


To: Franklin D. Roosevelt Library
Hyde Park, NY

FROM: Robert L, Allen, Ph.D
University of California, Berkeley

RE: Research Request
DATE: June 11 2007

| am a researcher doing a study of the March on Washington Movement of
1941.1am writing to request copies of two documents. These are FBI reports
found in President Roosevelt's Official Files. They are identified below:

OF 10-B, Numbered FBI Reports, box 13, no. 794, J.E. Hoover to Major General
Edwin M. Watson, Secretary to the President, The White House, May 31,1941,

OF 10-B, Numbered F/l Reports, box 14, no. 835, “Memorandum Re: March on
Washington Movement,enclosure J.E. Hoover to Major General Edwin M.
Watson, Secretary to the President, The White House, June 19,1941,

Please advise me of any fees associated with copying and sending copies of
these documents. |would be pleased to pay a reasonable fee for such services.
Please send the materials to:

Robert L. Allen

Adjunct Professor

Department of African American Studies
University of California

Berkeley, CA 94720-2572

E-mail rlallen™herkelev.edu
Phone: 415 377-9478

Thank you for your assistance.



Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library

Facsimile
TRANSMITTAL

to Robert L. Allen
fax# 510 238 9165

re; FBI Reports
date: 6/19/07

pages 5 Pages (including cover sheet).

Dear Dr. Allen,

Here are the FBI reports that you ordered* As per your request, hard copies of these documents will be
mailed to you along with your credit card receipt.

Sincerely,

Matthew C. Hanson

Enclosures:

FBI Report 794, J. E. Hoover to H. M. Watson, May 31,1941(1 page)
FBI Report 835, J. E. Hoover to E. M. Watson, June 19,1941(3 pages)

Fr rm the fr.
Matthew C. Hanson

Franklin D. Rooadv/Jt PrA7id~ntial Library
4079 Albany Post Road

Hyde Park, NY 12538

Telephone: (845) 4B6-7760

F$x; (845)4SS-1147

Email; Matthew.HansonQnaracjov

A Presidential Library Administered by (he National Archives and Records Administration

Aavaan-aaj
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Current Folder: INBOX Sign Out
Compose Addresses Folders Options Search Help Shares

Message List IPelete Previous INext Forward I Forward as Attachment IRenlv |

Subject: FBI Reports 794 & 835
From: "Matthew Hanson" <Matthew.Hanson@nara.gov>
Date: Mon, June 18, 2007 11:34 am
To: rlallen@berkeley.edu
Priority: Normal
OptiOl’lS View Full Header 1View Printable Version IDownload this as a tile

Dear Dr. Allen:
This is iIn response to your request for FBI reports # 794 and # 835.

We have located FBI report # 794 in Official File 10b, Justice
Department: FBI Reports, 1941:781-799 (box 13). This document is one
page in length. We have also located FBI report # 835 in Official File
10b, Justice Department: FBI Reports, 1941:833 - 854 (box 14). This
material is three pages in length. Reproductions made by the Library
Staff at your request are $0.50 per page, with a minimum charge of
$10.00. Therefore, to olrder these four pages, it will cost the $10.00
minimum charge. The Library accepts payments by check, money order, or
any major credit card. Remittances should be made to the Franklin D.
Roosevelt Library. On credit card orders, provide the type of card, the
name on the card, the card number and expiration date, and a telephone
number where you can be reached during business hours. You will be sent
the yellow copy of the credit card slip as your receipt. Since our
e-mail is not encrypted, we recommend that you fax your credit card and
order and mailing information to 845-486-1147 (Attn: Archives
Department).

We hope you find this information helpful. Please let us know if you
would like to proceed with this order, or if there is anything else we
can do to be of assistance.

Sincerely,

Matthew C . Hanson

Archives Technician

Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library
4079 Albany Post Road Hyde Park, NY 12538
Phone: (845) 486-7760 Fax: (845) 486-1147

VISIT US AT: www.fdrlibrary.marist.edu

The Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museums
website contains more that 13,000 digitized archival documents,
photographs , finding aids, educational resources, upcoming events
and visitor information.

Delete & Prev | Delete & Next

Move to: INBOX 1 (Move 3
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER
DIRECTOR
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Prhrral 1Surt of  JitmrHtiQattim "
Htttth States BMartmpttt of luoth?
oMltgtim* S . . /

May 31,1941
PERSONAL AND

Major General Edwin M. Watson
Secretary to the President
The Idlhite House

"Washington, D. C*

Dear General Watson

Information has been received from a con-
fidential source to 'blie effect that on June 1, 1941,
the National Negro Congress plans a mass demonstration
in Washington, D. G . t is confidentially reported
that the Negroes assembling in Washington, D= C” will
demonstrate against alleged Jim GrowZX practices.

These data, as have pointed out have been
obtained confidentially and are being made available
to the President and you in order that you might be
kept currently advised of matters of his kind.

With assurances of hqt highest regards.

Sincerely yours,

k .

BY SPECIAL MESSENGER

DECLASSIFIED
1«0+11652 Sec. 5(B)(2)
Justice Dept, better, 9-21-73
By DBS, NLR, Date ~ ag”n
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_ Wintta nf JimrutinNiitiiitt
Bittsrii it|i«rtmriit of ittftUf
k«iPDrSb 9. <L

my 317 1941
PERSONAL AI® iii_—  Ne11l.

Hegar General Edwin M. Watson
Secretary to the President
The House

Washington, D, C,

Dear General Yfetsons

iKfsyiaatioii ha 'te u received from a con-
ildential source to the effect that on June Is 19413
the Natiorsa Uegro Congress plans a mass demonstration
in Washington, D= O= It is confidentially* reported
that the Ifegroes assembling in Washington, D. C., vfill
demonstrate ~gainst alleged "eJim QooM practices.

These data, as r have pointed 0 1 have been
obtained confidentially and are being mde available
to the President and jou in order that you might be
kept ourrantly advised of matters of this kind.

¥1th assiirsnoes of hqt highest regards,

Sincerely yours®

DECLASSIFIED
2*0.11652,, Sec. 5(E)(2)

JuBtiea Pegk. lekter 9-21-72

Aavaan-aad iS1193"317a 7w
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June 1B, 1941

MEMORANDUM

Infomation has been received to the effect that A.
Phillip Randolph, a Negro leader in the United States and former
head of the National Negro Congress has organized a MNegro March
on Washington® which is to take place on July 1, 1941* The object
of this March is to make a titremendous demonstration against
Jint-crowism and imperialist war*H

Randolph”~ HNegro March on Washington Committee*l is calling
for 100,000 Negroes to join in the March to demand abolition of
Jim-crowism against Negroes in government departments and in
national defense industries*

Of particular significance is the attitude of the Comnronist
Party concerning the proposed March. It Is to be nated that A*
Phillip Randolph in April1940 severed his connection with the
National Negro Congress because of its alleged control and domination
by the Communist Party. It appears that the Comamnist Party has not
been invited to participate in this March, The Party, however, has
expressed a very real interest in the proposed undertaking. James
W* Ford, leading Negro member of the Commanist Party and three times
its candidate for Vice President of the United States, has issued
rmmeroms statements in support of the said March . n speaking of
the March, Ford declared:

it reflects the trends of siilitancy to be obsejrved. at
the present moment— trends which go far beyond the intent
and purpose of those -who initiated the March on Washington*f;

Ford also alleged that the March unquestionably

~reflects the bitterness which a large section of the Negro
people has expressed against jim-crowism as a national policy.



It also reflects the deep concern o-F progressive trade unions
and other siilailar forces among the whites over the sitmation
of the Hegro in the United States today.1l

The purpose to which the March -will undoubted]™- be put
by the Gommunist Party is indicated by the following statement
recently issued by Foi*ds

nThe Gommonist Party endorses all efforts of the
Negro people to fight against this jim-crowism, which
is now the national policy of the government. The Megro
people want jobs, democracy, and a decent standard of
living; they want healthy bodies, the right to vote in
the deep South, passage of the anti-lynching bill and the
abolition of jim-crow as a national policy. The Coisimanist
Party supports 100 per cent the Negro people in their
demands for economic security, full equality, and a happy
11fe in this countrys~

There is some indication that the Coinmunist Party will
endeavor to convert the March into a Communist demonstration. This
is indicated by Ford”"s statement to the effect that the program
of A. Phillip Randolph who is organizing the March calls for Mcomplete
support of a war program*1l He fm*ther alleged that Randolphs aim
is a doubt to head off any real struggle of the Negro people
against this war program.M Without this struggle, Ford declared
there can be no successful elimination of discrimination#

Focd, finally recammendedt

tfThe Negro people, together with their white friends and
allies” should use "te! occasion of the March on Washingtioii

to make a trei&end Tis deiaons™bra®bion against- Jim—crowism and
the imperialist war*M



June 13 1941

I0.M JLAMJID .UM

Information has been received to the effoct that A*
Phillip Randolph, a leader in tho Unit«d States and fomsr
head of the National Megro Gongre has organized a MNogro March

on W««hin™tonn uhleh is to take place on July 1j 1941* ThO object
of this Mazcli is to make & tremendous denoonstration against

JInaoivisai and imperialist war*H

Randolph*s wNegro March on Washington CcamiitteeH is cjalling
for 1DO, Negroes to join in the March to demand abolition of
Ji“h-crowlsm against Negroes in gov~mmsnt dopftrbments and in
national defense Industriese

OF particular significance is the attitude of the CouiRimlat
Party concerning the proposed liSyeh. It is to be noted that A«
Phillip Randolph in April 1940 severed his cormsetion ndth th«
National Negro Congreas because of its alleged control and dom™DAtion
by the Gofiuaimist Party. It appears that the Conamnist Party h&s not
b«en inrited to participate in this March* The Party, however, h&s
expresiied & v«ry real interest In the proposed undertaking* Jamsa
W* Ford, leading Negro mea3>«r of th« CoKmanlst Paz“ty and three times
its candidate for Vice Prasident of the United States, has issued

numerous statooents in oupport £ the said ilard* In speaking of
th« Starch, Ford dod»r<mMit

MIt reflects the trends of militancy to be observed at
tho present jphniakE- *tr«nda which gp far be/ond th© intent
gj|d purpoae of thow who isiitiatecl March on Isligton-

Ford also alleged that the MartJii ungtiestioriablx

~reflects thd bitterness which a large section of the Negro
people has expressed against Jim-crowisra as a national policy.

PQ 39vd A&ivaain-aaj iIS19S°St=8 PQ-I  LQQZ/81/9Q
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It also refects the deep concern Of progressiya trade unions
and other siiail&r forces among the whites over the situation
of the Ndgro in the United States toda./*M

The purpose to uhlch the ifetreh idll undoubtedly be put
the Coawunist Party i» indiceted by the following statement
recently Ifisudd by Fordt

nTh» CoMscmist Party endorses all efforts of the

Negro people to Fight against tills jiswerowism™ which
ia now the national policy of the gOTemment* The Negro
people want jobs™ democracyf and & deeont atandard of

tyjr want healtiay bodies, the right to rote iIn
tht dGep South, paseaghi of tho anti-lynching bill ad. th«
abolition of jlm-crow as a national policy. The Coffinmist
Party euppo”™e 100 per eeat tho Negro people iIn their
deoand* for «eoeoioio s urity, full equality, and a happy
life in this country<"

THi®r« 1 C%e indication that tah* (Jomunist Party will
endeavor to convert the March into a C<xosmi8t d€i»onstrati n. This
is indlc&tdd by F t'da si&"tsEBTit &0 T d that th« program
of A. Phillip Randolph irtio is organising the March calls for scomplete
nxipport of" a irar progr«a.w Ho further that Randolph” stsi
ia “without a doubt to off ay* 1xal struggle of tbe Nfro people
against thlc war program,» Without tJjls struggle, Ford declared
there can be 110 successful elimination of discrimination«

Ford fina.11” recosmendeds

rthe Hegro people™ together with thslr khite friends and
alllea,, should use the occasion of th« March on Wftahingtoa
fo iBke a treiissdous deiaoristration against jiin-acjfvisn and
the imperliftlist wartv

Aavyain-aaj Z31198tRB tS:n  ILHS/ST70
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June 19, 1941

PERSONAL AND
BY SPECIAL MESSENGER

Major General Edxvin M. Watson
Secretary to the President
The Miite House

V/ashington™ D. G.

Dear General Watson:

am transmitting herewith as of possible
interest to the President and you a memorandum
concerning A. Phillip.Ranao ph a Negro leader fin
the Uni ed States and former head of the National
Negro Congress, who has organized a rjNegro March

atiie

on Washington' ?#iich is to tal<e place on July 1, 19Ae .

With assurances of mj highest regards,

Sincerely jours,

Enclosure



JOHfi BOQkk MOOVEA

dircctor

B 39wd

Jirdntl Snmn nf Jtm$t0«ii d
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June 19,1%1

PEP AL
BY SPECIAL 13SSE R

liagor Qener&l Edwin Tatson
Secret.d4i/ tO the President
Ths Wilts House

ITashi“ton, D. C.

Dear General 'Tataon

I ani transmitting herewith as oH possible
interact to the President and you a raemoranduoi
coacerning A, Phillip Randolph, a Negro leader in
the united States and former head of the National

Negro Congress, ?h has organised a nflegro iiarch
on Washingtonl which is to take place on.July | , 19411

With assurances of my highest regards,

Sincerely yours.

Enclosure

A ayaai~1-agj 13119817318
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Federal Bureau of Investigation
Freedom of Information/ Privacy Acts
Release

Subject COTTRELL LAURENCE DELLUMS



FILEDESCRIPTION

S U B J E C T COTTRELL L. DELLUMS

F I L E N 0] . Njo° N



tel Fr*&oiM«» CalifoRii™
Mar™i114» 1941

8p«oi«l> AE«Bt la
Lm 1&FE*1 CMiforaia /
[X
S»i COTFKSILW muw . n/k
HTSSN1L sscxmm

Om t Sirs

It has b»«a r«port#4 to this ofrio« th&.t tho ab Y«
IndiTldual h*d b««a plA «d on looal Draft
laad™AlifomiiiL™ t&roui”™ tin* inTlu™no# of |

L Jtrm. Los A&29XW "

It i* r*yatad thit this Tffi « b« adrlsed of
r*Ifttioa b«twM] »d th« C nmlst F»r~. ee inill-
o«td bj tb» gmirinnis iIn your on th« Gesmiai»t
Par™7« "nwill al«o apreldt* toy Imforsiatim. «r&lX*bl«
In your m«« readinc the &or« S, jedt™

Toort rmry txul”

X* J. L* PIEPEft
8xeiftl Agent in Char”

3S

A A By

100*756
--Sfltjrh”~ Sp”~iAg /£Cnu

b7c

Tr



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FormXo« 1

HISCASE R SINATED AT FRANCISCO. CALIFORNIA NO 100-4142

WHICH MADE v

REPORT MADE AT DATK WHIKN M/DE # f PERIOD FOR ftSPORT MADE BtY
\] 3/25,26 41 \

LOS ANGELES

TITLE ~ 1 CHARACTER OF CASE

COTTRELL L?DELLUMS, with alias 0« L. "Dellua® INTERNAL SECURITY

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS Subject C* L* DALLIUAS formerly
connected with th”~rotherhood of
I Sleeping Car Porters at Oakland9
/’ (Jalifornia, nas on the executive

JLeasrue In December. 1Q37. F "1
1 I

1 qregistered as b7C

in 1930, but changed his party
affiliation to Democrat in 1934*
i lhad an article in a
Lst Party p\ablication called ORNA
itheWli in 1936. This hE W ---=\m
)licaxion was sponsored by the 553
nerican Youth Congress, Other
Communists had articles iIn this
publication* Jhas been
connected id.L Tryiiflilillst Party front
organizatio: E\ilarly in the
year 1936. ladvocated the
repeal of the California State

Criminal S$™nndicalism Law« JUL 17 190 (

- RUG -

REFERENCE: Letter from San Francisco Division office to
Los Angeles Division, March 14 ,1941.

APPROVEO AND
FORWAROCD

COPIES i

fABureau
>-San Francisco
2-Los Angeles

Go* Atk



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Korin No, 1

ThMS CASE ORIGINATED A FRANCISCO 100-045
REPORT MADE i DATE WHEN MADE \PNEHRfICOHD’\;CA)gE REPORT MADE BY
W a 3/25,26/a c b7C
CHARACTER OF CASE
COTTRSLL L# DKLLCM5. vith C* L» Delluee IKTSR3UX SKCDRITI

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS

ASmMSNCSi1

APPROVED AND
FORWARDED

Subjtat C« L. DSLLOUS forMrly

eann«et«d vlth th« Brotherhood of
SI*«plIng Car Port«r« at Oakluidj
Califorals, ao «z*outiT«

MMBiIttM of tabor, = of /
I"acu« In S»ceBdt>T. 1937.1

T MUM UM .
u

a Sooralist IN 1w X&g«X«« County

In 1930F but changed his party b7C

1o Coor*t_iIn X9«

Ixd an artlol™ iIn «
Caeroaist Party publieatifin e<lid
th* mew=1 In 1936* Thi«
publieatloa m  «ponvbrd tm
As«rlo«n Touth Cangr«ua 8¥h«r
CooViomixts d artackMi In this
publiwrtiott™ T fuu i
ooan«ot«d_1dtA OsrejLift Party front
organisational cartioularly In th

year X936« | __|«dT  At«d the
r«pMl of 10* uaiXtomli. 3tat«
Syndleallsu law «
_ RDC - K UNCUSSi o
2

L«iWr i1V K San Franeiaoo ULrUlaa afrio”™ to
Lo« DiTUlon™ Mareh 14n 1941.

SPCCIAi. A<kKNT

N CHAMK DO NOT WRITE IN TMS0S SPACES

COPIES OF THIS REPORT

[§]
Franclaco
2 Loa Ang«IM

441



b7C

L. A. #100-a42

DETAILSs

....... las of June 5% 19A > resided
I1 s Angeles= This information was
sacxired from the Los Angeles Cotinty Registrar of Voters, whose records
indicated that he Kras a Democrat as of that date and a meinber of the
California State "semblv> He identified hlioself asT |
I He had a former address ofi T
Los Angeles. The Precinct book indicated that aT

For the information of the San Francisco Division office,
]is a Negroe

In effort to ascertain i«hether] Jwas connected irlth
the Gammunisd Pasty, the hes Angejlés Govally Regpasinar of voters record
was checked back to the year 1930* The First registration of]

Joccurred on January 11,1930, when he gave as his polt’ical
pariy affiliation the designation "Socialiste” He gave his occupation
as | 1Los Angeles,
rT3n June £3% ne changed his nar v affiliation
tp xremocrat and gave lus address as On January 30.
1936 he advised his party affiliation was Democrat and his occupaitioni
] He still registered as a Democrat on March 2 , 1936, maiv*

Tie cnangea”™ELs address tof I On June 7, 1937 he

again gave as his address7| his party affiliation

as Democrat* /

organizafion laiam as sponsor tor rifvmvi nf rto

Hundred for Political Unity.» | [was issued in October 1937.
jui - a ljoimiiuns® puoxxc A en ™ rmhirlv

published in San Francisco, | IIn the issue of -

J haa an article winch in substance exposed the false
ideology of many Negro leaders T*o advocate isolation of the Negro people.

Jmas one of a group of speakers who spoke
at the Epic Auditorium at a meeting at 123 North Lake Street, Los Angeles,
on February 28,1936. The source of this information ims an article in
the Western Worker™ on| |at pages! andP The article
stated that there were about two tnousand. peoplfe™-jresln™ and indicated
that the meeting was called to advocate the repeal of the Cfiaifornia
State Criminal Syndicalism Lav* At this meeting recommendations were

-2



L. A. #100-4142

made tihich also covered a request for a mLnisium sentence imposed upon
the Sacramento, California victiias* Resolutions also called foj* the
death of vi~ilantism* “The speakers  this meeting were| 1
jand others who were Involved
in the Sacramento, California State charge of a Criminal Sradicalisra
Law violation. This was in 1935* [_
Ithe s*cate or uaiiromia. wais present as a sD"aker.

Other prcwiinent persons attending "Wwerel land
lis a Los Ancrelea attorney and a former recristered voter
as a Comomnist* He is attorney fori | He is also
nmnirminl + hxa e mua ns a
Both

the €T,are or (af]rnmial
land otners namea alore-meri”ipned we
Jat Sacramento,
@Galii“omia in 1933. " " " [

In 1936 the Aiaerican Touth Congress™ a Communist front
organization, had a riiblication entitled the »*Winner,w Th” Marnh
issue of the "Wirmerl, at page 7, contained an article byL

Entitled wWNolT,to Toy with Theory*f, This apparently concerned
TEe watchword of the”egro Congress held at Chicago, Illinois on
February 14 1936* The "Wiiiber* was a five—cent pamphlet—type paper

published at Los Angeles by the American Youth Congress in 1936* The b7C
] - a Conanunist Party name for an individual known

mSst Jwoo is a irell-knoim Communist in Southern California.
Tat that time nasi [In 1936 the

»>/Ihner», was published at Room 4 A in tEe American Bank Building,
Los Angeles*

A Communist Pairty m"sber named} who was
prominent m Oakland™ California and Alameaa uoun™y, uaj-if rnia
Communist circles in 1935 and 1936, and riho is now connected with the
1.L.D* at Los Angeles, also had an article in the "Winner-- which
article advocated the repeal of the California Criminal Syndicalism Law,

A review of the "tIrimer*l of Mart*h 1Q” reflects that the
article afore-mentioned ofl Jadvocated Negro
cooperatives and the use of a United Front*

I Jwas interested in '"the California Conference
for the repeadTol, the Criirinal Syndicalism Law, which ims held
Aprill9,1936 in the Bay”egion area* He was also interested in the
organization knonn as thefWjfipic.1



L. A* #100-a42

Th~rJd~eople”™ Worldw> a San Francisco Communist Party
publication uhljeh replaceof the "'Western Worker** in its issue of June 3,
1938, reflect™fl that] "Jparaded in behalf of the HCitizens Newsl
strike# TheJdp6itizens Wews¥lis a Hollywood, California newspapere

~confidential Informants! land ladvised that
,»theydiave no infottflatlCn that limcates that! J was a
holder of a Conmrunist Party meiobership book* Tliey siatet!, however, that
he has close association and interest -with other Communists, particularly
the Negro groinse

The report of Labor®"s Non-Partisan League on the State
Convention held at San Franciscoj Deceniber 11 and 12, 1937 reflects b2
that Subject C* DKIXT2M5 nas connected with the Brotherhood of b7C
Sleeping Car Porters group at Oakland, California and at Alameda County,
California* b7D

A letterhead as of January 3, 1938, of Labor*s Non-Partisan

League reflects that Subject DEIILDVMS was a member of the executive
consnittee. The minutes of the Califonnia State Convention of L,N,P*L*
which was held at San Francisco December 11 and 12,1937, names the
election of officers and indicates, that Subject DELLUMS ir9s on the
executive committee# [ Wwho is well known to thf
~an Francisco (ifavmiati connections, =

at that tine representing €He

San Francisco*

- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN -

MIAM



FEDERA BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Form No* 1

THIiS CASE ORIGINATED A m w cirjoo, CALIrORKU 100_756
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADC period for report made by
WHICH MADE
SAK FHANCISOO, CAUF. 3-a*24>">0| @5
) CHARACTER OF CASE
m i

cormix 1, osuilifs# «ith

C«rroll Delloss. C* L« P«llunt. E SEOKITr (C)

SVNOPSIS OF FACTS- i<< C)* &< dt((
829 Bro«lduir«t <
M  b«r of 'e *I draft bo«rd 73, Oakland,
and rportcd t bm 1smiln™ ordtrs thkar*
in violation of rulatlw in placing
unichairftbk ludiTltaAlg In th» sn™d
tofremm of
pn aooount of Matiritimg b7C
ABwrjwv was_mvemims o f th« bo™rd* Subj#et
JIILsERL galaB«d Ba board brl 1
Jfora«r rtEiat«r«d Soolkkai«t Party
In Lm AnMilts «nd pr«Mntl7® K«gro
CtHToml™> Stit* LNdator#,
"IT» M»O«i Akdkd with Ceavnnl »t Purty
Trodt x< EMIgnod position  ehalman
of Uil Youth Congro» on bas10 of
'ﬁF¥=SEujonaX PF««Iqﬁnt to th | th«
ofFIMr* ««iar« Coomnlvts* Ep re<l to
with Chaat&ﬁs in
OkItnd# and to hvar« Ciateonlail Tari j
Mnneotlons. R«port«d to hart fIx#4 fal»«
Ineo™ t«x ritamn for 19A *

Tha thtl« ot this oxs« IS (Mivcged 1O Inolude th &11m
CARROLL DELLUUS.

HEFEHEKGSE This innvitlgfttiim is pr«dIMt«d on Inforantlceai
M«lvd f m Conflteitlal InFYiWutta and «our««

o
of Infemtka
APPROVED AND SfTCIAL AOLKr
FORWARDED IN CMAROE DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES

COPIES OT THIS REPORT

sM H
* Lo« Anf«l*«

2 San Franel»eo



Thm 1t Mt oat bx<doir In mmauagj tom the Information
required kg the Boreau In isfcunaX *ettzit? eases togeth«r \dith
that required bj Bureau taXetypes ckdxd Uareh 3 and March 69 1941*

NILE: COTTSSUi L« D8 hiuBsiikth aliases: Carroll OeXluosh

and C* L» Dellunw<*

Address; 829 Broekhnrst Str~t” Oakland, CallfomU*

Repob&tioat a Coasnaziiat™

Oceupatlon: Pozmsr Tlee<Yrwsidsat local Brotheziiood Sleeplng

Chu Port«rst#t Ueob«r of Local Draft Board 73, «

Proprietor of pool hall, 1718 S«r«ath Sttt st Oaklamd*

ijaXoaobilMt X9A Cadlllao Four-door touring seda™ motor
nfO ttw 3544951* 1941 Callforaia lieenao plate XK 5AX*

OrganiMtioost Natlowil Hgro Congress™ Labors Non Partiaan

L«aga#t Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters.
dtisensfaip: United Bom iIn Tvcutp Januaiy 3 ,1900*
Nationality; unknown.

Dezerlptiont Negro; ag« 41;bom 1*3004 height 5 11"
«Jr8 gray; hair black; JMarital status™ aarri«d#

>iifidantlal InfozsazitT adrl8ed on July 3# 194 » that
he had be«n advised by an Infonunt that Sabj«et nia an ofHelal of
the CoX«O* Union, Brothwhood of Sleenl Car Port«r9 and oot«lrkd
a salary from thict poaitton linfonvVHt adfisvd b« mui
positive in his omn nind tht CHXXAIS uma a Coesatzish, althoogh
«ns unable to gird asyr Stbstantisting widtnee to that effect™ He
stated th«t DBLUHS nas an offlertl 1n th Labor?* Non Partisan
for th« 17th Aascnblj 1218trict? and that Z31iBjS held an
executive poartloa in the Nctlonal K«gro Oongress, deb is
Coo«mlittle«l 17 expdorolit* 1ho Labors Hon Partisan is a
Coanunist xwnt organigation»> Thl« luferant adyjg™kth>t aocce of
I3fIXQU5 ajUBfi 1 ItUASEIL
This last indITidtud is tobject of
ititamol s&eori tv c«s« in the ten Frsneiaeo Fittld OFfloc

Ithat if Chzist Irae on earth he would Nour« e

""tommanisE**

This infozBiat adYi«d that it wm his b« l«F tht
DELUAGS filed & f«ls« 1acooM tax retum for 1940~

b2
b7C
b7D )



b2
b7C
b D

rs

Md that

| frea!l - got DBJJJIMB on
Draft Board 73 in Oakland* H« also adrised that VBJJJJUS na«
vice president of the Sleeping Gar Porters and a moaber of the
Democratie Party Central Comltten*

Bftforeaee la made to report of Special AgontP
of April 2 ,1941# San Francisco File in inatant eaae. Lo-
File 100-47M2. idi.rein it Is ahoim that
~Ifron Los Angelas, who was fomerlj
& oocxiad.it FMty FijllliffCllvoter and was associated with various
Commmagt front organisatlfoom*

___0n Jannazy k9 194i«T Tadylaed thst S*«etfs full naaa
is COTTBEEX L* HEUINCS and that h« r*«ld«9 «t 829 Brockhorst
Oakland; that h« rnyglstert™ in Alameda Counter as « O«ooer«t In th«
1940 «l«etion and stated that he hm bom In ?«x&3* Subject is
described bj Infomaixt as being 51 XIn*

Infomant fttrth#r advised that Subject in pjhoprittor of
a pool h«ll at 1718 SermAh Street in Weat Oaklaad, California*

lof
Oakland™ advl««d that Sc’™»j«et i« sto»r«U r knonn in Oakland 8V
a l««d«r of th« K*gro OoHmists” ulth his ho«dgaart«n «t th«
pool hall, sddrww stated abore« He still la associated in his
Ccnnmiiat actlTltlea idthj juntil r«c«nil r
th»i Jin HMt Oskiltad* that
hum rolivrect of his poiltieii in Jgqly 19ii0.r

1 Mokt liong ago &[ Jnas iaFen fromn.
B«eaus« th«x ««re ree«a™Lng Oomunisi literaturel

i Jvaa again eontaet«d onl an h«
aabnitted tbt roUonL&g ehronologleaX report on Subject*

Sponsored Vans Dari tor Sehool Director # 1 in citYy «l«cti n
4-20.37=

8-25-33* Quibj«ei r«port«d to be od EKS8eutir« Board of A* D«
Erlokson for XSlstriet Attorn™*

4-4-3S# 9dbj«et™ of the Sloping Car Port«r«» sp™c« «t & jneeting
of th« Joint Publidtsr Coittlttee of th« Uarltine F«d#ration
Janoaiy 12th, Park Cb«p«l Choreh, 9th and Streets Oakland*



4*20-37* Sponsored
Gave address as 1088 - 10th Streei”™ Oakland

12-30-37= Spoke at a mass meeting this date for the benefit of
the Scottsbox”beys*

2-*25-33« See picture of subject in envelope*

4-4-38* Reported to hare definite C*P* connections* He is
connected idth the PuXtman Car Unioi alacT trith Non—Parti-
san League and is an associate off"

1-9-4 ¥ Subject is naaed by a report by the Political Purification
League ot CaliJPomiS &s A |[Aftmnwin mk«¢ rtf a trrv>im
Kfao meets frequently with

1-16-40* Subject named as monber ot state executive ccianlttee
of the Non-Partisan League at the state conventione

2 16”M0- Subject listed as speaker at a Belief Hally at the
Oakland auditorium, this date under the auspiees of Labor*s
Non-Partiaan League. Listed as the vice chalxman of LNPL of
Alameda County, Brotheziiood of Sleeping Car Porters*

6- 3JIW»0# Tribtmet Subject named on California Coomisdion to raise
funds for an exhibit at the American Negro Exposition in Chicago,
named by Governor Olson

7- 29-40= Poat Enquirer* Subject running for member of County
Central Committee, 1?7th District* Address B29 Brockhurst St.,

Oakland™ phone Olympic 7143*

Soe Xoport in errrolope onl m  nformeuat
reports that those people work under Delluias are forced to vote
the way h© tells them or else they lose their jobs. Dellums
recommends people to | Ifor positions on the W#P«A«

9-22-A « Tribune: Subject selected Hegional Campaign. Director
by Alameda Co« Democratic Campaign Committee from X7th A«D*

9-25= 0= See Report and F.B«l« File #2 re subject®
going into N.1 groupse

7-17-40* Peoples World* Subject named aa Chairman of Labor*3
Non-Partisan League of Alameda County*

X-10-41* Subjeet*a name appears on letterhead of the Northern
California Committee for Protection of Foreign Bom as sponsor
of the coraolttee*



Novewber 1940. Tele|rfione Directory lists C. L. Dellums, 829
Brocldiupst, QLympic 7143* (Note{ M
2-24"M1# Subjectl® name appears on letterhead of the Hany

Bridge® Defense Coomittee as & meanber of the California Sponsoring
Conmittee, Northern Division*

Oak! N Caln
fomla> F

land tii&t he believes
auDje« is iiwenLionaJLd r placing undesirable persons in the Armed
Forces of the United States through his position on the draft
hoax*d, and that he is operating ndthout regard to instructions
regulations*®

There is quoted below & letter dated December 11, 1940,
written by[ JOo Ur. R. E.IUTTELSTAEDT, Director of
Selective Service, State of Callfonjia, Plaza Building, Sacramento,

Jbhat exists at Local
Board No* 73, istii & West Sts i Celdsicke CrdjLf#

b7C
JSoaed. ofL b7D
and Hr. C« L. Dellums, Heoiber

(0)%¢ iUor*.

lana cotila not derot;e much or hi3
Lime wie nork ol tne Local Boardalthough he ima ver\r
sincere in his effortaT
“"Mr* Delluma is an orriciai or the BrotheHiood of
Sleeping Car Porters Union; also connected idth Labor*s
Non Pfot'aftn Leamift th Wit fimyrai®



ontraiy to
......... - . 1gtins issued b7C

EEryour office*
“Letters and Special Instructions from your

office ~

The ,DI, "circular dated early in rTovon&er
advisirigMiat Registrants that had been convicted of
Felony w>nTH rnofc be accepted- T

I »aw an article in zhe Tribune,
stating that these it the
In(®iction Station*

lhe said that h© had read the article
and wondOi*ed ulijr the Board had not been informed of
the facte] 11P11 circular addressed
to Local Boardse[ the attention of Hr* Dellums
men had been convicted of




a felony in the Superior Court of Alameda County,
and that he was a married man not living idth his

wife, but he had been classified in Class 1-A and he
insisted on sending him* He has been convicted of

Negligent Homicide, but Dellums retried- O/f-
they hung that on him.1T J
should be placed in Class Il11-A, on account of having

a wife, but he said that his nlre would not caus@ any
trouble* *M13 man was sent to whe Induction St&tien

at X4th & Uisslon Sts«, $%an Framcisco, and immediately
rejected Convicted of a Felony*e I(Men it was learned
that he had been rejected on this account, Mr* Dellums

commented Those Brass Hatted, Stiff Shirt,
Offinera Krill f*nH nnl

‘s This case was not an oversight but a deliberatel
attempt to force an undesirable man into the armed b7C

forces.

ima, apjpreiinjgr> taxell Olver tHS

made the decisions and the other members of the Board
have fallen into line without too much consideration of
the facts or claims made.

i ilarge number of Hefeis~
trants have changed their address and have notified
the Boards'™ 801116 In person- others b7 mail and iriien-



b7C

I Act be O©iforced and that the Govern-
memT recefves he service that it is paying for,
"Very respectfully voura.



b7C

ana iir.

ue

ums repixea tnat

-o-

"nobody knows that* and



[that had not been notarized by competent ai”*hority»

~fend Judge for
yourseXf urtiether the wprk: is being narujled In an efficient
anH marmAt*

id the record of the work
done by this Board, it would seem that the *Oath of
Office* taken by all ulio accept employment in the
Selectiv e Service Is either not understood or regarded
lightly.

HThis for your information*

b2
b7C

b7D One pihotostatic copy of the above letter is being
forwarded ndth ttiis report, and one copy is being retained in
the San Francisco files*

ufio advised that he attended a meeting of the National Negro
Congress on August 1940* and there was read at that meeting an
open telegram by f bf the organization,
asking the officers to resign because he had found as a result
of the National Conference at Philadelphia that the officers of
the organization were Connminists* At that same meeting, DELLUICS
read his letter of resignation, stating that he was resXgalng
because he thought that the constitution was based on Conmunistic
ideas™

Jat Sacramento, California, advised on March 21,

1941, that Mnis individual is the owner of the automobile the
identification of which is set out in the early portion of this
report. This source also gave the description of Subject as set
out above.

E~CLOSBHE
TO BUREAU - One photostatic copy of letter set out above*

CLO12D

-=X0-



SOURCE ># I1TOR" IATIOM

L b7C

JNational Automobile Theft Bureau, b7D
Sacramentb, CalUomia* h9
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

JPomKo*1
Thiscaseoriginated at FRANC'SCO, CAZ1FCBNIA 1&)_7%

VERCRTVAVAT DASWHENMVACC

SAN FRANCESCO™ CAUF« 5-12W 5¥8J24,26 3 ;

- e ‘ .

.1Pmma, ullH aliasest INTEHNAL
CarrolS O= LvDellaBuu —
— mxXm
m S i BY

OPSISOF FACTS! Subject is U* S* eitisen”® residea at

829 Broekhurat Street, Oakland, CalifomU,
member of local draft board 73# Oakland™
K d reported to be Issuing orders there
in Tiolatlon of regulations in placing b7C
und«alrabl« individoalg in th» armed
forces of the U* S* | 1
Jon account of actirlLties
or ssuojeci ana oTnen of the boards Sablcct
a32eg»d placed on board byi 1
| fom»r reglstertd.SsMyilLZSSiZL,
UL™oa Angeles azi
California State Legislature*
Associated with Coonaomist Party /
rroot groups. Resigned position as chaltaan
of National Touth Congress on basis of ndre

tvaa. National Ft*esldent to the effect the S | %
offleers were Conmunlsta* Eoported to be .
associated idth Negro CooDunlffts in AN 17
Oakland, and to have Coaosuilst Part BY

eosm«etions« Reported to hare £Uad false
income tax retumd for 1940*

The title of this case is dhaiiged to include the alias
CAHROLL USLUm .

BBFERENGEt [Ifai« inyMtigation is predicated on Information
rvetiTed fron Confidential Infomants and soare«s
of Inforaatlon*

Caing SOTVRAEI

a Francisco
co 1
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-f»CNAUTY F R PRIVATE USETO AVOID
XEDERAuUu BUREAU OP INVESTIGATION

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

payment or pos®Xoc. t*rdoo.

OF~ICfAU BUSINESS

MCLOSURE TO BUREAU

San Francisco File 100-75"



could not devote zr.uch of his time to

the
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employnent in the 3eX«



contained
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b2
7C

b7D
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CUSTODIAL DSTENTIC»} UEWR mm

COTTHEU. L-ODEIiaiS, ~d.th aliases; CCWMUNIST
CarrolP Dellums™ C* 1P d™NU issa™ |

829 Brockhurst Street, San Francisco
Oakland, Califomié&* Jlle 100-756

the name of the above individual is submitted to th” Bul*eau for consideration
tor custodial detention in the event of & nation” emergency. The following
is suranarized from the San Francisco File*

aa &bovo«
2 LIfornia*
- 3
bizen
His birthda
o 3 N
had been ad N k |
union, Bipt obtained a salary from that
position live in his own mind that
Subject «aa to give subslanEl&iliig
evidence to was an official of the
Labors Non T District™ and that Subject
held an exe p Congress™ "rhlch is
Coomunistic League is a Coomunist front
organ! atAtionl Thl iInrormaag acmaea gome of Subjects afasociates ares
I Thi8
last indiviauax is subject or an In®emai. securxiiy®case in zne tisn Francisco

W r

Ithat if Chzdat were on the earth, he ifeuld wsure be a Conganist>x«
SF-12 advised on October 23 1940 that I
Los AzigeXesj got OeUuma on.Pra™t Board 73 " omf£a* He also
advised that DelXtiiu“iras Vice President of the Sleeping Car Sorters and a
member of ttie PArtv nentrftl Coondttee* Reference is made to
report of Special Agentl ~JApril 2, 1941 ,mad® at Los Angeles,
in instant case® San Francisco File 100®%6» Los Angeles Pile 100-#4142v
nherein it is shown thatj
from Los Angeles™ wro iras a oocxeaxsi* rar&y regidt6ii*ed, Voider ana
was associated vlth vazdous Coomunist front organisations* r further
advised that Subject is a registered Democrat of A3la2zda County for the
1940 election year| also that Subject is pyr>pyj<rhny rtf a pool hall at
1718 Seventh Streetl West Oakland lof the

|]of Oakland™ advised thdt Subject is generally

knoioi in Oakland as the leader of the Negro Coomunists, with headqujarters



1/

b2
~b7C

b7D

CUSTODIAL JmTEmMIGN HEUOCBANDUM

COTTHEU.1 .S)m jlJU S, i th aliases; COMMUNIST
Carrol]/Dellums”™ C» L~Dellums* 4

829 Brockhurst Stre«t® San Francisco
Oakland”™ Callfornié« Flle 100-756

tne name of the above individual is submitted to t"™i But"eau for consideration
Cor custodial detention in the event of & nationjJ. emergency* The following
is summarized from the San Francisco File*

COTTRELL L. with allasest as above*

2* 329 Brockhurst Street, Oakland, California*

AN
8- Bommuniiste ttdex]
/ B
4* Subject reported bom in Texas”™ citizen IWSITILtttUB& N &yUeMriOATA

Hia bixthdate i, given « J7~uaxy 3, 1900. This in, P]J on

Confidential InfonoantT

had been advised an informant thi™t Subject waa

union, Bfheidiflal of Sleeping Car Porters> and obtained a salaiy from that

po~itionL Jjifon&ant advised he nas positive In his own raind that

Subject nats a Comomiist™ although he mas unable to give 8ubs€atilLTiiliig

evidence to that effect. He stated that Delluas was an official of the

Labors Non Partisan League for the 17th Assembly District® and that Subject

held an executive position In the National Negro Congress “nhlch is

Com&unistieapy controlled™ Labors Non Partisan League is a Coomunist front

organigationi This infomailr advised that gome of Stiblects associates are:
1 Thig -

_‘_asItAlndiv_iaugl_x is subject of an intemaa. secxirxtY cas® iar~he san "francisco
»C isa

Ithat if ChAst were on the earth, he would nsure be a Cosanunlst™.
SF-12 advised on October 28, 1940 thatf
Los Angelesj got Dellums Pra~t Board 73 In Qalclancl, CaLifomia* He also
advised that Delliims"wi™ Vice President of the Sleepl£g™ Car orbers and a
meaber of the Democratic Party Central Coondttee* Reference is made to
report of Special Agentl JApril 2, 1941 ,made at Los Angeles,
in instant case, San Frandsco File 100-756, Los Angeles File 100-4172"—
ufaerein it is shoim thatf’
from Los Angeles> xho was lomeriy a ooc’.agjj-t regisvSi~™d Vooer N8l
was associated ¥dth various Communist front org&nizsLt oils* further
advised that Subject is a registered Democrat of Alaiz’da County for the
1940 election year) also that Subject is prf>pyJetm» eft a n 1 hall at
1718 Seventh Street. West Oakland™ California*i Jof the

lIof Oakland, advised that Subject is generally

knowi in Oakland as the leader of the Negro Coosnunlsts, with headquarters



Custodial Detention Hcnorandum Pag® Two

at ttie pool hall, _addrt_assljatatﬂd«—djﬂacaAB]iﬁlai iH_ialBs3 ad™f@ in his
Communist activities with J until recently the
Jin West Oakland™ He stated that [ Ijwes
rexievea or m.s position In July 191*0
1 Not _.ong ago
Jwas taken wrpm e sponsorarfSp olT I because
they were receivitig Cemmunist literature[ advised on

January 9> 1940, that SiO>ject is named by* a report of the Political
Purification League of California® asta Cganmuniat lea/ier -who ia nna nf a

group which meets frequently 1

Under date of Juldy 17 1940, there appeared in the Peoples World
newspaper information to the effect that Subject was named as Chaiman of p2

Labors Non Partisan League of Ala meda County# b7C

Under date of January 10, 1941> Stibject”™ name appears on the
letterfiead of the Northern California Coianittee for Protection of Foreign p7D
Bom as sponsor of the Committee<

Underr date xf February 24, 1941,Subject s name appears on the
Iet@erhegd of the KarTt Bridges Defent® CSooamittee. as a member of the
California Spox8 zd.ag €ommittee Northern DlylLsioru

lakland, California,

land that he believed Subject is intentionally

placing undesirable persons in the armed forces of the United States
through his position on the draft boards and that he s operating nnithout

regard to instructions and regulations*



o N e e Omr PorUi*" ¢ CI _imioil, aad th
i lafo*m«xt «xX|>r»M«d ti» opinLoa that b« i« MImm 1« a
Bm is r«porU4 to = «<aomdal of U>*
n Criforal, «nd <I» to hold « extctttiy#
= jadividnal _iM gyilpormet to law b— n niaocad on i
9umbr 73 through Um office of |
X ) m O wporti3l7 Sii béma aa™ioclaud with vMr+ um
GotmsmiBt troat orgmiinrnttoa»m
AN &eport* fro« tHe Fraoei«eo ladle«t« that D«Uum 1«
g 0 Prjpri#Ur r a pool hell at 1715 S™Math Str~t, f«t Oakland, CaifornuU,
g Ad that h hV» Um mpitthiioa in  »Ichkl of b«In™ th« r XoeaX
with oa»F
uaklaod*Tni7or5nul +
I'ttongJ holding eomunxst
A Tmm
- Und*r d«t« of «uljr X7# 1940# th«r# «Y«ilr«d In th« ~eopla# lorXd
M Peltcram InTonaatioo to th* «!! t ti»t OtiiuiM &a a* d a« Chalnwn of
. County the n a* N
N> BcMa* hiM Mm also «pp«ar«d uod«r dtt« of Fcbrtuuy
n ~ m , on Wi« I#1t«raVKl of Harry iirid™kec D«Tui«* Ccovaltt«« aa a qpilipka
r % Ny o7 P M [N\
Hmmn 1 N }

JCH:sh
100-20803-4
SNiUab”r 19# 1941
mammim foe M assistant tom irtom j
———————————— K mmiM
Bmt cormu. 1.muw i
SKUCTXFE ssmcs
Tla* «bo?«-epti (Md iMivIAMd htm b««a of m laUmal
dMurii/ ioTsiti”Uoo b/ Um Sm FraaAIMO Fi«i4 DivUlon, during ~iich it
N of Lom I 3MU«tif« d«rvie« Board Kuab™r

115~
73f OakUadj CaXITorain*
A eooridMitlAl infmMAiI hM «dviM4 that OtlXuas i« «a om eial

b7C



BOwsrr«nduji for Mr« FtoOoir™ 2*

JOAklauidi CajLifomiall I b7C

t b7D
|kce aat oi: thm ttotivltiw of Dellue* and 1|
of that bo&rd.

H* InfoxwHS th<dt h« b«l10T*d Delleme laiaaiion&lljr pl»c«4 1
Qad*«irAbl« p«r«oo« la ibe «jt»>d fore«« ot th« Uali«d St«t«c through his

f
pcuililOQ on tho draft bo«rd” ftod th«t b« le op«r«tiag without r«f«rd to
lovtruotions and reguXatluna*

Infcjwuch u  thifl Inidlvidttal 1 ioe 1 bo&rd »Mb«r of
oti-v thin 1afoxwation

for nh«t y r
Attention jrau «gr dimm «yproprlatee

V«ry tvtiXj jx>m v 9

John Sd”™ar Hoorer
director



department of
NKcee of tilt SIMUttant toft jStttomp General

l1iUu™nston

October 16 ,19A-

Tmxmmmi por m . hoove«. director, federal buheau of INVESTIGjtew—

This will acknowledge your memorandum of September
19, 1941> with reference to Cottrell Lpbellums, a member of
Local Selective Service Board No* 73, Oakland, California.

It would foe appreciated if you would cause the
Bureau to undertake thejosual investigation in this matter
and furnish this office two copies of any reports

| 0 "0% b ~ S
rEDERALF * V:PGATION

6 OCT 18 1941
u?, n



m
%V INESHCMEION Wwwme e —uUu

JCH:sh

hXMS0603-i
3peeiftX in Q
Sm Caxifik
ut curmu, U
iMmtm . ssctmiTi
3ELSCtIVE SISIVIX&
Dwr 3ir«

Th« la™onfefttloo eontaiiiMl ia Ct»todl«l £5«t«nii Q
Moraoduft b/ /our olXi in at or *«Qtm«d
«Ith r«X«r«ab« to th» S«X#etiTt S«nrio« im gvIM ritsS»
on tbh« p«rt of Cottrell ir* MLXum hM oom b«*0o farni»h«d to th«
D*part«eiit«

Bjr mmmorBndm d»t«d October 16, X94L» th« Dooartiaftat
r«qu«ai«d that Ma lav«»tig«tiea eondaet«<i to d«t*raiii« “i«th«r
this IndlvidttdX bM vioX*t«d 9 y of th« provisloiui of th« 3«leeti"V9
trcdnlng nad S«nrle« Aet of X94 «

Xou are Mcordiogl/ in«irtiot«d to plac« thl* natt«r In

Xlim for imsdlaie to poasibXs Irr<igulariti«s

th« part ot Dsiloaui in ills eap«citj «a a «wab«r of Local 3«le«tlir«
3«nrie« Board Mo» 73» Oakland, CaXlfomia* In tills coaax«ti”™n#
[ 10akland | Califarnlax{ J
T Uaul th«l of thl. loeal
batkrd, should « tborou™ljr lot«rvitWd 15" kil BAlorauitioa la ttiilr
p 4diatts«ion as a jpmlindnary stmp la this InrestlgAtlon*

A report la tnis m tttsr should b« aubfdltled to th« Bureau
within thirty daya*

1 V«r/ truX/ yours,

¥ COMMUNICATIONS SECTION
MAITLED

OCT 29 1M1
P. M.

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVE?H13A\
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUST]



Januajry 1942

Special kgim% la Char<»
San Franel*e « Califotgla

b»i canmL u m im s
imm ~L 3SCURITT
ssausctvn sm icz

31rt

Ddth further r«for«nc« to Bureau latter dat«d October 29»
194Xt 1t is roqu««t#<i that U\« invoi»ig&t»lon r«3LativQ to the 1Uow
enbitXad subj«et b« condoct«<l &t one* along the line* suggested in
th« uforwvntionad Butmu

this awtt«r «“ Kklb« co ! t«d and = report aubnitt«d
to uh« QurmM within Ui« n«xb thirty

In vhi« coim«ctioa# X with u> «dvi«« that «Jll c mm in*
ToXving zaeaber* of Xoe&X bo«rdi or oth«r 3«l«etiY« $wwlc9
OttXCIMXM  shoujLdi b# pp/kfwvd Art#HQ0i wnd vhsrwwr
po««ibX«f vithin a thiriy*d«jr period inaaeudi «a th««« jaattur« «r*
elosvXy follax«d bj naticnaX headquarter* of th« 3«l«ctiY« d«nrile«
detenu

Tfwj truly yourm,

JohA H <nr«r
Dip«otor

/

mE B f
AN 36 ot
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT SAN FRANCXSOQf CiUjIFORNX&.. FiLE N0 2516

RGPORT MADE AT DATEWNKN AMDC KRtO O FOR REPORT MADE BY
WHICH MAX7C )

San Francisco9 Calif«
CHARACTER OF CASE

AU WFORVATIW GINTAINED
COTTRELL UDELLUMS SELECTIVE SERVICEM

J Oakland™ Calif»
advised subject# & negro”™ meoiber of Board #73»
was infcentionaUor placing undesirable persons
In armed forces of U«S»; thé&t was operating
without regard to instructions and had attempt-
(r ed to g«t a colored man into the Army iIn athite
of his coznriction of a felony; tuof

ptdfis* subject is inteliigen”7 con-

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS

\% scieix&imis worker who has rendered excellent
cc raC? service; that they have no knowledge of any
o irregularities on his part; investigation
FEBIOAS failed to indicate subject had violated
Selective Service Act and disclosed T
REFBRMCEs Bureau letters dated 10/29/41 and 1/14/42 0
Bureau Hie 100-20003* n
o~ Ebiovn cf /7™ A4,
AT SAN FRANCISCO™ CALIFORNIA:
»2 0 70 In accordance with instructfeSa containih in reference
*e Bureau letter dated October 19/df

was iIntorvigwed* He advisclB that Ni*

APPROVED AND
FORWARDED OO NOT WRITE IN THES6 SPACES



advifled that.
dieted of]
land C« LmDELLUMS, a negro and subject
of instant case«

Jstated tbatT

| that Mr DELLUMS ie an official of the
Sroiherhood or Sleeping Car Porters Union but he is also connected
with the Laborers Kon-Partlsia League and the Negro Congress. He
stated &3 a matter of background that Local Board #73 had been
located at Idth and West Streets”™ Oakland”™ but that rdcmtly it
had been moved to new headouarters in the Syndicate Building in
Oakland> California;f 1

inaiviauai .8 conneclLea vx\,a tsoarQ were opea&ing wilLnout regard
to instructions being received from Selective Service headquaxkers«

"[Because oF
the activities of board member DEIXUMS*

Is&id that[

Iwrote a letter to Mr. R# E. MITTELSTAKDT, Director of
Selective Service, Sacramento, California calling to his attention
the condition existing at Local Board #73" Oakland™ California#

A copy of such letter has been furnished to this office but because

of 1ts length it is not being set otxt in this report* Further,

this letter consists of practically seven tvpawrittan pages of
Jnot of

interest to this investigation*

Jidvised that on. several occasions he had been in

|dicdUi,t pa'r too much attention
to what was going on* L Jadmitted. however, that he had never
heard anv conversation relative [



a
th

linfonaod that subject iur*ner stated.
nobody would know about this and therefore it wouldn™t mak« any

difference- | —

1believed was a deliberate attempt on P¥LLUINs part to
Thrcp anlljijiij iIESHLSIRY" into th® amfid forces*
P Ao | a colored regT"

trant whom DiiLLUHS tnea w gw# i«w W >it6 of the fact

that he had been convicted of a felony; |

conkcted of a felony in the Superior Cotxrt of Alaatda County. T
mCTTJIMS amlained that the authoritias Hh«ng that on him.

C
been placed in Class >A because he had a iwiie, DUL-ma”
that his wife would not cause any trouble. = _

Iw&s then s«nt to the induction sta*Ton ax, U~h ana iA+aax6ti

re s San Francisco, rft"ected there becau3» he had been
b7C d of a felony
Ihad been rejected on this account, ne coraaeniTea
brafis®ted# stiff AmY nfflcsrfi Wil

b7D aré not running this<’ J

1

3*

b7C

b7D



b7C
b7D

] f Local

Board #73 and could possibly furni8h further intomatTion about the
condition of the Board and tha activities of the subject*



Imembers of Board #73, nor]

Jjwould talk freely about th$ activities of DFiLLUMS; that
he did not believe they would purposely shield DELLUMS but he
felt that if they admitted any irregularities, it might be a
reflection upon them and therefore they iwould be reluctant to do

L.time that]_
1 1t was very difficult to

obtain any definite facts fr( hime He had a tendency to give

larities ancTHs cnticiam was general in nature

The remaining investigation for the purposes of reporting
may be divided into two class!flcAtior?g; first, a general inves-
tigation conducted in an effort to develop specific information
about the ighefpilaritiea of subject DELLIBFiIS, and, secondly,
investigation conducted relative to[ Jallegations about )7C
DELLUMS] 1 The general )7D
investigatrion conaucx.ea w ixj. B Reportea

10akland, Cali*
fornia, [ I informed that he had no
8peclficl.nformatlon of any kina indicating that DELLUMS had in
any way violated the Selective Service Act* 1 Jaid that he
had no j nfArmation that DELLUKS is a radical nor had he
ever heard of any cases where DELLUMS was favoring the negro race )(
in classifying registrantse f |did advise that he~Belleve3
th&t DELLUMS is the actual leader of the Board and the brains of it.

Relative - idvised
th&t he is very anti-Coaanuni»t and believed he would be absolutely
reliable to talk with relative to the activities of DELLUMS*

*Pa writer contacted?
National Guard Armory*

advised that he is thi
Oakland; tnal as sucn ne nas haaoccaslonTTo

Board #731

Board between]



instances of i1nefficiencies of the clerical staff but there

numerous
was never ansflLindication of any irregularities on the part of
DELLUVS« b7C
b7D
-
a7
a1
u (S
A
==

reflected the usual errors as c’smitteci oy ailBoara* wiicn couxa
be attributed to negligence or ignorance, but outside of that there
was nothing to indicate irregularities on the part of DSLLUMS or

any other Board member*

rn December 2 , 19A1 the writer, in company
made & spot check of the files of Local Board #73> Oalcland™

TATTollsifing summaiy spot check is set forth as follows:

6



CLASSIFICATION NUMBER CHECKED

7

2-A"S 10
3

3-A*8 10 »

All of the above files were those of the colored race
and particular attention was paid in an effort to datermine
whether subject DEXIiIUMS had showi any favoritism to the members
of his own race, A, .check of the above files, however. fajj.ed to
indicate any irregularities.

Jwho
TniS.anS, (JaTOornia, a3vlsea that he
that he is a
pn d conscientious citizen but tftat he is in poor iie&Xth and as «
result unduly critical* = Jstated that Jis & fanatic
on the subject of Comnnmlsm and he la also prejudiced against the
negro race?>* He explained that] 1 Iwith
not only the Board employees bumSS”~the Board members” that any
of DEUjUMS is absolutely unfair that the latter has
been and continues to render valuabld service to the Board; that
he is extremely conscientious and intslllgont and is doing excel*-
30kt wrkj ~th t on no occsusions h&3 DELLUMS evor *trio<i "to obtain
any favors for menibers of the negro race?* He explained that he
believes that DELLUMS is radically inclined but that his radical
1> 114611 1.98 seen to bo piTongp“ted by th® suppression of t.ho colored
race” that he has been absolutely fair in classifying all regis-
trant* and that it would be grossly unfair and unjust to remove
him from the Board* 1 ladvieed that he has heard it rumored
that DELLUMS is @ member oi ihe Communist Party but he haa no
definite knowledge himself pertaining to a@lNy such m«nb«ralup.

Jadvised that [

a short tine andlimat a lot of ul8takes were made both_by the _
employees and the board members inasmuch as the Selective Service

sotup wsi8 new to everyon6» H« ejOlalndd™ how«ver# that the mis**

takes were corrected but m i
________________ Jof trouble for ev®ryone connected with xie

Ibecauso of the fact that he could not give sufficient, tim*
to the work and, further, because of the nrangling going on amonggj
the board members and the employees«

b7C
b7D



Jprominent attorney in
Oakland. California* reauestins that h?71

J iziformed that he hinigeélf would bo the first
person In the wen:ld to report ~ irreglilsurities on the part of
DELLUUS if he b«o«me &mre of the fact that ISLLtIUS i*as favoring
members of th« negro race or if ho ms &llowing any of his radical
tendencies to influenoe him in classifyimr or daferr™nr reyia
trcaibs*J Explained thatP

iwould d« absolutely reliable to t&ic
tdth roiati7e to the actflrities of DELLDMS*

Oaklazid, California#

jadvi8«d that he Jms been acquainted with
a number of yestre-axuUie knows thé&t nihen the

Selective Service Act nas passed | Jwrote letters to Gorernor
OLSON of Ca#,iformia and Judg« IRLGtXR trying to get an appointment
as a m™nber of the local boird»j Stated that

-inasmuch as

he himself ms very busy at the time# ha agreeS' vo &low
few days irith his duties]
after this] hired lexplainea
thati EE In poor healthy
aXuays oosvpx&inix® and

lmare a hard tibie gettiimg alwng vita hin~ § exilained
ha at rirst th« Selective Service inatructiona were new to
everyozie and that triien mistakee were aadel-. }ecAme upset
and disooncerted* j ktated that often the 1uistakes iroreT

TIN&SMUCA as Els Aeal~Ti im8

generally bad(
[ Istated that knowing” \ b ne does he ivouni 297 take h.is

colored rac« ard h&d trouble with DELLQUS ¥

E 1

I Jsaid« with reference to 1"SLLISES# that he has never
notioed that the la"cxer has attempted to favor the members of his

b7C

b7D



own Face or individuals with the same union affiliations*
c

Jhas never i"ozid anything U

indicate any irregularities on DELLUMS* part* He advised that

he himself would be the first to notice it and also the first to

report it that he knew nothing about any radical connections

idiich DELLTW reportedly had; that he does believe that DELLUMS

is r&dical but not ag&inst tke d States Government. He

believes DELLOHS is merely sincere in forwarding the negro race*

He further st&ted that subject is an ex Jemely intelligent

individual idio realises that the negraefi”ace bein discriminated

against and resents it & great de&l* 1 Jsftid that subject is -well

educated that he is very active in the National Association

for the Advancement of the Colored B&ce] that he has done his -work

at the Board capably and thoroughly without any apparent prejudice*
Jsaid that ho ms unable to furnish any information indicating

that DELLDMS nas abusing his position ds a number of the Board*

A speoifio inquiry ms made to determine tdietheri
I*6memberdd any of the circtmstanoes surrounding the )
case* [ jsaid that he lias unable to remember any of* the circum-
stances and above &l11 he was unable to remember DHLUVE making any
statement about the brass-hatted stiff-shirtted Amray officers -which

_ ) T No further general iniresti- b7C
gation nas made inasmuch as In~errMr with the above [ J b7D
failed to support | I&oousfttiona that DALUVE was inten-

tionally placing imoTesirable persous in the armed forces of the
United States and we operating without regard to instructions*

The folloiriiig iInvestigation was conducted in effort
to determine Mhethar DELLEtIUS had violated any of the prorrisions of
tfiLISFllsctive Service Act and reportedly attempting to place

in th« Army In spite or his reiony conviccion*

A check of the indexes of the San Francisco office failed
to reflec-b anv record for an individtial by the reue of T



b7C

h© had been oonvioted of nogl,ivenfc hicsiioide November 23,1938 in
the Alameda Superior Cotirt* | Aquestionnaire reflects that
on November 6,1940 he nas classified 1-A_by & three tj UitibLiu
vote and olassiriefttion was signed by C* L* pg||xJvs.

Selective Service Tile reflects that he passed the physical
examination and an order to report for induction was sent to him
November 18,1940 requesting him to report at the induction
station on November 22,1940, This order to report for induction
i»as signed by C. U DELLUMS. Contained in[ ** JSelective
Service filo is a™form from the induction station advising that
subject had been tojeoted on November 23,1940 because ho had been
convicted of a felony and nas being returned to tho hoard for
reclassification™ ,

Utader theg-Minutes of Other Actionn onf . que
tionnaire there appears the following notation wll-23-40 reclassi-
fied to W8 C«l«D«t, Th« above notation# hoirever, has bean
changed and a has been placed over the w3tt in ""23w and the
wl-A*LMs-J2Sy changed to a ~-P** indicating that on Nove pW 29-
19401 WS recla- gaifi T4

\h.war© da wnTce men and not negroes* The writer examined a
copy of Requisition Call #1 dated Hovenber 8,1940 available in
the files of Ziocc 1 B &rd ~73 nhich refleetsed no looirbioli as to
idiether th© five selectees from the Board -were to be nhito or

oolored* Ar>fta therefore# that this requisition oftll does
not support! Iclaim that negroes were to be excluded#
It will bo further noted that! ladvised that
1

Jana therefore ehoula notnaTe
"been included among the Tirst five 8«leotde8s The uriter examined

the volunteer list available at Board #73 and noted that tho name of
Appeared seoozid on the list and hgjcaianteered
Octol”r 24, 1940* In to forestall any chanoe of | name

having been placed seoond on thg Xi8t« the uriter cheofecPEHeaate

on the yolunteer application of the individual inmediatoly preceding

I lon the volunteer list and also the ixidiTidual imsaediately

following hijau This check reflected that the applications of these
indiriduals nore also dated October 24 ,1940. It aeain appears that

~ the records failed to support f pad
| 383 improperly placed among txie rira-TTive selectees or LooaX Board

1#73*

1 I was inter*
Tlewed to determine mshe reoombered DBLLTJUS erer having made

& statementr Relative to the brass-hatted stiff-

10.

b7C
b7D



shirtted Array offleers* Shd advised that she r

mhad b«en sezrt to the induol;ion station |
been convicted of a felony but she was unable to remankKftn <y
details and specifioalXy advised that she did not remember DGLLTIIIS
making any statement about Army officers | 1

1 JOakland, Cali.
fomia9 Kras contacted to determine "nhether there was 111 any way a
collusion botifeen hioAelT and DELLUI4S in attempting to get him
into the Army* Q. ] olaiioed “that he is not acquainted nrith
anyone by the name of DELLUMS* He explained that shortly after
the Selective Senrloe Act was passed he tias interested in joining
the Army and went to the Board office several times inquiring about
vdiether he jarauld hn pccepted» Jsaid that he discussed his
case with el J nho told him tiiavhe didn*t know for sure
~diether negloes ivere being accepted nor did he know whether a
felopv conWiction wotild bar him from the Army* | ~|explained
that[  1%old him tfl-EMLAhsad and try to get i&bo 7lie j(my and b7C
see what: n&dppened* | |stated that he &lso talked to Bond lady b7D
at the Board office about his case but she didn"t appear to know
much about the regulations and ims unable to advise him as to whether
he would be accepted*

Jdenied even knowing there was a colored member on
Board ~73 and assured tho mriter that he had at no time contacted
DELLTAES relative to his induetion into th9 Army nor had DBLLTBiS
at any time contacted him* [ pxpl&ined that he yms at a
loss to giro any reason ity AnyutEi® fkwuld accuse DELLUMS of trying
to get him into the Army*

Inasmuch as the above inTestigation fails to indicate
that the subject has in aziy nay violated the prorisions of the
Selective Training and Service Act of 1940 and inasmuch as iInvesti*
gation did not support the allegations ofi ~the
informantf and in further c<m8ideration of the
of the infonaant™ no further iInTestigation is boliered -warranted
and this 0&Se is being closed*

CLOSED -
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b7C

T bOH

C A Tamm
Ciavtn

Nichols

Colley
Kpllomm
Miire
Quinn Tamm

Nnsq

£CBselc

100-20803
4A742

1UF«r«n6« la md* to th« nM r«ikhe<i ~ron Ur* Linton H.
CollImi, Ffomtr Aeilns A«Bi*t«nt to iha Attomm/ O«iulriLi# <Ut«d
Oeiob«r 16# 1941#

Zn *e«ordane« with th« D«partMAtf« r*quMt# th«r«
>r» enclowd h«yedith two eopIM of #hm rtport of Sp«oliil AcArt
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September 1969

BY LIAISON

-Honorable John D. Etolichman
Counsel to the Predidenir

The White House

Washington, D, C.

Dear Mr* Ehrlichman jo o

Hftfflrejnicp 1la made to your name check request
concerning and several other individuals.

The ceatral files of the FBI contain no pertinent

derogatory information identifiable with the following individuals:

The fingerprint files of the Identification Division
of the FBI contain no arrest data identifiable with the above indi*

viduals based upon background information submitted in connection

with this name check request. .S

attached are separate memoranda coacemlog
following individuals

- Mr. Delioach (sent direct) ™ £ncs« |
- Hr. G”e (senfdirect) - Encs.|J£Q.gQ,

183'StPI1IB69

17"

b7C



CONIfIDENTIA fr»

Honorable John D. Ehrlichman

C. L, Dellums
b7C

This letter of transmittal may be declajssllied

~en it is removed from the enclosure bearing a classification.

Sincerely your

Enclosures (12)

m2 m

b7C



\

September 8,1969

C. L. DELLUMS
AWL g

QA Cottrell L i was tomum .Jamaiy SWQDO,

IniTexag. has been the subject of a security-type investigation con-
ducted by the FBI. This inquiry was baaed on information that Dellums
reportedly held an executive poBition in the National Negro Congressf
was a sponsor ot the Northern California Committee for Protection of
Foreign Bornf and was a member of the California Sponsoring Com-
mittee, Northern Division, of the Harry Bridges Defense Committee.
The House Committee on Eternal Security described the Northern
California Committee for Protection of Foreign Born as a regional
organization of the American Committee for Protection of Foreign
Bom aod cited the Harry Bridges Defease Committee as a communist
front. The ISatiox™ai Negro Congresa and tke American Committee for
Protection of Foreign Born have been cited pursuant to Executive
Order 10450. -, ]
C H riLL PY

FBHUes do not <ftscl jel5fillums has ever been a
member of the Communist Party; however”™ in 1944 he was quoted as
saying that he had worked lor the communists before and that he m>uld
work for them again. £t “« U —

Our liles contain no additional pertinent information
regarding captioned individual.

The fingerprint files of the Identification Division of
the FBI contain no arrest data identtfiable with captioned individual
based upon background information submitted in coxmectlon with this

name check request. 2
NOTE: Per request of John D. Ehrlichman, Counsel to the President.

HRH :

JoSVs
V

MAI ROOM k-1 TELFTYPE UNITC _J
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lua

NOvV 011974

October 3 1 ,191NAME checw
i

y C.L« DEWMBS fC A

Captioned individualf who you advised is President/
Brotherftood of Sleeping Car Porters, may be idenUcal with one
Cottrell L, Delluma, born Janiutry 3, 1900, Texas”™ who vas the
subject of a security-type i1uvwtigitdtcm couducted by the FBI

i In 1941 and 1942. This inquiry was based on information that”

I 1 peliuias reportedly held an executive position in the NationalC

Negro Congress, was a sponsor of the Northern California
Committee for Protection of Foreign Bom« and vas a member 01|
the California Sponsoring Coaimlttee, Horthem Division, of the (
Harry Bridge® Defens« Cooonlttee. The House Cosmittee on

Internal Security described the northern California Cooanittee
for Protection of Foreign Bom as a regional organisation of the
American Co«imitt«e Ffor the Protection of Foreim Born and cited
the Harry Bridge Defense Co«mittae a comunlst front. The
Hational Hegro Congress and the American Coanitte”™ for Protection
of Foreign Bom had both been cited organ!zAtions«

F8Z files do not disclose DelXtims has ever been a
Bcvber of tbm Cononlst Partyi M10lraver. In 1944 he was quoted
a* saying that h© bad worked for the conmuniats before and that
he would work for thee again.
(100-20803)

The central files of tha FBI, including the files of
Fhe Idengification Division, 002itain no additional pertinent
information concerning captioned individual based upoa background
inform atics sybmitted in coxmection with thi« na»e check request.

AU WRVAIKHCHIAND g rt
EIN IS UNCIASSIIED .
DATE.
- J / n -
AD Adm
AO Inv
i *®NOV 4 1974
Imin . .
cop NPJL:ysc  (3)
Ext AKo'irvflLi
NOTE: Per request of
|d«nt | -
Intoll b7¢C
Laboratory «
Plan & Eva
Training___ rt
racon 57 NbVs 1
TeUpHone Rm

Director $ecwy . MAILROOM | J/ TELETYPEUNITCJ
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liNiKuuucnoN

.t poledthte t FBrs cJT an nPerl ~ N tHe C nS* Uent
d e _ te mn@Ply f mte IgenC* H  Ver - shed to
p Ammcat n. The penmgstate_ t f

on m Stoto presented to Hoover in August 943, refm to “a
penod excess of years [dunng wh.ch] the Federal Bureau of I n ~ In h ~ s

received reports and allegations of forces with foreign influence with anti-Amencan
i eo ogy working among the Negro people of this country as well as exploiting them

CnP B&Eaead >mM&id N N Uns—

The firstdocum entthe FBI file on Forelgn-Inspired Agitadon Among Amen-
can Negroes is dated March 25,1942. The documents m the file dated from March
through June 1942 ¢ n tmamjy fmtelHgence rep rts by
gencies to the FBI. After reactivating the General Intelligence Division to investigate
commumst subversion at the request of Roosevelt following the signing of the Nazi
Sovlet non-a®ss.on pact in August 1939, the FB rSsurveHlance machine”® moved
into h,gh gear m 1940 dunng which began what Maurice Isserman has refe®ed to as
1920 Theer Cir S"f U UT anti® adicaln"mdpaign since the Palmer raids of

Z0. The creation ofwhat Isserman calls the "Red Scare of 1940" was attributable
not only to Roosevelt's authonzation of the previous year, but also the work of Congress
which, according to Isserman, in an election year, needed little persuasion to solve the

ion s secunty problems m a time of international menace at the expense of the

peacetime federal sedition law passed since the Alien and Sedition Acts of 1798")

19 bypsT of BRe~  nofCart-
_ 1A .

secunty by p A b, -

Followmg the fall of France in June 1940, the FBI had unleashed a nat,onwide

propaganda campaign agamst columnists,» with Hoover delivenng numerous

01; %grlr prélarrott—hrker 401Iovx?grqsn}r§tc]asesrp00%st,h% %aur?ﬁitts,mi% gﬁen%lligscsma%d in %g]hmﬁjlgjcsetg
f govennnent. He went so far as to declare, in a speech to the New York State

emTuntirthe S~ tl n m,/ Uy 1940, that <fascism and Nazism did not come into

g until the wickedly winding way was paved by commumsm. " As part of the
n7*m inVeSti® tI nf f fifth suspects, Hoover also announced at a federal
ch dulf'nth10 cz T 1fidd ffiCeS Had been P aced on a 24-h -
nlawl f PréS u 1 S?nt 3 mCSSage t the Neral-state conference

law enforcement problems and national defense, in which he called upon Congress
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and state legislatures to enact additional laws to deal with ~subversive activities, sedi-
tious acts and those things which might slow up or break down our common defense
program. 12

Addressing an American Legion conference in September 1940, Hoover an-
nounced that a "fifth column of destruction™ was on the march in America. He called
upon the Legion to work with FB1 investigators ih combating “the scheming peddlers

of foreign ‘isms and asked for its members’ aid in keeping the FBI informed of
suspicious activities. He asserted that foreign powers had been sending agents to

America to carry on a campaign to recruit as allies 4the disloyal and malcontent.MI13

“Itis a new kind of militancy.”

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Survey of Racial Conditions in the United States
(August 1943)

The FBI s awareness of African Americans emerged as part of this wider campaign
directed against communists and “fifth columnists.” Like these other groups, blacks
fell under official suspicion as a potential threat to the national defense buildup that
was in progress throughout the country. The organizational takeover of the National
Negro Congress by Communist adherents was confirmed in A pril1940 by the resigna-
tion of A. Philip Randolph as president, after it voted at its third annual meeting for
a resolution of non-intervention in the European war."4 At around the same time, the
Committee on Participation of Negroes in the National Defense Program was orga-
nized under the aegis of the Pittsburgh Courier, to give African Americans a political
voice in implementation of the national defense effort. Launched in May 1940 and
headed by Dr. Rayford W. Logan of Howard University, the group represented the
first national committee organized to press for equal participation of blacks in civilian
and military aspects of the defense program.115

The turning of the FBI1 s attention to African Americans can be traced in the
steady stream of almost daily intelligence reports that Hoover supplied to the Roosevelt
W hite House, starting in November 1939 and continuing right up until Roosevelt's
death in Apnl 1945."6 The earliest report regarding racial unrest came in a brief
memorandum dated May 31,1941, followed by an expanded report on June 19,
1941 regardmg the “Negro M arcUn Washington.” The initial report erroneousl;
attnbuted authorship of the plans for the march to the moribund National Negro
Congress (NNC), the body from which A. Philip Randolph had split in April 1940
because of his belief that it had been taken over by the Communist Party."8

The report was f rwarded to the White House after a lapse of four months from
the date of Randolph's meeting with former NN C members to discuss his proposal
that 10,000 African Americans should march on Washington, D.C. (the slogan that
Randolph put fonvard for the march was **We loyal Negro-American citizens demand

the nght to work and fight for our country”). The first report was issued, moreover, a

month and a half after Randolph’s announcement on Aprill 2 1941 that “plans for
an all-out march of ten thousand Negroes on Washington are in the making and a call
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On May I, the March on Washington Committee finally issued its "Call to Negro
America to March on Washington forJobs and Equal Participation in National De-
ense onJuly 1,194 1 (Hoovers May 31 memorandum gave the date for the march
as June /). Immediately following the official announcement, mass support for the
movement spread rap,dly throughout the national Afncan-Amencan commumty, vastly

U Afri 9.2, omdll ves estineted
ican Amentans stood ready and were mobilized to march on W ashington

by the proposed datee 20

Hoover's second memorandum to the White House on the subject of Randolph
and the proposed march on Washington datedjune 18,1941,was accompanied by a
two-page report lacking m any substantive information on the movement, particularlv
the tremendous flurry of organizational activity and propaganda that issued from the
movement s official call to march. It concentrated instead on the reaction of the Commu-
nist Party, wh,ch served the FB1 at this point as its pnncipal source of intelligence on
Aincan-Amencan developments.

A fter not,ng that Randolph "in Apnl 1940 [had] severed h,s connecdon with the
INat.onal Negro Congress because ofits alleged control and domination by the Commu-
nist Party the report focused on the latter® reaction. "O f particular significance is
the attitude oi the Communist Party concerning the proposed March,” the report
declared adding: Itappears thatthe Communist Party has not been invited to partici-
pate m this March. The Party, however, has expressed a very real interest in the
proposed undertaking. James W. Ford, leading Negro member of the Communist

arty and three times its candidate for Vice President of the United States, has issued
numerous statements ,n support of the said March/* The report provided extensive
excerpts from Ford s statements, in which he tried to show the connection between
black support for the march and "the trends of militancy to be obseired at the present
moment. The report advised that "there is some indication that the Communist Party
will endeavor to convert the March into a Communist demonstration.” The report
concluded by quoting Ford” proposal to the effect that "The Negro people, together
with their white friends and allies, should use the occasion ofthe March on Washington
to make a tremendous demonstration against jim-crowism and the imperialist war." 121

W hatever their limitations, these early FBI1 reports made up for their fumbling
quality by the sheer amount of voluminous detail on the actual organizing of the March
on Washm”on Movement contained in the synoptic Survey of Racial Conditions in
the United States m 1943. The information presented in the report remains after 50
years still the most detailed chronicle that exists on not only the structure of the move-
ment; most importantly, ,t also identifies and describes the roles of the vanous individu-
als and groups who participated m the movement® meetings and assisted in extending
the outreach of the movement throughout all sections of the African-Amencan commu-
nity.

The appendix in section 2 of the survey covers in considerable detail the move-
ment s ongin, organization, official leadership, membership, planning meetings, confer-
ences, propaganda, and the reception that the movement received from different
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organizations within the black community. Particularly valuable from an historical per-
spective is the section dealing with the movement® commitment to "Non-Violent Good
W ill Direct Action. It reveals far more about the formulation of the strategy within
the March on Washington Movement in 1942-43 than any other published source to
date. It also discloses extremely valuable information regarding the critically important
role that was played in the articulation of its philosopny by leaders of the pacifist
Fellowship of Reconciliation and the nascent Committee of Racial Equality (later
renamed Congress of Racial Equality [CO RE]).1 he survey,demonstrates in concrete
detail the remarkable significance of the March on Washington Movement and the
significance or its pioneering role in shaping the direction of the post-war civil rights
struggle and its strategy of nonviolent direct action.12

The initial FBI report on the March on Washington Movement was submitted to
the White House only four days before oermany” invasion of the Soviet Union,
whereupon the position of the Communist Party changed drastically from attacking the
war as an imperialist war to calling for all-out support for Roosevelt’s war program,
support for which Ford had only just cnticized Randolph, declaring that Randolph”
aim was without a doubt to head off any real struggle of the Negro people against this
war program. 12 The Communist Party”s radical switch from its previous position that
“This is not the Negro’s war” to that of “All Out for the War of National iberation”
had profound repercussions on its attitude toward the struggle of Atncan Americans
against discrimination. ‘“‘By the fall of 1941 notes Maurice Isserman, 4&he Commu-
nists were arguing that a too militant defense of black rights at home would interfere
with the war effort.” 124

W ith this change of position, the Communist Party witnessed a steep decline in
support among African Americans- During the six months between the reversal of the
Communist Party’s position on the war and the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor in
December 1941, there was also a marked decrease in FBI surveillance of African
Americans. W hether this was due to the Communist Party’s fundamental change of
attitude toward President Roosevelt and the war program still remains to be investi-
gated. In any event, afterJune 18—19, 1941, Hoover” intelligence reports to the W hite
House bearing on racial tensions remained in abeyance until after the Japanese struck
at Pearl Harbor.12 By March 1942, the FBI was so intent on pursuing every potential
piece of evidence that would support its theory of Communist subversion that it called
for technical surveillance (the term used to describe electronic surveillance) to be
instituted against the monbund National Negro Congress.126 The following month
Hoover informed the W hite House that the Communist Party was planning to intensify
its organizational drive among blacks by telling them that the party’s program was their
only hope of equality, at the same time as it claimed credit for “‘eliminating disenmina-
tion against Negroes in defense plants and for racial equality in the U.S. navy.” 127
Hoover had been informed by the Office of Naval Intelligence in January 1942 that
whereas no indication of Japanese penetration or infiltration’” of mainstream black
organizations had been reported many instances ot Communist Party penetration
and infiltration of these groups have been reporteds” 28

Sparked by racism m the national defense buildup and by the aggressive racism
they encountered.in the military, African Amencans were inspired to press their own
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a number of key cities. W hen the results were not received as fast as he wished, special
agents in charge [SAC] of FBI field offices were threatened. *1 pointed out to SAC

Donegan [in New York]/' FBI supervisorJ. K. Mumford informed the head of the
Bureau's internal security division, D. M. Ladd, who was charged by Hoover with
overall responsibility for the investigation, “that this is a special project which has been
assigned to some five or six key offices, that it must be handled as a special assignment
with necessary priority over other matters, that it cannot wait, and must be given imme-
diate attention. M4 The following month Hoover increased, the pressure still further,
sending out a bulletin to all special agents in charge of FB1 field offices. A fter reviewing
the state of the investigation, &nd complaining that it was not aggressive enough in
coming up with criminal prosecutions, Hoover warned:

"The important nature of the survey being made by the Field concerning the
captioned matter [Foreign-Inspired Agitation Among the American Negroes;
Internal Security] cannot be over-emphasized and | am bolding you strictly re-
sponsible for handling it in a logical careful and exhaustive manner.

The resulting survey was completed in just a little over a year. On September 10,
1943, FBI internal security head D. M. Ladd presented Hoover with a draft copy of
Survey of Racial Conditions in the United States— al\ 730 pages of it. The investiga-
tion on which it was based had been in operation for 14 months, but the investigation
would continue over the next 18 years. It forms the basis of all that the FB1 would later
embark upon in its epic struggle against the black and radical movements that were to
re-emerge in the 1950s and 1960s. W hile it evokes all the feeling and flavor of Ameri-
can wartime racism toward African Americans, it shows, more importantly, how the
movement to fight discrimination was forged during World W ar Il and how the resolute
stance of African Americans m facing the entrenched power of Jim Crow helped to
advance the cause of black freedom and pave the way for the civil rights and other
social movements of the postwar years.

Viewed from this perspective, the FBI study of the World Il bleick rnovement
achieves a level of historical significance, 50 years after it was produced, that few if any
original documents from this period still possess.

Now, in the year 1942, is the time; here, in the United States of America, is
the place for 13,000,000 Negro Americans to make their fight for freedom,
in the land in which they were bom and where they will die/*

— Chester B. Himes, “Now Is the Time!

Here Is the Place!” September 1942)

WTiite Americans found the mood of African Americans dunng World War Il to be
menacing. Segregation, the word and all it stands for, has become anathema to the
Negro, so far as he is represented by his more vocal leaders of today,” reported a New
Vor® Times journalist in August 1943, wnting the week after New York was shaken
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Atlanta, Georgia
Baltimore, Maryland
Boston, Massachusetts
Brooklyn, New York
Buffalo, New York
Canton, Ohio
Chicago, Illinois
Cleveland, Ohio
Columbus, Ohio
Detroit, Michigan
Englewood, New Jersey
Fort Wayne, Indiana
Greenville South Carolina
Kansas City, Missouri
Lincoln, Nebraska
Little Rock, Arkansas
Los Angeles, California
ouisville Kentucky
Massillon, Ohio
Memphis, Tennessee
Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Minneapolis, Minnesota
New Orleans, Louisiana
New York, New York
Newark, New Jersey
Omaha, Nebraska
Omaha, Nebraska
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Pittsburgh Pennsylvania
Providence, Rhode Island
Richmond Virginia
St. Louis, Missouri
St. Paul, Minnesota
Seattle, Washington
Springfield, Illinois
Spnngfield, Massachusetts

RE MARCH ON WASHINGTON MOVEMENT

Tampa, Florida

Toledo, Ohio

Warren, Ohio
Washington, D.C.
Waterbuiy, Connecticut
White Plains, New York

With regard to two of the branches of the National Urban League, it has been
reported that allegations have been made that persons affiliated with the Atlanta and
Chicago Urban Leagues have Communist sympathies or affiliations.

In the Atlanta Urban League it has been alleged that certain officers of the branch
are either members of the Communist Party or sympathetic with its pnnciples. In the
Chicago branch it has been alleged that certain persons who were alleged to be sympa-
thetic with Communist philosophy had penetrated m an effort to utilize it as a medium
for the promotion of their doctrines among the Negro people. It was also alleged that
unidentified officere of the Chicago branch had records of cooperation and association
with Communism.

The organization is reportedly looked upon in most sections of the country as a

conservative organization with the purpose of assisting Negroes m a particular area to
obtain employment or better employment conditions as well as other economic or social

improvements. In at least two areas, namely St. Paul ant| Milwaukee, the organization
has been likened to a 4Negro Chamber of Commerce.

Re: March on Washington Movement

Origin
The present March on Washington Movement has as its ongin a reportedly anti-
Communist group of Negroes who separated themselves from the National Negro
Congress, a reported Communist front organization, in April,1940. During the latter
part of 1940 it has been reported this group of Negroes met with A. Philip Randolph,
the head of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, and decided to plan an organiza-
tion for an actual march on the City of Washington, D.C. The march, it is reported,

was contemplated to be earned out during the spring of 1941.
he original purposes of the organization are reportedly as follows.

1. Presentation in the American way the grievances of the Negro people to the

President of the United btates and Congress.
Inclusion of the Negro in the eight-point Atlantic Charter.

3. Stop the exploitation of the grievances of the Negro by Communists and other
subversive element[s].
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It has been confidentially reported that at its inception the Communist Party was
very critical of the March on Washington Movement; however, it is stated that it later
changed its policy from negative criticism to one of bonng from within m an attempt to
control and direct the policy of the organization through a Party faction.

The actual March on Washington, as originally planned by the organization, was
abandoned by A. Philip Randolph upon receipt by him of a letter from the President
requesting delay of such action until the matter could be studied and recommendations
made. When the march was called off, it is alleged that Communists who had
“wormed” their way into the organization were “furious.” It has been reported that an
attempt was made by Communist Party members m the organization to enlist support
to oust Randolph and proceed with the march. The move, however, was unsuccessful.
Information received reflects that thousands of Negroes agreed with A. Philip Ran-
dolph and denounced members of the Communist Party, branding them as insincere.

Subsequent to the acceptance of the President’s request for a delay of any action
an executive order was issued to end discrimination in employment in defense indus-
tries. During the interim between the President’s request and the issuance of the execu-
tive order, the officers and executive members of the organization are reported to have

“purged”” the movements of Communists and Commumst sympathizers within the
organizatione

Aims and Purposes

The following accusations and demands constitute important factors in the pro-
gram of this organization. These have been elaborated on by alleged examples in a
press release issued by the organization for use after the holding of the National Confer-
ence of this organization in Chicago, June 30 through July 4,1943.

The following accusations and allegations are made:

1.**NEGROES ARE DISCRIMINATED AGAINST IN THE VERY
ARMED FORCES WHICH SUMMON THEM TO SHED THEIR
BLOOD FOR THEIR COUNTRY.

2. NEGROES ARE DENIED EQUAL OPPORTUNITY IN BOTH
PUBLIC AND PRIVATE EMPLOYMENT.

3. NEGROES ARE DENIED THE RIGHT TO VOTE INMOST OF
THESOUTHERNSTATES.

4. NEGROES ARE DENIED EQUAL EDUCATION OPPORTU-
NITY.

5. NEGROES ARE CARICATURED AND SLANDERED IN THE
PRESS AND ON THE STAGE, SCREEN AND RADIO.

6. NEGROES ARE DENIED PARTICIPATION IN THE POLICY
FORMING ADMINISTRATION OF THE GOVERNMENT.
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NEGROES ARE FORCED TO LIVE IN RESTRICTED RESI-
DENTIAL AREAS AND SEGREGATED HOUSING PROJ-
ECTS.

NEGROES ARE JIM-CROWED IN TRAINS, BUSES, THE-
ATRES, HOTELS, RESTAURANTS AND OTHER PUBLIC
PLACES AND THROUGHOUT THE SOUTH FORCED INTO
JIM-CROW SCHOOLS, LIBRARIES, HOSPITALS AND
OTHER INSTITUTIONS SUPPORTED BY TAXES PAID BY

A OF HE PEOPLE.

. NEGROES ARE LYNCHED AND MURDEFIED BY MOBS AND

COWARDLY NIGHT-RAIDER BANDS.”

The following demands were made by the organization:

Vi

VII.

VIII.

"WE DEMAND A DEMOCRATIC ARMY. We call upon the President
to enforce Section 4 A of the 1940 Draft Act which reads:
*In the selection and training of men under this act and in the inter-

pretation and execution of the provisions of this act, there shall be no
discrimination against any person on account of race or color.

. WE DEMAND EQUAL ACCESS TO EMPLOYMENT OPPOR-

TUNITIES. This means a Fair Employment Practice[s] Committee which
has power to enforce decisions based on its findings and no discnmmation in
training opportunities, placement, wages, promotions and membership in trade
unions.

WE DEMAND AN END TO DISFRANCHISEMENT IN THE
SOUTH. The enactment of a federal anti-poll tax law, abolition of the white
primaries and other registration device that limits a free suffrage and enforce-
ment of the 14th and 15th amendments to the constitution will guarantee the

right to vote to all men.

. WE DEMAND EQUAL ACCESS TO EDUCATIONAL OPPOR-

TUNITIES. This means equal facilities for the Negro child, equal pay for the
Negro teacher and equal access to public, tax-supported institutions of learning
for the Negro student.

WE DEMAND AN END TO CARICATURE AND SLANDER IN
THE NEWSPAPERS, ON THE SCREEN, STAGE AND RADIO.
The suppression of the story of the contributions of the Negro to America and
the world must cease.

WE DEMAND NEGRO AND MINORITY GROUP REPRESEN-
TATION ON ALL ADMINISTRATIVE AGENCIES SO THAT
THESE GROUPS MAY BE ABLE TO DETERMINE POLICIES
FOR ALL OF THE PEOPLE.

WE DEMAND AN END TO RESIDENTIAL GHETTOS AND
*RESTRICTIVE COVENANTS

WE DEMAND ABROGATION OF EVERY LAW WHICH
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MAKES A DISTINCTION IN TREATMENT BETWEEN CITI-
ZENS BASED ON RELIGION, CREED, COLOR OR NATIONAL
ORIGIN.

IX. WE DEMAND A FEDERAL ANTI-LYNCH LAW AND THE
PROTECTION OF THE LIVES AND PROPERTY OF ALL CITI-
ZENS.”

Organization

The headquarters of the March on Washington Movement are located in the
Hotel Theresa, 2084-7th Avenue, New York City. There are branches of the organi-
zation active in varying degrees located in the following cities:

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Chattanooga, Tennessee

Flint, Michigan

Meridian, Mississippi

Tampa, Florida

Jacksonville, Florida

Richmond, Virginia

New York, New York

Cleveland, Ohio

Cincinnati, Ohio

Denver, Colorado

Detroit, Michigan

New Orleans, Louisiana

Knoxville, Tennessee

Atlanta, Georgia

Washington, D.C.

Birmingham, Alabama

Mobile, Alabama

Nashville, Tennessee

Salt Lake City, Utah

Newark, New Jersey

Buffalo, New York

West Medford, Massachusetts

Chicago, Illinois

462

RE MARCH ON WASHINGTON MOVEMENT

Los Angeles, California

Saint ouis Missouri

Memphis, Tennessee

Miami, Florida

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

Wi ith regard to the formation of these branches, information has been received that
the organizational work is done by Benjamin McLaunn and A. Philip Randolph
both executives in the International Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters A.F. of L.
The organizational work is performed while these individuals tour the country m their
work for the union, Randolph being the President and McLaurin the National Field
Organizer. It is said that the transportation and expenses of their travel are provided
for by the union.

InJune, 1943, the temporary national offices were established in Chicago, Illinois
for the purposes of the organizational activities connected with the National Conference
held there in the period June 30 through July 4 1943.

Officers

The following individuals and their respective capacities represent the officers and
members of the National Committee of the organization:

A. Philip Randolph, Director

E. Pauline Myers, Executive Secretary

B. F. McLaurin, Secretary

Aldrich Turner, Treasurer

Dre awrence Ervin Eastern Regional Director

Dr. Charles Wesley Burton, Mid-Western Regional Director

Harold A. Stevens, Legal Counsel

Dean William Stuart Nelson, Chairman, National Advisory Committee on Mass
Action and Strategy

Neil Scott, Public Relations

National Committee

J. A. Bums, Meridian, Mississippi
Thurman T. Dodson, Washington
Miss Layle Lane, New York City
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Rev. M. C. Strachen Tampa, Florida

Ce

e Dellums 0 aklarui California

Mrs. Senora awson Richmond Virginia
T. D. McNeal, St. Louis Missouri

Activities

National Conference at Detroit, Michigan, September 26-27, 1942

Some bb delegates were present at the conference in Detroit, Michigan from the
states of Illinois, Michigan, Missouri, Florida, Louisiana and New York. An added
purpose of the conference was to decide policy to be placed before the contemplated
convention, nation-wide in character, of this organization to be held in Chicago, Illinois
in May, 1943. Besides the adoption of a constitution, a Committee on Resolutions
submitted for the National Policy Conference some 3b resolutions. The resolutions
will be set out briefly as follows:

1

10.
11

.A resolution endorsing the fight of the United Nations to wipe out the Axis

menace.

Endorsement of the policy of a mixed army on the grounds that it is a negation
of democracy to segregate soldiers.

A resolution to call upon the President to in turn call upon Churchill to give
independence and freedom to India and to release INational leaders.

A resolution that President Roosevelt call upon Pnme Minister Churchill to
grant democratic status with broad suffrage rights to the peoples of the West
Indian Islands.

Endorsement of the Trade Union Movement and a call upon the A.F. of L.
and C.1.0. to abolish discrimination, segregation, Jim-Crow and the color
bar in all forms in various affiliated unions.

. A call for the representation of the Negro people of America on the committee

appointed by the President to sit at the peace table at the end of the war.

Condemnation of the Sun Shipbuilding Project establishing a separate ship-
yard for the Negroes as a policy of freezing the pattern of racial segregation
in industry.

Endorsement of the Fair Employment Practice[s] Committee in a demand
that it be restored to its original status of independence and be supplied with
ample funds.

The adoption of a program to fight to abolish discnmination, segregation and
Jim-Crow before the war ends and a condemnation of all 4Negro Appeasers
who count for closing ranks and forgetting our gnevances.

Endorsement of the Pepper Anti-Poll Tax Bill.

.A call to Congressmen, Senators and President Roosevelt to support a

Federal ant lynching bill.
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.
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A demand for the revision of the Atlantic Charter to include the darker races
and that the President of the United States take steps to see to it that the
Negro people of America become a beneficiary of the Four Freedoms.

A resolution opposing any cooperation with the Communist Party or Com-
munist front organization, at the same time statirtg that the same is not an
expression of opposition to Russia m her fight against Hitler.

Condemnation of anti-Semitism and anti-Catholicism as undemocratic, un-
sound and a dangerous form of religious bigotry/

A resolution that the March on Washington Movement be non-sectarian in
character.

A resolution recommending that the National March on Washington Move-
ment collaborate with sound democratic, liberal and labor groups which are
not under Communist control.

1 7. The resolution that no member of the March on Washington Movement may

18.

19.
20.

21

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

commit the organization to any political party or candidate although members
individually may engage in politics.

Condemnation of pro-Japanese, pro-German or pro-Italian activities among
Negroes and a call upon Negroes everywhere to repudiate all such activities.
A condemnation of “‘the ~Vhlte Primary and a call for its abolition.

A condemnation of the policy “of the President in retusmg to meet with
Negro leaders” and a call upon all Negroes together with white liberals to
join in sending telegrams and letters to the President demanding that he meet
with a committee of Negro leaders selected by the March on Washington
Movement for the purpose of discussing the problems of the Negro people.

. Endorsement of the staging ot giant public protest meetings.

Endorsement of “mass action including marches on city halls, city councils
defense plants public utility works, picketing’’ and the establishment of a
pressure campaign.

A resolution to approve the holding of a national conference of the Negro
people of America for the purpose of expressing the desires of the people and
to take action on the question of when Negroes should march on Washington
to win their rights from the government.

Recommendation to the National Conference that it declare its approval of
the March on Washington of Negroes from all over America for the purpose
of Apressing home to the President, the American people, the Congress, that
Negroes want their full democratic rights now, during the war.

A resolution opposing the acceptance by the March on Washington Move-
ment of any donations from any people except Negroes.

A resolution that the organization go on record setting forth as its goal eco-
nomic equality, political equality, social equality and racial equality for ulti-
mate attainment; as an immediate goal the abolition of discrimination and

segregation.
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27. A demand that the Government prepare a t)OOklet for white American and
foreign soldiers showing the contributions of Negroes to j*mcncs snd point-
ing out that Negroes are not in America by sufferance, thus that more respect
be shown to the Negroes.

28. A resolution that the organization go on record as approving the idea of
organizing millions of Negro people for the purpose of exercising pressure
upon the Government leaders in the interests of securing equality, freedom
and justice.

29. Endorscincnt of a program to raise a million dollars to provide for montlily
broadcasts by Negro leaders to America and the world setting forth the cause
of Negroes for equality and freedom and democracy.

30. Endorsement of Negroes entering public places and places of amusement that.
are acceptable to any other citizen in States where civil rights and laws protect
them; also a recommendation that this practice be continued so as to bnng
the question of Negro rights before the American people, thereby warning
them of the fact that Negroes will not remain quiet so long as they are holding
the status of second-class citizens.

3 1. The resolution to boycott ~anti-Negro movies".

32. A condemnation of all the Arnos and Andy radio scripts and a resolution
urging that Negroes and others send telegrams and letters to the National
Broadcasting Company expressing their condemnation of the act.

33. An endorsement of the 4Bloc system or city square type of organization for
the March on Washington Movement.

34. A resolution to go on record as welcoming youth into the March on Washing-
ton Movement.

35. Resolution to give representation [to] women and youths on the executive
board of the March on Washington Movement.

36. Resolution that the National Director of the March on Washington Move-
ment, A. Philip Randolph, will be in power and will have the power to
appoint officers provided for m the proposed national constitution of the
March on Washington Movement to serve until the meeting of the national
conference, at which time their successors will be elected by the national body.

All of the foregoing resolutions were adopted by the National Policy Conference.
Attention is directed to resolution N o .13 which placed the national organization
on record as being opposed to Communism and the Communist Party. It is recalled

that as early as 1940, A. Philip Randolph broke with the National Negro Congress
because of the Comnuinist control and influence in it. his resolution, however, should
not be taken as all-inclusive, as it has been said by confidential informants, since it is
reported that various local units of the organization have Communist influence in them.
Although the Communist Party has attacked the March on Washington Movement at
times, it is claimed by confidential sources that attempts have been and will be made to

obtain control in local units. In this connection, the Chicago and Detroit local units are
said to have members who are either sympathizers or members of the Party.
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The cooperation between this organization and the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People should not be overlooked. The latter organization is
said to have extensive coverage and, of course, such will provide fertile organizational
fields for the March on Washington Movement. Such will also add to the field of
activities of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People in that
it appears that this organization has confined its activities to legal assistance, lobbying,
and general lecture and propaganda tours by'officials. It is a new type of militancy.

"Non-Violent Good Will Direct Action’’

Late in 1942, the organization discussed undertaking a special type of activity as
a means of accomplishing some of its aims. At first, these discussions centered around
the technique of Mohandas Gandhi, Indian leader, that of civil disobedience, the pur-
pose being to bring about a change of attitude and action toward the Negro population
in this country by disobeying or disregarding ‘Jim Crow segregation or restriction
laws, measures or customs. In these discussions, as well as the consideration of this
particular type of technique it was reported that the Fellowship of Reconciliation,
through various members of that organization, played an important part. It is to be
noted that this organization is a militant pacifist group whose activities not only are
devoted to strict and utter pacifism but to such matters as the promotion of conscientious
objection to war, inter-racial matters, a negotiated peace and related subjects.

The technique of Gandhi was changed to some extent in the contemplated action
which was given the form of ‘‘non-violent civil disobedience”. Subsequently, the termi-
nology given to this action was ‘‘non-violent good will direct action and with regard
to this, the organization in early 1943 issued a digest of its study, portions of which
are incorporated hereinafter as an explanation of the technique. In the publication of
the findings, the fundamental form of the March on Washington Movement was dis-
cussed, and it was pointed out that different parts of the country were ready for different
kinds of action (with regard to the obtaining of equal rights for Negroes). Certain
conditions were referred to as existing m such cities as Richmond, Virginia; Chicago,
Illinois; and New York City. These conditions were pointed out as necessitating a
change. It was noted in the manuscript that the program to bring about the change
should first include conferences between people s representatives and civil authonties
who are to be approached “in the spirit of good will”. If the conference should fail
then, it is pointed out, public opinion must necessarily be mobilized. The use of peti-
tions, letters, mass meetings of protest and other means are suggested. If this form of
action fails to bring about a change in the repugnant condition, then more drastic action
is in line (here in the manuscript solutions such as boycotting public conveyances and
walking; acquiring by purchase separate conveyances for Negroes, are condemned.)
The more drastic action, or what is termed <the real solution" was set forth as non-
violent direct action .

The manuscript states 'Americans are familiar with several forms of direct action,
for example, picketing, the stnke, the boycott, and mass migration but riots might result
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CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS

3 Mar. 1941 The FBI Washington, D.C., field office opens a broadly based investigation
ofthe NAACP, after receiving a request from the navy to investigate protests against racial
discrimination by 4fifteen colored mess attendants. Through the use of an informantythe
FBI attempts to determine the NAACP*s ~connections with the communist party and
other communist controlled organizations/*

19 Mar. 1941 Assistant AG Berge informs JEH that the activities of Naka Nakane and
the PMEW do not appear to constitute a violation of any federal criminal statutes and that
the criminal division of the DOJ “does not desire any additional investigation of this matter
at the present time.”

Mar. 1941 Activities of the “Moslem Cult” come to the attention of the FBI’s Washington,
D.C., field office. It leams that the group advocates <hbsolute non-participation in armed
conflicts in defense of the U.S.”

Mar. 1941 Hans Habe, a German refugee, publishes an article “The Nazi Plan for Ne-
groes.”

I Apr. 1941 JEH declares that it is <highly important that the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion be unhampered in its authority to conduct investigations into situations involving poten-
tial danger to the Government of the U.S.,Mparticulariy as this pertains to 4the obvious
menace and danger to the internal security of this Nation presented by the present activities
of foreign agents in labor union fields/*

Il Apr. 1941 Sidney Hillman, co-director of the OPM, urges defense contractors to elimi-
nate discriminatoiy hiring practices.

12 Apr. 1941 APR announces that i4plans for an all-out march of ten thousand Negroes
on Washington are in the making and a call will be issued in the next few weeks.

25 Apr. 1941 The OPM discloses that more than 3,000 telegrams and long-distance tele-
phone calls protesting discrimination against African Americans in national defense activi-
ties were received during the first few weeks of drive sponsored by the Alpha Kappa
Alpha sorority. A spokesman of the OPM describes the sorority® campaign as 4one of
the most dramatic and forceful demonstrations of mass unity encountered in recent years.

Apr. 1941 The NNC, along with the Maryland Youth Congress, announces it is undertak-
ing a drive to gain employment for 7,000 African Americans in the Jim Crow plants of
the Glenn ~ Martin Aircraft Co. and the Bethlehem Steel Co.

Apr. 1941 The NAACP issues a press release urging that the 17,000 black workers em-
ployed by the Ford Motor Co. in Detroit not permit themselves to be used as strikebreakers
against the UAW strike to organize the company. Ford capitulates on 11 Apr., after only
"days.

1 May 1941 The MOWM formally calls for blacks to prepare to march on Washington,
D.C. Support for the movement spreads rapidly throughout the African-American commu-
nity.

2 May 1941 The body of Private Felix Hall is foundjiangifig from a tree at Fort Benning,
OaMarms and legs bound. The NAACP Bulletin diarges that at Fort Benning concen-

tration camp tactics are allegedly being used against colored soldiers, and torture ana
killings take place at the pleasure of the military police/*
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2 May 1941 Secretary of the Navy Frank Knox declares that to introduce a change in the
navy’s policy by admitting African Ainencans other than in the messmen s branch, would
*provoke discord A.nd demoralization sncl would lower the efficiency of the navy.

15 May 1941 The FBI, MID, and ONI present a joint memorandum to the president,
outlining their respective intelligence operations undertaken in conformity with the secret
presidential directive of 26 June 1939.

16 May 1941 The army sends an MID officer to interview Afro-American publisher Cari
Murphy rcgsuxluig the newspaper s publication of the stiny s classification test.1he officer
takes the opportunity to question Murphy regarding Kis views on certain political (actions
and alleged subversive organizations, which were reputed to have communistic leanings.

24 May 1941 Max Yergan, president of the NNC, issues a statement suggesting that cam-
paigns to secure jobs for African Americans in the defense industries 4would do serious
harm to the Negro people/*

31 May 1941 The FBI erroneously informs the White House thfit the NN C plans to lead
a mass demonstration in Washington, D.C. against alleged Jim Crow practices and
that the demonstration is scheduled to take place onJune 1.

5June 1941 An MID officerat Camp Claiborne, La., complains that articles in the Courier
by executive editor P* Pr/ttis describing conditions for black soldiers at the csinp ftre

<radicalMand inaccurate and likely to cause problems among black troops. He recommends
that the FBI investigate Prattis.

10 June 1941 First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt writes to APR, chairman of the MOWM,
telling him that he would be 4making a veiy grave mistake at the present to allow this
march [on Washington] to take place.”

15June 1941 The president orders the OPM to end the “nationwide discrimination against
Negroes in defense industries, at a time when the nation is combating the increasing threat
of totalitarianism.

18 June 1941 The president and cabinet officials meet at the White House with leaders of
the MOWM. Mayor LaGuardia of New York is appointed by the president to head a
committee charged with evolving an acceptable plan to facilitate the full utilization of our
productive manpower/*

19 June 1941 The FBI furnishes the White House with a memorandum concerning APR,
pointing out that ¢the Communist Party has expressed a veiy real interest in the proposed

undertakingMof the MOW M and speculating that the Communist Party 4will endeavor
to convert the March into a G>mmunist demonstration. .

21-22 June 1941 Germany invades the Soviet Union across a broad, 2,000-mile frontier.

The Communist Party immediately reverses its previous political direction, promulgating
the “People Program” that calls for full and unlimited collaboration of the Western Allies

and the Soviet Union in a “people’s war” against Germany. The party’s reversal and
embrace of a pro-war policy places it in direct conflict with the leaders of the MOWM.

oa I aP.nafvfisi mnfprs With members of the MOWM in New York
regarding the text of a proposed presidential orden

25June 1941 FDR issues executive order 8802 that states “there shall be no discrimination
in the employment of workers in defense industries or government because of race, creed,
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color, or national origin” and orders employers and labor organizations to “provide for the
full and equitable participation of all workers in defense industries.MThe order establishes
the presidents Committee on Fair Employment Practices (FEPC).

28 June 1941 APR announces that he is “postponing” the march on Washington, following
the president's issuance of executive order 8802. The Youth Division of the MOWM
protests APR*s decision.

June 1941 Leonard RobertJordan (LRJ) and Thomas F. Cathcart visit the Japan Institute
in New York with a letter of introduction from Kyuya Abiko, executive secretary of the
Japanese Association.

June 1941 The Japanese government reportedly considers propagandizing African Ameri-
cans as a method of disrupting internal security in the U.S. It requests that its representa-
tives in the U.S. report on the feasibility of employing black agents.

June 1941 John K. Larremore is arrested by the San Diego Police Department He had in
his possession a 144-page manuscript, 4Ebony in Bronze/* which advocated an alliance
between the Japanese and African Americans, He claims that he wrote the manuscnpt in
1932. He would later be prosecuted in federal court as a result of an FBI investigation.

June 1941 The War Department requests that the FBI undertake an investigation of the
Courier. Initially, the speciad agent in charge of the Bureau*s Pittsburgh field office ignores
the request from FBI headquarters dated 24 July. JEH again writes to the agent on 4 O”t.
to remind him that MID is ~particularly interested in this case/* The agent finally replies
on 21 Oct.

3July 1941 At a meeting ofthe EPM in New York, LR] argues that because Jews are the
enemies of blacks, all blacks must side with Hitler.

4 July 1941 The NNC, following Germany’s invasion of the USSR, issues a statement
urging blacks to pledge strong support for the war effort.

9 July 1941 Carios Cooks, William Taylor, and William Ferman, EPM speakers in New
Yorfc, urge that for every African American lynched in the south, a white should be Ismched
in the north, that every white man romantically interested in a black woman should be
beaten, that every African American should hate every white man for injustices perpetrated
on black people, and that no black man should fight in a white man s war.

11 July 1941 The MID furnishes JEH with a copy of a black agent” report that contains
the assertion that Wapanese and Communist press agents are releasing news in all available
negro publications and in some cases, Communists or Communist sympathizers are em-
ployed on the editorial staffs of these papers/* In addition, the agent claims that
been asked by a Japanese newspaper editor to write news releases for the black press. The

report also labels five African-American joumadists as communists or communist sympa-
thizers or radicals. The agent characterizes the series of articles on army camp

published in the GONEEX in June &6 “sensational.” He states that the tidS @S a

great deal of dissatisfaction among the colored-"614jers and their families at home. The
report concludes that 4the source of this subversive activity [should] be investigated at the
earliest possible moment -

11-13 July 1941 Ethelbert Anselm Broaster (EAB), the General Messenger of the New
Orleans-based International Reassemble Church of the Freedom League (IRCFL),
speaks before the in East St. L"ouis, 111
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17 July 1941 FDR names two blacks  members of the FEPC, Alderman Elari B. Dicker-
son of Chicago and Milton P- Webster, vice, president of the Brotherfiood of Sleeping Car
Porters.

2 Aug. 1941 MG is arrested on a complaint filed before the federal grang juiy in Chicago,
charging that she counseled black registrants to evade the Selective Training and Service
Act.

6 Aug. 1941 Sergeant E. L- Hargraves, a white military policeman, and Private Ned Tur-
man, an African-American soldier stationed at Fort Bragg, N,CMare shot to death in a
gun battle between white and black soldiers on a crowded bus going from Fayetteville,
N.C., to the camp. Several black soldiers are wounded in the altercation.

7-8 Aug. 1941 At a meeting in New York of the EPM, it is, reported that Girlos Cooks
expressed his hatred for Jews, whites, and light-skinned blacks. Randolph Wilson report-
edly spoke about his hatred for Jews and expressed his support for Hider.

14 Aug. 1941 The Atlantic Charter, consisting of a joint dedaratibn of American and
British peace aims, is signed by President FDR and British Prime Minister Winston S.
ChurchilL Among other things, it calls for fair labor standards and treedom from fear and
want for the peoples of the woidcL

14 Aug. 1941 Sergeant Owen Russell, tried for the shooting of Private Ned Turman on
Aug- 6, is acquitted by a general army court-martial.

17 Aug- 1941 43 black soldiers from the 97th Engineer Battalion go AWOL and return to
their former station in Michigan, following weeks ot violent attacks by local whites in
Prescott, AA.

21-27 Aug. 1941 The case against MG is presented to a fedferal grand jury in Chicago. A
i4no biir* is returned, whereupon the U.S. commissioner dismisses the case against her
after she gives the court her assurance that she would no longer instruct members of the
PME not to comply with the Selective llraining and Service Act*

26 Aug. 1941 After serving for more than a year and a half as solicitor general, Francis E.

Biddle is named attorney general. JEH wonders if his liberal reputation will make him

on Communists, Meanwhile, Biddle is supported by a number of blacks as ia friend

of the colored people of America.MBiddle serves as AG throughout the remainder of
World War IL

Aug. 1941 The FBI requests that its Oklahoma City field office investigate “Communist
Party domination” ofthe NAACP. The investigation also fonhs part of the FT"I’s develop*

ment of “Nationalistic Tendency Chartse”

6 Sept* 1941 At a meeting in New Yoric of the EPM, Carlos Cooks, William Taylor,
William Ferman, and an individual by the name of Ford «peak. Ford reportedly makes
anti-Semitic remarks and urges blacks to kill their enemies.

6 Sept. 1941 Biddle is confirmed by the senate and officially sworn in as attorney general.

13 Sept* 1941 The FBFs Washington, D.C., field office calls the attention of JEH to a
rejxjrt on the subject of Nazi propaganda entitled <Pro-Axis Propaganda m Hariem, *
published in the Hour magazine of 23 Aug, 1941. Described as a “confidential bulletin,
the Hour is edited by Albert E. Kahn.
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