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is untrue because there are societies in the
world where the individual is only as
important as the group from which he
comes. Check out African Religions and
Philosophy by John S. Mbiti (Doubleday,
1969).

In addition their statement is invalid
because it assumes that wrwral gain and
individual freedom are the norm in
America. As former slaves and presently
colonized we know this not to be the case.
Significant personal gain has remained
among a few super-rich families in this
country for centuries.

In short, | maintain that Poussaint and
Comer’s child rearing practices will merely
permpetuate a racist system and socialize
Black children to be better Americans
rather than strong healthy Afrikan youth
emotionally prepared to make a viable
Black nation.

Qt

Advocating Black Studies which the two
psychiatrists do throughout the text, again
poses no real threat to the system, since
the underlying values they learn will be
those of the European oppressor.

It is obvious that this text was written to
reaffirm the values of the middle class, and
indeed with its middle class attitudes and
price ($9.95) it commits a serious error.
While written for “middle income” parents,
Comer and Poussaint make constant
references to low income parents, children
and behavior. This not only gives an
unbalanced view of Blacks, but it continues
the separation of a people with European
scholarship tools and labels. Poussaint
and Comer’s traditional training in psychi-
atry is note-signored in their analysis of
problems, which, while generally not
labeled are a result of the family structure.
The Oedipal and Electra complexes (the
love of a child for the parent of the

sex which causes problems and
ion with the same sex parent) are
y resultant of the present European
lear family structure. Blacks, of course
everything the Lucopoan does, so
too have Oedipal struggles,
sitional child syndromes and the like.
le of Afrikan descent need only to look
r present and past kinship ties and
ucture to find a healthy way of

to our family members.

'€ values throughout this manual, begin-
ning with the very young child, build up a
system of thinking and bcnavmg very
similar to the European and end with the
cm)m on adolescence, where we find it
late” for our youth with questions
such as “l have a teen-age-boy who thinks
of Llurl(“o\ inned girls on,'y as a ’piece of
S How did he get such an attitude?”
the authors of this book and | concur
i a racist attitude, the values held
by this youth and his parents were not
spoken to.

Reader beware!! This text is seductively
cool in its prc::n‘louon but its advice is
counter-productive. A hint can be gained
with the si.\[@m(‘m which puts forth their
attempts to “force society to drop racist
social policies and attitudes.” The error of
this statement should be evident after more
than 100 years of struggle.

My final comments are that this book, if it
must be read, should be read with extreme
caution as it does not even accomplish
what it proposes in its earliest pages; and
that is to “prepare black children to deal
with the questions and issues of race in a
way which will be the most beneficial to
their overall emotional, social and psycho-
logical growth and deeiopm ant.”? Our
chlldren would fall short of this expectation
if the advice of this manual were followed,
for we would be bringing up anomer
generation of Blacks with oppressive
ideals, behavior and attitudes—in short
another group of well-seasoned slaves.

Nsenga Coppock

RELUCTANT
REFORMERS

—— Robert L. Allen

Washington: Howard University Press.
1974. $8.95.
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conditions L['Ial existed before, u/"ry-
thing that will exist in the fu must
levelop from a change of mucu’uon" which
now exist. Of course this very dangerous
notion subordinates race as the paramount
consideration in the oppression and libera-
tion of Black people to the concept that the
structure of society is the most important
consideration.

Aprime example of Aii::n’s 0 onception of
the race war being wage 1iNs i l’!ﬂ.o! s is
nis postulate umu racism i; ! '\: €0 I\,Jy and
that one must go beyond ideology if he is to
understand the social relations that pro-
duced the ideology. Apparently what Allen
S beyond ideology is capitalism, or
OO(JiaI;sm or feudalism, or some other kind
of ‘ism’ (as the basis of society). What we
see beyond ideology is a basic unity among
europeans; we see a european-worldview
which is synonymous to white racism,
white chauvinism, and white supremacy
that has nothing to do with capitalism or
communism, etc.

A reader equipped with an understanding of
the book’s point of view is better able to
derive something from its contents.

Chapters Il through VIl provide excellent
concrete data which pinpoints names,
dates, events, issues, and the rise and fall
of the six reform movements. This data,
along with the bibliographical sources
provided, can be valuable, if used to
examine and interpret from a point of view
consistefit with the majority interests of the
masses of Black people, to examine what
appened in these movements in terms of
the european’s use and manipulation of our
people.

“Capitalism, Racism and
ses the reform movements
ss of “historical synthesis”

1\“@@3 LIiCiﬂ in the “larger flow of
an—and world—history.” In this
tion, Allen indicates that a simple
1 of these movements is unsuit-
erstand the impact of racism and
mho. analytical framework is
other framework that he
to concludes in the final
racism and reform are a

The affinity for this kind of analysis by large
bers of defector negro intellectuals is
to the absence of the necessary

would put to rest these
n/im grationist theories which
Ar'¢ S to our destruction as a race.
th' we need is “to develop a theory of
history that will serve as a (,.on’ual thread in
the creation of the now developing, long

over due Afrikan Philosophy.”

Conrad W. Worrill

Peter H. Wood —

New York: Knopf. 1974. $10.00. ]
Peter H. Wood’s Pfoc/( Majority: Negroes In
Colonial South Carolina From 1670 Through
The Stono Rebellion is one of the Ia.esl
studies in a host of available and
forthcoming works which will even"{uaH){
lead to a re-writing of American history.
The book presents a wealth of new and old
material in a new light concerning the
African adjustment to their enslavement in
a strange and alien land. The book
demands the serious attention of young
and old Afro-American scholars precisely
because of the information it offers us
concerning the central question of our
history: How did Africans become Afro-
Americans? It discards the old models of
enslavement, which viewed slavery as
“Samboization,” the reﬁults of paternalims,
or cultural deprivation.




