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C . L. Dellums Interview

D ellum s: We had tro u b le  ge tting  tJie b ill assigned to a com m ittee i

in 1945, you know? And then when it was assigned to a committee, tiie

com m ittee w o u ld n 't schedule it.

In te rv iew er: W hat was the leg is la tu re  like  back then?

D ellum s: A ll R epublican. We had a Negro then . T h a t's  n o t the

firs t Negro assem blym an. We had a Negro assem blym an supported  by 

the Los Angeles Tim es. W e ll,I like d  the  guy. H e，s a n ice fe llow , an

u n de rtake r. A nd I ribbed  h im  a ll the  tim e , ab ou t the  R epublicans, w ha t 

they w ou ld  do. Oh, I guess i t  d id  a litt le  good. He got the C iv il R ights 

B ill th ro u g h , '41, '41 -'42 , is n 't it?  You know , the  P ub lic  Accom m odations 

b ill we had in  C a lifo rn ia , [u n in te llig ib le ] got the  th in g  th ro u g h . A nd then 

Fred got an a n ti-lu n ch in g  b ill th roug h .

In te rv iew er: In  the '40s?

D ellum s: Yeah. I t  d id n 't m ean a n y th in g  [laughs], b u t the y lynched

a couple o f young w h ite  fe llow s dow n in  San Jose, and i t  ju s t s tirre d

th in g s  u p  like  nobody's business, and people in  C a lifo rn ia  were used to 

Negroes being lynched, n o t w h ite  people. Two w h ite  boys got lynched 

dow n there , tw o o r three. I t  was as m any as tw o. A nd the n  in  some big 

p a rk , the  biggest p a rk  they had dow n there  then . A nd i t  p u t C a lifo rn ia  in
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a bad lig h t a ll over the  w o rld . People in  C a lifo rn ia  ju s t th o u g h t th a t 

th a t's  a sou the rn  p ractice , and never gave m uch  th o u g h t to  it. B u t, 

anyw ay, a few years a fte r th a t, a fte r Fred got in  the Assem bly, we had a 

Congressm an o u t o f St. Lou is nam ed D yer, and every tw o years D yer 

in tro d u ce d  an a n ti-ly n c h in g  b ill in  Congress. A nd he was ge tting  re ­

elected every tw o years w ith  the D yer a n ti-ly n c h in g  b ill. He never 

[u n in te llig ib le ]. He in tro d u ce d  it. A nd th a t was a ll there  was to  it. B u t 

m ost o f the  Negroes in  M isso u ri the n  were in  S t. Louis, and t±iey voted. 

A nd so D yer stayed in  the re , and the D yer a n ti-ly n c h in g  b ill, and i t  d id n 't 

m ean a th in g . Though Fred Roberts p u t in  the  a n ti-ly n c h in g  b ill in  

C a lifo rn ia  worse th a n  the  one D yer was ta lk in g  about. A nd th e n  w hen 

the R epublicans got t± irough am ending i t  and chopp ing i t  up , i t  m et th e ir 

sa tis fa c tio n  and they passed it, b u t i t  d id n 't m ean an y th ing . I t  w o u ld n 't 

have con tro lle d  an y th ing .

In te rv iew er: So th a t was the w ay i t  was w hen G us H aw kins . . .

D e llum s: G us cam e along, a b ou t 33, 34 years o ld , a D em ocrat, 

and ra n  fo r the Assem bly, oh, I was loca l representa tive dow n there  fo r 

h im  and L. B. Thom pson. He got banged u p  in  an au to  accident, oh, 

e igh t o r n ine  years ago, and he h a sn 't been o u t o f the  house since. B u t 

one o f m y tr ip s  dow n to  Los Angeles, L. B. b ro u g h t G us a roun d  to 

in tro d u ce  h im , and we ta lke d , and I m et G us tw o o r three tim es d u rin g  

the week dow n there , and w herever I cou ld  hear abou t the  m eeting, and
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G us was going to  a ttend  and say a n y th in g , and I w en t to  hear it. So I v

w en t along w ith  h im . He's a b rig h t young m an. A nd h is  m in d  is  on the 

r ig h t tra ck . So the ne x t tim e  I was together w ith  R andolph, I to ld  h im  

a b ou t th is  young m an. So we had agreed th a t we w ou ld  n o t end?rse 

candidates [ina ud ib le ] p o litic a l o ffice, and th a t we w o u ld n 't^ id e n tiiy  w ith

one and we w o u ld n 't su p p o rt one, and b lah  b lah  b lah , un less he m et ouij

s tandards, and o u r standards were h igh . A nd G us m et them . So I to ld

R andolph th a t th is  young fe llow  is  OK, and I t iiin k  we w ou ld  n o t go 丨 

w rong to he lp  h im . So fin a lly  he said, "W e ll,C . L. it 's  u p  to  you. I f  w ith irl 

y o u r ju d g m e n t he's OK, go ahead and he lp  h im ." A nd so I d id . A nd so
:

we've been m ends ever since. I made a tr ip  o r tw o dow n there  la rge ly

ju s t to  tru s s  th e ir people u p  and go ahead and get registered and to  vote 

to  he lp  G us. There's on ly  one o th e r occasion th a t I believe th a t we 

p a rtic ip a te d  in  he lp ing  anybody. R andolph got ho ld  o f me and to ld  me 

th a t W ayne M orse, [ina ud io le ] O regon, haa been to  see h im  and th a t

W ayne th o u g h t he was in  a lo t o f tro u b le  and needed he lp. A nd there  

were a few Negroes in  Oregon, and the y voted, and th e n  they 

[u n in te llig ib le ] the  B ro therhood, i f  i t  got o u t th a t the  B ro therhood was 

w ith  W ayne M o rris , he th o u g h t i t  w ou ld  he lp. A nd th e n  W ayne to ld  h im  

the Labor m ovem ent neeaed some shak ing  u p  in  O regon. A nd they

asked W ayne to send D e llum s u p  to Oregon to  he lp  h im , and to shake

la b o r up . So C h ie f exp la ined to  W ayne how  we operated as fa r as p o litics
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was concerned. A nd th e n  he said, "I c o u ld n 't send C. L. no place to  do 

a n y th ing . C. L. is  a p re tty  independent cuss. B u t," he says, " I 'll ta lk  

w ith  h im , and le t h im  know  it's  a ll r ig h t w ith  me i f  he w an ts to  go u p  and 

he lp  you , Senator, it's  a ll r ig h t w it± i me." So C h ie f exp la ined to  me and 

to ld  me ab ou t it ,  and he said , "Do you  know  him ?" A nd I sa id , "No, I've 

never m et h im , I've seen h im ." Because a fte r the  b ig  W a te rfro n t s trike  o f 

1934, they set u p  some m ach ine ry there  w ith  a one-m an a rb itra tio n , and
一1 ノ

W ayne M orse was the m an th a t the  ow ners and B ridges and a ll them , 

everybody agreed on W ayne M orse. A nd so the firs t hearings th a t W ayne 

he ld  over some d ispu tes they were hav ing  w ith  t±Le u n io n  and w ha tno t, 

and w hen W ayne came to  San Francisco fo r those m eetings, H a rry  ca lled 

me and asked me to  come over and s it in  on the m eetings anyw ay, and 

so I w en t over. A nd th a t was the o n ly  tim e th a t I had seen W ayne 

M o rris , is  I w en t over and saw h im  in  action  w hen he was the one-m an 

a rb itra to r there.

In te rv iew er: D id  you  end u p  going u p  and w o rk in g  fo r h im ?

D ellum s: Yeah, I w en t u p  to  Oregon and, oh, spent a week o r ten  

days o u t on the [in a ud ib le ]. B u t B ill G reen got ho ld  o f the la b o r people 

u p  the re  and to ld  them  to  get o ff th e ir stoo l and th a t D e llum s was 

com ing up , and the y knew  D e llum s by re p u ta tio n , and fo r them  to  p u t 

on some m eetings and w h a tn o t, and get D e llum s invo lved in  those 

m eetings. He's a dam ned good rabb le -rouse r. So . . .
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In te rv iew er: W hen was G us H aw kins firs t elected?
^ ------

D ellum s: 1934.

In te rv iew er: O h, th a t early! He'd been there  fo r a long tim e.

D ellum s: Yeah. He defeated R oberts, the  R epublican Negro

Assem blym an. G us defeated h im .
一 —_

ぐ —
In te rv iew er: O h, no!

D ellum s: "And we got the  firs t D em ocrat in  there  then . So Gus
て  一1一^  - - 1 等

p u t m  the  '45 b ill and . . .

In te rv iew er: D id  th a t ever get to  hearing  then , o r d id  i t  ju s t die?

D ellum s: I t  ju s t died. 

In te rv iew er: Yeah.

D ellum s: A nd I o n ly  w en t once, as I reca ll. 

In te rv iew er: [O verlap]

In te rv iew er: A t th a t tim e  w ere n 't you  c u ttin g  a lo t o f e ffo rt in to

New Y ork  s till?

D ellum s: Yeah. E ve ry th ing  was centered on New Y ork, and ev l 

a fte r the  b ill had passed in  New Y ork, I th in k  th a t I w en t - I th in k  I w ent 

to  Sacram ento a fte r the  New Y ork b ill had passed, b u t I'm  n o t sure.

In te rv iew er: W hen d id  New Y ork 's  pass? Was th a t '42? 

In te rv iew er: '45.

CL 
I へ
す

D ellum s: A long tim e . A ll fo u r o f those o th e r states passed them

in  '45. J u s t C a lifo rn ia  . . .
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In te rv iew er: I t  too k a w h ile .

D e llum s: They d id .

In te rv iew er: [O verlapp ing] th a t C a lifo rn ia  was going to  be the

slowest,

D e llum s: Yeah, yeah, they [ina ud ib le ]. A nd then  Oregon got one, 

you  know ? W asn 't w o rth  t±Le paper i t  was w ritte n  on.

In te rv iew er: B u t they got one before us!?

D ellum s: B u t yeah. Oregon got som eth ing on th a t before us.

[laughs] A nd th a t's  how  I m et B ill B a n y . B ill B a rry , the o ld  U rban
--------------------------- -

League B ill B a n y . He got the jo b  w o rk in g  u p  fo r the  U rban League in

Oregon. A nd I m et B ill a t some o f m y tr ip s  u p  the re  on - and I like d  B ill, 

and I saw th a t B ill was the  firs t U rban League Negro th a t I had ever m et 

th a t d id n 't m ake me nervous, you know? I was a fra id  o f the  re s t o f them .

B u t I saw th is  guy - I saw B ill B a rry  was on t±ie r ig h t tra ck . A nd I spent ,

a lo t o f tim e a round  the re  w ith  B ill. A nd B ill w en t o u t to  re b u ild  the 

executive com m ittee o f the  U rban League u p  there. The executive 

com m ittee ra n  the U rban  Leagues. A nd they d id n 't have m em bersh ip  

like  guys like  the  NAACP d id . A nd, therefore , th e ir m oney came from

w h ite  people. A nd w h ite  people ra n  it. In  some c itie s  the re  were no

Negroes even on the executive board. A ll w h ite  in  the  U rban League, you

know . So I w a sn 't h o t on the U rban League. B u t w hen I m et B ill B a rrv  
___ —  ----- - ------------------- —— —,

and I saw w h a t he was u p  to , I encouraged h im , and eve iy tim e  I was u p
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し，

there, w hy, we were together. One o f t±ie w ives o f one o f o u r m em bers up
- """"

elected p res iden t o f the  NAACP, and I w en t u p  the re  especia lly 
一" ' ----------- —    — 一一一 ...... ...

fo r t lia t, and to  ta lk  w ith  he r and to  ta lk  w ith  B ill, and got them  w ork in g  

together, and got Jier to  co n su lt B ill a b ou t tilin g s , you  know . A nd B ill 

w rote  a iew  press releases fo r he r here and the re , vou  know , and got 

them  to her, and le t tie r get a ll the  c re d it lo r it ,  you  know . So jye had a 

L goOti w o rk in g  com b ina tion  u p  there. A nd since B ill is n 't a fra id  o f h is  jo b ,
*""" ""t

then , you  see, we can m aneuver m o b iliza tio n s  in  t±ie ca p ita l in  Oregon.

You know , n o t to  the  exten t th a t we la te r on d id  in  C a lifo rn ia , b u t B ill led

the drive  u p  there fo r the  FEPC in  Oregon even tho ug h  he was w o rk in g

fo r the  U rban League. A nd I d o n 't t± iin k  the re  was a Negro on the board. 

There m ig h t have been a preacher on there , b u t I ’m  n o t too ce rta in  o f it. 

B u t [ina ud ib le ] Fred's, you  know , he w en t on, and he te s tifie d  and 

everyth ing, nled the  b ill u p  there  and helped get i t  th ro u g h  the Oregon 

leg is la tu re . I t  w a sn 't w o rth  a dam n. I w o u ld n 't have accepted it. I d id n 't

agree th a t in  a ll cases a h a lf a lo a f is  b e tte r th a n  none a t a l l . I  d id n 't

agree w ith  th a t. A nd I was de term ined th a t we w ou ld  have 
t___________ ___ _-------------------------------- ~~—  
enforceable FEPC m  C a lifo rn ia  o r none a t a ll.

In te rv iew er: Were the re  ever tim es in  the  years a fte r 1945 w hen

you ke p t re in tro d u c in g  the b ill w hen you  had to  m ake th a t choice, w hen 

you had a chance to  get some so rt o f sym bolic b ill, b u t you  said no dice, 

and le t i t  go?
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D ellum s: Yes and no. Now, there were alw ays am endm ents being

offered, and th a t's  w here you  stop them . You stop them  in  the

am endm ents. The b ill, itse lf, G us took care o f th a t, and t±ie b ill, itse lf,

was alw ays pa tte rned  a fte r the  New Y ork b ill, and we alw ays trie d  to
- . . .

m ake i t  even stronger th a n  the New Y ork one because we knew  we were

going to have to  back u p  some to get enough votes to  pass it, because we 

d id n 't have the  D em ocrats in . The R epublicans were ru n n in g  C a lifo rn ia , 

and we w o u ld n ’t  have one ye t i f  the  R epublicans had kep t ru n n in g  the 

state. So . . .

In te rv iew er: W ho was G overnor in  j'4 5 ?  Was th a t E a rl W arren?

D ellum s: No, no. Now, w a it a m inu te . You m e n tio n e ^ E a rl^

W arren [sm llesL  The firs t m o b iliza tio n  we had in  Sacram ento was re a lly

an NAACP deal. We organized the C a lifo rn ia  C om m ittee fo r E m ploym ent
l  ' -----------------------^

^.^Practices, and some people, you  know , you have to  drag them  a litt le  to 

get them  to  go along. So I ’m  try in g  to drag th is  Los Angeles gang, you  

know , come and go a long w ith  us. B u t the  [ina ud ib le ] ^ n d  F ra n k  

W illia m s, w ho was the  reg iona l executive, then  th is  lady, you  know , has 

got th a t p o s itio n  now. V erna C anSSsn (?). F ra n k  W illia m s had th a t 

then . He's w ith  the - w h a t is  th a t, Charles? F ra n k ’s w ith  the  . . .  

In te rv iew er: Some fo u nd a tion . I fo rget the  nam e.

D ellum s: Stokes.

In te rv iew er: S tokes fou nd a tion .
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D ellum s: It's  ano ther nam e, w ith  Stokes. B u t everybody know s 

w ha t you 're  ta lk in g  ab ou t i f  you  ju s t say . . .

In te rv iew er: Stokes Phelps.

D e llum s: Stokes Phelps, yeah. A nd so the three  o f us m apped o u t 

w h a t we w anted to do and who we w anted on the com m ittee because it

takes some tim e to get a round  to  see people, you  know ?

In te rv iew er: Now, w hen was th is?  A fte r the  b ill fa ile d  in  '45? 

D ellum s: Yes. Yeah, th is  was - th is  was w ay up , oh. You know ,

ca ll it. G us was invo lved in  it. I t  was a statew ide m eeting, and I w ent. I t

was he ld  in  Fresno. A nd they w anted to  c ircu la te  an in itia tiv e  p e titio n

and p u t i t  on the b a llo t, and I said, "H ell, no." G us w en t a long w ith  •
'  ■ 1 1 " "  — — " ,mm u —

ミhem . We d id n 't fa ll o u t abou t it, b u t he had a ll the  g rounds in  the  w orld  

to  fa ll o u t w ith  me [laughs] i f  he wainted to. B u t I tu rn e d  h im  loose, you 

know , and I gave G us a h a rd  tim e  fo r th is . G us w en t a long w ith  th is  

in itia tiv e .

In terview er: W hy d id  you  oppose it?

D ellum s: I opposed i t  on the  grounds th a t nobody had the rig h t to
1 1 """ ■>

say where I can w o rk  on any jo b  th a t I have the  a b ility  to  perform . W hy
~~ -  - | —  , mm i. -------- _. V
in  the h e ll shou ld  these w h ite  people in  C a lifo rn ia  take i t  on them selves 

to vote on some sub ject like  th a t?  There are ce rta in  rig h ts  th a t are bom  

rig h ts , because you ’re a bo rn  hum an being, you 're  in  the w orld . And
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nobody has any business vo tin g  on it. A nd I w a sn 't going to stand  fo r it,

and I w o u ld n 't go a long w ith  it. W ell, w hen ^ 11° v ^ trr l f^ r  it, th fY  ^vrm 

W ell, I'd  been a roun d  long  enough to  know  the audience, and I knew  

before the  vote was take n  who was ru n n in g  the show rea lly . A nd i t  was 

going to  go th ro u g h . We d id n 't have a q u a rte r (?). We d id n 't have a 

statew ide o rgan iza tion . We d id n 't even have a state conference o f NAACP 

[in a ud ib le ].

In te rv iew er: W hat year was th is  in?

In te rv iew er: '46. 

In te rv iew er: '46. 

D e llum s: '46.

In te rv iew er: Yeah.

D ellum s: So how  in  the  h e ll can you  expect to  p u t over a statew ide

in itia tiv e . B u t, you  know , you  go tta  digress a little . I th in k  now, and I 

th o u g h t im m ed ia te ly  a fte rw ards, iL E a rl W arren h a d n ^ got elected 

G overnor in  the  p rim a ry , th a t b ill m ig h t have - th a t in itia tiv e  m ig h t have

£

gone th ro u g tu
I.T.!.m_iI  "I  ........... .. 1

In te rv iew er: W hy is  th a t [inaud ib le ]?

D ellum s: There was a m an ru n n in g  on the D em ocratic tic k e t 

nam ed Kenny, K enny o r Kennedy. Kenny, I th in k , was h is  nam e. B u t he

was w e ll know n lib e ra l. H is nam e was w e ll know n. A nd was - he got the  

D em ocrat, D em ocratic n o m in a tio n  w ith o u t w asting  any tim e , you  know .
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B u t C a lifo rn ia  had c ro ss -filin g  in  those days. So i t  was no tro u b le  to 

cross-file . So E a rl W arren 's people cross-filed , and got the  R epublican 

tic k e t got p u t over on the D em ocrat over there, and he won in  the  

p rim a ry . Nobody ever dream ed o f such a th in g . E a rl n o t o n ly  w on the 

R epublican G overnorsh ip , b u t he w on the D em ocratic one also in  the 

p rim a ry .

In te rv iew er: O h boy!

D ellum s: W ell, now  the R epublicans had sewed u p  ab ou t 90 

percent o f the b ill goes th ro u g h o u t the state. A nd they had signed u p  fo r 

the p rim a iy  and the general e lection. We11T now  w itb  JCflrl w in n in g  in  the

p rim a ry , there is  no general e lection  now. See, Kenny was going to  force 

E a rl's  hand because he was going to  cam paign fo r FEPC. The 

R epublicans w ou ld  have had to go along. They ju s t c o u ld n 't fig h t it. A nd

i f  E a rl W arren had been on th a t b a llo t fo r Novem ber, and E a rl W arren 

had been forced to come o u t and endorse the FEPC in itia tiv e , i t  p robab ly

w ou ld  have gone th ro u g h , because a th ird  o f the  vote rs in  C a lifo rn ia

1 voted fo r i t  even u n d e r those circum stances, you  know , w ith  no G overnor

to be elected, and a th ird  o f the voters s till vo tin g  fo r i t  is  w hy I th in k  i t  

m ig h t have gone over i f  bo th  candidates w ou ld  have been o u t there

su p p o rtin g  each, you  know , lik e  Pat B row n d id .

In te rv iew er: D id  E a rl W arren ever take a stand  on i t  then , o r d id

he d u ck  the issue?
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D ellum s: He ducked i t  e n tire ly , and I co u ld n 't forgive E a rl fo r th a t.

Now, som eth ing came u p  in  W ashington, it 's  n a tio n a l in  scope. E a rl
冷 卜 Iふ メ

W arren had a [in a u d ib le ] G ordon as the head o f t±Le P rison and Parole

Board. A nd he sen t h is  cha irm an , because he was [ina ud ib le ] in  law

enforcem ent, and E a rl had W a lte r^ ) to  go back there and a ttend  th is  

conference, representing  C a lifo rn ia , and on the re tu rn  gone by New Y ork 

and con fer w ith  the  heads o f the  New Y o rk  FEP, and see i f  i t  w orks. A nd 

[ina ud ib le ] w anted W a lte r (?) to  do a jo b  on th is  th in g , and so he, re p o rt 

back to h im . A nd W a lte r d id . B u t the  people th a t had gotten a roun d  the 

R epublican G overnor, no m a tte r who he was tJien, w o u ld n 't le t E a rl 

endorse it. Now, a fte r E a rl had gotten h is  neck o u t - and W a lte r was 

tic k le d  to  death. You know , he c o u ld n 't get hom e fa s t enough, a fte r he

ta lke d  w ith  the  G overnor and he's going to  W ashington and then  over to  

New Y ork, and he's going to re p o rt in  w ritin g  to the G overnor. W a lt was 

sure we were going to  get C a lifo rn ia , we were going to  get an FEPC b ill in  

C a lifo rn ia  then .

In te rv iew er: Because he like d  w h a t he saw in  New Y ork, rig h t?

D ellum s: Yeah.

In te rv iew er: A nd he was e n th u s ia s tic  a b o u t i t  [ina ud ib le ].

D e llum s: Yeah, and he w rote a good re p o rt and everyth ing, and 

链 y]：_ ^ ilL iie 5 ie iL ^ ^ o rs e d  o u r b ill. Now, we had th is  firs t m o b iliza tio n  up  

there . I w ro te  E a rl and asked fo r a conference. We had le tte rheads
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p rin te d  then , you  know , fo r the  C a lifo rn ia  C om m ittee fo r F a ir 

E m ploym ent Practices. There was on ly  one nam e on th a t le tte rhead th a t 

anybody in  C a lifo rn ia  w ou ld  have c ritic ize d , and th a t was C. L. D e llum s. 

So w e'd gotten F a ther O 'D w yer in  sou the rn  C a lifo rn ia , the  biggest

C a tho lic  in  the state then , and I d o n 't rem em ber now  who was on there. 

We had th is C ity  C ouncilm an th a t we'd spent a lo t o f tim e  and e ffo rt and

m oney to  get m m  in to  the  C ity  C ounc il dow n in  Los Angeles, a M exican 

A m erican fe llow . W hat's h is  name?

In te rv iew er: [ in a u d ib l^ ^  し ^

D ellum s: pnaud ib le ] Royboyle (?). Roybolye was on the com m ittee， 

and never a ttended a single m eeting, even m eetings he ld  in  Los Angeles. 

He never a ttended them . So he was^a le tte rhead  m em ber) We d id n 't 

w a n t h im  on there  as a le tte rhead  m em ber. F a the r O 'D w yer, we knew  he 

was going to be a le tte rhead  m em ber, and we to ld  h im  so, and we w anted 

h im  on there. We d id n 't expect F a the r O 'D w yer to  get o u t there  and have

h im  do an yth ing . B u t, you  know , in  m ovem ents and w h a tn o t you  have a 

few le tte rhead  m em bers in  fro n t, th a t they agree to  go along w ith  th is  

ju s t fo r the purpose o f u s in g  th e ir nam e.

In te rv iew er: C. L., who d id  you  have in  the  Jew ish  com m un ity  a t 

th a t tim e? W asn 't th a t one o f the  m a in  su p p o rt groups . . .

D e llum s: Yeah. O h, th a t fe llow  - we had an O akland m an w ork in g

w ith  us. He w asn 't on the  com m ittee. They were s till a lit t le  touchy.
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P a rtic u la rly  u p  here. We had to  re ly  la rge ly on sou the rn  C a lifo rn ia  fo r 

the  Jew ish  group.

In te rv iew er: D id n 't you  have E a rl Raab on the com m ittee?

D ellum s: Yes, on th a t firs t otie , E a rl Raab, th a t's  rig h t. We d id  

have E a rl Raab on th a t com m ittee.

In te rv iew er: D id n 't you  have M ax B k in t?  ^

D ellum s: M ax B lu n t was on, b u t he's Los Angeles.

In te rv iew er: Yeah, he's Los Angeles.

D e llum s: Yeah. A nd we had three o r fo u r o th e r guys, Los Angeles 

o ld tim e rs , you  know , and we had Jenny M atches was s t ill liv in g  then , on 

the  ILGW U. She was a very b r illia n t lit t le  w om an. A nd, oh, I ca n 't 

rem em ber a ll o f those nam es now. They were m o stly  la b o r people, o r 

la b o r connected people, you  know , a few o ld tim e rs  s till dow n there  from  

the o ld  so c ia lis t days. B u t I rem em ber ta lk in g  w it±i Jake Petovsky in  New 

Y ork  ab o u t t±ie people dow n in  Los Angeles, and Jakes w ou ld  ju s t ra ttle  

o ff e ig h t o r ten  Jew ish  nam es rig h t the re  and the n , people th a t had been 

active and knew  R andolph in  the  days w hen the soc ia lis ts  were on the 

b a llo ts  and were active, you  know?

In te rv iew er: So you  w rote o ff to  Eaxl W arren u s in g  th a t le tte rhead , 

you  were saying?

D ellum s: Yeah, I sent i t  and w rote E a rl on th is  le tte rhead , you  

know , w ith  people lik e  we were m en tion ing  now, yo u  know , on there like
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E a rl Raab and N at Haw ley, N at Cawley, on there. We w anted N at on 

because [ina ud ib le ] connections we th o u g h t, le t N at be the NAACP 

representa tive, and ju s t leave me on the  overa ll.

In te rv iew er: Because you  were the  m ost con troversia l?

D ellum s: Yeah, I was the o n ly  person anybody c ritic ize d  a round 

here then , you  know?

In te rv iew er: W hy, C. L.? W hy w ou ld  the y c ritic ize  you?

D ellum s: ^W e ll,I was the h e ll ra ise r on the  coast tJien, you  know? 

G oing u p  to Oregon, fo r instance, to  s tic k  m y nose in  u p  t±Lere to he lp  a 

D em ocrat, you  know , u p  in  O regon, W ayne M o rris . A nd I m ade a couple 

o f trip s  to  Seattle, you  know , to  he lp  the W ashington [ina ud ib le ] to  get 

the  W ashington b ill th ro u g h . . And then  we had a good NAACP b ranch  

there. I f  F ra n k  W illia m s had attended to  h is  P's and Q 's, we w ou ld  have 

m ade the W est Coast region v ir tu a lly  tJie n a tio n a l headquarters o f the 

NAACP because we were b u ild in g  i t  like  he ll. W ith  F ra n k  and Ty P ittm an  

(?) and m yse lf g e tting  a roun d  over the  w hole region, and m eeting w ith  the 

loca l people there , and m aking  speeches, and accord ing to the 

re p u ta tio n , a ll th ree o f us cou ld  m ake a p re tty  good c o u n tiy  speech. You 

know ? A nd we were b u ild in g  it. One year the y trie d  to  keep i t  from  

ge tting  to us, b u t we fin a lly  fou nd  o u t - one year we ra ised m ore m oney 

from  the C h ris tm as Seals th a n  a ll the  re s t o f the  U n ited  States. A litt le  / 

o ld  50 percen t o f the m oney th a t came from  Seals th a t year came from
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the W est C oast region. You know , the  th in ly  popu la ted  e ig h t w estern

states in  those days. So i f  F ra n k  had stayed here - b u t, as I to ld  F rank,

you  know , a young m an in  a h u iry  is  a dangerous young m an. A nd it

tu rn e d  o u t th a t way, you  know , so he got too a m b itio u s , and he too k  a
1 __m _.二，

leave o f absence fo r one year to  go w ith  S tan ley M osk to  he lp  b u ild  up  

the C iv il R ights D epartm ent in  the  A tto rney  G eneral's O ffice. A nd w hen 

he came over to  ta lk  w ith  me ab ou t it ,  I said, "F rank, d o n 't do it."  "W ell, 

th is  is  a great o p p o rtu n ity ." A nd I sa id , 'Yeah, F ra n k ，b u t fo r som ebody 

else, n o t you , because i f  you  go on a state jo b  fo r a year, y o u 'll never 

re tu rn , 'cause once you  get y o u r nose in  the p u b lic  tro u g h , y o u 'll keep i t  

in  there ," so . . .

In te rv iew er: C a re fu l,C . L.

D e llum s: Yeah. W ell, tim es have changed, you  know .

In te rv iew er: N ot th a t m uch.

D ellum s: [ina ud ib le ] w anted a ju d g e sh ip . T h a t w a sn 't a ju d g e sh ip  

anyw ay [in a u d ib le ]. B u t - and Roy - Roy W ilk in s  agreed w ith  me, th a t i f  

F ra n k  le ft, m ore th a n  lik e ly  he w ou ld  n o t re tu rn .

In te rv iew er: A nd he d id n 't, rig h t?

D e llum s: A nd he d id n 't. B u t Roy was concerned because he d id n 't 

w a n t anybody to  th in k  th a t he was a fra id  o f F rank , and th a t he was 

ta k in g  advantage o f an y th in g , and he denied the  leave. W ell, here come
， 一 ■ - -  " "  — 一 - 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 〆

F ra n k  across the  B ayr vou  know ? A nd to ld  me th a t Roy had denied the
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leave. And, "The on ly  w ay I'm  going to  get the  leave is  fo r you  to get in  

the  act." A nd so b rie fly  he got the  leave. A nd the n  w hen the year was 

u p , he asked fo r an extension o f a year. W ell, Roy ca lled  me then , and v 

Roy - Roy never loved me too m uch , and I tJ iin k  tJ ia t was the firs t tim e 

Roy had ever ca lled me on the phone, you  know ? B u t Roy called me, and 

to ld  me abou t F ra n k  w anted an extension on it ,  you  know ? A nd he said, \ 

"Now, you  see, I to ld  you  - I to ld  you  n o t to  le t h im  go in  the  firs t place 

w hen you  had to  s tic k  y o u r nose in  it."  So I sa id , "W hat are we going to 

do now? I said i f  you  d raw  a red rin g  a round  the re  so [ina ud ib le ] forget

h im . So give h im  the year's extension and h e 'll resign by the n  'cause 

F rank 's  n o t com ing back," and th a t's  w h a t he d id . Roy gave h im  the 

year's extension, and w hen i t  was up , he resigned. He d id n 't re tu rn  to 

us. g u t back to E a rl._ E a rl never answered m y le tte r. Gave h im  a ll the 

in fo rm a tio n , you  know?

In te rv iew er: T h is  was a t a m eeting w ith  h im , rig h t?

D ellum s: Yeah.

In te rv iew er: O n the  b ill, on the  FE . . .

D e llum s: You see, we were going to spend the weekend in  

Sacram ento, lik e  m o b iliza tio n s  have done since, and M onday m o rn ing  we

w anted to  go see the  G overnor, o r a t any tim e  d u rin g  the  weekend th a t

'  w ou ld  m eet w ith  h is  convenience. A nd he ignored the le tte r. W ell, you  

know , the  w ord got o u t th a t D e llum s was lead ing  a m arch  on
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W ell, we were very ca re fu l n o t to  ever use m arch  - i f

anybody m entioned m arches, we w ou ld  stop them  and co rrec t them  rig h t

q u ick . A nd th is  was n o t a m arch on Sacram ento. I t  was an FEPC 

^mobilizatiorL_in Sacram ento. N eil Haggerty - N eil H aggerty was the  state
' C—  ： ^

executive o ffice r o f the  State Federation o f Labor. T h a t was h is  excuse

fo r n o t p a rtic ip a tin g  in  the dem onstra tion  u p  there w ith  us. He d id n 't 

believe in  m arches. A nd o ld  N eil never lived i t  down. Every tim e  he saw 

me he looked fu n n y . You know ? paughs】 Every tim e , w henever we m et 

any place, N eil looked em barrassed, you  know . A nd he ke p t th a t u p  

u n til he died, because R andolph no ticed th a t he d id n 't seem com fortab le  

and a t ease w hen he was in  m y presence, and asked me, "D id  you  and 

N eil fa ll out?" A nd I sa id , "No," because R andolph like d  N eil Haggerty. 

A nd so I to ld  h im , "No, we d id n 't fa ll ou t. He d id n 't su p p o rt us in  o u r 

drive  to try  to  get FEPC in  C a lifo rn ia ." A nd so it's  ju s t th a t s im ple , you  

know ? I p roba b ly  sa id some th in g s  abou t h im  I w o u ld n 't have said 

otherw ise." [laughs] B u t, anyw ay . . .

In te rv iew er: Was th is  1953 you 're  ta lk in g  about?

D ellum s: No, i t  was before then . I th in k  the  firs t one - see, now , 

the  in itia tiv e  p e titio n , and in  a ll fa irness to  th a t, as I have sta ted before, 

i f  E a rl d id n 't w in  in  the  p rim a ry , i t  m ig h t have gone th ro u g h . B u t i t  was 

the firs t in itia tiv e  c ircu la te d  w ith o u t a n y th in g  and Q ualified in  the  h is to ry

o f C a lifo rn ia . People got o u t - and saw in itia tiv e  p e titio n s  th a t had been



C. L. D e llum s In te rv iew  
Page 19

m im eographed th a t people were c irc u la tin g  and ge tting  signed, and 

people were s ign ing  them . A nd th a t's  how  i t  got on the b a llo t. A nd so 

here's t±ie head o f the  la b o r m ovem ent, com ing u p  here w ith  some 

crum m y excuse th a L h £  d id n 't believe in  m arches^ A nd so I had to  curse 

h im  ou t, you  know , and ca ll h im  some nam es, the lousy so and so. He 

knew  i t  w a sn 't a m arch  on Sacram ento. He knew  t±ie d ifference. A nd -

b u t now  I w en t back - G us - G us ta lke d  to  me, and he said, "I d o n 't t± iin k  

tJicreI4 -b ^ a n y  p o in t in  in tro d u c in g  a b ill in  th is  session o f the  leg is la tu re . 

T^LgjDeople have ju s t voted i t  d〇3 ^ i, and you  know  these people u p  here. 

B u t le t's  ju s t s tic k  i t  in  anyw ay, and le t's  see w h a t happens." So G us p u t 

tlie  b ill in , and so he and I w en t a roun d  to  some o ld  s ta lw a rts , you  know , 

and, o f course^G eorge M ille r was glad to  see us, and we had to  get 

[in a ud ib le ], you  know ? B u t George w a sn 't w o rried  ab ou t the  th in g , and 

we w eren 't w o rry in g  ab ou t George. B u t we d id n 't get to  f irs t base. Those 

guys used i t  as an excuse to  be a fra id . You know ? "M an, they b ro u g h t 

us o u t o f Sacram ento. P e o p j^ jp s t voted - ju s t voted aga inst i t  la s t yea r， 

and here you  come on back here, and you  know  we c o u ld n 't do a n y th in g  

fo r you  now ." I sa id , "W ell, le t's  keep the  heat on you  people. W e're no t 

gonna le t you  forget it ,  so you 're  ju s t supposed to  m ake u p  yo u r m in d  to 

th a t. No, y o u 'll get by th is  year, b u t w e ll be back n e x t year."

In te rv iew er: A nd the leg is la tu re  m et every ot:her year • 

D e llum s: Every o th e r year.
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In te rv iew er: Yeah.

D ellum s: B u t i t  m et every year, b u t the  even num bered year was

o n ly  fo r budget purposes. So everybody was in  Sacram ento d raw ing  

th e ir expense allow ance. There w a sn 't anybody do ing a n y th ing . Then 

w hen they c o u ld n 't do a n y th in g  u n til the com m ittee was ready to re po rt, 

so i f  you  knew  where they hu ng  ou t, i t  was a good tim e  fo r the  lobby is ts  

to  do th e ir w o rk  d u rin g  th a t year w hen the people never even looked 

upon  the  th in g  as being in  session, and fo r a ll p ra c tica l purposes i t

w a sn 't in  session, you  know . B u t, anyw ay, I learned every place where

assem blym an w en t p u b lic ly  [laughs], and we hounded them  down 

a fte r th a t, you  know , a fte r t±iem. b u t i t  w a sn 't a su rp rise  to me th a t thev 

w o u ld n 't do a n y th in g  a year a fte r the  in itia tiv e . B u t i f  you  in te n d  to  get 

th is  th ro u g h , you  d o n 't take a vaca tion  from  it. You stay on it. So now  

ther\_we^went back in  '47, '48 we got to  get back on the tra ck . A nd then  

we organized t liis  C a lifo rn ia  C om m ittee fo r F a ir E m ploym ent P ractices. I 

was the  ch a irm a n  and Ty P ittm an  was the secretary. A nd w ith  F ra n k  

W illia m s p re tty  m uch [ina ud ib le ] e t got F a the r O 'D w yer to  le t us p u t h is  

nam e on the le tte rhead , and R oyball c o u ld n 't say no. He looked 

frig h ten ed  [in a ud ib le ]. B u t the  on ly  tim e  I've seen R oyball I w en t dow n to 

Los Angeles fo r some purpose, I d o n 't know  w hat. I t  m ig h t have been 

ju s t fo r a ro u tin e  tr ip  I made p e rio d ica lly  dow n there. B u t I w anted to 

ta lk  w ith  M ax, and I w en t o u t to  the Jew ish  b u ild in g . D id  you  ever see
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t±iat b u ild in g  th a t they have dow n there? Jew ish  Labor C om m ittee owns 

qu ite  a b u ild in g  dow n there. It's  o u t on N orth  V erm ont. Is the re  a 

V erm ont S treet?

In terview er: N orth  V erm ont.

D e llum s: Yeah. N orth  V erm on t is  w here i t  is. I t  covers a b lock, 

you  know , w ith  the  p a rk in g  and everyth ing. A nd - b u t they had 

problem s because too m any Jew ish  o rgan iza tions were a fra id  to  move 

in to  the b u ild in g . They d id n 't w a n t i t  to  be THE Jew ish  headquarters.

So t±iey alw ays had tro u b le  keeping i t  p ro p e rly  occupied, you  know? A nd 

I th in k  the  Jew ish  Labor C om m ittee 's office fin a lly  was m oved ou t. A nd - 

because M ax got i l l  and was o ff fo r q u ite  some tim e. I d o n 't know  i f  he 

ever was able to go back to w o rk  o r no t. B u t - w e ll, now , le t's  see. T h a t 

b rin gs us to  . . .

In te rv iew er: 1949.

D ellum s: 1949. A nd G us - G us lo s t e ffo rts  before he w en t to

Congress. The session ju s t before re app o rtio nm e n t was p u t over. Gus

caugh t a Senate b ill,a  m u s t Senate b ill, and p u t an am endm ent to  i t  fo r

a c iv il FEPC. You know ? O n there , and p u t i t  over in  the  Assem bly. We
-- -------- ---- --------  一 ；

were ge tting  some D em ocrats in  the  Assem bly by then , you  know . And

the R epublicans c o u ld n 't ru n  over us  roughshod. A nd G us had a lo t o f 

prestige. B yron  had gotten in  the re  by the n , you  know , to  he lp.

In te rv iew er: T h a t's  B yron  R um fora .
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D ellum s: B yron  R um ford. 

In te rv iew er: M m  hm m .

D ellum s: A nd the Assem bly passed th is  am endm ent th a t G us had 

a ttached to  a R epublican do-pass b ill, and then  it  w en t back the n  to  the 

Senate, on accoun t o f th is  am endm ent, and fo r the  firs t tim e  tJie 

R epublicans had to  face a ro ll ca ll on a c iv il rig h ts  issue, and the re  they

were. They're n o t going to  to le ra te  FEPC. B u t th is  is  a m u s t b ill. The 
-------—

G overnor w an ts, everybody w an ts, it's  got to  go th ro u g h . I d o n 't re ca ll 

now  w hetJier i t  was ap p o rtio n m e n t b ill o r ju s t w h a t i t  was, b u t the

R epublicans k ille d  it. They knocked i t  o ff on a s tr ic tly  p a rtisa n  vote. 

A nd even the D em ocrat enem ies got a chance to vote fo r FEPC then  

because [laughs, in a u d ib le ] going to k ill it. So - b u t i t  was [ina ud ib le ]
つ

stra tegy th a t G us used to  p u t the  R epublicans on the  spot, and helped 
............ .......................... ...........  丨丨丨… 一  )

defeat R epublicans too. A nd so the n  tw o years a fte r th a t G us has gone 

to  Congress. B yron  is  le ft, a n d  B vron  took over in tro d u c in g  the b ill. B u t, 

see, we had w orked a tra d in g  deal between B yron  and G us. T h a t's  how

B o o n 's  nam e is  on the  b ill. I t  w ou ld  have been G us H aw kins ' b ill, b u t 

we had • the re  had been an arrangem ent w here in  one session o f the 

le g is la tu re  G us w ou ld  in tro d u ce  the FEPC b ill, and the ne xt one R um ford 

w ou ld  in tro d u ce  it. A nd th a t's  how  i t  got there  th a t R um ford 's nam e got 

on the  ho us ing  b ill and the la b o r b ill because o f th a t sw itch ing . A nd . . .
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In te rv iew er: A t th is  p o in t i t  was p u re ly  an em ploym ent b ill though; 

you  were n o t pu sh ing  a fa ir ho using  b ill a t th is  tim e , were you?

D ellum s: O h, no, t±iey w o u ld n 't ta lk  housing  w ith  us. A nd then, 

see, th a t was a decision th a t had to be m ade back in  the  m arch  on 

W ashington days, because there  were too m any c iv il rig h ts  people, 

p a rtic u la rly  Negroes，w ho th o u g h t th a t p u b lic  accom m odations was the 

m ost im p o rta n t th in g  facing, fac ing  us. A nd I led the fig h t th a t 

em ploym ent was the m ost im p o rta n t.

In te rv iew er: W hat d id  they th in k  a b o u t housing? Is th a t w h a t you  

m ean by p u b lic  accom m odations? I th o u g h t by p u b lic  accom m odations 

you  m e a n t . . .

D e llum s: N0, they were separate. P ub lic  accom m odations - there

were a lo t o f people th a t looked a t p u b lic  accom m odations as be ing top 

p n o rity  fo r c iv il rig h ts  people, Negroes p a rtic u la rly , because - w e ll, it's

som eth ing you  ca n 't exp la in . B u t i f  you  were - was going dow n to  Los

Angeles fo r a m eeting, and we were ca llin g  statew ide, W illia m  P ickens

was on a to u r. A nd W illia m  P ickens was com ing o u t here, b u t he ju s t

had ce rta in  places, and he w a sn 't com ing to  OaJdand. He was com ing to 

Los Angeles, and we were going to get as near a statew ide group NAACP 

people to m eet w ith  B ill, and I was going dow n fo r th a t. A nd we had a 

litt le  fe llow  here - I ca ll h im  a litt le  fe llow  because he’s sho rt, I m ean. 

Named E. S. Thom as. A w on de rfu l hu m an  being, a fine  fe llow . A nd E. S.
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was going to  ride  dow n w ith  me in  m y secondhand M odel T  Ford. You

know ? I t  took 6 ho u rs  to  dnve to  Ix>s Angeles w ith  th a t t ilin g  then , w ith  

those tw o-lane h ighw ays, one in  each d ire c tio n . A nd to  get th ro u g h  the 

m o u n ta in s  was q u ite  a jo b . So w ith  those tw o-lane h ighw ays th ro u g h  

the  m o u n ta in s  and d iese tru c k s  and w ha tno ts , you  know . I t  was a 

h e llu va  jo b . So E ., Thom as and I got u p  and we p u lle d  o u t o f here ju s t a t 

daybreak, you  know , and s ta rted  d riv in g  dow n there. B y the tim e  we got 

to  B akersfie ld  we were hungry . So the h ighw ay w en t r ig h t dow n the 

m a in  s tree t o f a ll those va lley tow ns. So w hen we got to  B akersfie ld , we 

decided - a re s t spot, and [ina ud ib le ] and get b reakfast. We spotted one 

o f th is  m a in  tho rough fa re  going th ro u g h  there , and we stopped and we 

w en t in . A nd we sa t a t the  cou n te r because we ju s t w anted a q u ick  

b reakfa st and keep going. A nd - w e ll, I  had  had a lo t o f experience then , 

and the re  was a m irro r beh ind  the cou n te r, fac ing  t±ie cou n te r, you 

know , so I cou ld  see th ro u g h  the m irro r w h a t the  w a itress is  doing. I 

saw the w a itress p ick in g  u p  a ll the  m enus o ff the  tab le , and she took 

them  a ll o ff the  cou n te r, and took them  a ll in  the  k itch e n . So I'm

w a tch in g  eve ryth ing  now. You know , som eth ing 's, som eth ing 's going.

A nd the n  we w eren 't too shocked in  B ake rs fie ld  because w herever the re 's

co tton  and o il, the re 's  p le n ty  o f sou therners. A nd we knew  B akersfie ld
C •■■•，二 ^ • 一 ”  一* 一

was the b u n k . A nd the n  in  a few m in u te s  here come a guy o u t o f the 

k itc h e n  the re  w ith  a m eat cleaver, a b ig  o ld  cleaver in  h is  hand. A nd he
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was keeping i t  beh ind  h im  [chuckles], you  know ? B u t, see, w it± i th a t

m irro r there , I cou ld  see t± iis cleaver. 

In te rv iew er: Oh, no!

D ellum s: B u t the  longer th a t guy stood there  look ing  a t us, and 

I'm  look ing  a t h im , the  bigger he got and the  bigger th a t m eat cleaver got. 

F in a lly , Thom as no ticed it. He leaned on me. He said, "C. L., I th in k  

w e'd b e tte r get o u t o f here." So I said, "W ell, yeah, b u t le t's  take o u r 

tim e . Let's n o t ru s h  o u t." B u t it 's  a fee ling you  ca n 't describe. You 

know ? It's  ju s t an  experience th a t, i f  every A m erican had to  live  i t  once, 

m aybe we cou ld  send h im  - no, the re 's  no place in  A frica . W ell, you 

cou ld  p u t a tag on h im  in  S outh  A frica  and [laughs]. B u t it's  an

experience th a t you've got to  live  th ro u g h  i t  to  re a lly  appreciate how  you

fe lt.

In te rv iew er: C. L . . .

D e llum s: A nd I was nervous a ll the  w ay th e n  from  the n  on to  Los 

Angeles I was nervous. I to ld  the people dow n there  a b ou t i t  a t one o f the 

conferences th a t I spoke to , and I m entioned i t  d i]r in ^ jn y  rabb le rm is ip ^ 、

y
days any nu m be r o f tim es. A nd I b ro u g h t i t  in  - I w onder how  m any

accidents have been on p u b lic  h ighw ays and w h a tn o t because one o f the  

d rive rs  was re s t b roken and tire d  and h u n g ry  because they c o u ld n 't fin d  Q

a place to  sleep and they c o u ld n 't get a place to  eat. A nd how  m any 

w h ite  people have d ied in  accidents on these p u b lic  h ighw ays because
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r  th a t o th e r d rive r had been denied sleep and food, and was ju s t w orn  o u t

and nodded a t the  w heel, you  know . Nobody know s. B u t it 's  reasonable 

to  assum e t±Lat i t  happened, because there  are some o f us s ittin g  here in

the audience th a t have d riven  u n d e r those con d ition s . I'm  one o f them .

A nd I know  i t  was a to u ch y  th in g . A nd I d o n 't know  w h a t w ou ld  have 

happened i f  I'd  been alone. Because i f  I'd  been alone, you  see, I m ig h t 

have nodded off. B u t w ith  Thom as there  w ith  me, he knew  to  ju s t keep 

ta lk in g , you  know , and he w atched me, so i f  i t  looked lik e  I'm  d r iftin g  

some, he 'd  say, "C. L.," you  know ? B u t - I had a n o th e r experience - let 

me in je c t som eth ing here. D ow n to Los Angeles, and I m et a lad y dow n 

there , C aucasian lady, fine  loo k in g  lady. A nd she was fro m  S anta 

B a rb ra , and she had come dow n to  Los Angeles to  a tte n d  th a t m eeting

because she had heard ab ou t W illia m  P ickens. A frie n d  o f hers the re  in  

S anta B arb a ra  had heard P ickens speak in  some place in  the  East, on

some of, one o f he r tr ip s  o r som ething, and she came back, and she was 

th rille d , and she to ld  th is  lady ab ou t th is  Negro th a t she had heard  m ake 

a speech. I d o n 't know  w he the r he spoke to  a college, a college group o r 

w ha t, b u t she was ca rried  away w ith  h im . She had never heard a Negro 

m ake a speech before. A nd, see, she h a d n 't fou nd  o u t th a t Negroes 

spoke ju s t lik e  she d id  [laughs]. I t  was one o f the  m any th in g s  th a t w h ite

people h a d n 't found  o u t, you  know ? [laughs] A nd i t  was a tre a t to  hear 

W illia m  P ickens m ake a speech, you  know ? I to ld  h im  once, you  know , I
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said, "B ill, the  n a tio n  lo s t a great com edian w hen som ebody sent you  to 

Yale.'1 [laughs] 'Cause he's a b r illia n t Yaile graduate , you  know , b u t he 

cou ld  keep you lau gh in g  a ll the  tim e  too. B u t, anyw ay, P ickens is  down 

there, so I no ticed th is  lady a t the  firs t break. She was los t. A nd there 

was very litt le  in te g ra tio n  in  C a lifo rn ia  then , you  know ? Negroes d id n 't J 

know  w he the r to  approach t iiis  w om an o r no t. M aybe they h a d n 't found 

o u t she's ju s t a w om an, [laughs] You know ? B u t I w en t over and 

in tro d u ce d  m yse lf and asked he r i f  she had m ade arrangem ents to  go to 

lu n ch . A nd she said, "No," she was th in k in g  ab ou t i t  because she like d  

lu n ch . I sa id , "W ell, I'm  ge tting  tw o o r th ree  o f us together. W ould you 

jo in  us?" She said, "O h, yes, th a t's  w h a t I'm  dow n here fo r," you  know? 

"To lea rn  and," so, anyw ay, she w en t to  lu n c h  w ith  us. A nd then  she 

stayed w ith  us  the  re s t o f tJie tim e  dow n tJiere, so she d id n 't get 

lonesom e anym ore. Now, she to ld  us th a t he r husband was a judge  in

S anta B arbara , and she heard h im  say th a t the  custom ary w ay a judge  

made u p  h is  m in d  on a case was to  decide who he w anted to ru le  fo r, she 

said, because a good law yer can w rite  an in te llig e n t decision on e ith e r 

side o f a case. So you  decide on w ho you  wamt to ru le  fo r, and the n  you  

can w rite  a decision. Y ou're n o t w orried  ab ou t i t  be ing repealed. You 

ju s t w a n t to  render a decis ion th a t w o n 't em barrass you, and it's  n o t too 

d iffic u lt to  do. He sa id  he com pared the law  w ith  the  B ib le , you  know , 

you  prove a n y th in g  o r d isprove an y th in g . A nd, therefore , th is  d iscuss ion
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\cam e u p  a t th e ir d in n e r tab le , and some Negro was invo lved in  some k in d  

o f la w su it, and he r husband  was going to  ru le  aga inst h im , o f course, 

you  know  [laughs]. A nd th a t was the exp lana tion . A nd she ju m p e d  h im  

a fte r everybody was gone and everyth ing. She ju m p e d  h im , you  know , 

and said , "Do you  m ean to  te ll me th a t you 're  n o t concerned w ith  w ho 's 

r ig h t o r w ho 's w rong, ju s t who you  w a n t to  ru le  fo r." A nd she said he 

said , "Yeah, th a t's  the  w ay judges hand le  tliese  th in g s ." It's  n o t lim ite d  

to  race, b u t th a t's  p rim a rily  where i t  comes in to , in  force. B u t he said , " If 

you 've got a case and you've got a couple o f b ig  shots, yo u ’ve got a couple 

o f b ig  shots on here, you 're  going to  m ake a lo t o f enem ies no m a tte r 

w h ich  side you  ru le  on, and you 're  going to m ake some frie nds . So you  

use the same fo rm u la . Decide w h ich  one o f these, w here is  the  m ost 

pressure and the  m ost m oney, w ho you  w a n t to  ru le  fo r. A nd it's  easy 

then ," he said , "to  - you  m ig h t have to  do a lit t le  m aneuvering, u p h o ld in g  

the m o tion  o r som eth ing here and the re  th a t you , ob jection  here and 

there  th a t you  sh o u ld n 't do, b u t nobody pays too m uch  a tte n tio n  to  it. 

M ost law yers d o n 't even take an exception to  it ,  so . . A nd she said, 

"You know , th a t ju s t d isgusted me, and m ade me apprecia te  the  

prob lem s th a t colored people face, and here you  get invo lved in  

som eth ing and you  go to  co u rt, and the  decis ion  is  going to  be rendered 

aga inst you  so le ly because o f yo u r co lor. The h e ll w ith  the  facts. I f  the  

facts are over there , OK, b u t i f  t±iey're n o t over there , m y hu sband 's
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' gonna [laugh ing , u n in te llig ib le ]." So she said, and tJien - she to ld  me 

w h a t had happened and he r frie n d  c o u ld n 't come to  Los Angeles w ith  he r 

to  hear P ickens speak, so she came on alone, she was so anx ious to  hear 

th is  guy, and she had taken  an in te re s t in  w ha t's  happen ing to people,

now  th a t she had had firs th a n d  know ledge ab ou t it ,  you  know ? So i t  

was w o rth  t±ie tr ip  fo r h e r to  hear P ickens because P ickens cou ld  m ake a 

speech. B u t I in jec ted  th a t som eth ing was said th a t caused me to  th in k  

o f th is  . . .

In te rv iew er: You sa id  th a t you  had argued w ay back w hen, ju s t 

a fte r the  w ar, t± iat i t  was m ore im p o rta n t to  go a fte r e m p lo ym e n t. . .

D e llum s: Oh.

In te rv iew er: . . .  p ractices th a n  p u b lic  accom m odations.

D ellum s: Yeah, because I fou nd  W alte r W hite  lean ing  tow ard
~

p u b lic  accom m odations and housing . He w a sn 't g iv ing  the em ploym ent
名̂ ^ * * * " * ^ ^ —— — … 11 ■■ ■** 一—"*""""""""*̂"*"*""""""*1

the  c re d it th a t i t  shou la  be given, ana I to ld  R andolph th a t we'd be tte r 

d iscuss t±Lis sub ject because W a lt seems to  - seems to  give too m uch 

i  credence to  the  need fo r hous ing  and p u b lic  accom m odations. He 

doesn 't seem to  be as conscious as we are th a t i t  aoesn 't m ake any 

| d ifference w he the r you  have the  r ig h t to  live  u p  on th a t h ill and n o t 

[ whether you  have the r ig h t to  go to the  P aram ount Theater o r n o t i f  you  

d o n 't have the  price  o f adm ission.
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In te rv iew er: So y o u r th o u g h t was th a t em ploym ent rig h ts  w ou ld  

lead to  econom ic . . .

D e llum s: E m ploym ent rig h ts  had to  be firs t because i f  you  d o n 't 

have the dow n paym ent on th a t house u p  there , you 're  n o t going to  move

u p  there . A nd i f  you  - w e ll, we saw i t  come closer to  come hom e. We

stopped in  w h a t we ca lled Negro ho te ls fo r years. You know ? W ell, i t  

was o n ly  p a rtly  ra c ia l. We d id n 't have the m oney to  stay in  dow ntow n 

ho te ls. You know ? We needed a 3 -d o lla r room . A nd - b u t in  tim e  we 

w on o u r struggle . P u llm an Com pany. We got a co n tra c t signed, P u llm an  

C om pany and a couple o f ra ilro a d s, we had a few [in a u d ib le ] o f th e ir 

own. So the n  we had to  ta lk  abou t th is  th in g . So C h ie f and I got 

toge ther on i t  firs t, and the n  we b ro u g h t i t  before the  In te rn a tio n a l 

E xecutive C om m ittee o f the  B ro therhood, th a t it 's  tim e  fo r us  to  move 

dow ntow n, b u t we w anted i t  understood, and we p a rtic u la rly  w a n t o u r 

m em bers to un de rs tan d  th a t we th in k  i t  im p o rta n t because w h ite  people 

are n o t used to  seeing Negroes in  th e ir lead ing hote ls. They've got to  get

used to  it .  A nd the n  as tim e  w ent on, you  know , we saw the  va lue o f it ,  

and we w en t th ro u g h  the period  w hen the ho te ls got together, you  know , 

and they w ou ld  le t Negro preachers - there  w a sn 't too m any o f them  -

stay in  the  hote ls. B u t . . .

In te rv iew er: W hy ju s t preachers?
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D ellum s: W ell, you  kno w ，if  the y looked re lig ious , they were going 

on the  assum ption  th a t w h ite  people w o u ld n 't - you  know , w ou ld  feel 

th a t th is , some w h ite  ch u rch  groups got these Negroes dow n here. They 

ju m p e d  to th e ir own conclusions, [laughs] They d id n 't realize how  dum b 

w h ite  people are, see? O r were a t th a t tim e , [laughs] B u t we sta rted  to 

stay dow ntow n in  ho te ls, you  know ? A nd, o f course, t±ie In te rn a tio n a l

E xecutive Board had to vote a litt le  m ore m oney fo r us to  stay in  them

because we were s till liv in g  on a shoestring . We were the low est pa id

o ffic ia ls  o f an in te rn a tio n a l u n io n  the  n a tio n 's  ever seen, and we never

got away fro m  it. I t  was th a t w ay w hen M r. R andolph re tire d  and th a t

w ay w hen I re tire d . You know , they 're  s t ill low  pa id . The [in a u d ib le ]19 

years M r. R andolph w orked fo r the  B ro therhood  they never got a ra ise ir
_  —  ■ ' "  M__- _ 丨 _ 丨 、

pay. T h is  la s t 19 years they never got a ra ise , d id n 't pay a t a ll. So we 

alw ays had to  struggle . O f course, the y w orked _ they w orked，granted 

people in  o u r ju r is d ic tio n  th a t we cou ld  organize. We had ju s t abou t 

everybody th a t we cou ld  get. See, the  ra ilw a y  c le rks , w h a t is  now  called 

the  R ailw ay and A irlin e  [in a u d ib le ], tiie  R ailw ay and A irlin e  C lerks, b u t i t

was R ailw ay and S team ship C le rks tJien. A nd the  AFofL had granted

them  ju r is d ic tio n  over p ra c tic a lly  a ll the  Negroes w o rk in g  fo r ra ilw ays

w ith  exception o f the  po rte rs . You know ? So the - m any o f the  redcaps
■i «•_ i 1 ■一 *"1""^™ ""^™

had been organized by C lerks and a ll the  Negro organized redcaps - a t 

least we organized m ost o f the  redcaps fo r h im  and gave them  to  iiim  - he
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[in a u d ib le ] h im se lf to  M r. R andolph, a Negro nam ed Townsend. A nd he 

tu rn e d  aga inst us  and tu rn e d  aga inst M r. R andolph. He saw h im se lf as 

a n a tio n a l leader. A nd tu rn e d  aga inst us. B u t .. . we - oh. We 

convinced W a lte r th a t we ou gh t to  encourage Negroes in  a ll w a lks  o f life  

to  m ake, to  u n de rs tan d  t±ie econom ics o f th is  s itu a tio n , and th a t FEPC 

was the m ost im p o rta n t piece o f le g is la tio n  th a t i t  was possib le to  get 

th ro u g h  fo r the  bene fit o f the  people. A nd M r. R andolph s ta rted  on th is  

n a tio n a l to u rs , to  rem em bering to  b rin g  th a t in , no m a tte r w h a t he was 

ta lk in g  a b o u t to  b rin g  i t  in , and to  - say som eth ing to  show Negroes th a t 

un less you  have the p rice  o f adm ission , you 're  n o t going in  the re , and 

yo u ’re n o t going to eat a New Y ork c u t steak in  th a t ritz y  place i f  you  

d o n 't have t±ie price  th a t the  m enu ca lls  fo r fo r th a t New Y o rk  steak. So 

by c a n y in g  on th a t n a tio n a l cam paign and w ith  W a lte r supposedly - see, 

W a lte r a lw ays had a prob lem  t iia t  he po in ted  to  us any num ber o f tim es. 

He had a prob lem  we d id n 't have, because we had an o rgan iza tion , and
、 〜   —   つ

we were the  o rgan iza tion , so to  speak. Because there  w a sn 't any 

m em bers in  o u r o rgan iza tion  gonna get u p  and take A. P h illip  R andolph 

on. You know , they 'd  s it on th e ir hands i f  i t  was th a t im p o rta n t, b u t they 

w e re n 't go ing to  cross h im . A nd W alte r never had th a t. W a lte r had 

prob lem s. A nd I say W a lte r because i t  was W a lte r in  those days. B u t I 

ha ven 't ta lke d  to  tm s - w ha t's  h is  name?

In te rv iew er: B en jam in  [inaud ib le ])
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D ellum s: I ha ven 't ta lke d  to  Ben a b o u t it ,  b u t there  was a d is tin c t 

d iv is io n  in  the  NAACP N ationa l B oard fo r years. There was a so u tiie rn

bloc in  there. A nd th e ir a rgum en t a ll tJie tim e  was, "You guys d o n 't

know . Y ou're n o t dow n here anym ore," you  know . "You le ft. We've go tta  

live  w ith  these so and so's," you  know ? "And we ca n 't do eve ryth ing  you 

guys w a n t done." A nd i t  came to  a head w hen W a lte r too k a leave fo r h is  

honeym oon, and had m a rried  Poppy C annon. Was he r nam e C annon? 

Had m a rried  Poppy C annon. W ell, Poppy was lis te d  as C aucasian. B u t

i f  Poppy and W alte r W hite  was w a lk in g  dow n the s idew a lk togetJier and 

you  was ta lk in g  to  someone th a t d id n 't know  them , and you  ju s t said to

them , th is  couple th a t we are m eeting com ing here is  an in te rra c ia l 

couple. W ell, a lm ost everybody th a t faced th a t, th a t d id n 't know  

a n y th in g  ab ou t then ,, w ^ M i ^ e n  and

Poppy C annon fo r the  Negro. He was th a t m uch  w h ite r th a n  she was,
. — 1 一…

' / 一 .、... . . ■ 一 .一 '1'. _、 、 '  ■ . : , . ； , ' ,；; 人 ’. ' . . '  . . v

you know? A nd so the sou the rn  vbloc d id n 't w a n t W a lte r to  re tu rn  as th^e
，關 ■一、

E xecutive O ffice r o f the  NAACP. A nd i t  created q u ite  a n a tio n a l s tir.

M rs. Roosevelt ca lled  me a b ou t it, and she was on t±ie N a tiona l Board, 
____________ _

and she was going to  be a t t± ia t m eeting w hen th is  sub ject was going to 

be tops on the ag e n d a ~ w h a t abou t W a lte r W hite? A nd she said, "We 

need P h illip . P h illip  has got such a sound m in d  and th in k in g , and h is  

b rillia n ce , h is  reason ing on the re , he's ju s t irrep laceab le ." She said , 

"We've got to  have h im ," she said , nb u t he doesn 't a tte n d  the m eetings."
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A nd here is  th is  n a tio n a l m eeting com ing u p  the re  w hen W alte r's  fu tu re

is  a t s take，and W alte r is  a fra id  he w o n 't be there. So W a lte r to ld  me to

ca ll you  and he lp  h im  w o rk  on C .L., C. L. to  w o rk  on P h illip  to  be a t th a t

m eeting," you  know ? So I to ld  her, "Yeah, yeah, I 'l l  get on h im  rig h t away

a b o u t it."  So I d id . So I m ade h im  shake hands w ith  me to  seal the  fa c t

th a t he is  going to be a t t i ia t  m eeting. "I w a n t y o u r w ord  th a t, dam m it,

you  are going to a ttend  th a t m eeting. W alte r needs you, and M rs.

Roosevelt, she s co u n tin g  noses, and she said you 're  needed, and she

th in k s  th a t you  d e fin ite ly  w ill sw ing the vote." A nd so he a ttended the

^n e e tin g , and W a lte r was re tu rn in g  to  t±ie NAACP. Now, w h a t w ou ld  have

happened i f  he hadn  t  been there , we have no w ay o f know ing . B u t le t's

see. W a lte r had th a t prob lem , and I know  Roy - Roy had m entioned th a t

p rob lem  to  me years before th a t, th a t they d id  have th is  p rob lem  w ith  the
"  丨丨 ■丨丨 ■ —— _ _ _ _ _

s m ith e h i b loc, and the re  were several c itie s  represented on t±Lere th a t, 

you  know , you  c o u ld n 't see yo u rse lf do ing w ith o u t. A tla n ta  had a

pow erfu l b ranch  fo r years, and th is  lady th a t had som eth ing - I d o n 't

know  w he the r i t  was fro m  a stroke o r w ha t, C harles. D id  you  ever see

th a t la d y  fro m  B a ltim o re  th a t he r m o u th  was tw is ted  back lik e  th a P  She 
^ -

a t one tim e  had the biggest b ranch  in  the w hole NAACP. You know ?

A nd she was a power. She had tro u b le  ta lk in g , b u t th a t lad y was a b a ll

of fire. And there she sat, you know， representing the biggest branch in 
the NAACP, from Baltimore. WeiしBaltimore's part of the South. You
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know ? A nd so t±iey had problem s. T h a t the  re s t o f us  d id n 't have. 

F o rtu n a te ly , we overcam e them , and the n  we m ade people extrem ely 

conscious o f th e ir econom ic rig h t, th e ir r ig h t to  w ork. I f  you  d o n 't have a 

jo b , you 're  u p  aga inst it.

In te rv iew er: So the o rig in a l FEP b i l l - ju s t one m ore question  - 

w h a t was the pro tective  basis? Was i t  ju s t race and color?

D ellum s: M m  hm m . Race, creed and color.

In te rv iew er: ra c^-c re ed , and^color.

D e llum s: Yeah, fo r the  Jew ish  people, you  know . Creed, th a t’s the

o n ly  th in g  anybody th o u g h t ab ou t w hen you  said "creed." They th o u g h t

th a t's  the re  fo r the  Jews.

In te rv iew er: M m  hm m .

D ellum s: You know ? So it's  ju s t  race, creed, and color.

In te rv iew er: D id  i t  s tay t± iat w ay a ll the  w ay u p  u n til ju s t before i t  

was passed? W hen i t  was passed, the re  were o th e r th in g s  . . .

D e llum s: I t  passed - w e ll, the  o n ly  th in g  

n a tio n a l o rig in .

In te rv iew er: A nd ancestry.

D e llum s: Yeah. N a tiona l o rig in  and ancestry. T h a t's  the  on ly  

th in g  th a t was added to  i t  before the b ill was adopted.

In te rv iew er: W hen d id  you  add tJ ia t in?  ノ

D ellum s: ' 5 7 , 1 th in k . I tW n k lT w a ^ '57.

added on there  was
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In te rv iew er: W here d id  we leave o ff w ith  the  ea rly  '50s?

In te rv iew er: Yeah, the  ea rly  '50s, w hen - yeah, you  had a t least a 

ro ll ca ll vote on the flo o r o f the  Senate so you  knew  w ho were yo u r 

frie n d s  and enemiesT ngnl;?vA nd th a t gave you  so iiic Q iiiig  Lo-4eal w ith , 

th a t m  €he ea rly  '50s?

D ellum s: The '50 session o f the  leg is la tu re . A nd - w e ll, you  know , 

the re  was a p a tte rn  also in  those days: a n y th in g  a ffecting  the Negro was 

p u t a t the  bo ttom . O r un less some o th e r tncK . A nd exam ple o f w h a t I 

m ean there: We jo in e d  tJie A m erican Federation o f Labor, o u r u n io n . We 

th rea tened to  s trike  the  fo rm er G overnor in  1928. A nd we to o k  a s trike  

vote and got them  signed, announced the date and eve ryth ing  fo r the 

s trike . The R ailw ay Labor A ct provided the n  - i t  s t ill does - th a t the  - a t 

th a t tim e  ca lled  the Board o f M ed ia tion . It's  now  ca lled the  M ed ia tion  

Board. A nd there  is  a h is to ric a l s to ry  a roun d  th a t. A nd we were 

condem ned a ll over the n a tio n  because we jo in e d  the AFofL. W e're now 

\  an  an ti-N egro  lab o r group, you  know ? Some people th o u g h t th a t every 

la b o r u n io n  had a co lo r clause in  its  c o n s titu tio n . A nd here are the 

id e a lis ts , you  know , the A. P h illip  R andolph, C. L. D e llum s, and M ilto n  P. 

j W ebster, they were the b ig  th ree , and they have a ffilia te d  w ith  th is

o rgan iza tion . So C h ie f sa id to  me, "C. L., w hen you  get over to  the  ho te l, 

、le t's  devote some tim e to  e xp la in ing  w hy we jo in e d  the  AF$Tl ." So, 

anyw ay,-a fte r some d iscuss ion  th a t n ig h t, he agreed th a t he w ou ld  give
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an ove ra ll ana lys is  o f it ,  and tiie n  leave i t  p re tty  m uch  u p  to  o u r people 

as to how  they cou ld  in te rp re t w h a t he said and a ll them selves. So I 

decided th a t I w ou ld  exp la in  i t  by saying we jo in e d  the  AFofL fo r d 

d w ith  f  m ission .

because i t  was the o n ly  statew ide and na tionw ide  o rgan iza tion  o f w o rk in g

people, the  organized la b o r m ovem ent. A nd o u r m ovem ent is  an 

organized la b o r m ovem ent. A nd we belonged in  the re  because i t  was o u r

a ffilia te d  w it ii the  AFofL was

op in ion  th a t the Negro in  the U n ite d  S tates w ill never come in to  h is  own

u n d e r any fo rm  o r shape o f socia l segregation. There fore，we belong in  

the  AFofL. A nd th e n  we h a ve /^n u s s io n y T h e  m iss ion  is  to  drive  the

o ffic ia l d isc rim in a tio n  o u t^ ^ ^ id  you  can drive  i t  o u t b e tte r by being
------------------------- — ------ ^

insideJtbaa jff>u  can fro m  being o u t on the s idew a lk condem ning it. A nd

th a t's  w hy we jo in e d  the  AFofL. A nd i t  p re tty  m uch w en t over. We sh u t 
*****~~~'    ■ . ,   _ 一 - - - * * • * " * * — »

u p  t±ie preachers p re tty  m uch. They, [ina ud ib le ] the y had a m a ilin g T Is t,
气. ... 1--- --------------7

o f Negro preachers scattered c lea r across the n a tio n . A nd they gave 

a n n u a l dona tions to them , and specia l dona tions to them . A nd they had 

one group th a t they, cou ld  ru n  u p  a n y th in g  fo r tJiem  and te ll them  to

pu sh  i t ，and they 'd  pu sh  it. The n u m b e r one Negro b ishop in  the  n a tio n
---- -------- --------

in  those days fou gh t us, and pra ised the AFofL, you know , pra ised the 

lab o r m ovem ent generally, b u t fou gh t the AFofL, a ttem pted to show the 

Negroes d id n ’t  u n til they broke a s trike , and they had to

break s trike s . W ell, we never argued ab ou t th a t. B u t we sta rted



C. L. D e llum s In te rv iew  
Page 38

in tro d u c in g  re so lu tio ns. The second convention  we a ttended we 

in tro d u ce d  a re so lu tio n , a c iv il rig h ts  re so lu tio n  in  there. A nd i t  kep t 

b u ild in g . R andolph got perm ission  to  speak u p  to  20 m in u te s , and, oh, 

w hen we firs t asked fo r it, they agreed fo r 10 m inu tes , b u t in  tim e  tJiere 

was no lim it. He cou ld  speak as long as he w anted to , and w asn 't 

nobody gonna stop us. A nd - b u t as a ll o f us here know , you  p u t a 

re so lu tio n  in to  a convention  o f any k in d , som ebody's going to  re p o rt on 

it. A nd the re 's genera lly some re so lu tio ns  com m ittee , w h ich  in  m ost 

cases is  the  m ost im p o rta n t com m ittee before a convention . A nd stra tegy 

gets in to  the act. F irs t th in g  you  know , the  - w e ll, le t's  b rin g  th is , m ake 

c lea r th is . The h ig h lig h t o f the conventions became the B ro therhood
、 . ' ぜ 寒 "  —  —  1 ' ' "  1 '■ r  1 1 ' ' ' "  r r , .TT ，. 加 ’：

fig h t on the flo o r o f the  convention. We were dem anding th a t the  u n io n s  

be given a ce rta in  m in im u m  period o f tim e  to  rem ove the co lo r clauses
‘ ■ ... 旧  ' —  -  - ぶ'，':':)

o u t o f th e ir c o n s titu tio n s , a n d /o r [in a u d ib le ], o r they w ou ld  be p u t ou t. 

W ell, we knew  they w ere n 't abou t to  p u t [laughs] no o rgan iza tion  o u t 

because t±ie lab o r m ovem ent was dom ina ted by the b u ild in g  trades in  

those days, and th a t's  where the m em bersh ip  was. You know ? I t  was in  

the  b u ild in g  trades. C arpenters were the  biggest u n io n  in  the  AFofL fo r 

years and years, you  know ? A nd the E xecutive C om m ittee had 15 

m em bers fo r years. A ll o f them  came from  the b u ild in g  trades, fo r years. 

F in a lly , som ebody knocks i t  over. B u t f irs t th in g  we note, o u r re so lu tio n  

is  reported - oh, t±iey - the  buzz a roun d  the convention  a fte r the  tim e
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closes fo r the  in tro d u c tio n  o f re so lu tio ns , and t±ie com m ittees are a ll 

reported, you  know , and ready. W ell, as soon as the re so lu tio ns  

com m ittee is  ready to re po rt, the cha irm an  s ta rts  them  to re p o rt again 

because there  are oodles o f re so lu tio n s  in trodu ced  in  there. It's  going to 

take some tim e. A nd we no ticed  o u r re so lu tio n  is  be ing reported on a t 

the same tim e , every year. C onventions were he ld  a n n u a lly  t±ien. A nd i t  

h ig h lig h te d  w hen the firs t w om an a p res iden t had ever p u t in  h is  cab ine t 

came to the AFofL convention  to speak, M iss Frances P erkins. The 

convention  was to  be he ld  in  San Francisco. A nd M iss P erkins was 

scheduled to  speak in  the  m o rn in g  session, you  know , x  m orn ing . A nd 

dam ned fools had the re so lu tio n s  com m ittee reported on o u r re so lu tio n  

a fte r 11:30. A nd M iss P erkins is  speaking the  m o rn ing  session. 12:00 

o 'c lock we go to  lu n ch . For some reason everybody gets h u n g ry  

[ina ud ib le ] by 12:00 o 'c lock, you  know , it's  u s u a lly  the y w a n t to  get o u t 

o f there  and go to lu n ch . A nd there  were a ll k in d s  o f luncheon 

engagem ents and w h a tn o t th a t people have th a t they w a n t to  get to , you  

know . So here there  was - reported  on o u r re so lu tio n  the re  a b ou t 11:30, 

11:35. OK, we get the  m icrophones. W ell, o u r stra tegy was th a t 

[ina ud ib le ] and I w e re n 't go ing to  speak, you  know ? B u t we had to  get 

the  m icrophones in  tim e to  get a m icrophone, you  know ? A nd th e n  if, i f  

[in a u d ib le ] recognized e ith e r one o f us firs t, we’d y ie ld  to  M r. R andolph 

and le t h im  take over. So a ll M iss P erkins and he r coterie  showed u p
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there  abou t, between 15 and 20 m in u te s  to  12:00. 'Cause she w anted - 

10 to  15 m inu tes. W ell, the  a u d ito riu m  o f San Francisco was never m ore 

crowded th a n  i t  was th a t m orn ing . The firs t w om an in  a p residen t's  

cab ine t and she's com ing to  San Francisco to address th is  convention. 

You know , [in a u d ib le ], they were over everyth ing , a ll over the  p a rk  and 

over the  stree t there in  fro n t o f the  a u d ito riu m . The a u d ito riu m  was 

packed to s tan d ing  capacity. It's  one o f the  firs t tim es, i f  n o t THE firs t 

tim e , th a t the  press was there  fro m  a ll over the w orld . So th is  is  a 

h e llu va  b ig  event. A nd here these dam ned fools reported on o u r 

re so lu tio n . They knew  we were going to  fig h t it .  They c o u ld n 't be dum b 

enough to th in k  th a t we丨d s it the re  because M iss P erkins s ittin g  u p  there 

on the p la tfo rm  we w o u ld n 't fig h t it. She and he r coterie  came in  there, 

you  know , and the guys ju s t - G reen had ju s t  stopped them , you  know , 

to  le t M iss P erkins and he r people get u p  on the  p la tfo rm  and s it down. 

A nd some guys got the  m icrophone. W eb's in  one free m icrophone, I'm  a t 

the  o th e r one, you  know . So w hen Green got order, eve ryth ing  qu ie ted 

dow n there , and we've got to  dispose o f the  sub jec t before us, and then  

the  S ecretary o f Labor w ill speak. So the n  Green looked a ro u n d  to  see 

w ho he's going to recognize [laughs]. Every m icrophone in  the  

convention  has a long lin e  o f guys lin e d  u p  a round . W hen Web and I, 

w e'd been the re  fo r 30 m in u te s  already. O h, and th e n  we had a couple o f 

frie n a s  in  there , you  know , th a t w ou ld  get the  m icrophones to  he lp  us
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ou t. Jo h n  [in a u d ib le ] an yth ing . Dave D u b in sk i was a lit t le  slow , b u t i f  

we pressed Dave, he'd do it. We were ce rta in  th a t w e'd get a m icrophone 

a ll rig h t. So, anyway〉M r. R andolph was recognized, and he m ade one o f 

h is  best speeches. He made a te rr ific  speech. A nd it  took the

convention , you  know ? A ll the  people were s tan d ing  and w h is tlin g  and 

cheering and stom ping  w hen he fin ish e d  and a ll. A nd the n  G reen had to  

in tro d u ce  M iss P erkins. It's  12:00 o 'c lock now. Three o r fo u r m inu tes  

afterw ards. O r a litt le  m ore. A nd she got up , and she was v is ib ly  

nervous and d is tu rb e d . A nd she said , "Th is is  u n fa ir." She said , "Th is 

tim in g  - som ebody needs to  keep some th o u g h t to  tim in g  a roun d  he re .” 

She said, "Because it's  an im p o s itio n  to  ca ll on anybody to  speak a fte r A. 

P h illip  R andolph has ju s t m ade a speech." A nd she said, "P robably the 

greatest o ra to r ever. A nd here I am . M r. G reen, d o n 't ever do th is  again, 

n o t to  m e." So i t  was ju s t th a t te rrific . B u t we d id n 't w in  vote one. You 

know ? We d id n ’t  - we got the  same th in g  we'd alw ays gotten. You know ? 

So those stra teg ies are used in  th e ir [ina ud ib le ] and they kep t i t  up . So 

we - we debated as to  w he the r o r n o t we w anted to m ake an issue o f th a t.

The three o f us, W ebster and [in a u d ib le ] and m yself, and we decided, 

w e ll, le t's  le t i t  s lide fo r now. We m ay have to  do som eth ing ab ou t i t  la te r 

on, b u t le t's  give them  a litt le  m ore tim e . Let's see. They know  we know  

w h a t they 're  doing. We've sa id  enough ab ou t it,  and we've ta lke d  to  

enough people a roun d  the  convention , they c o u ld n 't he lp  b u t know  th a t
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we were conscious o f the  fa c t th a t they were p u llin g  som ething. From  

the 1934 convention  is  w hen Frances P erkins cam e here. I'm  a lm ost

ce rta in  o f th a t. This was '34. A nd from  th a t tim e  on, the re  never was a

re p o rt on one o f o u r re so lu tio n s  th a t was m ore th a n  25 m in u te s  to

a d jo u rn m e n t tim e  o r recess tim e . So, you  see, the re  was no tim e  fo r

an yth ing . We were going to  speak. A nd there  w a sn 't anybody going to

stop us. W ell, B ill Green d id n 't w a n t to  stop us. B ill was a ll rig h t. B u t

B ill was a t the  m ercy o f the E xecutive C ouncil. He was n o th in g  b u t the

spokesm an fo r t±ie E xecutive C ouncil. As a m a tte r o f fact, th a t's  a ll Lynn

K irk la n d  is . B u t Green d id n 't have the  power, the force, n o r the  backing

to  do a n y th in g  ab ou t it. George M eany came along, a d iffe re n t type o f a

person. You know ? A nd w ou ld  fig h t anybody, in  any w ay they were

w illin g  to fig h t. A nd he b ro u g h t m ore s ta tu re  to  the  presidency o f the

AFofL and the n  la te r the  AFL-C IO . B u t we d id  d rive  o ffic ia l

H isr.rim m fltim i n n t on /\m p rira n  la b o r m ovem ent. Before we stopped,
< —  ___________________________

every lab o r a ffilia te d  had rem oved the co lo r clause fro m  its  c o n s titu tio n

a n d /o r r itu a l. Now, o u r la s t s trugg le  was they got an a p p lica tio n  from

tw o ra ilro a d  un io n s , the  engineers and the tra in m e n . They had n^ver

been a ffilia te d  w ith  an y th ing . They w e re ^ a rt o i tne  B ig  and had

alw ays looked upon them selves as the crow n p rin ce  o f the  A m erican

la b o r m ovem ent. A nd they w anted to a ffilia te  fo r the  f irs t tim e . A nd bo th

o f them  had co lo r clauses s t ill in  th e ir c o n s titu tio n  [laughs]. So George
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came to  see us ab o u t it. I th in k  W ebster had passed away bv then , and 

i t  was ju s t R andolph and m yself. I th in k  th a t's  w h a t i t  was. B u t George 

came to u s 'a n d  to ld  us th a t he had a solem n pledge from  bo th  un ions, 

bo th  th e ir p residen ts and secretary treasure rs, th a t a t the  very next 

convention  th e y 'll rem ove the  co lo r clause. W ell, o u r opposition  was then  

le t them  m ake an a p p lica tio n  to  a ffilia te  fo r the  ne x t convention  and n o t 

th is  one. So the  tra in m e n  w en t to  George and to ld  George that they had 

been q u ite  frie n d ly  w it± i D e llum s fo r years, to ld  abou t the tro u b le  they 

had dow n in  Los Angeles fo r the  e le c tric  tra in s  th a t ra n  from  Los Angeles 

to  Long Beach. A nd those were tra in m e n  th a t operated them . I t  had 

been ru le d  m any years before th a t th a t was an extension o f the S outhern  

Pacific. Those red tra in s  th a t ra n  dow n there. So i t  was ra ilro a d  w ork. 

A nd, therefore , the  tra in m e n 's  u n io n  had the co n tra c t w ith  the  loca l 

people.

In te rv iew er: Those were t±ie o ld  Pacific E lectric?

D ellum s: Yeah. A nd the  tra in m e n 's  u n io n  was a pow erfu l 

o rgan iza tion , you  know . They had 65 m illio n  d o lla rs  in  th e ir checking 

accoun t in  those days. A nd th a t m eant they had m illio n s  in  earm arked 

accounts, fo r d iffe re n t purposes. They had a huge s trike  fu n d  separate 

fro m  th is  com m ercia l account. So we to ld  them , a fte r we th o u g h t abou t 

i t  ove rn igh t, to ld  them  w e'd ta lk  wit±L them  the ne xt day ab ou t it. So we 

to ld  them  th a t we were n o t a fra id  o f th e ir, [stam m er] th e ir w ord . They
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gave th e ir w ord th a t they had the  forces now  and the y co u ld n ’t  remove 

，つ the  co lo r clause. We believed they w ou ld  do it. B u t the y m u s t 

/  un de rs tan d  som eth ing also. The records m u s t never show  th a t we 

caused t±ie vote to a llow  o u r u n io n  to a ffilia te  know ing  it's  got the  co lo r 

clause in  it. So we're n o t re lie v ing  you  o f y o u r pledge to  rem ove the  co lo r 

clause in  the  very next convention , and you  are u n d e rs ta n d in g  t±ie fa c t 

th a t we have got to  vote aga inst you. The o n ly  concession we w ill m ake 

is jth a t we w o n 't take t±ie floo r. We w o n 't taike the flo o r and m ake a 

convention  fig h t o u t o f it. We w ill give you one rn n ^^ rifirtn  .tr> rem ove fh f

co lo r clause. B u t we w ill see th a t the  record shows th a t we vote aga inst 

you . A nd we d id . A nd so i t  w en t on, w h ich  we d id n 't take - n o t any o f us 

too k  the  flo o r to  speak on it. A nd the next F e b ru a iy  - I th in k  i t  was t±ie 

very n e x t year, b u t i f  no t, the  year a fte r th a t, w hen we m eet dow n to 

M iam i Beach, the F e b ru a iy  o f each year. I got dow n there  and M r. 

R andolph had re tire d . A nd I w alked over the  room  where the  E xecutive 

C ou nc il o f the  AFL-CIO  was m eeting. A nd, o f course, I see everyth ing  

th a t's  going to  happen i f  i t  happens, I ’d m ore th a n  lik e ly  see it.  I saw a 

guy lean over, you  know , and w h ispe r som eth ing to  the  guy ne x t to  h im  

[la u g h s ]. W ell, they got tw o guys over here I m arked. I go tta  w a tch  now, 

you  know ? You know , you can w h ispe r to  som ebody and say, "Look, I 

w a n t to  te ll you  som ething. D o n 't loo k r ig h t now ." A nd th e n  te ll them  

w h a t i t  is , and th e y 'll d ie w a itin g  to  look, and they 're  gonna loo k - they 're
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gonna look in  2 seconds a fte r you  tu rn  y o u r head a round , they 're  gonna 

10ok [laugh ing ]. So I saw th is  o th e r guy, w hen he looked a round , so I 

knew  then , yeah，I was the sub ject o f w hatever th a t was, you  know ? But 
in  a few m in u te s  bo th  o f them  got u p , and came a round  to, a fte r I had 

taken m y seat and a ll. B o th  o f those guys got u p  and came a round  

there. W e ll,I know  the y w o u ld n 't m ake th a t place fo r ju s t tw o o f them  to 

ju m p  on me. [laughs] So they in tro d u ce d  H iem selves, and the  p res iden t 

was b loom ing w ith  a sm ile , you  know ? He said, "B ro th e r D e llum s, 

please, please believe me. I've never had a ha pp ie r day in  m y life  th a n  

th is ." He says, "There's alw ays a few good people every place. A nd 

you've had a few  frie n d s  alw ays. You ju s t d id n 't have enough. A nd we 

have been try in g  to  get i t  fo r a long tim e ，and we are th r ille d  to be able to
C ___ 、

shake hands w ith  you  and say th a t we have no co lo r clause and the n  o u r 

r itu a l, o r a n y th in g  else,” and they said, "B u t th a t's  no t 

the  happ iest th in g . The th in g  th a t's  m aking  me the happ iest o f a ll, I've 

got eleven m em bers, locom otive engineers, w o rk in g  today, a ll Negroes.

Got eleven：' A nd he said , [THE END]


