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NEW JOBS, NEW COMMUNITIES, NEW CONSCIOUSNESS�

The confrontation in 1941 between A. Philip Randolph, national leader of�

the BSCP, and U.S. President Franklin D. Roosevelt over Randolph’s�

planned March on Washington was of historic consequence, precipitating�

a sea change in American life. The initial outcome was Roosevelts�

issuance of Executive Order 8802 ordering the ending of racial�

discrimination in defense industries and the federal government. A�

temporary Fair Employment Practices Committee was also set up to�

oversee compliance. (Jervis Anderson, 255:61) These actions set in�

motion unplanned major social transformations, including (1)the�

opening up of tens of thousands of defense and government Jobs to black�

workers; (2)large:scale migration of black workers in search of jobs from�

the rural areas and towns of the South to growing urban communities in�

the South and North, and especially to the West Coast where defense�

industries and shipyards spawned new black communities in OaklandGSan�

Francisco, Vallejo, Richmond, Los Angeles, etc., dramatically changing the�

racial composition of urban California and the nation; (3) a new spirit of�

militancy and resistance to discrimination was awakened in black�

communities, expressed in 1942 in the famous  Double V” campaign and�

in 1943 in rebellions against racism in Los Angeles, Detroit, and New�

York. The new spirit grew stronger in 1948 when Randolph mounted a�

successful campaign to pressure President Harry Truman to issue an�

executive order banning discrimination and segregation in the military.�

This new militant spirit among black Americans along with demographic�

changes and growth of new communities created a new political�

consciousness and social base for the militant civil rights campaigns of�

the 1950s and the later emergence of radical groups like the Black�

Panther Party.
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