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and bookstores and distributors, and, most difficult of all, pealing

with the US Post Office.
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Robert Chrisman was brsn in Nogales, Arizona. His family moved 
to the Bay Area in the 1950s where he became involved in the 
lively and diverse cultural scene in San Francisco. He entered UC 
Berkeley’s English department to study literature. On his own he 
discovered the works of Frederick Douglass, W.E.B. DuBois, 
Langston Hughes, Richard Wright, Robert Hayden, James Baldwin, 
Lorraine Hansberry, Vladimir Lenin, Karl Marx, Che Guevara,
Pablo Neruda, Mao Tse-tung, and the Beat Generation writers.

Robert turned to poetry as medium of expression for his vision.. 
His work gained recognition from critics and other poets, 
including Alice Walker. Alice Walker wrote of Chrisman’s poetry: 
“Revealed in this beautifully lyrical poetry is a mind’s intense 
desire to comprehend the limits of, and to break through the 
snares of essentially Euri-Tectonic orientation into the larger 
world of struggling humanity: they offer songs of fishermen, 
cotton pickers, cane cutters and coffee pickers . . . . ” Robert 
Chrisman has published two volumes of his poetry, ��	�������� 
���	�� (1981) �	�����������	�������������������������� (1
It has been said that his poetry is concerned with the issues of 
empire, both intensely personal and global. In these explorations, 
poems range from intense lyricism, to celebrations and measured 

elegy, to biting satire.

Dr, Chrisman’s other books include three major anthologies of 
writings from The Black Scholar. These are: ����������� �!���" 
#���$�� (1972), ���%&��	���	�� (1973), and ���������&�������#�� 
!���"�������	� �����"�������������'��	���������(�������	�	����� 
���������#������)*�&�	��� +	��(1993). In 2001 Chrism
with Laurence Goldstein the anthology, '�,����+� ��������� ���� 
��������� * Robert Chrisman has written scores of essays and
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