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November 15, 1957 .

Dear Friend:

As you know, the Urban League has been in operation in San 
Francisco and the East Bay for several years. During that time, 
the organization has contributed substantially to the progress 
of the Negro residents of these areas. Unfortunately, many of 
the things which the Urban League has done cannot be publicized 
but even by conservative estimates the League, over the past ten 
years, has been responsible for putting millions of dollars in+o 
the pockets of Negro wage earners through i+s industrial relations
and job development program. And 十ha十 is only one aspect of
Urban League operation. Completely unpublicized and unknown to 
most people is the assistance which the League has given to indiv­
iduals in need of various kinds of services, to other organizations 
and 十o entire communi十ies.

Although our general day to day work does not lend itself 
to newspaper headlines, there is nothing to prevent our sharing 
with a selected group of community leaders our successes, our 
failures (like all human organizations we have those too), and
十 he prob 丨ems tha+ 丨丨e ahead• 了his Ie"t1"er, therefore, is.the 
first of what we hope will be a series of inf〇「fna十ive glimpses
into the Urban League, the people in it and the work it is doing. 
Because of your position of responsibility and leadership in 
the community, you are one of the persons wi+h whom we want to 
share this informa十ion.

At this time we canno十 go back eleven years to .give you a.
complete coveraqe of Urban League activities since its establish­
ment in San Francisco in 1946. But we do wish to review for you 
the agency's work during the last few months. Subsequent letters 
will keep you up to date.

Employment and housing are s+ill the main problems which 
confront Negroes in the Bay Area. And these are the issues +〇

which +he Urban しeague has principaIly addressed Itself. In
dealing with employment problems the League has consistently 
sought to affect positively the general policies of employers,
employer groups arid 十rade associations and a十 the same 十ime seek
job openings for qualified individuals registered with the agency. 
Over the years, the Urban League has worked closely and co­
operatively wi+h other organizations to secure fair employment 
practices legislation at both state and local levels. As you 
know, the recent struggle for FEP In San Francisco was success­
ful . The League ptayed an importan十 role in 十ha十 effort.



In these pas 十 months the.U「ban しミ a『 e 二  s the p|3cemen 十 。 f t c
placement of several Negroes «n 9°od ^ h has been assigned to one
^ g 「o d「ive「S with the G「一 ouゴ  Bus ご : ご 5 r with Unけ ed
of the Marin County rurvs. Another placed with the Telephone
Parcel Post. Negro serv5cV epr! ! v l !  Nearo c le r ic a l workers are now employed 
Company in two of the East Bay ^ f^ ce^： . N ?  America With the passage of FEP 
in the adm in istrative  o ff ic e s  of the B^nk. ^  d rive rs. Th is was the culm in-
in San Francisco, Yellow Cab began ^ P » 〇v n g  ^ r b a n  League and other o rgan!- 
a tion  of long years of fru^tra^ '! ；9 . f ^ ! and emDloyed Negro d r ive rs  years ago as 
zations. in contrast, Yellow Cf w o r k .  The same is  true of the 
a re su lt  of Urban Leagued careful and pe rsisten t wopk.
Key System.

While we take pride in a i l  these dev® ^ P^®nJay/he!ped!SPA few months ago, 
the progress made by some of the peop e w qra<juatlon exerc ises of m achinist
Urban League representatives were ,nv*+®  ̂ _ ^ +he League had recru ited  and
apprentices. Among them was a young Negro ma nionths of negotia tions with
placed as a m achin ist apprentice four years completed h is
the employers and the unions. Th.s ^aS ^ 'a n o t h e r  instance, a Negro
apprenticesh ip  and is  now a Journey^ n , ^ ，^ ! ； na firtn5 *,n the paper manufactur-
{ - l l r u s C o p e r a t i o n s  〇, t,e  

firm.

We c ite  these cases because they . ^ d^ e|〇 9+he abi n t » e r In d ° s + Ib U  i+y of 
our fe e lin g s  too. A great deal of c red it  ^  +u it ie s  but  un less we can f i l l
these in d iv id u a ls .  We may develop PL  qet along with other people, our
them wi+h q u a lif ie d  people who have |he pioneers. More power to
work is  in va in . These are the people who are the rea. p

them'

in housing, the Urban League has P ,aced i+s ^ ^ ^ s t a n c ^ l ^ t h e  East Bay, 
programs aimed a t  both Negro and white 9»*〇ups. ^  thef and su cce ssfu lly  prevented
we brought Negro and wM te rea l %  b〇rh〇〇d an a l 卜
p加ic sし ing in a neighborhood，i c h h ，二̂ad:二:ふゐ" 。「咖「咖…

Negro re s id e n t ia l island. With ,ncreas,^ ! ^ % ® ®  J ny a5pec+s of those programs 
and urban redevelopment, w© are conc®^ne^,w!t ++erns Some of the people con- 
as they a ffe c t  Negroes and Negro resjdentla l P®^ * hese housjng programs,
nec+ed with the League are taking very active  ^ a r F r a n c is c o  Housing Authority
了he P re siden十 of 十he Urban League,，ミミ邮 フ こt r 々 kland o ff ic e ,  chaけ11030 0 千
and Mr. Kenne+h Smith, Supervisor of the League s 〇akl 
the Redevelopment Agency in that c ity .

The Urban League is  pleased at t h e s o . ^ ^ o r d e r  to a s s i s t  
are purchasing th e ir  own homes or are x inancial com plications, the
them so they wi l l  not go b lin d ly  ̂  into the eg . 〇 n +he problems of home
League has been sponsoring a s e r i”  〇千 puヒ 丨 ミ  The f i r s t  se r ie s  was held
ownership, from financing +〇 term ites In , 〇̂ v Haynes, a former
a t the Th ird  B a p t is t  Church with the cooperた 。こ 二 ; fr〇 m 伽  church. A second 
member of the Board of the Urban League, an . .  church Rev. Asa D avis, Pastor, 
se r ie s  is  now being given at the l9r C o m m u n i t y  ^ ht^ % ； perts in +he f i e ,d 
At these meetings the d iscuss ions are JjY 3 b n very generous in gi v i ng
of housing. These persons, busy »nd,v,df  5 ®,； !：^ a 
th e ir  time +〇 t h is  e ffo rt. We are gratefu l +〇 them.

of pr^ aV u rrrn tW ： re '̂ re



Leaguee pu!ea dg rea ? Udea'( o T I T f o r T ' nl +"e fW ester" E d i t i o n  o f  San F r a n c isc o .  The
C enter g e t  s t a r t e d  to  the  e x + e n t+〇f I«^ h e ! P ， n? th  ̂ Bayv,ew Neighborhood Community +hP ?• , ? e x t e n t  o f  s e c u n n g  foundation  su p p ort  and serv in q  as
i〇L C + f»scal agent during the first eighteen months of its operation The

f〇r9L Wr：c r u t ^ n ；h：f%9^  spec ia, project

+hp exafnp,es of the Urban League's unpublicized a c t iv it ie s  in a few of
of human needs. We could 丨 is t  others but th is  letter is g e n 丨ng too |0ng

of +hJ^n»-Kr^af ^ea9ue Board and staff welcome this opportunity to tell you something 
n Loague story in our community. You will be hearing from us again.

Sincerely yours,

、な̂
Jeaver

JAB/map


