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Subj: Re: CL Interview

Date: Tuesday, July 16, 2002 12:06:27 PM
From: dmurch@socrates.Berkeley.EDU

To: RobertA648@aol.com

Dear Robert - Wonderful, | am sure the FBI file will be interesting. | am
also sorry | did not have the opportunity to TA for you, | hope to in the
future. | was really looking forward to the chance to work for you and do
something on mixed race identity.

On the Dellums front, | met Ron Dellums' son several weeks ago in Berkeley.
He is an actor with a regular part on Homocide, i think. Apparently he and
the family are moving back and forth between the Bay and DC. Talking to
him, | was struck by what an intersting family they are, quite distinct in
their aspirations and sensibility. Anyway, Best, Donna

At 02:55 PM 7/16/02 EDT, you wrote:
>Hi Donna,

>Thanks for the update. | also got an email from Jahleeza. We're going to
hire

>Jorge Aquino to be the second GSl for the Mixed Race class. Sorry you
weren't

>able to take it, but I think your decision was right. Glad you got the
>paperwork done. Will you be paid monthly, for the full amount?

> just completed a second interview with Marva Dellums. Your can tell she's

>really C ,s daughter —very spirited, full of stories, not one to take no
>for an answer. We also requested CL*s FBI file.
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Subj: Re: CL Interview

Date: Tuesday, July 16, 2002 10:44:09 AM
From: dmurch@socrates.Berkeley.EDU

To: RobertA648@aol.com

Dear Robert - | am still working on the chronology and newspaper stuff, |
will let you know as soon as | am finished. | hope your research is going
well. Also, | took care of all the paperwork with Brigid Tung. Best, Donna

At 06:15 PM 6/28/02 EDT, you wrote:

>see attachment
>

>Attachment Converted: c:\program files\bik\eudora\attach\CLDEL1

---------------------- Headers
Return-Path: <dmurch@socrates.Berkeley.EDU>
Received: from rly-zd05.mx.aol.com (rly-zd05.mail.aol.com [172.31.33.229]) by air-zd04.mail.aol.com
(v86_r1.16) with ESMTP id MAILINZD44-0716134409; Tue,16 Jul 2002 13:44:09 -0400
Received: from socrates.Berkeley.EDU (socrates.berkeley.edu [128.32.25.13]) by rly-
zd05.mx.aol.com (v86_r1.15) with ESMTP id MAILRELAYINZD51-0716134354; Tue,16 Jul 2002
13:43:54 -0400
Received: from minerva.HIP.Berkeley.EDU (tnt-1-202.HIP.Berkeley.EDU [136.152.197.138])
by socrates.Berkeley.EDU (8.11.3/8.10.2) with SMTP id g6GHhm?22729
for <RobertA648@aol.com>; Tue,16 Jul 2002 10:43:53 -0700 (PDT)
Message-ld: <2.2.32.20020716175039.00966358@ socrates.Berkeley.edu>
X-Sender: dmurch@socrates. Berkeley.edu
X-Mailer: Windows Eudora Pro Version 2.2 (32)
Mime-Version:1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
Date: Tue,16 Jul 2002 10:50:39 -0700
To: RobertA648@aol.com
From: donna murch <dmurch@socrates.Berkeley.EDU>
Subject: Re: CL Interview
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Subj: Re: CL Interview

Date: Tuesday, July 16, 200211:55:26 AM
From: RobertA648

To: dmurch@socrates.Berkeley.EDU

H Donna,

Thanks for the update. | also got an email from Jahleeza. We're going to hire
Jorge Aquino to be the second GS for the Mixed Race class. Sorry you
weren't able to take it, but I think your decision was right. Glad you got the
paperwork done. Will you be paid monthly, for the full amount?

[just completed a second Interview with Marva Dellums. Your can tell she's
really CL's daughter —very spirited, full of stories, not one to take no for an
answer. We also requested CL's FBI file.

Robert
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Subj: Re: check in

Date: Friday, March 15, 2002 4:03:56 PM
From: RobertA648

To: dmurch@socrates.Berkeley.EDU

Hi donna - No, there was nothing that looked like a history in the
dissertation bib. However, Ijust put in a call to the Dept, of Fair J)
Employment and Housing in Sacto. The person | spoke with was ver~nelpful.
She said they do have some sort of history of the agency and she will send it
to me. | don't know how extensive or how useful this will be. I'll let you®jcnow
when | get it. Send me the list of stuff you've found, but hold off on
ordering anything until | get this doc fom sacto.

Robert
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Subj: Re: check in

Date: Friday, March 15, 2002 1:57:45 PM
From: dmurch@socrates.Berkeley.EDU

To: RobertA648@aol.com

dear robert —i am still looking, although i have some promising leads, i
have searched a number of databases including pathfinder and California
digital library and none are listed directly as histories, ithink we made
need to look more broadly at their publications which may have a history in
the front, that is how i found a history of the federal fepc. (question:

did you check the bibliography and footnotes of the fepc dissertation, i am
sure you did but thought i should make sure.) anyway, there are numerous
documents listed in mevyl with the corporate name California fepc, some are
nrlf and need to be ordered, i can forward to you some of the ones that
look promising, and then order them to check to see if they include a
history, they are more general publications by the fepc, but may have a
section on its history, do you want the 70s and 80s included? also in the
process of checking on the history, i found out that the fepc has a
newswpaper, which would be a good source, gladis owns it, and it may have
articles that have history in them, what do you think? best, donna

At 02:08 PM 3/15/02 EST, you wrote:

>hi donna —

> just a note to check in and see how things are going, i'm still going
>through the dellums papers, and perusing the messenger and black worker
for :
>material on dellums and the west coast, i've also been over at aamlo to
look

>at their material, found a few early pieces of corres, and they also have
>much material from the 70s and 80s. any luck with finding a history of the
>calif fepc?

N >robert
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Subj: check in

Date: Friday, March 15, 2002 11:08:31 AM
From: RobertA648

To: dmurch@socrates.berkeley.edu

hi donna —

just a note to check in and see how things are going, i'm still going through
the dellums papers, and perusing the messenger and black worker for
material on dellums and the west coast, i've also been over at aamlo to look
at their material, found a few early pieces of corres, and they also have
much material from the 70s and 80s. any luck with finding a history of the
calif fepc?

robert
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Subj: Sun Reporter stuff

Date: Monday, February 18, 2002 8:42:52 FM
From: RobertA648

To: dmurch@socrates.Berkeley.edu

Yes, Donna, please copy any Dellums-related material you find in the SR That
would be very helpful.lspoke with Ron Dellums. He doesn't think anyone has
ever tried to get CL's FBI file thru FO1A, and he is willing to help with that. |
will put together alist of specifics - dates, and organizations with which CL
was affiliated —as that will facilitate the search.

I've been having a great time going thru CL's correspondence. He was a
prolific writer, and his letters are rich - detailed, expressive and full of
anecdotes. Itls interesting to get a feel for his strong friendship with, and
deep loyalty to, Randolph. Of course, CL could also argue his position and
disagree with Randolph; he was no sycophant. I'm making an annotated index
in database/table form that will allow me to sort the letters IVe read by
keyword or date, as well as search for specific names or terms. This is a bit
tedious, but it will be enormously helpful during the writing.

Yes, | had a look at Carton 9 in the NAACP files, and found some things
there. Thanks for ordering it for me, and thanks for the list of other
materials to check in the rest of that collection. Did you compose of list of
whafs of interest in the bscp papers? Later, maybe you can let me know if
there is anything of interest in the Rustin papers. |was happy to see that
the library has an extensive collection of the Black Worker issues and the
Messenger. I'm looking forward to diving into these. I'm really pleased with
how much seems to be available at UC. And there was an article in the SF
Chronicle about the upcoming reopening of AAM 0, and the fact that they
have some of CL's personal papers.

Hope all is going well with your work.

Best, Robert
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Subj: Re: MEMO-Dellums&NAACP

Date: Sunday, February 17, 2002 2:16:50 PM
From: dmurch@socrates.Berkeley.EDU

To: RobertA648@aol.com

dear robert —how are you? here is a preliminary list of the other cartons
from the naacp i thought might be of interest to you. also, this week i am
doing research from the san francisco sun reporter between 1960 and 1965

my dissertation, i have already seen articles on dellums, the fepc and local
civil rights struggles, i made some notations, do you want me to xerox them
when i come across them for you? ithought it might be good to do this now,
since i am doing it anyway for my own research, i can work on the earlier
years later, what do you think?

also i know i have some other outstanding research tasks on the randolph,
fbi, and rustin papers, do you need these soon? let me know so that i can
prioritize, ishould be able to one or all this week, best, donna

Suggestions for NAACP Papers (78/180):

1.Carton 9 —Dellums 1955-1966 (i know you already looked at this)
—2. Carton 10 —California Committee for Fair Practices :1959-1968
A3. Carton 20 —CL Dellums folder (under regional - 2 folders)
-"4. Carton 24 —Reports —These are the easiest source for figuring out
what the basic activities of the local organizations are.
| often read these first and then move to the specific
research task.
5. Carton 4 1 - California Civil Rights Legislation (1959) 2 folders
6. Carton 43 - California Committee for Fair Employment Practices (1955)
California Committee for Fair Practices (196 1)Legislative
Conference
7. Carton 45 - A Phillip Randolph: Committee Against Jim Crow in the
Military Service, 1949-
8. Carton 48 - West Coast Region Reports, annual 1956-1958, 1966, 1953
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9. Carton 50 —West Coast Region NAACP: Annual Meeting March 31,1962
California —Civit Rights Legislation

At 11:41 AM 2/13/02 EST, you wrote:

>0onna —

>Thank you. \had alook at the NAACP material, esp. carton 9, yesterday,
>Turns out the folder labeled "O-A.-Correspondence-Regional-West Coast

Region

>NAACP, Chairmain, €.L. Oellums 1955-66" is mislabeled. DeHums was not
>regional chairman, as you discovered, he was chairman of the Regional
>Advisory Committee (as he signed some of his outgoing letters), and
>apparently also chairman of Regional Policy Committee. However, he acted
as

>though he was chairman, even giving instructions on occasion to Regional
>Director Carter, and incoming mail sometimes addressed him as Region
>Chairman. | think he had been around so long —and was chairman of the
>o0ldest local banch - that many people thought of him as chairman of it all,
>which says something about his role in Bay Area and state-wide politics.
From

>his letters it is clear that he could write to virtually any politico in the
>state with the expectation of getting their attention. Also,1think his role
>as regional leader of the BSCP probably carried more weight for many
years

>than any NAACP position.

---------------------- Headers
Return-Path; <dmurch@socrates.BerkeJey.EDU>
Received: from rly-za02.mx.aol.com (rly-za02.mail.aol.com [172.31.36.98]) by air-za03.mail.aol.com
(v83.35) with ESMTP id MAILINZA35-0217171650; Sun,17 Feb 2002 17:16:50 -0500
Received: from socrates.Berkeiey.EDU (socrates.berkeiey.edu {128.32.25.13]) by rly-
za02.mx.aol.com (v83.35) with ESMTP id MAILRELAYINZA27-0217171620; Sun,17 Feb 2002
17:16:20 -0500
Received: from minerva.HIP.Berkeley.EDU (tnt-1-50.HIP.Berkeley.EDU [136.152.196.242])

by socrates.Berkeley.EDU (8.11.3/8.10.2) with SMTP id gIHM G1j10086

for <RobertA648@aolcom>; Sun,17 Feb 2002 14:16:19 -0800 (PST)
Message-Ild: <2.2.32.20020217222102.00ae9aa0@ socrates.Berkeley.edu>
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Subj: MEMO-Dellums&NAACP

Date: Wednesday, February 13, 2002 8:41:16 AM
From: RobertA648

To: dmurch@socrates.Berkeley.EDU

Donna —

Thank you. | had a look at the NAACP material, esp. carton 9, yesterday.
Turns out the folder labeled "O-A.-Correspondence-Regional-West Coast
Region NAACP, Chairmain, C.L. Dellums 1955-66" is mislabeled. Dellums was
not regional chairman, as you discovered, he was chairman of the Regional
Advisory Committee (as he signed some of his outgoing letters), and
apparently also chairman of Regional Policy Committee. However, he acted as
though he was chairman, even giving instructions on occasion to Regional
Director Carter, and incoming mail sometimes addressed him as Region
Chairman. |think he had been around so long —and was chairman of the
oldest local banch —that many people thought of him as chairman of it all,
which says something about his role in Bay Area and state-wide politics.
From his letters it is clear that he could write to virtually any politico in the
state with the expectation of getting their attention. Also, I think his role as
regional leader of the BSCP probably carried more weight for many years
than any NAACP position.

Robert
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Subj: No Subject

Date: Tuesday, February 12, 2002 10:18:51 AM
From: dmurch@socrates.Berkeley.EDU

To: RobertA648@aol.com

hi robert - i paged your carton 9 from 78/180. it will be available after
3pm. best, donna

---------------------- Headers —
Return-Path: <dmurch@socrates.Berkeley.EDU>
Received: from rly-za05.mx.aol.com (rly-za05.mail.aol.com [172.31.36.101]) by air-za02.mail.aol.com
(v83.35) with ESMTP id MAILINZA27-0212131851; Tue,12 Feb 2002 13:18:51 -0500
Received: from socrates.Berkeley.EDU (socrates.berkeley.edu [128.32.25.13]) by rly-
za05.mx.aol.com (v83.35) with ESMTP id MAILRELAYINZA55-0212131833; Tue,12 Feb 2002
13:18:33 1900
Received: from minerva.HIP.Berkeley.EDU (tnt-1-288.HIP.Berkeley.EDU [136.152.197.224])
by socrates.Berkeley.EDU (8.11.3/8.10.2) with SMTP id g1CllU106220
for <RobertA648@aol.com>; Tue,12 Feb 2002 10:18:30 -0800 (PST)
Message-ld: <2.2.32.20020212182315.00abb478@ socrates.Berkeley.edu>
X-Sender: dmurch@socrates. Berkeley.edu
X-Mailer: Windows Eudora Pro Version 2.2 (32)
Mime-Version:1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
Date: Tue,12 Feb 2002 10:23:15-0800
To: RobertA648@aol.com
From: donna murch <dmurch@socrates.Berkeley.EDU>
Subject:
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Subj: MEMO-Dellums&NAACP

Date: Wednesday, February 13, 2002 8:41:16 AM
From: RobertA648

To: dmurch@socrates.Berkeley.EDU

Donna —

Thank you.l had a look at the NAACP material, esp. carton 9, yesterday.
Turns out the folder labeled "O-A.-Correspondence-Regional-West Coast
Region NAACP, Chairmain, C.L. Dellums 1955-66" is mislabeled. Dellums was
not regional chairman, as you discovered, he was chairman of the Regional
Advisory Committee (as he signed some of his outgoing letters), and
apparently also chairman of Regional Policy Committee. However, he acted as
though he was chairman, even giving instructions on occasion to Regional
Director Carter, and incoming mail sometimes addressed him as Region
Chairman. |think he had been around so long —and was chairman of the
oldest local banch —that many people thought of him as chairman of it all,
which says something about his role in Bay Area and state-wide politics.
From his letters it is clear that he could write to virtually any politico in the
state with the expectation of getting their attention. Also, I think his role as
regional leader of the BSCP probably carried more weight for many years
than any NAACP position.

Robert

2/13/2002 America Online : RobertA648 Page 1


mailto:dmurch@socrates.Berkeley.EDU

MEMO 2/7/02

Hi Donna,
Thanks for your report on the bscp papers. Here are my thoughts.

While I wish to understand bscp forms of organizing, | want to give
special attention to two things.(1)Materials that will help in
understanding dellums, personal development and style as a labor
organizer and leader of the bscp, naacp, fepc, etc.; (2) Materials
that help in understanding how dellums and bscp positioned
themselves vis-a-vis wider working class concerns (e.g. fepc) and
“non-labor” social issues and organizations, e.g” civil rights, nnc
housing, peace, etc. In short, | want to examine the bscp as an org.
that had an impact far beyond the confines of its own specific labor
turf. So, in thinking about what to copy, let this guide you. Other
materials can simply be mentioned in your general description of
what is there. | will take up your suggestion to look at this stuff
myself, and this is where your general description of contents will
be helpful.

| really appreciated your paper on Foner and the future of labor
history. It is an excellent discussidif*Tthe development from
institutional histories of unions to histories that look at broader
social, cultural, and gender factors that affect working class
struggles. This is a helpful perspective in looking at the bscp. (For
example, women, specifically wives and girlfriends, of porters
played a critical role in the organizing drives, as was made clear by
Mrs. Tucker in the lovely documentary “Miles of Smiles Years of
Struggle.” Where Hunter and Kelley look at the impact on
workplace struggles of factors outside the formal labor movement,
with this study of the BSCP my interest is in the impact of a black
labor union on social struggles outside the workplace. (Two sides of
a dialectic? Need to consider both.) Dellums and Randolph were
very conscious of the role they wanted the Brotherhood to play in
larger struggles. (Dellums makes this pointin a 12/2/38 letter to
Randolph Ijust read: “There is no doubt that ours is the most
outstanding organization within our race and | am sure that Negroes
are guided more by the actions of the Brotherhood than any other
single agency on the Pacific Coast.w) They were conscious of this
precisely because they were organizing a black union, whose success
was intimately linked with the success of larger civil rights and other



struggles. For them, wages, hours and working conditions could not
be separated from the state of the race. (And an irony: the ultimate
success of the civil rights movement and its impact on the labor
movement was partly responsible for the demise of the bscp in the
late 1960s. Of course, airplanes also played a part.)

Pm reading the paradox of equality” dissertation by Charles
Qurtoya. It contains some intormation on the history of the fepc,
biit is chiefly a study of organizational dynamics. It looks at
outcomes from the standpoint of complainants, respondents, fepc
employees, fepc as an organization, civil rights groups, and society.
The fepc found itself on the horns of a dilemma, whether to
empasize equality or ability as the basis for opportunity and
advancement in employment, resulting in equivocation (227-8).
Underlying this the author says, is the “paradox of equality” “In
order to be fair to everyone, one must discriminate between
individuals, but to discriminate is unfair. If one equalizes individuals
by ignoring their differences, one inevitably creates unequal
conditions, thus discriminating against those of more ability in
order to help those of less. On the other hand, if one equalizes
conditions by equalizing opportunity, the inequality of individuals
will be preserved and those of more ability will rise above those of
less.w(230-31) In my view, this abstract argument ignores the
historical reality that for most of American history racial privilege,
not ability, has been the basis on which some groups have risen at
the expense of others. Equality is actually not a sufficient response
to this historical reality. Reparations (affirmative action being one
example) are required to redress the historical injustice and
establish a level playing field where equality of opportunity would
then be meaningful. (And sorting individuals by ability is not
inherently unjust so long as irrelevant group markers like race or
sex don't become determinants.) The issue is not simply the plight
of individuals, but of historically racially privileged and racially
subordinated groups. The discussion, | would suggest, should not be
limited simply to an appeal to an abstract, logical argument about
equality, but must also appeal to national and international case law
with regard to reparations (as | argued in my article on reparations
in The Black Scholar).

You probably didn't expect all of this in response to a query about
what to copy, but | wanted to write out some notes in response to
reading and thinking about these issues. From time to time | may do
this; feel free to do the same if the mood strikes you. In fact, |



flagged this email as a memo to distinguish it from routine
housekeeping emails. Later Fll pull these memo emails (dealing with
issues of methodology, findings, concepts, theory) together to help

In the writing process. You might want to do the same; it saves time
when sorting through email archives.

Robert



2/7/02

Donna - | got that business about dellums heading up the west coast
regional naacp from a newspaper obituary. | should have known
better; never trust newspaper accounts! In his oral history (pp. 87-
88) what dellums says is that he thinks it was in the 1930s that he
became vice-president of the “northern California branch naacp”
under waiter gordon. When Gordon was appointed to Prison and
Parole Board by Gov. Earl Warren, Dellums finished out his term as
president. Then he was elected president and remained in this
position “until I voluntarily stepped down.” no dates given.) During
this period, Dellums says, the branch changed its name to Alameda
County Branch and then finally to Oakland Branch. | do believe that |
saw in one of his letters that dellums referred to himself as
something like “west coast coordinator” of the naacp, which is
different from regional director. He may well have held such a post
(perhaps informally) given that his frequent travels around the
Coast for the bscp would have made him ideal as a naacp “west
coast coordinator.wFlllook for that letter when Fm back at
Bancroft on Tuesday.

Please give me the call numbers and carton numbers for the bscp
and naacp materials you have found. Fm trying to get to Bancroft on
Tuesdays and Thursdays. When are you there?

Robert



Subj: NAACP

Date: Thursday, February 7, 2002 12:34:51 PM
From: dmurch@socrates.Berkeley.EDU

To: RobertA648@aol.com

robert —ijust read through the full guide for the naacp papers and
annotated the boxes/folders that i thought would be of interest to you. i
have this list if you want to look at it. i also checked the abstract of

the collection to get an overview of the organization, and according to it
dellums was not the first director of the west coast regional office, the
chronology of leadership is listed below:

The West Coast Regional Office of the NAACP (Region ) was
established in November 1944 with headquarters in San Francisco, to
coordinate the operations of the branch offices in California, Nevada,
Oregon and Washington. In 1947 the states of Arizona, ldaho, Utah, and
the territories of Alaska and Hawaii were added to the Region.

Noah W. Griffin was appointed the first Regional Director and was
succeeded by Franklin H. Williams in 1950, Tarea H. Pittman in 1961,
Leonard H. Carter in 1965 and Virna M. Canson in 1974.

in the past i have looked through the c.l. dellums correspondence file,
carton 9, which is dated 1955-1966. this would be the place to start.

Headers

Return-Path: <dmurch@socrates. Berkeley.EDU>
Received: from rly-xa03.mx.aol.com (rly-xa03.mail.aol.com [172.20.105.72]) by air-xa0l1.mail.aol.com
(v83.35) with ESMTP id MAILINXA14-0207153451; Thu, 07 Feb 2002 15:34:51 -0500
Received: from socrates.Berkeley.EDU (socrates.berkeley.edu [128.32.25.13]) by rly-
xa03.mx.aol.com (v83.35) with ESMTP id MAILRELAYINXA35-0207153424; Thu, 07 Feb 2002
15:34:24 1900
Received: from minerva.HIP.Berkeley.EDU (tnt-1-49.HIP.Berkeley.EDU [136.152.196.241])

by socrates.Berkeley.EDU (8.11.3/8.10.2) with SMTP id g17KYM328855

for <RobertA648@aol.com>; Thu, 7 Feb 2002 12:34:22 -0800 (PST)
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MEMO 2/7/02

Hi Donna,
Thanks for your report on the bscp papers. Here are my thoughts.

While | wish to understand bscp forms of organizing, | want to give
special attention to two things.(1)Materials that will help in
understanding dellums, personal development and style as a labor
organizer and leader of the bscp, naacp, fepc, etc.; (2) Materials
that help in understanding how dellums and bscp positioned
themselves vis-a-vis wider working class concerns (e.g. fepc) and
“non-labor” social issues and organizations e.g. civil rights, nnc
housing, peace, etc. In short, | want to examine the bscp as an org.
that had an impact far beyond the confines of its own specific labor
turf. So, in thinking about what to copy, let this guide you. Other
materials can simply be mentioned in your general description of
what is there. 1 will take up your suggestion to look at this stuff
myself, and this is where your general description of contents will
be helpful.

| really appreciated your paper on Foner and the future of labor
history. It is an excellent discussion of the development from
institutional histories of unions to histories that look at broader
social, cultural, and gender factors that affect working class
struggles. This is a helpful perspective in looking at the bscp. (For
example, women, specifically wives and girlfriends, of porters
played a critical role in the organizing drives, as was made clear by
Mrs. Tucker in the lovely documentary, “Miles of Smiles Years of
Struggle.” Where Hunter and Kelley look at the impact on
workplace struggles of factors outside the formal labor movement,
with this study of the BSCP my interest is in the impact of a black
labor union on social struggles outside the workplace. (Two sides of
a dialectic? Need to consider both.) Dellums and Randolph were
very conscious of the role they wanted the Brotherhood to play in
larger struggles. (Dellums makes this point in a 12/2/38 letter to
Randolph Ijust read: “There is no doubt that ours is the most
outstanding organization within our race and | am sure that Negroes
are guided more by the actions of the Brotherhood than any other
single agency on the Pacific Coast.w) They were conscious of this
precisely because they were organizing a black union, whose success
was intimately linked with the success of larger civil rights and other



struggles. For them, wages, hours and working conditions could not
be separated from the state of the race. (And an irony: the ultimate
success of the civil rights movement and its impact on the labor
movement was partly responsible for the demise of the bscp in the
late 1960s. Of course, airplanes also played a part.)

I'm reading the “paradox of equality” dissertation by Charles
Curtoya. It contains some information on the history of the fepc,
but is chiefly a study of organizational dynamics. It looks at
outcomes from the standpoint of complainants, respondents, fepc
employees, fepc as an organization, civil rights groups, and society.
The fepc found itself on the horns of a dilemma, whether to
empasize equality or ability as the basis for opportunity and
advancement in employment, resulting in equivocation (227-8).
Underlying this, the author says, is the “paradox of equality” “In
order to be fair to everyone, one must discriminate between
individuals, but to discriminate is unfair. If one equalizes individuals
by ignoring their differences, one inevitably creates unequal
conditions, thus discriminating against those of more ability in
order to help those of less. On the other hand, if one equalizes
conditions by equalizing opportunity, the inequality of individuals
will be preserved and those of more ability will rise above those of
less.” 230-31) In my view this abstract argument ignores the
historical reality that for most of American history racial privilege,
not ability, has been the basis on which some groups have risen at
the expense of others. Equality is actually not a sufficient response
to this historical reality. Reparations (affirmative action being one
example) are required to redress the historical injustice and
establish a level playing field where equality of opportunity would
then be meaningful. (And sorting individuals by ability is not
inherently unjust so long as irrelevant group markers like race or
sex don't become determinants.) The issue is not simply the plight
of individuals, but of historically racially privileged and racially
subordinated groups. The discussion, | would suggest, should not be
limited simply to an appeal to an abstract, logical argument about
equality, but must also appeal to national and international case law
with regard to reparations (as | argued in my article on reparations
in The Black Scholar).

You probably didn't expect all of this in response to a query about
what to copy, but | wanted to write out some notes in response to
reading and thinking about these issues. From time to time | may do
this; feel free to do the same if the mood strikes you. In fact, |



flagged this email as a memo to distinguish it from routine
housekeeping emails. Later 111 pull these memo emails (dealing with
issues of methodology, findings, concepts, theory) together to help
in the writing process. You might want to do the same; it saves time
when sorting through email archives.

Robert



Subj: brotherhood of sleeping car porters
Date: Wednesday, February 6, 2002 7:49:14 PM
From: dmurch@socrates.Berkeley.EDU

To: RobertA648@aol.com

dear robert - itook a quick look at the brotherhood papers today, there

is a single portfolio with no guide, i haven't finished looking through it
completely, but i did see some individual documents for the Oakland chapter,
there is a lot of information about the brotherhood's forms of organizing,
internal bulletins for organizers, etc. do you only want documents
addressed to bay area/dellums? or are you interested more generally In the
precise details of organizing by the brotherhood, if the former, then i
should probably make copies of relevant documents right off. because there
is no guide i am making a description of the general content of each folder,
neverthelessrniy feeling is that it would be worth you going through some of
the general stuff to get a specific feel for how the organization worked, i
am not sure how detailed the secondary sources are on this front, i will

get to the other research tasks in the coming week, is that ok? best, donna

---------------------- Headers
Return-Path: <dmurch@socrates. Berkeley.EDU>
Received: from rly-zd05.mx.aol.com (rly-zd05.mail.aol.com [172.31.33.229]) by air-zd03.mail.aol.com
(v83.35) with ESMTP id MAILINZD36-0206224914; Wed, 06 Feb 2002 22:49:14 -0500
Received: from socrates.Berkeley.EDU (socrates.berkeley.edu [128.32.25.13]) by rly-
zd05.mx.aol.com (v83.35) with ESMTP id MAILRELAYINZD53-0206224908; Wed, 06 Feb 2002
22:49:08 1900
Received: from minerva.HIP.Berkeley.EDU (tnt-1-148.HIP.Berkeley.EDU [136.152.197.84])
by socrates.Berkeley.EDU (8.11.3/8.10.2) with SMTP id g173n5X28123
for <RobertA648@aoi.com>; Wed, 6 Feb 2002 19:49:05 -0800 (PST)
Message-Id: <2.2.32.20020207035347.00ad53c4@socrates.BerkeIey.edu>
X-Sender: dmurch@socrates.Berkeley.edu
X-Mailer: Windows Eudora Pro Version 2.2 (32)
Mime-Version:1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
Date: Wed, 06 Feb 2002 19:53:47 -0800
To: RobertA648@aol.com
From: donna murch <dmurch@socrates.Berkeley.EDU>
Subject: brotherhood of sleeping car porters papers
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Subj: Dellums and the NAACP

Date: Thursday February 7, 2002 11:38:05 AM
From: dmurch@socrates.Berkeley.EDU

To: RobertA648@aol.com

dear robert —do you know off hand when dellums tenure as director of the
naacp ended? you list in your proposal that it started in 1948. idon't
have his oral history handy, and i need to know in order to make file
selections from the naacp papers, best, donna

Headers

Return-Path: <dmurch@socrates.Berkeley.EDU>
Received: from rly-yc02.mx.aol.com (rly-yc02.mail.aol.com [172.18.149.34]) by air-ycO4.mail.aoi.com
(v83.35) with ESMTP id MAILINYC410-0207143805; Thu, 07 Feb 2002 14:38:05 -0500
Received: from socrates.Berkeley.EDU (socrates.berkeley.edu [128.32.25.13]) by rly-
yc02.mx.aol.com (v83.35) with ESMTP id MAILRELAYINYC24-0207143747; Thu, 07 Feb 2002
14:37:47 1900
Received: from minerva.HIP.Berkeley.EDU (tnt-1-313.HIP.Berkeley.EDU [136.152.197.249])

by socrates.Berkeley.EDU (8.11.3/8.10.2) with SMTP id g17Jbi809022

for <RobertA648@aol.com>; Thu, 7 Feb 2002 11:37:44 -0800 (PST)
Message-ld: <2.2.32.20020207194227.00abcflc@socrates.Berkeley.edu>
X-Sender: dmurch@socrates. Berkeley.edu
X-Mailer: Windows Eudora Pro Version 2.2 (32)
Mime-Version:1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
Date: Thu, 07 Feb 2002 11:42:27 -0800
To: RobertA648@aol.com
From: donna murch <dmurch@socrates. Berkeley. EDU>
Subject: Dellums and the NAACP
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" Subj: Re: fbi files
Date: Thursday, January 31,2002 1:45:40 PM
From: dmurch@socrates.Berkeley.EDU
To: RobertA648@aol.com

robert —i am on the job, will let you know as soon as i have something.

i wanted to ask you about a matter related to my dissertation, when we
first met to discuss my ra'ship itold you i was writing about merritt and
the afro-american association, and you mentioned the importance of the
master plan, this is an important part of my story, and i was wondering
what your take on it is. best, dm

At 10:33 AM 1/31/02 EST, you wrote:

>i just did a search on pathfinder and discovered that randolph's fbi files
>are available on microfilm at ucb lib. there is a separate guide to the fbi
>papers and also a separate guide to the randoph papers microfilm file,
please

>have a look —i expect there is stuff on c.l. in the both files, thanks.

>r

---------------------- Headers
Return-Path: <dmurch@socrates.Berkeley.EDU>
Received: from rly-xf02.mx.aol.com (rly-xf02.mail.aol.com [172.20.105.226]) by air-xf01.mail.aol.com
(v83.35) with ESMTP id MAILINXF19-0131164540; Thu, 31 Jan 2002 16:45:40 -0500
Received: from socrates.Berkeley.EDU (socrates.berkeley.edu [128.32.25.13]) by rly-
xf02.mx.aol.com (v83.35) with ESMTP id MAILRELAYINXF27-0131164536; Thu, 31 Jan 2002
16:45:36-0500
Received: from minerva.HIP.Berkeley.EDU (as3-3-72.HIP.Berkeley.EDU [136.152.195.122])

by socrates.Berkeley.EDU (8.11.3/8.10.2) with SMTP id gOVLjZm03757

for <RobertA648@aol.com>; Thu, 31 Jan 2002 13:45:35 -0800 (PST)
Message-ld: <2.2,32.20020131215011.00aaffcO0@ socrates.Berkeley.edu>
X-Sender: dmurch@socrates.Berkeley.edu
X-Mailer: Windows Eudora Pro Version 2.2 (32)
Mime-Version:1.0
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*Subj: Re: fbi files

Date: Friday, Februaryl1,2002 8:25:12 AM
From: RobertA648

To: dmurch@socrates.Berkeley.EDU

my take, in a sound-bite, is that the master plan rationalized and structured
public education to conform to and reproduce the class, racial, occupational
heirarchy of the political economy of California, we can discuss, if you like.

robert
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Subj: fbi files

Date: Thursday, January31,2002 7:33:46 AM
From: RobertA648

To: dmurch@socrates.berkeley.edu

Ijust did a search on pathfinder and discovered that randolph's fbi files are
available on microfilm at ucb lib. there is a separate guide to the fbi papers
and also a separate guide to the randoph papers microfilm file, please have a
look —i expect there is stuff on c.l. in the both files, thanks.

r
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Subj: a quick note

Date: Wednesday, January 30, 2002 3:37:02 PM
From: dmurch@socrates.Berkeley.EDU

To: RobertA648@aol.com

robert ~ i am not sure whether you already have this citation, butth”
library owns the a. philip randolph papers on microfilm, i have heard that
they are very easy to use, so that means you may not have to go to new
york

or dc. i will follow up to see if the collection covers what is held in the
schomburg and library of congress.

another potential source after using the collections above is the bavard
rustin papers which are also owned bv berkeley - on microfilm i think, this
might speak to the later history of civil rights - the stuff covered in
marabie: randolph's reactionary turn and figuring out where to fit dellums.

best, donna

--------------------- Headers
Return-Path: <dmurch@socrates.Berkeley.EDU>
Received: from rly-yb04.mx.aol.com (rly-yb04.mail.aol.com [172.18.146.4]) by air-yb0O4.mail.aol.com
(v83.35) with ESMTP id MAILINYB45-0130183702; Wed, 30 Jan 2002 18:37:02 -0500
Received: from socrates.Berkeley.EDU (socrates.berkeley.edu [128.32.25.13]) by rly-
yb04.mx.aol.com (v83.35) with ESMTP id MAILRELAYINYB410-0130183507; Wed, 30 Jan 2002
18:35:07 -0500
Received: from minerva.HIP.Berkeley.EDU (tnt-1-15.HIP.Berkeley.EDU [136.152.196.207])
by socrates.Berkeley.EDU (8.11.3/8.10.2) with SMTP id gOUNZ2G02725
for <RobertA648@ aol.com>; Wed, 30 Jan 2002 15:35:02 -0800 (PST)
Message-ld: <2.2.32.20020130233938.00aaea28@ socrates.Berkeley.edu>
X-Sender: dmurch@socrates.Berkeley.edu
X-Mailer: Windows Eudora Pro Version 2.2 (32)
Mime-Version:1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
Date: Wed, 30 Jan 2002 15:39:38 -0800
To: RobertA648@aol.com
From: donna murch <dmurch@socrates_Berkeley EDU>
Subject: a quick note
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Subj: Re: a quick note

Date: Thursday, January 31,2002 6:46:41 AM
From: RobertA648

To: dmurch@socrates.Berkeley.EDU

hi donna,

no. i do not have the randolph citation or rustin. please follow up and obtain a
listing of what is in these files, the dellums collection is a huge and rich
trove, i spent four hours yesterday going through one folder of dellums'
letters to randolph —out of about 20 folders in the carton; and there are
more than 40 cartons in the collection, this could take a while! however, the
letters to randolph are especially rich because these are in effect detailed
reports on dellums' union work, full of anecdotal detail, just like the oral
history.

thanks for making the copies, i look forward to hearing more about what is in
the randolph and rustin files, you are right, this could save atrip - and free
up more money for copying!

robert
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Subj: Re: a quick note

Date: Thursday, January 31,2002 6:56:51 AM
From: RobertA648

To: dmurch@socrates.Berkeley.EDU

regarding the randolph papers - could you specifically identify what
correspondence they have between dellums and randolph? dellums's office
was very good about keeping carbons of outgoing corres, but the incoming
file of randoph's letters is spotty, would be great to find randolph's side of
the corres. thanks.

robert
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Subj: query 1/15/02

Date: Tuesday, January 15, 2002 9:28:35 AM
From: RobertA648

To: dmurch@socrates.berkeley.edu

Donna —

I'm thinking of initiating the process of obtaining files under the Freedom of
Information Act. | plan to discuss this with Ron Dellums to see if anyone has
already done so. It occurs to me that other researchers may have already
gotten the BSCP files under FOIA and they may be in archives someplace. If
so, this would help our research greatly as obtaining files under FOIA is a
lengthy process. In your search for archival resources could you specifically
attempt to determine whether any archive has such files for the BSCP
and/or C Inthe books that | have (see Research Narrative) find no
indication that such files were obtained by these authors but they may be in
some archive's list of resources. Thanks.

Also, did | understand you to say you had a copy of the BSCP book by
Brailsford Brazeal?

Robert
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Subj: Re: query 1/15/02

Date: Tuesday, January 15, 2002 1:42:03 PM

From: dmurch@socrates.Berkeley.EDU

To: RobertA6480aol .com

hi robert — 1ifn on the case, 1 will check on this Wednesday and send you

some materials by the end of the week, 1 wonder what the easiest way to
check this is, calling the national archives perhaps, i will have to see.

i don*t have the brazeal book, but bolerium books did have a vintage copy,
they are expensive, but they might give you a break if you signed a couple
copies of your books. just, in case check alibris.com and/or
bookfinder.com, i bet they have cheaper used copies, 1 will be in touch,
have a good trip, best, donna

At 12:28 PM 1/15/02 EST, you wrote:
>Donna --

thinking of initiating the process of obtaining files under the Freedom
> f Information Act. 1 plan to discuss this with Ron Dellums to see if anyone
>has already done so. It occurs to me that other researchers may have already
>gotten the BSCP files under FOIA and they may be in archives someplace. If
>sor this would help our research greatly as obtaining files under FOIA is a
>lengthy process. In your search for archival resources could you specifically
>attempt to determine whether any archive has such files for the BSCP and/or
>CL? In the books that I have (see Research Narrative) |1 find no indication
>that such files were obtained by these authors but they may be in some
>archivels list of resources. Thanks.

>Als / did 1 understand you to say you had a copy of the BSCP book by
>Brailsford Brazeal?

>Robert
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