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HOWARD UNIVERSITY PRESS
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H o w a r d  U n i v e r s i t y

H o w a r d  U n iv e r s it y  Pr e ss  

December 8, 2003

Dr. Robert Allen 
1034 Vallejo Street 
San Francisco, CA 94133

Dear Dr. Allen:

Would you like to donate copies o f your Howard University Press book(s) to your favorite local 
college or high school library or to a deserving educational organization at a small cost, and 
possibly receive a tax deduction to boot? Do you want copies o f your or other original editions 
of Howard University Press books to give as gifts to family, colleagues, and/or worthy charities?

 ̂ To eliminate excess inventory and make way for the Classic Editions reprints I wrote you about 
earlier this year, HUP is making an exceptional one-time offer to our authors only: Purchase 
copies o f original editions o f your HUP book(s) at a special discount from now until the end of 
the year—at a full 75% off the current retail price!

For example, a book currently listing at $14.95 would cost you only $3.75 per copy. Order 25 
copies— less than $100. Order 50— less than $200! And the cost of shipping is on us! 
Donations such as these and larger can make a considerable difference at tax time. And you 
would be helping libraries and organizations that are strapped for cash to purchase books on their 
own and that would benefit from having access to your scholarship.

Why are we doing this? HUP has for years been paying unnecessarily high warehousing costs 
due to excess inventory. We have got to stop this drain on our resources! The POD program I 
wrote you about earlier this year is just the solution. Also, the costs o f the Classic Editions will 
be considerably greater, so buy now!

This is a limited-time offer. See the attached order form for the approximate number o f copies 
available and prices. To purchase, please complete and return this form no later than December 
31，2003. After that, we will begin disposing o f the original editions to make way for the new.

We look forward to making your books available to future generations o f scholars. If you have 
any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me directly at the numbers below.

Individual tax benefit will vary and can only be determined by your tax preparer.



HOWARD UNIVERSITY PRESS BACKLIST TITLES
一 一 — ， ORDER FORM (CODE: ICA)

P R IC E S  EFFECTIVE T H R U  DEC EM BER  3 1 ,2 0 0 3 !
Billina Address: 

Name

ShiDDina Address: 

Name
Address Address

Phone Phone

SPECIAL. AUTHOR DISCOUNT SALE (WINTER 2003)
側 ■ ■

(all versions p a p erb a ck  unless n o ted  otherw ise)
Africa & Africans As Seen by Classical Writers—Joseph Harris 037-X 18 $15.95 $4.00
Africa & the Afro-American Experience—Lorra丨ne Williams 030-2 9 $14.95 $3.75
An African Victorian Feminist—Adelaide Cromwell 157-0 71 $19.95 $5.00
Black Ivory: A History of British Slavery—James Walvin 182-1 728 $21.95 $5.50
Black Writers in French—Lilyan Kesteloot 066-3 910 $21.95 $5.50
Capt. Paul CufFe's Logs & Letters (cl)~Rosalind Wiggins 183-X 528 $39.95 $10.00
Cocoa & Chaos in Ghana—Gwendolyn Mikell 153-8 196 $21.95 $s !5〇
Constitutional Options for a Democratic South Africa—Ziyad Motala 180-5 1473 $23.95 $6.00
Dramatic Vision of August Wilson—Sandra Shannon 070-1 905 $19.95 $5.00
Dynamics of the African/Afro-American Connection—Adelaide Cromwell 172-4 11 $$27.95 $6.98
Ethics, Higher Education, & Social Responsibility—Joyce Ladner and Segun 
Gbadegesin 151-1 13 $17.95 $4.50
Ethnic Image in Modem American Literature (Vol. I)~Phillip Butcher 119-8 7 $31.95 $9.50
Ethnic Image in Modem American Literature (Vol. II)~Phillip Butcher 120-1 8 $31.95 $9.50
The Forerunners: Black Poets in America—Woodie King 015-9 33 $15.95 $4.00
Historical Judgments Reconsidered—Genna McNeil and Michael Winston 173-2 102 $26.95 $6.75
If We Must Die—Junius Edwards 117-1 23 $14.95 $3.75
Imperialism & Dependency—Daniel Offiong 126-0 14 $15.95 $4.00
Ira Aldridge: The Negro Tragedian—Herbert Marshall and Mildred Stock 150-3 234 $17.95 $4.50
Jamaican Crime Scene—Bernard Headley 190-2 1450 $14.95 $3.75
The Krio of Sierra Leone—Akintola Wyse 162-7 523 $16.95 $4.25
Language & Theme (cl)—Emmanuel Obiechina 045-0 50 $28.95 $7.25
Language & Theme—Emmanuel Obiechina 064-7 5 $19.95 $5.00
Minority Presence in American Literature (Vol. I)~Phillip Butcher 061-2 15 $21.95 $5.50
Minority Presence in American Literature (Vol. II)~Phillip Butcher 100-7 21 $21.95 $5.50
Minority Vote Dilution-Chandler Davidson 156-2 109 $17.95 $4.50
Oriki of a Grasshopper—Femi Osofisan 181-3 1361 $23.95 $6.00
Pillars in Ethiopian History—Joseph Harris 009-4 19 $13.95 $3.50
Poetic Equation—Nikki Giovanni and Margaret Walker 088-4 22 $14.85 $3.75
Race Contacts & Interracial Relations—Alain Locke/Jeffrey Stewart 137-6 11 $14.95 $3.75
Reluctant Reformers—Robert Allen 002-7 758 $15.95 $4.00
Short Fiction of Charles W. Chestnutt—Sylvia Render 012-4 20 $15.95 $4.00
Singers of Daybreak—Houston Baker 017-5 117 $12.95 $3.25
Social Rituals and the Verbal Art of Zora Neale Hurston—Lynda Hill 188-0 1689 $21.95 $5.50
Soul Clap Hands & Sing—Paule Marshall 155-4 46 $21.95 $5.50
Speaking for You: The Vision of Ralph Ellison (d)—Kimberly Benston 005-1 6 $21.95 $5.50
We Paid Our Dues—A. Lynn Bolles 086-8 123 $23.95 $6.00

Subtotal $
■ ,  Tax (MD 5%; DC 5.75%; PA 6%; Philadelphia and Allegheny City 7%)

Total $

Please send all orders to:
PAYM ENT John Hopkins Fulfillment Center
□  Enclosed is my check / money order for $ c/o Howard University Press

Please charge my: 口 Visa □ American Express □ MasterCard □ Discover P.O. Box 50370 
Baltimore, MD 21211-4370

Card # Expiration Date TEL: 1-800-537-5487 or FAX: (410) 516-6998
Signature (required) www.founders.howard.edu/HUPress

http://www.founders.howard.edu/HUPress


Howard University 
Launches Its Own Press

The Nation’s First 
Black Scholarly Publisher 

Offers Its Initial List 
After Years of Preparation

Howard Hall is a good place for a pub­
lishing house. It has a certain 19th cen­
tury charm, but some very up-to-date 
things are going on inside. Somewhat lost 
among the modern buildings on the west- 

ィ. ern edge of the Howard University cam­
pus, Howard Hall was originally the 
home of General Oliver O. Howard, 
Commissioner of the post-Civil War 
Freedmen’s Bureau，who founded the I： 
university. For years, there has been talk *1 
of tearing down the old house. Its fate re­
mains in doubt even yet. But for the time 
being, it has been joyously salvaged by 
the Howard University Press, which be­
gan its publishing operations there this 
month—the first black university press in 
the nation.

Only one class was being conducted on 
the second floor, paint was peeling off the

By Susan Wagner

Howard Hall， the oldest building on the campus， 
is home to the new university press
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walls and the house had the dankness of 
age and neglect when the fledgling press 
staked out its claim. Now, two years and 
several coats of paint later, the press is 
ready to publish its first list. Seated be­
hind his desk in a corner office with a 
magnificent view of downtown Washing­
ton, executive director しhades Harris 
told PW\ uThe importance of the press is 
that we haven’t had a chance to speak for 
ourselves—to tell something about our­
selves. We will be a black press, yes. But 
we will also publish good books by non­
blacks. We hope to improve the in­
tellectual condition of the country.

Howard University was founded in 
1867 with a broad mandate to help heal 
Civil War wounds and provide some edu­
cational opportunity for a people long 
held down by the bondage of slavery. For 
most oi its existence, Howard has been 
the only publicly supported institution of 
higher education completely available for 
black students, with broad programs of 
undergraduate, graduate and profes­
sional education. The university has 
grown steadily in size and stature until 
today its 15 schools and colleges and sev­
eral specialized institutes occupy 75 acres 
on a hill overlooking Wasnington less 
than five miles from the White House.

As early as 1939, the university for­
mally recognized the need for a publish­
ing house, but there were always more 
pressing needs for available funds. When 
Dr. James E. Cheek took over as presi­
dent of Howard in 1970,； he made it 
known that establishment of a press 
would have high priority. He assigned the 
task to Dr. Andrew Billingsley, Vice- 
President for Academic Affairs. Billings­
ley, who serves as chairman of the 14-

Charles F. Harris (left), the Press's 
executive director. Below: Executive 
editor Phil Petrie (left) with J.
Saunders Reddings， chairman o f the 
Scholarly Worth Committee， and Mr. Harris

member commission that oversees opera­
tions of the press, talked Charles Harris 
into coming to Washington from Ran­
dom House in New York, where he was a 
senior editor.

“ People have said this is a bad time to 
start a university press,says Harris, a 
40-year-old native of Portsmouth, Va., 
who had spent a dozen years in publish­
ing in New York. "But ifs  always a bad 
time to start a university press. I t ’s a 
marginal business for people who like to 
take a lot of chances.”  The university 
scrounged and scraped for money to get 
the press going. It is being funded by pri­
vate funds. Contrary to the popular im­
pression, Howard was founded as a pri- 
vate institution and maintains its original 
connection with the Congregational 
Church. The federal government pro­
vides about 55% of its $ 100-million an­
nual budget. Other universities, while re- 
ceiving a far smaller percentage of their 
funds from federal agencies, actually re­
ceive more dollars from the federal gov­
ernment than Howard.

Charles Harris won’t say just what his 
budget is. But two years ago he set out to 
lay the groundwork for the press and 
build a staff which now numbers 12. A ll 
of them either have experience in New 
York publishing houses or are graduates 
of the Radcliffe publishing course. (Man­
aging editor Iris Eaton came from Amer­
ican Heritage. Business manager W il­
liam S. Mayo worked for Simon & 
Schuster, H ill &  Wang, Basic Books and 
Intext. Charles Harris spent four years at 
Doubleday in addition to Random 
House.) Money proolems delayed publi­
cation. Twice, the press applied for a 
grant from the government. Twice, it was 
turned down, "We're in a different posi­
tion in that we canH go to a printer until 
we have the money in hand,”  Harris ex­
plained. But he is also Convinced that it ’s 
better to plan carefully and present a 
well-formulated program to the public 
than to publish one or two books and go 
off half-cocked.

“ I f  you get into publishing before 
you’re ready,”  he remarked, ‘‘the system 
will break down. We wanted to wait until 
we could work together, understand the 
kind of press we wanted. We’re looking 
for a certain unity of spirit and com­
mitment. We knew that would take time 
to build.”

There is a strong desire in the black 
community to see tne press succeed. 
Well-known authors have already com­
mitted themselves to giving Howard 
books. There are a couple of big names 
on the first list—NiRki Giovanni and Im­
amu Amiri Baraka (LeRoi Jones). "This 
gives us encouragement and a feeling of 
exhilaration,^ Harris said.

The youthful staff reflects this excite­
ment and desire to break new ground, not 
to be bound by the tradition of older uni­
versity presses. The youngest editor, 
Paula uiddings, 26, a graduate of How­
ard who worked as a copy editor for

Random House before returning to 
Washington to work for the press, came 
up with the idea which resulted in How­
ard^ number one trade book this spring, 
"A  Poetic Equation: Conversations Be­
tween N ikki uiovanni and Margaret 
Walker.’’ The idea for the book came to 
her while she was attending the Univer­
sity of Ohio Writers Conference at Day- 
ton in 1972. “ Charles has young people 
making decisions,”  Paula (biddings said. 
“ Each book will be innovative in some 
way. Authors are not afraid to give us in­
novative books and ideas.
"W e Want Young People To G row"

There are no specialists on the staff. 
ifcWe want young people to grow, do dif­
ferent th in g s ,H a rris  explained. Each 
will take a hand at different kinds of 
books. Howard will publish in certain 
areas—academic, general trade,- refer­
ence and books for people interested in 
formal education. It will publish poetry, 
short stories and novels. There are some 
of each on the first list, "Many major 
publishing houses are finding it difficult 
to publish fiction,executive editor Phil 
W. Petrie commented. “ I t ’s difficult for 
all writers to get a novel published, but 
it ’s extraordinarily difficult for blacks. 
We have a duty to American letters in the 
area of belles lettres.”  Petrie, 36, is a 
Tennessean who worked as a senior edi­
tor on Morrow Paperback Editions.

Howard will reissue in a newly de­
signed edition the much-praised novel, 
‘‘Song for Mumu，”  by a young Jamai­
can, Lindsay Barrett, now living in Af- 
rica. “ Saw the House in H a ir ’ by Oliver 
Jackman is a novel about a West Indian 
from Barbados. “ The Short Fiction of 
Charles W. Chesnutt”  was editpd by Syl­
via Lyons Render, chief of the Afro- 
American section of the Library of Con­
gress, who searched old periodical litera- 
ture for unpublished works by this Re-' 
construction period writer. Chesnutt was 
one of the first American writers to 
create characters, both black and white, 
wmch do not fit racial stereotypes. Jean 
Toomer, a poet of the Harlem Renais­
sance, is represented with a volume com­
piled by Darwin T. furner, professor of 
English at the University of Iowa. "From 
the Dark Tower: Afro-American Writers 
from 1900 to 1960’’ gives an overview of 
significant black writers. The author, A r­
thur P. Davis, a Howard professor of lit­
erature, was the first author signed up by 
the press. High on the fiction list is Ba­
raka^ "The Building of the New A rk /9 
an autobiographical story about Newark, 
N.J.

In nonfiction, the press pays a post­
humous debt to the distinguished but 
long-negleeted professor of African his­
tory, William Leo Hansberry, who 
taught at Howard for 38 years. One vol­
ume of his work, ‘‘Atrican Notebook: 
Pillars in，Ethiopian History,”  will be 
published this spring. Another is sched­
uled for the fall. Reprint rights were ob-
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Howard University Press
|  At last! Here is the list of inaugural publications from the first p 

JLし ally staffed and structured academic press at a predominantly 1

its First list of publications
A Poetic Equation:

C'onwrsations 
- BetweenNikki , Giovanni

and
Margaret 
職 er

A POETIC 
EQUATION: 
Conversations ' 
between Nikki 
wovanni and 
Margaret Walker
Provocative, stimu­
lating dialogue 
between two of the 

most interesting women in America. 
ISBN 0-88258-003-5. LC 73-85494. $6.95-cloth.

HOW EUROPE 
UNDERDEVELOPED 
AFRICA
By Walter Rodney
A penetrating 
analysis of African 
and European history, 
showing how the 
present came into 
being and what the 

trends are for the near future.
ISBN 0-88258-013-2. LC 73-88973. $10.50-cloth.

CZM TITl

QUALITY

AMERICANS

QUALITY 
EDUCATION FOR 
ALL AMERICANS

m m m  By William Brazziel 
A rational, directive 
for uplifting the lives 
of millions of chil­
dren through educa­
tion. Old systems are 

analyzed, new systems are suggested. 
ISBN 0-88258-007-8. LC 73-88966. $8.95-cloth.

THE SHORT 
FICTION OF 
CHARLES W. 
CHESNUTT
Edited, with an 
Introduction by 
Sylvia Lyons Render

What made Chesnutt 
a major American 

literary figure of his time is amply ex­
hibited in these stories： fresh utilitarian 
humor and biting satire.
ISBN 0-88258-012-4. LC 73-88973. $15.00-cloth.

A1IIKKEEE!
m vraouM ii 
OF AKIA\ MIKRH l\ HIHTKRS

AIIEEEEE!
An Anthology of 
Asian-American 
Writers
Edited by Chan，

A  L. Inada, F. Chin,
S. Wong
Includes the work of 
seventeen accom­

plished Asian-American writers； 
and features strong direct language, 
and forceful characters.
ISBN 0-88258-008-6. LG 73-88968. $7.95-clolh.

R elu c la n l
n e lo r m e r s

Black'Engineers 

United States 

A  Directory

Edited by James K. Ho

BID
\UV.

VASSAL
SOAR

SONG FORMUMU 
By Lindsay Barrett 
Hailed by British 
critics as A blood- 
chilling tragedy," 
this is a lyrical story 
about a woman and 
her people, and the 
contrasts between 

rural and urban life in the Caribbean. 
ISBN 0-88258-006-X. LC 73-99065. $6.95-cloth.

RELUCTANT 
REFORMERS:
The Impact of Racism 
on American Social 
Reform Movements
By Robert Allen
A pioneering study of 
six major reform 
movements in the 

U. S., with a view toward how they were 
affected by confrontations with racism.
ISBN 0-88258-002-7. LC 73-85495. $8.95-cloth.

BLACK ENGINEERS 
IN THE
UNITED STATES- 
A DIRECTORY
Edited by James K. Ho
The most compre­
hensive, up to date 
reference book about 
Black Engineers 
ever published.

A reference library must!
ISBN 0-88258-000-0. LC 73-84956. $18.00-cloth.

BID THE 
VASSAL SOAR： 
Interpretive Essays 
on the Life 
and Poetry of 
Phillis Wheatley and 
George Moses Horton
By Merle A. Richmond
Two Black poets： 
a woman who lfved 

during the Revolutionary War and a 
man who lived through the Civil War. 
ISBN 0-88258-001-9. LC 73-85493. $8.95-cloth.

A FR O -A M ER IC A N  W RITERS 
19007D1%0 

by Arthur B Davis

FROM THE 
DARK TOWER: 
Afro-American 
writers 
1900 to 1960
By Arthur R Davis 
A significant over­
view of major black 
writers and their 
works.

ISBN 0-88258-004-3. LC 73-88969. $10.95-cloth.

Pi細
Ethiopian

History
llir U|| | 1AM |

PILLARS IN 
ETHIOPIAN 
HISTORY:
The William Leo 
Hansberry African 
History Notebook, 
Volume 1
Edited by Joseph E. 
Harris

Five absorbing essays dealing with 
focal points of Ethiopian History.
ISBN 0-88258-009-4. LC 73-88970. $8.95-cloth.

SAW THE HOUSE 
IN HALF
By Oliver Jackman
A story set in Africa 
and England, about 
a young West Indian 
journalist and his 
dealings with two 
totally different 

worlds and their people.
ISBN 0-88258-010-8. LC 73-88971. $7.95-cloth.

HOWARD UNIVERSITY PRESS Ah
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20001



BOOK REVIEW
パ ；^ . …
丹叫. 牙し/令"

© ®racism m rslorm movem611ts
By Janies S. Tinney 

AFRO Editor
Robert Allen, associate 

j editor of “The Black Scholar” 
(magazine, has done it again.

The same scholarly expose 
I of Americanistic oppression 
which was presented in the 
book BLACK AWAKENING 
IN CAPITALIST AMERICA, 

[is repeated in RELUCTANT 
REFORMERS: Thg Impact of 

lRacism on American Social 
|Reform Movements.

This, new volume, produced 
Iby Howard University Press, 
1110wever, is no repeat or mere 
■restatement of the earlier 
Ivolume. In fact, it takes a 
|wholely different bent.
W h e r e a s  B L A C K  

[AWAKENING treated the 
[black power and black 
■nationalistic movements 

Particularly, Allen now 
lirects the reader to the roles 
af blacks in various white 
[•eform movements, and the 
attitudes and actions of those

movements toward black 
people.

What he shows is that 
reformists, despite their good 
intentions, are hardly able to 
overcome the racism inherent 
in American society.

These social movements 
•attract representatives from 
all the various strata and 
subgroupings of the dominant 
group, and consequently in­
dividuals , bring with - them 
these same prejudices, in­
jecting them into the 
movements bodily.

Sooner or later, in almost 
every instance, racism rears 
its ugly head.

What is more, the 
movements them selves— 
representing as they do the 
tactic of change “ from 
within"—are organically
connected with dominant 
American institutions.

As such, they inevitably 
succumb to the racist 
dynamics at work in thê

large» structure.
The specially problematic 

pnosition of the black reformer 
. also portrayed carefully by 
A l l e n . .

Blacks in these movements 
did not and do not have access 
to the real levers of power. 
"Hence, black reformers were 
compelled to function solely in 
the ideological sphere.'*

Further, Alien asserts, since 
they were representatives of 
only the minority middle- 
class, they could easily be ^co- 
opted, isolated, or repressed 
by whites.^

One .might assume that this 
recognition by Allen might 
lead to a summary dismissal 
of many of these black 
reformists.

On the contrary, the writer 
utilizes his vantage point to 
show the reader a side of the 
reform movements—and of 
the blacks within them—that 
is ■ tendered with

derstanding.
After all, it is the ultimate 

contradiction of everything 
connected with capitalist and 
racist systems which must 
finally be dealt with.

And deal with it, Allen does. 
This book is especially 
valuable for the careful way in 
which is presented the dif­
ference between biological 
and cultural racism, mer­
cantile capitalism and in­
dustrial capitalism, and the 
delineation of the three 
periods of white racist 
ideology.

“Ultimately,” s吁 s Allen, 
uthe attack on racism must 
become a struggle with the 
bourgeois social order itself.M

Another  d i s t i n c t i v e  
characteristic of RELUC­
TANT REFORMERS is the 
a(it!iorrs considered portrayal 
of men such as Booker T. 
Washington, Garvey, and 
DuBois.

un- Elements of wider struggles

than the customary (ac- 
comodationism, separatism, 
Pan-Africanism) are set forth.

True enough, there are 
minor shortcomings in the 
book.

Why was the prohibition- 
tem perance movement  
overlooked? This reviewer 
would liked to have seen more 
modern extensions of some 
reform movements con­
sidered; e.g., womerrs lib, 
and possible connections with 
the suffrage movement； the 
role of the new Coalition of 
Black Trade Unionists, and 
similar sets; and of course, 
the gay lib and ecological 
movements.

Admittedly, some of these 
are so much newer than others 
the book describes, that they 
might better fit into a sub­
sequent volume. One hopes for 
as much.

One real shortcoming, 
however, it seems, is the little 
attention and credit given to

A. Philip Randolph in the 
chapter on organized labor.

Surely he was a far greater 
figure than the space given 
him here would allow.

And at this particular 
juncture of our.histoy, not all 
readers will be completely 
satisfied with the supposed 
differences between socialism 
and cultural nationalism.

But then, these criticisms 
are mere discussions on what 
might have been.

The truth is that what has 
been accomplished in this 
book is of sufficient magnitude 
that such criticisms pale into 
insignificance.

The last two chapters alone 
are worth the price.

And as Alien so deftly 
d e m o n s t r a t e s ,  r e f o r m 
movements muct alter their 
conception of the “task at 
hand."

What is really needed is not 
reform, but revolutionary 
social transformation.

FROM: WASHINGTON (D.C.) AFRO-AMERICAN 
August 3 1 , 1 9 7 4  '
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By James S. T in n ^  
AFRO Editor

 ̂ Robert Alien, associate 
editor of **The Black Scholar0 

gm agazine, has done it again. 
^ The same scholarly expose 

^ iof Americanistic oj^ression 
v j  which was presented in the 

|  book BLACK AWAKENING 
1IN CAPITALIST AMERICA, 
|is  repeated in RELUCTANT 

^REFORMERS: The Impact of 
rRacism 0գ American Social 

^Reform Movements.
 ̂  ̂ This, new volume, produced 

jby Howard University Press, 
^however, is no repeat or mere 
Irestatement of the earlier 

^volume. In fact, it takes a
jwholely different bent, 
i W h e r e a s  B L A C K  
^AWAKENING treated the 
jblack power and black 
hationalistic movements 
jparticularly, Allen now 
jlirects the reader to the roles 
of blacks in various whitp 
reform movements, and the 
attitudes and actions of those /

black
'幸K .'。

movements toward 
.people ンぜ：

What he shows is that 
reformists, despite their good 
intentions, are hardly able to 
overcome the racism inherent 
in American society.

These social movements 
•attract representatives from 
all the various strata and 
subgroupings of the dominant 
group, and consequently in­
dividuals , bring with - them 
these same prejudices, in­
jecting them into the 
movements bodily.

Sooner or later, in almost 
every instance, racism rears 
its ugly head.

What is more, the 
movements them selves一  

representing as they do the 
tactic of change “ from, 
within”一are . .organically, 
connected with dominant 
American institutions.

As such, they inevitably 
succumb to the racist 
dynamics at work in the-

large* 3tructure.
The specially ]Mr〇bleroatic 

oosition of the black reformer 
. i$ also portrayed carefully by 
Allen. ,.

B l^ k s in these movements 
did ip t and do not bave access 
to the real levers of power. 
“Hence, black reformers were 
compelled to function solely in 
the ideological sphere.1*

Further, Allen asserts, since 
they were representatives of 
only the minority middle- 
class, they could easily be •*〇〇- 
opted, isolated, or repressed 
by whites.^

One might assume that this 
recognition by Allen might 
lead to a summary dismissal 
0̂  many of these black 
reformists.

On the contrary, the writer 
utilizes his vantage point to 
show the reader a side of the 
reform movements—and of 
the blacks within them—that 
is tendered with un­

derstanding. . v ， 
After all, it is the ultimate 

contradiction of evefything 
connected with capitalist and 
racist systems which must 
finally be dealt with.

And deal with it, Allen does. 
This book is especially 
valuable for the careful way in 
which is presented the dif­
ference between biological 
and cultural racism, mer­
cantile capitalism and in­
dustrial capitalism, and the 
delineation of the three 
periods of white racist 
ideology.

MUltUnately,M says Allen, 
<4the attack on racism must 
become a struggle with the 
bourgeois social order itself.” 

Another  ■ d i s t i n c t i v e  
characteristic of RELUC­
TANT REFORMERS is the 
authors considered portrayal 
of men such as Booker T. 
Washington, Garvey, and 
DuBois.

Elements of wider struggles

than the customary (ac^ 
comodationism, separatism, 
Pan-Africanism) are set forth.

True enough, there are 
minor shortcomings in the 
book. ?

Why was the prohibition- 
tem perance movement  
overlooked? This reviewer 
would liked to have seen more 
modern extensions of some 
reform movements con­
sidered;, e.g.， women’s lib, 
and possible connections with 
the suffrage movement； the 
role of the new Coalition of 
Black Trade Ifeionists, and 
similar sets； and of course, 
the gay lib and ecological 
movements.

Admittedly, some of these 
are so much newer than others 
the book describes, that they 
might better fit into a sub­
sequent volume. One hopes for 
as much.

One real shortcoming, 
however, it seems, is the little 
attention and credit given to

A. Philip Randolph in the 
chapter on organized labor.

Surely he was a far greater 
figure than the space given 
him here would allow.*

And at this particular 
juncture of our. histoy, not all 
readers will be completely 
satisfied with the supposed 
differences between socialism 
and cultural nationalism.

But then, these criticisms 
are mere discussions on what 
might have been.

The truth is that what has 
been accomplished in this 
book is of sufficient magnitude 
that such criticisms pale into 
insignificance.

The last two chapters alone 
are worth the price.

And as Allen so deftly 
d e m o n s t r a t e s ,  r e f o r m 
movements muct alter their 
conception of the "task at 
hand.”

What is really needed is not 
reform, but revolutionary 
social transformation.

I

FROM: WASHINGTON (D.C.) AFRO-AMERICAN 
^August 3 1 , 1 9 7 4  '
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Bro. R o b e r t  A l l e n  
TH E  B L A C K  S C H O L A R  
B o x  908 (2658 Bri d g e w a y )
S a u s a l i t o ,  C a l i f o r n i a

D e a r  B r o t h e r  Bob:

E n c l o s e d  f i n d  a c o p y  of the c r i t i q u e  of y o u r  m a n u s c r i p t  t h a t  B i l l  
a n d  I d i d  for H o w a r d  U n i v e r s i t y  Press. I' d  b e e n  p l a n n i n g  to g e t  it 
o f f  to y o u  gooner, b u t  w e ' v e  b e e n  a g o n i z i n g  q u i t e  a b i t  o v e r  w h e t h e r  
o r  n o t  i t  t o  y o u  in th i s  f o r m  w a s  p e r m i s s i b l e  s i n c e  t h e s e
t h i n g s  are u s u a l l y  d o n e  for p u b l i s h e r ' s  e y e s  o n l y . ェ a l s o  g a v e  s o m e  
c o n s i d e r a七ion t o  t a k i n g  o u t  s o m e  o f  t h e  h a r s h e r  (though candid) s o u n d ­
ing c r i t i c i s m ,  but'^the e n d , w e  d e c i d e d  to s e n d  it as i s r s i n c e , (1) 
w e  felt y o u  s h o u l d  g e t  o u r  m o s t  c a n d i d  r e s p o n s e  an d  (2) as B i l l  s a y s , 
y o u  t a k e  c r i t i c i s m  b e t t e r  t h a n  h e  does! I h o p e  y o u  w i l l  f o r g i v e  us 
for s o u n d i n g  so b r u s q u e .  B u t  I a l s o  h o p e  y o u  w i l l  t a k e  t h e  c r i t i c i s m s  
to  heart. ( a n d  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w e  had) a n d  p r e s s  th i s  w o r k  f o r w a r d  to 
t h e  n e x t , h i g h e r  l e v e l . As n o t e d , v e r y  few p e o p l e  ( i n c l u d i n g  V i n cent) 
are w o r k i n g  f r o m  y o u r  a n g l e  of v i s i o n .  P u r s u i n g  th i s  line of i n q u i r y  
is a m o s t  important, s t e p  in d e t e r m i n i n g  o u r  prospects for the f u t u r e .
So I/we do h o p e  y o u  w i l l  r e t u r n  to g r a p p l i n g  w i t h  the d a t a  a n d  d e v e l o p  
t h a t  d e e p e r  l e v e l  of a n a l y s i s  t h a t  I f e e l  y o u  are n o w  p r e p a r e d  to 

p r o d u c e .  Be s t r o n g , T a k e  c a r e .

In t h e  S t r u g g l e ,

H o w a r d .D o d s o n

H D / c m  

e n d .

'iil 0 0 (jk ^
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J U  CL ^

a ^y \j

/ f  4^

INSTITUTE BOARD； Walter F. Anderson, Margaret Walker Alexander, Lerone Bennett, Robert Browne, John 
Henrik Clarkef Dorothy Cotton, Ossie Davis, St. Clair Drake, Katherine Dunham, Tobe Johnson, Julius Lester, 
Jesse Noel, Rene Piquion. Bernice Rcagon, William Strickland, Councill Taylor, E. U. Essien-Udom, C, T, Vivian, 
Charles White (Partial Lilting)
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August 2 0 , 1974
Mr. Howard Dodson 
Institute of the Black World 87 Chestnut St., S.W. 
Atlanta, Ga. 30314

Dear Howard,

d〇n 〇kK mifch for s e n d i n g  m e  the c r i t i q u e

thTt t L  H〇W3rd Univ* Press- I felthat the criticisms were very solid. Paula
t ? i P a Sミed lS〇m? them: a l o n g to m e  and, 
a l t h o u g h  no m a j o r  r e w r i t i n g  of the e n t i r e
ms s .  w a s  done, r e v i s i o n s  w e r e  m a d e  in a n

B ^ n o w  t〇 t a ^ 6 f ^ e, c r i t i c i s m s into account. 
B y  n o w  y o u  s h o u l d  have r e c e i v e d  c o p i e s  of

t h L k L〇f  i ? ! o d u c t * Let 1116 k n o w  w h a t  y o u

Keep me posted on prospects for exchansina mailing lists, and the progress of the conference idea. ^
Regards firom cvciryonc 1161re •
Fraternally,

Robert Mien
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Ms. Iris Eaton 
Howard University Press 
2400 Sixth Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C . 20001

Dear M s , Eaton:

i-am sorry to have taken so long on Bob A l i e n s  manuscript' 
but the press of Institute business has been a constant 
intervention.  ̂ As I mentioned to you over the phone, Bob is 
a personal friend so I asked a colleague here at IBW also 
to read the mss. as a kind of independent check 〇£ my impres­
sions . That methodology slowed the process somewhat but* it 
had the virtue 〇£ relaxing some of my subjective concerns 
about reviewing the work of a friend. After reading the 
mss. my very strong inclination is to write a detailed, almost 
page by page, critique suggesting different approaches and 
interpretations of mucli of the material. Such a response, 
however, would turn out to be a mini-book in its own right 
and is a time luxury, unfortunately，i cannot afford. Thus 
this report will be briefer than I should like but as respon­
sible as I can make it.

I. On the Significance of the author and subject:
In my offic© at this moment is a book entitled Black AiiiGricaiis 
3.11 d. Whit© Ra.ci.sniz Theory and Research. It was~pilU 1 ish.6d i n
Iy70 as a r e a d e r ~ n  racism and is based primarily on 1964-1967 
reprints from Th6 American Sociologica.1 Rcvicv/. It contains 
pieces on MConnoTations of kacial Concepts a M  Color Names,” 
Characteristics of Negro Motners in Single-Headed Households,n 

.Learning Pat"teriis in the Disadvantaged，，’ etc • In my opinion it 
is an abysmally retrograde work but its significance is that it 
illustrates how the current topicality of Mrac.ismn has attracted 
all manner of "experts". out of the woodwork. fHF fact of the
matter is that much of the existing work is quite confused since 
racism is defined differently by different persons in general 

and by blacks and whites in particular.. Most white scholars, 
for instance, tioat. racism aimost exclusively as a., psycholocri-
ca 1 -nroh 1 T h n c  Wi -n t-h-r〇T> 了 WUTTTG rnrcr> n ___
Frederickson»s THE BLACK IMAGE IN THE WIITE MIND, and，Joel Kovel 
WHIxE RPiLlSMr ̂ A PSYCHO-HIS1ORY. Some touch upon what is usu­
ally called "institutional racisni'% but the basic white approach 
is an exploration 〇£ attitudes and ideology. A very f e w / l i k e

INSTITUTE BOARD: Walter F, Anderson, Margaret Walker Alexander, I^rone Sennett. Robert Browne. John 
i^ u .u m y  c ,o u u n , ussie uavjs, o t. C la ir  D ra k e . Katherine Dunham, Tobe Johnson, Julius Lester, 

.esse Noc,, Rene Piquion, Bcrnict； Reagon, William Strickiaiul, Council! Tavior, E. U. Hssien-Udom. C. T. Vivian 
Charles White (Partial Lis山ig)
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the expatriate South African Ronald Segal (THE RACE WAR), see the 
problem as an historical world-wide politico-cultural clash between

^rom deficiency is the need for new analysis for
have o?ly the dimmest understanding of the true dimensions

of American racism. Bob's significance is that he and a very few 
otheis are a t t e m p t s -  to demystify racism and root it within the 
institutional develo-pmont 〇£ American society itself. Mary Berryfs

and White Law: A History of Constitutional Racism 
in Amer-t^a. ana the torthcoming, as~ye"t untitle'd 7 book by my col- 
league, Vincent Harding, are similar efforts. There is also a

}jistorian at B e r k e ^ ,  Gary Nash (THE GREAT FEAR: RACE 
IN THE MINi^ OF AMERICA3J will soon be publishing a new inter­
pretation of racism in the colonial period.

I would thus argue that B o b fs work is some of the most useful and 
important now under way because the questions with which he is 
grappling: the theoretical shortcomings of the black struggle 
the relation between racism and capitalism, class influences upon
SS C1芒1 や 3̂ ^6 movements， も〗?6 nature o£ black-wllite relati〇ns in 

穿.少 lack.freed〇m and American reform movements etc.，are 必‘レ 〆』
important questions in their own right which will find an 

audience for themselves irrespective of their reception within 
the discipline. I seriously doubt that the book will have any 
pronounced effect upon the discipline because Bob*s work fl]stands 
somewhere between traditional scholarship and popular history and 
(2) represents an ■ explicit anti-capitalist perspective. I also 
doubt that we v.kh： truly assess the value 〇£ Bob»s book by asking 
whether it will be accepted by academe. I prefer to ask whether 
ic ix^uminates the darkness of our sel£-understandirxg as a people 
or that is, I believe, B o b fs intention and the basis of mv own 

agonizing over his manuscript. "

II. On the Manuscript:

0ひe t|̂ e things thチt you そsk for in your guide is a brief synop-
sis o± the work. Doing so is not a de facto problem but a con- 
ceptual one especially if one proceeds' IroiTthe authorfs statement 
ot what his book is about (Introduction^pages 5-6)...n In sum

thiぞ )̂001c is a study of the ideological' impact of raci.』ii on six
social reform movements [the abolitionists, the populists, the 
progressives, the woman's rights movement and the socialists/com- 
inimists] and how racism affected [those] movements1 thinking and 
action and [contribution to change in American] social th〇l1fT̂ 1h 
ana institutions.,f The b o o k fs purpose thus defined is an examina­
tion o± the impact of white society cn white reform 1110veinents. 
tour pages earlier, h o w e v e r , r e  to 1J that~¥e~pHrpose is ~to 
study whether ''progressive whites have been a source of anti-racist 
thinking and development (sufficient) t o ...purge American society 
of racism. The question hu- thereby becomes the impact of white
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reformers on white society. The problem is compounded in the 
narrative wnich, at various points, takes up the additional 
questions 〇£ the impact of white society and white reformers on 

f fj ：t black reformers and the black movement and also the inpact of— 
ル イ ン  Black reformers ancf, movement on white society and/or v;hite re-

A formers• In the course of the document Bob speaks to all of 
questions but not in a systematic way either within the 

context 〇£ the individual chapters or within the structure of 
the total manuscript itself. Instead his loosely-defined con­
struct of racism serves as a catch-all category into vhi^h every­
thing is lumped. Lacking a clearly defined purpose and a clear­
ly defined analytical framework in which to cast his narrative ̂ 
the study becomes largely a series of chatty accountings 〇£ h u n ­
dreds of facts. It is not the kind of well-thought out study that 
is needed and which the subject deserves. I think Bob realized 
that himself when, very late in the draft (chapter VIII, pg. 3), 
he noted that the foregoing seven chapters of narrative ’’raised 
serious doubts as to the suitability 〇£ a simple comparative 
[I'd say narrative] method in attempting to understand the role 
of racism in social reform movements • He concluded that perhaps 
"some other analytic framework is needed." I fully agree. But 
it is n?t until after he came to that realization that he begins 
to outline the kind of conceptual scheme that I think could rescue 
the document and perlilaps, with a major rewriting, overcome its 
essentially eclectic nature. Paradoxically Bob ends this manu­
script where he should have started.

i that
It is only when we get to the last chapter み  we see what the 
book might have been. Here the writing is firm and flowing, the 
igeas crisp and sharp. Here Bob is on his real ground: the poli­
tical economy of racism^ writing the book he should probably have 
written in the first place: RACISM, CAPITALISM and REFORM. That 
is where his heart is and where his store of information lies.
What ̂ happened, I think, is that he set out exploring with one idea 
in mind but in the course of traveling through the da t a , picked 
up a thicketful of new ideas. In trying to incorporate these dis­
coveries within his text, he has seriously weakened his thematic 
and organizational structure leading to chapters whose time frames 
are blurred, whose continuity is tenuous and whose clarity is com­
promised . The data simply overwhelms the structure rather than 
being mastered by it.

Ill• Recommendations/Refiections:
I have never been a publisher but I would ̂ raise a few considera­
tions in the case of a book like this. Firstly whit© publishers
bi j o c IvC to レhe ing.t 1¢c"t everyday* .which 3.10 丄 丄 oir 10 ciiis uiit；.
Secondly the question Bob almost formulates: the historical role 
of white allies of the black struggle has, insofar as I know, never 
been dealt with isi a full-length study so the book would be break­
ing new ground even in its currently* flawed incarnation. Thirdly 
therや are only a small number of people working from Bob * s angle 
of vision: Harold Cruse (years ago), a radical white historian
r* ル J 〇 0 -v« /-v ハ - J T ry T' .气〜一...广 广- . . 1 ... ，， ， 一. ..  ̂ . -T—— 一 ，‘.一▲ヤ ー ー ぉ 认 ム cvax、ム レ〇 ぉ い ぢ 1 wiiu ii〇i6 n i o D a D丄v tH6
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greatest single contribution to the study cf the political economy 
of American racism and whose book M C I S M  AND CLASS STRUGGLE is 
superior to this m s s . in its more focused and probing treatment
ミミ tjie relation of white workers, liberals，and Marxists to the
black struggle in the modern period.) Fourthly, B o b fs first book*

some of . the saijie .problemぞ 。f ambiguity and associative rather
than analytical writing and it. was pretty well received despite 
its problems. So one never ki.nws what people may go for. I am 
simply suggesting from a professional standpoint that Bob decide 
whicn of these various possibilities he wishes to pursu© fi#e, 
WHITE SUPREMACY AND AMERICAN REFORM, WHITE REFOiM AND BLACK*

ヲL E，RACISM AND AMERICAN REF…、丨“ the forementioned RACISM，
CAPITALISM AND REFORM) and then organize his argument accordingly, 
ror when y o u fre not presenting any new research, it is hard to 
justify raking through familiar secondary sources unless you are 
marshalling the old evidence in new ways to give up new insights. 
ine railure to frame his argument in such a fashion is the major

manuscript. Had Bob used parts of Chapter VIII 
in his introduction and perhaps as chapter links~~then he~~would 
have^had a real structure on wnicii to Hang all 〇'£ his narrative.
So I think The Reluctant Reforiner§*jiiay very well be of interest 
1 ° thf uninl^rmed lay reader b u t T h a t  it is likely to be dismissed 
by scholars as superficial and unoriginal. That is, there is a
go” ibility of its being a commercial success and a critical
failure. Now here at IBW we have gotten into the habit of collec­
tively strengthening each otherfs work before we send it sallying 
forth to do battle in the Great Outdoors. That is what B o b ^  
book needs, some additional shoring up, and I would be happy to 
offer at a later time some detailed suggestions on how the book
might be strengthened if it is decided to take the rewrite route 

the

Aside from/^.bove however there are two questions of interpretation 
that I would also raise. I do not believe Bob can write a book of 
this kind without addressing himself to the question of the central 
role played by the black movement in influencing white reform move­
ments. That is the reason I believe that black personalities and 
movements, e.g. panafricanism, keep cropping up in a work supposedly 
C2nC?'^ne^ primarily about the role of white reformers. 011 pg. 4 
o± chapter VIII he alludes to this problem and does so again on 
page 43A of the same chapter. Yet most of his narrative does not 
rexlect this awareness. As a consequencD he gives whites credit 
for initiating activities that clearly flow out 〇£ their contact 
and relationship with blacks. For example, the title of his open­
ing chapter might have been MAbolitionism .confronts Black Mili­
tancy rather than the reverse. But we can argue the. merits 〇£ 
his approach without having t〇 reconcile 011^ が '^〇パ ”ヶ …•，了，一

Awakening in Capitalist America (N.Y.) 1969
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The other question is much more significant for it has to do with

ĥ iラ entire argument. The dilemma Bob leaves us with concerning tixe 
yhite betrayal of blacks whenever the two groups are joined topethei-
in coop©rative enterprise > and especialLy when blaclcs are participa- 
要H j  in ^ ^ 艺 6 movejTl^I1̂ s >bGC〇mes a qualitatively different question

I e.yerse ■.し】1e . historical treiTci 一 he I s  —an aly z in g .~~This new development 
makes tne dilemma Bob poshes more apparent than real. Indeed it 
borders on being anachronistic since the pattern he sets forth as 
crucial has dialsctically turned into its opposite. Fr。!！ the stand­
point of analysis, then， omitting the meaning of the modarn movemeru
pretty much undercuts his whole thesis.

Finally, as I stated in the beginning, I am going to restrii■ myself

these general observations and not comment on each m i n m e  detail
of the mss. There are a couple of things though, Paula, thr^t I 
should like to bring to your attention. I don't have the c o w  before 
me but somewhere in the mss. there is a sentence that says something 
to the effect, that all attempts to construct a theory based on race 
have tailed. It struck me when I read it as being too close to 
Gossett^s MThe Scientific Revolt against Racism,r in Racism in the 

eA states，edited by David Reimers，pg • 85 • Gosse^ttf s~original 
r e ,  a.s  ̂follows: MA11 attempts to construct any theory of history 
ox civilization upon racial theory, all attempts to describe accur­
ately the differences of character, temperament and intelligiteca 
a.m〇xig the races, have been failures,11 For safety*s sake the strJie- 
ment should be footnoted. Since it caught my eye i t fs also likely 
to catch the eye 〇£ others, I£ you decide to go with the mss. in its 
present form, then there needs to be a fuller explanation, as in 
chapter VIII, of the role and historical development of racism, 〇£ 
the author's approach to investigating certain American social reform 
movements (and why he is including some and not others.). The ration­
ale for inclusion needs to be strengthened because there are other 
movements with espoused or actual relations to blacks (such as the 
Liberty and Free Soil Parties) wliich Bob has not dealt with. Also 
one might ask why not the instances of state-sponsored reform like 
the^New Deal, the Freedmenfs Bureau, and the social welfare legis­
lation of the sixties? Wasn't their "experiment" in. changing America 
at least as valid as that of the reform groups he has selected?

The chapter on w o m e n fs rights is awkward thematically and chronologi­
cally. Should it come before the populists and progressives, be in­
corporated within the discussion 〇£ the abolitionists,as some parts 
already are, what....? It symbolizes the problem of analytical im­
precision that underlies the entire work.

If you have any further questions or if any 〇£ this is unclear please 
call. And I reiterate my offer of assistance.
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Again, my apologies for the delay.. 

Sincerely,

Wi答 ^  S血 ^

WS/fht
CC: Paula Giddings
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Summer has always been a time for thoughtru丄 debate at the Institute, and this summer 
promises to be an especially fertile one. Our activities this year will include three 
distinct though related programs: (i) a public lecture series; ^1 1 ) a six-week research 
project; and (lii) a summerfs-end symposium. All three are geared to exploring aspects 
of the present condition and future prospects of the black freedom struggle, and will 
feature Dr. Walter Rodney, professor of history at the University of Guyana, author of 
How Europe Underdeveloped Africa, and this summer^ visiting IBW research fellow.

(i) LECTmE_SERIES:^ BLACK STRUGGLE AND THE INTERNATIONAL CRISIS: TOWARDS TEE NEXT STAGE 
Brother Rodney will open the series on Wednesday, July 31st, with a lecture on the current 
status of the black freedom struggle in Africa. Vincent Harding and Bill Strickland will 
discuss the American scene on succeeding Wednesdays (August 7th and 14th, respectively), 
while Robert Hill will conclude the series on August 21st with an overview of the Carib­
bean. All lectures will be held in the Interdenominational Center auditorium, 671 Beck­
with Street, S.W., Atlanta, at 7:30 p.m. Admission is free and all are invited.

(ii) SIX-WEEK RESEARCH m 〇JECT: SOCIAL STRUCTURE AND BLACK STRUGGLE
Rodney and Strickland will also be acting as co-directors of IBW?s summer research pro­
ject. The research effort focuses on three central areas: ^l)the political economy of 
black and white America; (2) social structure and black struggle; and (3) the history of 
race relations between black and white America. In the course of the exploration, the 
project will test the applicability to the American scene of the frames of reference used 
in RodneyTs book (above) and Cabral1s Revolution in Guinea and Return to the Source. 
Harding, Hill and Lerone Bennett, Jr. will act as research consultants whi丄e a team of 
graduate research assistants will carry out the research. Lectures, discussions and papers 
will be recorded and disseminated later in the fall.

(iii) SUMMER’S-END SYMPOSIUM: 眶 皿 如  WE GO FROM HERE?
We will close out the summer with a three-day symposium that opens on August 28th and 
will run through August 30th. Lectures, panel discussions and workshops featuring 
Rodney, Strickland, Hill, Harding and a number of IBW associates will attempt to tackle 
some of the many as yet unanswered questions plaguing the black future. A•丄丄 sessions will 
be held in the ITC auditiorium in Atlanta. They will begin promptly at 7:30 p.m. each 
night and a ten dollar ($10.00) registration fee is being requested of all participants 
in the symposium. All o f  IBW's friends are invited to attend what we expect to be a very 
stimulating forum.

To register for the symposium, or for more information, please write Sister Aaisa Douglas, 
c/o IBW. We look forward to seeing you.



THE RESPONSE TO OUR FUND APPEAL
U p d a t e

Very soon after our last Report went out with a fund appeal, we began receiving small 
envelopes bearing welcome gifts. To date we have received fifty-five answers to the 
appeal, contributing over $1，000. We want to stop and warmly thank all those who took 
their time and resources to assist us with our expenses.

Many of these recent contributors were folks who had given contributions back in 1971, 
1972, and hadn't been heard from since. Those sort of chickens we like coming home to 
roost.

For those who have been intending to send something, the message is still "Please do 
contribute to IBW.n It*s never too late.
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WHAT WE CAN DO (IF WE TRY)

Nikkx Giovanni was heard to say, "Kids my age don't really know who Marv McCleod 
Betnune was," on the occasion of the commemoration of a statue of the famous black woman. 
Therefore, for kids of 31 and under, w e fd like to jot down a few facts that we should 
all hold on to about a woman who so powerfully personified black determination.

In a period of special struggle for Southern Blacks (1904-1955), Mrs. Bethune founded 
and- headed Bethune-Cookman College, the National Association of Colored Womens* Clubs, 
and the National Council of Negro Women; and was a source of inspiration to politicians, 
diplomats, black artists and scholars.

Although we doubt that Mrs. Bethune herself would have approved of the $500,000 spent 
on erecting the monument (the first to a black person and an American woman in a 
national park), we find it encouraging that the sum was raised by black people’s efforts. 
For this we praise the National Council of Negro Women and look forward to hearing of 
other such successful cooperative efforts among black people.
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EDUCATION A W  BLACK STRUGGLE AND PRISONERS

Some of our readers will remember that we offered a prisoner exchange program some 
months ago. Readers could contribute $2.80 to send a free copy of our new publica­
tion, EDUCATION AND BLACK STRUGGLEy to a black prisoner. We want to thank all those 
who sent contributions. So far we have 231 books paid for and 165 prisoners who have 
receivsd, and we 11 be using up the rest of the gift books as we add new prisoners 
to our mailing list. We would welcome any more contributions. Again, thanks.

As one of our prisoner-recipients wrote:

...J r e c e iv e d  th e  book EDUCATION AND BLACK STRUGGLE y e s te r d a y , , .A lv e c d y  th e re  a re  many 
亡/^p s  a m i 亡 亡 to pead t•亡• Which i s  to  say  七h a t th e y， j u s t  レしke  

m y s e l f  j f e e l  i t  i s  a b e a u t i fu l  book and th a t  you sh o u ld  c o n tin u e  to  -pub lish  books such  
as t h i s .  We o n ly  hope th a t  th e  b r o th e r s  and s i s t e r s  in  tine o u ts id e  w orld  w^iVt come 
i^nto c o n ta c t  wi^th such  m a t e r i a l s . , .

Again, thanks to all contributors. We look forward to other donations.
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LOOK OUT FOR AUGUST-SEPTEMBER!!

W e !d like to a丄ert.you to the coming issue of the Month丄v Report. As many of you know, 
IBW has long had relationships with b丄ack prisoners, ranging from correspondence to 
collaborating on Black Studies programs. We have always been aware of the black talent 
that lies, well guarded, behind prison bars, and have almost continually received 
poems, short stories and articles from prisoners.

Next month we will be mailing you a summer feature, instead of the usual Report, that 
will take the form of a provocative essay by a brother in the Missouri State Pen...an 
essay we Know will penetrate deep into your minds and consciences as it did into ours.
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B o o k b a a
NEW FROM THE INSTITUTE 以以失夭失

IBW AND EDUCATION FOR LIBERATION 
(formerly Ihe Challenge of Blackness)

by Lerone Bennett, Jr.
Reprinted by Third World Press and 
available from the Institute ($1.00)

Bennett, a former member of the IBW 
staff, details a new black attitude to 
work and study.

"B lackness  i-s a ohaZZenge because  -it 
r a i s e s  th e  w hole q u e s t io n  o f  v a lu e s  
and because it te lL s  u s  th a t  we m ust 
r i s e  now to  th e  l e v e l  o f  te a c h in g  t h i s  
ipvofoundty ig n o ra n t and jpvofoundZy 
si^ok s o c ie t y .  And in  o rd er  to  do th a t s 
we m u st c r e a te  a new v a t to n o d e ."

An introduction by Vincent Harding out- 
丄ines the history of the Institute.
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B O O K S  R E C E I V E D  A T  〇U R  O F FICES:

SECOND THE EMOTION 
by Richard Falani ($2.00)
P.0. Box 338, Brooklyn, N . Y . 112266

It was with deep appreciation that we 
heard that an old IBW friend, Richard 
Fulani (Dill), would be dedicating his 
new book of poetry to us, donating the 
proceeds of this edition to our organi­
zation. This , the third of the brother's 
collections, focuses on black love --- 
between man, woman, family and race.

BLACK BRITISH, WHITE BRITISH 
by Dilip Hiro
Monthly Review Press; $8.95

Those who feel that the problem of a 
growing black population (and the con­
flict that accompanies it) in cities 
is. pecu丄iarly American, should read 
this study of West Indians and Asians 
in Britain.

UPLIFT: WHAT PEOPLE THEMSELVES CAN DO 
by Washington Consulting Group 
Olympus Pub. Co..; Salt Lake City, Utah

A study of the burgeoning self-help move­
ment , the book describes over 1,000 low- 
income community projects, from food co­
operatives to health centers to craft 
Workshops, how they came about and why 
they succeeded.

REVOLUTION AND EVOLUTION IN 
THE TWENTIETH CENTURY

by James and Grace Lee Boggs 
(Monthly Review Press; $10.00)

Associates of the Institute since its 
inception, Grace and James Boggs have 
always impressed us with their constantly 
proDing analysis of racism and capitalism 
in America. Their new book examines the 
process and significance of social revolu­
tion in Russia, China, Guinea-Bissau, and 
Vietnam, as background to their views on 
the responsibilities and challenges of 
making an American Revolution. The follow­
ing quote demonstrates the Boggs* ability 
to strip away the glamour and myths of 
revolution that whites (and Blacks) have 
emDellished it with.

. .L e t  us s ta te  o a te g o v ia a lly  some o f  the  
th in g s  th a t  th e  U nited S ta te s  r e v o lu tio n  i  
the  tu e n t^ e th  cen tury  -is n o t aoing to  be 
fo r .  ( I t  七 s n o t going to  b e :)
丄 . . . . f o r  L ib erty^  E q u a lity  and F ra te rn ity . 

That was the goal o f  th e  French R evo lu- 
iyioi% in  order to  g e t  r i d  o f  feu d a lism . 

2. . . . f o r  s o c ia ^ s m  as d e fin e d  by Marx. 
Cap^ltal^sm has alveady developed produc­
t i v e  fo r c e s  to  the  jpo^nt where matev-iat 
needs can be s a t i s f i e d ,..

2. . . . f o r  c i v i l  r i g h t s . . . to  inovease 七 he 
fveeaom o f  in d iv id u a l ohoioe. Rather i t  
i s  to  in crea se  the  c o l le c t iv e  co n sc io u s­
ness o f  how to  ohoose...

4. . . . jo v  m a jo r ity  r u l e . . .C ounting noses  
cannot be the fundamenixil way fo r  d e te v -  
m-ining y o L z tio a l d ir e c t io n  or fo r  making 
ipooi.t^caL ch o ices and ]poHti,oa1 judgmen'1

5. . . . j u s t  to  g iv e  to  the  poor the  same 
r ig h ts  and p r iv i le g e s  th a t  the  v io h  hav 
h a d ...T h e  q u estio n  to  be answered by the 
vevo lu t^o n  in  an advanced country  l ik e  
tine U nited S ta te s  i s  w hether man/woman's 
wants are going to  be a llow ed to  dominat 
man/woman’s needs as human b e in g s .

6. . . . j u s t  to  have 'pojpulation o o n tvo l. The 
Chinese have th ree  tunes the  populaiyion 
o f  the U nited  S ta te s in apyroxim ate ty  
the  same avea3 and they  ave much hea lth - 
ie v  because they make soo-ia lly  conscious  
ch o ices  between what people  want and wha 
.people ne&ct.

7. . . . f o r  "Peacej Bread and Land" as i t  was 
in  R ussia in 1917. I t  -is fo r  t o ta l  ipol^l- 
t i o d t  ]powev to  make deo^isions as to  wha1 
should  be done and what shou ld  n o t be dc 
w ith  l a n d , " "



J u ly  3 l s t :  
Aug. 7 th :  
Aug. 14 th :  
Aug. 2,1st:

WALTER RODNEY 
VINCENT HARDING 
BILL STRICKLAND 
ROBERT HILL

"The C r is e s  vn A fr ic a "
"The Ct %s v s  i/n Amev^ioa"
"The C r is e s  i n  A m erica"
"The C r is i s  七n th e  C aribbean”

Summer s-End Symposium: WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?

Wed. Aug. 28 th  -  F r i .  Aug. 30 th  
Registration fee: $10.00

INTERDENOMINATIONAL THEOLOGICAL CENTER, 671 Beckwith Street, Atlanta; 7:30 p.m. 
(for all lectures and workshops)

O R D E R  B L A N K

N A M E  ___________________________________________________________________________________

A D D R E S S  _______________________________________________________________________________________

I w o u l d  like to o r d e r  co p i e s  o f  IBW A N D  E D U C A T I O N  F O R  L I B E R A T I O N

— エ e n c l o s e  $ (at $1.00 p e r  copy)
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*•- 上ミ'パW vぐ、 ゾ金1
journal bt Black Studies and Research

BOX 908 (2670 BRIDGEWAY) SAUSALITO, CALIF. 94965 * (415) 332-3152/989-3396

S e p t e m b e r  1 3 , 1 9 7 3  

Pa u l a  -- v

E n c l o s e d  is the p e r m i s s i o n s  l e t t e r  f r o m  I S R ,

I forgot to mencaon in our conversation 
that The Black Scholar would be interested 
in obtaining at unit cost possibly as many 
as 1,000 copies of the paperback edition 
of the book. We 7̂〇uld use it as a subs crip tior 
premium. When negotiations begin for a 
pb edition please bear this fact in mind and 
let ire Know how much the unit price would be.



■
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14 Charles Lane, NewYork, NY 16014 
phone (212)929-3486

Septeraber  1〇, 1973

Robert Allen 
c/o Black Scholar 
P.O* Box 908 
Sausalito, Calif. 949^5

l^ear Robert:

如 This letter is to confirm our permission fo£ you

A^JAQ pr^n t ln^a?Y ?orra you choose your article,5 
f n c a n i s m  and Socialism： Enemies or Allies?'* which' 

appeared in the October 1971 issue of the I n t e r n a t i o n a  
Revi^H* “ you reprint it in t h e " ^ i e  form 1 r

it s h o u l d  c a r r y  a p e r m i s s i o n  n o t i c e  f r o m  the I S R  t o  ノ
co^ ri^ht - however, if you .make substantial 

revisions I m sure you can simply re~d&|yright it in 
your own name without any difficulty.Pathfinder Press 
of course hasjlssued the original version as a pamphlet^ 
along wxthth^irticle by Tony Thomas. It is our M
standing that any further use you make of the article

二 十 と n〇 ミ 55r e j U d + C e  k e e p i n g  the Path^ i n d e r  P a m p h l e t  i n  ‘

go to*y〇Sy PermiSS1〇n feeS frora y〇ur f a t h e r  resale should

Best wishes#

Les Evans 
Editor

^

1



14 Charles Lane, N ew \brk, NY 10014 
phone ⑵ 2)929-3486

September 1 0 , 1073

Robert Allen 
c/o Black Scholar 
P*〇. Box 908 
Sausalito, Calif. 94965

Dear Robert：

This letter is to confirm our permission for you 
to reprint in any form you choose your article, nPan- 
Aincanisra and Socialism： Enemies or Allies?", which 
appeared in the October 1971 issue of the International^ 
Socialist R e v i e w .ェf you reprint it in t h e s a m e  form, 
it should carry a permission notice from the ISR to 
protect your copyright. However, if you .make any substaritial
revisions I'm sure you can siropiy re-c^^yright: it: in'
your own name without any difficulty. Pathfinder Press, 
of course, has issued the original version as a pamphlet 
along with th^article by Tony Thomas. It is our under­
standing that any further use you make of the article 
will not prejudice keeping the Pathfinder pamphlet in 
print. Any permission fees from yc!ur further resale shbuldl 
go to you.

Best wishes#

Les Evans 
Editor



HOWARD UWIVEMSITY PRESS
2400 SIXTH STREET, N.W.
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20001 
Telephone： (202) 636-7650

September 27,1973

Mr. Robert Allen 
1001 Sunnydale Avenue 
#1914
San Francisco, Calif. 91434 

Dear Bob:

In reviewing the contract we have found that you forgot to 
initial Clause 23. It reads as follows:

The author agrees that he has received the first 
part of his advance in clause 9 of the Random 
House contract. Howard University Press agrees 
to repay Random House this amount ($2,500.00) 
twenty-five hundred dollars - that the author 
has received.

We also note that no provision had been made in your contract 
for paperback royalty. This has been added under Clause 17 A in 
accordance with the Random House contract - 7 1 / 2  per cent Paper­
back Rights.

Will you please indicate your approval of these additions 
by signing in the space provided below. Please retain the copy 
of this letter for your records and return the original to me.

Editor

PJGrsde

Robert iLLLeri



J 400 SIXTH STREET, N.W. j^AS)/lNGT〇N, D. C. 20001 tef#^h6ne： (202) 636-7650

100 SIXTH STREET, ASj/lNGTON, D. C
ARDARD UNIVERSITY PRESS

December 14,1973

Mr. Robert Allen 
1001 Sunnydale Ave.
#1914
San Francisco, Calif. 91434

Dear Mr. Allen:

Please fill out the enclosed questionnaire 
for our marketing and promotion departments.
If possible, we would like for you to return it 
within a week after its receipt.

Sincerely,

Shirlene D. Evans 
Editorial Secretary

sde
Enclosure
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HOWARD UNIVERSITY PRESS AUTHOR，S QUESTIONNAIRE 
(Use Additional Paper Tlhere Weeded)

1 .  Name: Robert Lw Allen
2. Legal name (if different from nom de plume)

3. Residence: 1001 Sunnydale Ave# #1911¢San Francisco, Calif. 91113ム
4. Residence telephone number: Ul5 333-6^28

5. Office address: 2658 BridgewaySausalito, Ca. 9b96^
6. Office telephone number; 332-)13〇

/• Literary agent (name and address):
Ronald H〇bbs
211 East U3rd Stoeet, N,Y.C* 

8* Mother*s name: Mrs* Sadie Sine Allen

(Also attended for on© 
year eachs Universiigr of 
Vienna in Austria^ and 
Golunibia U* in NXC

b) schools and colleges

See her press questionaire*
c) special ir*^erest and/or accomplishments

15. Children (names and ages):

None



AUTHORS QUESTIOWl^AIRE 
Page 2

16. Occupation other than writing, if any (past or present):

Associate Editor, THS BIAGK SGHOIAR
Have taught at San Jose State C〇H e g e  and Mills College, 〇aM.and# 
'厂.トルvそ“〜 ベ； /一. デ 7人ぺ_ ( T i

17. Military service: Refused

18. Bibiography:

a) Scholarly books: Black Awakening in Capitalist ^-msrica

Doubleday*,1969

b) Novels:

c) Non-fiction?

d) Magazine articles:

f)

Articles in ©ie Black Scholar in Febin^ry,19725 Septeroiber,19731
f Also published in the

e) Journals:

February,19735 a〇d N〇vei±>er,1973.
エ;aternational Socialist Re^vlew*

Papers: Delivered p a p e r  entitled "Blaok Radicalism a«t the エ 此 口 〇f the...:
◦enttir;̂  to a panel at Pacific CJpast Branch meeting of tha Ainsrican 电 日 七

、 Associafeon in Fall,1970*
g) Verse (if single poems, where published):

Poem entitled uMusical Vietnaiusu published in anthologycalled 丄n a Time of ̂ evolution, edited by Walter Lpwenf.els
h) Plays (where publisHed .and produced, when and by whom):

i) Books edited:

j) Translations:

k) Television, radio or movie scripts



AUTHOR’S QUESTIONNAIRE 
Page 3

19. Awards, prizes, citations, etc. received for your writing or work in 
another field:

20* Organization membership:

23. Names of organizations, associations and other groups who would be 
interested in this book:

American Historical Association; Association for the...Sijudjrof./邳egro.^fe 
and Gultoe; American Sociological Association; Black ^dbraidains* Gauoos 
of ALA, ethnic studies departments, sociology and history departnents^. ；

24. What is your assessment of market for this book?

Should do well ora the college library circuit. Paperback version will 
sell well for college courses#

25. Names of book reviewers. Authorities in your field etc** whom you 
feel it would be advantageous to send a review copy of your booK：

American Sociological Association

22. Previous interviews (when, where, for what): 

None

Have already sent this to î aura Hurd*



AUTHOR^ QUESTIONNAIRE 
Page 4

26.

27.

28.

Previous coram—its, articles, reviews made by a critic or someone - 
prominent in your field concerning a previous work or accomplish­
ment:

My pre^vlous book was re^riewed in New Xork Times, Publishers Weekly, 
Blaik Scholar, Guardian, and many local black newspapers•

How would you write the copy to advertise your book?

Would stress that it is first book to make a general assessment of the 
impact of racism Ef 2m social reform movements* ^ill help in under­
standing present dilemma of American societsr. Book is scholarly yet 
readable. Of interest to specialists and lay audience alike*

Do you have a favorite photograph to be used on the jacket and for 
publicity?

Don曹 t want any photographs on the jacket; will supply photo for 
general publicity*



HOWARD UNIVERSITY PRESS AUTHOR^ QUESTIONNAIRE 
(Use Additional Paper Wiiere Weeded)
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c) special i^.;erest and/or accoaplislmients



16. Occupation^other than v/riting, if any (past or present):

Military service: / } / 〇 / O ^

18. Bibiographyi

a) Scholarly books,;

Hovels:

Non-1 ic ti〇 n; /-火 H  v j
«>o-f ン ，名公〆众 み "

I'iagazine articles: h rccx ss j
ブ ガ 々 ? P 々 彳 €■

e) Journals : .、

f) Paperss

g) Verse (if single poems, x m e re published):

h) Plays (where published and produced y when and by x̂ rhoia):

i) Books edited:

j) Translations s

k) Television, radio or movie scripts:
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c//^y〇Cr£：

一 ， /^ s ア胙

b)
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Possible new title:

THE RELUCTANT REFORMERS: The Impact of Racisir 
Social Reform Movements

What do you think of this, Paula?



DEDICATION

In meir-ory of my father, 
Robert L .ぶlien- Sr., 

who led me to inquire 
how things worked.



June 19,1973

Mr. Mrs.«. Eebert: Allesi 
1001 Simaydalii Avexuw, #1914 
San Francisco, CaUfomia 91434
Dear Bob and

I have enclosed scsae swaascript p^eus vitb i|im9£iinis that I feel could b% clarified. The que«tloas are oa tha
bXofi sXilp# and Xs a chisek autirk by ths p a s s竈:辟 ‘.

The major chapter î iich I felt xxeeddd atm reorganize- 
tiaa ims that on AbollticmiaBi, My suggested outlina la attached

Also, Ch^ter W  could hm deliiMtatad a little a»r« 
elearlyi If it proc«CĤ Bd like Chapter III t^lch is beautifully 
〇T̂ ss*£ssd-v •?ssryStsisg ̂sŝsXsl £̂ 2S*- Xs B®8g*sssl̂ s Cbŝ Ss-f 
it is not totalJLy cX0d^ £ts to £hi8 djL&l̂ ctiXc 〇€ whatL JLn a.pp̂ ft£̂  ̂to pe ami im &ti. Is actuaJULy vam*

I aa； also 100king forwird to receiving tls« reworked 
Suffrage Chaptar. I would like to have it by the 13th of July 
at the vary latest fflid bop«tftijLXy ©ar3U.er»

Tne saayseript is aow beiî  read by sa outsida reader 
and 1£ Shere ara ®oi*© questioas 1*11 ssssd thsas to yoa* T，对  us

to w w rd  & < le * d X ia * . © f  お  j f t i i s  .d 3 g ^ l；efced 馆 -和 ” 容̂ 9If are to adhere to thm schedals*
Sincerely,

Paula Giddings 
M i  tor ：
Ho^gard University ?res»

FG:abo

bcc: Charles Harris



Page 2 Hr* and Mrs. Eobart Allen

?•$• Fleas# 10ok over the last chapter again*
Though a  general amclusioxi is needed， it seesas to  be
a rehash of everything perviousiy stated, after the 
first fair pages. The rest of it seeas aisplaced— for 
exam ple9 it sa^ bs that particularly the part <m 
slavery and raciaa should be in the beginning of the 
book.
Bo yon think cutting it dovn axA making the last part
of chapter introduetory wmsld iaprcms H
Let ae know wbat you think.

bcc: Cliarles Harris





Female participation 
Religious
Garrison vs. Douglass, etc.
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HOWARD UNIVERSITY PRESS
2 4 0 0  SIXTH STREET, N.W.  
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20001  
Te le ph on e： (202)  6 3 6 - 7 6 5 0

May 31，1973

Mr. Robert Allen 
The Black Scholar 
P. 0. Box 908
Sausalito, California 94965 

Dear Bob:

In reference to your letter of May 29, I agree 
that an index would not only be valuable but necessary.

As for the galley proofs, I cannot tell you at 
this time when they would be available. After I have 
reviewed your revisions I would like to have your manu­
script perused by a reader with a historical background, 
if you have no objections. This is our procedure for 
books such as yours.

After your manuscript is returned, copyedited and 
indexed, then it will go to the printer who will give us 
a production schedule.

Of course, you will review the galley proofs for 
corrections and changes as soon as they are available.

As for your title I like it very much. However, 
in itself, I donTt feel it really is comprehensive or 
specific enough. What do you think of adding a subtitle 
which would give the reader more of a sense of the book? 
Something which states that it is an analysis of Blacks 
or racism in Reform Movements from Abolition to the Labor 
Movement.

I look forward to reading your revised manuscript, 
and also to meeting you ■' ■* iys.

Paula Giddings 
Editor
Howard University Press

PG:abo



Date May 31,1973

We wish to acknowledge receipt of your manuscript received

oiT May 3 1 , 1973 • e n t it le d  Revisions for_______

_______"Reluctant Reformers" _____

You will hear from us in a reasonable length of time regard­

ing our editorial decision. Thank you for sending it to us.

2400 Sixth Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20001
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Biographical information on Pamela Parker Allen

Pamela Parker Allen has taught seminars on the impact 
of racism on the woman suffrage movement with the 
Liberation School,a radical community school in San 
Francisco. She also lectures on woman suffrage and on 
the present-day women*s liberation movement. With:1 another 
activist in the women * s Xiberat ion movement she wrote 
and produced VOTBS FOR 摊 M滤 ， a half-hour video-tape 
on the woman suffrage movement, which is being distributed 
as an educational tool for women1 s studies, ^

Pamela Allen was a founder of the women*s liberation 
movement in New York City in 1967 and she is the author 
of a widely read pamphlet: FREE SPACE: A PERSPECTIVE ON 
THE SMALL GROUP IN WOMEN*S LIBERATION, In 1970 she

二 ^
United States. 5he following year she taught seminars 
on women and racism for Y#CAs in San Prancisco and Santa 
C ruz.

PamQ 工 a, Allen graduated from Carle ton College in 1965.
During her junior year she was an exchange student to 
Spe丄man College in Atlanta, Georgia. While in Atlanta 
she became active in the civil rignte movement. S h e was 
a freedom school teacher in Mississippi during the summer of 1964

In 1972 Pamela Allen was a participant on the Venceremos 

Brigade which spent 8 weeks in Cuba building houses.
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Resume: Pamela P. Allen

1973 - conqriter and co-producer of VOTES FOR WOMEN, a .half 
hour videotape documentary of the woman suffrage 
movement, Open Studio, KQED Channel 9. This video­
tape is being distributed as an educational tool for 
women's studies.

1973- taught two seminars on racism in woman suffrage movement 
at LIBERATION SCHOOL.

1972 - 1 9 7 3  - Venceremos Brigade

1970 - 1 9 7 1 - led seminars on racism at YWCAs in San Francisco, 
Marin and Santa Cruz

1970 - i奴ft helped to start Breakaway, a women*s community 
school in San Francisco. Taught seminar on racism.

1967 - helped to start women*s liberation in New York City

1964 - freedom school teacher - MBmKHAxxiikKra^isut Mississippi

1968 - 1 9 7 3  guest lecturer at classes and conferences on woman
suffrage and present-day women's liberation movement

Writings： FREE SPACE: A PERSPECTIVE ON THE SMALL GROUP IN
W0MENnS LIBERATION, Times Change Press, 1970

'Voman Suffrage: Woman*s Rights and White Supremacy,n 
KEHXK chapter in RELUCTANT REFORMERS, Howard University 
Press, 1974.

Education: BA Carleton College, 1965
exchange student Spelman College, 1964

C "The Small Group Process," NOTES FROM THE THIRD YEAR

» and RADICAL FEMINISM, r社 both edited by Ann Keedt 
and others, 1971 and 1973 respectively.



HOWARD UNIVERSITY PRESS
2 4 0 0  SIXTH STREET, N.W.
WASHINGTON,  D. C. 20001  
Te le ph o ne： (202)  6 3 6 - 7 6 5 0

May 22，1973

Mr. Robert Allen
1001 Sunnydale Avenue, #1914
San Francisco, California 91434

Dear Robert:

Thank you for your letter concerning your plans 
for your manuscript.

As for your contract it will be forthcoming. Our 
procedure here is a little different from coramercia丄 pub­
lishers •

After terms have been agreed upon, the editor draws 
up a contract proposal, which then goes before the Commission, 
the legal body or board of the Press. After it is reviewed, 
the actual contract is drawn up and will be sent to you.

Though this process requires a little more time it 
does not reflect upon the scheduling of the book itself or 
the already agreed upon terms.

As for the schedule you asked about we are hoping 
that your book will be among the first on our Fall list. 
Obviously, this means that we are working on a tight schedule.

Would it be possible for you to give us an updated 
draft by the first week in July?

I will look forward to hearing from you.

Pau丄a Giddings 
Editor
Howard University Press

PG:abo



1001 Sunnydale Ave* #1914 
Sa& Frandisco 94134 
May 2 9 , 1 9 7 3

Paula Glddings, Editor 
Howard Uiitversity Press 
2400 Sixth Street^ N*W. 
Washington» D.C, 20001

Dear Paula:

Inclosed are revisions for Chapters II, IV, VI,VII, and VIII* 
What I ha've done is to xerox pages where changes have been made 
(word or phrase changes are marked with an X in the margin).
In some cliags, whole sections or pages ha^e been rewritten*
Your suggestions in your May 8th letter were especially helpful, 
and I have tried to incorporate them Into the manuscript.
Other major changes (such as the shortening of the intro* to 
Ch« VII and changing the end of the last chapter) reprtsent€d 
an attempt to sharpen and clarify the focus of a section which 
I thought was vague or discursive and confusing. In soee 
sections this will require re-nusberlng the footnotes; X have 
marked where the copy editor should isake these changes*

We have been working on cutting Chapter V f but this work is 
not yet finished* While I am awayt Pam will continue this 
work and you should give lier any guggestjUms you may have*
We should be able to get that: chapter, and any further changes, 
to you by th€ second week of July. (I won't be back from 
China until about July 7th),

I would appreciate it if you would acknowledge receipt of this 
material. Also^ if you have any questions about th^se revisions 
or further suggestions9 please phone me before June 7th either 
at work (415 332-3130) or at home (415 333-6428).

P*S. Does your copy of the manuscript Include a Dedication page 
and a Preface? If so, they will require some cahnges* If not, 
I'll send them with the final revisions.

Best wishes

Robert Allen
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Pai^La Giddings f 代、 '、V"'.で麥， 
Howard University Press

Paula:

TWo additional matters* First, will the 
Reluctant Reformers book have sn index,
I think this is very toportant since there 
is consid«rable historical overlap between 
the varloiss chapters# A subject Index 
would greatly enhance it8 usefulness*

Secdondlyt If stick to the schedule, 
when do you think galley proofs will be 
available? X would like to review these 
ror final corrections and last-mifiutc 
ml&or changed*

Looking to hear frocs yem，

P«S* ^lso M  Interested In your opinion 
of th€ title.



HOWARD UNIVERSITY PRESS
2 4 0 0  SIXTH STREET, N.W.
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May 8,1973

Mr. Robert Allen
101 Sunnydale Avenue #914
San Francisco, California 91434

Dear Mr. Allen:

Charles Harris has given your manuscript, The 
Reluctant Reformers* to me to edit. I am very pleased 
that you are publishing with us--I fve been a "fan" of 
yours since Black Awakening in Capita丄ist America.

The Reformers I feel explores a very important, 
even seminal, subject, and it is executed well.

I do have some suggestions, however. There are 
some rather specific minor questions which I will write 
to you in detail soon.

But at this time I want to let you know of 
some general observations.

In the Abolitionist section the attitudes of 
Lincoln are not talked about in enough detail, and I do 
believe that this is an important consideration. That 
section in general seems to need a bit more organization.

Chapter IV really comes to no clear conclusion 
about Progressivism in the same manner that the others do. 
You seemed to get bogged down in the DuBois, Trotter, 
Washington debates and left the chapter rather open-ended. 
Perhaps that delineation should come nearer the beginning 
of the chapter.

I donft feel that there is a sufficient bridge 
expressed between the period from the Civil War to the 
formation of the early unions. (Chapter VI) Perhaps 
a little more historical background could provide tms.

Finally the chapter on the Womenfs Suffrage 
movement is just too long. It is almost twice the length 
of the other chapters which gives the impression that 
you felt it was that much more important. It can be cut 
down--some of it is repetitive--so that it does not throw 
the book off balance.



Robert Allen - Page 2

Let me know how you fee丄 about these suggestions. 
As I said, I * 丄丄 write you about some of the minor details 
at a 丄ater date.

Editor
Howard University Press

P G :abo
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NATHAN HARE
Publisher

ROBERT CHRISMAN May 1 5 , 1 9 7 3
Editor ノ ，
ROBERT ALLEN
Associate Editor
GLORY BEVIEN ?aula Giddings
Executive Secretary Editor

Howard University Press 
2400 Sixth Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20001

Dear Paula Giddings:

I was very pleased to receive your letter concerning The 
Reluctant Reformers manuscript. Recently I've been reviewing 
the manuscript witK an eye to strengthening it. I am sure 
that your suggestions will greatly aid this work. When I 
work on the book later this week I wilL get a better idea of 
how your suggestions can be incorporated into it. At that point 
I can make a more specific response to your ideas.

I would like it if you would let me know what kind of 
production schedule we're working on. I will be available 
most of the surrmer to work on revisions, but I ' LI be out of 
the country (possibly) for three weeks in June. A certain 
amount of work could be accoirplished before I leave, but it 
may be that socoe things must wait until July. Consequently, 
it might be useful to decide what should be done imirediately 
and what can be held until later.

A l s o , I have not yet received a contract. I talked with 
Charles Harris about a month ago and he said it would be forth- 
coining , but no word as of yet. Perhaps you could remind him 
of this matter.

I am 100King forward to receiving any further suggestions 
you may have, and to working with you on the manuscript. I 
fee 1 that criticism is extremely valuable, and I hope you will 
point out any and a n  problems that you see in the book.

Sincerely,
/ j f  J

—^  '

Robert M i e n

P.S. My correct address (home) is 1001 Sunnydale Ave. #1914, not 
101 Sunnydale #914.
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progs hZ/k2/h2

along class lines) on the on© hand^ and black capitalisia (petty bourgeois

nationalism) on the other*

ご ------ -- I
Unlike Trotter, DuBois had a great deal of eiaspathy -with the inasses.

probably because of rsd.s early schooling and teaching experiences in the Soufth* 

However, he disdained xaass leadership saying that he u could not slap 

people on the back axid j^ke friends of strangers11 nor "easily break down

an inherited reserve*n (Dusk of Daiiin, pli) Both men sought to prove, to 

blades and to the whites nith -whom they frequently* associated, that educated, 

Bdddle class blacks were the peers of educated, middle class -whites. This 

desire probably contributed to their expressed interest in social equality 

and oi-vil rights, and it certainly motivated their passionate coiandttnient 

to higher education# Unfortunately it opened a id.de chasm between them and 

the masses of poor southern Diacks who were more concerned trf.th bread

and butter issues andatagas physical sm-vival than with proving theiaselves

aa^rai equal to ifiiites*

l/?hile these ooiaments isay reveal some of the personal factors

c〇nt^*buting to the elitist thinking of the two, especially Trotter, this

is insufficient as a full explana^tion# For fiirther insights it is 
C brie〇g>tradicals1 perception 私 分

necessary to discus sXthe Asocial base to which tho addressed their

appeals攀

DuBois, in M s  autobiographical Tf?ritiiags# shed mxoh light on 

this isatter. He contended that the dictatorial power of Washington and 

the ^uskegee Machine naroused increasing opposition among Negroes, 

especially among the younger classes of educated N e g r o e s * 72)

He then went on to s^gest some specific reasons for this opposition:

nl£ter a tliae almost no Negro insitation could collect faitids without the 

rec〇]1131endation W  acquiescence of Washington# Few ̂ black\political

appointraents were mad© anywhere in the United States ivithout his coreent*

Even the careers of rising young co丄ored isen were very often determined by
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6rĴ 4t-Vi/ S iCt n^f ^Vr-v^W___ ^Bi L̂ {

^SL

ず J l  t <a/ / / 卜 w 之 厶  <> づ

‘] 二 者 し



め パ ， Chapter VII

The great orlsls m  the American political economy that cata­
pulted middle^elass reformers Into the progressive iaov©si®nt also pro-
pelied a s©gm®!rt of Americaui JLnt;8 1 1❼ctuals into leadership positions

iIn the fledgling socialist movement* The birth of i^aerican imperialism
oomblned with the growth of monopolistic concentrations in the economy 
unsettled th© Independent mlddle-olasses and professionals as nothing 
had since th® Civil War* Middle class radicals gravitated toward so­
cialism as an id® 010gy that: provided a rationale for their disaff®ctioru
However, when they turned to look for their proletarian allies they 
were disappointed* Truef & considerable numbdr of dispossessed workers
had enlisted In the pro-socialist Indu思trial Workers of the World (IWW)

十out the IWW and the Socialist party were at odds^3ue to the latter1s
courting 〇f the American Pederatlon of Labor (AFL)* Tha 13111k of organs
ized labor was to be found In the APL* but Industrial expansion and
monopoly practices gave skilled workers an advantageous position with
Increasing rewards irtilch made them deaf to socialist pleas* particularly
after World War I* Thus^ with Its potential labor lmse co-opted, aata**

I esrly / 'gonistic or indifferent tne^soolallst movement in the U.S. became largely 
an exercise for alienated Intellectiials*

Fiirtheraore* these Intellectuals entered the early Socialist 
party only to be charged with propagating a foreign ideology —  a charge 
difficult to refute In view of American socialism1s debt to European 
Marxism. This accusation set in ®otion a defensive reaotion that has 
since become characteristic of American socialist and communist groups. 
At 'times socialist r狂dioals have denied that the represents any
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t*exeaptionM to th© specific historical developmental laws of Marxism* 
and therefore the charge that Marxism is alien is beside the point*
On other oocsisions socialist; thinkers contended that Marxism must be 
^Americanized，* and made relevant to th© peculiar features of U*S* his­
tory and social realities* This da "bate remains unresolved， but it Is 
not our primary concern here. Accepting the European and Russian her 
tage of American socialism as given* the problem In the following pages 
will be to unravel the differing Influences effected by ^social democratic X  

Marxism» Leninism, Stalinism and Trotskyi日ra on American radicalism, es- 
pecially jLn the m y  these h良 affected soci致list perceptions 任nd under_ 
standings of racism.

n̂r.n a] . Marxism as an Ideology
Marxis斑*s strong and. enduring appeal to alienated intellectuals 

has prompted eonsidorable discussion• both here and abroad# A host of 
©xplanatioris have b€J©n offered to acoount for thi日 phenomenon* which 
few would den^ exists# Although In common parlanoe Intellectuals are 
usually regarded as a social group Involved In perfecting a rational 
under日tanding of the world and Its workings# yet many explanations of 
th© Marxist appeal picture intellectuals a日 a strangely irrational lot, 
fascinated by and driven to organized Marxism in response to deep-lying 
and &1斑〇3t mystical psyohologlo典1 needs• Bertram Wolfe describes Marxism 
as "a faith 池 ioh demands total dedication even to th© sacrifice of In­
dividual judgment and eonseleneet one*s life, and the lives of others#w 
He regarde the alienated Intellectual as a deeply disillusioned Indivi­
dual In search of a new truthi a true believer in the making, willing



V I I  •  3

to sacrifice personal Integrity and physical comfort for the spiritual 
certainty of blind faith* In the alienated intellectual passionate emo­
tional drives clash with detached reason^ and emotion emerges the victor* 
For Hannah Arendt the alienated intellectual is a sensitive person re- 
rulsed by the hypocrisy of botirgeols society* Confronted by the disin­
tegration of that society the helpless and despairing intellectual seeks
to "lose toy ;)031111ng with exulting in becoming an

3anonymous cog In aotlvlst mass movements of the Left or Eight.

insights^ overlook th© class role played by intellectuals and the impact 
that this has on their perception of Marxism and mass movements for

ohief scribes and thinkers, the planners and advisers to the rulers. 
Powerless in themselves and dependant on the

task of elaborating the cultural and ideological apparatus of the dom­
inant classes* But, as Lewis Feuer has suggested9 this class role posed 
a dilemma for Intellectuals* MTh® Intellectuals conceived of themselves 
as meant to rule m@n9** ^euer writes* wThat was the purport of their 
philosophical knowledge•••• The touchstone of th® rational and Just 
society from Socrates1 time on was the rule of the Intellectuals.tt

Such psyohological argumentst while doubtlessly offering soa©

among the Intellectuals were

Yet the intellectuals1 socially created will-to-rule was continually 
frustrated* resulting in disaffection* wThey were alienated as an elite 
because they felt they were entitled to rulet to supplant the business
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elite, the legal elite» the military elite* even the democratically 
ohosen elitei the workings of history seemed to have rejected their 
credentials for hegemony*1* Close to the centers of power but not 
possessing power, convinced of their own mental superiority yet con­
trolling no Independent mechanism for exerting authority, it was in­
evitable that segments of the intellectual stratma should periodically 
become alienated from the prevailing social system and then proclaim 
themselves leaders of a revolutionary struggle to Install a new order*

For alienated European Intellectuals at the turn of the cen­
tury the Marxism fjo the second International was a godsend# Here was 
a rational theory of society and social change that promised an end to 
the bourgeois society that these Intellectuals foimd so offensive#
Marxism posited the proletariat In the advanced nations as the social 
force that would overthrow the old order* but the question of leadership 
was left ambiguous, leaving the way open for intellectuals to cast them­
selves as leaders# Marx and Engels recognized this danger and reproached

C but the response was simply thai^the socialist Intellectuals for their p r e t e n s i o n s , t n ©  two ^cneor©-^
ticlans were themselves accused of th© same sin*

Under the inpact of the radicalized intelligentsia,^Marxism as a social theory was transmuted Into and blended
with Marxism as the Ideology of alienated intellectuals. The hegemony 
of the intellectuals in the new society was thereby projected as a man­
date Imposed by Marxist social science. Workers and peasants alone can­
not make the revolution, even though they are the social for〇8 Impelling 
change 9 It was argued. Left to themselves workers only develop trade 
union oonsclousness and peasants never advance beyond parochial anarchism#
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Consequently, It Is only the Mrevolutionary intellectualsM who can guide 
the class stmggXe along the proper path to socials^m.^

Herein was revealed a central problem of the early socialist 
movements* In analyzing the Internal dynamics of capitalist society 
Marxism as a social theory duly noted the、说 幽 班 名 .t e played by 
bourgeois intellectuals, and thereby c&8t0 suspicion on them. However» 
those Intellectuals who established their revolutionary credentials (l*e» 9 
accepted Marxism) were reinforced In their socially It^ierited class con­
descension and paternalism toward the lower classesi workers and peasants 
alone can do little without guidance from omnlsolent revolutionary thinkers• 
140re over, if social democratic Marxism as an intelleotiml Ideology was 
class-biased it was also race-biased* Marx had envisioned the over- 
throw of capitalism as a European phe310menon to be accomplished by the 
industrial workers of the advanced countries# He took note of the 
struggles of suppressed nationalities in Europe and Asia and he opposed 
black s l a v e t h r e a t e n e d  to degrade the white workingclass in America, 
but he never doubted the vanguard role of European industrial workers In 
the expected revolution. These views were subsequently crystallized in^ 
to rigid dogma by Western socialist Intellectuals. If colonized* non­
white peoples were considered at all they were told they would have to 
fall in line behind the leadership of whit© workers and Intellectuals 
in the West. f ^  ̂

It is understandable that modern socialist thought emerged 
first among those Intellectuals located in the very heart of world 
capitalisia. Being In the be日t position to observe the internal workings
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actions in the actual conditions of the vast majority of the human race. 

Instead they singly took the analytical tools of ^ferxism and converted these 

into a mechanical dogma to justify their orn claims to leadership. Thus,

instead of being a true revolutionary ■vanguarも they soon degenerated irrfeo

bureaucrats in the 1!loyal opposition11 in the ^xiropean countries*
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The great crisis in the American political ooonoiay 
pulted middle-class reformers Into the ^ogressive movement also pro- 
p®ll6d a segment of American InteXleotuals Into leadorship positions 
In the fledgling socialist movement. The birth of American imperlallsa
combined with the growth of monopolistic concentrations in the economy 
unsettled tho Independent middle-classes and professionals as nothing 
had since the Civil War* Middle class radicals gravitated toward so­
cialism as an Ideology that provided a rationale for their disaffection.

had enlisted in tha pro-socialist Industrial Workers of the World (IWW)f
ぐm 十

but the I而  and the Socialist party ware at odd^Hie to the latter
courting of the American Federation of Labor (AFL). The bulk of organ­
ized labor was to be found In the AFL# but industrial expansion； and 
monopoly practices gave skilled workers an advantageous position with 
Increasing rewards which made them deaf to socialiat pleas, particularly
after World War I. Thus- with its potential labor base co-opted# aata-*

e a r ly .
gonlstic or indifferent the^soclallst movement In the U.i3. became largely 
an exercise for alienated intellectuals.

P^irthermore, these Intellectuals entered the early Socialist 
party only to be charged with propagating a foreign ideology —  a charge 
dlfiTlcuX^ to rofut© In view of American socialism's d6b1j to European 

This dccusAt/lon sd't in motion & d.©f©iisiv® z*o&o1#1 0 1 1 lists 
slnoo bdoome oharacteristJlo of American socialist and 00111Biunls'b groups•
At times socialist radicals have denied that the represents any
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^©xcaption，* to the specific historical developmental laws of Marxism, 
and thearefore the charge that Marxism is alien is beside the point*
On other occasions socialist thinkers contended thAt Marxism must be 
rtAmericanlzed，， and made relevant to the peculiar features of U.S# his­
tory and social realities. This de"bate remains unresolved, but it Is 
not our primary ooncern here. Accepting the European and Russian heri­
tage of American social!sra as given# the problem in the following pages 
will be to unravel the differing Influences effected by でocial democratic X  

Marxlsm» Leninism, Stalinism and Trotskyism on American radicalism, es_ 
peclally in the way these have affected socialist perceptions and under­
standings of racism.

Marxism as an Ideology
Marxism*s strong and enduring appeal to alienated Intellectuals 

has prompted considerable discussion, both her© and abroad* A host of 
explanafcicms have besn offered to account for thi日 phenomenon* which 
few would den^ exists. Although in common parlance Intellectuals are 
usually regarded as a social group Involved 111 perfecting a rational 
understanding of the world and its working日• yet many expleumtions of 
the Marxist appeal picture intellectuals as a strangely irrational lot» 
fascinated by and driven to organized Marxism in response to deep-lying 
and almost mystical psychological needs* Bertram Wolfe describes Marxism 
as Ha faith which demands total dedication even to the sacrifice of in­
dividual Judgment and consciencet one*s life* and the lives of others.w 
He regards the alienated intellectual as a deeply disillusioned indivi­
dual In search of a new truth? a true believer In the making, willing
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to sacrifice personal integrity and physical comfort for the spiritual 
Gertaiufty of "b13111d faith* In the alienated passioiiate eao«*
tiional drives clash with detacshed reason! and ©motion emerges the viotor*
For Hannah Arendt th® alienated iirfesilectual Is si sensitive person r©_ 
vuleed by the hypocrisy of bourgeois society. Confronted by the disin­
tegration of that society tho helpless and desj^tlring intelleotual seeks 
to Mlose himselfn by joining with Mthe mob^ exulting in becoming an 
anonymous cog in activist mass movements of th© Left or Right.^

Such psychological arguments* while doubtlessly offering so咖  

Insights, overlook the class role played by Intellectuals and the impact 
that this has on their percdption of Marxism and ma日s movements for 
social change* Historically, the intellectuals in Western society have 
been the Ideological servants of those in power. They have been the 
chief scribes and thinkers, the planners and advisers to the rulers# 
Powerless In themselves and dependent on the rulers for their very 
survival* among the intellectuals were ef»®i*i£ie3[ the challenging
task of elaborating the cultural and ideological apparatus of the dom- 
inairt classes* But, as liewls F❼uer has suggested, this class role posed 
a dilemma for intellectuals• MThe Intellectuals conceived of themselves 
as meant to rule men#tt ^euer writes. 11 That was the purport of their 
philosophical knowledge.••• The touchstone of the rational and Just 
society from Socrates* time on was the rule of the Intellectuals.

the intellectuals丨日ocially created will-to_rule was continually
frustrated, resulting in disaffection. *»They were alienated as an elite 
because they felt they were entitled to rule, to supplant th® business
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©llfc0 •ノ tih® l©gal ellte# the military ell to* even tho dosioorst'tlca.lly 
chosen ©liter the workings of history seemed to have rejected their 
oredontials for h©gemony*M Close to the centers of power but aot 
possessing power, convinced of their own mental superiority yet con­
trolling no independent mechanism for exerting authority, it was in­
evitable that segments of the Intellectual stratum should periodically 
become alienated from the prevailing social system and then proclaim 
themselves leaders of a revolutionary struggle to Install a new order*

For alienated European intellectuals at the turn of the cen- 
tury the Marxism fjo the second エnternational was a godsend* Here was 
a rational theory of society and social change that promised an end to 
th© bourgeois society that these intellectuals foirnd so offensive*
Marxism posited the proletariat In the advanced nations as the social 
force that would overthrow the old orderi but the question of leadership 
was left ambiguous, leaving the way open for intellectuals to cast them- 
selves a日 leaders* Marx and Engels recognized this danger and reproached 
the socialist Intellectuals for their
tioians were themselves accused of the same sin.

Under the impact of the radicalised intelligentsia,
パ Marxism as a social theory was transmuted Into and blended

with Marxism as tho Ideology of alienated Intellectuals. The hegemony
of the intellectuals In the new society was thereby projected as a man-
date imposed by Marxist social science. Workers and peasants alone oan*»
not make the ravolution, even though they are the social force Impelling
change9 It was argued. Left to themselves workers only d8veXop trade
union consciousness and peasants never advance beyond parochial anarchism#
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Consequently, it is only the ^revolutionary intellectuals" who can guide 
th© class struggle along the proper path to soclals^m*

Herein was revealed a central problem of* fch© early socialist 
movements. In analyzing the Internal dynamics of capitallet society 
Marxism as a social theory duly noted played by
bourgeois intellectuals, and thereby caster suspicion on them# However, 
those Intellectuals who established their revolutionary credentials (l«e» 9 
accepted Marxism) were reinforced in their socially inherited olass con­
descension and paternalism toward the lower classesi workers and peasants 
alone can do little without guidance from omnisolent revolutionary thinkers• 
Moreover, if social democratic Marxism as an Intellectual ideology was 
class-biased it was also race-biased* Marx had envisioned the over­
throw of capitalism as a European phenomenon to be aooomplished by the 
industrial workers of the advanced countries* He took note of th6 j
stmiggles of suppressed nationalities in Eiirope and Asia and he opposed
black slavery»it threatened to degrade the white workingolass in America； 

but he never doubted the vanguard role of European industrial workers in 
the expected revolution. These views were subsequently crystallized in­
to rigid dogma by social^rs^lTiteTlectuals. If colonized* non­
white peoples were considered at all they were told they would have to 
fall in line behind the leadership of white workers and intellectuals

i す ''̂ ^̂

It is imderstandable that modern socialist thought emerged
first among those Intellectuals located in the very heart of world 
oapltalisa# Being in the best position to observe the internal workings
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The social democratic intellectuals failed to roo七 their thoughts and 
actions in the actual conditions of the vast majority of the human race,
エnstead they singly took the analytical tools of Marxism and converted these 
into a mechanical dogm to justify their own claims to leadership. Thus, 

instead of being a true revolirbionary vangaardj they soon degenerated into 

bureaucrats in the lfloyal opposition" In the European countries*
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of capitalism, Western intellectual critics were led t u r n to ana­
lyze Its structure and phases of development* However# the radicalized 
intellegentsia were not Immune to the influence of racism and cultural 
chauvinism — Ideological offspring of Western imperialism and this 
distorted and narrowed their perception of the problem. Modern capi­
talism was regarded as only Incidentally — * rather than intrinsically 
connected with colonialism and imperialismi consequently ♦•true11 socialism 
was regarded as possible only within the "advanced1* cultural mlleux of 
Europe and the U*S. Socialism thereby was restricted In applicability 
to th6 Industrially advanced nations as the radioaH Western intellectuals 
In effect claimed Marxism as their private ideological property and then 
used this claim to elevate themselvee to the role of guardians of th© 
ideological purlty of the socialist movements.

This whole argument exposed the social chauvinism of the 
Western intellectuals which precluded them from perceiving the relation-* 
ship between the rise of imperialism and th© encyustlng of underdevel­
opment In the colonized world, and the consequent vanguard role assumed
by national liberation struggles in the world socialist movement. Lenin1s
theses on Imperialism and national liberation* growing out of the expdr*

backwardlence of revolutionary struggle in a W»4«̂ ©»©l̂ te4)aCi multi-national coun­
try * greatly enriched socialist theory by placing the olass struggle in
an international context* For Lenin capitalism was no mere European 
phenomenon incidentally exploiting a few colonies, but a world-wide

IB BHmsystem of monopoly that had to be viewed In its totality to be understood# 
Moreover, national-racial oopression no lon«5©r could be dismissed as a
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minor side-effect of capitalism but was an intrinsic component of capi­
talist colonialism and imperialism.

Two important conclusions flowed from thlfs analysis* In the 
fir日t place• imperialist oppression tended to generate strong opposi­
tional forces in the colonized world. Summarizing L©nin, historian 
Wilson Record observed that Imperialism

led to resistance among these peoples# A national con- 
solousness emerged9 and was followed "by for
national liberation. While the capitalist countries had exp10it©d the backward areas• they had also laid 
the groundwork within them for a new bourgeois class
anxious to free itself and develop independently its 
own economic institutions. These two forces combined 
to offer increasing r®sistanc❹ to exploitation， and 
colonies sought to establish their independence at an 
opportune time. Any movement of national liberation, al­
though It might be led by the bourgeois elements within 
the countryt tended to weaken tha grip of monopoly ca­
pital isra* ̂
Lenin concluded, therefore, that it was imperative for social­

ists in the capitalist nations to support the right of oppressed nations 
to political self-determination. Otherwise socialists would find them­
selves pitted against one of the most powerful forces opposing the svray 
of monopoly capital. At the same time Lenin Insisted that socialists in 
the oppressed nations must struggle against their national bourgeoisie, 
and to maintain international proletarian solidarity. Implicit in this 
statement was the notion that socialists in the oppre日 nations must

Independent revolutionary political parties to fight for both
11national liberation and socialist revolution#

A second conclusion drawn from Lenin*s analysis m s  th© fact



that imperia丄ism laid the basis for opportunism and racism among the 
workers of the Imperialist nations. Imperialist exploitation of the 
colonized, non-white world was crucial In contributing to the growing

ー ー ' * 一 * ，，:’ *偏'8* * ンarfluence ❺<ad—o#--̂ 3̂ wtnŝ -ial分®yy—a必 序 ' ' or segments
of the white workingclass in Europe and America, beginning in the latter 
part of the 19th century. Lenin warned that imperialism thereby tends 
11 to create privileged sections. • • among the workers, and to detaoh them

12 .. ■ .爾from the broad masses of the proletariat.H He noted further that 1fas 
the result of a far-reaching colonial policy the liuropean proletariat 
has partly reached a situation where it is not; its work that maintains 
the whole of society but that of the people of the colonies who are prac. 
tioally enslaved..•• In certain countries these clrcumstancQS create the 
material and economic basis for infecting the proletariat of one country 
or another vilth colonial chauvinism.^ Thus the resulting racism and 
chauvinism among white workers were much more than mere diversionary 
tactics introduced by 0011nlving capitalists to divide the world working 
classi on the contrary» these Ideological manifestations were firmly 
grounded in the dynamics of Imperialist development. Consequentlyf 
Lenin insisted that ,!the fight against Imperialism is a sham and hum­
bug unless It is Inseparably bound up with the fight against opportunism* 

Lenin*s warnings came too late, however, to influenc© the 
ideological formation of the American Socialist party, which for many 
years was the largest and most influential socialist organization in. the
United States.


