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Lee Brown, acting executive secretary of the Louisiana Civil 
Rights Congress*

( Letter included.••)

Dr. Oakley Johnson was the leader of the Louisiana Branch of the 
Civil Rights Congress in New Orleans, Louisiana. I was involved in the 
Civil Rights Congress myself, and I worked with Dr. Oakley Johnson. We 
worked on a number of cases^#e ,g., Paul Wakhifeg*t©n^f OcietVu^ger, Wili±^ 
McGee, We were also involved ih the registration drive in New Orleans 
to get more Blacks registered,

I left Los Angeles in 1 9 ^  and I was also voting in Los Angeles*
I voted for Roosevelt during that time. When I came to New Orleans, I 
went to the registration office and I brought all my papers to prove I 
was a registered voter in California. A man working there gave me a form* 
It was a simple form to fill out for eligibility. They asked for* 1)

your name. 2) present address， 3》 year of* "birth, father’s.■name, _5)
mothers maiden name, 6) party affiliation^ 7) signature. I returned it 
to the registrar. He looked at it and sai<l： M I*m sorry. You didn't 
qualify." That was in the year of 19な5,

I was turned down 14 more times. And I kept askings M, I would like 
to see your rules-or regulations on what makes me eligible to become a 
registered voter in Orleans-parish,"M

Also, I was a member of the Civil Rights Congress in that period.
And I went and spoke to Dr. Johnson and consulted with him about the



3

Then he cleared the courthouse out. And, the jury returned that 
same day with "the verdict 'nct-guil/ty * • It was Jiin Crow justice or a 
legal lynching,

Wherr Oalclejr Johnson left, he asked me to act as director of the 
Louisiana Branch of the Civ^Ll Rights Congress,
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WILLIAM I- PATTERSON f̂oveiBO eT 17f lb； 52
NacionrJ Executive S-ê y

Hr* Lee B ro抑 

420 G ra v le r St*
New O rleans, s ia iia

Deal* Lee;

You have p ro 'b .ro ly  heard th a t  \?e have p ro je o te jd  a m  a re  novr z ^ lo u s ly  
p a r in g  a C h r is t阳.s h o i切ay c：n.isade to  讨 s U  Mrs. R o sa lie  I i iびaw on (か：':
Pay, L&Jeml)er 2 5 , 195S.

The v is ito ^ 'o  w i l l  come from  a l l  ®cti.orjG o f  th e  c o u n try . Hev; York, however, 
w i l l  bea-r th e  la rge r resiDonsil:；. ! ! I t y ' f o r  th e  p r e p r . r a t i02̂ 3 ravl th e  d e le ^ a t lo r i.

Tb.e p-urrjoae i s  th re e - fo ld ?  ( i 〉 To focur, aゆ,in  th e  a tte :n t4 c ；n o f  th e  r o r ld  
of  decent peopj.e on the  h o r r ib le  s it . to . t io n  in  r/iAch tri%  ̂ h e ro ic ,  in n o c o n t 
y/oracxii f i.r)rJ.{3 hoy s e l f  and he r t?o  sons v/ho d e f ended he r honor 〇rA  l i f e ； (q )
To q u ic k成 th e  t 挪r〕〇 〇f  aCti.o n  f 〇r  he r freedom  让 飞，〇叫:0 le g a l n e t Ic n  ら̂ 
ios-ss su p p o rtj (〇) To t r i i i f j  n e s t in g s  .from f r i6 r .d s  pjsd s^TDpathizevs.

TTe R e lie v e  th a t  th e  p ro g re o s iv e  South respond, h e a r t i l y  m d  r e a d i ly  to
such a C a ll ( in c  idea  t e l l y ,  th e  fo rm a l f e l l  i s  a o e a u ti^ a l t h l r ^  acd w i l l  Ido 
i a  your hands s h o r t ly )• 7e a re  rrciiiu^  c o n ta c ts  in  Kentucky, Temiosseo, 
L o u is ic n a , th e  CaTclauas, F lo r id a  ĉ nd A3.abprjas in f o r a ls ^  thoui o f  the  'oro^rraju 
a^d p la n s  ajad s o l ic i t iD ^  s u p p o rt.

V.e f e e l , 1101<evei', th&.i your .cC tive ppx>t i c i；p〇tio,Ti can h.e3.D ?5U tvra iite«3 succgss. 
Your 1111cerous co iit^ -c ts  w i l l  ''：：qv trs a re  c e r to i i i ,  doeDly BVia^at-hatic and 
h e lp fu l  in  jcaU ng th e  p r o je c t  the  xacen t program  t h a t ' i t  i s  .in essence.

We ぱ e askixig. you, therefore, to reach them i腿 ediatiely.
02ie crusade w i l l  in c lu d e  o n ly  womenf Negro and v /b ite , o f  a l l  ages.

A ll  step气 to a 的賊で . U 'm !sportDti〇n tlis r a i l  eiul to the oH
taken, 〇?he v/idast 11.1 i c i t y  w U l bo r iv e n  to  t i >.〇 tr l.o  ts a eeciirU v jospeure
and in  o rd e r to  assu re  th e  £A^vf* te o t a t te n t to r .  froro s：,T ip a th i2.0rs  v?ho cannot 
a c t iv e ly  p a r t ic ip a te *

23ae warden v / ' i l l  be n o t i f ie d  〇f  the  (juTi.nxma.3 season v i s i t ,

K ie ’xfew York p e o p le , arid those  frora o th e r  p i n t s  H orth  w i l l  a iマiv e  » t  the
r a i l  end p l a t  e a r ly  ou th o  2 4 th .
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Lee Br〇\rn ► Pa» HoveiabeT 1952

F?〇 a re  see ldns y〇̂  f ^ i / G  p f  ^ ； {  tb o s ,, y01x f G〇l  caa and ^ i l l  add 

of Uieir 加 !•决 〇〇7:8.

f v ?； I?  ^  need to  c u t,  i f  3 b e t te r  e ta x U i^  ^X th  t 〇〇
fe w ! Bew Yo；k Ww m  p r o ^ l y  have ten o r  f i f t e e n .  ^ ,e re  may oo o n , o r  two 
fro ia  th e  Vv6st Coast*

Try to  move th e  p re ss  one© you have the  C a l l»

Good lu c k r and ĉ>〇d

.ん̂|̂  ノ ノ、••

W il lia m  Pattex^soa
ti 〇K£i3- Sx.6Cutii.v© SS- ̂ ^̂ <̂y
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Lee Browa November 17,1952

We are seeking your active participation as one of the directors as well 
as sponsors. We desire you to contact all those you feel caa and ^ill add 
prestige and dignity to the erent. By tlaat we are not tlainking of the promiaeiat 
personages but of commaity people, la.'bor people, etc., who have the respect 
of their neiĝ ilDors.

A^l proposals that you may have will "be welcomed and utilized if the "bugbear 
finance permits. C2i\irch and la"b〇r and the professionals in the commuaity 
should be spoken to. ©le nmber that you secure will, of course, not be too 
largs® CSoatact all* If w© need to cut, it!s better than starting T7ith too 
£ew* 3Jew York will probably have tea or. fifteen, Siere may "be on© or two 
from th© West Coast.

Try to move the press once you have the Call.

Williaia L* Patterson 
National Executive Secretary
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CIVIL RIGHTS CONGRESS
SUITE A • 23 WEST 26th STREET • NEW YORK 10, N. Y. • MURRAY HILL 4-6640

WILLIAM L. PATTERSON 
National Executive Sec^y D ) W

February 4 , ^952 

w '\:t ブ班ほ^^

Mr. Lee Brown. 
420 Gravier St, 
Hew Orleans, La.
Dear Mr. Brown!

The new and final dates for Mr. Patterson1s 
visit to New Orleans are March 1 and 2nd. 、

Please wire your acceptance of these dates.

dp〇wa-65

your%.,

G
Aiibrey G^ssman
Hatfl Opganizational Secy



August 9 ， 1951

Mrs. L* Baily

216 Coy Street 
Hattiesburg, Mississippi

Dear Mrs. Bailey : へ .
The Louisiana Civil Right Congress has heard about you from our 

National office in New York, and we are interested in helping you 

if* w© can. « Sines our offics is in "ths Sou"th» i*t will t)6 ©：3.si6r 

for us to get in touch with you than for New York to send someone 

down from u d  north.

Now, we wairt you to send us more inf'orina'tion about; your brother»

James A. Hall, and his wife. Please answer the following questionat 

1 . What was the charge they were convicted of ? Was it murder 

robbery or rape or what ?
2 • Who was the Lawyer who defended them? When were they arrested, When 

tried t when convicted,

t  Do you have newspaDer clippings about the case, and wi；Ll you

send them to us ?
Could you, or some other relative, come to New Orleans later 

on and tell u s all about the case?

If we can get more information about the case, so we can know whether

we can help or not, we will be very glad.

Very truly yours,

Lee Brown, Acting Excutive Secretary 

Louisiana Civil Rights Congress



216 Coy \Street "" ；,
Hattiesburg^ M ississippi j

Dear-Mrs. B a i l e y : . ' ； v

Tne Louisiana C iv il Hightii (rongreds has hear 
national^ ofjtlcjB in New Y〇x# and %fe are intd: 
i f  we 輝！！ • 塔 n交e H 知 复 霪 the South
f o r  ua to torich fo r Ne*̂
down f r 6m uf north# 、* 屬 、

t  you to send lirforaartli

“  Ms 細s 

tr ia l?  When" ver^ they krrested *

brings about lih©

re la tive ,  
the case?

lee Brown, Acting Executive Secre 
louisi^na C ivil Rights "Congress


