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RELEASE
OAKLAND ELKS WIN VICTORY OVER GRAND LODGE

ATHENS LODGE No. 70 I. B. P. 0. E. of W.
Oakland, California gets Injunction
AGAINST J. FINLEY WILSON

Oakland, California

Athens Lodge No. 70 reported this week through the Chairman of its appeals
committee, C. L. Dellums, tiiat they had won a Preliminary Injunction against the
Grand Lodge and its local District Deputy, Douglas Simpson of San Francisco and
its local Stearing Committee, C. M. Johnson, Allen Stanford, Lee Gregory, W. R.
Wingfield, stopping them from organizing a new Athens Lodge No. 70. At a Press
Conference in his office Mr. Dellums gave the back ground of the controversy as
follows:

That nearly 3 years ago some of the members of Athens Lodge organized the
Athens Home Association, a non-profit Corporation and sold bonds to certain other
members of Athens Lodge and vrith this money purchased property at 1219 Sth Street,
Oakland, which they still hold, valued at about $3 > - . None of the funds of
Athens Lodge was used in the purchase of this property nor has any been used in
maintaining It that the Home Association has allowed Athens Lodge to use some of
this property free of charge for approximately 25 years and that all of this time
J. Finley Wilson Grand Ex lted Ruler Imew all about it. But that after more than
20 years of such free use Mr. Wilson ordered Athens Lodge to take title to the
property in its own name. A Negro law firm was employed to look into the matter
in order to determine whether or not this could be done. This firm reported that
Athens Lodge did not own this property, never did own it and therefore could not
take it. Tiiat report was mailed to Mr. Wilson and nothing further was said for
about a year when again the Lodge was ordered to take tMs property. Then a white
law Firm was employed to look into the tter with substantially "the same report
being given. Mr. Wilson then ordered the lodge to take the property or be sus-
pended. Since Ms order could not be carried out, tiie Grand Hx&ited iluler sus-
pended Athens Lodge and immediately appointed a few members of Athens Lodge, as a
Stearing Committee for the purpose of organizing a new Athens Lodge, neven though
Athens Lodge had appealed the suspension,f, believing that the members of Athens
Lodge would go along with the Stearing Committee. The great majority refused and
are still dues paying members of Athens Lodge. As a result of this, Athens Lodge
brought suit against the Grand Exalted Ruler, the District Deputy and the Stear-
ing Committee to stop them from calling themselves the New Athens Lodge and try-
ing to organize a new Lodge. The judge stated from the bench, according to Mr.
Dellums, that everything that the Stearing Committee had done up to now was
illegal and told them that they could not organize a new lodge nor could they
recruit a new member and that the only thing that they could do was to try to get
Athens Lodge reinstated in accordance with the provisions of the Grand Lodge.

ATHENS LODGE GOES TO FEDERAL COURT

Mr. Dellums stated that Athens Lodge has now filed action in the Federal
District Court of San Francisco against J. Finley Wilson, and the Grand Lodge
charging an illegal suspension. Athens Lodge charges Grand Exalted Ruler J.
Finley Wilson with violating every section of the Grand Lodge Laws in reference
to suspensions and appeals and that even though his Grand Legal Advisor Perry W.
Howard gave him a written decision on the rights of Athens Lodge while its case
was on appeal, Mr. Wilson ignored and acted contrary 'to Mr. Howard’s legal
opinion. The Court is asked to issue a writ of Mandamus forcing the removal of
the suspension and recognition of Athens Lodge.



EDWARD D. MABSON

916 Kearny Street

San Francisco 11, Calif.
DOuglas 2-3653

Attorney for Plaintiff.
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF ALAMEDA

ATHENS LODGE No.70, an
unincorporated fraternal

organization,
Plaintiff,
VS. No. 223553
J. FINLEY WILSON, JAMES E. PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION

KELLEY, DOUGLAS SIMPSON,
C. M. JOHNSON, ALLEN STMFORD,
LEE GREGORY, W. R. WINGFIELD,
FIRST DOE, SECOND DOE, THIRD
DOE, FOURTH DOE, FIFTH DOE
AND SIXTH DOE,
ifendants.

The Order to Show Cause, heretofore issued in the above
entitled action upon plaintiff’s verified coi*plaint on file herein,
came on regularly for hearing before the above entitled court,
Department 11 thereof, on the 13th day of December,b 1949, and was
continued from time to time for further hearing until the 7th day
of February, 1950, Edward D. Mabson, Esqg., appearing for plaintiff
and Robert C. Burnstein, Esq., of Popper and Burnstein, Esgs.,
appearing for the above named defendants, it appearing that said
defendants have been duly served with the complaint on file herein
and said Order to Show Cause, and said complaint and the affidavits
of plaintiff and defendants having been duly considered and the
Court fully advised in the premised, and the matter submitted, the
Court finds this to be a proper case for a preliminary injunction
and “that sufficient grounds exist therefore,

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that until
further order of this Court, that you, Douglas Sinrpson, District

S1.



Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler of the Improved, Benevolent and
Protective Order of Elks of the World, C. M. Johnson, Allen
Stanford, Lee Gregory, and W. R. Wingfield, the defendants above
named, and all of your counselors, agents and all other persons
acting in aid, or assistance or at the direction of you, or either
or any of you, 'te and you and each and all of you are hereby
enjoined and restrained from doing, assisting in doing, or
encouraging or directing "o 'te done any of "‘the following acts:

From organizing a new lodge under the name of Athens Lodge
No. 70 as the designation or name of such fraternal organization in
the City of Oakland, or County of Alameda State of California, 'by
representation that the said Athens Lodge No. 70 charter is now
revoked, or otherwise, and from conducting, operating or performing
any acts toward the reinstatement of the suspended plaintiff Athens
Lodge No. 70, other than in accordance with the Constitution and
By-Laws of the Grand Lodge of the Improved, Benevolent and Protective
Order of Elks of the World.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that each and all of said defendants
above named and all of their counselors, agents and all other persons
whomsoever acting in aid of said defendants or any of them, or for or
in their behalf be and they hereby are restrained and enjoined, mitil
further order of this Court, from representing or advertising in any
manner whatsoever, that said Athens Lodge No. 70 Charter is revoked,
and are further enjoined from doing any things, acts or matters
whatsoever in relation to said Athens Lodge No 70 other than in ac-
cordance with the Constitution and By-Laws of the Grand Lodge,
Improved, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks of the World.

IT 1S FURTHER ORDERED that plaintiffs file a written under-
taking herein with sufficient sureties in the amount of One Thousand
($1,000.00) dollars.

Dated: February 16th, 1950.

Ralph E. Hovt
Judge of Superior Court
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Atb#as Hgm Ac«s ciatlozi pcurcha»«4 this property with » n«y attppliad 'by indivl-
do«ls 1119PI[jb Xhmir poroii«kM of >ondi 1ft tikx M&m At« iatioa9 Aad %eA fbt

Ast eiaU _| wae aoxupx fit eoi*per&tioa Insox"onkt*dL r the State of OaHfexnla*
*ad th*| aolhiag ootdd do»» «lh«r lhaa pitnrldM %r * C. L« ISelltait
polAt«4 in% that this «a» Qxiasd Bxaltad Iblsr Imt that

a«<nberi of Atheai L ®«* apparwitly aot having coaft~ttsetf in l«gro Attoxw

QANT «etpX 78d Attorney fiobert Bmistaliii a Atton»7 t isreitl™ate the
a& t_r* «nd th&t Attorney Bunut®ia chained th« Lodg* ti»«* a# ouch aa Attoiv
?at”™in did &d gare Athens substszitlaXXjr ilui sane report that Attortasgr

did. Ck DeXXtras than pointed oat that Attome” Barastetia furnished ti™t
M fiilts of hit XwmBtigsAion. not only Athena L d™« %ut also to Altomey Hy‘i
MBstht 8raad Lod"® California Beprsssatatir© ©nd ~Lao Oraad Kasaited Biler Wilson.
Bat In spit« of all this, Athftrus I d” 9&diL loXd ta3c» titX« of the prcfp”

erty b# «i8p«”~«d. Slno« Athsat & dg« eoold no% it was tuspssded* 9.
thea in?l1l.ted omt that Athens had "9en p~aiecd Itt lh« pesiti®i ¢ tht
vhoa tiio polictman knocked down Ih» sldwaUe aM i~ a arretted hi» for blocklag

th«traffic. Athens lodg« CoomittM tSi*n Mtod that %maction $f th« Grand Salted
% laerr«T«7t«d »isc« tbs taspensloa or rather snap si & was
uaju«t« H« th®a «*Xaia»d bs r«f«rr«d to it as a «i*p«ii*i n# p«int*
ing out that the Lod«« had csvar rtc«IT«d a notice of taapenaion lyat feat the
district caa« to Ath«a« | dg« iMiAiiag a th« flnst Sueiday of Jazmar™ 199
and »ad “~xat h® called instrastlons % witgptfad Atliea* Lodge and then pat tha paper
h» v& «upp »ed”r raadlag fr?»a, back in hit pockst. It v&s pointed oat that «tb»
to Athexui Lodg« M&t It*t “caart9jly t&x % the Oyaadl S«crtt&i7 ifh#
fAMlusrud th« taz# stating that Ath«xig I*odge liad mup«tlicdkd a&d that h«t tit#

dfSKod S#e"9%az7x ccmld hesthh bo da&Xiags wilh A0 Im tiatil ilugr stsml”*h%



vith the Gread k&A lodes 4«ci4»d to appeal this No-call9dl;
«8"«&slon since fmr all praotlc«X |»irp 9«d It «s.t satptadtd* ISie th»a

pxotaced a letter nhieh wa« & cop” of a l«tt«r «4dx»afftfi OinsdL 1z~ Ited intlar

« flnler native to «ou”«isloxi aad W Homztl.
dmsl XiigAl Mrl v la nhioh &&_ lewaufd 1#1d Hsv VINiosi at I <Y a
vas pz”~parsd and i& ordor bjs& that heyd tha si”™t to tfsoo”im. aad p&7 tazs«

until Iha arp«al was finally <!llspo««ft f| Nr. + L# H”lbsas than p i«t«d <«it that
sija&se™a £it to A¥h&ms Lodge rocaipt this WA Howard letter that Abbess X"<%e
a’aisi tent t&x to th» OiaM Sscretary vNg a”™ain retupnad it and that Orazid
alte™ Ril*r had aclca widd"®d the legal opinion of tli® GYsad L ags legal Advisor*
Xd™« 3T c«™tr» for kaadll™ appeals va« polsid4 out to t"a &T&d lodge

C Esaltt«* to ghov that Ath s lo o0 had e plied with t2i# &rand hit lhal
Xxalted xhiler had Tlola™M s”etlon of It is mt%Tmac9 i appeals and M"3xd

In of 1 that A ant be r8llutated e+ |"9dd stasdlaae*

lowarfi still insists Ihat Athens eeold cm% TNk » feuit»

tlon «}k5 Athdsis | d”« C &oitte« aak»d 10 t«X| %ha@ hepth Hr™ Syynxd thdm ajM |

if 7~ of &Athims | 498 reprsmitaH § I vh iloid &7 m as%

said th&t €«a™t to h&yn a so that 7011 will hare sociebod/ Hiat uM”rsiaaftt

tMzsgf, He them sent oat for Attorney Bfc™h feBoth e«ie ia forlhvit® and r®oala«4
tolasg lha rest of ths heariiv® Imt said a tiling* QW of tii* ©eEl>er« of tb~ Craad

L "« Cc®aitt®o aaksd if it w&sa% a fact that cjeidb™rship of th.s Hsae Associ™u
tlos and the senbership of A”ns I*od"© identical* X% Hovard I£s di telj
spok« tcj SM anr”~arod in th® affiiaativ™*  Kr« I"XXiaias then said that he 3T eak»
lag for Athens lod”e and in aasv#r to tlis fuestioiif tiie ess”™r vaa & # that ilia
mmsiboT hi® of tlst tv  igsnlzati?ii$ we» aot aow rior u«T3r i*s it idei®ical* Thea

a aaaiber of COEsilttdQ &sk&™ If it la& a t trat that la order for a© to "buy ~

“oaad is the Assoolatlon th&t k» would h&va ta & aamil>«r ~ Wr»nM



Ur* SBIltoid stated that h» was &+ a x«pqp»Mii«ilI T# AtlIMa «dt
aot Athens 3«m Aseool&tloa that bm y#0ld still asaw”P th* g”etH a« mtamir
\mM that at th« %MD 'boada %wed saldt ttavy yiars a$0t timt iia« & rwLim mtt aad
f fth#r that m had iMen told a 8»™«r of tlkpA vm aethiac vr«9|g

IlIflgal a™oat that y«g”ireeidmt asd tlia® aroeh a rtfoixwmi gam At ¢ « Lodge

«3L«1b tbs prop”rin tlae» th«M poarchassd the ofidt vith Uutir

«ad %dw fttndB # Aitomsr Uma «««ia«d aeA

told Hr. Dellttna that h© kns™r 'Jiat it all about and tliat If Mm» 3@Urns didnH
HeMarA, vonild get efrankle Mr. told Attorsiay H w»"d sot to

p 2]l »ny -“snchei and to pl®a»« do t@ frsjak *&Coaas6 th®a* ficasiaitt »eerl&inly

mur frtsk* Nr« Hvaxd %ymask»d if Mr* Btlloas i«c ¢« fauv ywn ¢£ ¢i&sa

MQ* @i*sd Lod™e Cfficert* iaelMiag Hr* Howard and thd “imad Yisitsd

AlfemB lo”se &sd took tm tihls todetlda* Mr. DeUxsas aasv*r»d thftt 0 mmi

ftildr at thd tiao vaa <3ut of the cit"r oa th&i ai™t« Mr« Hovax# saje&.stifi&iUjf
laid that ht had that Hr* Bolltia* vat p zp«f«ljr cut A th« eit/« M«

| ITA Mr« Rov&rd that b« mui surprised H¥6 Mr« Smu N venxld aak* sash

' bieasistt sor«l7 Kr« knew AMlast fa« >&r* HtXImi io'4 that
BelltlBs, didnl% nta fro« aa’tHiy and if axiyon shoold kaov Mp. ?©rry Eowarl
should know it a&sA for th« b#x»fili of cithar awafe«w of i« (*nW'L Lodg« Camsitt«#T

h« imnted th»s to know lhat h« %a@a C# b» D« Um«t O«2sl&adf Calif«»l«« 1&taro&tlon«X
Yic«ur3"«140nt of the Bro exbood of Sl«epiag Car ?ort«r* ieli ali «14 *:plala thsr«
is s lack jT szid that Ol tily fuostiozi that iaj

1b th® city f Chicago ~L«i Mr* A* Hillip Baadolph on tmlosi Imtin»8« aad th&t tha*
thcral® confine* all lufonaad laesibars of Caealtt®# that Selims vouldaH run tr A
aamia*  Kr* cdmogud this wijbjwst th«a tmt ~tta”ted to aj*om that, Ath”ui Lodgtt
dI*s1%vsnt to enrry out instiueitloas tut &fwad 1mlt«d Baler« i~da, M vaa a*wd

luw Lod™ could cany amt those inatmetiojis sud &tt«ntlos \mm ealled %« a



c«2Baami?ati a sigiued Whltn*y S*al%dr of Athens Lodge asking th«
Grand lod"e the saod <ri«3tl«a “ien pointed «at that the qta@3ti n was still niw
9BFOMPI. end «Rfttdd to ol effild a sogp’uillthi of Alhwtm U>"m
stand.* fh» awofe«r» of th® Srwad jtist thsr* s« if th#y were
spectators ar4 Chaixeazi Krt If h* by dlumo# ksd th# paper* of
lacorporatlon Z5d th* dt JiXk> M Hra* Assoc iatidii* Mr* D«lli«a t«ld hia
that To ~.d ha?5 a*d tfet be "bor? vad4 th«19 fi"Si th« Sscretar® of Athens Hcn«
Association and h£” to retitm th"i# Sh« Chaixsaa th«i aik»d if these pap”m ccmld
' laft Wth Gjsnd tod f 3 da few alnat e to that thOy esuld P?sd
thses sjnd tliat the 7 v tl® th«n return theis a»d fehat *e couldImit in thm aati-toos
for th * fhers iw rfurifir  ftftioiui Athiaa lodge C :iHee Isft p«p’ W
Ath th§ Orsoid Loc*e Corsnittoe and ia th« a&ti*r$ 8 for abefut en hwr

2ills -t for -=ad T JT tj that the® could ~_.“pert*



Whitnsr Lester A 12-

70-9//S

April 5th 51
Mr* A«3« Bradley
Gra&d Ssquiro
¢17 Dayman street
Long Baaoh, Calif*
Dear Sir & Brother$-

Brother C*L« D61112ms 9 president of the Brotherhood

of Sleeping Car Porters» and ehaiznan of the legal eommittee# appointed to
protect the interest of Athens Lodge will b« iIn the southern part of th«
state next waekyand is planning to oall on you for tha purpose of seeking
an aoleable adjustment of the dissension now existing In Athens lodge #70/

and _"hieh has _ 9ﬂ.dallb«ratel% leapt aliT« dlahonaat and 8 li ing aen
to further their o™ aalfiah ambitions*

Brother DdlItms has the OBkplot6é oonTl1dgil00 of ths
member* of Athens lodge, inoluding your bumble serrant, and if the Grand
Lodge has giyen you the power to effect a aettlament of this long standing
controversy# then any terms that Dalltuas and your goodself agree upon vill
"te faithfullyjupported by the membership of Athens Lodge #70.

) With best wishes for the good health of yourself
and facilly9

I remain fraternally yours»

Thomas M« Jaokso
Acting See*y Ath
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Attonoy «t L«v
| 414 « X3th 3tre«t

oeuclaad X,8tht CaUfo?nia

D«ur ur* ~unm fUKi

Th# dcnaittM fra pX*Xatitt AAmx9 Lodg* iSo. t t «9polaM j

for pftrtioolAr puxpoM of « ««i4«riAg «a mtitmiajt Mttim/umt
, X tne aatt«r of Att"B lo4gd H «? ts* i>ou'Xae sls‘paoa,

« ¢ p«adlu« la the p«ri  Court of AiAaeda soufttye the |
MXIMFEIAN eeos]it|A X top #uo& *etS3srototl

i* Shat th# tcroQ"ful tan iamdleSeJLy

I ttm% p 1A ia tifr Atiika« Ho* 70 be r*«o«&IMA mtA
mtored to m i iwab«iwfcip m tbo GmA Lode* x# b. p, o# s, w*
a« of th« 4ate of said purfort«d ani»p«G8io , to «tritt th» 4th 4«y |
of Jftsuarjr 194 « aa4 [ stasdiag ttf 4MMIt fy M iy
samber Qt M id piaiattrr Lod«« bo vtmo”~laM «34 bar said
dxttod Lod"9 «« of miA, date, Jtrwajy 194%*

3* th« aiOy i»«iia 1 4& UXx tftl« p3«istiff Lodge U to
tw ?”uls 94 to vULX bo th# Kuc for thv Amrio”s »%.

%\iiB d~winuiat ! “acuBBsalWMb»
“*  Tlsftt tbs putror™M *ttcaapt % DDia«t»t« tmx® plain tiff
A CIEE R . S **i4 fifemtad Lodg*
iiatM dIfttcXy «taaAmM4t md tbat said piaiutiff Ath”?i* Lo”s* Ito* fO |

be h*14 M fe aad fnw «ny 411 d«btn «ad obll ti |
eare«t«d and omd bjr 4of«adaat Douglas SIm"acm aal his Sieeftns
Caaritdoc« aaA <rid9i»* «f th« p~facat af 411 «u9ii AtSKIl kt |
cxmm”™d And und#ysdj@Efceds

8« Th% th® pi<evlsloas Xt'nui X &fld 8 b«797T| SispsiHEbovs |
eet forth* «i»U not "piy to d«fsdaa% f, r. 91agfl«ldf f«p th>

feUo«Ug vmobsi
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Hr* Hobdrt Bum st«iAf 19&X»

Prlox1to «k!4 imported sm”asicak «aid Wingfl<lA bad MOmk
<tulf trM and found gsil*r of lunriME a&sappropntM teteaUaX
fash to plaintiff Atlxm* /> He* 70»
wottefully neicvlag «4 otx¥71ligmmJ r««<rrd«t * r«piac « 9»vi 4
of camymr9 tvm th« ru*« ftistt oTfle« of IAtttt leO”si

t&« [»«iialt7 ialX>««d thoa Ua try »«id p la la tIff m i dhilr
Appxor«4 by Sistridt Deputy Orsod J?ul«p thai upoa
th# ftppolntaeat ef 4eT«edaa% DouXmi 31lmpsoa> as so«!li Blstvlot
O”putyj h«, said ©oufiaa 3iap«ent wroxigfuXi»t «ad
w ilfully st «aid aslt7 pla 4 t*oa id 9ia@ n«I& aad
fo»#4 »Aid plAi& tiff 1 4«» to «tt«tor« to »«tb«rship

M astlf of aald poaolty istpoanft tali ledge*
6 Tliat HO jp2«88 7«1 83«  Ja Il b» SMd« of tfe« miltimwmt
of t&iai lo<I®i « atr TOr»7, nor aay &egotiatioa* tl»r«fo» hy aay
r«Aa 97 780as vtaaso i% other than tIM «vt2urnse  g«ttte I
v<ai»Te8«ntatlT9s off sal« pl*4 at$ff Mto«n# lod«« y « ? ,
all p«?«Q8ftl p A« vtdv of KisN «r AM ripti fta
pAT7tl«ul«v33r States Bosidft m4 Ben* AsaooiatiMi b€ As9
vmxnn™L or tbk«n fsm th« p 6M««lda of said plalaU ff Atheas
Lodge Ho, 70 salA daftadimt# or any \hm9 or aajr pevsoft
*etlas for A~ in thtir b«!»ilft ~isll % r*tunsod in taot to Mkid
S rI*latiff Lo%o.
3* Tfcat tho OrasA Lodge 3«nd p lala tiff 10d”i an apolrgr f«p
its w"jjagTsil aai improper pturporM euspenAlon*
9* that »atd pUinurf Lod"e b« i-imbur~d *
fo all eo«t aod 63« Mui laoux] ™ 6a4 ou it
vrvry ttiiog j* aatter® as a ro«alt of ~iid purported su“mi»loa# |
10* any aad a Il f\oOA» la poesessloa 9f defon~sut* and

steering c »»itte« b« fa 4«liT«r«4 to plaiatiff



Burxistcin, !Saroh 1951.
Ko« ?0s
it etipiaftt«4 tbat 1& Iha, Mrtaift

fiOUan p«2Aing 1& tha Superior Court In Alaaed« Oeuaty, “mla

AthA&ii Lod«» 90» to la plAIntITf *sd Douslft« 3S”M«uit «%«!le! *r%

dAfoadants 10 g'gAnM ftnd #nter«d i& fisvor cf pX«l&tlfr»
HsspsdfuXXy
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