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38th Annual A. Philip Randolph Institute Educational Conference Event

APRI CONFERENCE 
RECEPTION

WHEN
Thursday, August 2, 2007 • 5:30 -  7:30 pm

WHERE
C.L. Dellums Amtrak Station Pavilion • 245 - 2nd Street, Oakland

FREE ADMISSION

Take a step back in time to a train station of old 一  at this 
very special reception honoring C.L. Dellums, President of 

the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters following the 
retirement of Mr. Randolph.

Music, exhibits, train memorabilia, entertainment, food and much
more.

Transportation for Delegates from the Oakland Marriott will be provided.

Information: Linda Joseph, 510-465-0120

LJ:jr opeiuz9 afl-cio
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A. Philip Randolph Institute
Alameda County Chapter

July 13, 2007

Mr. Robert L. Allen, Adjunct Professor 
African American Studies & Ethnic Studies 
University of California 
688 Barrows Hall 
Berkeley, CA 94720-2572

Re: APRI 38th Annual National Education Conference Opening Reception

Dear Professor Alien:

Thank you so very much for agreeing to be the keynote speaker at the APRI 38th Annual 
National Education Conference Opening Reception. We are so excited about the book 
you are writing regarding the life of C.L. Dellums and the train station named for him as 
the venue for the reception. We would like you to speak for 5-10 minutes on the life of 
Mr. Dellums and the overall contributions of the Pullman Porter to the Diack community. 
The reception is a tribute to Mr. Dellums and all of the black workers for the rail system.

I have enclosed the flyer for the event. You are welcome to bring a guest(s). Please do 
not hesitate to call if you have any questions. Thank you again for the gracious 
contribution of your valuable time.

In Unity,

Linda Joseph
APRI Conference Host Committee

Enclosure

P. O. Box 28180 • Oakland, CA 94604
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C.L. Dellums
1984 E arl W arren H onoree

CJL. Dellums, an indefatigable leader 
in the labor and civil rights movement 
whonTlRe ACLU-jRL' honored" with the 
Earl Warren Civil Liberties Award in 
1984, died November 8 at the age of 89 
after suffering a heart attack in Oakland, 
his home since 1923.

**He will be remembered as one of the 
most impressive and dedicated leaders of 
the civil rights movement, having labored 
since the 1920*S tn imnmyft Pjnplnymant. 

)rtunitics for blacks. wf>men anrLotber.
"said ACLU-NC Board Chair H.

：Halterman.
In 1984, the AGLU-NC bestowed its 

highest honey, the- Hari Warren Civil 
Liberties Award，on 13eliiims for the many 
successful civil nghts campaigns he pio­
neered throughout his career.

Bom in Texas, Dellums went to woric 
as a Pullman porter on the railroad. In the 
1920*s, along with A. Philip Randolph, 
Dellums organized the first international 
black-led trade union, the Brotherhood of

f jitunit 
cers,”,； 
Halter

Sleeping Car Porters. When he began his 
union organizing, the railroad fired him. 
He served as Vice President of the union 
from 1929-1966, and then succeeded 
Randolph as President.

During World War II， Dellums led a 
march on Washington th ^  led to the crea­
tion of a wartime fair employment com­
mission by President Franklin Roosevelt 
Dellums later waged a 14-year fight in the 
California Legislature for the establish­
ment of the California Fair Employment

Practices Commission in 1959. He was 
appointed to that Commission in 1959 by 
Governor Edmund G. Pat Brown and later 
served as its Chair.

Dellums also lent his fcxTnidable lead­
ership to the Western Region of the 
NAAQ?, acting as chairperson from its in­
ception in 1948 until 1967.

He is survived by his nephew, 8th 
District Congressman Ron Dellums, his 
daughter Marva Dellums and six 
grandchildren.

巍 ; :ぐ|  
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C.L. Dellums
Paul Winternitz



DELLUMS STATUE

12/8/99

OAKLAND — Labor leader C.L. Dellums, who began his career as 
a watchdog for the rights o f railroad porters and went on to fight 
for fair treatment o f all California workers， w ill once again stand 
watch over the rails.

According to the San Francisco Examiner & Chronicle, Oakland 
officials and Dellums family members yesterday unveiled a larger- 
than-life bronze statue o f Dellums at the city’s Amtrak station in 
commemoration o f the 10th anniversary o f his death.

”1 hope it instills a little fire in younger generations that nothing is 
im possible,n said Dellums' only child, Marva Dellums o f trem ont. 
"My father was a man for humanity， not just for African 
Americans."

A Texas native, Dellums boarded a train to California in 1923, 
hoping eventually to study law at the University o f California at 
Berkeley. He ended up in Oakland on the aavice o f a porter, who 
told mm the African American community was larger there than in 
San Francisco.

The next year he found work as Pullman porter. After experiencing 
the arduous hours and low pay, Dellums organized the West Coast 
chapter o f the Brotherhood o f Sleeping Car Porters. His activism  
soon got him fired, though Pullman officials said it was because he 
was spreading Bolshevik propaganda from M oscow.

But Dellums did not give up. He rallied the troops with what 
became his motto: ,fWhat have you got to lose? YouVe only got



four things anyway: a hard job, low  pay, long hours and a mean |
一 " 丨

?,He knew it was work that would never be iinished, but he knew it 
was work that could never be abandoned,n said William Spires, a 
labor history specialist at Santa Rosa Junior College,

Dellums, an uncle ot lormer East Bay Congressman Ron Dellums, 
was vice president o f the porters union for more than four decades, 
until 1968. He then succeeded A. Philip Randolph as president o f 
the union, serving in that role and as a vice president o f the AFL- 
CIO until the mid-1980s.

In 1948, he also became chairman o f the W est Coast chapter o f the 
National Association for the Advancement o f Colored People.

Dellums was instrumental in fighting for the state Fair 
Employment Practices Act and was named one o f the & st r air 
Employment Practices commissioners by Gov. Edmund MPatH 
Brown in 1959. He served on that commission until 1985.

Brown*s son, Oakland Mayor Jerry Brown, yesterday called 
Dellums "a real hero and a fighter for justice."

Dellums* five great-grandchildren unveiled the statue, created by 
Oakland artist Carol Tarzier.

Marva Dellums told the crowd that her father never gave up the 
fight against injustice. A  week before his death at age 89, in 
December 1989, he told her he wished he could keep fighting.

f,As long as there are inhumanities to m an/1 he said, Hthe fight is 
1101 over."
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Schwarzenegger 
sharpens the ax

IIEN THOUSAND C alifornia em ploy  
ees are slated  to  becom e victim s of the   ̂
budget stalem ate if law m akers don^ 

reach  an  agreem ent by the end of the w eek, 
so w arned the Schw arzenegger adm inistration 
Tuesday. The m ass layoffs w ould am ount to 
10 percent of w orkers paid for by the  state 
operating budget. A spokesw om an denied th at 
t&e th reat w as a  tactic to  p ressu re  legislators, 
w ho contiilued negotiations T uesday w ithout 
any reports of a deal being reached.

oaklandtribune.com

Wednesday I February.! 1,2009
©aklanh A wibune

Volume 134, No. 357

75 cents plus tax

Gloves come off, wallets open
■ New bank bailout sinks , 
stocks as Dow drops nearly 
400 points. Cl

Senate approves stimulus 
Obama unveils new oailout 
Fed sets sights on loans

■ Columnist Drew Voros 
urges suspension of federal 
income tax for one year. C2

WASHINGTON — On a single day 
# filled with staggering sums, the Obama 

administration, Federal Reserve and 
Senate attacked the deepening eco- 

. nomic crisis Tuesday with actions that

could throw as much as $3 trillion more 
in government and private funds into, 
the fight against frozen credit markets 
and rising joblessness.

“It’s gone deep. It’& gotten .worse,” 
President Barack Obama said of the 
recession at a campaign-style appear­
ance Tuesday in Fort Myers， Fla” where 
unemployment has reached double dig­
its. ,<rnie situation we face could not be 
more serious.” •

If any more emphasis were needed,

Wall Street investors sent stocks plung­
ing, objecting that new rescue details 
from the government were too sparse. 
The Dow Jones industrials dropped 382 
points.

The , president spoke shortly after 
Senate passage of an $838 billion emer­
gency economic stimulus bill cleared the 
way for talks with the House on a final 
Compromise. In a display of urgency, 
White House chief of staff Ranm Eman­
uel traveled to the Capitol for meetings

that stretched into the night with Demo­
cratic leaders as well as moderate sena­
tors whose views — and votes — v\&H be 
key to any deal.

Separately, Treasury Secretary Timo­
thy Geithner outlined plans for spending 
much of the $350 billion in financial bail­
out money recently cleared by Congress, 
and the Federal Reserve annpunced it 
would commit up to $1 trillion to make

See STIMULUS, Page 17

• rミ.あ rダ

Judge:
Oakland
violated
measure
_  City shouldn’t have 
drawn on initiative funds 
to recruit, train police, 
tentative ruling says

By Kelly Rayburn
STAFF WRITER

OAKLAND — The city’s 
$7.7 million drive to recruit 
and train more police officers 
last year represented an Kim- 
permissibleM use of funds from 
Oakland's 2004 public safety 
ballot measure, an Alameda 
County Superior Cburt judge 
has said i.n a'tentative ruling‘

Judge Frank Roesch^ deci­
sion, which the city is expected 
to contest in court today, came 
in response to a lawsuit, filed 
in April by Oakland resident 
Marleen Sacks after the Dity 
Council gave the go-ahead to 
.Mayor. Ron Delliims, plan to 
use $7.7 million in Measure 
Y money to help the Oakland 
Police Department reach full 
staffing by the end of 2008.

, , At  tne time, .Sacks said’she 
agreed with the need for more 
police but argued that the use 
of the voter-approved funds 
for what she called a “gener­
alized recmiting'drive” was. ■ 
breach of .Measure Y， which 
was designed largely to en­
hance neighborhood problem­
solving policing efforts.

“I believed from'the get-go 
it was illegal, and the judge 

'.has. agreed ..with me,” 含acks 
said Tuesday.

City Attorney John Russo 
said his office disagreed with 
the judge.

See JUDGE, Page 17

Change blows through press corps， too
A S I WATCHED Presi- 

/ \  dent Barack Obama’s 
JL Ajiews conference, I 
wondered: Where did they all 
come from?

All of those black report­
ers?

The White House press 
corps long has been an 
almost exclusive bastion of 
white men, with a not excep­
tionally generous sprinkling 
of white women. It has been 
so lily-white and so male 
for so long that even former 
President George W. Bush 
once remarked on the lack of 
African-American reporters

TAMMERUN DRUMMOND
Columnist

at White House press brief­
ings.

When I was at the Demo­
cratic National Convention in 
Denver and, most recently, at

Obama's inauguration, I was 
one of very few flies in a very 
large vat of buttermilk that 
was the media section. There 
are very few nonwhites in 
mainstream media with plum 
assignments such as covering 
presidential campaigns and 
Washington politics.

In fact, if you are African- 
American, you probably have 
a better chance of becoming 
president of the United States 
than you do of covering one 
for a major U.S. newspaper, 
magazine or television outlet.

EVAN VUCCI/ASSOCIATED PRESS

See drum m ond , Page 17 BLACK REPORTERS were notably visible at President Barack Obama's news conference.
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W e had to stand tall and walk taW

KARL MONDON/STAFF PHOTOS

TROY WALKER, 90, sits aboard Amtrak's Coast Starlight on Monday outside Oakland. Walker, below, from right, was among five retired Pullman 
porters, including James Smith, 83, Thomas Henry Gray, 7 1 ,Lee Gibson, 98, and Samuel Coleman, 80, honored at the Oakland C.L. Dellums Amtrak 
station Tuesday. The Pullman porters were African-American men who worked the sleeping and dining cars in rail's heyday.

Porters ride m fitting tribute
By Cecily Burt

STAFF WRITER
n p R O Y  WALKER relaxed on

Monday in a plush, rose-colored 
JL club chair on Amt-rak’s .Coast 

Starlight and watched the scenery 
whiz by the window. It was 7:30 a.m., 
but Walker, 9d, a habitual early riser, 
already was nattily attired and had 
enjoyed a hearty breakfast in the din­
ing car.

As the train whistle blew and San

Francisco Bay came into view, Walker 
recalled the bygone days when he was 
the one serving passengers in the dining 
cars of the Railway Atchison, Topeka & 
Santa Fe Railway Elailway, not the other 
way around.

“I only made $80 a month, but I 
made good tips/* said Walker, one of 
thousands of Afncan-American waiters, 
cooks and porters on whom railroad

See PORTERS, Page 17
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Feb. 4 
Jan. 31 
Jan. 28

SuperLotto 幽  draws

Lottery information 
65(W 75-2200; 8004D T T E R Y  
Web: www.caiottery.com

Wednesday^ estimated jackpot: $7 million
Prizes Feb. 7

Combo Winners Prize
Jackpot (all 6) 1 $76 million
5 〇f.5 4 $29,743
4 o f5  +  Mega 52 $1,133
4 o f5 944 $104
3 of 5 +  Mega 1,550 $57
3 o f5 41,675 $10
2 o f5  +  Mega 21,446 $10
1 of 5 + Mega 107,445 $2
Mega only 168,081 $1

_ g p _ _ a i .........
Saturday, Feb. 7 draw .14 23 24 25 .44 Mega: 18

_ _ _ 靠  _____Estimated jackpot $73 million
Tuesday, Feb.10 draw.. . . . .18 29 38 43 47 Mega: 7
faiifasys
Tuesday............. ....................... 1 2 6 38 39

|  _____  B§IIfl_________
Early draw ...8 0 2 Tuesday................9
Late draw ....4 8 2

g 賴  yggpfsy 舞

Tuesday:
No. Horse Winning Time

1 . 0 5  California Classic........................... 1:49.66
2. 02 Lucl^ Star
3. 08 Gorgeous George

Drummond
FR O M  PAGE T

However, there was 
certainly no shortage of color 
Monday at Obama’s first 
prime-time news conference. 
Black reporters, at least, were 
front and center. Obama called 
on Helene Cooper of The 
New York Times and Michael 
Fletcher of The Washington 
Post, both African-Americans.

I must confess I was 
surprised to ieam that some 
African-American reporters 
from black media outlets were 
angry with Obam^and Ms 
people.

They felt that Obama of­
ficials had stuck them in the» 
front row for show and that it 
was an insult that they didn’t 
get to ask any questions.

‘We were notjung more 
than window dressing," Hazel 
Trice Edney, editor-in-chief for 
the National Newspaper Pub­
lishers Association, told a col­
league after the news confer- 
ence. Unfortunately for her, an 
unscrupulous reporter at the 
Washington Times overheard 
her and printed her remarks 
without her knowledge.

Window dressing? You 
folks ought to be happy to 
even be in the room. Be­
fore Obama took office, you 
•weren’t even on the Wliite 
House radar.

OK, to be faiTj if I had been 
put in the front row where my 
mama, mends and colleagues 
could see me on TV, Fd want 
to do more than just sit there 
and look pretty. But the fact 
is, there is no guarantee that 
because you happen to have a 
front-row seat, the president 
will call on you.

“Is the point of them being 
there window dressing, or is it 
that if s going to more inclu­
sive now?,J asked Bob Butler, 
president of the Bay Area 
Black Journalists Associa­
tion. aI think ifs good that you 
have more people in the room 
now and that sopie of these 
organizations that have always 
felt entitled to be in the room 
when the president speaks are 
now being forced to the back.”

That, of course, has those 
organizations hopping mad.

Conservative media outlets 
are complaining that news 
organizations that traditionally, 
have had the good seats were 
supplanted by black media and 
by—horror of horrors — the 
ttuffington Post.

How dare Obama field a 
question from the popular 
online news site and dis the 
Los Angeles Times?

Frankly, Fm all in favor 
of Obama mixing things up. 
While I think that minority me- 
dia deserve a seat at the table 卜 
it is far more important in my 
view to have blacks, Latinos, 
Asians and American Indians 
at the powerful mainstream 
news organizations that actu­
ally help to shape the political 
agenda.

That is what the National 
Association of Black Journal­
ists has been advocating for 
some time now.

As African-American 
columnist Richard Prince, 
who writes about diversity in 
the media, has noted, Obama 
has reached out to the black 
media, despite the fact that in 
the scheme of things, minor­
ity media are not high on the 
president’s crushing list of 
priorities.

“Essence has been on the 
press plane, Ebony," Prince 
said. “Even wlien he’s kicked 
out some other reporters.

The moral of the story?
You just can’t please all of the 
people all of the time. And 
often times, the ones you try to 
please the hardest are the most 
ungrateful.

Obama campaigned on 
change.

KTTiat means change 
everywhere — who gets to be 
in the room and who gets to 
ask the questions," said Dori 
Maynard, president of the 
Maynard Institute. <4But I think 
ifs a little early to say how he^ 
going to treat people based on 
one press'conference.”

llie  man hasn’t .even been 
in office a month. Give him a 
break.

Tammerlin Drummond is a 
columnist for the Bay Area 
News Group-East Bay. Her 
column runs Wednesdays in 
Metro and Sundays in Opinion. 
Reach her at tdrummond@ 
bayareanewsgroup.com.

CALIFORNIA LOTTERY

Stimulus
； FROM PAGE 1

• loans more widely available to 
. consumers.

,JaKen together4, the events 
marked at least a political wa- 

r tershed if not an economic 
\ turning point — the day the 
; three-week old administra­

tion； and its congressional al- 
J lies assumed full control of the 
： struggle against the worst eco- 
； noiriic crisis since the Great 
1 Depression/

111le vote was 61-37 in the 
; Senate to pass the stimulus, 

moderate Republican 
: Sens. Susan Collins and Olym- 
; pia Snowe, of Maine, and Arlen
> Specter, of Pennsylvania, jom- 
: ing Democrats in support.

Even before the vote, Ma- 
; j on^  Leader Harry Reid and
* House Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
! met with Obama at the White 
; house to go over the task
> anead.

The Democratic . leaders 
; have long pledged to have leg- 

Mation on Obama’s desk' by 
mi^month, and some Demo- 

: cmts said there was an infor- 
; mal ； target of Wednesday for
* agFeement on a bill that would 
； likely wind up in the range of 
： $800 billion.

The political urgency 
! bumped up against other ob- 
| staples, though.

I House measure in- 
; chi^s roughly $70 billion more 
； spending than the Senate's,. 
; but at lacks Senate-approved 
' tax breaks totaling more than 
； $100 billion for new car buy- 
: ers, home purchasers and up-
* per-middle-income families.

In a further obstacle, Col- 
；fiR§、、and other Sen^temoder- 
; ates.— in both parties — sig- 
卜 naied they will work to hold 
! the cost of the final bill below 
’ $800 billion. That’s' less' than 
■ the .$820 billion in spending 
! ani3 tax cuts combined in the

eral fu n d ,
Dellums deemed his drive 

to get the Police Department 
to its authorized strength of 
803 officers a success in No­
vember when the graduation 
of the 165th Oakland Police 
Academy put the department’s 
staffing at a record-hign 837 
officers. The mayor’s, office 
declined to comment Tuesday 
because the judge’s, ruling is 
only tentative.

The council voted unani­
mously in March to approve 
Dellums, request for the $7.7 
million over the objections of 
a residents, Measure Y Over­
sight Committee.

Maya Dillard Smith, chair 
of that committee, said in an 
e-mail Tuesday that the tenta­
tive ruling was a victory for 
the city^ residents. •

“The judge upheld the spirit 
and letter of Measure Y,** she 
wrote. “Now the Mayor and 
City Council have to figure 
out how to repay the monies 
which is an issue they can’t 
sk irt.

Judge
FR O M  PAGE 1

The two sides meet today 
in court at 9 a.m.

(<We. respectfully disagree 
with Judge Roesch’s tentative 
ruling,,J Russo said in a state­
ment. aThe clear intent of vot­
ers in approving Measure Y 
was to put problem-solving 
cops on the streets of Oak­
land. We believe that the fund 
has been spent in accordance 
with both the letter and the 
spirit of the law.”

Measiire Y specifically 
promised 63 additional police 
officers, including 57 prob­
lem-solving officers assigned 
to individual beats through­
out the city and six officers to 
focus on homicides and drug 
dealing in the most violent 
parts of Oakland.

_ The measure — which also 
included funding for the Fire 
Department and for violence- 
prevention programs — was

approved with nearly 70 per­
cent of the vote in 2004, but its 
implementation has been the 
subject of repeated criticism.

Roesch took issue with the 
fact that Measure Y money 
was used to pay for the 
training of officers assigned 
to patrol duties after com­
ing out of the academy. The, 
department’s practice is to 
place more senior officers in 
the Measure Y problem-solv­
ing positions, while putting its 
rookies in patrol.

“Use of Measure Y funds to 
train new officers who will not 
be placed in Measure Y posi- 
tions/but instead vvill backfill 
patrol assignments in order to 
free up veterans for Measure 
Y positions, is not a permis­
sible use of funds specifically 
limited to *hmng and main- 
taining, community policing 
officers," Roesch wrote. aFor 
the same reasons, the Court 
finds that the Augmented Re­
cruitment Program of 2008, 
in which the City voted to 
use $7.7 million of Measure

Y money to fund 100 percent 
of new academies, is an im­
permissible use of Measure Y 
funds.”

Oakland already is facing 
dire budget problems that 
would be compounded should 
city officials be forced to pay 
back the Measure Y fund with 
money from the city’s general 
fund.

The City Council took 
drastic steps in October to 
close a $42.5 million budget 
hole. Projections for the 2009- 
10 fiscal year show a $50 mil­
lion deficit. Oakland's general 
fund budget is about $465 
million, but City Council Pres­
ident Jane Brunner (North 
Oakland) said the discretion­
ary portion of the budget is. 
only about $110 million.

aThis would just add an­
other $7 million we would 
have to cut if we end up hav­
ing to pay this back," Brunner 
said. aIt is mind-numbing to 
try to even think about where 
you can cut that much money 
from the discretionary gen-

bill that cleared the House as 
well as the $838 billion legisla­
tion the Senate wrote.

Additionally, Obama has 
campaigned particularly ener­
getically to include funds for 
school construttion in the bill. 
At the insistenee of Collins, 
the Senate measure omitted 
money for that purpose, and 
it wasn^ clear whether she 
had eased her position on the 
presidential priority. .

Whatever the cost of the 
final bill, it will add to the defi­
cit, and that created another 
little-mentioned dilemma for 
the administration and Demo­
crats: Future spending bills on 
domestic programs or tax cuts 
will probably have a far more 
difficult time gaining the sup­
port necessary to pass without 
offsetting spending cuts or tax 
increases that would hold the 
deficit level.

Obama has campaigned 
energetically in recent days 
for passage of the stimulus 
bill, at the White House, on 
visits to other federal agen­
cies, in his trip to Florida and 
a similar appearance Monday 
in a high-unemployment area 
of Indiana.

Reid depicted a president 
deeply involved in the com­
promise effort as well. He 
said Obama had ^certain set 
ideas as to what he thinks 
should be done^ but declined 
to elaborate.

The president set the con­
text for the unfolding events 
Monday night at his first 
presidential news conference 
when he said, ‘With the prii" 
vate sector so weakened by 
this recession, the federal 
government is the only entity 
left with the resources to jolt 
our economy back into life.M

Geithner outlined some of 
the details, although he arid 
aides left numerous questions 
unanswered.

<fWe have to both jump- 
start job creation and private

Slicing 加 the Senate’s Stimulus bill
The Congressional Budget Office estimates that the bulk of the spend­
ing in the Senate-approved $838 billion stimulus bill would be allocated 
to health, labor, education, transportation, housing and urban develop­
ment. Taxes wduld account for roughly 35 percentof thQ bill.

Senate bill (estimated $838 bsSffon) »
All numbers in billions

Spending $545.6 Taints
$2S2；i

I Labor, health and Energy Agriculture,and
\ human services, and water rural development .
i education $65.6 $52.7 $21 r  Interior and environment, ̂ lean

」 water and drinking water 1(J.7、v

Transportation, State fiscal 
housing and stabilization ' 
urban fund $39
development Commerce, justice 

and science $17.6 

IN D IR E C T  S P E N D IN G  ——

Other*
$23.2

$56.9
Health information technology | 
and insurance $42.2-

*lncludes Department of Defense, 
financial services and general 
government federal building fund, 
Homeland Security, Legislative Branch, 
Government Accountability Office, 
military construction and state foreign 
operations

Tax provisions $83.8 

State fiscal ^

Assistance to unemployed workers 
and struggling families $42.7

Source: Congressional Budget Office

investment, and we must get 
credit flowing again to busi-  ̂
nesses and families,M Geith­
ner said at a news conference. 
He pledged to “fundameritally 
reshape>, the financial indus­
try bailout that began last fall 
under the Bush administra­
tion, and he announced that 
at least $50 billion would b’e 
spent helping homeowners 
facing foreclosure. He also 
said new steps would ,hold 
banks accountable for their 
use of bailout funds.

One element of the admin­
istration^ approach calls for 
using as much as $100 billion 
in federal bailout funds to give 
banks, hedge funds or other 
investors the incentive to pur­
chase so-called toxie assets

AP

carried on the books of other 
financial institutions. The goal 
is to return struggling banks 
to health so th*ey can resume, 
making loans, and an admin­
istration fact -sheet said the 
amount of government and 
private funds combined will 
be aon an initial scale of up to 
$500 billion, with the potential 
to expand up to $1 triilion.” 

The Federal Reserve an­
nounced it would commit up 
to $ 1 trillion to purchase bonds 
or other assets backed by con­
sumer loans. The Treasury 
will guarantee a portibn of the 
Fed investment by putting up 
$100 billion, an increase from 
a $20 billion commitment that' 
Bush administration had an­
nounced.
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worked for the Pullman Co.

赢 ！

KAR し MONDON/STAFF

PULLMAN PORTERS were African-American men who 
worked the sleeping and dining cars ,in rail's heyday. They 
were segregated from white workers for many years.

of the diner to the next and

Porters
FR O M  PAGE 1

travel and service depended 
for nearly 100 years. “Meet­
ing different people，, famous 
people like Elizabeth Taylor 
and Orson Welles; most of the 
movie actors and actresses 
'road the train at that particu­
lar time. We had a first-class 
train and nrst-class food.”

Dedicated employees such 
as Walker and Thomas Henry 
Gray, 71,fellow travelers on 
the Goast Starlight from Se­
attle, spent decades cooKing, 
serving or changing the linens 
for passengers riding fancy 
railroad sleeping ind dining 
cars! The porters and waiters 
were admired and looked up 
to in their communities, but 
on the job they were segre­
gated from white employees.

Before a union was estab­
lished, they routinely were 
made to work around the 
clock without compensation 
—cleaning sleeping berths, 
shining shoes, polishing silver. 
All too often they endured hor­
rible racism from passengers 
and bosses until anti-segrega­
tion laws were passed.

To honor their loyalty 
and vears of service, Amtrak 
irivited Walker and four other 
men who worked as por­
ters or waiters during raiPs 
heyday to travel—by rail 
二 td Oakland for a spetial 
ceremony Tuesday at the C.L. 
Dellums Amtrak station at 
Jack London Square. Am- • 
trak already had held similar 
events m Washington, D.C., 
and Chicago last year.

* Without these men, the 
trains are just cold steel," said 
Brian Rosenwald, Amtrak’s 
chief of product manage­
ment. wThey gave the trains 
soul. They are my heroes, my

ノ![1_
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role models, and Tm actually 
inspired by their example and 
courage.”

Starting in 1869, just a few 
years after the signing of the 
Emancipation Proclamation, 
George Pullman offered j o d s  

to black men to serve as por­
ters on his luxunous Pulbnan 
sleeping cars. Although the 
work was long and grueling, 
especially during trips that 
co^ld last as long as nine 
days, jobs as porters or wait­
ers provided stable employ­
ment and allowed the men to 
support their families, have 
their own homes and send 
their children to school. In 
fact, all of the honorees went 
on to have other careers as 
businessmen, engineers or in 
other fields.

In 1925 the Pullman 
porters formed the country^ 
first black labor union, the 
Brotherhood of Sleeping Car 
Porters. It took 12 more years 
of struggle before the union 
would win its first contract 
with the company. A. Philip 
Randolph was the founder 
and representative, and the 
union had chapters in New 
York, Chicago, Philadelphia 
and Oakland. G.L. Dellums, 
uncle to Oakland Mayor Ron 
Dellums, was the West Coast 
representative for the union, 
and the Amtrak station is 
named in his honor.

The men andtheir families 
were treated like royalty dur­
ing tneir visits and sdl were 
quite pleased bv the fuss. 
Gray brought his 92-year- 
old mother to the ceremony. 
Gray worked for the Santa 
Fe Railroad, while his father

As their trains passed during 
the night, Gray would shine 
a flashlight^ and his father 
would wave the lantern back . 
at him.

James Smith, 83, joined 
Southern Pacific on the West 
Coast when he was 18, earn­
ing 36 cents an hour as a dish­
washer before working his 
way up to fourth cook, third 
cook, and finally, a dining car 
waiter.

4<I had to work 100 hours to 
make $36, but we survived,w 
he told the rapt crowd at 
Tuesday's ceremony.

He worked the luxunous 
Lark Pullman car from San 
Francisco to Los Angeles, 
carrying 1,000 passengers, in­
cluding many movie stars and 
businessmen, every day each 
way. The dining car served 
144 people at one time. Smith 
also worked the Sunset route 
from Los Angeles to New 
Orleans and the Golden State 
from Los Angeles to Chicago. 
Although the porters’ union 
was powerful,■ Smith said he 
did not envy them because 
they did not earn tips and he 
did. However, it was hard 
work.

.‘*WhenTwas working 
the transcontinental to New 
Orleans, we*d work 16 hours 
a day, from 5:30 in the morn­
ing until 9:30 at night,B Smith 
said. KIf you had a load on, 
you worked as long as they 
came in the diner. It was just 
one of those things,w

Before they had rail cars 
with dormitories, the sleeping 
arrangements were makeshift.

wIn some of the older din­
ers, you*sJept right in the din­
ing car. You^ move the tables 
and chairs, peel back the rag 
and pull up the floorboards to 
get the mattresses and blan­
kets stored there. There was 
a wire that ran from one end

we’d put curtains up,:, and that 
would be how we slept.w

Smith said that despite the 
segregation, he did not en­
counter much racism. He was 
working when Jack Benny's 
entire Hollywood entourage 
traveled to Houston to open 
the Shamrock Hotel, and he 
worked the 10-day trip that 
boxer Jack Dempsey took to 
Mardi Gras.

“Bozo the Clown was on 
board," Smith remembered 
*The stories, especiaUy in the 
bar car, it. Was a lot 〇史 fiin. 
Mamng money and serv­
ing the people, it wasn't all 
drudgery.”

Samuel Coleman, 80, was 
still in school when he hired 
on with the Chicago, Burling­
ton and Quincy Railroad as 
a cook, a position that really 
turnea out to be a dishwasher.

“On .my firsf trip I washed 
so many dishes from Chicago 
to Denver: I never saw so 
many dishes :in my life，” he 
said. “On the way back to 
Chicago, I promised myself • 
that I was quittin/ but the old； 
timers convinced me to stay

on, that it would get better. I 
stayed for 25 years.”

After 10 months, Coleman 
was promoted to a waiter 
position, but the living condi- 
tions1 for Afncan-Ameriean 
workers were pretty much the 
same — namely, lousy. Dur­
ing layovers in OaMand they 
stayed in a one-story shed off 
Seventh Street m the west 
side of town, surrounded at 
night by hobos and populated 
by rats and cockroaches.
After a lot of complaints，, 
the group was moved to the 
Calitomia Hotel on San Pablo 
Avenue. In other small towns 
such sis Billings, Mont., and 
Casper, Wyo., there were no 
hotels ror tnem.

<rWe had to go to the (train) 
station at night, after it was 
closed, to use the facilities in 
the station,” Coleman said. “It 
was a small town, no shower 
and only one washroom and 
one face bowl,10 to 12 men 
lined up trying to keep to 
themselves as clean as they 
could. It was yeiy difficult.” 

The porters were ambas­
sadors for the railroad and 
role models in the black

community, said Lyn Hughes, 
founder of the A. Philip 
Randolph Pullman Porter 
Museum. They were always 
impeccably dressed in their 
uniforms, unfailingly courte­
ous and professional to the 
passengers, even when the 
passengers called the men 
“George,” instead of their real 
names, or worse, she said,

“They were ordinary men 
who did an extraordinary^ 
thing,” Hughes said. “No one 
told them they had to be the* 
best, or do their best — it was 
self-pride.”..

Coleman, who helped 
the waiters gain recognition 
under the powerful Brother­
hood of Sleeping Car Porters 
union; said they did what they 
had to do.

/'There was racial prejudice, 
but we worked through it to 
take care of our families,M he 
said. <4We were like the ambas­
sadors for the company.... We 
had to stand tall and walk tall 
in order to achieve the things 
we wanted in our lives.**

Lee Gibson, at 98 the old­
est honoree in the group and 
the only sleeping car porter, 
was 26 when one of the 
deacons at his church asked 
if he wanted to work on the 
railroad. He jumped at the 
chance, although he earned 
so little at the time, he cannot 
even remember what it was. 
There were tough times, he 
said, but he enjoyed it. And he 
still is a railroad man at heart, 

.sporting a railroad spike tie 
tack that commemorated the 
100-year anniversary of the 
meeting of the eastern and 
wiestem rail lines at Promon­
tory, Utah.

^IVe been on a high for 
the last two months, really, 
ever since I first heard about 
the (event) he said. KIt was 
nice. I got the service I used 
to give.”
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