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Abstract: Roz Joseph (1926-2019) was a San Francisco-based photographer who in the
mid-1970s photographed the pageantry and activism of the city’s diverse drag cultures at Gay
Freedom Day parades, Halloween celebrations, Imperial Court coronations and drag and
costume balls. The collection consists of a total of 63 matted color photographic prints, 7
notebooks of slides, interviews and manuscript materials, and various ephemera.

Preferred Citation:
Roz Joseph Papers (#2010-08), The Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender Historical Society.

Conditions Governing Access:
Collection is open for research.

Publication Rights:

Copyright to most material has been transferred to the GLBT Historical Society. All requests for
reproductions and/or permission to publish or quote from material must be submitted in writing
to the GLBT Historical Society Archivist.

Acquisition Information:

The collection was originally donated to the GLBT Historical Society by Roz Joseph in
December 2010, with multiple accretions since that date, including a 2022 gift from Ricky Keller
after Joseph’s death.

Processing Information:



Finding Aid created by Theodore Bysshe Hardgrove in 2023.

This finding aid uses terminology for LGBTQ people that was in current use at the time of its
creation. Descriptive language for queer identities evolves quickly and some of these terms may
now be dated or even offensive. Finding aids are themselves historical documents; they reflect
the moment in which they were written and often reflect the terms that subjects used for
themselves. Please contact the GLBT Historical Society Archivist with questions or comments.

Biographical/Organizational History Note: Roz Joseph was born Rosalind Malamud on June
30, 1926, in the Bronx. She received a bachelor’s degree in education in 1947 from City College
of New York, where she also pursued postgraduate courses in art and photography. In 1948, she
married advertising professional and writer Elliott Joseph. The couple lived in Paris from 1950 to
1951, then returned to New York. While continuing her work as a photographer, Joseph also
developed a career in higher education, ultimately serving as executive assistant to the chair of
the City College of New York Psychology Department. Joseph began documenting drag queens
in June 1975 at San Francisco’s annual Gay Freedom Day Parade, and continued to document
drag and Imperial Court culture through 1984. (Source: GLBT Historical Society exhibit,
"Reigning Queens, The Lost Photos of Roz Joseph," curated by Joseph Plaster).

Scope and Content: Roz Joseph (1926-2019) was a San Francisco-based photographer who in
the mid-1970s, photographed the pageantry and activism of the city’s diverse drag cultures at
Gay Freedom Day parades, Halloween celebrations, Imperial Court coronations, and drag and
costume balls. The collection consists of a total of 63 matted color photographic prints, 7
notebooks of slides, interviews and manuscript materials, and various ephemera. Subjects

include Halloween on Polk Street, Tavern Guild events, Gay Freedom Day (early Pride) parades
and festivals from approximately 1975-1978, and other subjects. Also included is one postcard of
Joseph's 1984 showing at Paradox Gallery titled “Gender Bender”. GSSO linked terms:
http://purl.obolibrary.org/obo/GSSO 008194; http://purl.obolibrary.org/obo/GSSO 001443. The
collection also contains the manuscripts of the unpublished photography book “Golden Gays”.

Indexing Terms:

LGBTQ

Gay men

Gender nonconformity

Drag

Imperial Court System
Nightlife

Sex work

San Francisco Bay Area (Calif.)
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Beaux Arts, 1976

Easter Bonnet Parade - Polk St., 04/10/1977

San Francisco Gay Community Awards - Old Waldorf and Esquire Men, 03/08/1977
Gay Freedom Parade, 1975

Gays vs. Cops, 1975

Golden Rivet Show, 1976-1977

Grand Duke and Duchess, 1976

Great Gatsby Goes To Monte Carlo, 1976

Hollywood Canteen, 05/21/1977

Jane Doe’s Investiture, 04/03/1977

Empress XII Coronation, 01/28/1978

Ronny Lynn and Bruce New Bell Wedding, 04/30/1978
Craig Russel - Great American Music Hall, 04/29/1978
Empress XII de San Francisco Coronation at Galleria, 02/05/1977
Cable Car Awards and Gordon’s Meeting, 02/06/1977
Gay Freedom Day Parade, 06/26/1977

Circus Circus, 07/31/1977

Castro Street Fair, 08/14/1977

La Kish/Ron Ross Wedding, 06/05/1977

Mel Brooks and Coyote - Hookers, 1976

Polk Street Halloween, 1976

Queen Mother of All California Coronation, 06/11/1977
San Francisco Modern Art Hair/Costumes, mid 1970’s
Miss and Mister Gay San Francisco, 1976

Slagel’s, 03/21/1977

Tenderloin Streetwalkers and Hooker’s Ball, 04/30/1977
Beaux Arts Ball at Civic, 10/31/1977

Headdress Ball, 12/17/1977

Gays vs. Cops Softball, 08/21/1977

Closet Ball, 08/27/1977

Mame - Closing Night, 08/31/1980

Mardi Gras - New Orleans - Bourbon Street, 02/1977
Flame, early 1980’s

Closet Ball, 04/28/1984

La Cage Aux Folles Preview, 05/29/1984

Original Binder Labels, 1977 - 1984

“Golden Gays” by Roz Joseph - Introduction, 1991
“Golden Gays” - Before/After Slides, 1991
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“Golden Gays” - Interviews - Unedited, 1991

“Golden Gays” - Interviews - Edited, 1991

“Golden Gays” - Events Slides

“Golden Gays” - About Roz and Epilogue, 1991

“Photos - Roz Joseph” - Title Page and News Clip, circa 1978
“Photos - Roz Joseph” - Slides I, 1976 - 1978

“Photos - Roz Joseph” - Slides II, 1976 - 1978

“Golden Gays” - Introduction and Slides, 1976 - 1977, circa 1991
Hair and Costume Day - San Francisco Museum of Art, 01/1977
Cable Car Awards, 02/1977

Gays and Cops Softball, 08/1977

Headdress Ball, 12/1977

Castro Street Fair, 08/1976

Coyote-Hookers Ball, 11/1978

Miss and Mister gay San Francisco, 12/1978

Great Gatsby Goes to Monte Carlo, 01/1977

Beaux Arts Ball, 11/1977, 10/1976

Tenderloin Streetwalkers and Hookers Ball, 05/1977 - 09/1980
Closet Ball, 08/1977

Grand Duke and Duchess Ball, 11/1976

Golden River Show, 01/1977

Empress de San Francisco, 02/1977, 01/1978

Halloween on Polk St., 11/1976

Miscellaneous Events, 1977

“Golden Gays” Interviews - Alternative version, circa 1981
Articles Relating to Drag, circa 1978

Draft Manuscripts, circa 1978

“Golden Gays” - Celebrations in San Francisco, circa 1978
Original Manuscripts A - G, circa 1978

Original Manuscripts H - V, circa 1978

“Golden Gays” - Book Mock-Up
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Celebrations Notes, 1977
Notes from Meetings, 1977
Tape Scripts - Original, 1977
Van Dyck, circa 1977

Jeff Fleckenstein, circa 1977
Greg Williams, circa 1977
Bill Applegate, circa 1977
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Celebrations - Drafts, circa 1977

Drafts - Golden Gay, 1977

Taping Questions, circa 1977

Copies - Preface - Intent - etc., circa 1977
Gay Photos and Names, 1977 - 1983

Roz Joseph biographical info and photos, circa 2002
Untitled Binder #1 - Golden Days, circa 1970s
Untitled Binder #2 - Gay Parade, 1975 and 1977
Roz Copies, 1977

Signed Releases, 1976 - 1978

Copies - Tapes on Drag, circa 1977

Handwritten Copies, circa 1977

22 Matted Portraits, 1970s



