





South Vie pgpesa guerillas and c;.vil;.ans

rendering 5 railway inserviceable for th?
UGSO Army of invas¥on



GUERILLAS PLAT VITAL HOLB IN VIETNAM WAR
, I->11 y NozrF > S - UKSBm

China. Feature*1 Correspondent in Hanoi

Well over one-fourth of the 0.S, Army, claimed to ho
the mightiest war-machine on earth, is being bogged down
and decimated on the south Vietnam battlefield bp a loss
well-armed but highly politically conscious people’s
army, which possesses neither tanks, nor aircraft or big
artillery pieces. This people*s army — the South Vietnam
Liberation Armed Forces consists of three services:
regular army units, regional forces and guerilla detachments,

The role played by the guerillas in this war is
described in a recent article by Cuu Long in the Vietnamese
paper, '‘people’s Army*.

A total of 108,000 American troops and 160,000 men of the
Saigon puppet army and the Australian and ether satellite
units were put out of action Iin south Vietnam in 1966,
reported the South Vietnam Liberation Press Agency, One
third to two-fifths of these casualties were accounted for
by the guerilla units, says the article, 1The guerillas
wiped out not only puppet troops but also a fairly large
number of American troops equipped with the most up-
to-date weapons,** It adds,

"The guerillas can give battle not only to the enemy*s
infantry but to hie armeured unite and air fores as well.
This has an the greater significance as the Americans often
boast of their air and armour superiority, ,,, In the 18
months ending nld-1966, our guerilla fighters shot down or
damaged 1,900 pianos and destroyed or damaged 1,600 enemy
military vehicles of various types. This brings to the
fore the truth that the outcome of any war rests with

man and not with weapons, and that a people’s war iIs



invincible."

The article continues, "Guerilla warfare Is effective
not only la checking the enemy** advance 0> and in protecting
the civilian population as they carry on with production,
tut also 1n steadily promoting our own offensive operations.™
The guerillas net only mount surprise attacks on enemy
pests and his supply dumps and rear bases and tighten
their strangleholds around U.S. positions, but also operate
Inside enemy-held towns and cities. This puts the enemy os
the defensive everywhere and leaves him no sanctuary, thereby
forcing him to commit large numbers of troops to protect
his ccmmunlcation linos and rear bases. 'Thus, our regular
and regional units find more opportunities te wipe him out,
become more mobile and flexible In their operations, and
have greater Initiative.”

The guerillas arsgtransforming the enemyl¥#¥ rear Into
their front-lines and are coordinating their activities
with large-scale offensive operations of the regular army.
-Thus no matter hew many troops the enemy may bring In,
he will only get bogged down deeper. He can never recapture
the Initiative onthe battlefield nor win any significant
victory.*

~"Fighting villages™ - consisting of extensive networks
of trenches, bunkers, underground tunnels, and fortified
with mines, booby traps and pit-traps — form the nuclei
of guerilla warfare In the countryside. These villages
are linked by trenches and tunnels iInto one vast defensive
system.

The see-saw pattern of warfare is very marked, says
the article. 'The enemy strives to cut our lines and to
link up his own communication lines. We strive to cut up
the enemy*# communication lines and link up our liberated
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areas, In this we have the advantage ever him, because
eur people and guerillas are everywhere, while the enemy
iIs forced to spread out his forces to undertake military
operations to keep his communication lines open* The
thinner he spreads out his strength, the greater his
transportation needs become and the mere he is exposed to
guerilla attacks," ‘

The article says that, tactically, the guerillas are
employing small and scattered units to fight the enemy in
a flexible way. This enables them to exploit toe surprise
faeter to the fUll* Strategically, the guerilla operations
are creating an an-roung offensive position for the people®s
armed forces and driving the enemy into a passive position*

It concludes, 'The guerilla warfare In south Vietnam
once again proves that although 0,S, 1mperialism has money
and weapons and is bmpleyisig an Kkinds of tricks it
can no longer exercise control over the oppressed people
of the world. On the contrary, i1t has been, and i1s being,
defeated by toe revolutionary people. Developments iIn
south Vietnam show that the might of the revolutionary

masses 1s invincible,"”

*END *



Gas and Humanity
7 <Certain military men and
: others have been .describing
chemical ‘and biological war-
fare as “humane” since 1959
or so. Since last March we
have been using lacrimating,
nauseating, hallucinating and
ether chemical agents in Viet-
nam and describing them as
“humane,” and also as “non-
lethal.”

Every now and then this
word turns into “nontoxic” or
“nonpoisonous” even though
the effects,,in addition to those;
I've mentioned, h re admitted
to include colic, diarrhea that
may persist for weeks, tempo-:
rary loss of muscular coordina-
tion, and others.

In ,the Avall Street Journal
for Jan. 5 William Beecher
detailed these “nonpoisonous”
effects and reported the mili-
tary opinion that the use of
such agents is “an act of
humanity.” He also noted “If
we sickened a 500-man batal-
lion of Vietcong or North Viet-
namese and took them prison-
er, we would need a fantastic-
ally large medical program to
care for them.”

An AP dispatch dotelined
Saigon, Feb. 21, indicates how
this problem has now been
solved. “United States cavalry
troopers and B-52 bombers
teamed up today,” it says, “in

tear gas and bombing attacks
e, The nontoxic (sic) gas, a'irv
and naval attacks” were
launched “by spraying the

‘area with tear gas from heli-

copters. Then the big bombers

flying from Guam saturation-

bombed the target area . . .

(the) mission was to assess

damage done by the B 52’s and -
wipe out any Vietcong sur--
vivors.”

If by chance these tactics
remind anybody of Lidice,
let us not forget that we are
using “nonpoisonous” agents
and being “humane.”

THEODOR ROSEBURY.

St. Louis.

(The author is professor of
bacteriology at Washington
University, and was chief of
the airborne infection project
at Camp (now Fort) Detrick,
Md., from 1943 to 1945, .



INTBO

L it
Just returned form 2\ weeks trip to North Vietnam™ Before that
attendecfyeonference in Bratislava Czechoslovakia betwenn 41 Americans
from various movements and North Vietnamese and rep resentatives of
the National Liberation Front of South Vietnam* Meeting was for
exchange of information* NLF people also released English translations
of their new program, which is very important*



BOMBING PURPOSE

Now I°’ve talked about the bombing and the fact that civilian targets
are being hit. In fact, t is is no longer even controversial because
so many people have seen the damage. The big question iss What is the
purpose of this bombing. Why is it being done? Are civilian targets
hit only by accident, or is there a policy of indiscriminate terror

bombing of North Vietnam?
flow W D,en and s“PPlies to the Sonth.

We asked the Vietnamese if it were not possible that the civilian

bombings were accidental. They replied by pointing out that the America n
military itself claims that the margin of error in bombing raids 1is very
small, and that few accidents occur. The North Vietnamese agreed with
this assessment,

Is i1t, then, iIndiscriminate terror bombing? No, 1 think something®
more sophisticated than that is going on. Let me first remind you of
the kinds of targets which have been hit. They include military
installations of various types, but also factories, transportation
facilities, government administrative centers, residential parts of
cities, schools, churches, pagodas, hospitals and other health facilitie s.
Remember this list.

We are indebted to Carl Oglesby for beinging to light a very interesjsdn
document which begins to answer our gestions about the purposefulness of
the civilian bombing. 1 refer to a U.S. Air Force ROTC training manual
entitled “Fundamentals of Aerospace Weapons Systraes’™ This manual provides
a very forthright discussion of the strategy involved in bombing an
enemy country. Ifr-dmwwtj.lorsons from”~wn ogperienoe "tolag WVIIr The
manual asserts that target selection is a highly rational process which
proceeds from an analysis of what it terras the '"components of national
structure” of the enemy country. These components are four in number $nd
interrelated.

The fTirst component, logically enough, is military structure which
is the number one target. This component includes the enemy’s military
force and his war-making potential. According to the manuals '"The
logic behind the high priority assigned these targets rests on the fact
that unless the military forces are destroyed they can retaliate. Other

targets can wait their turn.”

e mil it?
orfet yﬂ%r%”h - — <« W AW p _JSa.d#ali
with, what are some of the othef targets which hhve been a“rHrrwg awaiting

their turn to be bombed?
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The secon e economic struture, which includes
raw materials, basic processing and manufacturing industries, and
finally the enemy’s transportation system*

Next, the manual lists political structure* The manual states: "A

government is most vulnerable in its relations with the poeple, for

it must control their actions and it must have their support.” IFf the
locus or the medium £k of these relations can be broken — that is,
the administrative and communications system — then, according to the

mecraiac manual, the "nations would soon cease to function as a cohesive
unit"” and "the resulting confusion would overlap into all other
components of the national structure.™ Apparently a highly desirable
consequence® N

The final componant, is called, interestingly enough, the psycho-
social structure* This has to do with the morale of the enemy and,
according to the manual "'some of the conventional targets for morale
attacks have been water supplies, food supplies, housing areas,
transportation centers, and industrial sites*"

Now in short, this kind of cold reasoning lays the basic for
bombing raids against all kinds of civilian targets. In fact, this
aarastac manual specifically refers to all the items on our list, and
then some, except for schools, religious and health instiutions.
But suppose you were the sxixfcacsyair force and your purpose was to
ttsxkxsy '‘cause strikes, sabotage, riots, fear, panic hunger and passive
resistance to the government" by the population of an enemy country*
Where would yop stop? Where would you draw the line? And according
to the BOTC manual this the exact”™purpose for attacking the psycho-
social structure of an enemy country. That is, the purpose of the
bombing is to c reate the maximum amount of destruction and dislocation .
possible, without regard to whether the targets are military or civilian.

And iIn case you still don’t believe this the air force manual then
goes to define a "military target” in such a way as to end all doubts.
It states: "A military target is any person, thing, idea, entity, or
location selected for destruction, inactivation, or rendering nonusable
with weapons which will reduce or destroy the will or ability of the
enemy to resist," In a word, friends, the U.S. Air Bor ce openly pro-
claims that a military target is anything which the military chooses to

attek. So all this talk abt civilian destruction has been misguided, these
were really military targets. It’s just that we poor civilians didN’t

recognize them as such. »
CM/*i



To conclude this part of our discussion let igp refer to one other
i "If ire were to search for the single type of target whose
ruction would have the greatest adverse effect on the morale of a
population today, we would have to conclude that the destruction of
an enemy*s major cities with high-yield nuclear weapons would
the most telling results, not only on morale, hut on every other

ent of the nation*s structure,” So there it is in plain Engli
f course you all knew what was coming* It*s the logical ,,
lusion of the type of thinking which this manual evidences*

use of nucleaf weapons is also the logical conclusion in a war

of escalation such as that being fought in Vietnam,



PEOPLE AND ART

Who are these targets? Who are these people whorae the tJ.S* is
trying to wipte out, and what are they like? 1 had the opportunity
to get to know them first-hand. You have been able to see them in
films and photographs (such as those on the wall).

Let me say that their physical handsomeness is complimented by
their life-style which is based upon thousands of years of tradition
and culture,

A) Politeness - tea X bananas

B) They have put their age-old heritage to good use in the resistance
struggle. They have mobilized art and music as tools in the fight,
PRINTS — (example) thousands fmntKKsd of orignial r~volutionayy

art prints produced duripg french resistance and nowf sometimes at
great personal cost, (ie.cto get prints from South)

C©) Very musical people. Everyone seems to be able to sing, and they
will launch into a song almost at the drop of a hat. Very embarrasing
for Americans who can*t sing. Have songs for all occasions and on
all subjects, from exploits of peasant girl in shooting at US planes
to very moving songs about hero Nguyen Van Troi,

TAPES  TAPES TAPES !

B) Metalcraft from US planes and rings



NLF GAINS DUKING TET OFFENSIVE LAST MONTH

1# Forced withdrawal of U*S. and saigon forces from countryside to defend
cities# ~or example, while U.S* troops were flighting to regain citadel
Ix 1in Hue, HLF liberated whole province in which %e was located# In all,
Burchett says that about 1,200,000 people were liberated during Tet
Offensive#
2# Nealry completely halted TJ*See"Saigon military and pacification efforts#
3# Gave NLF important military base areas near major cities#
4# Carried battle into cities themselves, once thought to be relatively
secure from guerrilla action# An important result of this was the
establishment of the Loague of National and Peace-Loving forces in
Saigon and Hue and possibly other cities# “his is a united front group
which has offered to mediate between the NLF and the United States
on the basis of withdrawal of U*S* forces, total independence and
a coalition government with the NIF# “he League has won NIF
endorsement#
5# Strategically, Tet offensive further accelerated the breakup
of the Siagen military and isolation of the American forces# Burchett
reported that thousands of “aigon troops have gone over to the NLF
side, and that the Americans have nearly been completely immobilized

in defensive positions#



NLF PROGRAM

% 1. - 4:, o

The new NLF program, the first such program issued by the Front
since 1960, is of great importance and 1 want to spend a few minutes
discussing 1it. This program was adopted by an extraordinary
conference of the front in August of this year, after many months of
disccussion and prepaeation. Some poeple have suggested that the new
program was the front’s response to the Sept, election in Saigon, but
this is not quite the case since the program was months in the making,

"The significanace of the program is at least two-fold: First, this
program is indicative of the fact that the NLF is now consolidating its
position as the government of South Vietnam. For a number” of resons
the front has not £xSIi«5EXXSxiISxXix™s e as a government, and it
doesn’t plan to do do for some time, but the NLF delegates at Bratislava
made clear to us that this document could be viewed as the constitution
of a government without portfolio”™ as the basic working document of an
underground govt. And in their analysis of the military and political
situation in S.V, the NLF people aocdK showed that — without using this
term — that the NLF is already the effective government of 4/5 of S.V,
Within the liberated zones the front operates its own health, educationa 1,
postal and administrative facilities, not to mention armed forcew, and on
the international scene the front supports a diplomatic corps which is
growing both in size and influence.

Secondly, the.release of this new program reflects the growing confidenc
of the front in its ability to defeat the U.S, both militarily and
politically. In their analysis of the military situation the NLF
delegates showed how the U.S. strategy of escalation cannot be successful
in SV and how indeed the US has suffered a series of defeats. In this
country the press sraixw|Bre”US™n” to admit that the US has been defeated,
alludes to this fact by saying that the war is ''stalemated,” — that we’re
“not making any progress.”

ifldx In its preamble the new program opens by saying that many people
have rallied to the NLP banner and the U.S. has suffered heavy defeats.

It then goes on to explain why the new program has been issued: “At this
juncture, in a spirit of developing the former program, the SVNLF has worked
out this political program with a view to further broadening the bloc of

great national union, encouraging and stimulating the entire people to rsh

forward, resolved to fight and defeat the US aggressors and to build
an independent, democratic, peaceful, neutral and prosperous SV."
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This passage reveals the fronts basic strategy of enlarging the bloc
of South Vietnamese who oppose US intervention and who are willing to
fight against it. How is this to be done? |If we read on we come to
the following: "The SVNLF constantly stands for uniting all social
strata and classes, all nationalities, all political parties, all
organizations, all religious communities, all patriotic personalities,
ail individuals and all patriotic and progressive forces, Iirrespective
of political tendencies, in order to struggle together against the US
imperialists and their lackeys (meaning the Saigon govt,), wrest back
our sacred national rights and build ip the country,"

Two means are suggested for achieving this kind of almost incredibly
broad unity. First, you can join the front. According to the program:
"The SVNIF is prepared to invite and welcome all patriotic forces and
individuals who oppose the US aggressors to join its ranks, and to
shoulder together the common duties.'" But suppose you have qualms
abt throwing in iith the NLf. The program "proposes that any forpe
which for one reason or another, does not adhere to the NLF ranks,
take joint actions against the common enemy' which is the US and the
Saigon regime. In short, the NLF is opening up its ranks in order to
sssss consolidate its political control of SV.

Just how broad this unity is can be found further on in the program
where there is a special appeal to patriotic +sx capitalists and landlords,
who are assured that”™Milproperty or land will be protected if they join
the anti-American struggle now. Members of the Saigon government and
army are also encouraged to join the front, either overtly or covertly.
The only requirement is that these people must be able to show that they
are Tfully committed to Fighting against the US.

The fact that the front expects these appeals to be taken serious ly- -
appeals to such diverse and nonrevolutionary groups — 1is an indication
of wkacixtksgc how they asses the”™ present stage of their struggle. An ap peal
such as this would go unheeded by national bourgeoisie and tHe members of
the Sadgon regime unless they knew that the NLF was winning, and there-
fore _ mifliarit’' to throw their lot in with the front. And from the
front’s point of viewj in consolidating its position™ It IS neccessary
to build a broad unity which is now feasible and thus politically
isolate the Americans,

There are two other partidularly interestin g parts of the 1967
program. Unlike the 1960 document it speaks of the "internationalist
duty of the NLF and says that the South Vietnamese '‘resistance war



VIEW OF LEFT

Both at Bratislava and in North Vietnam, the Vietnamese expressed
a great deal of interest in what is happening in the U.3. left,
particularly the anti—-war and student movements and the black
liberation struggle. They seemed to have a fairly good understanding
of the situation in this country, and thya they were interested in
how they could relate to our movements. And, as you may know,

a committee of solidarity with the American anti-war movement was
just recently set up.

The Viets ha d many questions about why the U.S.. labor movement
has not taken a leadin role £n the anti-war struggle. They found
this difficult to understand, and consequently we had many long
discussions with the m about the nature of Ahe American corporate
economy and its cooptative powers.

Another matter of great concern to them,is the black freedom

support tﬂg‘SQfJbgle of black Beggle in thié:counf}y, but they"had
many questions about the present stage of the movement. As the

only black person in the American delegation in North Vietnam I
frequently found myself in discussions with them concerning this
matter, and the question jhonpcmriEly often popped ups MVhat ever
happened to black-white unity? White Americans and black Americans,
including leftists, seem to be at each other’s throats now. What
does this mean?” So we would sit down and have long talks about
strategies for building radical movements. Theilr primary strategy
has beeh the United Front, 1in which vqgrious divergent elements of
the population are represented and united for common struggle, |

had to explain to them the pervasiveness of racism In American society
which has made united fronts, at lea$t from the black point of view,
st a less than satisfactory strategy, especially since this strategy
has worked to our detriment on a number of occasions, I explained
to them the two-movementsstrategy being adopted in this”country, in
which radical whites and radical blacks are building tow iIndependent
mvmts which cooperate on certain common issues and at some appropriate
time will hook up to create a unified radical mvmt. They found this
strategy a bit unusual but they definitely agreed that every genuine
revolution has to be based on the peculiar conditions of the country
in which it takes place.



SOCIALIST COUNTRIES & PEACE

In conclusion, let me say something about North Vietnam’s .
relation with the socialist world, and the prospects for peace*

The N.V. h ve received a tremendous amount of added,aid from the
Russians in,the form of trucks and heavy equipment, which was mush
in evidence, and missiles and missile launchers* The only thing

we saw of Chinese origin were some araxfc anti-aircraft machine guns*

The North Vietnamese maintain not merely correot, but very good
relations with both the Russians and the Chinese. In fact there
relations with these Cwo™arif so”™gooi that somehow they have even isexHx
adbisxtKjOxaaucgsx managed to get the Chinese and Russians to live
together peacefully in the same hotel in Hanoi — a truly remarkable
achievement. Publicly the Vietnamese have nothing critical to
say about their socialist friends who, after all, can partly determine
whther the Vietnamese survive* But privately there iIs some unhappiness
with both of the socialist giants* For example, as you know the U.S,
Seventh Fleet sits only 30 or 40 miles out of Haiphong harbor, and
daily launches bombing raids against the North. We asked the North
Vietnamese why their Russian friends hadn’t provided them with surface-
to-surface missiles, such as they gave the Egyptians, which would be
capable of hitting the Seventh Fleet, The Vietnamese replied in effect
that they didn’t expect ikaribc that their friends would really Come to
their aid until they had shown the whole world that they could defeat
the Americans even without help from friends, This may sound cjmical
but it is actually very realistic, and partly accounts for the fact
that the Vietnamese constantly stress self-reliance. They have learned
from experience that strings are attached to aid or limits are imposed
on aid, but they’re determined not to let this disrupt their defense
effort. On the other hand there were also one or two small,jokesabout
friends who talk 1&ud but don’t come through with the goods.

Now it"s difficult to asses what such remarks might mean, if
anything. But 1 think the important thing for us here to understand is
the real determination of the Vietnamese to see this resistance war
thru to the finish whether or not they receive aid from anybody. The US
may actually attempt to bomb them back into the Stone Age, but then they
would jJust pick up some stones and continue to fight. You have to
understand that in some ways they see this war as simply.a continuation

of the war of resistSnce against the French colonialists* They were
fighting for their*freedom and independence then, and they’re fighting
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for the same things now, HIfThe only way the US can force them to stop

fighting is to kill them all. This is one of the strongest impressions
1 got during my visit, but 1 believe equally strongly that the American
govt, is quite capable of setting off on such a genoeidal path.
Short of genocide, what are the prospects for a lasting peace?
The N, Vietnamese have reiterated time and time agin what they think
are the proper conditions, | am referring to the Jan, 28 statement
of the Foreign Minister,in which he said that talks could be started
once the U,S, stopped unconditionally the bombing, and tjre four
points of the DEV govt, which call for a return to the Geneva
agreements, withdrawal of iks all foreign troops, settlement of the
internal affairs of SOuth Vietnam in accordance with the NLE* program,
and peace reunification of North and South Vietnam, OF course the main
hitch here is the withdrawal of US troops, ,
Americans have got to understand<one basic)* fact, which 1 o&ti to
see very clearly during my visit, and that is that US troops can be
kept in Vietnam only at the cost oTTAmerican lives,] As long as there
is so much as one Gl in Vietnam,there will be a war in Vietnam, This
is how committed the Vietnamese, North and South, are to winning nationa 1
independence. And 1 think that it is becoming increasingly clear as
this bloody war continues, that the only sane and honorable solution

IS & to withdraw the troops and leave Vietnam to the Vietnamese,



DEFENSE

How havd the Vietnamese met the massive bombing campaign launched
by the U.S.? They.have adopted a to-part posture of paaéxi: active
and passive defense* The active defense consists, of dourse of the
tremendous anti-aircraft barrages the North Vietnamese ard able to
throw up, much more intense than anything seen during WWIl, American
pilots are understandably afraid of this intense AA fire* The N*V.
also have Russian Surface—to-Air missiles, Chinese-made anti-aircraft
machine guns and other assorted* weaponry, including a small but active
air force which the U,S* has been making great efforts to wipe out
in recent weeks *

Passive defenses kiwtasyPolicy of dispersion and dedentralization
a) Schools and school children

b) Hospitals and med ical facilities

c) Factories (TAPE)

government administrative facilities*

In general, the N*V. have mobilized the whole population.to take
part in what they kkagc term a people’s war of resistance. Every one
has a sense of making some active and concrete contribution to the
overall defense effort, and this is an important factor in keeping
morale so high. In addition, they are merg ing the cities and
industrail areas into the countryside, creating many small targets

which are well defended and eostly for the Americans to attack.



DESCRIPTION OF HANOI

peaceful appearance (before most recent bombings)

Lit up at nite — could see Long Bien Bridge from ICC plane

Streets filled with people and small children — business seemed
normal ~-Walked around city one nite (TAPE)

Describe Lake of Restored Sword — Folksinging in park (TAPE)

Morale appears high*

However, illusion of peace dissipated by frequent air raid alerts in
Hanoi (TAPE)

Describe shelters
Evacaution of Hanoi — already more than one-half evacuated, school

When we were there almost everyone had an address in the countryside
that they were suppose to go to, and plans called for the evacuation
of the entire population except for certain workers and active defense
fighters* There were expecting an imminent attack on Hanoi and this
is what they were preparing for. As you know, their expectation proved

correct.



STRATEGY as seen in 1966-6? dry season

Basic US strategy was two pronged- ‘search and destroy"

operationsv*pacification”™ aimed at destroying the LAF,
occupying territory,.and controlling SV population*
Specifics: L) US military and ARVN attempted to force LAF
regular troops "back into scattered guerilla actions. In other
words force an end to large-scale combat actions, then enter
the phase of pacification designed” to liquedate guerrilla warfare
and consolidate a rear base for the “American forces, The
commitment of sizeable forces to "search, and destroy' operations
against LAF regulars was hoped to accomplish vfchxsxgsai the
first step toward this goal/ * .  \
2) Second, the Americans tried to force the LAP regular forces
to fight positional warfare under disadvantageous conditions
where the US forces could bring into play their best combat metod®s
and the superiority of their firepower.
3 Third, the US command wanted to really epacify,a number of
large zones so as to stabilize and expand their rearareas while
distmubing and narrowing the xsxrxaxxxx liberated zones. This
pacification would hopefully separate the SV people from the
armed forces of the NLF and make it easier to destroy the.
guerrillas and their bases and end the guerrilla struggle.
4) The US intended to re-open various strategic communication-
and transportation lines in order to reverse the increasing
isolation of US bases and im increase the mobility of the
troops.
5) Through increasing the bombing of North Vietnam the US
hoped to cut off support wkxsfe — moral and material- which
the NLF was receiving from the North.
3 hry' — cvC Vv . hit]

NLF STRATEGY & VWV PO’ §

Based oifl fact the- US" Nas gn a fundamentally,def
posture from the outset. NLF strategy w?
scatter and spread thin the US forces, trapping the US commanc
on the horns of a dilemma between concentration add dispersal,

mobility and occupatioi
4 P / < N
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2) Prevent US command from using its best combat methods,,

which consist ,in fielding large units along a definte line facing
the adversary and backed by a safe rear, allowing maxinrum

use of Firepower, mobility and logistical support* LAP

countered this by using classic guerrilla tactics of

of rapid concentration and dispersal, fighting without a
clear-cut i1inx front line, engaging in large-scale and small-scale
operations, striking in imexpected places and times. I!The LAP

has attempted to promote the sea-saw pattern of the war to the"
highest 1n order to encircle, and split the US forces. Also
disrupt communication lines and isolate US bases from each

ojfrer. LAP 1is also making active efforts to demoralize and
immobilize the ARVN troops®and encourage tksxxsx their relagation
to a second-class role in the war.

$) Once enpray units &nkxkx Nave .been concentrated and surrounded,,

then begin to whittle, away ai them gradually -and destroy them,.
Semm to be iIn that stage now. . L _

On political front — 1n addition to items in new program—
NLP has carried out massive land re-distribution to peasants.
Recent secret report to White House claims that NLP has; dis-
tributed five times as much landias Saigon regime.



GENOCIDE -~

Article 11 of the Convention on G-enocidd adopted
by the United Nations iIn 1943":
l-. = Genocide means any- of the. following acts committed
with the intent to destroy, in whole or iIn part, a
natiQnal ethnical, racial or religious group, siisfessi as. such

a) Killing members of the group 7 >
b) Causing serious bodily or mental hargi to members o;f the
group

c) Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life
xKSLisuiatKty calculated to bring about i1ts physical
destruction in whole or iIn part

d) Imposing-measures intended to prevent births within

the group

e) .Forcibly transferring children of the group to another

group



WEAPONS

Let ree say a little bit abt the physical effects of the bombing.

First, the weapons which have been/useds In addition to strafing, the

use of rockets and explosive bombs, including acxgx the gigantic 3,000

J»ound explosive bomb which is larger than anything used in WWIl ctr

(Descriftethis bombs longer than I am tall, and makes a crater twice as

rr big as this room and 30 or 40 feet deep.) |In addition to these

what might be called conventional weapons, the U.S. is also making he&yy

use of time bombs which can be set for periods ranging from one hour

to one week. Also various types of incendiary bombs which produce

tremendous heat such as the jellied gasoline Napalm bomb (and its

mote recent improvements known as Napalm—B and Supernapalm), white
phnsphorous, thermite and magnesium bombs. These last two

generate such an intense heat that they can burn up even things made

of bronze and porecelain. All of these weapons cause ddep burns and

very painful death for the victims. NapaAm also sticks to the skin.

The most diabolical weapon in fchtK the U.S. arsenal is the fragmentation

bomb or CBU of which I have an example here, (Explain effects)

Describe bombing of school in Thanh Hoa.as showing KxgagsiK pattern

of use of explosive and fragmentation bombs,

The amount of civilian devastation has been tremendous. For example
as of August of this year 127 hospitals and medical establishments had
been raided and over +StfX 1,200 doctors, medical personnel and patients
have been killed of wounded. As of December 31, 1966, 391 schpols and 4.

other educational establishments had been bombed, 149 churches, 80 pagodas,

and 3 seminaries. All of the North’s six major cities have been raided.
25 of its 30 proyincial capitals, and 60 o T its 97 district capitals
have been bombed, and many towns nearly obliterated. Thousands of
people were killed and wounded in these raids,
{1 illustrates *destruction and repair

Perhaps these figures don’t seem very reijT™ Let me describe a trips® .
we made down Highway one from Hanoi to Nam Dinh. Road supposedly closed
Tremendous bomb damage to every village, bridge or wide spot iIn the
raod, but road and train tracks kept open. Phu Ly razed to the ground.

Facilities for doing repair work. Supplies scattered along road.
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The finalEscalation of the US air"war against North
Vietnam will involve massive bombing of Hanoi and the probable
destruction of thei capital city This is what the people of
Hanoi believe and "kt is this eventuality for which they are daily
preparing The oqjjr which was once a home for one point two million
people has seen™most of its population evacuated into the" country—
side Only some too hundred fifty thousand axe said to remain comma
and city official” expect that when the final attack occurs only
active fTighters will be present iIn the city to defend it

Upon arrival in Hanoir via an ancient ICC plane the”city
appears pBacoful ,It is brightly lit at night and from the xxi
air one can clearly distinguish the recently bombed Long Bien
Bridge over the Red River But immediately after the plane roils
to a stop at the airport all exterior and interior lights are
extinguished and also the runway lights Customs officials" Inspect
passports aboard the plane using flashlights The airport itself gave
further evidence of the ever present threat of attack Newspapers had
been cut Into flowerlike designs and pasted to all windows to reduce
flying glass in case of a bombing raid "

It was not possible to cross the Red River into Hanoi over
the long Bien Bridge because i1t was still being repaired Instead
the visitor is driven by car a short distance to a ferry 'The Vietname
Ax said they set tip many Suchvferries the Same day the bridge was
bombed thus enablingitraffic to continue across the river almost with-
out interruption Tb& ferry dash an unarmed open barge tendered by a
motorboat dash was bramraed with men mt comma women and children comma
as well as autos “Mosugp motorscooters and bicycles A foreign visitor
could not; help but npfVously scan the sky in search of hostile planes
because the barge made an all too attractive target dash defenseless
comma with no way toiescape -and no bomb shelters But the Vietnamese
passengers did not appear upduly concerned For them the war has
become a daily expedience vLth alerts and bombing raids following each

other |n a quick ad- S|eem|Peg endless succession
[ y ¥Y,- wempw
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To an outsider comma Hanoi does,not appear to be an evacuated
city facing imminent destruction People,are everywhere and iIn
constant movement comma with the "bicycle; being the favorite form
of transportation Quote If this is Hanoi when it is evacuated
unquote quipped a foreign visitor quote then I"would hate to see it
when everybody i1s here unquote Crowds fill the. streets and the
kiosks and small shops which line the sidewalks seem to do* a brisk
business Trying not to bump into people while at the same time
attempting not to stumble into one of the famous manhole bomb
shelters which dot city sidewalks i1s a tricky affair

Air raid alerts are frequent in; Hanoi although US Warplanes
have concentrated their attacks on;Haiphong inlrecent week! Bombing
can occasionally be heard in the distance an”™ p™metimes within the
city Whenever planes approach wiijhin a certp,ini\radius of the city
sirens sound a warning and some iInhabitants retreat to bomb shelters
ah Others grab rifles comma don helmets and, 1o1”~the many Self defense
units scattered throughout te* city. /0f course regular anti aircraft
and other defense juasiti®. weaponry a”™e also ,ready\ to protect Hanoi
ffron US fighter bombers Conversations with locdl”eople have
confirmed that although the air war: mfty haveVratjag™d the land it
seems hardly to have damaged the morale or dampened the fxgktxxg
spirit of resistance of the” people, here , if

Some Western observers have claimed \that Hahoi 1is a
sanctuary of peace iIn aoixjcsianidxHf a “"/ss;a ofyyiolbncV and destruction
The fact that traditional folksingets/still in™nel j&iKr their
plaintive melodies in city parks an|d xiilSpWta akpdars norftal on
the streets may seem to confirm )thig cententibn® $ut the Vietnamese
do not view the situation In quite sahe way Quisle We know that
peace iIn Hanoi 1is only temporary uhgtiote s™id on”Vietnamese
functionary Quote We expect the /bombing of* Hanoi/ as one of the final
steps of escalation unquote Ha went"pn/t€ expla].n)the ijteps being
taken to meet that eventuality .Among”~h®” is ipcluogd tha
dispersal of schools and achool age children into the countryside
However a walk around the city reveble/d"\that jnany children hire still
present dash somelvisiting their parentq but qgtherqg apparently not
yet evacuated Very young children are particularly numerouq slid they
seem to delight in playing on the grass covered bomb sheltb]*s
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wuucH%surround/the beautlful Lake of the Restored Sword in central
= T ;'H It—m4V||
Hanoi 4 % X :

m‘)«be %‘/dlﬁ)&_ otﬁgo% qhelters has become something of an art
,Hanoi :~Jpop*~ample comma in the courtyard of the Museum" of the
Revolutlonkmetfb is a layge cprc:ullar shelter During a recent air
alert éy;/lSltplntb tie ml%seum v\vho was hustled into the shelter
commented tousual design Quote Oh yes unquote responded
a musjeui Jr="?1dS™"J\<Juotesinca-"his is a museum we Tfeel that it
shouldfiitee an ktt™active bomb\ shelter unquote
s he atram comma In t?e distance Vietnamese air force
planes boulqv.be .43/\1%?. f.lylng to\meet the oncoming American bombers
comma and for yet another day t>oﬁb shelters could be appreciated
as esthetic object™ o™ used as tbys by the children of Hanoi
—irem mm y- Em i m " . _\i
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New ITEM The contrast between Hanoi and Nam Dinh is
striking Nam Dinh dash a textile manufacturing center In Nam Ha
province dash is a city under seige It lies astride Route One and
the north dash south railway which makes it a quote military target
unquote iIn the parlance of the Pentagon Since 1i1mx&S 28 June 1965
more than 200 bombing raids have been made on the city and its
outskirts comma according to Vietnamese authorities Residential
areas comma schools commalhospitals aamam and pagodas comma as
well as the textile-mills comma have been attacked

Intimations of what I1Ssto come taping begin upon leaving
Hanoi and traveling south on route one comma a road which was
supposedly cut up and made impassable by US raids Ttaxhi Traffic
continues to move along the highway although it has bee&"L"MAt™d in
many places and is subject to almost daily attacks The railway
alongside the road also appeared intact comma with easily
webden bridges having replaced destroyed metal bridges Rails comma
construction materials and other supplies were strewn alongside the
roadbed In such a manner that to destroy them would™ilillISM1Jtxlre
individual attacks on each rail or crate ="

visitors\are prtftd™NwfttTD?
a .xroQ-ph are”aafeil gai”evidcnOa tlir-
ranted ce
without- TigySfc SX

tho city have "boon goctugeGL 10 rabITTS by NS pdmbs

Upon entering Nam Dinh xisiail visitors are provided with
a military escort and iraags soldiers are more iIn evidence than iIn
Hanoi The population dash which once numbered one hundred thousand
dash appears to be nearly®completely evacuated comma and one can
drive past long rows of taxzifing empty buildings without seeing
a single person Whole blocks of the city have been reduced to
rubble by US bombs The destruction combined with the scarcity of
inhabitants gives some parts of Nam Dinh the appearance of a ghost
town— . *© 1m”

ol Slafek:
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But Nam Dinh has not been defeated by the fierce US attacks
and is still verjrmuch alive The city has simply spread and merged
into the surrounding countryside Factories and families comma
schools and hospitals have been dispersed and continue to operate
normally For example comma the Municipal Hospital dash which was
bombed four times dash has been divided into sections and dispersed
One section outside Nam Dinh at first appeared to be nothing more
than a few peasant huts comma not unlike many other such clusters
scattered around the province But these huts concealed the ,patients
comma medical staff and hospital equipment which had once been targets
for American pilots The hospital unit was completely portable and
comma according to doctor Tran Khac Nghien comma director of the
Municipal Hospital comma this axfci unit had already been moved
several times to escape bombing Communication trenches connected
thbM; "buildings and within each sterilized hut bomb skat shelters could
be~Seen beneath“each patients bed An operating kii table was sunk
into” a thick concrete bunker so that surgical work continue
even in the event of an attack Doctor Nghien explained that wh£K
eSdh Mime the hospital moved the entire medical staff moved hs a
unit with it to the new location comma thus assuring continued
high standard treatment for the patients

Even within the city limits of Nam Dinh life and production
continue Agricultural implements dash an important secondary
industry in the city dash are now produced in shops which are sunk
in the ground and protected by concrete and earth barricades
Women workers are frequently to be seen in the shops dash as is true
over all of North Vietnam dash and a machine gun nest protecting the
shops was manned hy/two militia girls

" In anothe#”part of the city young women were attending
evening classes after/Work That very day. the US had bombed Nam
Dinh and pellets from fragmentation bombs had penetrated the wooden
dobrs of the classropm The bombing’comma however comma could not
deter these girls from learning

mfee- It if] i WA th—it mil" i "~rrr— n



The fect of equality of the sexes i1s an accomplishment of
which the North Vietnameserare justly proud. Women participate in
all levels, of the .society .tod government comma and women have their
own organ!2%tidhswhich represent their iInterests A visit to Nam
Dirith dash whose mayor is a woman dash also makes i1t clear that equality
of the sexes Is. a’_factory of tremendous importance iIn assuring the
survival of/the«otetry In the\face of fox the US air war fF

vItT; u vt P=

Qh 10 October 1967 Hano”™ celebrated/the arOtacth twelveth m
annlversary of 1ts liberation frbm the French colonlallsts It
remains tjo be seen what dat/e ’Wlll be set to celebrate the Ilberatlon
of Hanoi Oomma I\Iam Dlnhj'and aII of North V|etnam from US aggression
comma but the Nlnth Vietnamese aVa clearly prepared to wage a long

- \Y 4 _y\ 'Zjy
comma long war order to iInscribe hat date in kA

history , T. -. W A Arl

*THY - " . /_] i
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MmUMltgllc fol fow Allen |s VI%It

group of six other Amerlcans WﬂDI were- partucupants in the’ '
Bratislava conference END v m’ ;V
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By Robert L# Allen 5 -
- Guardian Staff Correspondent
Bratislava# Czechoslovakia

MOur motto is* A pen iIn one hand and a gun iIn the other/*
said Huynh Van Ly* Ly is a journalist# -tin fact# he, is one of the
editors of Giai Phong# the official organ of the Central Committee
of the National Liberation Front of South Vietnam# During a quiet
moment between sessions of the Bratislava conference# which brought
together North and South Vietnamese and American war opponents

press and how It operates in war-tom SCuth Vietnam#

There are presently more than 30 different newspapers and
Magazines published by the, liberation forces and circulated through-
out all of South Vietnam# Ly indicatedi These include Liberation
Literature and Art, a monthly reviewj Giai Phong# a weekly;
Liberation Women# and Liberation Army#the official weekly journal
of the Liberation Armed Forces# In addition there are many
provincial and local papers with limited circulations#

There areyno .dailies# said Ly. The war makes the publication
Of a daily physically impossible# =

N What*"Ly meant by the motto which he quoted is that a pro-
fessional NLF correspondent is also a fighter# For example# when
Giai Phong wants to cover a battle, he said# *we send a correspondent
to a unit of the LAF, after getting the agreement of the commander#
Our correspondent acts as a fighter iIn this unit just as any other
fighter# but after the battle he writes his articlee*

Ly himself is xxjcbx&x an b example of the soldier-journalist
tradition# At the agewof 18 he dropped out of school in his native
Ben Ste Tre Province to join the resistance struggle against the
French*, By the time he became 20 he had been made x political
commis ar of a regional unit of the resistance armed forces.



INTERVIEW Z/2/ 2/Z

«At that time,” he recalled, t®l saw many heroic deeds by
my friends and witnessed the good relationship between the
the resistance army and the people, and | wanted to write about
this**1 As a fledgling writer he sent many articles to provincial
newspapers but only a few were published*

51In 1949, due to bad health, Ly left the resistance army to
return to his home province where he became editor in chief of
the provincial youth newspaper. Over the next few year he assumed
more responsible positions, but with the signing of the Geneva
Agreements he found himself out of a job. Cuu Quoc, the paper Ly
worked for at the time, closed down because of the regroupment of
the resistance and EHiaoEixi French armies into the present two
zones, north and south of the 17th parallel* But Ly continued
his work, writing for underground newspapers and sending occassional
articles abroad.

With the formation of the NLF in 1960, Ly joined the
editorial board of Giai Phong. [If»xxi”™"xyBxrsxHttxwtihxiKH "My
articles mainly deal with the examples set by the elite fighters
of our people, and with other fields of our struggle,” stated Ly,
now a man of 40 with two children*. His wife works as a nurse in
one of the liberated areas.

I asked Ly how was it possible to publish newspapers in
areas whichWere frequently bombed by Ax U.S. warplanes or subject
to ground attack. He replied that portable printing presses and
mimeograph machines were used which could be quickly disassembled
and carried away. Some of these machines “used electricity, others
were operated by +xm&x+p foot tredles. Giai Phong is printed on
an electric press, but even its print shop must be moved from place
to place to insure the safety of the shop and the printers. Hwe
once set up shop i1In one location,” recounted Ly, ’printed a few
pages, and then the”™e was ,a,raid and ,we had to move Immediately
to another area.” 7 , N

“Each print shop has its own self-defense unit, and also
each editorial staff,” he said. Our print shop was once ambushed
by Saigon troobs while moving and had to fight them off. Frequently
we set up shop underground in order to avoid bombing and strafing.”
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How are the presses and mimeograph machineC moved from one
area to another? "lIt#s according to the situation,* replied Ly.

Jih areas where there are rivers, we use boats# In large liberated
areas we can use cars. In mountainous areas we mainly rely on
elephants* We use our own backs to carry the bo”ss of type."

| "Distribution is one of our most difficult jobs," Ly
Continued. ™It is relatively easy in the liberated zones where we
can use boats, cars and bicycles# But i1t is/difficult to distribute
Giail Phong quickly over the whole country# / Sdmetimes we- have to
transport the newspaper through enemy—controlled territory# For
example, 1If we want to go from slightly north?0f Saigon to the south
we must travel through a lot of enemy-cohtrollid/ territory#

"1tfs also difficult to reach the, high tains which must-
be climbed by foot* (< U

"In addition to the liberated areas, me;;j]]so distribute our
newspaper into enemy—controlled zones, stick sp ~Cigon. Our couriers
must cover or camouflage the papers in order to ""et them into the
city.” He said that a number of couriers® had bW-h. killed or captured
#hile distributing the newspaper. *

I asked how were the presses, Supplied. people in cities
and towns supply us with i1nk, type faces, prebs{‘s _Iapd paper,"
ans%v_ereg EM- ) . t; .=_> ] V*'-,II\X}(?{)/-GZI o7

Ly showed me several examples of provincial and local papers,
such hs a special issue of leeratlon 28 ag”s\ih Iength which
contained several multi- colo)red prints# leeratlon |\{sv¥hfe_vweekly
NLFunewspaper of TayNinh province. -w*

N These NLF papers carried articles oh thfe progress of the
#ar, agricultural production iIn- the liberated 1a"eas\\ the exploits
of ldeal heroes, and news of the U.S. anti-Wailand black freedom
movements. Some papers also had special pa”es -giyen over to the
musib and lyrics ISt patriotic songs. r I' K ;- Zu*

Ly asserted that these NLF papers and omersflike -them
were well-received by the populations in botb/jliberated and
enemy-controlled regions. He said the papfe3™eiffi|passed from
hand to hand, "frequently until they werp so Ottered that they
had to be pasted together.”™ He said that readers often gathered
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together iIn group© at nlght to listen as one of their number

read the latest ififdwe off a favorite NLP newspaper* Ly

that this pra”tic™Jnade it possible to Spread the news quickly

among large groups of people, and it also overcame the problem
of illiteracy. mV. © %
S gv pit T ? T

Readers, interest was also encouraged by this practice.
Readers v/ould"bend itt letters and articles and iIn this manner”,
according to Ly™A/ fi'le’ of stringers could also be assembled, r-
"We rely on local people and fighters as correspondents* and "Wwe
criticize toefr wbrk g little, by little train them. That 1is
why we have oiir r*pprt*rs everywhere,” iIn the cities* the country-
side and even i1h I]ie mountains."

Another fi”~ortaht aspect of the NLP press operation,
stated Ly, iIs the;|Gaaij) Rhphg Press Agency which has correspondents
in Cuba, Czechosl Wa ¥ The USSR, East Germany, Shata: China,
North Korea, Cambodiai; Algeria and other countries. It concerns
itself with disseminating news of the liberation struggle to foreign*
countries and repqrtj#ig bach foreign news of interest.

"1 would to add one thing,” said Ly as we ended thi o
interview, "In—Sc ufh V|et5nam ¥:ve have a patrlotlc and democratic
He

Journallsts— asap 'j;\yupn'Whlch unites the patrlotlc journalists of
South Vietnam. AI” the journalists iIn the liberated areas are
members and a nuipber of patriotic journalists in Saigon also have
joined our associa&t;lio.r,]z1 A© journalists we pledge ourselves to
sharpen our pensi |o®hfeit-we can effectively contribute to the
struggle of our ppépte for national salvation and an end to U.S.

iggression.” 10 went om to list, the accomplis iments of .the
fel patrioticAou PO a the NLP press in exposing the aims
of U.S. policy ah$f dn uniting the people of South Vietnam”

to oppose the U.Se ;tod ﬁ\esl
- motto of the
It was At this poiht that Ly spoke of the pEnxaoidxikExgHn”™
pen and the /J'—'—” 1-)of the dual role qf .an NLP journalist

in the war os ercltlpn been Waged in South Vietnam.
/A

-
-



To: C.C*
From: Bob Allen

Hes Speaking Tour

I think this tour can be counted a success, both financially
(see financial reports) and in terms of publicizing the-paper
and making contacts* In a number of places there was local
press coverage of my speaking appearances and at least two
radio slots were given over to interviews or tapes of my speeches*
Pam and I tried to make contacts for the paper at each stop.
I gave Winnie the list of stringers | set up and Pam has given
Irv an incomplete list of circulation contacts.

CRITICISMS OF THE PAPER: There seems to be increasing
interest iIn and enthusiasm for the paper on the part of students,
older white rads and blacks. The;* readers whom 1 met (unlike
meetings with readers last summer) tended to be strongly in
agreement with<]he current political tendency of the paper.

The older readers -Who are still with us (and there are many of
them) are really witkyus* In this content several criticisms

of the paper were made”by our supporters O£ .which we should all

be aware. 1) The most frequent criticisn® ie "that the paper is
uncritical# Headers*.like our coverage of the movements but they
feel-we have taken jaimuncritical attitude toward certain groups
(SBS, SITCC) or certain tactics (resistance, disruption). This
criticism was heard from members of the groups in questions or
advocates of the named tactics, so It cannot be dismissed as
sectarian in-fighting. What the readers seem to want is a paper
which iIn 1ts reportage, analysis and criticism, will help them

in thinking through strategy and tactics as well as keep them ~
abreast of domestic and international events. (By the way,
international coverage is almost universally regarded as one of
the paperls strongest points.) This means the Guardian should
provide Serious analytical articles dealing with important

issues facing the movements and iIn i1ts editorials the paper

must not slack from undertaking thoughtful criticism or

advocacy. | think we’ve moved strongly iIn this direction in
recent issues and this must be continued, especially the
publishing of thoughtful analytical articles" examining current
mo“gement issues* 2) Lack of local coverage was the next most
important criticism. The paper is accused of being Hew York-
oriented, elitist, etc. West Coast readers (and Grace Simons)

are particularly upset with our sparse coverage of that area.

In view of the large number of readers (and potential readers

and money) out there, we’ve got to do something about this.

Readers i1n other areas told me about the good and impressive things
which some local two-by-four group was doing, and they -were upset
that the paper gave all of this activity no coverage. The problem,
of course, 1iIs that we never hear of these groups or one of their
members writes and article which iIs so poor that we have to

reject it. But there are lots of such groups doing serious radical
work out there and the editorial floor should have a session

on bow to o™ this i1n some manner other than a glorified



I speak for seven Americans just returned from 3 weeks in North
Vietnam, We have left a country different in so many ways
from what our American press reports that I am anxious that

I will not have the words to make our impressions clears and
understandable.

V/e saw, of course, what we expected: wreckage, suffering,™ WoW
los&, We traveled at dawn, at dusk and throughout the night
to the tarkets defined and attacked by American airpower* We
saw the remains of these tarkets: villages in rubble, crumbling
pagodas* blasted schools, broken* empty hospitals* We met the
victims of pellet bombs and napalm* We -watched from oVinHwvrn

our own planes streaking mrerhiM, the—rage~andr-the
—Fury we fnlt was not imfamj linr.
M e\{c

Brre—th-e“rwe- sew™another Vietnam* one that seems i1h-
comprehensible against the American picture of a stubborn peasant
country being blasted back into the Stone Age. We saw a Vietnam
emerging into the 218t century, a Vietnam accelerating!* its
construction of a socialist society underneath our bombing*

- 1t was an impression that grew gradually through the
three weeks. At first, we took their determination for*rhetoric,
their energy for hysteria, the nightly motion of hundreds
of thousands of people as some vague, senseless activity*
We learned to see gradually*

Out of Hanoi, south on highway one, we traveled forty
°iles an hour on a road the U.S* air force claims to have de-
molished* Trucks, jeeps aiild .even buses passed us by the
hundredsv”~Dvery night, tWw w “vehicles along with thousands of
bicycles move an entire defense system Into a new pattern,
making useless thd hundreds of photographs taken by U.S. reconnaissance
planes only 12 dgmirs earlier.

This total rebImffling of a defense by night was our
first indication of the mass involvement of the Vietnamese
people in the military*strategy of their country. Omii~the
v/aakof mowli Indications\timied to conclusions as we learned
that on those highways biiy with traffic every night, the
eyes and ears of thousands of peasants warn the vehicles of
approaching enemy aircraft. ~Rocket and anti-aircraft defenses
everywhere, and continuously on the moveT] Nearly every
farmer, mother and teenage school boy carry a rifle, operate
evidence of the confidence between the government and the people.
The Vietnam we saw was not devastated by the monstrous airpower
of the United States. V/ saw a people confident in final victory,
committed to the defense of dsi”chiidren, j™land, culture,
future, and transformed by a participation un-
imaginable to us.



Two distinct realities exist side by side in Vietnam today*
One 1s measured by i'v w c b human suffering and ttii—isui mhii & hi"
of former ho”\VOXxtrXs, factories, schools and churches.
The anti-war movement *we._W8laed of these stories and has beer
moved to outrage by the atrocities left by our olares. The.
otaer story is not so clear or familiar to us, Wmr , Wtjtnay
be of greater importance to understanding Vietnam. It can be
the small bamboo houses, pasted with mud, in which people
ieed metal plates to punch pressed, or turn a bicycle wheel to
generate electricity for surgery or teach sconce S1 St to
school children who have left their city and Parents to live with
peasants in the countryside. *
#J rtou, mforging
mt i-aircraftmans— * stjtrfacefea air i
-acedly™ women, who two years ago, could not read or write, attend
medical school to prepare for service in the village iiospj tail
teams ohat dot the countryside. Peasants - =N

water across a dike for 10 hours, crowd into a night class on N

modern agricultural technieues. These 1IKdxK incidents wh ) -
2 1 nl3S0? Kake UP another side of VictnaxuJ m~Through " el aifigifolkd
the Tar has sharpened the vital instru of the future:
education, agriculture, industry. health,

You must . CBEjiA

) know that the confidence that ner”ates has b<m gt

built at great human cost. gyeryone suffers the loss GF someone M k
close. Ho way hasgyet be__found to move the villages themselvi>c»
Yet <+ Tovn villan s Picking their random victims.

+v also know that everywhere we heard and saw 1t affirmed
w Z r g T W SjtS«,?°?ieY ° g st0O” the inevitable reunification
tL  tt¥ tDeOrn i& no HEHt «*e**« a united people®s will
an NGMEF on other hand, has given the world

an important arid powerful message: thht ordisipry people can win*
&nk a1 F&ry Yae18€ fiisfopya” inst “Gle "Greatest teoiSolo”oaf”

., Ih® People of Vietnam are confident. They wait the next
arparity” our planners decree, certain that whatever diftllpre-a

comes, they can meet i1t. And that confidence’is

t,,, > T W oer :apf ®ore ikan a little, by their conviction
Jas+- $$3? war "Aﬁt the people the world_over support
It Jn PMicwlaxt us. They have a deep confidence in us.
fikth fair movement. They celebrate ;its .rrowth. And thex
call us comrades. -

. Today, t]ic Prime Minister of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam
:hs,5eirc y/i1i1h” this message of greetings to the American people.

Ho has nfked thgt it bo tead at this tlfie, as gvigence of hi§ confidence
In ourselves and pur movement: ; 18 conirao”*ce

NN e Mople convey their heartfelt sentiments’.of
the ge »

Viet
cordiality to American ople. “> m.

my T50SB "eentimajKs of solidarity among comrades in
, arms, becausx both thé American and Viétnamese peonies are

torscorw n aim: ,to onpose the US administrat|

war of aggression e.gBir.st Vietnam; . ]
For the Vietnamese neonle, this unjust war encroaches
uoon our sacred national righto. For the American peonlef
7 ??fSeS great barm in all fields, nolitical, economic,
social, internal and external, and runs completely counter
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to the American people®s iInterests.
For our part* the entire Vietnamese people are
determined to carry on this long and hard patriotic war*
and are Tirmly convinced that final victory will be ours.
We* Vietnamese people* thahk our-friends in the
United States who are supporting our _just struggle. We
wish great successes for the movement iIn the USA to oppose
the war of aggression in Vietnam* a movement which is
developing both i1n depth and breadth with each passing day*
<\e are confident iIn you* friends! You are fighters
of ,a great people who* two centuries”™ ago* promulgated
"The Declaration of Independence*H a people who love freedom
for themselves and for ail other peoples the world over*
You and we are struggling for a noble cause* that is*
friendship between our two peoples on the basis of eDuality*
mutual respect and mutual understanding#

« « When we met with the Prime Minister* we told him we would
deliver his sta ement personally to the October 21 Mobilization
Against the War* We informed him that our purpose this day
would be to shut down the Pentagon for 24 hours. We told him
%e would carry signs,of the Vietnamese hero* Nguyen Van Troi/305
lIcN*r~ra”s door:- ;op*\to let him know that Troi"s spirit is
alive in the United States* said*x will close

the Pentagon forever* vive s crrean) Vvt e

After our meeting* we wondered when that day would come.
We wanted to say: let it be today. Today* October 21. Te”ry*

public toleration for this vast war machine. Today can be the

day we cNJrebfaj;e and remember, let today mark, the beginning of

the end forMIcllamera. et today bring the dismantling. 4> FVRL-re, (
the death of the US pentagon* 1t



INTERVIEW

Vietnam Courier XxskB&xRBhssctxA++BK i1nterviewed Robert
Allen, sot an American anti-War activist and staff reporter
for the Rational Guardian, and asked him to describe”™ what
impressed him most during his recent visit to the DRV*

I think InVa way S&ii has impressed me most in the two
weeks I*ve Vbeen in the DRV might be i1llustrated by the several
walks Ifve taken around Hanoi*

For an American to wander at will through the streets of
Hanoi without an interpreter or other escort is at fTirst a
surprising*-and pussling experience* The appearance of bustling

normality in the city iIs Surprising* U.S*
bombs apgkrently have done little to dampen the spirits of the
people oi”ddsrupt the functioning of the city*

Despite tfie fact that a large part of the population has
been evcouhted, people are everywhere and in constant movement,
with the\bicycle.being the favorite form of transportation*

But troops* and military vehicles are not much i1n evidence,
-contrary to what one might have expected to see in a wartime
capital# * ,

Crowds fill the streets and of central Hanoi and the saax
kiosks "ad small shops which line the sidewalks seen to do a
brisk business* “Trying not to bump into people while at the
same time attempting not to stumble into one of the famous
manhole bomb shelters which dot the city*s sidewalks is a
tricky affair*

Hanoi*s beautiful Lake of the Restored Sword: appears to
be still popular with yotxng couples, but the necessities of
wartime have /given it a more somber appearance than must have
been true® In/past years* Ho boats sail upon the lakc?J?%id on
its banks larfe bomb shelters have been constructed to protect
park visitor#0in case of *an American air raid* But through a
surprising twjiet of fate, the sombemess of this scene is
relieved by thip".1laughter of flocks of young children who seem
to delight in /playing on the grass—covered knolls which are
bomb shpAtersi/" =

The/pyeSehpe of so many children in Hanoi is another surprise.
Schog”™ageyfcmidren have been evacuated to scholls dispersed
in the cofa”ttyside, but the little ones remain* The children
of Haoflfefcp™f like the children almost anyplace else: endlessly
active® awvVsjo immersed in life and 1ts new sensations and
emotions™ that",J like small children everywhere and unlike adults,
they ogn LHaghfand cry at practically the same time. Also like
othei”iohiJtenj, they*re filled with a deep curiosity about
stranger”™Aid any foreigner walking throu™i a residential
distri™becoiiesm reluctant pied piper.

* |&merigan, it is difficult to smile iInto the Ixx
bright, anjquiriug faces of Hanoi*s children. It is nearly
impossirile™[to /ldok at them without recalling the photographs

W k™ children whose bodies were perforated

Lets scattered from U.S. fragmentation
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It is difficult to look at *&kbec these children without also
thinking of the U*S# planes which, even at that moment, ere
dropping "flak su pressionr‘bombs on their brothers and sisters
somewhere in NO Vietnam* But the children apparently have
no such difficulty: To them a foreigner iIs an iInteresting
.2nd exciting creature, even if he iIs an American#

2his 1s Inly one oart of the puzzling experience of wandering
around Hanoi. The United States government has launched a
massive attack against Worth Vietn”~.yetitispossible
for a TIHS# citizen to stroll around the DRV s capital >
even to walk past occasional policemen and soldiers, without

being stopped or iInterrogated#

Njjot only Is 1t possible to walk arounf freely, but if you
encounter a Hanoil citizen who speaks some French ®r
and vou tell him that you are an American, instead ofw n to# > [F,)7
his anger at the U.S. bombings or accusing you of being an
enLTSent, he will ixxxx 1nvariably reply that the Vietnamese
people make a distinction between the Americans who bomb their
country and ordinary American citizens. AR =
He mil tell you that he believes that the Anerxcan people
are peace-loving,and that they would be repulsed by pis”™ar.
1T onlv they knew the jix unimaginable destruction and suffering
which”™it 1s”eausing to his people. Such a f~oi1 citizen, usually
will implore you,- the American visitor, to take the truth about
Vietnam back to the U.S,. and the American people. He will
tell-you that he sees no reason why the Vietnamese and American
Soplfs Should, fi~rt. AfiHXxti After all, he mi~t conclude,
the two nation”™ share a common tradition of struggling for
national i1ndependence. N )
One gets this kind of response so frequently xn talking
with Vietnamese that a sceptical American might at first dismiss
it as propafanda* The Vietnamese e?n#t possibly mean this when
??ev Say It#/heiﬂ;ﬂﬁ$ %U{nﬁﬁring a two-week visit this kind
of conversation occurs so frequently and spontaneously, from
government officials right down to ordinary Vietnamese peasants,
that i1t becoMes increasingly difficult to discount it as mere
oronaraMa. TOne also soon learns that during the war of
®esis|SMagainst the French the Vietnamese drew a line between
the French-fcolonialists, clear enemies, and the French people,
potential friends. The Vietnamese say »hey made similar
distinotioiis throughout their long history of struggle fo
national " independence. . m - -
Gradually the -meaning of what iIs being said.becomes clever,
even foriai sceptic. The distinction between “the people and ,
mth&™agg&essOrs™ Seems to he part of the Vietnamese world
outloo]-*and possibly in some degree accounts for the
with eh the. Vietnamese .are fitting against U.S. aggres. ion.
In fighting a given enemy the assumption of the Vietnamese
eappears \to%e that they are not fighting against an entire
dount™ly but only against certain limited aggressive elamont®
/AN/Tthirt gt “"country. Host of the population ese

/mbe eithef Hputral or potential supporters of the Vietnamese

Vv
/
I

CaUUnderct.on ling this basic outlook makes it easier to comprehend
hbw tnjvWi/Dtn&mese people can be such fierce lighters for ta
end how small nation with limited resources,
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such as Vietnam, can successfully resist a massive onslaught
by the world®"s richest and materially most phhx powerful
country. 1 - .- "lv-e_’5 %e

This can of world view combined with-ardent patriotism
IS perhaps v/hat 1s meant by the "human factor™ which is
frequently mentioned in articles and discussions with Viet-

namese friends. .And it is this tax "human factor” — the
strength, courage and determination to win of the Vietnamese
people — which most deeply impressed me in xta this short

visit to North Vietnam.



By Robert L* Allen

Second of two articles

Mary visitors to North Vietnam have commented on the

emancipation of Vietnamese woman and their role in the revolutionary

struggle* Women in the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, as 1 saw for

nyself, enjoy political and economic equality, and patronising attitudes

toward them in the social sphere are rapidly being eliminated* Not

only do women share an equal status with men but, and this is of key

importance, they are organized as a distinct force within North

Vietnamese society*

Traditionally, Vietnamese women were burdened with a servile and

oppressed status vis-a—vis men* Subjected to a harsh Confucian moral

code and legal system, polygany, child marriage, and ngpfWB* regarded as

little more than a means of procreation and a convenient instrument for

woman

ail sorts of work, the Vietnamese JEEES8& in feudal society had little control

over hep own Ufa. A folkson Qxpre8sed her plight*
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®W A woman is like a drop of rain
No one knows whether it will fall into a palace,
or the mud of the rieefielda*

Throughout their long history the Vietnamese hare repeatedly had
to fight against foreign invaders, and women, despite their exploited
position, played an jbopkaaackx important role in ithese patriotic struggles*
An old Vietnamese saying runs! "When the eneay comes, even the women should
fight*"

The women acquitted themselves well in these struggles* In
UO A.D. two sisters, Trung Trac and Trung Nhi, led an insurrection against
Chinese invaders* In 2h8, a 23-year-old women peasant wam, named Trieu
Thi Trinh, together with her brother, led a fight against Chinese feudalists
who had re-invaded Vietnam*

Women took part in the unsuccessful resistance against the French
colonialists in the 19th century* Under French colonial domination the
womans condition worsened as she became the slave®s slave — oppressed
by both the French and Vietnamese men*

With the birth of the revolutionary Lao Dong Party in 1930

women began organizing themselves , first as the Women*s Union for
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Emancipation which later became the Vietnam Womenla Union# Since that

time they have created a revolution within the revolution, many of whose
not yet been fully

ramifications have ywfcxtaixhajotammlsrckz understood# Like Qiban women,

they tapped a revolutionaxy force which so far remains submerged in the

0.S*, even among radicals#

The key to this revolution lay in the realisation that the
liberation of women was intimately connected with the necessity for a
MwafimrkianmayT revolutionary struggle to liberate Vtarimini Vietnam and
build a new society free of foreign domination# More recently this
*mut ThtSXtIfrISXSSaxSBwigrt
same idea has been projected in an appeal issued by the Women* s liiion
for the Liberation of South Vietnam! "Our only way to salvation is to
unite within an organisation and, together with the entire people, struggle
sesolutedl
This i1dea was echoed in the oiy of a woman liberation filter, Minh Khai,
who was sentenced to death by the French colonialists# 'The Revolution is
our way to salvation," she declared#

More recently this same idea has been elaborated and projected in

an appeal issued by the Women*s Union for the Liberation of South Vietnam!

"Our only way to salvation is to unite within an organisation and, together
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with the entire people, struggle resolutely in order to abolish the U.S.-

puppet regime**

contrasts sharply

This declaration with thinking of middle*

class Vietnamese women who, during the colonial period, sought to win

certain reforms and other small improvements in their condition* Skfcy "City

life gave birth to aspirations towards individual happiness, which had been

held up for centuries by feudal morals,' contended Mai Thi Tu in Viethamese

Women ('Vietnamese Studies,' No* 10, 1?66)* 'But the bourgeois women®s

movement dissociated the struggle for the liberation of women from that

for the liberation of the nation* The colonialists used resounding slogans*

individual liberty, emancipation from the yoke of the family, women-®s

participation in social activities, equality of the sexes, etc*, in order

to deflect that movement towards futile goals* socials, dancing parties,

fairs, gambling, etc*" The hnrrKgufot bourgeois woman®s movement, which

dared not confront the radical and "risky* question of liberation from

foreign rule, succeeded in winning professional jobs for a handful of

middle-class women* Otherwise it was a failure, according to Mai Thi Tu*

The present equality enjoyed by Vietnamese women was not easily

Won, Male chauvinism dies hard, and it is no ligth task to dismantle
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an exploitative system and XHjccp replace it with a humane society*
attitudes, contempt for the woman,
Vestiges of feudal and bourgeois mgtixifatthakiiii
underrating of her capacities, her own inferiority complex and sx lack
of self-confidences all of these remained and had to be pxta&tidkyx carefully
and painfully eradicated* At first, men, even supposedly enli”vtened
Party members, were reluctant to give wmbbs Vietnhamese women responsible
positions, or they would not cooperate with women who won such positions*
Only a continuing struggle by the woman themselves changed this situation*
And change it did* In 1966 woman held I6jt of the seats in the
National Assembly, including one vice-president of the very important
Standing Committee* Women occupied two vice-ministerial positions, and
over 27% of the provincial and district people*s council representatives
were women* Women* s participation in agriculture, industry (including
management), scientific and other professions is even more impressive.
greatest surprises
Indeed one of the mBHfcxsngpx* in visiting North Vietnam is the
frequency with which one encounters women in top positions, whether in
schools, factories, hospitals, agricultural cooperatives or government
LA T>TT o
offices* ( ;

Inevitably Vietnamese women ask American visitors about the
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Yet, this has not be achieved at the cost of "femininity*"
Vietnamese women* as most foreign male visitors will attest* are
most attractively feminine and enchanting* despite the rifles slung over

their shoulders or the tools txfc their hands*
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and, in joadtibd: particular,
role of woman in fckn American society generally XMbcforamxMaihw

their role In the various movements* The visitor may reply that American

women — more specifically, shite women — enjoy some measure of formal

equality* The hitch is that subtle forms of exploitation continue to

operate* Women are exploited as sex symbols and used to sell xx everything

from cigarettes to machine tools* They are victinAzed by the fashion and

cosmetics industries* Most men, consciously or unconsciously, do not regard

even many white radicals, who think of themselves as

women as equals, and tagmmeaiiryyiHgiiirfgairh«ti*rkkgettawitali MAmr ti j primt

enlightened, have little regard for the Intellectual capacity of women*

Because they are unorganized women tend to be xmiagpdonl relegated to

subordinate positions, or occasionally one mi~ht be given a shcwplace spot

to prove that 'things really are equal*" A surprising case In point was

the recent New Politics Convention where, according to observers, women

did the drudge-work but, as is the case with "old politics'" conventions,

they played andgoc only a minor role in the decison-making process*

In the black community the situation is rather different since

black women often play a dominant role in the family and the coranunity*

Wta This is due to the political and economic emasculation of the

black male by the white power structure, which makes £ it nearly impossible
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for the average black man to find a decent job to support his family, and
destroys what remianing dignity he possesses* Consequently, black women all
by default of the male,
to oftehy”™find™lHQmselves at the head of a family or jritcbossing oonraunity
affairs*
This is hardly a situation of equality but, quite the reverse,
results from the destruction of the black man and culminates in his resenting
for
and brutalizing the blaok woman, the nearest target fa his hatred of the
real oppressor* Thus many black women find themselves in the paradoxical
position of being acknowledged as strong leaders but they are still subjected
(frustrated)
to brutal exploitation- by husbands or other males*
An attempt to deal with this problem was made at the Black Power
Conference which met in Newark jood last July* The women delegates drafted
a resolution which in effect urged black women to step down from their
dominant positions in the home, the community and the movemen t* But such
a resolution is not helpful sinoe It is like expecting that men will stand
up simply by virtue of the fact that the women choose to sit down*
It also does not begin to attack the underlying problem *M of what Malcolm X

characterized as "internal colonialism”! the oppressed status of black

serosa tha U.S* which results in the breakdown of the family
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and community afcznboaeas structures*

Many black women are indeed strong leaders, but this Myxscmcsc does

not mean they should relinquish their strength or hand over their roles on

a platter to men*K The black liberation movement is clearly in rofsst need

of all the strength it can muster to organize the still lost brothers and

sisters, and mobilize those black men who have managed to retain or recover

their manhood* As the Vietnamese have demonstrated, real equality of the

sexes can come only with the liberation of the black conmunity from colonial

oppression* More specifically, black women cannot free themselves of

exploitation by black men nor can black men achieve dignity except in the

struggleto win genuine ecjskikfcy equality and self-determination for the entire

black community* And certainly this goal cannot be achived if black women

vote themselves out of the struggle
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Beyond the question of womans liberation, the struggle of the

ghrgyow THA Im kifen U K |
Vietnamese people has much else to say to our own movements. SncxFiIRSXinQi

mfgHarth kViwtTPm
e EktVyvI™mCT The i1agt 1 want to mention is that the very existence
of North Vietnam attests to the fact that a decentralised socialist sooiety
responsive to the needs of itspeople is more than a theoretical possibility.
The DRV has completely decentralised its administrative, industrial, health,
educational and other facilities in order to insure national survival in
the face of the U.S. air war. This decentralisation and dispersion will
their
undoubtedly have a lonfc-term influence on the future development of Msxfck
society.
JF True, much of this occurred in response to a war situation, but one
can feel confident that, for example, the North Vietnamese are not likely
to build big colleges and universities lumped together in one place making it
possible to virtually demolish the entire complex in lUX one bombing raid.
They will think twice about constructing huge impersonal factories, ideal
targets, 1T a combination of smaller units integrated into the countryside
can do the same job. A great deal of local autonony will likely be maintained

at the provincial and district levels since it has braao been found that this

cuts red tape and encourages local initiative/
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Ironically* the Pentagon can take sons credit for helping to
build the kind of society in North Vietnam which migit interest and
encourage American movement radicals who want to build a new society here

at hone — ma society in which the Pentagon will be dismantled*
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fu-j
Vietnaa - a people whoo have not been defeated or cowed by the massive

U*S. air war directed aginst the® bet, on the contrary, are confident that
they can continue to resist this aggression and see it through to final
victory* I bring greetings from a people who have had to face a most
incredible and truly diabolical assortment of weapons which have wreaked
destruction and suffering upon them* Weapons such as this innocuous
looking fragmentation bomb* You’ve read about these* 300 of them are
thrown from a single canister carried by an American warplane* When they
hit the ground they explode and spew out a deadly spray of fragments —
fragments which are utterly useless against the steel and concrete Mxx

LBJ told us he was bombing but are highly effective in tearing and destroying
human bodies*

I spent almost 3 weeks in the democratic Bepublic of Vietnam together
with 6 other Americans* We saw the destruction, but we also saw something
else* We saw a society which is continuing to build despite the bombs,

a society in which the whole people have risen up to defend their country,
a society which has organized itself tasatotanta in toto to make bombs
ineffective* We drove around the countryside and visited “ospit~s”Jfactories
and schools which had been evacuated from the cities* We saw peasant huts made of mud
which contained spphisticated machinery and skilled workers, hospitals integrated
- into groves of banana trees, and schools tuoked away in agricultural cooperatives*

At bight we saw a whole nation on the raive — in trucks, cars,
on bicy&es and on foot — moving supplies and anfip equipment aqd shifting
an entire defense system Into new patterns thee making useless the hundreds

fcWjrgg taken during

of mMFidiiiinm photographs rimwmtfFlii the day by American

reconnaissance planes*
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Ccfrav<
Slowly we ecu to understand what the Vietnamese non mean by the

term "people* s war*™ — the active and conscious involvement of the whole
nation ;h {he defense effort* Gradually\Ne(¥ﬂg<to understand the confidence
of the Vietnamese people* and their firm and clear determination to fight 3 J £ #
for 5, 10 or eventwenty years to maintain their freedom and independence*
In Hahoi 1 was given a message to deliver to this gathering tonite.

The message is from the director of a bi-weekly newspaper called Thong Nhat,
which means re-unification* Thong Nhat should have a special meaning for

us in the anti-war movement because it is published by %ﬁkﬁeiqrnf men who
were re-grouped from South to Horth Vietmm in 195h under the terms of the
Geneva Agreements* Many of them haven*t seen their families in more than

a dozen years* But they aren*t demoralized and they continue to fight for

a unified Vietnam* They see us as friends and allies in that struggle*

The message readst

In the film you just saw Wilfred Burchett spoke of the international
value of the Guardian* Let me tell you a little bit about what that means*
Hie National Guardian is considered to be tremendously important by the
Vietnamese* In fact, and this is no exaggeration, in North Vietnam the

UHy w
Guardian iW the most widely read and distributed American newspaper, bar none*
Almost everyone 1 met knew of the paper and 1 was told that articles from
the Guardain are frequently reprinted in the North Vietnamese press* 1 was
also told <fcfaW by several fey different people that the paper even gets

zones !

into the liberated of South Vietnam, the one part of the world where
we were afraid we mi~rt have a real circulation problem*

I met with any number of people who follow the paper so clodely
that we could sit down and have discussions about specific articles or

particular writers* And | have transmitted their suggestions and their

criticisms to ny colleagues on the aadrftt*staff*
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The Vietnamese follow the paper because, first of all, we support
their struggle* We don"t just oppose the war but we consciously support the
jJust struggle of the Vietnamese people against U*S. aggression* Secondly,

and of equal importance, they count on the Guardian for reportage and pbjactive

analysis of what is going mam in the Anti-war movemnt, the black fanrotm liberation
struggle, the student movemnt and the American left generally* This is
something which they can®"t get from the daily press or party papers.

All of this made a deep impression on me and re-affirmed my belief
that the Guardian must saslrinis continue to grow, not simply for the sake of
our own « » w b movements but also because we have a responsibility toward
the Vietnamese and our other friends of the Third World who are in the frant ,

v T NAs roANSE3fj/
lines of the struggle to destroy American imperailism* To do less is tO
vWt-* VSK +11"£+-S

betray ourselves, and |to betray friends”around the world who count on the

National Guardian*



-S//T

\/ic-ro(Z S
p b FbadT

(jgz-8975-



MESSAGE

on
Dear friends sf the staff of the national Guardians

On the occasion of the October 27 annual dinner of the National

Guardian, we extend to you our warmest greetings of friendship and solidarity.

To Vietnamese readers, your National Guardian is one among those

papers which have drawn our closest attention since you are making active

w nArinc contributions to the common struggle of Americans against the U.S.

government’s policy of aggression in Vietnam.

May your paper further progress in order to discharge your noble

responsibility, thus serving the true interests of the American people and

building the friendship between the poeple of our two countries.

Nguyeh Minh Vy

Director, Thong Nhat



By Robert L. Allen
Staff reporter, National Guardian

The a”™-war movement in the United States is moving to a new
stage of activity. At the same time, recent public opinion polls
have shown that increasing numbers of American people, including
prominent public figures, are coming to oppose Johnson’s war of
aggression against North and South Vietnam,

The new stage iIn the anti-war movement may be characterized
by the word "resistance®,” and it stands iIn contrast to an earlier
stage of mere protest. The new stage will be characterized by
massive civil disobedience to the government, and it will be
officially isst kicked off in the week of October 16 to *21.

On Oct. 16 thousands of young men in the U.S. plan to return
their draft cards to the military authorities, thus indicating their
active refusal to cooperate in any manner with the U.S. armed forces.
This action may result in many of these youths being arrested and
thrown into jai2a because in the U.S. all men are required by law
to have iIn their possession at all times draft cards or equivalent
military identification papers. These young men are tslcxx
engaging In this action because of their strong opposition to the
war in Vietnam and because they beleibe that to risk beihg jailed
iIs the least they must do in trying to resist the U.S. war machine.
They also hope that their deed will iInspire many more young men to
resist conscription, or at least to openly express their opposition
to the war.

Older men and women who are not subject to conscription are
being organized to engage in sympathy demonstrations and other
actions to support the men who defy the U.S. government’s effort
to make them murderers of the Vietnamese people. In addition,
many other local actions are expected to take place all over the
U.S, from Oct. 16 until Oct. 21.

On Oct. 21 a massive act of resistance against the war will
occur i1n Washington. Thousands of people from throughout the
country are expected to converge on Washington and surround the
Pentagon — the nerve center of the U.S. military establishment —
in an effort to seal it off and close it down. These war
opponents will form a ring around the Pentagon and attempt to
prevent anyone from entering or leaving the building. There is
also a possibility that some of, the demonstrators will themselves
enter the building In an effort to disrupt i1ts operations and create
chaos within the military bureaucracy.
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These actions on Oct. 21 will present Johnson with a choice:
Either he can use police and troops to suppress the large numbers
of ordinary American/ citizens who will participate in the
dsmsKstar demonstration, or he can allow the Pentagon to be shut
down. The choice iIs his, but either way this action will
BCHEJEHCTIC demonstrate the determination of the anti-war forces
to stop the U.S. war aginst Vietnam by any means necessary.

Such a course of action — from protest to active resistance —
IS necessarily fraught with new difficulties as well as new
opportunities. For example, there is always the danger that some
support for the anti-war cause will be lost because some people
will view the new action as too dangerous or adventurous.

However, this iIs a question of education and of showing war
opponents that one friala form of auction does not necessarily pre-
clude the use of other forms.

The anti—war movement has wea.th.ered other storms iIn the past
which i1nvolved®™ the risk of losing support. Early iIn the history
of the anti—war maxsnrarEfc struggle there was a great debate over
whether demonstrations should be organized on a non-exclusionist
basis. That is, should all persons and organizations which were
opposed to the war be i1nvited to participate in joint actions even
iT there were serious political differences between these forces
on questions not related, to the war? This debate wa.s resolved
in favor of non-exclusionism, and resulted in the creation of an
anti-war coalition which has organized, many successful demonstrations

Another debate sprang up concerning what should be the fore-
most slogan put forward iIn an anti-war demonstration. Should
the demonstrators call for ™egotiations with the NLF” or .
Withdraw U.S. troops from Vietnam”? This debate was resolveMriVv~/"
favor of the withdrawal position as it was seen that the
negotiations position was a trap. Johnson might indeed cynically
offer to “nhegotiate” directly with the NLF — but not with the
intention of ending the war and withdrawing U.S. troops.

More recently there have been many arguments over whether the
anti—vwa.r movement should call for a “pause” iIn the bombing of
North Vietnam or demand an ™unconditional halt” to the bombingl
Most clear-thinking war opponents realize that the only acceptable
position is to demand that the bombing be stopped unconditionally.
Johnson has arranged bombing ”pauses” on previous occasions, but
+hss these have only been used as deceitful pretexts for hew
escalations” since Johnson claimed afterwards that North Vietnam had
not satisfied him with a ”reciprocal” action and therefore he was
"forced” to resume and intensify the bombing.
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As these debates within the anti-war movement have been*
resolved some supporters have indeed been lost = at least
initially. But experience has shown that proper educational
efforts combined with growing anti-war sentiment among the
general population have served In the long run to increase the
number of perticipants in the anti—-war movement. There is
reason to believe that the same pattern will occur on and
after Oct. 21— with an initial diminishing of support followed
by iIncreasing support for the anti—wa.r movement as more and more
people come to oppose the war iIn Vietnam, and those who are
already war opponents decide to intensify their opposition.

A development of great significance for the anti-war
movement — and for all of American society — iIs the growing
revolt among the Afro-American people. As this revolt deepend
more and more black people are opposing the war in Vietnam.

The rebellions this summer in many American cities reflected

the fact that for most black people living conditions have not
improved, and for many these conditions have worsened in the last
10 or 20 years. All of the civil rights demonstrations since
1954 have not materially changed these conditions. Some laws
have been passed which theoretically guarantee civil rights for
Afro-Americans, but then the laws are not enforced and dis-
crimination continues. Furthermore, these laws have not done
mueh to create new jobs or build new houses for black people.

The summer rebellions grew out of these conditions and
the increasing frustrations of the average feaisk black man who
iIs forced to live in a ghetto with little hope that his life
or the life of his children will ever get better.

But the summer rebellions present cefctain problems in the
view of Miose progressive blacks who want to organize a successful
struggle for equality and self-determination. Firstly, the
rebellions were in large part spontaneous and unorganized
outbursts of activity. There is a great need for careful
organization. Secondly, the hatred wkisdte which was evident in
these rebellions tended to be expressed indiscriminately and
without direction. Progressive Afro-Americans face the task of
educating the b&ack masses to see that the real enemy is the
system which oppresses us — not necessarily the entire white race
Tactically, the black freedom movement, 1f it Is to succeed
must be prepared to form certain alliances with sympathetic whites
who are able to render appropriate assistance to our struggle.
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Thirdly, the black middle-class, which enjoys a somewhat
privileged position, has not taken an active part In the present
struggle, and sometimes even opposed it. These are our most
educated and skilled people but they have been tricked into believing
that they have nothing in common with the black masses. 13
actuality, however, they are faced with the same Oppression and
discrimination as the masses of black people. The only
difference is that the black middle-class has been hhrown one or
two crumbs from the master’s table. Therefore, progressive
blacks must educate this group to see that i1t’s true iInterest
lies in supporting and taking a leading role in the black
freedom struggle.

Progressive blacks view our struggle as being closely related
to the struggle of the Vietnamese people. We have a common
enemy. We sometimes say that black people are an internal
colony of the U.S. and that the U.S. government is trying to
make Vietnam into an external colony. This iIs why progressive
kiHEk Afro-Americans give Tirm support to yskKXgix&ggiis the
struggle of the Vietnamese people for national independence.

One other important new development in the anti—-war movement
should be mentioned. That is the increasing effort being made to
stimulate anti-war sentiment and anti-war organizing among U.S.
soldiers. For example, in the last few months two new publications
have been established which will be Oirculated among U.S. troops,
both at home and abroad. One hews of these newspapers is called
"The Bond” and the other is "Stars & Stripes for Peace.”™ The
purposes of these publications are 1) to provide facts concerning
the nature of the U.S. agressive war iIn Vietnam and encourage anti-
war sentiment among U.S. troops, and 2) to provide useful concrete
information to those G-I’s who desire to set up anti-war
groups among their fellow soldiers. Both sf these publications
and other efforts to influence the Gl’s represent a crucial
step in building an effective American anti-war movement.

A two—week visit to the Democratic Republic of Vietnam has
convinced me that intensified and expanded anti-war efforts -
such as those discussed above — are essential If the anti-war
movement s to have any real effedbt on the U.S. war machine.

The task will not be an easy one. Many difficulties lie ahead
and many of us iIn the anti-war movement must expect to be beaten,
jailed and otherwise suppressed by the U.S. government. But the
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sight of the savage destruction wreaked on North Vietnam by
U.S. warplanes will serve as a constant reminder that our
sacrifices are very small when compared with Mie sufferings
forced upon the Vietnamese people* At the same time, the sight
memory of the new society being constructed in North Vietnam
despite U.S* bombs will serve as an inspiration to continue

and accelerate our work of building a new and humane society

in the United States*



