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Subj: Re:Lee Brown 
Date: Tue, Sep 28,1999 8:26 PM EDT 
From: dbirkenkamp@rowmanlittlefield.com
To: RobertA648@aol.com

File: RFC822.TXT (888 bytes)

Dear Robert,

Thanks for your note.

best,
-Dean

I'll phone about 10 your time Thursday.

Dean Birkenkamp DBirkenkamp@Rowman.com
Rowman & Littlefield Publishers 
5370 Manhattan Circle, #105 
Boulder, CO 80303 
tel: (303) 543-7835 
fax： (303) 543-0043

a
.Reply Separator,

Subject: Lee Brown
Author: くRobertA648@aol.com> 
Date: 9/28/99 3:57 PM

Dear Dean,

Thanks for your e-mail. I can be available on Thursday between 9 am and 
11
am Pacific Coast time. Does that work for you?

I'm sending a packet with possible photos (copies) and other material for 
book.

Best wishes,

9 /2 8 /9 9 America O n lin e : Rob0rtA648 Page 1
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Subj: Re:Fwd: Lee Brown 
Date: Tue, Sep 28,1999 2:43 PM EDT 
From: dbirkenkamp@rowmanlittlefield.com
To: Bookgirl66@aot.com, RobertA648@aol.com

: : : : : :
I'm sorry I haven't managed to phone you yet, but I would like to do so 
e ither
Thursday or Friday this week, if you could let me know a time convenient 
for
you. (I'll be out of the office Wednesday). Meantime, do send on the photos 
and other items to me at the address below. I've heard nothing but great 
things
about you from Jill, and I'm looking forward to working with you.

Best,
-Dean

Dean Birkenkamp DBirkenkamp@Rowman.com
Rowman & Littlefield Publishers
5370 Manhattan Circle, #105
Boulder, CO 80303
tel: (303) 543-7835
fax： (303) 543-0043

_________________________ Reply Separator
Subject: Fwd: Lee Brown
Author: <Bookgirl66@aol.com>
Date： 9/26/99 6:09 PM

Dean:

fyし…….
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Date: Tue, Sep 28,1999 3:57 PM EDT 
From: RobertA648 
Subj: Lee Brown
To: dbirkenkamp@rowmanlittlefield.com

Dear Dean,

Thanks for your e-mail. I can be available on Thursday between 9 am and 
11 am Pacific Coast time. Does that work for you?

I'm sending a packet with possible photos (copies) and other material for 
book.

Best wishes,

Robert
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Date: Fri, Sep 24,1999 11:35 AM EDT 
From: RobertA648 
Subj: Lee Brown 
To: Bookgir 丨 66

Dear Jill -

I told Lee Brown that you were no longer with Rowman and Littlefield. I 
didn't go into any details. I told him that a new editor whom you respected 
would be taking over our project. He was sorry that you wouldn't be 
continuing; he likes you a lot. He'd be happy to hear from you. His number 
is 415/441-3061• If the line is busy it means he is not home, as he 
always leaves the phone off the hook when he goes out.

I have a packet of xeroxes of possible photos for the book as well as the 
Acknowledgments page, Note on Sources, and List of Lee Brown's Tributes 
and Awards. Should I send these on to Dean Birkencamp, or wait to hear 
from him? I could also send a copy of this material to you.

Hope you're having a pleasant time in Denver.

Best wishes,

Robert

9 /2 7 / 9 9 America Onlxne: Rob©rtA64 8 Page 1



Subj: Re:Lee Brown MS 
Date: Mon, Aug 30, i999 2:13 PM EDT 
From: jrothenberg@rowmanlittlefield.com
To: RobertA648@aol.com

File: RFC822.TXT (887 bytes)

Hi Robert:

Great talking with you earlier. I'm so psyched about the book and have 
spread
the news to my colleagues, who are very enthusiastic as well!!!! Let's talk 
soon
about possible endorsers and contact info for Julianne M.

All the best,

J i l l

_________________________ Reply Separator_________________________
Subject: Lee 巳rown MS
Author: <RobertA648@aol.com>
Date: 8/30/99 10:53 AM

Dear Jill,

This is to confirm that I have finished a draft of the Lee Brown book. 
However, I'd like to give it a final read-through and make a few changes, 
additions and cuts it needs, I think this editing should take no more than 
a week. Okay if I get it in to you next week?

I understand Maggie is also completing her book.

Hope you've had a good summer.

Best,
Robert
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Subj: Fwd[2]:S in S MS
Date: Thu, Sep 1 6 ,1999 6:14 PM EDT
From: cgatliffe@nbnbooks.com
To: roberta648@aol.com, bookgirl66@aol.com

File: RFC822.TXT (888 bytes)

Dear Prof. Allen,
Hi, this is Jill's assistant. I just wanted to quickly assure you that we 

received your manuscript and that Jill will be in touch within a few days. 
Thank 
you!

Sincerely,

Christine Gatliffe 
Editorial Assistant 
CGatliffe@nbnbooks.com

_________________________ Forward Header——_______________
Subject: S in S MS
Author: <RobertA648@aol.com>
Date: 9/15/99 2:03 PM

Jill -

Just a note to confirm that you received the Lee Brown MS. 

Robert

..........- ........ ...................  He a d e r s  ........... - ................... .
Return-Path: <cgatliffe@nbnbooks.com>
Received: from rly-yc04.mx.aol.com (rly-yc04.mail.aol.com

9 /1 6 /9 9 America O n lin e : RobartAS48 Page 1
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AWARDS, TRIBUTES, HONORS -  LEE BROWN

Tribute Meeting, Women’s B uild ing, San Francisco, July

Letter o f appreciation from  Congressman P h illip  Burton,
1 98 2

17 ,1982  

July 7,

C ertificate o f Appreciation, The C oalition o f Black Trade Unionists, 
San Francisco, June 26 ,19 85

Commendation, San Francisco Board o f Supervisors, July 2 8 , 1990

C ertificate o f Honor, Senior Action Network, San Francisco, 
November 1 9 ,1 9 9 2 .

Certificate^ o f Appreciation, San Francisco C oalition for Low Income 
Housing, February 2 1 ,1 9 9 2  ? 1 (
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STRONG IN  TH E STRUGGLE Table o f Contents

D e d ica tio n

Acknowledgm ents (to come) 

In troduction  (RA) f . 生 一  

Prolog: February 15,1957 (RA) マ〜ノ y

Chapter 1 : Childhood f - け "' ミ ]
Chapter 2: On M y Own 飞  4
Chapter 3: W orking in  Los Angeles ^  ^

Black Workers on the New Orleans W aterfront ^ ( R A ) 〆ダ - / ⑴

Chapter 4: New Orleans and Local 207 /〇し 一 /
Chapter 5: Organizer at W ork *厶ゞ、
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Chapter 7: On the Road for the Union
Chapter 8: Andrew Steve Nelson's T ria l
Chapter 9: The Government Comes A fter Me 之“ を、ク丨し
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Chpater 10: Prison and Release Z V Y
Chapter 1 1 : Starting a New L ife  2 * / Z sT>̂
Chapter 12: Struggles in  San Francisco
Chapter 13: Grace in  M y L ife  2  マ 7 一之ン  3
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Chapter 15: Looking Back, Facing Forward 7 f
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A Note on Soiirces (to come)
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STRONG IN  TH E STRUGGLE - book organization 

In troduction  (RA)

Part 1

Prolog (HUAC Hearing transcript) (RA)

From Childhood, to moves to Galveston, LA , to New Orleans, 1944 
Chapters 1，2,3,

Part 2:

Black Workers in  New Orleans, H istory o f Local 207 (RA)

Years w ith  Local 207 to T ria l 
Chs 4, 5,6,7,8, 9

Part 3

Surnmary o f LB Tria l & Outcome (RA)

Conviction, prison, release; making a new life , work in  SF, 
relationship w ith  Grace5 retirement activ ities, LB summing up 
Chs 9 A , 10，11，12,13，14

A fte rw ord  (RA)



STRONG IN TH^
American Working

5/31/99

My interest is in  tj 
protests/struggles, 
am increasingly ir| 
as C. Wright M ill^ 
biography). In this ； 
workingclass lead.0 
workingclass lead^
Claudia Jones，Harry naywooa

i/Development o f an Afiican
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with that o f other black 

\ ^  Small, Ruby Doris Robinson,

Elements/steps in  the development o f Lee Brown^ leadership/orgarazing skill

/  Role o f his Grandfather: What lessons did he learn from his grandfather? 
t /  -  LB perceived Grandfather as a model and mentor: a kind-hearted, generous, gentle man who

First spontaneous organizing experience— Anzona railroad — How did he act, wliat did he learn? 
(1 )Seize the iniative from the boss, (2) refuse to accept boss5 definition o f the situation, (3) 
mobilize workers

U ^o rk in g  w ith Hollywood NAACP -  What did he leam?

^ In c id e n t where girlfriend criticizes/shames him for playing demeaning stereotypical film  roles 

Experience as a railroad workers, what did ne learn?

^X^estaurant incident in  Los Angeles -- LB again displays spontaneous leadership/orgarazing



STRONG IN THE STRUGGLE: Lee Brown -  The Emergence/Development o f an African 
American Workingclass Leader

5/31/99

My interest is in  tiie study o f social acitvism, including social movements, spontaneous 
protests/struggles, individual agency &  leadership, ideology, political economy &  social change. I 
am increasingly interested in  the intersection between social change and individual struggles (or 
as C. Wright M ills put it in  The Sociological Imagination the intersection between history and 
biography). In this book I look at Lee Brown as a case study o f the emergence o f organic 
workingclass leadership — compare his leadership development w ith that o f other black 
workingclass leaders such as Hosea Hudson, Nelson Peeiy, Joe Small, Ruby Doris Robinson, 
Claudia Jones, Harry Haywood

Elements/steps in  the development o f Lee Brown^ leadership/organizing skill

/  Role o f his Grandfather : What lessons did he learn from his grandfather? 
i /  -  LB perceived Grandfather as a model and mentor: a kind-hearted, generous, gentle man who 

tried to help poor people; people came to his house to discuss their problems (1,1) taught LB 
how to share and get along w ith people (1.2) grandfather was self-employed and self-sufficient 
small famer (1 ,2 - 3 )でU  匕ノ尸 f し し 1- *•ァ

ノ Earliest awakening o f sense o f injustice: Segregated schools， whites attended longer 

—1，10

/  Joy o f learning to read; limitation o f formal schooling (1，10)

^  Sex & Racial politics: Sexual harassment o f A m t T-Babe by white man; Uncle Tot accused o f 
killing him (1.12)

Emergence o f independent streak — Leaving home and going to work for white family, seeing 
variation among whites (1,13 -  2/3)

cousin as a model o f union man; joins union in  Galveston; first strike experience

First spontaneous organizing experience- Arizona railroad -  How did he act, wliat did he learn? 
(1 )Seize the iniative from the boss, (2) refuse to accept boss5 definition o f the situation, (3) 
mobilize workers

U^V^orking w ith Hollywood NAACP -- What did he leam?

^ In c id e n t where girl&iend criticizes/shames him for playing demeaning stereotypical film  roles 

Experience as a railroad workers, what did he leam?

^/kestam-ant incident in  Los Angeles -  LB again displays spontaneous leadership/orgaiuzmg



Andrew Steve Nelson as LB ’s mentor/teacher

LB7s penchant for seeking organizations that he thinks can advance black freedom: Muslims, 
NAACP, CP What did he leam/gain from each?

- his early and continuing interest in  Nation o f Islam

- his involvement w ith Local 207, the maturation o f his leadership/organizing skillls through day- 
to-day work as an organizer and VP

- his political education w ith the CP: what basics things did he leam? \ J

LB confronts HU A C  committee. Note dements in this confiontation: seizure o f  initiative， 
refuses to accept their defii o f situation.

LB converts prison to educational experience

L B ’s relationshipt with Grace， his wife and fellow labor movement comrade
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Lee Brown Retirement A ctiv ities
一 J l w

Struggle in  Local 2 in  1979 -  U nity Slate campaign w ith  Jean Damu

Black E lderly -  Senior Action Network, National caucus and center 
on black aged, inc., Legal Assistance to the Elderly, Inc., Gray 
P anthers

Housing issues: Tenants Union, Potrero H ill Community Development 
Corp (?)

South A frica  anti-apartheid w ork

Peace & Freedom Party, Central com miittce member in  1981 

NAACP

Local 2 Retirees 

Health Care

A rtic le  w ritin g  for various newspapers
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Shojy Steward a t  the Fairmont H o t e l  IN 1963 S . F . C ,

Shop Steward a t  the Jack - a r  }{〇t e l 1968 S . F . C * r
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Lee Brown book structure

RA In troduction
Black \Vorkers in  New Orleans 

H istoiy o f Local 207

Prolog (HUAC)

Part I

From Childhood to move to New Orleans in  1944

Part 2:

Years w ith  Local 207, T ria l and Prison and release 
(include summary o f Lee Brown T ria l)

Part 3

Making a new life , work in  SF，relationshipo w ith  Grace, 
r e t i r e m e n t

Conclusion: Lee Brown's leadership
へ ㈣ 、5 4 つ い 、
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STRONG IN THE STRUGGLE: Lee Brown ~ The Emergence/Development o f an Aftican 
American Workingclass Leader

5/31/99

My interest is m the study oi social acitvisin, including social movements, spontaneous 
protests/struggles, individual agency &  leadership, ideology, political economy &  social change 
In this book I look at Lee Brown as a case study o f the emergence o f organic workingclass 
leadership •- compare his leadership w ith that o f other black workingclass leaders such as Hosea 
Hudson, Nelson Peery, Joe Small

Elements/steps in  the development o f Lee Brown^ leadersmp/orgarazing skill

Role o f his Grandfather: What lessons did he leam from his grandfather?

Earliest awakening o f sense o f injustice: Segregated schools, whites attended longer

Emergence o f independent streak -  Leaving home and going to work for white family, seeing 
variation among whites (ゾ ，飞 z  y)

His cousin as a model o f union man; joins union in  Galveston; first strike experience

First spontaneous organizing experience- Arizona railroad -  How did he act, what did he leam? 
(1 )Seize the iniative from lie  boss, (2) refuse to accet boss^ denration o f the situation, (3) 
mobilize workers

Working w ith Hollywood NAACP -  Wliat did he leam?

Incident where girlfriend criticizes/shames him for playing demeaning stereotypical film  roles 

Experience as a railroad workers, what did he leam?

Restaurant incident in  Los Angeles -  LB again displays spontaneous leadership/organizing 

Andrew Steve Nelson as L B ^ mentor/teacher

LB5s penchant for seeking organizations that ne thinks can advance black freedom: Muslims, ft
NAACP, CP What did he learn/gain from each? っ ， し a /

… 2 へ し 、ュ乙へ
LB confronts HU AC committee. Note elements in  this confrontation: seizure o f initiative, 
refuses to accept their defii oi situation.

LB converts prison to educational experience

し /^卜 ふ 、ド̂ ^レ
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Lee Brown desciption， setting in  his apartment, a third-story 
walk-up in  the projects in  the Western A ddition

A ta ll, husky, tan (or ligh t brown), fe llow  who always dresses to
make an impression, e.g. a three-piece brown pinstrip  suit, w ith
gold watch and chain in  vest pocket, 5-6 pens and reading 
glasses in  coat pocket, four buttons on lapels (A frica /B lack USA 
U nity pin, NAACP Lifetim e membership pin, Local 2 button, HERE 
button — Restaurant workers international), wearing a black 
leather fez w ith  map o f A frica outlined on its front in  green, 
yellow , red colors, uses a walking cane and wears brown boots.
H is voice can be deep and commanding, and he likes to adopt an 
exaggerated scowl w hile ta lking about racist and capitalist 
adversaries, but more often his eyes have a mischievous tw inkle 
and he is quick to laugh.

His apartment has a small bedroom /livingroom w ith  a photo o f
E la ijah Muhammad over prom inently over his bed and another on 
the opposite w a l l , a  M illio n  Man March poster, TV/VCR, four 
sagging bookcases overflow ing w ith  well-thum bed books, 
newspapers and miscellaneous papers. In  an alcove is a file  
cabinet crammed w ith  more books, documents, photographs and 
papers. (DESCRIBE HIS BOOKS)

We ta lk at the formica kitchen table sitting on two folding chairs.
The table usually has a big bowl o f fru it in  the center, papers 
scattered over it, and various canned and bottled foods from  the 
welfare department on the table and on the floor. He offers me a
bottle o f Ginseng soda. I take a second bottle from the 
refrigerator for him. When I leave he watches from  his window to 
make sure I'm  not waylaid w hile walking to my car.

A man who delights in  good food, though he seldom gets out to 
restaurants. A good cook, he enjoys preparing a favorite dish 
savory goat stew for the pleasure o f friends. Each week he looks 
forward to two meals at a local community center w ith  the hope 
that they m ight satisfy his appetite as the trade union struggle 
fed his sp irit.

= れ ゲ入ノ。4
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What m.a.i.n lessons did Lee Brown learn from CP, trade union 
movement, M uslim s,v NAACP, other organizations he has worked 
w i th ?  ~ '

Impact o f W ilson Record book on his view o f CP; what he makes 
o f contradiction between W ilson Record's views and his 
experience o f CP in South?

/S is  thoughts on c iv il rights movement, black power, state o f race 
' today. Impact o f M alcolm  and M LK . State o f NAACP. State of ^  ^

卜
M uslim s/b lack na tiona lis jn today.

匕叫r丨

^His views o f impact o f attacks on affirm ative action programs, 
cutbacks in  welfare and social services?

Doesn't c iv il rights movement m ainly help the m iddle class, not 
the poor? What does he see as relationship between race and 
class in  black freedom struggle? What about issues o f gender and 
sexism? Hasn't the movement been male-dominated? How has 
this affected the community and the po litics o f the movement? 
What about the claim  that black women (professionals? 
workingclass?) have moved ahead o f black men economically? 
What is the role o f the struggle for gender equality in  the black 
freedom  struggle?

What are his views o f 1955 AFL-CIO merger; state o f labor 
movement today (what does Lee think o f new AFL-CIO  president 
John Sweeney) What hope does he see for working people?
W hich are most progressive unions, why? State o f Local 2 today

Isn't organized labor m ain ly concerned w ith  bread-and-butter 
issues (wages， working conditions), and not larger issues o f 
democracy and social justice? What can organized labor do to 
reach unorganized workers? W ith  the globalization o f capitalism , 
what can organized labor do in  the international arena, especially 
regarding issues o f runaway plants and unorganized workers in 
other countries?

His views on new movements: W omen/feminism, people o f color 
movements, gay/lesbian. W hat re lstionship does he see between 
the movments and black people's struggles for justice and 
equality? Is there a danger o f con flic t between these different 
movements, fo r example Asian Americans against A frican



Americans over the issue o f affirm ative action, white women vs. 
women o f color, native-born Chicanos vs. immigrants from 
Mexico? Isn 't the right-w ing strategy to try to split these groups 
as people o f color are becoming the m ajority in  California? What 
can be done to w ork against this divide-and-conquer strategy?

How he views prospects fo r socialism /communism today? Impact 
o f collapse o f Soviet Union. State of CPUS A today? His views o f

… -  -  一 」 ——- パ- へ &

Is socialism  s till a viable alternative? What kind o f socialism?
What kind o f strategy should be used to achieve it?

Lee's feelings about war and peace: W orld W ar I I，Korea, Vietnam,
G u lf W ar, Kosovo, guerilla wars in  A frica /La tin  America, other 
wars? Are there just wars? What prospects does he see for peace 
and international social justice?

What does he South A frica to d |^  1 1 1 state 卜

What does he see as importance o f electoral polities? Jesse
Jackson, W illie  Brown, other p o litica l leaders. Isn 't electoral 
po litics simply a bourgeois game to give the people the illus ion  o f 
democracy? What can be accomplished in  the electoral arena to 
make changes for the better? What is the importance of
supporting candidates or campaigning fo r propositions?

How does he see role o f social movements in  progressive change?
Is there a contradiction between working in  social movements 
and working in  electoral politics? How does he see the
relationship between the two? W hat is role o f leadership in  social
movements? How can effective, democratic leadership be 
developed? How do you deal w ith  the problems o f dicta toria l and 
oppotunistic leaders in  social change movements?

What advice would he give to young people today who want to 
know what they can do to make a better life  fo r themselves and 
others? What would he say to yom g people who feel that there 
are no strong social movements today, and the best thing they can
do is look out for themselves and try to make money any way
they can?
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Universitv of Colorado at Boulder

Department 〇F Hi.5t〇rv

204 Helleins
Campus Box 234
Boulder. Colorado 80309-0234
r.705) 40'-6683
FAX： (303) 492.-186«

Jemuarv 26,1998

Ms. Jill Rothcnbeig, Editor 
Rownian & 1.4tlefield Publislvers, Inc.
5370 Manhattan Circle #105 
Boulder, CO 80303

Dear Jill:

Finclosed is my report on the Lee Brown manuscfipt. i suspect that much of what 1 have 
to say will only confirm some of your and Robert AiiciV's own thinking on what needs to 
happen next with this manuscript, i certainly think that this is a worthy pf〇ject--Br〇wn i$ 
a fascinating figure whose stor>r can tell us a great deai-'-but one that will need some 
rethinking and recasliiig.

Because this document is stiii at a fairly early draft stage,1 didn't mark \t up with editorial 
suggestions, and therefore haveir t returned it to you with this letter. Please let me know 
rt you do want it back, and ir there's any other facet of the project on which you'd like me 
to comment

Mark Pittenger 
Associate Professor,
Director ot Graduate Studies



Report on Mm'tusciipt- 
Lee Brown and Robert Allen,

TheSto〇：jQLUe.lkQ\miim lHk£kJLflhQLMlila^)L in t h匕^iiii止及」̂ 缸

I will bes?in this report by responding to some general questions raised by J)U 
Rothenberg iii b； r letter to me of N.^-ember 2 4 ,1997, and by conimeDtmg on Robert 
Allan's memo to Jill regarding Ins role in the project, III then proceed^to some moio 
detailed, chapter^by-chapter comments on the manuscript itself. ^  ^
that incomplete though it is, this manuscript seems to me the coie 〇t a potentially t e i , - 
and Valuable work^-one that might prove useft^ and engaging to scholars, teachers, and 
the genera.] reading public. I offer what follows in that spirit ot enthusiasm.

Jill asks whether this book might be used in umversity courses. I see a iiumber ot 
adoption possibilities h e re .1 have taught courses in the h is to r y  〇t\^merican radtcahsm
hbor history，and p o st-m 5 US and w odd 識 sider a
those In such specialized courses, it might fm itM y be paired, tor exanyle, with a 
secondai^ source such as George L.psitz^s to talk about the
usuaHv-overlobked role of labor in the immediate postwar years^ It obviously has simila 
potential for courses in Alrican-American histoiy. But it also miglK be attractive for 
teachers o f the large, introductoiy-level U.S. survey course, m which a basic textbook is 
typically supplemented by tiuee or four oiher books-t^pically some cumbmiiuon 
m ono^^apli autobiographies, novels, etc. Many of us especvally iî ce to use oiai
hi^ones-sources that provide a distinctive, first^person voice tna.t bears to e ^
events that textbooks describe only at a distance. I currently use .\iHie Moody s

^  niy -US Since 1865" suivey, but would consider a book like tms
one because it not only offers first-person testimony about the Jim Crow South in amghiy 
thc 'same period, but also addresses labor issues for that period that simply don t get into 
the textbooks, it could be assigned m segments over the two or three weeks of the course 
that cover the years from the 19405 to the 1970s, which v^ll be central to the book wheti
completed.

As to this book^ appeal for broader, nonacademic audiences, Vd like to respond 
affirmatively but don'i know the first thing about marketing^ Books oi th)s s^ ； r^ lca
me顏m ione in 判暫也謂th a sdida卜have
academic world, but I doivt know how successful beyond that realm
；〇liaborations between Dorothy Healey and Maurice Issciman, or Steve ^
it Rob Ruck9) 〇r Vivian GoiTiick^RmimilQ^iiLAlL^n^lL^mm l ^ } °^  '
G〇S £ L i ^ t u n n g  a completely unknown AfricaivAmencan iomier sharea-opper 

s u i  distinctive narrative voK ê and a personal t,story that ^a^ rg u ao iy  le.^ 
dramatic than T.ee Br〇wn:'.s} won the Naiional Book Award and was a Bo〇k-of-tU>Monta 
Club selection. That was an Avon imprint and probably had sotne corporate machine^ 
behind it. Hut when you consider the recent reairbishing of the onoc-crascd Paul 
Robeson^ invade, and the finny of current discussion about ihe Afflisrad aftair(si, it won



seem at least premature to asssert that there?s no place in popular discourse tor the 
well-told story  ̂black Coniniunist labot organizer.

Jill also asks how the events ofI,ee Brown's life might best be related to broader 
historical currents of the 1940s-1970s. This would of course maitily be Robert Alleir s 
task, and the plans he sets forth m his memo seem on the mark There are several 、 

contexts that would need to be clearly, albeit briefly, established. There's the h»st〇̂  oi 
American radicalism and the particular place of the race question within H, from the 
Debsian socialist movement^ economistic dismissal ot race as a category meriting 
attention, through the CP^ tortured efforts to come to terms with race via the separate 
black nation thesis, the complex relations with Ihe Ni\ACP in the Scottsboro cabt% the 
anti-white-chauvinism campaign, and various grass-roots organizing efforts both North 
and South, etc. Then there's the broader history of black America, especially in the 、 

oostwar period but taking account of the impacts of the Depression and New Deal and of 
World War II. And at the- most general level, there's the history of the US from the 194Os 
to (the present?), emphasizing the Cold War, t.be dortiestic Red Scare, and developments 
in the labor movement. I doift. mean to suggest a book-witiiliba-book here: ail of these 
contexts could be sketched out in a few pages, and would seem to belong in the genera! 
introduction proposed by Professor Alien.

Allen also proposes writing a brief introduction to each chapter, which will hdp 
iiulher to orient the reader to more specific matters to be raised m the ensuir^g pages. I 
like his idea oP-extended footnotes"' providing context and explanation as the story 
progresses, and recommend that they appear on the page, not at the end of the book You 
might also consider a bibliographic essay at the end. which would be especiaily usefi.il for 
students in uppet*-dMsi〇n or specialized courses who might be doing fljrther reseatch, and 
for the general reader who just wants io know more. z\lieiVs proposal io reuonstaict tlu. 
trial is a good one, a$ it will provide more detail and drama o.t the sort that the manuscript 
as a whole is somewhat lacking (more below on this). If he can figure out a way to. get 
Brown's voice into that reconstmction, all the betier-though this obviously poses , ， 

potential probletns with iiurrative tlow, Perhaps he. did this in his Port Chicago book .̂  If 
not, vinoiher model might be Tony Litkas's Bamyard^githel (on the Chicago Eight tnal),
m whk.h Lukas s M s  be'twe册 3d-pc「 son 0麵 isciem nm ator, sectbns of
and first-person observer and commentator.

I especially like AJieivs proposal to end with a dialogue between himself and 
Brown In addition to the benefits Alien mentions, tl'us v/ould also break through the 
reader^ (especiaily the student reader^) comfoitable conception that tins is all a story 
about past iliat can be set. aside arid rorgotten when firrislied.

I agree with Robert AMi’s assertion 丨n hk book proposaUhat Lee Broノvn s story
would be unique in the liistorical iitcrature-ihat it would tell us things wc don^t know, or 
don7t know much about. The western, as well as southern, focus, the emphases on 
unions, the NA.4CP and other organizations, and the CP; the TaU-Hanley impnsoriment; 
and the story of an activist who outlived the Soviet IJnion but not. bis radicalism (a



welcome cou.nternarrative to the ^God \ hat Fatled/Second Thoiighta gvnre), and otJl-r 
matters yet to be set. down, on paper： alt i I'acsc are fresh an.d valuable. I do though, 
that you mav want to consider just where the book wili fit h, the ongoing scholady wars 
over communist hustoriography-in other words, how to avoid geiting di.sed by Drapu

This book seems closer to t丨把 tradit丨⑽ of Gomick，Issemmn， aM ^
fbr ex,— pi㈠  traditkw that ha.她 ，essed gra故 roms Ai观 咖

iutf)n〇mY creativitv., and commitment to American concems-than to the tradition o 
Theodore Draper and lr,s descendants, which hafj emphasized the thesis that CP leadership 
(and bv extension, ail American communists and thair allies) were linaiiy just dupes o 
Moscow. Although 1 think that most in the former school are tired of this dispute and 
want simply to recognise Draper^ contributions and move 〇n7 Draper contmues to take a 
proprietarv interest in the field and seems to make a tpoint of reviewing (and attacking) 
anv^hin， that reflects the grass-roots perspective. Thus Draperite reviewers wil wani to 
know more about why Brown and others withdrew from ll'ie L.P after 1 uft-Hartley 
weren't they just being sneakily opportunistic? What options were avauable. (Phillip 
Murray and John L. Lewis simply reused, at least at first, to Sign the aftidavits>, and 
foreswore using the NLRB.) Where did Brown stand on the 1956 revelations? Was hei a 
naive dupe, or a cunmiig subversive (the only categones Draperhes tend to see)? Brown 
mav or may not not. have experienced such issues a$ central to hss work, and the authors 
may not wish to engage them, but reviewers certainly wiil, Drapentes will dismiss the 
book as 'ust anothcT Romance of American Comimmism uniess these matters are laid out 
in the context of a broader explanation of Brownes relations with the CP. suggestmg 
more discussion of Lee Browifs political education, ideology, and comi-mmients, which I 
think will make this a better, more satisfying work of history, and will also 〇t i f  s 
possible) end-run such critiques 111 suggest particular points at wMch tins could ha.ppen 
in my cbapter-by-chapter comments.

Finally, I will also make reference in the comments that follow to what seems to 
me an issue o f overriding importance; the authorial voice. J5II wrote to me that m 
the nranuscript. she wanted to icknow the person bcliind the plainly told I couldn t
a^ree more strongly. As it stands, the narrative is iar too much a simple, straighttoward 
exposition of events. What needs to emerge here is a distinctive personality, expressed m 
the di^inctive, identifiable language of an individual whom the reader can come t.o know 
and recognize through the text. WMic I want to know what Lee Brown has to teJ me 
most readers w ll also insist on being seduced, on being drawn into the stoi^ by the teelmg 
that they are coming to know a umque person wilh his own language, ills own 
characi eristic modes of expression, his own way of telling his story. The current text  ̂
doestvt. read at all like spoken language: it reads like a sequence of carernlly-composed 
i^corfect,, sentences that can't emdc mucii liveliness, humor, pain, or emotion ot^any b〇rt.
] don 't, know how ibis text was generated, but I^ i  guessing that getting more oi Lee 
Browtfs own (spoken) voice onto t!\e page would vastly improve the readability ot the

book.

Ail of that said, here Ibilov/ some observalions on the individual chapters.



c h a p t e r  o n e ： c h i l d k o o b

Here and elsewSiere throughout the manuscript, material is introduced out ot 
chronological order, approximate dates or Brown's approximate age are not given, and 
specific details are left out or introduced a page or two after a topic is broached, ica\ing 
the reader at sea in the meantime. I'bus in the first tew pages, wno, altogetticr, lived on 
his grandfaihcr's farm? What happened to the other sons/uncles? W e're told on page 4 
that Aunt Betsy was cmel and selfish, but no examples are given until page j ., reaiiatige to 
improve narrative tlow and clarity tor readei.

3) Specificity: how did his grandfether cut his leg (which led to his death)? Such det<iiis, 
if remembered, give the narrative more texture, and give the reader more of a sense lor

farm life.

6) How old was he when he staned school9 Give approximate age or year periodically to 
keep reader oriented.

10) Moves in with r.)ad Howard—w ho was he9 If Fve already met him, i ?ve already 
forgotten who he was, there's sucfi a bartage of characters in these early pages,

CHAPTER TWO: OFF THE PLANTATION

15) Listening to coml cases: does he lemember any specific ones9 Was this experience 
relevant to bis developing sense of righ[/\vi〇ng, justice/irjjusUCB^

CHAPTER THREE: LOS ANGELES

36-37) Clarity: Bertba (his girlfriend) becomes his fiiend Sydney's girlfriend^ But .he 
never calls her Bertha anymore, calling her Sydney's girltriend instead—am I right that this
is th<£ same person^

37) He joins the NAACP: no iead-up to this or analysis or refieciion, beyond recounting a 
few encounters w th  racism. What did a mean-generallv; and to him spedtk/aliy-40 join 
this organization? WouldiVt this have been, a pretty big deal, an impoiiant decision'^

42) Here especially, but also elsewhere,, the narrative gets very choppy—an endless suing 
of briefiy-noted events, jobs, girlfriends, rallies, and then more ot the same. These come 
and go so fast, they don5t add up to much. How about reducing the number o f incidents 
& individuals noted, and providing more depth and reflection on ones that proved 
especially important to him. For example, more on the Zoot Sun Rim

He mentions tin; wai* occasionally through hcrc-girlfriends have husbands in the 
service, etc.--but did the war mauer xo him? How did he iciat$ to it? Histoiians ha\«



made much of the war's galvanizing eftects on black consciousness and organization 
D ocs his experience support or reibte Such clai〇i：i9

45-7) Selt-cducation he notes that he collected books, but doesn t specify a n y . .1.hi.> is a 
matter of considerable interest to historians. Wliat authors, what titles7 6spc〇icilly  ̂
intlueiiびd him? Can he be placed in the 八merican
On page 55 he mentions a few subjects that he read about but ag雛  no titles.

CHA'P^FER FOUR： NEW 〇RLE；ANS (,1)

Here Robert Allcii5̂  miroductory material on the background ot I>ocal 207
wiii be of great interest ; how did it become a militant, interracial union; and how did
Nelsonj a black conimaaist, come io be its president?

s4.55) He attends a conumini^it meetii'ig <U Nelson's bt'hftsi;; ihea attends others, titid 
becomes a member. The straightfoiward exposition and limited disceission leaves the 
reader wantiiig to know much more. What was discussed? How was socialism 
introduced to him'7 Was this his first introduction? What was its appeal? What^ 
hesitations, if any did he have'? Was this a sort of conversion experience (as such events 
are conventionally ponrayed), or sometiiio.g difteren!;?

$6 ) When he does talk about the appeal of communism, it again comes a. little later than it 
should., with a girlfiiend or two in betweeti-and he doesn't really say why he came to 
favor socialisni, focusing instead oti specific issues like free dduc^nioii for ail.

CHAPTER FIVE; NEW ORIGANS (2)

69) When he does talk about political ideology, it remains pretty vague, he asks Robeson 
whether socialism would help the workers; Robeson says yes. This needs more texture, 
detail reflection What exactly did socialism mean to Mm-revolution? the 
t4progre5sivism,? of the late M〇s and <50s,̂  How did he and other black communists relate
to thS CP progr麵  and. id㈨ logy9 How aware were he and h)s black comrades of the .
Party's historv with the race question? When he worked on the Henry Wallace campaign, 
he doesn^t mention the much-discussed issue of CP involvement. Did he participate as a 
'labor man； ' as a coriLTiunl$t, or both'7

70-71) Chased and shot at after meeting ai church: more of tliis kind of material would be 
great. Here we aren't just told that he worked on voter registration; he gives us a feelio.g 
tbr wii3t H inearit to ti*y to do this in Jirn Ciow Louisiana-

76) fears that i；s〇me anti^labor., Ku Klux Klansmen, and reactionaries^ would jump them 
after court： explicate the connectiotrbe.t.vveen racism and anti-labor altitudes^ Did he see 
these as naturally allied, as symbiotic? Was this pait of a larger analysis of race and class



in the Souths There are frequent huvts of this-refefenccs to Jim Crow and  ̂^
capital being somehow connected (e.g. p . l〇7, and 122)^but how e^activ 
op-rat*n^ And why would he describe the court decision that Wack  ̂and whi es 
aLociatc socially as "a victoiy for the workingdas^ m the Souih -as ptmcipaiiv .
of class, not ot race?

80-83) Generally fascinating stuff here-more detail^ more anecdotes (e g-
on oro^niziiift the Empire, LA fishermen). Cireat, fresh mait：rkil on l n t e n d c i d l ■
〇 yamzino m 194〇s-50,. commun.ty and church involvement., meat boycotts (pret.gunng 
Ihc organ^mg strategies of Montgomoryr), taping a quarter to a deck ot cards t.〇 
symbolize the .25 raise-the more such deta{k:, the better.

CHAPTER SLX: NEW ORLEANS (3)

Southern Conference Education Fimd? Walter White, etc.： date/yeax? Place tills in time 

for the reader.

88) Umon campaign against Taft hartley: more on this'? Details on h is^gam ^ng  tnps 
through the stated Also on the struggle against the state nght^o-work aw p. de 
of the campaign in the legislature^ Show the reader the tiature ana texture 〇f 
labor-political orgamzing-this is a great opportunity to present le opera.iu s 
^rnovcnient culture  ̂ot the soulhcm iutc-iracial left.

in the face of Taft^Haitley, Local 207 oftlcers "decided" to withdraw from the CP but 
to remain militam： more on bow this decision was reached? How wâ s it ratiomtlized. 
WHiat options were considered? Did lie think this was the best courise.

90) I  etter Itom a "Board"1 in DC： note in text that need more info, charges, what board, 
etc Presumably tMs was the NLRB, whose whole mandate ha.d been mouticd by 
Taft-Hartley The Board was no longer to be (as anti-New Deal (,ongresbmen sa\\
labor’s s p ia f to n d ;讀 き  B⑽ d 薦  to “impartially” 
maimgetnent， and th e  public.

9 j ') All the stuff on Inland Watenvay trying to fire Brown is im dear wiiat was at issue 

here,：) Who said and did whai7

94-OV) Paul Washington case: .nfonnation not presented sequentially, causuig co lum n . 
At first unclear whether Washington was a union man, because Brown refers to L〇ca 
207, not the Civil Rights Congress, taking action m hi^ case_ it s (
('onoress was somehow affiliated with the umon-until p. 95, vvhen the ounn€Uion i - ^  
clarified. On 95s came in from the naitonai office' - th e  national office of w at^
It isir t̂ mads clear unul 97 that the C.vil Rights Congress is a national organization with d
Louisiana chapter.



GeneraHy. the discussions of the Washington and O.C. Jugg^r cases icitiam i tUhet 
general and detached. The reader really wants to know more about tliis. W^at \vere local 
reactions to the executions? More to the point, what were Lc© Brown s ov/d. feelings, In 
the Juagcr case, the detail about the electric chair is powerful and disturbing, but again the 
account is uiirevealing about Brown—what were his feelings about Juggei's death, about 
the orga.riiz.ing effort's successes (if any), taikire, and signiiicance?

101-105) The VViiiie McGhee case; he tells us about it, but then doesn t know the 
outcome because of his own (ujispecified) troubles. Surely this can be found out? This is 
a lot of pages to devote to a case without any resolution.

CHAPTER SEVENt NEW ORLEANS (4)

Transition from previous chapter: did the problem^''' he taced around the time of the 
Willie McCihee case have something to du w th  this conveniian9 Or were these 
JTaft-Hartley related problems? What's the chronology iiere? Did all these events 
overlap? He says on page 94 that in 1950 be worked on the Paul Washington a.Tid other 
''different so did all the cases discussed take place in i9 5 0 It so, why does
Chapter Six end with his facing troubles in 1950, and Chapter Seven begin with 1955? Or 
did these cases stretch oui over several years7

107) Followed, by a siispicious car in .Arizona, he and Nelson were "prepared to defend 
our livesM: what docs that mean? Did they cany guns? I f  so, was that common practice 
for them? What were they prepared to do9

109) At the convention； why did he nominate Bernard Lucas for the Executive Board'7
Did he know him7 was this a favor, an ideological statement, elc.? •

110) Speaks in support of Bridges' resolution for peace; details? Was he scared1? Had he 
practiced0 Had he agonized over writing the speech? Did he have help9 How did it come 
about that he gave this speech?

110) Met '"Russian lady15 at theconvemiorr who^

1]3) The trip to the conveniioti was ^SLiccessfur1': how? Did anvlhing concrete come of 
it, regarding organizing initiatives, imenacial organizing strategies for the： labor 
movement, etc.?

117') Stratcgizing to solve the iNcw Orleans workers7 problem： just what they did ssivt 
clear, as the fiote in tlie text also says.

120) Tells workers to ''throw in all their ams out of the b〇xcars,>; what does this mean?



121) W55 Unity Conference, NYC： why is this out of chronoiogical order? It came 
before the 1956 conflict over the pallet boards...

124) Hears "Diana Washington'' sing: Dinah Wasliington0

Again, what results, if any, came out of this conference? Did/does he think it had any 
lasting significance?

C fL lP TE R E fG H T; THE TR IAL

]27-28) Printing the union's repsonse to the workers7 lawsuit is conflising and hard to 
follow: sum this up in layperson5s terms, quoting where appropriate.

The union lost ihat battle because the NLRB7 the companies, and ccgo\iemn.ierit 
agents^ wanted the workers fighting among themselves; was this just his feeling, or does 
he have evidence or further analysis to offer9

129) :cTo let nine men split the union. . How exactly did they split the union9 Why was 
it proper that the president let the case go aon and on?"

Got tlie NLRB to oversee an election i；so we could have a union shop,v Clarify 
"imion shop； 3 and how this differed from their previous sitaution, under which they had a 
union contract but not a union shop.

130) Praise for Andrew Nelson: more on Nelson9 How did be become radicalized?
What did he teach Lee Brown? Specific anecdotes, beyond invoking generalities about 
monoopoly capitalism?

13 i)  Nelson’ s triahi emciai momenHbr Wm: he was “ educated，” adn rededicated himself

to the. stmggle. Describe particular trial scenes, using trial transcript, that brought hi% to 
this feeling, this ciisis? Atid how exactly did liis conunitment change? How did it differ 
from wFiat it had been previously0

132) The defense attorney was ^goodr?: hov/? What was good about hinV?

A biack man testified against Nelson: what did he say? What did these mean tb 
Brown?

132-133) ''The authoniies didn't consider the facts. . .reactionaries75 wanted to destroy the 
union, More analysis here? How did the Cold War figure in; were there similar 
dispositions in other iegai cases around the county, what was the role of race in the 
domestic Red Scare, and in the Cold War generally?
133) ^due to my problems'* somebody else became 1st Vice President; what problems? 
Was he now under subpoena too, or indicted7



;'丁••丁

What, during ail o f this, has happened to liis wife and family? i think we havenvt heard 
about them since p. 60, How did public and private issues itilerseot m his life (ms wite haa 
been or was an organizer too1/*)?

CONCLUDING COMMENT

As 1 $aid at the stan, I think that a fine and valuable book can come out of tliis 
project. As Lee B ro^ii and Robed. Alien continue to ^ '〇rk on it, I think that careful 
attention to matters of authorial v〇ice7 political analysis, chronology, context, and 
experiential detail v̂ ill pay off in a compelling and significant contribution to historical 
literature.

9
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a fascinating figure whose stor>r can tell us a great deal-but one that will need some 
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suggesdons, and therefore haven?t returned it to you with this letter. Please let me know 
it you do want it »ack, ana if there's any other facet of the project on which youM like me 
to comment,

Mark Pittenger 
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Report 0.0 Manuscript:
Lee Brown and Robert A.Hens

S irm ig jiL llifLS in isgki. っ

Tne Stocyj^lLeeJBmMLiMJikdLLahQLl^iji^nin tilる

I will begin this report by responding to some general questions raised by Jill. 
Rothenberg in her letter to me of November 24? 1997, and by commenting on Robert 
Allan's memo to Jill regarding liis role in the project; I'H then proceed to some more 
detailed, chapter-by-diapter comments on the manuscript Itself. But first I should say 
that, incomplete though it is, this manuscript seems to me the core of a potentially territic 
Irid vakiable.work—otie that rnigA prove a^d t0  ̂M 10W S, an<*
the general reading public, I offer what follows in that spirit o f enthusiasiiL

Ji!l asks whether this book might be used in university courses. I see a number o f 
adoption possibilities here. I have taught courses in the history of American radicalism, 
labor history, and post-1945 US histo^, and would consider a book like tliis for any o f 
those. In such specialized courses, it might fmitfiiily be paired, for example, with a 
secondary source such as George L-ipsitz?s to talk about the
usuaily-overfooked role of labor in the immediate postwar years, It obviously has similar 
potential for courses in Afncan-American histoiy. But it also miglit be attractive for 
teachers o f the large, inti"〇diict〇i"y-level TJ.S. survrey course, in which a basic textbook i s 
typically supplemented by three or four other books-t^ically  some combination o f 
monographs, autobiographies, novels, etc, Many of us especially like to use memoirs；, oral 
histories-sources that provide a distinctive, first-person voice that bears w tness to the 
events that textbooks describe only at a distance. I currently use Atuie Moody?s Lmiillg 
qf Age in Mississippi In my UUS Since 1865J, sw^ev, hut would consider a book like this 
one because it not only offers first-person testimony about the Jim Crow South in roughly 
the same period, but also addresses labor issues for that period that simply don^t get into 
the textbooks, it could be assigned in segments over the two or three weeks o f the course 
that cover the years from the 1940s to the !97〇s, which v/ill be centfal to the book when 
completed,

As to this book's appeal for broader, nonacademic audiences, Fd like to respond 
affirmatively bat don't know the first thing about marketing. Books of this sort-radical 
memoirs done in conjimetion with a scholar-have cenainly been appi eclated by the 
academic world, but I don^ know how successful beyond that realm were the 
collaborations between Dorothy Healey arid Mauiice Isscrman, or Steve Nehon and (was 
it Rob Ruck?), or Vivian Gornick^s Roir“電 e—Qf A腦 1 know that M

Dangers-fcatunng a completely unknown African-American former sharecropper 
with a strong, disthictive narmthre voice and a personal history that was argiiaoly less
diramatic than Lqq Brown's, won the National Book Award and was a Book-of-the-Month 
Club selection. That was an Avon imprint and probably had some corporate machineo^ 
behind it. But when you consider the recent reflirbishiog of the oncc-ciascd Paul 

hm ge， a n h h e  of current d丨scussbn about the AmMM affair(s),



at Isast premature to asssert that tbere?s no place in popular discourse tor the 
well-told story of a black Communist labor organizer.

】i!i also asks hmv the events
.輪 微 料 鲥 觸 ^ 麟減_ ^ 鞭嫩 ^ This would of course mahily be Robert M en、 
task, and the plans he sets forth in his memo seem on the mark, There are several 
contexts that would need to be dearly, albeit briefly, e s t a b l i s h e d * ! ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^  
御 姑 ■賴 W d_fem  賴 士 齡 释 翻 , from, ihe 
Debsian socialist movement^ economistic dismissal of race as a category meriting 
attention, through the C；P?s tortured efforts to come to terms with race via the separate 
black nation thesis, the complex relations with the N^\Ai..P in th$ Scottsboio case, the 
anti-wbite-chauviiiism campaign, and various grass-roots 〇rgam2ing efforts both North 
and South, etc. especially in the 、

postwar period but takit培 account of the impacts of the Depression aM 
Wodd War II, A樣也 !ム遍鈮t趙蹓 ^ J ^ J i e r e 7s the h||tpry
tô  p fe ^  , eniphasizing the i々 益 命 develupmetUs
in fhe labor movement, i don’t mean to suggest a book-whhk卜a’book： here: a!l of these
contexts could be sketched out in a few pages, and would seem to belong in the general 
inirodifction proposed by Professor Allen.

AUen also proposes writing a brief introduction to each chapter, which will help 
fmther to orient the reader to more specific matters to be raised in the ensuing pages, i 
like his idea oPextended footnotes^ providing context and explanation as the story 
progresses, and recommend that they appear on the page, not at the end of the book You 
might also consider a bibliographic essay at the end. which would be especially usefol for 
students in upper-division or specialized courses who might be doing further research, and
fbr the general reader who jqsい城ms to know more…4lieゴs proposal to reconstnict the
trial is a good one, as it will pi ovide more detail and drama of the sort that the manascript 
as a whole is somewhat lacking (more below on this). If he can figure out a way to get 
Brown?s voice into that reconstRictioi% ail the better-thotigh this obviously poses 
potential problems with op.rratsve flow, Perhaps he did this in his Port Ghicago book? If 
not, another model .might (on the Chicago Eight trial),
m which Lukas shiils between 3d-pcrson omniscient narrator, sections of trial transcript, 
and first-person observer and commentator. 、

I especially like Aiieifs proposal to end with a dialogue between himself and 
Brown. In addition to the benefits Allen mentions, tills would also break through the 1 
reader^ (especially the student reader^) comfoitabls conception that tills is all a story |  
about the past be set aside and forgotten when finished.

I agree v/ith Robert Alletfs assertion hi his book proposal that Lee Brown's story 
would be unic|u$ in the historical. I?t€ratuf6—ibat it would tell u$ things we tion t know, 〇f 
dDii/t know much about. The western, as well as southern；, tocus, the empnascs on 
unions, tb.e NA.4CP and other organizations, and the CP; the Tafl-Haitlev imprisonn^rit; 
and the story of an activist who outlived the Soviet Union but not. bls radicalism (a



welcome c〇untemarrativ(? to the ^God That Failed/Second Thoughts' genre); ana oth^r 
matters yet to be set. down on paper: all these are tresh an.d valuable. I do tiiink, though, 
that you may want to consider just where the book will fit in the ongoing scholarly wars 
over communist historiography-m other words, bow to avoid getting dissed by Draper.

This book seems closer to the tradition of Gornick, fssemian, and Robin Kdiey, I  
for example—a tradition that has stressed grass-foots American cotnmunists, relative 1 
autonomy, cfeativity, and commitment to American concems-thao. to the tradition of \  
Theodore Draper and his descendants, which has emphasized the thesis that CP leadership 
(and by extension, all American communists and their allies) were finally just dupes o\ 
Moscow, Al though I think that most, in the former school are tired of this dispute and 
want simply to recognise Draper's contributions and move on7 Diaper ccmtinues to take a 
proprietaty interest in the field and seems to make a poitii oi rev]ewing (and attacking) 
anvlhing that reflects the grass-roots perspective. Thus Draperite reviewers will want to 
know more about why Brown and others withdrew from tl'ie CP after Tafl-Hartley : 
weren7t they just bemg sne-akily oppoitunistic? What options were available? (Phillip 
Murray and John L, Lewis simply reused, at least at first, to sign the affidavits, and 
fbreswofc using the NLRB.) ぶ麵纖論 ^# ii物 Was he a I
naive dupe, or a cunning subversive (the only categories Draperites tend to see)? Brown 
may or may not not have experienced such issues as centra! to his work, and the authors 
may not wish to engage them, but reviewers certaitily will, Draperifes will dismiss the 
book as just another Romance of American Communism unless these matters are laid out * 
i〇 the context of a broader explanation of Brown's relations with the CP.

think will make this a better, more satisfying work of history, and will also (if it's 
possible) erd-mn such critiques HI suggest particular points at wiiich this could happen 
in my cbapter-by-chapter coirirnents.

Finally, I will also make reference in the comments that follow to what seems to 
me an sssue of overriding importance; 騰ザぷ丨丨 wrote to me that in reading
the manuscript, she wanted to icknow the person bcliind the plainly iold stor}7.7' 1 couldn t 
agree more strongly . A&4&磁越点み遠你滅鱗鰌—缺1 遇4'織:‘ 峰 

_ 血  W— ^ 毅 ^
t|皆d is ^ c li^ J d  虛  it la ,五| 職 健 輪 戒 ^評 ■纖 ..̂ ^ g  接灰• 故 ’

While I want to know what I.,ee Brown has to tell me.,
most readers v/ill also insist on being seduced, on being drawn into the stoiy by the feeling
tlmt they are c趣 ib g  to kmyvV a m姆 ie person wU.h his own
characi eristic modes of expression, his own way of telling his story. Wl l!1111 ff l 'l 'W

I v一 f m 、了7 編 細 代 ; 而 污 orratiw~sottr~ 
K〇n,t. know how this text was generated, but Fm guessing that getting more of Lee 

- rown^s own (spoken) voice onto the page would vastly improve the ieadaDility oi the 
■ book.

Ali of that said, here ibtlow some observations on the individual chapters.



CHAPTER O N E j CHTLDKOOB

Here and elsewhere throughout the manuscript, material is introduced out of 
chronological order, approximate dates or Browifs approximate age are not given, and 
specific details left out or introduced s or two a topiw is brosch^d；, itsving 备 

the reader at sea in the meantime. I'hus in the first few pages： who? altogether, lived on 1
his grandfather's farm? What happened to the other sons/uncles? We^re told on page 4 |
tha/Aunt Betsy was caiel and selfish, but no examples are given until page 5； rearrange to I  
improve narrative flow and clarity tor reader. |

3) Specificity:返gs逆 翻 料 鹽 腎 纖 戀 戀 丨 ch led to his death)? Such detdiis, 
i f  remembered, give the narrative more textiirc, and give the reader more o f a sense tor 
farm life.

6) Give approximate age or year periodically to
keep reader oriented.

10).祕齡辟也抑5紙録a i礙娜知 ---who was he? I f  Fve already met liim , Tve already 
forgotten who he was, there's sucii a ban age o f characters in these early pages,

CHAPTER TWO: OFF THE PLANTATION 

]5) I.istening to coutt cases; does he remember any specific ones9

CH APTER TMREEt LOS ANGELES

36-37) Clarity: Bertha (his girlfriend) becomes his friend Sydney's girlfriend^ But .he 
never calls her Bertha anymore, calling her Sydney^ girlfriend instead—aro I right that this 
is the same person?

37) He iolns the NAACP: no lead-op to this or analysis or reflection, beyond recounting a
few encounters w th  racism, 'V編 ^ ^ ^ ^ ^

this have been a pretty big dcai? an important decision*^

42) Here especially, but also elsewhere, the narrative gets very choppy-an eadless stnng 
o f brielly-noted events, jobs, girlfriends, rallies, and then more o f the same. These come 
and go so fast, they don't add up to much. How about reduping the number o f incidems
&  individuals noted, and ⑽es that proved
especiall^  ̂important to hini. For example, wore on the Zoot Suit Riots/

H' aentions thu war occasionally through hcrc-girlfnends have husbands in the 
service,が c 一 did he relate to it? Historians have



made much of the war's galvanizing eftects on black consciousness and organization,
Docs his experience support or refute such claims?

46-7) 4 赚 ，特 ^ 知 辱 *卿 . TOs is a
matter of considerable interest to hislorians. What authors, what titles, especially 
influenced him? Can he 5¢ placed in th§ American tradition of radical autodidacticisni/
On pagfi 55 he mentions a few subjects that he read about, but ag^>n no titles,

CH AFFER FOUR.： NEW ORLEANS (f.)

Here ^
will b© o f interest , how did it bc*conie a niilii&iit, interrEcia.! uruon? dî d now did
Neison? a black cornmumst, conie to be its president?

54-55) He attends a^iiiiuo iaijiieetm iL at Nelson!s behest; then attends others, and 
bccotnes sl jncmbsf. The strsightforwcird exposition Sind limited discussion leaves the
reader want丨tig to know much more, 威，Jisfis,.成 納 麵 ■成ぬ-.从ルレ似iu

み this a sort 〇t conversion CKpericnc© (〇.$ such events 
are conventionally portrayed), or sometliing different?

it again comes a iittle later than it
should, with a ghlfriend or two in between—and h© doesn't reaily say why he came to 
favor socialism^ focusing instead on specific issues like free education for all.

CHAPTER FIVE: NEW ORIGANS (2)

6S〇 When he do^s talk about political ideology, it reniastis pretty vague, he asks Robeson 
whether sociaHsm would help the workers; Robeson says yes,學 卿 ，， 

What exactly did socialism mm\ to him-revolution/ me
"pr ™ e S ism ,? the k t e 。如 s ar4 450&ヮ How d丨d he and other black conmiunL啦  relate
to ths CP progr8.ni and id^ology'  ̂ How aware were and Ids blsck corttrsdss of the 
Party-s history with the rac；: question? When he worked on ihe Hemy Wallas 
he dossn5! nientioTi the niuch-discussed issus of CP involvement. Did p&i ̂
'labor rnan,5" as a communist, or both?

70-71) Chased and shot at after meeting at church: rmeeg6 6 卜 

.saj ^ c r e  v/e aren't just told that he worked on voter registration; he gives m  a 
for what it meant, to tsy to do this in Jim Crow Louisiana.

76) fears that i：s〇me anti-labor, Ku Kiux Klansmet% and reactiofiaries" would jump them 
a f t e r 祕㈣ c轉呀幽^ 逸猶批1.嫩1妨翻續義881^8^祕4鐘 c D id he see 
111̂ se as naturally allied, as symbiotic? Was this part of a larger analysis ot race atsd class-



in the South? There are frequent hints o f this-references to Jim Crow and monopoly 
capital being somehow connected (e.g. p - 107, and 122)'-but how exactiy dia he see this 
operating? And why would he describe the court decision that blacks and whites could
associate sociaUy as ’“a vHctory for the wm'kingcUiSs iri the South’ - ^
o f class, not o f race?

80-83) Generally fascinating stuff here-more details, more anecdotes, more stories (e,g.? 
on organizing the Empire, LA fishermeti), Cireat, fresh maierial on interracial labor 
orgamzing in 19405-50s: community md church involvement, meat bovcoits (prefiguring 
the or^atiizing strategies of Montgomery? ), taping a. quarter to a deck of cards to 
symbolize the .25 raise—the more such detasls, the better,

CHAPTER SLX: NEW ORLEANS (3)

Smithern Coitference Edueatk)n Fimd, Waiter Whitも eすc,: dai.e/year? W 
for the reader.

88) Union campaign against Taft-Hartley：', more tMaf Details bn his.organizing trips 
through the state9 Also on the struggle against the state right-to-work iaw (p. S9); deiails 
of tbe campaign in the legislature? Show the reader the nature and texture of grass-roots, 
labor-political orgamzing-thls is a great opportunity to present the operations and 
^movement culture" o f the southern interracial left.

In the face of Taft-Hanley, Local 207 oftlcers 'Mecidecf to withdraw from the CP but \  
to remain militant'- more on how this decision was readied? How was i.t rationalized? i  

options were considered? Did he think this was the best course?

90) Letter from a £CBoard?:, in DC： note in text that need more info, charges, what board, 
etc. Presumably tills was the NLRB, whose whole mandate had been modiiicd by 
Tall:»Hart.ley. The Board was no longer to be (as anti-New Deal Congressmen saw it) 
labor's special friend; now the Board was to uimpartiaIIy,:, adjudicate the claims o f labor,, 
managetnenl, and the public.

91) AM the stuff on Iriand Watenvay trying to fire Brown is unclear what was at issue 
here? Who said and did what?

94-95) Paul Washington case; information, not presented sequentially, causing coni ^
At first unclear whether Washington was a union man, because Brown refers to Local 
2.07, not the ("ivil Rights ("ongress, taking action in his case, IV$ unclear whether iiie 
Congress was somehow affiliated with the union—until p, 95, when the connection is 
clarified. On 95} "Tawyers came m from the naitonai office"?—thc nationa] office of what/
It isn?t mads clear until 97 Ihat the Civil Rights Congress is a national organization with a 
Loiusiana chapter.



G enerally , the d iscussions o f th e  W ash ing ton  and O .C. ju g g s r  cases seniaiii ?.ather 
genera l and  de tached . T h e  read er really w an ts  to  k n o w  m ore  ab o u t tills, Wh^t w e re  local 
reac tio n s  to  th e  execu tions?  M o re  to  the  po in t, w hat w ere  L ee  B ro w n 5s o w n  feelings? In 
th e  lu g g e r  case, the  detail abou t th e  electric  chair is pow erfu l and disturb ing , bu t agam  the  
acco u n t is urirevf：a.Hng ab o u t B ro w n —w hat w ere his feelings abou t Jugget s death , about 
th e  o rg am zin g  e ffo r t 's  successes ( if  any)7 tailure, and signiiicance?

1 0 M 0 5 )  T he  VViHie M cG hee case; he teiis us abou t it, but then  d o e s i l t  b lo w  th e  
o u tco m e  b ecau se  o f  his ow n (u jispecined) troubles. Surely th is can b e  found ou t?  T his is 
a lo t o f  p ag es  to  d ev o te  to  a case w ithout any resolution.

C H A P T E R  SEV EN S N E W  O R L E A N S  (4)

T ran sitio n  from  p re\n〇u s chapter; did the
W iilic M cG h ee  case  have sooiethh ig  to  do with th is convenuon? O r vvere these  
I 'a f t-H a rtle y  re la ted  problem s? W h a t's  the chrono logy  here? Did all these  even ts 
overlap?  H e  says o n  p ag e  94 th at In 1950 he w orked  on the Paul VVasliington and  o ther 
^d ifferen t o a s e ^ —so did all th e  cases d iscussed  tak6  place-in 1950? I f  so , w hy  does. 
C h a p te r  Six end w ith  his facing troub les in 1950, and C hapter $eveo  begin w ith  1955? O r 
did th ese  cases stre tch  o u t o ver several years?

107) F o llo w ed  by a  susp ic ious ca r in. A rizona, he and N elson  w e re  £<prep ared  to  defend  
o u r Hves?5; w hat do cs  th a t m ean? D id  they  carry  guns? I f  so, w as th a t com m on prac tice  
fo r them ? W h at w ere  they p repared  to  do?

109) A t the co n v en tio n； w hy did he notYnnate B ernard  L ucas fo r th e  E xecu tive  B oard?
D id  he know bim ? w as th is a favor, an ideological sta tem ent, e tc .?

110) S peak s in su p p o tt o f  B rid g es7 reso lu tion  fo r peace; details? W as he scared? H ad  he 
p rac tic ed 0 H ad  he agonized  over w riting  the speech? D id he have help? H o w  did it com e
ab o u t th a t he g av s  th is speech?

110) M et "'Russian lady"3 a t the  convention: w ho?

113) T he  trip  to  th e  conven tion  w as ^successful"': how ? Did a n ^ h in g  co n cre te  co m e o f  
it.s reg ard in g  o rgan iz ing  initiatives, ituerraciai organiziEig stra teg ies lo r  the  labo r 

m ovem en t, e tc  ?

11?) S tra tcg iz in g  to  solve the  N ew  O rleans w orkers" p rob lem ： ju s t w h at they  did isn 't 

c lear, as th e  liotc- in tlie  tex t also says.

120) Tails w o rk e rs  to  " th ro w  in all the ir r u is  out o f  the  boxcars1"; w hat dae$  th is  m ean?



121.)1955 U nity  C onference , N Y C ： w hy  is th is o u t o f  ch ronological o rder?  It cam e 
b e fo re  th e  1956 conflict o v e r th e  pallet b o a rd s . . .

1 %4) 4tD iana W ash ing ton^  sing： D ttiah W ashington?

A gain , w h a t resu lts , i f  any, cam e ou t or th is conference? D id /d o es  he th ink it had any 
lasting  significance?

CHAPTER ErGHT： THE TR IAL

127-28) P rin ting  th e  u n io n 's  repsonse  to  th e  w o rk e rs ' lawsuit, is confiising and  hard  to  
fo llo w ：灿 this up  in layper腿 ’s term s, quoting

T he u m o n  lost thai battle  because the  N L R B ? the  com panies, and "£governn:.ie?^t 
ag en ts ,? w an ted  th e  w o rk ers  fighting am ong them selves; w as this ju s t  his feeling, o r  does 
he have ev idence  oi' f im h e r analysis to  o fte rr'

129) teT 〇 h i nine m en split th e  union. . H o w  exactly did they  split th e  un ion? W hy w as 
h  p ro p e r  that, the p residen t k t  tiie case  go  w'〇n and on?"

G o t die NLB.B to  oversee  an e lection  i；so w e could  have a union sh o p ,'1 C larify 
'im io n  shop,"3 and how  this dift^red fto m  their p rev ious sitaution, under w hich  they  had a 
un ion  c o n irac t bu t n o t a union shop.

130} Pr:a ||||4^ JNelson: rncr-e；on 50119 b'eWil&TaditM'Hzed.?
Specific anecdo tes, beyond invoking generalities ab o u t

monoopoly capitalism?

1 3 1 )  N e ls o n ^  tria l a  cm cial m om ent fo r him: he w as " 'educated /" adn red ed ica ted  him self 
to  struggle. D escribe  p ard cu lar trial scenes, using trial tra：nscrip tf th at b ro u g h t him to  
th is  feeling, th is crisis? M d  h ow  exactly  did ills co n u ritm en t change? H o w  did it differ 
from  w hai it had been prev iously9

132) T h e  defense  a tto rn ey  w as ^good^: liow ? W hat was g o o d  abou t lum ?

A b lack  m an tes iiilec  against N elson: w hat did he say? W hat did th ese  measi to

一 ^^
union, M o re  anah/sis here? H o w  did the C old  W ar iigure  in; w ere  tliere sim ilar 
d isp o s id o n s  in o th e r  legal cases around  th e  coun try ; w hat w as th e  ro le  o f  race  to th e  
d o m esiic  R ed  Scare, and irs the  C old  W ar generally?
L33) 4-due to  m y problem s" som ebody else becam e 1st V ice P resident; w hm  problem s? 
W as he n ow  u n der subpoena  to o , o r indicted?



；：' OWMA!i iL!TTiEF： ELD

What, during  a!i of has happened to his wife and family? i think we haverrt heard 
about them since p 60 How did public and private issues itilersect m  his nte (his wife had 
b een  o r w as  an o rg an iie r  too*/1)?

CONCLUDING COMMENT

As i said a i  t h e  s t a n ,  I t h i n k  th a t a  fine and valuable bo o k  can co m e 0111 of iliis -  
p ro ject. A s L ee  and  R o b ert Allen cotit'inue to  w o rk  on  It, I th ink  th a t careful
s ttcn tio n  to  nii-ilt.crs o t 3utH〇r?3.I v〇k)©,. politics! 3.113ivsis, chiOttolo^VT LOjittxt, dfid 
expeneTMiai derail Vvi;1 pay o ff  m a co m p d iin g  and significant con tribu tion  to  h istorical I
literature. '.- I：'-：'

9



MEMO 9 / 2 6 / 9 7

To: J ill Rothenberg 

From: Robert L. A llen

Subj,: Notes regarding my role in  Lee Brown book

Aside from  organizing and editing the m aterial I am gathering from  Lee 

Brown, there are four ways in  which I could d irectly contribute to

contextualizing and providing connective m aterial for the book:

1 .  — I see m yself w riting  a general introduction to Lee Brown" a memoir, 

describing the background o f the black community in  New Orleans and the 

backgound o f the labor movement in  that city. I would also te ll the story o f

the establishment o f Local 207 and its early history, drawing upon archival

m aterial at ILW U headquarters in  San Francisco. I m ight also w rite  some 

about how I met Lee, my impressions o f him , how our relationship has 

d e ve lo p e d .

2. — I think it  also makes sense for me to w rite a b rie f (1-2 page) 

introduction to each chapter, to give the setting and context, and to weave in 

comments w ith in  each chapter, where appropriate, to clarijfy or elaborate as 

needed. For example, such comments could be valuable in  providing 

background on Paul Robeson when Lee talks about the time he spent as 

Robeson" s bodyguard; describing the conditions facing black actors in 

Hollyw ood during the period when Lee worked w ith  the Los Angeles chapter 

o f the NAACP; looking at the role o f the Communist party in  the black 

community; outlin ing the situation o f black hotel workers in  San Francisco in



the early Sixties when Lee arrived; giving background inform ation on the

B lack Panthers, Nation o f Islam, senior citizens groups and other 

organizations w tih  which Lee worked in  San Francisco. I don't see these 

comments as lengthy discussions but more like  extended footnotes or m ini­

appendices woven into the flow  o f the text to give readers the context o f 

Lee's story at each turning point.

3. — Certain chapters I would mainly w rite : for example, since Lee did not 

testify  at the HUAC hearing and Ms subsequent tria l under the Taft-H artley

law I would recount these events using the transcripts as sources. This 

would be sim ilar to the way in  which I recreated the tria l in  my book, T he  

Port Chicago M utiny, but in  a more abbreviated form. Although Lee did not

testify I think these sections could be enlivened by having Lee offer a 

running commentary on the characters and events, the kind o f things he

m ight have said as he sat watching the tria l.

4. -  A t the end o f the book we could have a dialog/interview  between

m yself and Lee about how he sees the future o f the labor movement and

race relations in  the U.S. This would be an opportunity for Lee to sum up his 

experience and for us to ta lk about the relevance o f his experience to the 

social, economic and racial conditions we face on the eve o f the 21st century.

I t  could also round out the sense of personal connection between the two o f

u s .



BOOK PROPOSAL
LEE BROWN: AFRIC八N AMERICAN L八BOR LEADER

By Lee Brown and Robert L. Allen

In J 9 5 8  Lee Brownian African American labor leader in New 

Orleans，b ecan ^  the first person to be imprisoned imH户r the anti­

communist Shortly after

heroically defying the House Un-American Activities Committee, 

Brown was brought to trial, convicted and sentenced to three years 

imprisonment at the federal penitentiary at Texarkana, Texas.

For more than 50 years Lee Brown has been at the forefront of 

the struggle for the rights of working people in this country. A self- 

educated man ("doctor of_ the—working x ia s s” is 卜⑽ he describes his 

education), Brown took part in grass-roots labor struggles on the 

waterfront of Galveston, Texas, and in railroad labor camps in 

Arizona^in the_late 1930s,—fought for in the

Hollywood_film indnstpし 1940s. and Ie_d struggles in the 打故 

hotels of San Francisco _in the 1960s and 197〇s.

Brown made history as one of the top leaders o f a militant, 

interracial union in the Deep South during the late1940s and 1950s. 

He was vice president of Local 207, Warehouse and Distribution 

Workers Union (affiliated with the International Longshoremens' 

and Warehousemens* Union) in New Orleans. Also a member of the 

Communist Party, Lee Brown paid a high price for his commitment 

In 1^ Z -Jl£^ w as investigated by the HQuse_rTnAm^r?n Activities 

Committee. Brown refused to cooperate with HUAC. At the hearings 

he created a sensation when he adamantly refused to answer any 

questions until the Committee allowed him to make a statement. (He

Lee Brown Book Proposal/ Page 1



had planned to pose his own set of questions to the committee, 

including: Was Senator Eastland a member of the Ku Klux Klan?) For 

his insistence on having the right to make his own statement, Brown 

was accused o f being a defiant, arrogant witness and ejected from 

the HUAC hearing.

The following year Lee Brown was charged with violating the 

Taft-Hartley law, which prohibited union leaders from being 

members of the Communist Party. Although he had previously 

withdrawn his membership in the Communist party to meet the 

requirements of the law, he was convicted nonetheless. He became 

the first labor leader imprisoned during the McCarthyite witchhunts, 

and tie served the longest pri^p f«=*rm 〇f  any 〇f  the Taft-Hartlev 

v ictim s.

Born to a farming family in Louisiana in 1921, Lee Brown first 

joined a union at age 17 when he was working on the dry docks in 

Galveston, Texas. It was there he had his first taste o f labor conflict 

when the union called a strike in 1939 for better wages.

Later he worked on the railroads in Arizona. When a foreman 

unfairly dismissed a worker, Lee told the others: "Let's call a 

meeting. Together we should stand up for this brother." The effort 

was successful, and Lee was started on a course o f lifelong labor 

activ ism .

By World War II Lee was in Los Angeles working for RKO 

Studios and actively involved in the NAACP. He campaigned for 

better jobs for blacks in the film industry, and along the way he got 

many legendary black stars, including Lena Horne and^ Paul 

He even had a couple of bit parts in films.

Lee Brown Book Proposal/ Page 2



It was while working in Los Angeles at a warehouse that he 

joined the ILWU and became acquainted with its controversial 

leader, Harry Bridges.

After the war Lee returned to New Orleans where he got a job 

on the waterfront. He became an organizer for Local 207 of the 

packinghouse workers' union. Local 207 was known for its militancy 

and consequently disliked by the employers. With black and white 

members, its president, Andrew Nelson, was black — a situation 

virtually unheard of in the South, and especially galling to local 

authorities. Brown's fearlessness and militancy got him chosen as 

vice-president o f Local 207.

Like many other black activists at the time, he also joined the 

U.S. Communist Party. In an effort to decapitate the militant black 

leadership of Local 207, both Lee Brown and Andrew Nelson were 

indicted under the Taft-Hartley law, the National Labor Relations Act. 

Nelson was convicted, but died before being imprisoned. Brown was 

convicted and sentenced to three years imprisonment at Texarkana. 

Subsequently, other labor leaders were imprisoned under Taft- 

Hartley, but Brown’s imprisonment was the longest.

Serving time in Texas was not easy, but Lee Brown was not 

dissuaded from his politics. When he was released in 1960 he 

moved to San Francisco and joined L o c a l110 of the Hotel and 

Restaurant Workers Union at the famous Fairmont Hotel. Working 

later at the Ja^k Tarr Hotel, he became the first shop steward in any 

hotel in San Francisco. He also resumed an active role in the 

Communist Party. For more than 20 years he was a union organizer 

and a leader of the struggle against discrimination in employment for
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black workers in hotel and restaurant industry in San Francisco. 

During this period he met and married Grace Oliver, who was also a 

union activist in the hotel industry.

At one point, disillusioned by racism within the Party, Brown 

left the CP and flirted with various Black Nationalist groups, 

including the Nation of Islam. Nevertheless, his fundamental belief 

that grass-roots organizing of all people is the key to social ^hange 

eventually brought him back into the labor movement and the CP. 

Although he left the Party for good in the wake of the collapse of the 

Soviet Union and the ensuing schisms in the CPUSA, he remains 

committed to the ideals of socialism.

Since retirement, Lee Brown’s activism has not diminished. He

has thrown himself into the ^senior citizen’s__movement, working with 

such organizations as the National Council of Senior r：iH洲 ! and the 

National Caucus and Center on Black Aged, and leading 

demonstrations in Sacramento demanding more state aid for seniors.

Lee Brown's life spans the period of greatest labor activism in 

this country. Other recent black labor autobiographies, such as the 

books by Hosea Hudson and Harry Haywood, have focussed on the 

experiences of activists in the North and Southeast. Lee Brown's 

story is unique: A black labor actiYist-4fi-4h^ South? Southwest and 

the West who worked with several different labor unions_ as well as 

the NAACP and the Communist Party： an activist who paid the price 

of imprisonment < for his political principles; a Communist who lived 

to see the collapse of the socialist world but who remains committed 

to the struggle for radical change. For Lee Brown, life and the

-
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struggle for change are one and the same. As he put it: "I have 

dedicated my life in the service of poor people."

The heart of the book will be Lee Brown's engaging, gritty and 

often humorous account of his early life; his introduction to the labor 

movement; his life in Arizona, Los Angeles, and New Orleans; his trial 

and imprisonment; his life since he moved to the San Francisco Bay 

Area; his retirement activities, and his reflections on his experiences. 

There will also be an introduction (or epilog) by Robert Allen 

outlining the role of African Americans in the labor movement and 

the Communist Party (emphasizing the South and West) , and the 

impact of the Taft-Hartley law. An Appendix will include extracts 

from the HUAC hearing, FBI documents, the trial transcript, and 

newspaper accounts.

Lee Brown's memoir is an important book. It will be of interest 

to a wide audience of general readers, trade unionists, students, 

community activists and libraries.

6 / 13〇 . ,
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ROBERT L. ALLEN is co-editor of Brotherman: The Qdvssev of Black 
Men in America (Ballantine), which won an American Book Award 
for 1995. He is also author of The Port Chicago Mutiny 
(Amistad/Penguin, 1993), a book about a group of African American 
sailors who were unjustly convicted of mutiny during World War II.
Allen is Senior Editor of The Black Scholar, a national journal of Black 
Studies research. He is also a Visiting Professor of African American 
and Ethnic Studies at the University of California, Berkeley. Allen is 
author or editor o f several other books as well as scholarly and 
popular articles. A native of Atlanta, Georgia, he graduated from 
Morehouse College and he holds a Ph.D. in sociology from the 
University of California, San Francisco.
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BOOK PROPOSAL
LEE BROWN: AFRICAN AMERICAN LABOR LEADER

By Lee Brown and Robert L. Allen .

In 1958 Lee Brown, an African American labor leader in New 

Orleans, became the first person to be imprisoned under the anti­

communist provisions of the Taft-Hartley Act. Shortly after 

heroically defying the House Un-American Activities Committee, 

Brown was brought to trial, convicted and sentenced to three years 

imprisonment at the federal penitentiary at Texarkana, Texas.

For more than 50 years Lee Brown has been at the forefront of 

the struggle for the rights of working people in this country. A self- 

educated man ("doctor of the working class" is how he describes his 

education), Brown took part in grass-roots labor struggles on the 

waterfront of Galveston, Texas, and in railroad labor camps in 

Arizona in the late 1930s, fought for jobs for black actors in the 

Hollywood film industry in the 1940s, and led struggles in the great 

hotels of San Francisco in the 1960s and 1970s.

Brown made history as one of the top leaders of a militant, 

interracial union in the Deep South during the late 1940s and 1950s. 

He was vice president of Local 207, Warehouse and Distribution 

Workers' Union (affiliated with the International Longshoremens' 

and Warehouseinens, Union) in New Orleans. Also a member of the 

Communist Party, Lee Brown paid a high price for his commitment.

In 1957 he was investigated by the House UnAmerican Activities 

Committee. B^own refused to cooperate with HUAC. At the hearings 

he created a sensation when he adamantly refused to answer any 

questions 1111til the Committee allowed him to make a statement. (He
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had planned to pose his own set of questions to the committee, 

including: Was Senator Eastland a member of the Ku Klux Klan?) For 

his insistence on having the right to make his own statement, Brown

was accused of being a defiant, arrogant witness and ejected from

the HUAC hearing.

The following year Lee Brown was charged with violating the 

Taft-Hartley law, which prohibited union leaders from being

members of the Communist Party. Although he had previously 

withdrawn his membership in the Communist party to meet the 

requirements of the law, he was convicted nonetheless. He became 

the first labor leader imprisoned during the McCarthyite witchhunts, 

and he served the longest prison term of any of the Taft-Hartley 

victim s.

Born to a farming family in Louisiana in 1921, Lee Brown first

joined a union at age 17 when he was working on the dry docks in

Galveston, Texas. It was there he had his first taste of labor conflict

when the union called a strike in 1939 for better wages.

Later he worked on the railroads in Arizona. When a foreman 

unfairly dismissed a worker, Lee told the others: "Let's call a

meeting. Together we should stand up for this brother.,r The effort 

was successful, and Lee was started on a course of lifelong labor 

activism .

By World War II Lee was in Los Angeles working for RKO 

Studios and actively involved in the NAACP. He campaigned for 

better jobs for blacks in the film industry, and along the way he got 

to know many legendary black stars, including Lena Horne and Paul

Robeson. He even had a couple of bit parts in films.
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It was while working in Los Angeles at a warehouse that he

joined the ILWU and became acquainted with its controversial 

leader, Harry Bridges.

After the war Lee returned to New Orleans where he got a job 

on the waterfront. He became an organizer for Local 207 of the 

packinghouse workers' union. Local 207 was known for its militancy 

and consequently disliked by the employers. With black and white 

members, its president, Andrew Nelson, was black -  a situation 

virtually unheard of in the South, and especially galling to local 

authorities. Brown's fearlessness and militancy got him chosen as

vice-president of Local 207.

Like many other black activists at the time, he also joined the 

U.S. Communist Party. In an effort to decapitate the militant black 

leadership of Local 207, both Lee Brown and Andrew Nelson were 

indicted under the Taft-Hartley law, the National Labor Relations Act. 

Nelson was convicted, but died before being imprisoned. Brown was

convicted and sentenced to three years imprisonment at Texarkana. 

Subsequently, other labor leaders were imprisoned under Taft- 

Hartley, but Brown's imprisonment was the longest.

Serving time in Texas was not easy, but Lee Brown was not 

dissuaded from his politics. When he was released in 1960 he 

moved to San Francisco and joined L o c a l 110 of the Hotel and 

Restaurant Workers Union at the famous Fairmont Hotel. Working 

later at the J^ck Tarr Hotel, he became the first shop steward in any 

hotel in San Francisco. He also resumed an active role in the 

Communist Party. For more than 20 years he was a union organizer 

and a leader of the struggle against discrimination in employment for
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black workers in hotel and restaurant industry in San Francisco. 

During this period he met and married Grace Oliver, who was also a 

union activist in the hotel industry.

At one point, disillusioned by racism within the Party, Brown 

left the CP and flirted with various Black Nationalist groups, 

including the Nation of Islam. Nevertheless, his fundamental belief 

that grass-roots organizing of all people is the key to social change 

eventually brought him back into the labor movement and the CP. 

Although he left the Party for good in the wake of the collapse of the 

Soviet Union and the ensuing schisms in the CPUSA, he remains 

committed to the ideals of socialism.

Since retirement, Lee Brown's activism has not diminished. He 

has thrown himself into the senior citizen's movement, working with 

such organizations as the National Council of Senior Citizens and the 

National Caucus and Center on Black Aged, and leading 

demonstrations in Sacramento demanding more state aid for seniors.

Lee Brown's life spans the period of greatest labor activism in 

this country. Other recent black labor autobiographies, such as the 

books by Hosea Hudson and Harry Haywood, have focussed on the 

experiences of activists in the North and Southeast. Lee Brown's 

story is unique: A black labor activist in the South, Southwest and 

the West who worked with several different labor unions, as well as 

the NAACP and the Communist Party; an activist who paid the price 

of imprisonmentデ for his political principles; a Communist who lived 

to see the collapse of the socialist world but who remains committed 

to the struggle for radical change. For Lee Brown, life and the
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struggle for change are one and the same. As he put it: "I have 

dedicated my life in the service of poor people."

The heart of the book will be Lee Brown's engaging, gritty and 

often humorous account of his early life; his introduction to the labor 

movement; his life in Arizona, Los Angeles, and New Orleans; his trial 

and imprisonment; his life since he moved to the San Francisco Bay 

Area; his retirement activities, and his reflections on his experiences. 

There will also be an introduction (or epilog) by Robert Allen 

outlining the role of African Americans in the labor movement and 

the Communist Party (emphasizing the South and West) , and the 

impact of the Taft-Hartley law. An Appendix will include extracts 

from the HUAC hearing, FBI documents, the trial transcript, and 

newspaper accounts.

Lee Brown's memoir is an important book. It will be of interest 

to a wide audience of general readers, trade unionists, students, 

community activists and libraries.
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ROBERT L. ALLEN is co-editor of Brotherman: The Qdvssev of Black 
Men in America (Ballantine), which won an American Book Award 
for 1995. He is also author of The Port Chicago Mutiny
(Amistad/Penguin，1993), a book about a group of African American
sailors who were unjustly convicted of mutiny during World War II. 
Allen is Senior Editor of The Black Scholar, a national journal of Black 
Studies research. He is also a Visiting Professor of African American 
and Ethnic Studies at the University of California, Berkeley. Allen is 
author or editor of several other books as well as scholarly and 
popular articles. A native of Atlanta, Georgia, he graduated from 
Morehouse College and he holds a Ph.D. in sociology from the 
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P  J-*î J jL ^  C LX ^ y y u - ^ t^  ^ ^ i< y i. ^ *>yO
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