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Maceo May 
200 Lakeside Dr., #202 

Oakland, Ca 94612 
Tele: (510) 645-9070

02/08/2005

Dr. Robert Allen  
Senior Editor 
Black Scholar Magazine 
P.O. Box 2869 
Oakland, CA 94618

Dear Dr. Allen,

On behalf on Ron Armstead, I’d like to extend you an invitation to a Black History Month program offer ed by 
the Oakland Museum o f California. The event will be a symposium (with panel discussion), tided * African 
American Veterans, Voices From The Vietnam Experience”. Ron is one o f the featured panelist and we feel 
very fortunate to have his participation.

The event promises to be very exciting and we feel that it is particularly relevant in light o f the on -going war 
we’re involved in Iraq. As young soldiers trickle back home, they seem to be undergoing very similar issues and 
problems that burdened Vietnam veterans.

I’ve enclosed a brochure developed for the event, which outlines the context o f the symposium. So, please, 
join us and participate in a seminal event for the Bay area. Many discussions, seminars and conferences have 
been held about Vietnam veterans, but few have addressed the status and concerns o f the African American 
veteran o f that war.

The event is sponsored by the Oakland Museum o f California and will be held Sunday, February 20 - from 
2:00 pm until 4:00 pm, with a reception afterwards (from 4:00 pm to 5:00 pm.) The location is 10* and Oak 
Sts., Oakland CA.

Contact Information: Maceo May, Tele: (510) 645-9070
Oakland Museum, Tele: (510) 238-2200

Looking forward to seeing you there.

Maceo May
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plars of Homo sapiens, regard�
less of their time or place, shared 
characteristics of human nature 
such as the following (to name on�
ly a few): We walk on two legs; we 
have eyesight less keen than that 
of an eagle; we require vitamin C 
from an external source in order 
to avoid scurvy; we are mortal; 
we are able to use language to 
communicate with one another.

Perhaps Mr. Stern will be kind 
enough to identify and describe 
those cultures in which the peo�
ple do not walk on two legs, do 
not need vitamin C, are not mor�
tal, etc.

Bob Strouse 
San Francisco

What Ben Said
Editor. In Patricia Holt’s re�

view of “A Different Mirror: A 
History of Multicultural Ameri�
ca” by Ronald Takaki (June 13), 
Benjamin Franklin is noted as re�
ferring to the “lovely white.” This 
is early Franklin, out of context, 
and an injustice to my kinsman 
(first cousin, nine times remov�
ed).

I believe he wrote that he pre�
ferred the lovely white and red 
since he was “partial to the com�
plexion of his country for such 
kind of partiality is natural to 
mankind.” At this period he was 
outraged at a massacre of Indians 
in Pennsylvania.

Later in 1763, after visiting 
the Negro School in Philadelphia, 
he wrote, “I was on the whole 
much pleased and have conceiv�
ed a higher opinion of the natural 
capacities of the black race than I 
had ever before entertained. 
Their apprehension seems quick, 
their memory as strong and their 
docility in every re$~ ect equal to 
that of white children. You will 
wonder perhaps that I should ev�
er doubt it, and I wifi not under�
take to justify)fty prejudices, nor 
to account for then..” " jtuv  is

■ ^1
ed in Europe and Fianklin was 
certainly becoming less racist 
than Shakespeare. We have made 
more progress sinceif776, though 
admittedly there } S occasional 
doubt.

James W. Kasch 
Oakland
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M ailing Address

222 Dennison St* 
H ighland Park . N. J 
08904

January  27, 1977

R obert A llen  
E d ito r
The Black Scholar 
P , 0* Box 908 
S a u s a l i t  o, CA 
94965

Dear P ro fesso r A llen :

I  have read  and long  admired your work*
I  am to  c h a ir  a sess io n  a t the forthcom ing m eetings on th e  American S o c io lo g ic a l 

A ssoc ia tion*  The session  to p ic  i s  ’’Race And The C lass S tru g g le ” • Inc luded  in  th e  
se ss io n  vd.ll be papers on the c la s s - r a c ia l  s tru g g le  in  I re la n d  ( c u r re n t ) ,  th e  U*S* 
d u rin g  th e  1 9 3 0 's , h o p e fu lly  a p re se n ta t io n  by Jean Damu on southern  A fr ica , and 
s e v e ra l  o th e rs , in c lu d in g  one on unemployment and stru g g le s  arouna i t  in  New Brunswick 
N . J .

Could you make a p re se n ta t io n  on th e  su b jec t as i t  p er ta in s  to  C a l i fo rn ia ?  F ee l 
f r e e  to  take up any cu rren t strm gg les you see  f i t *  However, you might want to  in c lu d e  
som ething on th e  UFW, th e  O akland-S.F. c o n f l ic ts ,( fa s  w ell as th o se  in  E ast L*A^«»I 
ap o lo g ize  fo r  making su g g estio n s, but I  as an e x -u al i fo rn ia n  hungtW Tor an an a ljfe is  
o f  what has been going on*

I  should add th a t  my l e t t e r  to  Damu was sen t care  of yuu, s in ce  I  do not have 
his address*  I  to ld  him th a t  I  could probab ly  put him up in  Chicago a t  a f r ie n d ls  
spac ious apartm ent* Could a lso  p rov ide tran sp o rta tio n  from C a l i fo rn ia  to  Chicago 
( V olks-van, 1974), s in ce  I  w i l l  be spending the summer in  B* C* and C a lifo rn ia *  Both 
in v i ta t i o n s ,  n eed less  to  say , app ly  to  you*

Hope to  hear from you soon* I f  you s t i l l  te ac h  a t  San Jose S ta te  and you 
know E ilee n  E isen (T h ird  World C o lleg e?), p lease say h e l lo  to  her f o r  me*

S in c e re ly

Assoc. P ro f .
Dept, o f Soc. 
L iv ingston  C ollege 
R utgers U n iv e rs ity  
08903
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John C. Leggett  
222 Dennison St*
Highland Park, NJ 08904

Dear Professor Leggett:

Please forgive my delay in responding to  
your letter of 27 January* I have been on  
leave from the Scholar for the pasteseveral  
months and some of my mail was mistakenly  
not forwarded to my home address. Consequently,  
it is only now that I have seen your letter.

Thank you for the invitation to make a pre�
sentation at the ASA meeting* Unfortunately,  
it appears likely that I will be traveling  
at that time and therefore will not be able  
to meet your request* However, I would  
strongly recommend that you consider Prof.
Harry Edwards as an alternative speaker.
No doubt you are aware of Prof* Edwards'  
present struggle at the Uhiv* of Calif* I  
think he could give an excellent talk on  
current struggles in Calif*, especially re�
garding the Bakke case and other attacks on  
affirmative action, and his own case. He  
can be contacted through the Sociology Dept,  
at Berkeley or via our own Speakers' Bureau  
(attn: Glory Bevien)*

I am sorry that I cannot accept your invitation  
but I think Harry Edwards would make an ex�
cellent and timely substitute*

April 21, 1977

n/»orfi 1 v

Robert Allen


