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This
Picture
. . . was taken at Cam Che In South Viet­
nam by a U.S. news photographer. It 
shows a mother seeking to comfort her 
child burned by napalm dropped by a 
U.S. plane during “Operation Colorado.”

The child most likely has died since— 
and one is almost tempted to say, merci­
fully, because for most victims of napalm, 
survival is living death. You will note 
the care with which the numbed mother 
seeks to avoid touching her child’s skin. 
If she did, her fingers would sink into 
the destroyed flesh.

It is not easy to write such words. One 
tries to wait until the nausea and the 
anger subside — if they ever will — and 
then to search for appropriate words to 
seek to convey to one’s fellow Ameri­
cans the meaning of such a photo­
graph. In the end one concludes there 
are no appropriate words. There can 
only be a sense of horror, and a deter­
mination to take this evidence of U.S. 
behavior in South Vietnam and con­
front the conscience of a nation with it.

The photograph reached the GUAR­
DIAN the day the President of the 
United States celebrated his 58th birth­
day. He sat in the comfortable living 
room of his ranch house in Texas, his 
wife by his side, and reminisced with 
reporters. He talked of his past, his par­
ents and grandparents, the burdens of 
his office, and his feelings about his life. 
He said he had much to be thankful for 
—a happy family, lovely daughters and 
a lovely home.

He gazed across the lawns to the Ped- 
ernales River swollen with rain and 
said: “We spend too much time worry­
ing about things that go wrong — and 
too little thinking about the things that 
go right.”

He felt the war in Vietnam was going 
right, but of course things occasionally 
go wrong — like last week, U.S. planes 
napalm - bombed a U.S. outfit kill­
ing a (censored) number of troops 
and burning others the way the Viet­
namese baby was burned. But that’s the 
way war goes: there will always be chil­
dren, and they become the unfortunate 
victims of war, and bombing mistakes 
do happen too.

By the same token we can expect more 
unfortunate victims — Vietnamese and 
U.S.—with the contemplated plan to 
raise the number of U.S. troops in South 
V i e t n a m  to 600,000 in the next 18 
months. It’s a small country, and even 
precision bombing can’t be that precise.

The problem is, as the President took 
pains to tell the reporters on his birth­
day, the most important thing is to make 
the communist world “understand” that 
the American people and their govern­
ment genuinely want peace. He acknowl­
edged that there were difficulties in 
communication but he believed that 
“when they do understand it, I don’t 
think there will be any trouble.”

Perhaps if he had a chance to talk 
with the mother in this photo he might 
be able to impress upon her that her 
child was really a sacrifice to his desire 
for peace.

Somehow the nausea and the anger do 
not go away. There are no words. There 
can only be determination . . . .

—THE GUARDIAN
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FOR THOSE WHO ARE READING this news­
weekly. for the first time, the NATIONAL ' 
GUARDIAN was founded as an independent, 
radical publication in October, 1948, to serve as " 
an antidote to the distortions and omissions of 1 
the commercial press and to offer the people of 
America an alternative* both * journalistic and 
political, to what we conceived to be the dead 
end of U.S. policy—both at home and abroad.

At home, we have fought for and offered our 
services to all who have waged the good fight 
for equality for all Americans regardless of color 
(an example of our on-the-scene reporting in 
this field is by William A. Price on page 7) and 
for a restoration of Constitutional civil liberties 
of all Americans.-We have espoused the cause 
of the wage earner and the small family farmer 
as well as the small businessman; we have fought 
to conserve the resources of America for fair 
distribution and use by all the people of this • 
country. Above all, we have advocated a course 
of independent political action to offer an al­
ternative to the deadly sameness of the major 
political parties—including an analysis of so­
cialism as an alternative, system for the U.S. • 

On foreign policy, we have opposed the preda­
tory course pursued by the U.S. government 
since the end of World War H. This moved us_ 
to a strenuous opposition to U.S. interventiorT < 
in Korea and to advocacy of friendship with 
the socialist nations of the world—particularly 
the Soviet Union and China—and economic aid 
without strings for the newly emerging nations.- 

The GUARDIAN is affiliated with, no organi­
zation or political party and is supported by the 
people who read the paper. We invite all first 
and sometime readers to join us as permanent 
members of the GUARDIAN family.

/  _ —THE GUARDIAN ■

April 17, 1965 i - ̂
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Reprinted from National Guardian

MRS. FANNIE LOU HAMER of Ruleville, Miss., seems to have 
vowed to follow the policy of the song with which she moves 

audiences to foot-stamping, clapping and fervor—“Go tell it on the 
mountain, over the hills and everywhere. Go tell it on the mountain, 
to let my people go.”

At conferences and meetings and in press interviews she tells her 
story. Will she suffer reprisals for telling the story of the Negro’s life 
in the Delta of Mississippi? “I’ve been in hell for 46 years; it doesn’t 
make any difference,” Mrs. Hamer says in reply.

Then she recounts the troubles she has met since Aug. 13, 1962, 
when she traveled from Ruleville to the county seat at Indianola to 
register to vote as one step toward changing the hell she lives in.

That night when she returned to the plantation where she had 
worked for 18 years as a sharecropper and timekeeper she was met 
by the plantation owner. “He told me I would have to go back to 
Indianola and withdraw my registration or leave the plantation,” she 
says. “I told him I wasn’t trying to register for him; I was register­
ing for myself. I left the place that night.”

As life in Mississippi goes, the plantation owner informed Mi’s. 
Hamer’s husband, Perry, that if he would remain on the plantation 
to harvest the bean crop, he would be allowed to take their personal 
possessions with him when he left. Hamer acquiesced.

MRS. HAMER went to the home of friends in Ruleville. On Sept.
10,16 bullets were fired at the home where she was staying. That 

was the night that two girls were injured by shots fired into the 
home of another Negro voter registration worker.

Mrs. Hamer began to work for the Council of Federated Organ­
izations, coordinating body of civil rights groups working on voter 
registration in the state. She is a field secretary of the Student Non­
violent Coordinating Committee. Her husband works in a cotton 
gin during the cotton season.

The Hamers’ living conditions are typical of those of the Delta 
Negro. They rent a small house which has no running water; they 
supplement their food supply by growing peanuts, beans and okra. 
They supplement their clothing through the donations from the 
civil rights organizations’ food and clothing drive. Mrs. Hamer says: 
“The first long coat I ever had in my life came from the clothing 
drive. I t ’s rather hard to find clothes for me because I wear 
a size 22y2-" “But,” she quickly added, “the clothing drive is most 
important for the children. There are children out of school because 
they have no clothes.”

February 13, 1964

Major and minor harassments are part of Mrs. Hamer’s daily 
life. She told how, one night just before Christmas when her hus­
band got up to go to the bathroom, thei’e was a knock at the door. 
“My husband said, ‘Come in,’ and in walked S. W. Milam/ the night 
police, and Dink Flemings, the Sundown Kid, a deputy. They asked 
him: ‘What are you doing up this time of night?’ You know S. W. 
Milam is the brother of J. W. Milam, the man who killed Emmet 
Till, and he’s our night police.”

ON JUNE 3 when Mrs. Hamer and other registration workers were 
returning from a voter registration workshop in Charleston, S.C., 

they got off a bus at a rest stop in Winona, Miss. They were all 
arrested. At the jail Mrs. Hamer said, “They gave a Negro prisoner 
a club and made me lie face down on a bunk. He beat me until he 
was exhausted. They gave the club to another prisoner and told the 
first to sit on my feet while the other beat me some more. They beat 
me until I was hard as metal.” (At this point, Mrs. Hamer inter­
rupted her tale to ask: “How long do they think we can take these 
things nonviolently?”).

“I could hear the screams of Miss Annelle Ponder, [another 
registration worker arrested]; they beat us all. The next day when 
Lawrence Guyot [another SNCC worker] came to get us out they 
arrested him and beat him. His shirt was all bloody. When the FBI 
finally came to take pictures, they had me hold my hands up; they 
took pictures of the front, but didn’t take any of my back where I 
was beaten.”

(Last December a federal jury found the law enforcement 
officers not guilty in a U.S. Justice Department suit charging use of 
law enforcement power to deprive a citizen of constitutional rights.)

“You see,” Mrs. Hamer said of segregationists, “they are afraid. 
They’re afraid that why we want our rights is so we can be and act 
just as they do. But I couldn’t act like that. I don’t want to lie and 
cheat; I just want to vote and live decent.”

MRS. HAMMER’S family has lived in Sunflower County <the 
home of Sen. James Eastland) for three generations. She does 

not intend to leave; she is hot afraid to stay. “I tell them the truth,” 
she said. “I told the policeman who had arrested me: ‘And hath 
made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of 
the earth . . . Acts 17-26.’ He was mad; he just shook. I don’t have 
to raise my hand to hit back; I him them with the truth, and it 
hurts them.”

Mrs. Hamer often intersperses her speech with Biblical quota­
tions. As often as the opportunity arises she reminds powers-that-be 
in Ruleville that Jesus once said: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon 
me, because He hath anointed me to preach the gospel to -ttie poor; 
He hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to 
the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty 
them that are bruised.”

She is courageous and frank. She speaks of freedom and struggle 
at mass meetings when the Ruleville mayor and/or police are present 
with the same vigor as in their absence. She once remarked to an 
FBI agent: “If I get to Heaven and I see you, there I will tell St. 
Peter to send me on back to Mississippi.” —Joanne G ran t

(Mrs. Hamer has urged that food and clothing be sent to her 
c/o I. Johnson, 820 Quiver St., Ruleville, Miss.)
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EXCLUSIVE INSIDE STORY FROM THE BATTLEFRONT

U.S. debacle in South Vietnam

‘SPECIAL WARFARE’: A U.S. HELICOPTER DROPS VIETNAMESE ‘CANNON FODDER’ 
The UJS. strategy is a colossal failure; is direct intervention next?

By W. G. B urche tt 
INSIDE THE LIBERATED ZONE 

OF SOUTH VIETNAM

F OR MORE THAN a month I have been traveling 
in the liberated zones of South Vietnam. I have 

talked with leaders of the armed forces of the Na­
tional Liberation Front, with guerrilla chiefs, with po­
litical leaders of the NLF, with officer deserters from 
the U.S.-backed government forces, with prisoners- 
of-war and provincial and village councils in the freed 
zones. I have visited jungle arsenals, where with forg­
es and molds set up under rough shelters, sections of 
railway tracks and chunks of scrap metal were being 
converted into guns, mines, hand grenades and other 
weapons.

Conditions in many places I visited are tough, espe­
cially in perimeter areas where the population is sub­
ject to savage raids, but morale is sky-high. The news 
of the Saigon coup which overthrew the Ngo brothers 
was accepted as one more proof that the people’s forces 
had the U.S. interventionists and their local puppets 
“on the run,” though I found no illusions that the mil­
itary junta would be any improvement on the Diemist 
regime.
ON THE DEFENSIVE: The views of military leaders 
of the NLF regular forces were confirmed by interviews 
with ex-Diemist officers, and by everything I could see 
with my own eyes—not to mention the hard facts sym­
bolized by red and blue lines, arrows and circles on the 
military maps — by even the despairing dispatches 
which poured into my little transistor set from west­
ern radio stations. The U.S. is plunged into a< deep 
military and political crisis in South Vietnam; a crisis 
of strategy, of tactics and of technique. If U.S. corre­
spondents in Saigon speak of “stalemate,” the truth 
is that the U.S.-backed troops have been forced onto 
the strategic defensive.

They have lost the military initiative and for the 
most part are reduced to reacting to initiatives by the 
regular forces of the NLF. And this is nothing that can 
be repaired by ceasing to persecute the Buddhists or 
students. I t is something that existed before the crisis 
over the repression of Buddhists arose. And it is safe 
to say that had military affairs been going well and 
enough “Communists” killed daily to suit Washington, 
the repression of Buddhists would have been passed 
over in official U.S. silence, just as the ferocious re­
pression of the ordinary population has been passed 
over in silence for the past eight years.

“Special warfare,” that special military arm of neo­
colonialism which President Kennedy admitted is be*' 
ing tried out in South Vietnam, is a failure. Perhaps 
it was “unfortunate” for the Americans' that they 
should have chosen South Vietnam for the first ex­
periment, using as “guinea pigs” a people highly ex­
perienced in guerrilla warfare and in combining po­
litical with military tactics.

The specific feature of “special warfare” is that the 
“cannon fodder” is provided by the “natives” or local 
troops, while strategic and tactical control is exer­
cised by the neocolonialists (in this case the U.8.) as 
opposed to imperialist intervention in colonies by 
means of an expeditionary force.

“Special warfare” in South Vietnam has been pushed 
to its extreme limits. That is, despite all the talk of ob­
struction by the Nge brothers, the U.S., through Gen. 
Paul Harkins, has over-all strategic control of military 
operations; U.S. military advisers are present a t every 
echelon in staff headquarters in planning strategy; they

are also at every level in tactical operations from army 
division down to company level. Political and military 
advisers also function at the level of provincial and 
district government. U.6. advisers, in fact, plan stra­
tegy and tactics and direct and take part in actual 
combat. The U.S. Air Force—with no further attempt 
at camouflage—participates in combat operations and 
transports government troops to combat areas.
THE NEXT STEP? m  this sense, as a member of the 
Central Committee of the NLF expressed it, “special 
warfare” has reached its highest stage of development. 
For the Americans to go any further means abandon­
ing “special warfare” and engaging in “limited” or “lo­
cal” warfare, which entails commitment of U.8. ground 
forces. “They may do this,” he continued. “We axe not 
taking any chances. But do they really think with 
150,000 or 200,000 UB. troops here they can do bet­
ter than the French did in seven years here with 400,- 
000 troops or in Algeria for eight years with 000,000? 
We don’t think so, but we’re prepared for this and 
ready to wage a long guerrilla war until they learn a 
proper lesson.”

Officers who deserted from the Diemist forces agreed 
that it was because of the crisis In UB.-Diemist mili­
tary strategy—and not because of repression of Budd­
hists—that Washington ordered the overthrow of Ngo 
Dinh Diem and his brother. There were differences of 
tactics and strategy between the Americans and Diem, 
but these also sprang from the one fundamental source 
—the defeat of “special warfare” in South Vietnam, 
and American acceptance of having been put on the 
strategic defensive.

For instance, US. advisers wanted to abandon many 
isolated military posts and the “strategic hamlets” 
which they, were supposed to defend, whereas Diem 
was reluctant to abandon territory and population; 
the Americans wanted in this way to accumulate mo­
bile reserves. But this represented a defeat in itself.

Diem preferred to launch big operations employing 
units up to one division; the U8. preferred employing 
smaller units which could be transported by the heli­
copters at their disposal. Big operations which the 
Americans had planned had to be called off because 
the NLF forces struck in force in other areas—in the 
Mekong Delta, for instance—and troops earmarked 
for offensive operations had to be used on defensive 
operations.
LESSON NOT LEARNED: “The United States has 
not yet drawn conclusions from the theory and tac­
tics of ‘special warfare’ because its application and its 
lessons are too new for them,” a veteran military lead­
er of the NLF told me. “But from our guerrilla activi­
ties specially designed to counter ‘special warfare’ we 
can draw our conclusions quite specifically. We know 
now that they cannot win.” He went on to give exam­
ples of defeats in tactics, specifically the employment 
of helicopters (see the story on page 3) and then con­
cluded: ,

“The Americans in South Vietnam are militarily 
bankrupt. We defeated their new tactics by employing 
only guerrillas. The crisis in their ‘special warfare’ tac­
tics is there, but as yet this is not dangerous for them, 
because they are still superior in effectives and equip­
ment. But the relation of forces changes every day in 
our favor and when this reaches a certain point, the 
crisis in tactics will also become dangerous for them.”

The point is that the U.S. have been employing ev­
erything that their “special warfare” has to offer in 
strategy and tactics against NLF units of platoon, com­
pany and a t most battalion strength—and have been 
forced into a static or defensive position. What are 
they going to do when they encounter units of regi­
mental size or even of several regiments? And that 
such forces will be operating is the logical development 
of a people’s war. It is the logic that led to Dien Bien 
PhiL
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HOW VIETNAMESE REBELS TRAPPED THE U.S.-DIEMIST TROOPS

Slaughter at hoc Ninh: Guerrilla chief’s story
By W. G. Burchett 

INSIDE THE LIBERATED ZONE 
OP SOUTH VIETNAM

ONE THING that helped seal the late 
of the Diem regime was that the 

repression of the Buddhists 1) revealed 
that the NLP was excellently organ­
ized in Saigon, Hue,and other cities, and 
2) coincided with a succession of mili­
tary disasters for the U.S. - Diemist 
forces. Had the support of the Buddhists 
been restricted to that expressed in the 
first slogan of “Religious Freedom,” the 
Saigon demonstration would have been 
limited to a handful of Buddhist bonzes 
and a few thousand of the faithful. But 
to this original slogan were added two 
others, “Democratic Liberties” and “End 
U.S.—Diemist Terrorism.”

It was these latter slogans and the 
NLP support in Saigon that brought hun­
dreds of thousands of people into the 
streets in bloody battles with the Diemist 
gendarmerie, and struck terror into the 
hearts of U.S. military leaders and dip­
lomats. On top of this came the military 
disaster at Loc Ninh, about 125 miles 
southwest of Saigon in the Mekong River 
Delta. It was a highly significant en­
gagement.

Here was the perfected application of 
a new guerrilla tactic known as "wiping 
out enemy posts and annihilating enemy 
reinforcements.” The American version 
of the engagement is that acting on per­
fect intelligence information, they trap­
ped a battalion of 300 “Viet Cong” but 
were beaten off with heavy losses in their 
attempt to wipe them out. In fact, the 
NLP forces deliberately invited battle in 
a maneuver which was to be repeated 
time and time again in the weeks that 
followed. The engagement took place on 
Oct. 19-20 shortly, after I arrived in the 
liberated zones.
BATTLE SETTING: Loc Ninh represents 
typical delta country—flat marshy land 
or ricefields intersected with canals and

A FLIGHT TO DISASTER? 
Gl in copter over South Vietnam

creeks, a few trees along the canal banks, 
some bamboo around the hamlets and 
marsh bushes three to six feet high grow­
ing in the wastelands. Loc Ninh is typical 
also of most villages in the Delta region 
which benefited from land reform dur­
ing the anti-French resistance war, lost 
part of the land back to the landlords 
when the Diemist regime moved in, but 
took most of this back again after the 
NLF started organizing. It was surround­
ed by half-a-dozen Diemist military 
posts at from four to 12, miles distant. A 
nucleus of guerrillas from the resistance 
war had been reactivated under the NLP 
and expanded.

On Oct. 17. guerrillas attacked a post

at Nhu Ngang, killing 75 government 
soldiers after they had refused to sur­
render, and capturing a rich booty of 
arms. Next day the Americans sent a 
helicopter-borne force to recapture the 
post, but as they found themselves sur­
rounded, they retreated to their helicop­
ters. attacked by the guerrillas as they 
withdrew. Later that day, guerrillas as­
saulted two more outposts — at Ben 
Luong, where they blew up the block­
house and a bridge over the Cai Ghanh 
river, and at Lai Niem, where they also 
blew up the blockhouse with the kind of 
petards that blasted the fortifications at 
Dien Bien Phu.
THE PLAN: “When we annihilated these 
outposts, we calculated what the enemy 
would do,” explained a lean, hollow­
cheeked veteran officer of the NLP reg­
ular forces who took part in the opera­
tion. “It was inevitable that they would 
come in force, and this is what we want­
ed. We had already planned to receive 
them at Bai-Ai, a deserted hamlet near 
Loc Ninh village, and we did not hide 
the fact that we were there.” Bai-Ai is 
a patch of land about 1,800 yards long 
and 125 yards wide, with bamboo bushes 
around the perimeter, water-filled paddy 
fields with knee-high green rice around 
three sides and wasteland dotted with 
shrubs on the fourth side. The aban­
doned houses were all surrounded by 
deep ditches, as is customary in that 
area. The guerrillas, stiffened by a unit 
of NLP regular forces, but fewer than 
500 in all, were well dug in around the 
bamboo perimeter, with communication 
trenches leading back to the ditches 
around the houses.

“Sure enough,” continued the officer, 
“at dawn on the 20th, two B-26 bombers 
came over and started unloading high 
explosive and napalm bombs. Then 
fighters came in to strafe with rockets 
and machine-guns, while a total of 17 
helicopters started unloading troops at 
two positions to the northeast and 
northwest of Bai-Ai. For the Americans, 
it must have seemed a perfect terrain, 
very flat, almost no cover for us—but 
in fact we were well dug in and with 
good camouflage that the bombings 
hardly disturbed. The air attacks con­
tinued as the Diemist troops advanced, 
two groups of 200 each wading across the 
ricefields up to their knees in mud. U.8. 
advisers with pistols and small auto­
matics followed in the rear. After all the 
smoke and flame and noise, .they appar­
ently thought we had all been wiped out.

“Our troops held their fire until the 
first waves were within 17 yards and 
then we opened up with automatic weap­
ons. Of these first waves, virtually all 
were killed. Those a t tye rear, out of our 
range, raced back towards their helicop­
ters. A third force of 300 which had been 
brought up by boat from a big post at

Phuoc Long and which had started to 
advance in between the first two units, 
halted when they saw what was happen­
ing and refused to advance.
MORE BOMBS: “More bombers and 
fighter bombers arrived and started a ter­
rific bombardment and strafing, but we 
sat well underground and just listened 
to it all. At 11 am . more helicopters ar­
rived. We shot one down and hit a  B-26 
bomber, which we later learned crashed 
at Ca Mau. Another assault was made 
with the new reinforcements, but as 
soon as the first waves were mowed 
down, the others refused to advance and 
it was left to the plahes to continue the 
attack. At 5 p.m. a third batch of rein­
forcements was flown ih and another at­
tack launched" but with the same results. 
Despite the urgings of the Americans— 
well in the rear, because they had also 
taken casualties—the troops refused to 
move forward once the first waves had 
come within range of our fire. The third 
attack was soon halted and the planes 
took over again until dusk. They left 
their dead and wounded where they had 
fallen in the mud and slush of the rice­
fields all night.

“During the night, most of our forces 
slipped away, leaving a-few guerrillas be­

hind as observers. The Americans did 
not know We had withdrawn and early 
next morning they opened up an artillery 
barrage on our positions. But this was 
only a cover under which they evacuated 
their wounded—they did not try another 
attack”.

U.S. reports on the Loc Ninh engage­
ment put Diemist casualties a t .42 Die­
mist troops killed and 85 wounded, plus 
13 American wounded. But the NLP of­
ficer said that the casualties must have 
been several times this figure at Bai-Ai 
alone, and that they included one U.S. 
officer and seven Diemist officers among 
those killed. Because of the furious air 
assaults, it had been impossible for the 
guerrillas to count the enemy casualties. 
U.S. press reports said that because of 
bad weather, helicopters had not been 
able to come in for the wounded on the 
evening of the battle and they had been 
left all night where they fell in the rice­
fields.
NEW STAGE: “The Loc Ninh battle," 
said the NLF officer in conclusion, 
“marked a further stage in the develop­
ment and maturity of the NLP forces. 
Despite the advantages of helicopters in 
giving the enemy troops great mobility 
and the possibility of quick reinforce­
ments, it showed that not only can they 
not wipe out our forces, but we could 
wipe out a  lot of theirs. I t  proved once 
again that there are ample possibilities 
of del eatings the helicopter tactics, which 
the enemy still considers its trflmp tac­
tical card in waging 'special warfare*. 
The method and tactics we used at Loc 
Ninh are common to many other such 
successful actions."

In  the weeks that followed, these tac­
tics were used time and. again, and west­
ern radios were fun of accounts of mili­
tary posts attacked and lost all over the 
Mekong Delta region. The UJ3. strategic 
command has only two alternatives — 
either abandon the military posts com­
pletely, or “send good money after bad" 
and suffer an endless series of defeats as 
the reinforcements fall into the sort of 
traps set a t Loc Ninh.

The morale of the puppet govern­
ment's troops, always low, has dropped 
still further since the Saigon military 
coup. The rank-and-file soldiers hoped 
that the end of the Diem regime would 
mean the end of the war. Instead they 
have been ordered to throw away their 
lives on a larger scale and faster tempo 
than before.

Burchett: Old Asia hand, veteran reporter

NATIONAL GUARDIAN correspondent Wilfred 
G. Burchett, the only Western newspaperman 

who has written for a U.S., publication from the 
liberated areas oi South Vietnam, is a veteran Asia 
hand who has roved .and written about almost 
every corner of -that vast continent. Australian- 
born, Burchett was assigned by newspapers in his 
country to report on Japanese activities in New 
Caledonia just prior to World War II, went on to 
Indonesia, Malaya, Burma and China. He became 
correspondent for the London Express as the war 
with Japan broke, reported the Burma campaign 
and then walked through the jungle to India. He 
covered the war in the Pacific in 1943.

He spent several years in Europe writing for 
British newspapers at the end of the war. When 
the London lim es suppressed his stories from 
Budapest in 1950, Burchett quit and went back to 
Asia, where he made his home in Hanoi with his 
Bulgarian wife. His two children were born in 
Southeast Asia.

He covered the end of the Korean war and be­
came the main source of information for Western reporters a t the Panmunjom 
truce talks. He reported the French debacle in Indo-China, and later moved 
to Moscow, where he now lives and is resident correspondent for the GUARD­
IAN if not on assignment elsewhere.

In  addition to his newspaper dispatches, Burchett has written a  play and 
such books as China's Feet Unbound, Cold War in Germany, Koje Unscreened, 
North of the 17th Parallel, Mekong Upstream and The Furtive War (back­
ground to the current conflict in Vietnam and available through the GUARD­
IAN ). Burchett has in preparation a new book detailing the course of the war.

W. G. Burchett
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Saigon puppets find the U. S. tune confusing
By W ilfred G. Burchett

Guardian itaff correspondent
FROM A LIBERATION FRONT 
BASE IN SOUTH VIETNAM

THE SAIGON junta generals are divid­
ed among themselves and are at odds 

with their puppet masters, while the 
masters themselves are divided in a cyn­
ical play for power, according to recent 
officer deserters from the U.S.-backed 
South Vietnamese forces. Now that the 
dust has had time to settle after the Nov. 
1 coup against Ngo Dinh Diem, the line­
up among junta generals is as follows: 

1) Maj. Gen. Duong Van Minh (who 
directed the coup) and Maj. Gen. Tran 
Van Don, both from southern South 
Vietnam, as opposed to persons from cen­
tral South Vietnam, like the Diem family. 
These generals have the support of the 
South Vietnamese Marines, tank units, 
the Saigon police — and Ambassador 
Cabot Lodge.

2) Maj. Gen. Ton That Dinh, the third 
of the ruling group, from central South 
Vietnam (Ton That means “royal fam­
ily,” to show he is a member of the Ngu­
yen dynasty from the HuC Court). He 
has virtually all nine South Vietnamese 
afmy divisions in his hands. As a feroci­
ous anti-Communist, he has the support 
of the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency.

3) Maj. Gens. Nguyen Khanh and Thai 
Quoang Hoang. They opposed the coup 
against the Ngo brothers, proposing only 
that the army groups should unite against 
Premier Diem and force him to change 
his ways, but leave him in power. They 
were the last of the generals to rally to 
Minh, only when the coup was successful. 
They have the support of the head of 
the U.S. military command in Saigon, 
Gen. Paul Harkins. Until late in Novem­
ber Nguyen Khanh commanded the 2nd 
Army corps, which controlled the lower 
part of Central Vietnam.
PLAYING IT SAFE: No one can predict 
the future, but the U.S. has taken the 
precaution to have a foothold in every 
camp, and thus to be represented on the 
winning side whatever happens.

All of the generals are detested by the 
Vietnamese people. All served under the 
French. as officers in Bao Dai's puppet 
army. All—without exception—have been 
responsible for ferocious repressions dur­
ing the Diemist regime.

At the end of November a great dis­
pute arose within the Saigon junta —  
starting from an unexpected quarter. For 
days on end tens of thousands of people 
had been demonstrating in the streets of 
HuC, demanding the dismissal of Maj. 
Gen. Do Cao Tri, who was responsible 
for the bloody massacre of Buddhists and 
students in Hue which precipitated the 
crisis with the Buddhists. The junta, 
pressurfd by the U.S. Embassy, gave In 
to the demand. But who was to replace 
Do Cao Tri? And where was he to be 
assigned, without upsetting the delicate 
balance of power oetween the junta gen­
erals?

Do Cao Tri commanded the First 
Corps, in the areas just south of the 
17th Parallel dividing line with the North, 
down to south of HuC. I t  was a key com­
mand, but also It was far enough from 
Saigon to prevent the commander from 
exerting influence on coups in the cap­
ital. After a furious row, Minh and Don 
overruled Dinh and transferred one of 
the latter's most loyal commanders, Maj. 
Gen. Nguyen Huu Co, to replace Tri.

Nguyen Huu Co commanded the 
Fourth Corps, in the Mekong Delta area, 
conveniently placed to help his former 
commander Dinh stage a coup, or counter 
any made by Dinh’s rivals. The "exile” 
of Co to the far north was a bitter blow 
to Dinh, as was also the appointment of 
Nguyen Khanh — the opponent of the 
coup against Diem—to replace Nguyen 
Huu Co as commander of Fourth Corps, 
Do Cao Tri was moved down one stage, 
by taking over Nguyen Khanh’s Second 
Corps.
SHOWDOWN DUE: All this seems, and 
Is, very complicated, but these are moves 
which are being watched with eagle at- ;

tention by western diplomats as indica­
tions of the line-up in the inevitable 
showdown and of which faction repre­
sents the best investment. The generals 
themselves are in a quandary. Each has 
tried to outdo the other in professions of 
anti-Communist zeal and loyalty to the 
U.S. But which U.S.? Cabot Lodge and 
the State Department? Gen. Harkins and 
the Pentagon? Or the CIA, which now as 
before plays its own separate game? 
There’s a problem for even the most will­
ing puppets!

Added to this merry-go-round among 
generals and masters, are the Buddhist- 
Catholic problem and the old Center- 
South contradiction. The cynicism with 
which the U.S. has now dropped the 
Catholic and taken up the Buddhist 
cause is obvious. The mad scheme to pro­
mote a mass exodus of Catholics from the 
North in 1954-55 was masterminded by 
the U.S. Psychological Warfare Depart­
ment, and used such propaganda tricks 
as tales that God and the Virgin Mary 
had left North Vietnam, that the faithful 
must follow or be annihilated with the 
infidels when the U.S. dropped atom 
bombs on the north. The “infidels” at 
that time were of course the Buddhist 
population of North Vietnam.

U.S. plans then were to provide Cath­
olic Ngo Dinh Diem with a vast army of 
loyal Catholics from whom his army 
could be officered and manned, his ad­
ministration and police staffed. This 
worked only in part. Catholic officers— 
yes. But the masses of Catholic refugees 
had hardly arrived than they were clam­
oring to go back—and were being shot 
down in their mass demonstrations. By 
periodic visits of Cardinal Spellman and 
others, the U.S. gave moral—apart from 
political, military and financial—support 
to Diem’s Catholic administration.
FOR A CHANGE: Diem’s Catholic re­
gime failed to kill enough Communists, 
so it had to be overthrown. Now it is the 
Catholics who are being persecuted and 
discriminated against—not by Buddhists, 
who are the most tolerant of people, but 
by the new military regime. They are 
being persecuted not because they were 
Diem supporters, but because they are 
Catholics. The fascist junta is a t  its wits’ 
end to make some demagogic showing of 
being different from the Diem regime. 
Diem persecuted Buddhists: the junta

persecutes Catholics. The U.S. keeps dis­
creetly silent.

The Center-South problem is also not 
an abstract one. There have been dismis­
sals from the former administration not 
because those concerned were pro-Diem, 
but because they are from the Center. 

All the members of the “new” cabinet 
appointed by the junta were up to their 
neck in pro-Diem activities, from Prime 
Minister Nguyen Ngo Thj, who was vice 
president to Diem, down to the six other 
most Important ministers. One minister 
held the same post under Diem, four 
others were aides to the ministers they 
replaced and the sixth is one of the 
junta generals—all of whom served Diem 
faithfully up to the day before they 
killed him.)

Central Vietnam < former Annam) is 
vastly different from the deep South 
Vietnam (former Cochin China) and 
the landlord class from which most of 
the bureaucrats and army officers are 
drawn led quite different lives. In Cen­
tral Vietnam, the land Is poor and over- 
populated. To own 25 acres was to be a 
landlord; holdings of 125 acres were rare 
and only eight- families held over 250 
acres, prior to distribution of the land In 
the resistance years, landlords live on 
their farms and personally fight for rent* 
rice with the peasants.

In the South, holdings were far larger  ̂
thousands of families held over 350 acres 
and the wealthier landlords lived In ease 
and luxury In Saigon, their rents paid 
into bank accounts. They did their heel 
to live like the French, took on French 
nationality and learned the language. 
They despised the Centrists as uncouth 
‘barbarians’’; the Centrists despised the 
Southerners as “softies.”

When Diem introduced his phony 
“land reform" bill, it provided for the 
compulsory sale of all land in excess of 
250 acres. With this he struck only at 
the Southern landowners; the Centrists 
were unscathed. On the land obtained, 
he tried to settle Catholic refugees from 
the North or families of his soldiery. But 
behind the demagogy of the move it was 
a shrewd, below-tbe-belt blow a t the 
Southerners, whom Diem despised. Now, 
as in the case of the Catholics, the 
knives are out for the Centrists within 
the army and administration. This la a

great headache for the Americans, des­
perately trying to pluck some sort of 
unity from the flower of discord and 
concentrate everybody’s energies on the 
“noble" task of killing Communists.

As far as the ordinary people are con­
cerned, the junta is just as bad as the 
Diemist recline. Law 10/59 still remains 
in force. Under it people can b2 con­
demned to death or life imprisonment 
for any act, or intent to commit an act. 
“endangering public security.” Mopping- 
up operations still sweep people into 
“stragetic hamlets.” Despite assurances 
that this infamous concentration camp 
system was to be dropped, it is being 
retained. Air warfare is still total against 
the population outside the strategic 
hamlets: chemicals are still being air- 
sprayed to destroy rice crops in the 
Mekong Delta area; napalm is still being 
used to destroy maize and rice crops in 
the highland regions; any buffalo in the 
field or wisp of smoke that could indi­
cate a cooking,fire are targets for rockets 
and machine-guns from the U.S.-piloted 
air force.
MILITARY PROBLEMS: On the ques­
tion of military strategy the same 
wrangle is going on between the junta 
generals as went on between ihe Amer­
icans and Diem. How to accumulate mo­
bile reserves for big sweeps into Liber­
ation Front territory? Like the 800,000- 
strong French army in Algeria, the nine - 
puppet divisions are largely pinned down 
in thousands of “mirador"-type block­
houses scattered all over the country.

“According to American plans.” a gov­
ernment regimental staff officer told 
me recently, “by now there should have 
been a general o^ensive, with all nine 
divisions taking part, into the western 
area l the vast plateaux which stretches 
from Central Vietnam to the Laos and 
Cambodian frontiersJ<. But all our divi­
sions are bogged down in posts, guard­
ing roads and railways and ‘strategic 
hamlets’ all over the country. The Amer­
icans wanted to hand the posts* oyer to 
local troops and concentrate the regular 
army. But the minute we do that, the 
local troops walk over to the ‘Viet Cong’ 
with their arms. So the Americans want 
to close down a lot of the ‘strategic ham­
lets’ and the posts that guard them.

“Their plan was that with a general 
offensive, all territory lost by withdraw­
ing the posts would be regained later. 
But our experience is that even with a 
big offensive into enemy territory, the 
‘Viet Cong’ fade away to avoid any big 
engagements, but catch us in ambushes 
later. And going through their territory 
is like cutting a lump of butter with 
a hot knife; it’s very easy, but the but­
ter closes over the back of the knife as 
you push it through."
WRITING ON WALL: The U.S. puppet 
forces have not scored a single military 
success since the November coup. In­
stead, they have suffered the heaviest 
reverses since the fighting started. In 
terms of over-all losses, losses of U.S. per­
sonnel, planes and helicopters lost, posts 
overrun, strategic hamlets liberated, de­
serters to the NLF, the period between 
Nov. 1 and Dec. 20 (the third anniversary 
of the founding of the Liberation Front* 
has been the most catastrophic for the 
American's since their direct interven­
tion started in December, 1961.

The “writing is on the wall” for this 
U.S. misadventure in South Vietnam. 
The struggle may be long-drawn, but 
this is a war the U.S. cannot win. The 
Americans can spill more blood, their 
own and others, destroy more villages, 
wipe out more rice fields and buffalo, 
but that is about all. The people are 
against them, organized, disciplined, 
courageous and experienced. No matter 
what combinations of puppets the U.S. 
may stick together and jerk Into action, 
the end result cannot be changed.
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How an old man sparked 
resistance in Vietnam

By W ilfred G. B urchett
Guardian staff correspondent

FROM A LIBERATION FRONT 
BASE IN SOUTH VIETNAM

AGAINST the impressive array of 
planes and artillery, helicopters and 

amphibious tanks that the Americans 
have introduced into South Vietnam—in 
flagrant violation of the Geneva Agree­
ments—the people are defending them­
selves with an amazing assortment of 
primitive weapons that have to be seen 
to be believed. I have walked through 
seemingly innocent villages where I 
would have been killed or horribly 
wounded a dozen times within 100 yards 
without a shot being fired, had it not 
been for an escort to guide me around 
the fearsome mantraps.

Devices used for centuries to protect 
villagers against tigers and other beasts 
have been modified for use against human 
tigers with machine-guns. There are pits 
with needle-sharp bamboo arrows ar­
ranged in such a tricky pattern that 
whoever trips the wire is inevitably hit. 
Had I been a squad of enemy troops, I 
would have received the charge of one or 
more “praying mantis” guns, which will 
wound up to 20 men in a single blast. Set 
on four legs, with a fearsome charge of 
homemade black powder and loaded with 
everything from bicycle ball-bearings to 
bits of chain links and scrap from enemy 
bullets, the locally made “praying man­
tis” is set up to aim at a fixed position 
on the road. It is discharged by jerking 
a long cord, after which the firer can flee 
ijito the jungle if necessary.
OTHER TRAPS: One has to revise, one’s 
conceptions of “strategic materials” 
when a bicycle frame can be cut up into 
barrels for the “praying mantis,” and 
the ball-bearings used as shot, and when 
bats’ dung—readily available in the caves 
of South Vietnam’s mountains and sea- 
coast—is the raw material for gunpow­
der. If I had not been guided around a 
particular tree on the main path to one 
village, by brushing against the low- 
hanging bows I would have dislodged a 
clay nest, as big as a pumpkin, and full 
of a ferocious species of - wasps which 
would have kept a whole company of 
troops busy. Peasants—peacefully work­
ing in the fields when I passed—would 
have pulled wires to. exolode mines and 
if the occasion warranted, the whole 
population would have manned a maze 
of trenches linked by underground tun­
nels and interspersed with secret hide­
outs and systems that provided several 
lines of defense in every direction and 
escape routes-back into the jungle.

Showing me over a formidable system 
of traps and defenses in one village, the 
leader of the local self-defense corps, a 
young peasant who had started fighting 
the French at the age of 15, said: “You 
see, our weapons don’t have much range. 
They are not intended for committing 
aggression against the U.S. The enemy

A bit late, but. . .
np WO WEEKS after reports in the 
1 GUARDIAN from W. G. Burchett, 

revealing extensive guerrilla victories in 
South Vietnam, the New York Times 
reported Jan. 12 that 75% of the vital 
Mekong delta area—home of the ma­
jority of the nation’s population—is un­
der rebel control.

Times correspondent Hedrick Smith 
reported that despite U.S. and govern­
ment efforts to “secure” the area, “bit 
by bit the people’s allegiance has slipped 
away because of mismanagement and 
neglect of the peasants’ needs and as­
pirations. Village governments have dis­
appeared or fallen into disarray, and 
higher officials have abdicated their re­
sponsibilities.”

reduces the range when he commits ag­
gression against us. We place our weap­
ons around our cultivated patches, 
around our orchards and poultry yards. 
If the enemy keeps away, he won’t  be 
hurt. But when he comes into our back­
yards to commit aggression against us 
he will be plenty hurt.”

Showing me the excellently camouflag­
ed trenches protected by clumps of giant 
bamboo and jungle, or even by the nat­
ural dikes of the rice terraces, he said: 
“This is our land, every bush and tree is 
our friend and their enemy.”
IN THE BEGINNING: In the part of 
central Vietnam in which I was then 
traveling, I tried to find out just how, 
when and why the people took to armed 
resistance. Central Vietnam is—or was— 
the fief of the most bloodthirsty of the 
Ngo brothers, Ngo Dinh Can—a brutal 
sadist who took a delight in personally 
torturing and slowly putting to death 
some of his more prominent victims. This 
inquiry led to a fascinating discovery, 
which can be told only in briefest sum­
mary. The armed struggle was begun by 
a tiny, mountain-dwelling ethnic minor­
ity—the Core—at the time only about 
4,700 in number, and led by their 90- 
year-old tribal chieftain, Pho Moc Gia. 
The armed struggle was generalized 
throughout South Vietnam at the end of 
1959, but the first action was launched 
in the Tra Bong district of Quang Ngai 
province, about half of which is jungle- 
covered mountain country and the rest, 
flat rice-lands that lead down to the sea.

Today the Core minority is still un- 
conquered, and Pho Moc Gia, at 94 years, 
blind and half-paralyzed, is still a digni­
fied figure who insists on being carried 
to the scene Of every battle in which his 
tribe is engaged, his white hair tied in a 
bun on the back of his head, his fine 
white beard reaching dowTn to his chest.

How did it all happen? First it must 
be understood- that the Core took up 
arms against the French long before the 
August, 1945, uprising led by their old 
chieftain. Later, they fought shoulder to 
shoulder with the resistance fighters. 
They are a dignified, proud, hospitable 
people, small of stature but mighty in 
courage. The UJS.-Diemtete, realising the 
great prestige of the old- man, tried to 
win him over, but without success. As the 
years went by, oppression grew intoler­
able. Diemist hooligans from a nearby 
military post a t Teo-Reo made life im- 

. possible. Core buffalo and pigs were 
driven away without any compensation. 
Manpower raids took away able-bodied 
men and women for “corvee,” the in­
famous system of unpaid labor introduc­
ed by the French; when the people re­
sisted, they were shot down.
COUNCIL HEAD: Among the Core, as 
with all the mountain people, there are 
specific customs which should not be 
violated. There is a certain form of ad­
dress to old people, another to women; 
there is a certain formality about enter­
ing a house — customs always respected 
punctiliously by the resistance cadres 
from the plains, but crudely violated by 
the Diemist troops. Girls were dragged 
off and raped. Core people were regard­
ed as savages, treated like animals. Old 
Pho Moc Gia, his face wrinkled and 
brown like ripe walnut, his teeth filed 
down to half their size, shrunken in sat- 
ture but clear in his head and outraged 
at what was happening, discussed the 
situation with some former cadres from 
the resistance years who had been forced 
to. quit the coastal plains and seek shel­
ter in the mountains.

When he said the only thing was to 
take to arms again, the cadres strongly 
advised him not to. There were only 4,700 
Cores, the enemy was powerful; better 
that the minority shift to another dis­
trict. This was impossible — the Core 
moved only if they were defeated in

(Associated Press Radiofotos).

Brought to Heel
South Viet Nam soldier uses dagger butt 
on Viet Namese farmer who gave wrong 
information about the Viet Cong to gov­
ernment troops. After knocking the farmer 
down, the soldier proceeded to work him 

_ over. See fofo right . . . Farmer is stomped on by soldier.

Some pictures for Americans to ponder 
Six days after President Kennedy's assassination, the New York Daily News 
said: “We grow exceedingly weary of the current talk about how, in the wake of 
the Kennedy assassination, we've all got to drop hatred and extremism and get 
milksoppish and ever lovin' . . . Our reaction: Nonsense; also nerts . . . ” On Jan. 
10, the News published the photos above with its no-nonsense gag caption. The 
photos were taken in South Vietnam. The boot to which the heel is affixed was 
supplied by U. S. government, most likely made in the U.S., and paid for by our 
tax money. On Jan. 12 Washington dispatched the flagship o f its 7th Fleet to 
Saigon “to show the flag1' of US. power in the area to give “moral aid" to the 
wobbly junta. The families of Vietnamese farmers beaten up like the one ab<we 

are aware of the U S. presence. Nor will they ever be likely to forgive it.
battle: Pho Moc Gia was saddened at the 
advice of the cadres, but it was still the 
period of political struggle for the ful­
fillment of the Geneva Agreements. On 
the other hand, more than 500 Core 
tribesmen had been killed in the pre­
vious four-years without a hand being 
raised in defense.
THE FIRST BLOW: Shortly after the 
discussion with the cadres, the old man 
Invited the Diemist garrison from Teo- 
Reo to his village to talk things over. 
The soldiers came — first looting the 
place for the alcohol which exists in most 
homes of the minority people. In the 
midst of their hooliganism, the villagers 
set upon them and killed every one—54 
in all and the entire garrison of Teo- 
Reo post, providing the Core with at 
least 54 weapons and a supply of am­
munition. This was the first blow struck 
in the struggle for the national libera­
tion, of South Vietnam.

The Diemists dispatched their No. 2 
Division, plus 23 companies, to crush the 
Core. To reach Tra Bong district, they 
had to pass through the districts Of Tra 
Mi and Son Ha. They burned villages 
and massacred the inhabitants as they 
went, with the result that people in these 
two districts also took up arms to pro­
tect themselves. Within the first three 
months, 65 attacks were launched 
against the Core people, with never less 
than a battalion engaged. Homes and 
villages were burned, livestock killed and 
pillaged, crops—even those just showing 
above, the ground—destroyed, but the 
people had withdrawn into the jungle 
and mountain caves. Meanwhile traps 
and ambushes took a deadly toll and re­
sistance centers sprang up wherever the 
Diemist troops passed.

“Our aim was to wound, not to kill.” 
one tiny Core tribesman, naked except 
for a tiny loin cloth and same bracelets 
around his wrists, explained to me. “In 
our mountains it takes four men to car­
ry one wounded. Each man wounded

meant five men out -of action The d^nd 
they don t care about. They throw them 
into ravines or rivers.”
THE FIGHT SPREADS: Until the end of 
1959, the Core people fought alone ex­
cept for the support of those districts 
and villages which had taken up arms 
because of the atrocities of rHomUtt 
troops in transit. But at the end of 1969, 
armed resistance started in other areas 
as well. It spread from the miinRaina 
down to the plains. The U.8.-Diemists 
withdrew troops from neighboring Bbih 
Dinh and Quang Nam provinces to con­
centrate them against Quang Ngal, but 
as the forces of repression were with­
drawn, the people in those provinces also 
took to armed struggle. Former cadres 
of the anti-French resistance struggle 
quickly re-established contact and or­
ganized resistance in the neighboring 
provinces to take the pressure off Quang 
Ngai and also undertook relief measures 
to aid the Core minority.

The enemy has long given up its a t­
tempt to enter the Core minority area. In 
five years of resistance the Core has lost 
200 tribespcople in combat, less than 
half the number of those who were killed 
in the rour previous years. All the moun­
tainous districts of Quang Ngai are now 
solidly liberated areas; also the plains 
immediately at the foot of the mountains. 
Most of the rest of the province is con­
trolled by the enemy only in daytime and 
by the guerrillas at night, with a  small 
coastal strip, the provincial capital and 
some villages along"the main road lairly 
solidly controlled by heavy garrisons, of 
U.S.-puppet troops.

After the National Liberation Front 
was set up at the end of 1990 to edoedfc- 
nate and to direct the combined military 
and political struggle, old Pho MOe Gia 
was unanimously elected a  member of 
the Tra Bong district committee. Be has 
to be carried to meetings, but his voice 
of experience is listened to with utmost 
respect.
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Vietnam rebterms
for a

By W ilfred G. Burchett
Guardian staff correspondent

A LIBERATION FRONT BASE 
IN SOUTH VIETNAM

A NEW YEAR, a new president in the 
White House, new men at the top 

in Saigon and Bangkok—surely the time 
has come for a  “New Deal” for the for­
mer states of Indo-China. The example 
of Cambodia in rejecting further U.S. 
aid is clear evidence of how U.S. policies 
are resented in this part of the world. 
(Prince Sihanouk, incidentally, has been 
generous in refraining until now from 
disclosing the extent of U.S. involvement 
In a plot to overthrow his government, 
following the Saigon coup.)

"Aid” at a price which gives high-level 
U.S. plotters cover for their activities is 
more than Prince Sihanouk will con­
tinue to pay. He prefers to do without 
the dollars, and see the 180 military ad­
visers get out. U.S. policy in Cambodia 
has come a-eropper indeed, the end-of- 
the-road sequel to nine years of ma­
chinations against the neutral road cho­
sen by the Cambodian people and de­
fended by Norodom Sihanouk. No U.S. 
policy based on attempted*coups and 
support for rebel groups outside the 
country can be effective.

And what about U.S. policy in South 
Vietnam? It has been restated a score 
of times since the Saigon coup and the 
assassination of President Kennedy; 
“Win the war against the Communists.” 
This is an absurdity, a policy even more 
bankrupt than that which has led to 
political setbacks in Cambodia. The end 
of the road for the policy for South Viet­
nam will be military defeat. There is no 
possibility of the U.S.-puppet forces 
achieving a victory against the Libera­
tion Front forces in South Vietnam. And 
probably every U.S. military “adviser” 
recognizes this. There is no possibility 

jDf military victory because they have 
lost the battle for the hearts and minds 
of the South Vietnamese people.
BALANCE TURNING: The only type of 
military "victory” possible, is a  military 
withdrawal with the best grace possible, 
and fairly soon a t that. The balance is 
turning against the U.S.-puppet forces 
in every sector, and this process will con­
tinue a t an Intensified tempo.

A Liberation Front leader told me that 
when resistance to the U.S.-Diemist 
forces started, the guerrillas had fewer 
than 1,000 firearms in the whole of 
South Vietnam. “We have over 100,000 
now,” he said. Deserters from the reg­
ular forces a t the rate of several bat­
talions a month have been a major 
source for small arms; ambushed trains 
and convoys and actions such as the re­
cent one a t Hiep Hoa have been another 
main source of arms, but these have been 
reinforced by an amazing collection of 
jungle-made firearms with sufficient 
range and accuracy for the type of close- 
range actions the guerrillas prefer. As 
for recruits—from my own observation 
I would conclude that almost every Viet­
namese peasant and member of an eth­
nic minority would be in the armed 
forces if the Front could accommodate 
them.

I  have walked through villages and 
been received with hospitality in every 
hut because I  was accompanied by 
cadres of the Front. No agent of Saigon, 
no American could set foot in such vil­
lages—and in their time no Frenchman 
dared set foot there. These are people 
to whom the Vletminh in its time 
brought public health and education and 
fraternal relations based on absolute 
equality and grass-roots democracy. 
Fascism is not an abstraction for these 
people. I t  is a system which takes back 
the land distributed to them in the re­
sistance years, that destroys their for­
ests, that drives them off tribal lands,

settlement
that herds them Into slave compounds.
ONE INCIDENT: In one village I  heard 
a grim but illustrative story. I t  was told 
me by H’Blong, a young Rhade tribes- 
girl who is now a leading political cadre 
of the NLF in Dac Lac province. She told 
me of a “mopping up” operation in the 
Lac Lac district, where villages border 
on the Krong Kno river. “The Diemist 
troops came in very large numbers,” she 
said, “and there were lots of U.S. ad­
visers. They killed anyone they found In 
the villages, robbed the houses; then 
burned them and killed the livestock, as 
they always do. Our people set lots of 
spike traps around the houses and trees 
and the young men organized a defense 
corps with their crossbows. There were 
no firearms a t all in that district. The 
Diemists came to one village unexpect­
edly when all the defense corps were a t 
the cultivation patch on the mountain 
side. But there were two boys who were 
too young to be in the defense corps.

“They saw the enemy approaching 
and prepared to ambush them as they 
crossed the stream to get to the village. 
When the enemy was in the middle of 
the stream, they opened up with their 
poisoned arrows. They hit two Ameri­
cans and four Diemists. The rest went 
back to the other bank and started fur­
ious fire with machine-guns a t the vil­
lage side of the bank. But the boys kept 
their* heads down.

“The enemy started to cross again 
and at the same spot the boys fired their 
poisoned arrows and eight more Diem­
ists dropped into the water. The rest 
thought it must be a big ambush and 
they fled. When they were out of sight, 
the boys carried the enemy weapons back 
to the village and hurried off to the 
cultivation patch to tell what had hap­
pened. Everybody went back and there 
were the 14 bodies. But the two Ameri­
cans had been stabbed through the 
heart.

" ‘Why did you do that?’ the head of 
the defense unit asked. ‘They were al­
ready dead from the arrows. And why 
did you stab only the Americans?’

“ ‘Because the Vietnamese are only 
misled,’ one of the boys replied. ‘These 
two are foreigners who have crossed the 
oceans and come from very far away 
with the clear intention of harming us. 
It Is these “big noses” that put the Diem- 
est troops up to harming us.’”

This opinion of semi-savage, loin- 
cloth-clad tribal boys is a universal 
opinion in South Vietnam today and 
Washington would do well to note it. 
(The poisoned arrows incidentally are 
deadly weapons; the merest scratch"is 
inevitably fatal within five minutes. 
Preparation of the poison is kept a close 
secret, fathers handing It on to certain 
of their sons before they die. Part of the 
components is a sap from certain trees, 
mixed with buffalo urine. It paralyzes 
and then kills. As close a secret as the 
preparation of the poison is that of an 
antidote with which an accidental wound 
nay be washed, the preparation of which 
is known only within the tribe.)
REBEL MORALE HIGH: The ratio of 
forces in South Vietnam is still much in 
favor of the U.S.-puppet troops in terms 
of soldiers and arms, out it is changing 
in favor of the Front. And as far as 
quality and morale are concerned, there 
is no comparison. The morale of the 
Front forces is that of people who know 
exactly what they are fighting for, in 
defense of homes and families, to get rid 
of foreign interventionists, to avoid a 
life of slavery in concentration-camp 
villages, to complete the struggle for na­
tional independence.

The puppet forces see more and more 
clearly that they axe being driven to 
their deaths by foreign officers and In

A  South 
Vietnamese 
mother and her 
children gaze 
upon the 
smoking ruins 
of their home 
at Ca Mau, de­
stroyed by 
rocket fire 
from a U.S. 
helicopter 
during a raid 
by Saigon 
government 
forces. Actions 
such as this, 
perpetrated on 
a vast scale by 
puppet
soldiery under 
American ad­
visers, help 
explain why 
the South 
Vietnamese 
people as a 
whole are aid­
ing the guerril­
la forces in 
their increas­
ingly effective 
resistance to 
Saigon rule.

the “best” of circmnstanoes are forced namese people alone. This is a  question 
to slaughter peasants like themselves in that does not concern outsiders. TOa 
the interminable “mopping up” opera- questions of independence and the bu­
ttons. In the beginning these were car- temal nature of the question of reuni­
fied out a t little risk to the troops tak- flcatlon are both matters of sovereignty
lng part, but now they usually end and must not be confused with such
with heavy losses. questions as neutrality and separata

The NLF leaders have followed closely status, 
the speculation about a negotiated set- “Another question that concerns only
tlement which has arisen in the UJ9. the people of Vietnam is the nature of
press recently, particularly in connection the political regime in the South—aa
with Cambodia’s insistence on neutrality also that'of the North. I t  is obvious
and her proposal of an international no international conference could lm-
conference. France, which has offered pose a socialist regime on the South any
Cambodia aid to replace that of the U.S., more than it could demand that the
also favors a  settlement for a neutral North dissolve its socialist regime. These
Vietnam, North and South. are questions of principle—not negotiat-

The NLF notes that Washington has ing points . . . Only within this frame-
put down talk of South Vietnam nego- work of principles can compromises be
tiations now. I t  also notes that there has worked out.”
been little reality in the ideas advanced
so far—predicated on the assumption TIIE WAY OUT: If Washington wants
that the war in South Vietnam is an “in- the basis for a “new deal” for South
vaston” from North Vietnam. The NLF Vietnam—there it is. If one adds to this
now controls much of the territory and clear policy statement the remarks of
half of the population of South Vietnam. the NLF President Nguyen Huu Tho in
It is manifest that the large-scale bat- an earlier interview that the Front is
ties going on in the Mekong Delta and prepared “to unite on an equal footing
the Ca Mau Peninsula in the extreme with all patriotic forces and individuals
south could not be mounted, supplied either organized in a Front o r . taking
or directed from North Vietnam. To united action . . . The united bloc would
guerrilla leaders, the idea that the U.S, servo as a basis for the establishment

will withdraw when (North Vietnam . . of a coalition government,” then 
Premier) Ho Chi Minh withdraws” is an the way out is clear, 
absurd, bankrupt formula that closes the
door to negotiations. As things stand, however. Wa.shing-
TRIAL BALLOONS: As to a negotiated 
settlement NLF leaders doubt that the 
U.S. is really interested. One leader re- 
sonsible for political questions told me:

“The U.S. has limited itself to send­
ing out a few trial balloons about a  nego­
tiated settlement, but they are not yet 
sincere even In the soundings they are 
making through their allies.
BASIC APPROACH: As to what could 
be the for eventual negotiations, It 
boiled down to something like this: The 
independence and sovereignty of South 
Vietnam must be recognized. There must 
be no more foreign intervention, no more 
aggression, De jure, Vietnam must be 
considered as a  single united state, as 
provided for In the Geneva Agreements; 
But de facto South Vietnam will become 
a separate state.

The NLF spokesman said: “There Is 
nothing hypocritical in our program for 
a  natural and Independent South Viet­
nam. We will not change our position 
on that h i ease of negotiations. We axe 
willing to accept a  neutral status and 
that of a  separate state, but we also 
state that the question of reunification 
is an Internal question for the Viet*

ton seems intent on repeating, the costly 
and disastrous process that it tried to 
effect with Cliiang Kai-shek and indi­
rectly through the French with Bao Dai. 
Instead of getting off the tiger’s back 
while there is still time. U.S. policy 
makers seem intent on riding it over a 
cliff.
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THE WAR IS WITH SOUTHERN GUERRILLAS, NOT NORTHERN INVADERS

The U.SL myth about Vietnam
By W ilfred G. B urchett

Guardian staff correspondent
LIBERATION FRONT BASE 
IN SOUTH VIETNAM

OUTSTANDING among the Voice of 
America idiocies brought to me al­

most daily by my Japanese transistor 
set is this one: “If North Vietnam would 
cease its aggression . . .  or invasion —  
or guerrilla, etc., activity against the 
South . . .  all would be well. The U.S. 
could pull. out its troops and the fight­
ing would end . . .” etc. This is a dan­
gerous idiocy because it implies that 
unless the North Vietnam government 
states that the guerrillas are in fact in­
vaders from the North and agrees to 
withdraw them, there can be no settle­
ment. And as in fact the guerrillas, as 
always, belong to the soil and villages 
they are defending, this poses an -im­
possible pre-condition to any settlement.

Members of the present U.S. admin­
istration have shown themselves more 
realistic in the past—when they wer: 
in the political opposition, out of . of­
fice. Take, for instance, Adlai Steven­
son’s impressions of France’s “dirty 
war” in Vietnam, published in the Paris 
paper LTntransigeant, 'May 21, 1953) 
after a visit to the area. After some cor­
rectly pessimistic appraisals of the mili­
tary situation, Stevenson commented: 
“One sees here in a startling way one 
of the major difficulties the French are * 
up against. How to persuade the peas-, 
ants in their rags, that these Germans, 
these French, these Senegalese and 
these Moroccans are fighting for them 
against the Vietminh. who after all are 
of their race and their country?”

It was a good question then and it is 
a good question today for Stevenson 
and Dean Rusk an d , President Johnson. 
How to persuade the peasants in their 
rags that these Americans, the Kuomin- 
tang Chinese and Philippine and Aus­
tralian troops, etc., are fighting for them 
against the “Viet Cong,” who after all 
are of their race and their country? It 
would still be a good question even if 
there were Vietnamese from north of 
the 17th Parallel fighting side by side 
with their brothers in "the south. I  am 
convinced that there are none at all and 
that no aid from the North, short of a 
full-fledged military invasion, could 
change the situation one way or the oth­
er by one iota. It is not difficult to prove 
this point.
NO ROADS OPEN: If the main National 
Liberation Front, activity In South Viet­
nam were near the 17th Parallel or even 
close to the frontier regions of Laos con­
trolled by the Pathet Lao, some suspi­
cion could be justified. Such a situa­
tion would be shown by military action 
in those areas and In liberated areas 
gradually spreading south. In fact, there 
are only two roads leading south and the 
American-South Vietnam government 
forces control both of them. And the 
main military activity in recent months 
has been in the extreme southernmost 
tip of South Vietnam, in the Ca Mau 
Peninsula, and in the rest of the Mek­
ong Delta. U.S.-officered planes and 
warships have complete mastery of the 
skies and waters of South Vietnam.

There are no roads except those in 
U.S.-puppet hands which link North 
Vietnam with the Mekong Delta. The 
Delta lies south of Saigon; it is the area 
closest to the greatest concentrations 
of U.S. military power. But it is here 
also that the first announced withdraw­
als from military posts have been or­
dered by U.S. commander Gen. Paul 
Harkins.

One does not have to be a military ex­
pert to draw the conclusions from any 
communications map of South Vietnam 
that, with all strategic roads either un­
der U.S.-puppet control or torn up by 
the guerrillas, it would he impossible to 
direct or support such military opera­
tions as have been taking place recently 
to the Mekong Delia from, more than 
1,000 miles away in the North. And if the

A WOUNDED SOLDIER IS CARRIED FROM A HELICOPTER IN SOUTH VIETNAM 
The toll oj American casualties is mounting in the ‘dirty war’

guerrillas really depended on outside sup­
plies; why would one of their major ac­
tivities be that of road destruction? One 
of their main aims is severance of all 
means of communications with their 
areas, since their operations are essen­
tially defensive — defending their own 
homes and fields.
SOURCE OF ARMS. As for manpower 
—Mekong Delta is one of the most dense­
ly populated areas in the world, with a 
population of about 5,700,000 excluding 
SaigOn-Cholon. Arms? All Western press 
reports agree that at first the arms were 
of a most primitive type—the Diemist 
government organized a special exhibi­
tion of “Viet Cong" home-made arms to 
bolster the morale of its own superbly 
armed troops. And all Western press re­
ports also agree that those “superbly 
armed troops” have either voluntarily 
or involuntarily been parting with their 
arms at an increasingly rapid tempo, to 
the guerrillas. This Is happening to 
such an extent that garrisons of the 
hundreds of forts that litter the Delta 
are popularly known as “gun-runners” 
and the U.S. Saigon command has re­
cently ordered evacuation of scores of 
these forts just because they are a ma­
jor source of aims supply for the NLF 
forces.

But the inspiration and technical 
know-how of the armed struggle—sure­
ly they come from the North? This is 
the only point that can be argued, be­
cause the flow of manpower, arms and 
supplies from the North in this most ac­
tive area of the military struggle is ei­
ther impossible or, in the case of man­
power, manifestly unnecessary. On the 
question of leaderhip and know-how, 
one must delve a little into the history 
of the region.

'■**: One should know that the first ma­
jor revolt against the French started 
in the MekongDelta Nov. 23,1940 (long 
before there was a  Vietminh or a Viet 
Cong or an Uncle Ho in the North),
It was a  peasant uprising against con­
scription and unbearable taxes launched 
when the Prtnth  transferred troops to 
Cambodia to counter a  Japanese-Thai 
invasion. The villages that were the 
storm center of th a t revolt are today 
thp vanguard villages in the light against 
the UJS.-Saigon puppets.

•  The first armed resistance against 
France's attempt to reconquer Vietnam 
after World War H  also stilted  in the 
Mekong Delta area in September, 1945. 
(It started - only a year later in the 
North.)

•  H ie first armed clashes with the 
Diemist dictatorship spread to this area, 
after Premier Diem sent his regular army 
against the armed forces of the Binh

Xuyen, Hoa Hao and Cao Dal religious 
sects in March. 1955. The latter with­
drew to the Mekong Delta area and con­
tinued to wage sporadic guerrilla war­
fare until their forces merged with those 
of the NLF a t the end of I960.

•  Concerning the know-how of mili­
tary technique, by my .personal obser­
vations I am convinced that every guer­
rilla unit is able to handle every type of 
weapon that is likely to fall into its 
hands.
PUPILS OF U.S.: This question of know­
how Involves other more fundamental 
questions. A “Viet Cong” guerrilla unit 
is an infinitely more sophisticated one 
than its “Viet Minh” predecessor, infin­
itely superior in  technical know-how. 
Because of technical instructors from 
North Vietnam? Not at all. It is because 
of the U.S. theory of “special warfare,” 
the essence of which is that in the days 
of neo-colonialism one no longer uses 
an expeditionary force to impose policies. 
One imposes them through a local force, 
officered or “advised” by the neo-colon­
ial power. The cannon-fodder and most 
of the military technicians are provided 
by the target country. So as distinct from 
the days of French rule, the Americans 
in South Vietnam have trained thou­
sands of local military technicians, 
taught them how to use automatic weap­
ons, mortars, artillery, recoilless rifles. 
And as time goes on an ever-increasing 
proportion of such trained soldiers pass 
ovei  to the NLP ranks. Those trained un­
der the Americans become instructors 
to the NLP. forces and within a  surpris­
ingly abort time,

BASK! REASON: The single greatest 
reason for the U-S.-SaKton reverses in 
the Mekonga Delta is not military, i t  is 
the violation of a  well-established his­
toric lav: Neva toy to reverse the proc­
esses cf lend reform; never toy to re- 
poaRgt land once distributed to the peas­
antry. The other compelling reasons for 
the reverses—the ferocious repression 
and hounding down of former resistance 
workers—were subsidiary to the main 
one concerning the land.

It was inevitable that the Diem re­
gime should try. .to reverse land reform. 
State power must be baaed on a class. 
There is no significant capitalist class 
in South Vietnam; the French were the 
capitalists. But there is a  significant 
landlord class of which the Ngo family 
was the supreme representative, and the 
families of the new ruling junta and 
the new premier, Nguyen Ngo Tho, run 
close second.

The Mekong Delta is fabulously rich. 
Its -3,750,000 acres of rieefields used to
feed all of Cochin-China and a good 
part of Central and North Vietnam and 
provide up to a  million tons of rice a

year for export. It abounds in river and 
sea fish; in fruits and coconuts. But un- 

WTthe resistance war against the French 
started, 90% of the peasants owned no 
land. They worked as agricultural labor­
ers or sharecroppers for the big land- 
owners. Most of the latter lived in lux­
ury In Saigon or France. Some of the 
biggest holdings of the choicest land 
were those of French plantation own­
ers, who fled before the Japanese or the 
resistance fighters.

During the resistance years, much of 
the fertile Delta land was divided up 
among the landless peasants. First to be 
distributed was that of the abandoned 
French plantations and that held by Viet­
namese absentee landlords. On most of 
the remaining land, rents were reduced 
and back debts canceled. Diem, with his 
American adviser on “land reform” 
Wolf Ladejinsky. tried by various “land 
reform” schemes to get the distributed 
lands back into landlord hands. Where 
this happened, the landlords started 
squeezing the peasants again for “rents” 
unpaid during the resistance years. The 
peasants resisted. Troops were sent to 
back up the rent and tax collectors but 
the peasants started to meet force with 
force. The armed resistance movement 
reached considerable proportions during 
1961.

1962 was the year in Which jm  all-out 
effort was made to herd the Delta peas­
ants Into “strategic villages” to “isolate 
them from the Viet Cong." TO tear peas­
ants away from their 20 or so coconut 
palms and bits of orchards and herd 
them into concentration camp villages 
was to challenge them to a  life-or-death 
struggle. The Delta peasants were de­
termined to fight. Under UN.-Diemist 
guns, mmur wera herded into 'the “stra­
tegic hamlets.” At gunpoint they sul­
lenly dug moats and built the spike- 
protected rows of palisades — sullenly, 
that is, up to a point. At one stage the 
“word” was passed around, and almost 
overnight the “strategic hamlet” inmates 
started working zealously in improving 
defenses and fortifications to make the 
hamlets as impregnable as possible.
NOT ISOLATED: The point the U.S.- 
Saigon leaders failed to grasp was that 
in putting the peasants inside the vil­
lages, they were not isolating them from 
the “Viet Cong,” because “Viet Cong” 
and peasants are one and the same thing. 
And often, in putting arms into the 
hands of the hamlet self-defense corps, 
they were putting them into the hands 
of those they call the “Viet Cong.”

After the Nov. 1 Saigon coup, the new 
junta launched repeated large-scale op­
erations in the Delta region, but they 
halted before they got really started. 
Major roads had been cut, and in some 
places for miles on end just disappeared 
into the rieefield mud. Solid dams had 
been thrown across the canals and riv­
ers used-to transport troops. “Strategic 
hamlets” had been converted into “fight­
ing hamlets,” and Saigon troops were 
caught under crossfire wherever they 
turned,
NO WAT OUT? To pretend that all this 
is the result of “intervention” or “ag­
gression” from North Vietnam is to lose 
all sense of reasdn. The U-S.-puppet re­
gime is caught up in a  situation brought 
About by 0.8 . intervention in Southeast 
Asian af fsdrs.The NLF has its own reg­
ular armed forces, reinforced daily by 
desertions from the puppet forces and 
recruits from the liberated villages. The 
ratio of 10 to  1 which the Americans 
claimed in favor of the Saigon forces 
at, the end of i$$l had been whittled 
away s te a d ily it  changed drastically in 
1963. UjS. military experts say they need 
a superiority of between 10 and 20 to 1 
to win a guerrilla war. Where are they 
gotngr to get them from—an army of-sev­
eral millions?

Signs now are that, having lo6t mil­
lions Of acres of the finest riceland in 
the country, the Americans will intensify 
the chemical warfare to destroy the 
growing rice crops. Increased air spray­
ing of chemicals to kill rice plants is re ­
ported in Ben Tre and My Tho prov­
inces. in the hopes of atarving the peas­
ants Into submission.
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Vietnam coup
By W ilfred G. B urchett north two days earlier, an impossibly

\ ; *_ r.u*r>umn «t«ff short time in which to make the com-
FROM A LIBERATION FRONT plicated arrangements and complete the

BASE IN SOUTH VIETNAM tr“ p movements necessary lor the coup.
The fate of the junta generals prob- 

(By cable, Feb. 2) ably was sealed by the decisive defeat
T H E  NEW MILITARY coup in South 
■ Vietnam means a return to Diemism 

and personal dictatorship instead of dic­
tatorship by a junta whose three-month 
rule lost military control of a major 
part of the vital Mekong Delta and 
brought the war knocking at the gates 
of Saigon itself.

It is also a personal victory for Gen. 
Paul Harkins, commander in chief of 
the U.S. forces in South Vietnam who, 
with the new dictator, Nguyen Khanh, 
was against, the anti-Diem coup, oppos­
ing UN. Ambassador Henry Cabot Lodge 
and the triumvirate of puppet generals 
who organized it.

The new coup and others that surely 
will follow cannot change the general 
trend here of endless defeats for a de­
moralized puppet army and of extraor­
dinary growth of neutralist sentiment 
not only among the population generally 
but a t all levels in the puppet army and 
the Saigon administration.
MILITARY DEFEAT: Observers here 
believe the coup was organized by Har­
kins, who was absent from Saigon at the 
actual period of the operation. Khanh 
arrived in the capital from the extreme

of the U.S. forces and the Saigon pup­
pet troops in a two-day action beginning 
Jan. 18 with 3,000 troops and 50 heli­
copters engaged in the Mekong Delta 
about 40 miles south of Saigon. This was 
to be a major test for the new “mobile 
strike force” tactics. I t was a disastrous 
failure, with heavy losses in men, ‘cop­
ters, and amphibious tanks. It was also 
a supreme effort by the junta and the 
last chance for the junta generals to 
justify themselves.

Young officers who deserted and cap­
tives assure me that no one in the pup­
pet army, from the rank and file to the 
generals, believes there is any chance 
of victory for the South Vietnam army. 
Only the UN. presence and pressures 
from the top echelons to the officers who 
try to prod the troops into action, keep 
the war going. There is widespread sen­
timent for negotiation based on the Na­
tional Liberation Front's policy of peace, 
independence and neutrality.
NO RESISTANCE: More than 48 hours 
before the coup, Secretary of Defense 
MCNamara was emphasizing the jun­
ta's political “popularity" to offset the 
grim military picture. The extent of the

WHO'S THE ENEMY? REBELS WITHOUT OR PEASANTS WITHIN? 
Vietnamese tribesmen are resisting concentration into villages

“popularity” was made clear by the fact 
that the junta was swept aside without 
a shot being fired or a single demon­
stration in Its support.

The UJ3. hope that it finally has found 
a “strong man” in Khanh is futile. No 
one is strong enough to halt the tide of 
military successes by the NLF or the 
political, successes of its peace-independ- 
ence-neutrality policies. This tide was

already powerful before President de 
Gaulle of France threw in his support 
for a policy of neutrality and for the 
recognition of China.

U.S. attempts to hold back the tide 
for peace and neutrality in the South 
and for minimum normalization of re­
lations with the North are heading for a 
catastrophic defeat.

H ie ‘new’
By W ilfred G, B urchett

Guardian staff correspondent
INSIDE LIBERATED ZONE 
OF SOUTH V IE T N A M

A HORRIFYING aspect of the “spe­
cial war” being waged in South 

Vietnam is the massive attempt to wipe 
out the ethnic minorities. The “quick” 
method of physical annihilation having 
failed because the tribespeople finally 
took to arms to defend their homes and 
families, the “slow” method of “reserva­
tions”, is now being tried.

I have talked with scores of tribesmen 
in widely separated parts of. the coun­
try and their stories bear a horrible 
similarity. The attempts to destroy them 
swiftly, or kill them slowly in concen­
tration camps are combined with a 
macabre plan of reshuffling vast mass­
es of the population. People from the 
plains are forced at gunpoint to emi­
grate lo the mountains; mountain tribes- 
peopie are forced to move down to the 
plains. This process was started imme­
diately after the ceasefire agreements in 
the resistance war against the French 
went into effect.

The ethnic minorities in Central 
Vietnam played a vital role in the war 
against the French, This was sufficient 
for the Diemist regime to launch a drive 
against them the moment the armed un­
its of the resistance had withdrawn to 
the North according to the Geneva 
Agreements. Le Quang Binh, a member 
of the Quang Ngai provincial executive 
of the National Liberation Front, told 
me that in one small district of his prov­
ince, Son Ha, 4,000 former resistance 
members frem the Hre minority were 
arrested in December, 1954, alone. “Im­
portant suspects were dragged to death 
behind automobiles,” be said. “Others 
were bulled alive In batches of 20 and

30. They would tie them together in 
groups of three and four, kid: them into 
a ditch and start shoveling the earth 
over them. There were terrible, muffled 
cries as from buffalos or cows; the earth 
heaved for a while, then all was quiet. 
We knew of this and rushed to the spot 
as soon as the execution squads had left, 
and by tearing the earth away, we man­
aged to save some before they suffocated. 
Air the lands distributed to the minor­
ity peoples during the resistance war 
were grabbed back and divided up among 
Diemist agents
YOUTHS FLEE: Am a Hen, a slim young 
man, with his teeth filed at the edges 
to make a straight line, as is the cus­
tom of his people, said that in May, 
1962, “the Dlemists used all means, in­
fantry attacks, more bombings and 
stealings, ..helicopter - borne troops to 
herd our people into the 'strategic ham­
lets.’ At gun and bayonet point and by 
burning the houses, they did force a few 
people in. But most of the younger ones 
fled to the forest to take up arms.”

In the district of Buon M6 Thuot,-the 
tribal people in the late 1950s had been 
driven from their villages in a Diemist 
scheme to set up “agricultural settle­
ments,” glorified concentration camps 
in which about 25,000 Vietnamese poli­
tical ^suspects” had been herded from- 
the plaips. Tribal lands were seised to 
provide coffee and rubber plantations 
on which the “suspects” were to slave; 
villages were bulldozed out of existence. 
But the minority people later built up 
new villages and were workingnew cul­
tivation patches.

At the end of 1961, it was decided to 
concentrate them in a .“model” strategic 
hamlet area a t Buon Ea Nao. The min­
ority people hated the whole idea, dis- 
trotting Dlemists and Americans alike. 
Every village in the district was sup­
posed to send 10 “elders” and other per­
sons to a training center to receive in­
struction in a “new” religion and also 
in the use of firearms. The chief instruc­
tor was an-American colonel in pastor's 
clothing, who called himself simply: 
“Eay Teo” or Grandfather Teo. He de­
scribed himself as a “new” American 
and had a smooth line. (I was informed 
about all this by a local village “elder,” 
whose name and village may not be re­
vealed because he is still in the area.)

“We are ‘new* Americans,” the in­
structor assured them. “We are against

those Americans who helped the Diem- 
ists suppress the people. We are here 
to help you become really Independent— 
to become autonomous In fact. But to 
be really independent you must not help 
either the Dlemists or the Viet Cong. We 
will give you everything, rice, salt, cloth 
—even bicycles—and arms to defend 
yourselves . . .”
SOME CONFUSION: For a while the 
tribespeople were confused. Some Amer­
icans helped Diem, others said they op­
posed him. And these “new” Americans 
looked just like the “old” ones. They 
seemed to be miltary men, but they 
dressed like priests. “We are not priests,” 
insisted the instructor, knowing that 
priests would be identified with French 
colonialism. “We are sent by Christ to 
help you, but ours is a ‘new’ religion, the 
religion of the ‘new’ Americans.”

The tribespeople argued back: “But 
you look just like the ‘old’ Americans 
that even now help the Diemists kill our 
people.”

“You see,” said Eay Teo (whom I sus­
pect was from the U.S. Psychological 
Warfare Department), “it is this way. 
The ‘old’ Americans and the Diemists 
are like a cat. The Viet Cong is the 
mouse. You minority p eo  pie are 
the paddy (rice). The mouse smug­
gled himself into your paddy, so the 
cats came to kill the mice. But in doing 
so they also harmed your paddy. But if 
the mice does not come to the paddy, the 
cat will also not come. No harm will be 
done to the paddy either by the mice or 
the cats.”

The tribespeople talked this over, but 
were still suspicious. They gave their an­
swer—no concentration and no arms.

“If you refuse to carry arms to pro­
tect yourselves, the 'old* Americans and 
Dlemists come to kill you—we will not 
be responsible,” said the “new” Ameri­
cans. And within a few days of the final 
refusal, a regiment was sent into the 
area, five villages were burned to the 
ground and about 20 tribespeople were 
killed. The villages were now ordered to 
send representatives again to Buon Me 
Thuot.
THE MEETING: More than 1,000 tribes­
people assembled at the meeting place. 
They were ringed by a battalion of Diem­
ist troops, “Eay Teo” was there, together 
with the provincial governor and chiefs 
of districts. Formalities were minimal: 
“Either you agree to concentrate or mill' 
tary operations start against all villages 
in the district tomorrow,” said the coL-

onel-priest.
“We were all very depressed," the 

“elder” said. “Many of us had passed 
through the smoking ruins of villages, 
others had been made homeless or had 
lost relatives. It seemed there was noth­
ing to do but agree. But then the old 
man, I Bru of Buon Dju village, climb­
ed up on a house platform and demanded 
to speak. He was nearly 70.

“ ‘We ethnic minorities always lived 
with our ray (cultivation patches), our 
forests and brooks and trees. Now you 
•re going to concentrate us. In that case 
we will die out slowly. You have your 
troops around us. Better pull the trig­
gers and kill us all together now.’ The 
district chief strode up to him. ‘If you 
disagree with the government and the 
Americans, you will all be killed, foolish 
old man. And if you continue to speak 
like that you will be killed on the spot.’

“ ‘If you are killed,’ cried I Bru, ‘you 
lose your villa, your plantation, your 
car, your beautiful women. If I am killed, 
I lose this only,’ and he snatched off his 
loin cloth and threw it at the chief of 
district.

“There was tremendous excitement, 
everyone rushed forward to save the old 
man. shouting *No concentration.’ Offi­
cials were swept off their feet. Then ‘Eay 
Teo’ climbed up on the platform and 
said: ‘Why all this noise. We only 
you here to have your opinions. Now you 
may go home.’ ”

The “elder” with whom I spoke went"’ 
a i  to tell the NLF cadres in the area 
what had happened. “There were tears 
in their eyes when we told them of the 
heroism of old I Bru,” he said, “aud 
they sent an armed unit back With me 
to bring the old map to safety. But we 
arrived too late. Troops had come from 
a nearby post and dragged the old man 
away. He was killed the same night.

“Next day . people from over 20 vil­
lages met to honor the old The
enemy also came and said: ‘Why this big 
meeting? How do you know the old man 
is dead’? We replied: ‘He was a man 
who always did good for our people. But 
last night a tiger took him, so we pay 
him our last respects.’ ”

At the meeting the tribespeople unani­
mously took a pledge that they would 
carry on the fight as the old man had 
done. The tribespeople won their battle 
against being concentrated, but later 
ihose of their villages that were near 
Buon M6 Thuot were turned into. “stra­
tegic hamlets'.”
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World9 of Vietnam

THE CHURCH HAD NO MORAL SERMONS FOR THE RULERS 
One reason: The rulers' brother was Archbishop Ngo Dinh Tliuc

The "Free
By Wilfred G. Burchett

Guardian staff correspondent
INSIDE LIBERATED ZONE 

OF SOUTH VIETNAM

THERE ARE depths of frightfulness 
that almost defy the imagination, 

deeds of human bestiality that are dark 
blotches on history. Such frightfulness is 
found in concentrated essence here in 
South Vietnam, the evil flower of poli­
cies initiated, approved and enforced by 
the agencies of the United States gov­
ernment.

I am not referring so much to physi­
cal torture—applied today by the junta 
generals with the same ferocity as under 
the regime of the late Ngo Dinh Diem— 
except to remark that I doubt if any 
people in history have suffered torture 
op such a scale as the people of South 
Vietnam in the last few years. Arrest is 
synonymous with torture; suspects— 
even those who may be willing “to talk” 
immediately, are automatically given 
preliminary rounds of torture as part 
of the “softening up” process before in­
terrogation. That the questioning itself 
takes place under torture is a matter of 
course.

The extent of human suffering can­
not be presented statistically; there are 
no Geiger counters to register physical 
and mental anguish. But the methods 
and extent of torture in South Vietnam 
surpass those of the darkest days of the 
“Dark Ages,” even if only because 
to the medieval techniques of red hot 
pincers, sawing off of members and limbs, 
etc., have been added the refinements of 
20th Century techniques, electricity ap­
plied to breasts and genitals among 
others. And, above all, victims these days 
are hunted down en masse with planes 
and helicopters to help; they are fed 
into the torture chambers on an assem­
bly line basis. At least one in ten of the 
entire population has been tortured in 
the last 9l/2 years.
HORROR STORIES: Just as arrest for 
anyone at all means immediate torture, 
arrest of any woman between the age 
of 15 and 50 is synonymous with rape 
and torture of the genitals—“to prevent 
your spawning Viet Cong,” as the tor­
turers express it. During my travels I 
have interviewed hundreds of people, 
and in a aeon of more cases these in­
terviews have lasted from half a  day to 
several days. I have 150,000 words of 
closely typed notes based on interviews 
alone. I have listened while my blood 
froze to simple, factual accounts of what 
has become commonplace over that 
gigantic concentration camp which rep­
resents the “free world** of South Viet­
nam. I have seen, touched, photographed 
the results of these barbarous tortures 
and felt as if my head would burst, as 
some quiet, gentle voice described how 
her baby had been tom from her arms 
and dashed to death on the prison pav­
ing stones before she herself was led 
into the torture chamber.

I have been told of many cases of di­
rect American participation in tortures, 
of UB. officers directing the proceed­
ings, especially in Central Vietnam, when 
the importance of the prisoner “warrant­
ed” it. Especially in the case of puppet 
officials who had relinquished their 
posts, U.S. officers were on hand to di­
rect the torture and bring forth the 
reasons, my informants said.

I have talked to people who tried to 
hide the mangled, purple mass of flesh 
to which the palms of their hands had 
been reduced after clutching white-hot 
iron rods; who covered their fingers to 
hide the scars where bamboo slivers, had 
been thrust down behind the nails; who 
were embarrassed when I wanted to 
photograph shoulders and legs from 
which chunks of flesh had been tom out 
with red hot pincers. They were embar­
rassed lest I think Vietnamese are bar­
barians. and it often required gentle 
explanations that fascism is not a ques­
tion of race or civilization.

One knows that all Germans are not

S3 monsters; that the torture experts in 
Algeria did not represent all of France 
or the British in Kenya and Malaya, all 
of England. One knows that there are 
depraved elements in every country.
MENTAL TORTURE: In the case of 
Vietnam, the depraved elements are sons 
of landlords dispossessed in the North; 
dregs from criminal prisons drafted into 
the police; underworld criminals put 
into uniform, with power of life and 
death over unfortunates placed in their 
hands. Facts about physical torture need 
in South Vietnam are known, although 
the Western press only “discovered** 
this when a handful of Buddhist houses 
and sons of some weR known Bal­
lon families returned trees prison 
after the Ngo brothers were overthrown. 
More atrocious sthl are the types d  men­
tal torture employed. A  glaring example 
of this was the breaking up of thousands 
«f families, forcing wives h  Booth Viet­
nam to divorce their husbands who had 
been temporarily regrouped to  North 
Vietnam in accordance with the 1954 
Geneva Agreements.

X have heard of this before in visits to 
the frontier areas, but had assumed it 
was frlghtfillness applied only In those 
provinces In central Vietnam ruled by 
the most bloodthirsty of the Ngo broth­
ers, Ngo Dinh Can. But now X know this 
was" enforced throughout the entire 
country. Almost every wife of a man sent 
to North Vietnam has been tortured into 
putting her thumbprint on *  document 
whleh serves as the official divorce 
paper. Having taken this step, she was 
then forced, under pain of rearrest with 
all it implies, to remarry- Only then had 
she purged herself o f the suspicion of 
retaining “Viet Cong sympathies.” Few 
wives escaped this—except for rare cases 
in which the marriage was kept secret, 
or in which death or indefinite imprison­
ment was preferred.

To separate the combatants and ef­
fect the cease-fire, the 1954 Geneva 
Agreements provided for the Vietnam 
People’s Army and administrative per­
sonnel to withdraw north of the 17th 
parallel. The French were moving nearer 
their homes-and families; the Vietnam­
ese were moving away from theirs. But, 
according to the Geneva Agreements, 
this was to be for a strictly limited per­
iod. Elections were to be held within 
two years, in July. 1959, for a govern­
ment of a united Vietnam, the temporary 
demarcation line along the 17th parallel 
would cease to exist and those regrouped 
would return to their families. The U.S.- 
backed Dlemlst regime repudiated the 
Geneva Agreements; the line drawn to 
separate the combatants remains to cut 
the country in two. But no line ever 
drawn in history, that I can recall, was 
used as a legal pretext to cut families in 
two; to divide man and wife, father and 
children.
‘ILLEGAL* DIVORCE To underline the 
cynicism of this monstrous affair, it is 
worth recalling that the Diemist regime 
which the UB. implanted in Saigon, was

an ultra-Catholic one. Diem was a grad­
uate of a U.S. Catholic seminary; his 
brother was an archbishop; the regime 
wag officially blessed on frequent visits 
by Cardinal Spellman. As a Catholic 
regime it could not but be opposed to 
divorce. And Madame Nhu railroad­
ed a bill through the National Assembly 
to make divorce “illegal,” except where 
enforced in the jail torture chambers.

As an example of “free world” moral­
ity this Is hard to beat; and the U. 8. 
must bear responsibility. The enforced 
divorce was just as much a part of CIA 
and UB. Psychological Warfare tactics 
as was the trickery by which hundreds 
of thousands of ignorant fishermen and 
peasants were deluded into leaving 
North Vietnam for South Vietnam, 
clutching in their hands CIA leaflets 
assuring them that the Virgin Mary had 
left for the South and the “infidels" 
who remained would be destroyed by 
atom bomba.

Unless one understands something of 
the profound Old World attachment to 
marriage and family ties that exists in 
this country, the Confucian-type con­
cepts of moral virtues. It is difficult to 
grasp what this enforced break-up of 
families meant In terms of human trag­
edies. Mothers often had to choose be­
tween remaining faithful in prison and 
thus abandoning their children or agree­
ing to the divorce. In a number of cases 
I know of, mothers went through divorce 
and “remarriage” of an authenticity 
sufficient only to deceive the authori­
ties. When the time comes, they will be 
reunited with their zeal husbands.
POLICE VISITS: The enforced divorce 
was only one form of mental torture: 
A  refinement I enoountered In several 
provinces is the persecution of girls of 
marriageable age who for any one of a 
hundred reasons remain single. They are 
subject to secret police visits and ac­
cusations that they are “waiting for 
their *Viet Cong* lovers to return” as 
the reason for their non-marriage- They 
are then given a time limit within which 
to get married, and if they do not marry, 
they are arrested. A  favorite trick is for 
the police agent to say: “There is prob­
ably a letter here somewhere from your 
*Vtet Gang* lover,** and pretending to 
search the room, be wfB produce a fab­
ricated letter, which is sufficient evi­
dence to condemn the girl to death.

Huynh Thanh, a medical worker 
and member of the Liberation Front 
Executive Committee of Quang Nam 
province, told me about repression 
in his area. “As ours had been a liber­
ated province during the anti-French 
resistance war,” he said, ‘‘repression was 
even more severe than elsewhere. Iron­
ically for us, we lived in peace during 
the war, except for air raids. But when 
peace came, it brought with It a war 
against the people by the Dlemists. Their 
first great drive was to find out who 
were ‘Viet dong/ and to stamp out every 
scrap of political thought. Not only was 
it forbidden to speak about peace, re­

unification, elections and so on, but 
you were carefully watched for other 
attitudes. If you reproached your son or 
daughter for some immoral act, for in­
stance, this was proof that you were 
‘Viet Cong.’ If your daughter wore home- 
spun clothes instead of the nylon avail­
able in the shops and in reply to a ques­
tion says, ‘My father prefers homespuns. 
—that was proof that you are ‘Viet Cong. 
The people had spent years under the 
resistance administration; they were 
used to a moral way of life, to working 
hard and living simply. But ‘simple life 
and hard work’ are characteristics of 
the Viet Cong, said the Diemists, and 
warned people to watch their steps.

“There was a deliberate campaign to 
drive any decent, moral thoughts out of 
people’s minds. People came to the con­
clusion that Diemist policy was to pro­
duce another kind of people. We saw 
that those whom the authorities ap­
proved of as ‘real nationalists’ were those 
who drank and gambled, beat their own 
mothers and fathers, to say nothing of 
wives, who indulged in every type of 
hooliganism and debauchery. The fur­
ther you went on a criminal, hooligan 
and immoral road, the more convincing­
ly you demonstrated that you were not 
‘Viet Cong’ but a ‘first-class’ citizen.”

By all I have seen and heard, I would 
go further than Huynh Thanh. There 
seems to be a deliberate policy of debase­
ment all over South Vietnam. All the 
virtues which are pumped into a West­
erner in school and church, are taken 
here as signs of “Viet Cong” leanings. 
Honesty, chastity, good neighborliness, 
charity, family love, marital fidelity, 
loyalty to one’s friends—all these are 
listed as pointers to the “Viet Cong" 
sympathizer. On the other hand, de­
bauchery, cruelty, spying, brutality, ly­
ing—all these are the hallmarks of the 
trusted citizen in the “free world” quar­
ter of South Vietnam.

If anyone thinks all this belongs to 
the past, to the “bad old days of Ngo 
Dinh Diem,” and that American re­
sponsibility ended when the Diem regime

was overthrown, or that all tills went 
on unknown to U-S. authorities in Saigon, 
then he is wrong. Diemist policies, ex­
cept for the direct suppression of the 
Buddhists, continue unchanged under 
the junta regime. The same torturers 
are at work in same prisons, torturing 
the same sort of people under the same 
lawns and directives as under Diem. All 
the November coup did was to change 
the team of torturers a t the top level 
because the others were not producing 
results that American policy require­
ments demanded. U.S. political, mili­
tary and moral support for the Diemist 
regime never wavered during hijs nine 
years of power. During the worst periods 
of repression, a special UB. mission was 
in Saigon giving instructions on police 
methods; UB. political “advisers" were 
spread over the country, stationed in 
each province. There is no escaping di­
rect UB. responsibility in these terrible 
crimes which have been permitted ar.d 
are still being committed daily. All this 
takes place within the framework of poli­
cies approved by the UB. government.

The story of this inhuman macninr 
set up with UB. guns and dollars in 
South Vietnam leaves a  terrible stain 
on the honor of what the West calls the 
“free world.” It is a story that will not 
soon be forgotten in Asia.
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“Company, advance!'’ Abu la the Observer, London

REPORT TO REAPERS

Get out of Vietnam!
T e n  YEARS AGO this spring, in April of 1954, 
■ the liberation forces of Vietnam laid siege to 

the French fortress at Dienbienphu and signaled 
the "end of French imperialist rule In Southeast 
Asia. President Eisenhower, faced with a moment 
of truth for the nation, restrained the Admin­
istration’s dogs of war (“We must take the risk 
now by putting our boys in,” said Vice President 
Nixon as CIA director Allen Dulles applauded) 
and may have saved the world from extinction: 
According to Chalmers Roberts in the Washing­
ton Post (Feb. 2), the U.S. “came close to using 
nuclear weapons there.”

Ten years and two Presidents later, the UB., 
having learned less than nothing from the French 
experience, stands a t the brink of an American 
Dienbienphu. Washington’s policy since April, 
1954, beginning with a cynical betrayal of the 
Geneva agreement of 1954 to set up a neutral, 
united Vietnam, -has gone steadily downhill to­
ward disaster. Today there are 15,500 UB. troops 
in'South Vietnam, not counting the 275 American 
GIs in cemeteries.

As one government after another is toppled in 
South Vietnam, our officials have been making 
contradictory statements about the progress of 
the war there. On Jan. 27, Defense Secretary 
McNamara told the House Armed Services Com­
mittee that this country must be ready to take 
all necessary measures to prevent a Communist 
victory in Vietnam. On Jan. 28, apparently wor­
ried that his “strong medicine” (the words are 
those of Rep. John V. Lindsay—R., N.Y.) might 
*produce side reactions in the country, McNamara 
said that he was encouraged by recent “progress” 
in South Vietnam and that the press had writ­
ten some “overly pessimistic” stories about his 
remarks of the day before.

Our letter-writing, telephone-talking President 
Johnson, who seems hell-bent on becoming a Do- 
It-Yourself President (even to putting the lights 
out in the White House) has informed the ten-pin 
South Vietnam generals that “we” . will never 
let them down. In a memorable press conference, 
he also notified President De Gaulle of France 
(who HAS learned a few lessons) that a neutral­
ized South Vietnam has always been our long- 
range goal but is not our policy. No one has yet 
unraveled that double-talk.

THE PENTAGON’S “official statements” on 
Vietnam, said James Reston in the New York 

Times Jan. 28, “are still so confusing that nobody 
can quite make out what the official view of the 
war actually is.” And the Washington Post (Jan. 
30) said: “Verbal ambiguity is an old story on 
Vietnam . . . Isn’t  it time for the Administration 
to show more faith in the intelligence and good 
sense of the American people?”

What would such a plea for truth 'entail? It 
would mean telling the American people (and 
here the press itself stands Indicted with the 
Administration it rebukes) exactly what Wilfred 
Burchett, in his brilliant series on the war in 
Vietnam, has been telling GUARDIAN readers 
for ten weeks. I t  is this:

"The writing is on the wall for this UB. mis­
adventure in South Vietnam. The struggle may 
be long-drawn, but this is a war the UB. cannot 
win. The Americans will spill more blood, their 
own and others, destroy more villages, wipe out 
more rice fields and buffalo, but that is about all. 
The people are against them, disciplined, organ­
ized, courageous and experienced. No matter what 
combination of puppets the UB. may stick to­
gether and jerk into action, the end result can­
not be changed."

The State Department and every propaganda 
arm of government (which Includes almost the

entire press) for ten years has been briefing the 
nation with falsehoods. The crumbling founda­
tion of the Big Lie qn Vietnam is that the Chi­
nese Communists and the government of North 
Vietnam are seeking to subvert South Vietnam 
Into becoming a Communist state by infiltrating 
men and arms. In what can only be described 
as a criminal act of brainwashing, a high State 
Department official (“who could not be identi­
fied,” according to the Washington Post Feb. 
4), peddled this falsehood to 350 college news­
paper editors at a “top-level” foreign policy brief­
ing in Washington Feb. 3. For good measure 
the official described the French proposal for 
neutralizing the entire area of former French 
Indo-China as a “phony.”

THE TRUTH IS that there is no evidence of 
Chinese or North Vietnamese arms or men in 

South Vietnam; there ARE 15,500 American 
troops. The French proposal is not new: it is 
based on the 1954 Geneva accord and seeks only 
to get the U.S. to live up td its agreement.

The writing on the wall is so clear to the 
French, as the New York Times reported Feb. 
10, that “France has quietly taken steps toward 
a revival of her influence in Laos . . .  French pol­
icy appears to be based on the assumption that the 
U.S. will eventually be compelled by the deteri­
oration of the military situation to withdraw 
from Vietnam.”

This conclusion, the GUARDIAN believes, is 
a valid one—unless the course we are pursuing 
is permitted to escalate into another Korea and 
the risk of engaging the Chinese in a battle for 
North Vietnam. This is a course that has been 
put forward increasingly in Washington and ap­
parently was behind McNamara’s quickly with­
drawn trial balloon. It is a course which will col­
lide not only with the Chinese, but with the So­
viet Union as well.

Some lickspittle liberals, who will buy any­
thing that will keep them from being cured of 
the anti-Communist rabies, have spelled out this 
line of thinking. Last Sept. 30, in the New Leader, 
Irving Kristol wrote:

“The most we can hope for in South Vietnam 
is what we have achieved in South Korea; that 
is to remove this little backward nation from 
the front line of the cold war so that it can stew 
quietly in its own political juice . . . We should 
consider the possibility that there may be no 
other way to accomplish this in Vietnam than 
—as in Korea—by putting sufficient military 
pressure on the Communist regime in the north 
to cause it to cease from provoking, organizing, 
supplying and participating in armed rebellion 
in the South.”

THIS IS THE HIGH ROAD to oblivion. It 
starts from the blind premise that the people 

of South Vietnam (read Cuba, Panama, South 
Korea, the Dominican Republic and a host more) 
prefer our Invitation to death to the* opportunity 
to build their own lives in their own land under 
governments of their own choosing.

Until the people of this country are made 
aware of the utter falsity of Washington’s line, 
there will be no change. Until the peace groups, 
the churches, the progressive press—until every 
organization and institution which hopes for 
peace in a sane world comes to a full realization 
that the UB. must get out and stay out of Viet­
nam, and starts Immediately to see that this is 
done, our nation faces a grave threat. Stated 
simply. It is that the mindless men who sit in 
positions of power may yet succeed in blowing 
us all to Kingdom Come for an evil crusade in 
a  tiny country 7,000 miles from our shores.

-—THE GUARDIAN

On the Brink in Vietnam

P L A N  S IN
The following was excerpted 

from an article by James Cam­
eron, a veteran correspondent 
who has served in Southeast 
Asia, in the London Daily Her­
ald of March 4.

THE PENTAGON talks more 
and more openly of the need 

to carry the war into North 
Vietnam itself. There is serious 
consideration of the bombing of 
Hanoi itself, if necessary with 
tactical nuclear bombs. As in 
the Cuba days, there is ominous 
talk of “hawks” and “doves.”

Now arises Walter W. Rostow 
and his “Plan Six.”

Mr. Rostow is the former pro­
fessor of economic history who 
now plans policy at the State 
Department. Arguing that the 
U.S. can never beat the guerrilr 
las on the ground, he says the 
U.S. should change the rules and 
escalate the war as an act of 
policy.

“Plan Six” provides initially 
for a naval blockade of Haip­
hong, the port of Hanoi. If Ha­
noi still refuses to call off its 
support for the guerrillas in the 
south, the northern ports should 
be bombarded from the sea, and 
finally Hanoi itself should be 
attacked by U.S. strategic bomb­
ers, if necessary flying the 
South Vietnam flag.

In this calculated gamble, Mr.
Rostow believes that the Rus- 
sian-Chinese split would prevent 
serious retaliation from the 
Communists, and indeed might 
be widened.

One is relieved to know that 
the “Plan Six” group is not yet 
running the State Department, 
let alone the White House, 
where such a grim decision 
would have to be made.

Mr. Rostow’s opponents claim 
that carrying the campaign over 
the 17th parallel would instant­
ly bring 300,000 North Vietnam­
ese soldiers into the war, and 
possibly drive Moscow and Pe­
king back into each other’s 
arms.

But the possibility of great ^ uss*ans did not intervene in 
danger grows Korea they would not intervene

‘ in Vietnam. If the Chinese in-
M  powerful U.S. military ma- tervened, that would merely 

chine is being pushed around confirm the UB. belief that they 
the paddyfields by peasants, and are determined to conquer 
the U.S. is wounded and angry. South-East Asia, and the show- 
And when that comes about, as down is better now than later, 
we saw in the days of General The grim thing about “Plan 
MacArthur, anything can hap- Six” thinking is that it has no

end. If Hanoi must be bombed 
The man most committed of to stop North Vietnamese help 

all is the Defense Secretary, to the guerrillas, must not 
Robert McNamara, on whom Is Shanghai be bombed to stop 
focused the major responsibility. Chinese help to North Vietnam? 
He is to decide once and for all And if Russia remembers her 
if there is any way left of avoid- treaty obligations — must not 
ing the perils of “Plan Six.” In Moscow be bombed to stop So* 
a few days, we should know. viet help to China?

I  N ITS ISSUE of April 25,1964, NATIONAL CUARD­
IAN began a new series of articles by W ilfred G. 

Burchett- "The W ar in South Vietnam from the 'Other 
Side'." With this pamphlet as background, you will find 
Burchett's new material a revelation of the developing 
situation there. He himself describes his new tour of 
duty as a "perhaps the most important of my career . . . 
I am a thinner and much more informed man than when 
I set out." Accompanying the articles will be photo­
graphs— published for the first time— of the Liberation 
Front forces.
p U R C H E T T 's articles and phctograpLs are carried ex- 
“  clusively in the U.S. in the CUARDIAN. If you are 
hot now a subscriber to this unique newsweekly, use the 
coupon on page 12 to enter your subscription beginning; 
with the new series by Burchett.

There are now only two 
chances.

One is to accept the impos­
sibility of military victory over 
the guerrillas, to concede a 
stalemate and argue it out from 
there. But that would mean 
somehow recognizing President 
de Gaulle’s plan for a “neutral­
ized” Vietnam; and since the 
dire days of Dulles, “neutral­
ism” has been a dirty word in 
the U.S.

The other is “Plan Six.”
The apparent madness of 

“Plan Six” should not conceal 
that it is informed by serious 
reasoning.

Map from the London Daily Herald

It is claimed that since the
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Vietnam : A  deeply dangerous game in the making
I N A SPEECH in Los Angeles Peb. 21, President John­

son included a paragraph on the war in Vietnam 
which official Washington termed "deliberately preg­
nant with meaning,” first for the regime in  North 
Vietnam and eventually for China. Johnson said:

“The contest in which South Vietnam is now en­
gaged is first and foremost a contest to be won by the 
government and the people of that country for them­
selves. But those engaged in external direction and 
supply would do well to remember that this type of 
aggression is a deeply dangerous game.”

There is indeed a deeply dangerous game being 
played; but the players are in Washington, not Hanoi. 
If the phrase is pregnant with meaning, as almost 
every Washington correspondent seeks to establish, 
then the alarm ought to be sounded all over America 
during the gestation period to prevent the birth of 
a monster which can do us all in.

Was the phrase deliberate? In the Washington Post 
(Feh. 22) Chalmers Roberts wrote: “Mr. Johnson’s 
exact phraseology was the product of the most serious 
consideration here [in Washington] before he flew to 
California. It was intended to have meaning in South 
Vietnam as well as in the North. The rash of neutrali­
zation talk, first from Gen. Charles de Gaulle in Paris 
and then [on Feb. 19] from Senate Majority Leader 
Mike Mansfield in Washington has deeply disturbed 
those running the war from Saigon, both Americans 
and South Vietnamese.

"[The] single sentence in the speech represents a 
carefully prepared signal of a new American initiative 
in the war in South Vietnam."

THIS NEW INITIATIVE was spelled out by Richard 
Hughes in the London Sunday Times, Feb. 23, and 

by a whole spate of briefed correspondents in Wash­
ington and Saigon. Hughes wrote from Saigon: 

“Against [a] background of collapse, now darkened 
by cynical speculation of the dates of succeeding coups, 
frustrated U.S. military advisers are insisting that the 
war must be carried with U.S. participation and under 
U.S. direction into North Vietnam, and that counter­
strokes by North Vietnam’s army must be invited be­
cause then the United States Seventh Fleet will be able 
to unleash air attacks on Hanoi."

Shades of Dr. Strangelove! The same Washington 
official? Who have been denouncing this brilliant film 
“as an outrageous effort to deal in satire with nuclear 
war in a way that maligns both the United States Air 
Force and the American government” (Chalmers Rob­
erts, Washington Post, Feb. 21) seem determined to 
prove that this cinematic fiction is in reality taken 
from life. Dr. Strangelove assumes that an American 
madman could set off a nuclear war; the Washington

LOOKING FOR TROUBLE IN SOUTH VIETNAM: A U.S. PLANE GUARDS A TRUCK CONVOY
The American casualty list is mounting as the National Liberation Front presses the fight

policy makers seem to insist that it can be set oft by 
apparently sane men.

The new strategy was spelled out also in the lead 
story in the New York Times, Feb. 23, making it clear 
—if further clarification were needed—that the Wash­
ington corps of correspondents has once again lined 
up as a willing elite brigade to serve as a propaganda 
arm of the US. government. All the stories. Times, 
Washington Post, Wall Street Journal, and many more

bear the mark of the same briefing at the highest level, 
although none of the stories says so. The management 
of the news is complete and uncontested.

I T IS THIS VOLUNTARY collusion by the press with 
government that has kept the full story of the U.S. 

debacle from reaching Americans. Of course, there 
have been hints and. generalized statements, but noth­
ing like the penetrating reports that have been sent 
from inside the liberated areas of South Vietnam by 
the GUARDIAN’S Wilfred G. Burchett.

The facts are that the South Vietnam army is a 
state of collapse, and the next coup is only a matter 
of time. The “strategic hamlets” are a farce: they are 
almost entirely in the control of the national liberation 
forces. The American ‘‘advisers” ip South Vietnam are 
helpless in the face of an army of soldiers who refuse 
to kill their fellow countrymen to build up a record for 
Washington.

In such a situation, rather than face up to reality 
and accept the only honorable course of action—an 
orderly withdrawal from South Vietnam with the best 
possible face—Dr. Strangelove’s real-life bosses in the 
White House, the Pentagon and the State Department 
are preparing a new Korea, or worse.

From Saigon, Keyes Beech reported to the Chicago 
Daily News (Feb. 22): "A plan to carry the war to 
Communist North Vietnam through a campaign of ter­
ror, sabotage and subversion is under consideration 
here. A reliable source said the plan was discussed In 
detail with Admiral Harry D. Felt, U.S. Pacific Com­
mander, during his visit this week.

"In Washington U.S. officials confirmed that this and 
other plans to step up the war are under consideration 
but said no decision had yet been made. The plan to 
take the war to the North goes beyond the conven­
tional pattern of counter-guerrilla warfare. Instead, it 
contemplates a series of strikes—by ground, sea or air 
—against industrial targets, oil refineries, ports and 
major bridges.

"The raids would be carried out by the South Viet­
namese forces with U.S. support, but U.S. servicemen 
would not physically set foot on Communist territory. 
Only by making the war too costly for Hanoi can the 
Communists be persuaded to call off their insurrection 
in South Vietnam, advocates of the plan argue.”

HERE AGAIN IS THE BIG LIE that the fight for 
national liberation in South Vietnam is a war 

foisted on an unwilling people from the outside. I t  was 
a lie sustained throughout the Kennedy Administration 
and repeated by President Johnson in his State of the 
Union message.

Washington says the liberation forces are being sup­
plied from the North with arms and men down through 
South Vietnam and through Laos and Cambodia. The 
fact is that the greatest area of concentrated strength 
and success of the liberation forces is in the Mekong 
Delta, south of Saigon, and at least 500 miles from 
North Vietnam. It would take a miracle of supply to 
achieve what Washington says is being achieved.

Washington says a change in policy and tactics 
would hearten the demoralized South Vietnam army. 
The fact is that the most heartening thing Washing­
ton could do for the troops would be to get all UM. 
personnel out of Vietnam. Further, if the troops are 
refusing to carry on the war in their own half of Viet­
nam, how can Washington expect them to show any 
enthusiasm for fighting in the North, in a  country 
which they know to be well organized, well equipped 
and united in its devotion to its leadership? The troops 
know well that similar raids were attempted during

the Diem regime. The result: 85% casualties, according 
to Keyes Beech (Feb. 23), and a high rate of defections 
to North Vietnam.

A NON-STRANGELOVE FIGURE raised a tentative 
voice in the U.S. Senate Feb. 19. I t  was Sen. Mike 

Mansfield, obviously disturbed by the dangerous Wash­
ington game. He said: .

“We have teetered too long on the brink of turning 
the war in Vietnam which is still a Vietnamese war 
into an American war to be paid for primarily with 
American lives. There is no national interest at this 
time . • • which would appear to justify this conver­
sion . . . I t  seems to me th a t President de Gaulle h is  
done well to speak out on Southeast Asia. He has 
again demonstrated a sense of history 
ship in seeking new ways for dealing with the con­
tinuing instability and insecurity which prevails to 
Vietnam and Southeast Asia.” This latter, of course, 
was a reference to de Gaulle’s proposal for neutralizing

a ljn Saigon, reaction to the Mansfield statement, the 
Washington Post reported (Feb. 22). "ran the gamut 
of cliches from shock to dismay to ™ e sUte
ment "strengthened a growing body of opinion mnong 
the-American colonials in South Vietnam that the UJS. 
“is sick of this war and looking for a way out. One 
t ip  official said of Mansfield: "Be couldn't have done 
a better Job if his speech had been written to Hanoi.

£  the opinion of the GUARDIAN-wherever the 
speech was w ritten -it is the first sane ^ t e  fouitoed 
on the Senate floor (Mansfield got an assist from Sen. 
lartle tO  to years. The GUARDIAN believes to a t 
Mansfield ought to be encouraged to go beyond Ws 
first timorous approach (he made t h e u ^ ^ o b e ^ ^ 3 
to Diem and noted his opposition to recognizing O iina), 
and that every able penman in the nation ought to 
Wrue «  wire Mansfield and hls oam ^ natons and coin- 
"legm en to halt the madness. As the GUARDIAN saia 
l i b  13, we are fixed on a collision course with bom 
China and the Soviet Union if the madness is pursued. 
Korea was clear warning: and fny ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ n  hopeflU 
who counts on the Sino-Soviet
pave way for U.S. recklessness is whistling to a corn

WiThp time for public protest is short. On Feb. 24, it 
was announced in Washington th a t Defense Secretary 
McNamara would be off again in a matter of days to 
Saigon to "review” the war and to discuss its 
At the same time, a top-level inter-agency committee 
^ I m e ^ o ^ n c e n t r a t e  on and ^ a t e c ^ e r a t i ^ s  
in the war in South Vietnam. A new head man was re 
ported selected for the CIA to South Vietnam, and a 

for Gen. Paul HarUns ™  
there There were also rumors that another in^toed 
c o u p  was in the works to replace Gen 
Washington's one-month-old puppet 
companying all these moves was a transparent pacifier 
assurtogthe nation that no "immediate action” was

^ T h e  New RepubUc, in a devastating review °* J©bn- 
«m’s first three months (Feb. 22), said the genwal ef­
fect of his "gray skies” speech to the tax 
l l  was “one of brassy confidence, abounding goodwill, 
the glad hand and the resounding Platitude F jw e f c ^  
may not have one word that sums all this up. Ameri 
cans do. Our word for is is com.”

Corn It is, and tall oorn. But the pMUtudesthM n n  
in the stalks can divert
gerous game th a t is being played down to the Wash 
ington furrows where the tall corn grows. . .  __

If we don’t  flush the players out, w etw ild <* o te o n  
the kernels. GUARDIAN
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A WAR U.S. CANT WIN

Coups futile in Vietnam
By W ilfred G. Burchett

IN SOUTH VIETNAM

I N SCRAPING the bottom of the Saigon 
barrel to uroduce a new dictator of 

the caliber of Nguyen Khanh, US. policy­
makers in South Vietnam have taken an­
other slide into the mire of futility. They 
are in up to the neck. They cannot find 
any social or political force on which 
to base the criminal war they are forc­
ing on the South Vietnamese people, and 
they are having increasing difficulty in 
finding even a single person.

Nothing illustrates this move more per­
fectly than the new “back-to-Diemism” 
policy which the choice of Nguyen 
Khanh implies. This is a return to the 
policy of maximum war effort and per­
sonal dictatorship, with more American 
direct control of combat operations down 
to company level. If South Vietnamese 
officers, from lieutenants to major gen­
erals, refuse to fight; then American of­
ficers from lieutenants to major generals 

, will replace them in the battlefield.
This is the meaning of the "experi­

ment” in which U.S. officers will take 
over combat command in 28 districts; 
they will throw off the camouflage cloak 
of “advisers” and will direct military 
operations without any reference to the 
puppet command at any level. And if 
the South Vietnamese rank-and-file 
troops still refuse to fight—even with 
an American machinegun in American 
hands behind them—does the U.S. in­
tend to replace them also with American 
rank-and-file troops?

KHANH’S ‘VIRTUES’: The "win with 
Diem” school, of which Gen. Paul Har­
kins, U.S. commander in Saigon, was a 
fervent adherent, lamented the over­
throw of the Diem regime and blamed 
the military debacles which followed on 
the absence of that "strong hand” at 
the center, and the squabbles for per­
sonal power among the junta generals. 
The merit” of Khanh from the new 
U.S. \ iewpoint is that he was also 
of the “win with Diem” school; is a close 
personal friend of Harkins and With the 
latter opposed the overthrow of Diem; 
he was the last of the senior officers to 
rally to the deposed junta; he is prepared 
to bj as bloodthirsty a dictator as was 
Diem and a more perfectly complaisant 
puppet.

Militarily Khanh is a mediocrity, with 
no prestige within the country. A para­
trooper commander in the French army, 
in which he helped with the other pup­
pet generals to slaughter his own coun­
trymen. he returned from France to 
serve Diem. He received his first “star” 
for gratitude when he moved his troops 
to save Diem during the November, 1960, 
officers coup; his second star for treach­
ery, when he finally joined the junta 
generals in November. 1963.

Even U.S. correspondents in Saigon 
admit that politically Khanh is a “zero.” 
His first move to win "popularity” in the 
countryside was to visit the provincial 
town of Ben Cat and—with a posse of 
U.S. correspondents and photographers 
to record the event—distributed bon­
bons to children and talked with old 
wem n in the market place. The fact 
that he is a political nonentity is also a 
“merit” in U.S. eyes at the moment. 
They th’.nk that as they now have a com­
plete puppet, it will be easier for Har­
kins to push on with the job of “winning 
the war.”

Gens. Duong Van Minh and Tran Van 
Don in the end—like Diem—objected to 
the U.S. having complete control of mili­
tary affairs; they objected to the U.6. 
control of 28 districts. In addition, they 
were ineffective militarily and finally 
unwilling to continue the war. Their 
fate was sealed a fte r. the debacle at 
Thanh Km Jan.17, “the greatest heli-

A SIGN OF THE TIMES: LIBERTY BLACKED OUT BY THE SYMBOLS OF AMERICA’S MILITARY MIGHT
This picture is a Pentagon release—along with all the leaks about plans to extend the war in Vietnam

borne assault in military history,” as 
U P I described it. If anyone should have 
been sacked after that defeat, it was 
Harkins and his advisers. This was the 
first great demonstration of the strategy 
and tactics Harkins had been trying to 
force on Diem for months prior to the 
latter’s overthrow. It was to be the great 
triumph of the junta generals. But it 
was a costly fiasco—and the last chance 
for the junta generals.

Is it an exaggeration to link the 
Thanh Phu rout with the fate of the 
junta? The Jan. 5 issue of Newsweek 
quoted Defense Secretary McNamara as 
having told the junta generals a few days 
previously: "The dry season has started 
and pursuit of the enemy is easier than 
ever: forget your concern for casualties 
and fight the war as if it were your last 
chance—for well it might be.” And well 
it was!
THANH PHU PLAN: What was the es­
sence of the Thanh Phu operation? For 
one thing it was to be the supreme jus­
tification of the abandonment of almost 
300 military posts in the Mekong Delta 
and vast tracts of the richest land in 
thfe country, areas populated by several 
hundreds of thousands of peasants. All 
posts witli garrisons of less than 150 
were vo ■ oe evacuated; the troops con­
cerned were to be reformed into mobile 
“strike forces” which would undertake 
large-scale operations to "seek out and 
destroy” the main forces and bases of 
the Liberation Front.

Diem opposed any abandonment of 
territory or population and this was the 
single point of disagreement between 
him and Harkins. After the overthrow 
of Diem, Harkins had little choice in any 
case but to withdraw from the posts in 
the Mekong Delta. They were mostly 
surrounded by guerrillas who attacked or 
—as often happened—“took them from 
within” whenever they needed to re­
plenish their arms and ammunition. The 
isolated posts, mostly supplied by air 
drops or helicopters, had become a ma­
jor source of arms supplies for the guer­
rillas. (In the weeks that followed the 
November coup, the guerrillas liberated 
territory in the Mekong Delta alone pop­
ulated by about one million peasants, so 
that by far the major part of this fertile 
"rice bowl” is now liberated.)

By supplementing the troops with­
drawn from the 300 posts with one bat­
talion from each of the four divisions 
stationed in the southern half of the

country, Harkins planned to set up four 
heavy and six light “mobile groups” of 
about 3,000 troops each. Four groups 
were to be assigned to the Mekong Delta. 
The first test was on Jan. 17 at Thanh 
Phu, in Ben Tre province, due south of 
Saigon. Three thousand troops, 50 heli­
copters, 26 amphibious tanks and 26 naval 
craft were employed against a “guerrilla 
base.” Fighter and bomber planes sup­
plemented heavy artillery in “softening 
up” attacks before the assault.

The guerrillas let four waves of heli­
copters dump their loads, but opened 
up on the fifth wave, downing two craft 
and damaging 15.

As the assault moved up, the guerrillas 
again held their fire until the officers, 
urging troops on with their automatic 
weapons behind the first wave, were 
within range. They opened up and the 
line crumbled. The puppet troops retreat­
ed. More artillery barrages, bombs, na­
palm, rockets and strafing, then assaults 
in the center; the left flank, right flank. 
All the attacks were beaten back.

"One of the worst days of the war in 
UJ3. helicopter operations,” reported AP. 
It was also one of the worst, perhaps the 
worst in terms not only of U.S.-puppet 
losses, but in terms of lost hopes. In two 
days of combat, according to reports at 
NLF headquarters, the attackers had lost 
600 killed and wounded, including a 
dozen Americans. After a terrific propa­
ganda barrage over Western radios on 
the first day, the ‘‘greatest heliborne 
assault in military history” faded ou: 
on the air waves as if it had never been. 
And Gens. Minh, Don and Kim (the lat­
ter personally commanded the opera­
tion) gathered in Saigon to discuss the 
inevitability of a negotiated peace with 
the NLF. The promising coup had failed. 
They had obeyed instructions and “for­
gotten their concern for casualties” but 
their “last chance” had resulted in Just 
one more military debacle. So they were 
kicked out and four of the top junta 
generals, Dinn, Dom, Kim and Xu an, 
were arrested.
FURTHER LOSSES: UB.-puppet mili­
tary operations in January not only 
failed to regain the extensive areas lost 
in November and December, but resulted 
in forced withdrawals from more terri­
tory, especially in the Mekong Delta.

As it has been impossible to cover up 
the defeats to the Mekong Delta area, 
there have been several official U.S. 
statements that the situation in Central 
Vietnam a t least is “much brighter.

This is a deliberate deception. The situ­
ation in Central Vietnam also turned 
against the U.S.-puppets in the three 
months between coup and counter-coup.

In Quang Ngai province, for instance, 
all of the “stragetic hamlets” in Due 
Pho and Ba To districts and most of 
those in Binh Son were liberated by the 
NLF.
RELUCTANT ARMY: Khanh can prom­
ise McNamara and Harkins to ignore 
casualties, or to “step up the war,” but 
he does not have the final word. The 
puppet troops are beginning to vote 
with their feet and they are dragging 
them badly. A significant new pointer 
is the high proportion of prisoners-of- 
war to total casualties in recent engage­
ments and the innumerable cases when 
the garrison troops in isolated outposts 
have killed their officers and come over 
with their weapons to the NLF.

How long does Khanh have? His main 
support today is his “personal friend­
ship” with Harkins. But how much long­
er does Harkins have to prove himself? 
Top-ranking French generals were pulled 
out long before they had suffered as 
many defeats as Harkins. If Khanh does 
not believe the CIA experts are thumb­
ing through the dossiers of generals and 
colonels to see “who next,” then he is 
incredibly naive.

It is clear that the idea of peace, in­
dependence, neutrality and an end to 
U.S. intervention has gained ground 
everywhere in South Vietnam. From con­
versations with junior officers who de­
serted or were captured, I have learned 
that the feelings for a negotiated peace 
based on the NLF program is the major 
topic at virtually all levels within the 
puppet army and administration.

In the mountainous part of Quang* 
Ngai, all districts were liberated before 
the November coup. The importance of 
the actions in the Due Pho and Binh 
Son districts is that these are on the 
coast. Just as in the Mekong Delta the 
war has now crept to the gates of Sai­
gon, so in the central coastal provinces 
it has come down from the western high­
lands and advanced to the coast and the 
very perimeter of the provincial capitals. 
This is a general situation all over the 
country and is developing every day. 
With every hamlet a fortified point 
manned by troops determined to defend 
their homes and fields, with approaches 
to the hamlets “mined” with spiked traps, 
even Harkins’s new “mobile groups” can 
make no impression.
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Speak out now on Vietnam
F OR SEVERAL MONTHS, In its news columns and 

in editorial statements, the NATIONAL GUARD­
IAN has detailed the origins and progression of the 
war in South Vietnam and the ever-increasing involve­
ment of the UB. government in that war. These things 
are clear:

•  Each succeeding South Vietnamese government 
has become just as discredited as its predecessor be­
cause it is just as unrepresentative of the needs and 
as repressive of the will of the people.

•  The war has become an American war for the 
purpose of preserving South Vietnam as a laboratory 
for weapons of war and a base of possible action against 
China.

•  Each day Increases the danger that Washing­
ton’s callous policies will stretch into endless years of 
death and destruction—for Asians and Americans— 
as in the Korean conflict, or that desperate brinkman­
ship will escalate the conflict into a nuclear war.

•  There can be no solution unless and until Wash­
ington withdraws its military forces and agrees to ne­

gotiations, similar to those which brought a  tempo­
rary end to the French war in Indo-China in 1954, 
and agrees to permit the people of Vietnam—north 
and south—to work out their own destiny without re­
gard for the requirements of western imperialism.

DESPITE THESE INDISPUTABLE facts—acknowl­
edged by almost every concerned government— 

the US. is proceeding with a military and psychologi­
cal campaign to prepare the nation for the worst. De­
spite repeated warnings from Hanoi, Peking, Moscow 
and Paris, our computer-minded officialdom is moving 
steadily toward enlarging the war immediately to in­
clude North Vietnam. The U.S. argument that the ac­
tion is designed to destroy a “privileged sanctuary” 
for the South Vietnam liberation forces is a criminal 
fraud, as every honest U.S. reporter in Vietnam con­
cedes. The only privileged sanctuary in southeast Asia 
is the US. preserve in South Vietnam, held by force.

A formidable delegation of top US. brass—headed 
by Secretary of Defense McNamara, promising all- 
out help to the latest puppet government even before 
he has begun his “inquiry”—at this writing is in South

Vietnam on a monster scouting expedition. The next 
days could be days of irrevocable decision. <see David 
Wesley’s story below.)

THE TIME Is  NOW for every concerned American 
to raise his voice to demand that the US. govern­

ment withdraw its forces from South Vietnam and 
agree to negotiations for a true peace in Vietnam and 
all southeast Asia.

The time is now to wire or write your representa­
tives in Congress, to speak out in your community and 
your organizations, to urge your peace and civic groups, 
union locals, churches, schoolmates and friends to join 
your call. You can spark the organization of public 
meetings of protest, of letter-writing campaigns to 
your local newspapers, of delegations to your congress­
men home for week ends.

The only deterrent to the course of madness in Viet­
nam is a national outcry which will shake our lead­
ers to the core, and demonstrate to them that they 
cannot play a dirty game with the fate of mankind.

—THE GUARDIAN

M orse : 'Get out o f Vietnam '
WHAT APPEARS to be the first 

unequivocal call in Congress for 
UJ3. withdrawal from South Vietnam 
was made March 4. Sen. Wayne 
Morse (D-Ore.) revealed he had told 
Secretary of State Rusk the day before: 
“Those [15,000 UB. troqps] should be 
brought home. They nsugr should have 
been sent there in Ok; first place. 
American unilateral participation in 
the war of South Vietnam cannot be 
justified, and will not be justified in 
UB. history.”

Morse said in addition: “As I 
have made clear to the State Depart­
ment, this Administration had better 
be warned now that when the casualty 
lists of American boys in South Viet­
nam increase until the mothers and 
fathers of those boys—and, yes, the 
American people generally—start cry­
ing ‘Murder/ no administration will 
stand.”

m  the course of a speech on U.S. 
military' and foreign aid in Asia that 
stressed the need to recognize the pow-. 
er of China, Morse said:

“I am flatly and completely opposed 
to any expansion of our commitment 
there, and to increasing the scale of 
our participation in the Vietnamese

war . . . .  I  cannot think of a greater 
mistake that this country could make 
than to seek to escalate the war in 
South Vietnam by using conventional 
American forces in North Vietnam or 
in any other areas to the north of 
South Vietnam. Therefore, I say to the 
American people from the floor of the 
Senate this afternoon, ‘You have the 
right to ask your government now: Do 
you have plans for sending American 
boys to their deaths by the tens of 
thousands in escalating the South Viet­
nam war above South Vietnam?’ I say 
to the American people, ‘Get that an­
swer from your government now. You 
have a right to it.’ ”

Sen. Allen Ellender (D-La.) asked 
Morse: “What would the Senator ad­
vise that we do as to South Vietnam? 
Withdraw?” Morse replied: “We should 
never have gone in. We should never 
have stayed in. We should get out.” El­
lender then declared, “I have been say­
ing that for many years, in fact, after 
each trip I  made there.”

Morse also noted that his mail re­
flects a growing discontent with U.S. 
policy and that the number calling 
for withdrawal from Vietnam is in­
creasing both in Congress and “by the 
millions from coast to coast.”

Why you should read the Guardian . . .
V  HE NATIONAL GUARDIAN shares Senator Fulbright's 
■ concern over the growing divergence ''between the reali­

ties of foreign policy and our ideas about it" and seeks— in this 
pamphlet and in its weekly pages— to narrow the gap between 
myth and fact. In a changing world, the GUARDIAN views 
with sympathy the drive of all people for full freedom, ad­
vocates a full discussion of solutions— including socialist— to 
basic economic problems, views war as the most wasteful and 
inadequate of alternatives. In the sixteen years of its inde­
pendent existence the GUARDIAN has dared to raise issues 
and report events which are at the heart of concerned thought 
and action on both foreign and domestic matters. W e invite 
all of you who have not yet done so to s u b s c t) i b e to the 
GUARDIAN by using the coupon on this page.
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Vietnam : A  deeply dangerous game in  the m aking
■ N A SPEECH in Los Angeles Feb. 21, President John
■ son included a paragraph on the war in Vietnam 
which official Washington termed “deliberately preg­
nant with meaning,” first for the regime in North 
Vietnam and eventually for China. Johnson said:

“The contest in which South Vietnam is now en­
gaged is first and foremost a contest to be won by the 
government and the people of that country for them­
selves. But those engaged in external direction and 
supply would do well to remember that this type of 
Aggression is a deeply dangerous game.”

There is indeed a deeply dangerous game being 
played; but the players are in Washington, not Hanoi. 
If the phrase is pregnant with meaning, as almost 
every Washington correspondent seeks to establish, 
then the alarm ought to be sounded all over America 
during the gestation period to prevent the birth of 
a monster which can do us all in.

Was the phrase deliberate? In the Washington Post 
(Feb. 22) Chalmers Roberts wrote: “Mr. Johnson’s 
exact phraseology was the product of the most serious 
consideration here [in Washington] before he flew to 
California. It was intended to have meaning in South 
Vietnam as well as in the North. The rash of neutrali­
zation talk, first from Gen. Charles de Gaulle in Paris 
and then [on Feb. 19] from Senate Majority Leader 
Mike Mansfield in Washington has deeply disturbed 
those running thd war from Saigon, both Americans 
and South Vietnamese.

“[The] single sentence in the speech represents a 
carefully prepared signal of a new American initiative 
in the war in South Vietnam.”

THIS NEW INITIATIVE was spelled out by Richard 
Hughes in the Lohdon Sunday Times, Feb. 23, and 

by a whole spate of briefed correspondents in Wash­
ington and Saigon. Hughes wrote from Saigon:
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“Against [a] background of collapse, now darkened 
by cynical speculation of the dates of succeeding coups, 
frustrated U.S. military advisers are insisting th$t the 
war must be carried with U.S. participation and under 
U.S. direction into North Vietnam, and that counter­
strokes by North Vietnam’s army must be invited be­
cause then the United States Seventh Fleet will be able 
to unleash air attacks on Hanoi.”

Shades of Dr. Strangelove! The same Washington 
officials who have been denouncing this brilliant' film 
“as an outrageous effort to deal in satire with nuclear 
war in a way that maligns both the United States Air 
Force and the American government” (Chalmers Rob­
erts, Washington Post, Feb. 21) seem determined to 
prove that this cinematic fiction is in reality taken 
from life. Dr. Strangelove assumes that an American 
madman could set off a nuclear war; the Washington
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policy makers seem to insist that it can be set 
off by apparently sane men.

The new strategy was spelled out also in the 
lead story in the New York Times, Feb. 23, mak­
ing it clear—if further clarification were needed 
—that the Washington corps of correspondents 
has once again lined up as a willing elite brigade 
to serve as a propaganda arm of the U.S. gov­
ernment. All the stories, Times, Washington Post, 
Wall Street Journal, and many more bear the 
mark of the same briefing at the highest level, 
although none of the stories says this. The man­
agement of the news is complete and uncontested.

I T IS THIS VOLUNTARY collusion by the press 
with government that has kept the full story of 

the U.S. debacle from reaching Americans. Of 
course, there have been hints and generalized 
statements, but nothing like the penetrating re­
ports that have been sent, from inside the lib­
erated areas of South Vietnam by the GUARD­
ING Wilfred Burchett.

The facts are that the South Vietnam army is 
in a state of collapse, and the next coup is only a 
matter of time. The “strategic hamlets” are a 
farce: they are almost entirely in the control of 
the national liberation forces. The American 
“advisers” in South Vietnam are helpless in the 
face of an army of soldiers who refuse to kill 
their fellow countrymen to build up a record for 
Washington.

In such a situation, rather than face up to 
reality and accept the only honorable course of 
action—an orderly withdrawal from South Viet­
nam with the best possible face—Dr. strange- 
love’s real-life bosses in the White House, the 
Pentagon and the State Department are prepar­
ing a new Korea, or worse.

From Saigon, Keyes Beech reported to the 
Chicago Daily News (Feb. 22): “A plan to carry 
the war to Communist North Vietnam through a 
campaign of terror, sabotage and subversion is 
under consideration here. A reliable source said 
the plan was discussed in detail with Admiral 
Harry D. Felt, U.S. Pacific Commander, during 
his visit this week.

“In Washington U.S. officials confirmed that 
this and other plans to step up the war are under 
consideration but said no decision had yet been 
made. The plan to take the war to the North goes 
beyond the conventional pattern of counter-guer­
rilla warfare. Instead, it contemplates a series of 
strikes—by ground, sea or air—against industrial 
targets, oil refineries, ports and major bridges.

“The raids would be carried out by the South 
Vietnamese forces with U.S. support, but U.S. 
servicemen would not physically set foot on Com­
munist territory. Only by making the war too 
costly for Hanoi can the Communists be persuad­
ed to call off their insurrection in South Vietnam, 
advocates of the plan argue.”

HERE AGAIN IS THE BIG LIE that the fight 
for national liberation in South Vietnam is 

a war foisted on an unwilling people from the 
outside. It was a lie sustained throughout the 
Kennedy Administration and repeated by Presi­
dent Johnson in his State of the Union message.

Washington says the liberation forces are being 
supplied from the North with arms and men down 
through South Vietnam and through Laos and 
Cambodia. The fact is that the greatest area of 
concentrated strength and success of the libera­
tion forces is in the Mekong Delta, south of 
Saigon (see map) and at least 600 miles from 
North Vietnam. It would take a miracle of supply 
to achieve what Washington says is being 
achieved.

Washington says a change in policy and tactic 
would hearten the demoralized South Vietnam 
army. The fact is that the most heartening thing 
Washington could do for the troops would be to 
get all U.S. personnel out of Vietnam. Further, if 
the troops are refusing to carry on the war in 
their own half of Vietnam, how can Washington

expect them to show any enthusiasm for fighting 
in the North, in a country which they know to be 
well organized, well equipped and united in its de­
votion to its leadership? The troops know well 
that similar raids were attempted during the 
Diem regime. The result: 85% casualties, accord­
ing to Keyes Beech (Feb. 23), and a high rate of 
defections to North Vietnam.

A NON-STRANGELOVE FIGURE raised a ten­
tative voice in the U.S. Senate Feb. 19. It was 

Sen. Mike Mansfield, obviously disturbed by the 
dangerous Washington game. He said:

“We have teetered too long on the brink of 
turning the war in Vietnam which is still a Viet­
namese war into an American war to be paid for 
primarily with American lives. There is no na­
tional interest at this time.. .  which would appear 
to justify this conversion . . I t  seems to me that 
President de Gaulle has done well to speak out on 
Southeast Asia. He has again demonstrated a 
sense of history and statesmanship in seeking 
new ways for dealing with the continuing in­
stability and insecurity which prevails in Vietnam 
and Southeast Asia.” This latter, of course, was 
a reference to de Gaulle’s proposal for neutraliz­
ing all Southeast Asia.

In Saigon, reaction to the Mansfield statement, 
the Washington Post reported (Feb. 22), “ran the 
gamut of cliches from shock to dismay to anger.” 
The statement “strengthened a growing body of 
opinion” among the American colonials in South 
Vietnam that the U.S. “is sick of this war and 
looking for a way out.” One top official said of 
Mansfield: “He couldn’t have done a better job if 
his speech had been written in Hanoi.”

In the opinion of the GUARDIAN—wherever 
the speech was written—it is the first sane note 
sounded on the Senate floor (Mansfield got an 
assist from Sen. Bartlett) in years. The GUARD- 
ian believes that Mansfield ought to be encour­
aged to go beyond his first timorous approach 
(he made the usual obeisances to Diem and noted 
his opposition to recognizing China), and that 
every able penman in the nation ought to write or 
wire Mansfield and his own senators and con­
gressmen to halt the madness. As the GUARDIAN 
said Feb. 13, we are fixed on a collision course 
with both China and the Soviet Union if the 
madness is pursued. Korea was clear warning; 
any Washington hopeful who counts on the Sino- 
Soviet ideological differences to pave the way for 
U.S. recklessness is whistling in a cold wind.

The time for public protest is short. On Feb. 
24, it was announced in Washington that Defense 
Secretary McNamara would be off again in a 
matter of days to Saigon to “review” the war and 
to discuss its extension. At the same time, a top- 
level inter-agency committee was named to con­
centrate on and coordinate operations in the war 
in South Vietnam. A new head man was reported 

-selected for the CIA in South Vietnam, and a 
replacement for Gen. Paul Harkins, U.S. com­
mander there. There were also rumors that an­
other inspired coup was in the works to replace 
Gen. Nguyen Khanh, Washington’s one-month- 
old puppet “strongman.” Accompanying all these 
moves was a transparent pacifier assuring the 
nation that no “immediate action” was being 
contemplated.

The New Republic, in a devastating review of 
Johnson’s first three months (Feb. 22) said the 
general effect of his “gray skies” speech to the tax 
collectors Feb. 11 was “one of brassy confidence, 
abounding goodwill, the glad hand and the re­
sounding platitude. Foreigners may not have one 
word that sums all this up. Americans do. Our 
word for it is corn.”

Corn it is, and tall corn. But the platitudes that 
wave in the stalks can divert attention from the 
deeply dangerous game that is being played down 
in the Washington furrows where the tall corn 
grows.

If we don’t flush the players out, we could 
choke on the kernels. —THE GUARDIAN



Expert explodes test detection stand
By Robert E. Light .........  ■ r "

/ J N E  OP THE WORLD’S foremost seismologists has 
charged that the U.S. position at test-ban talks on 

the difficulty of detecting underground nuclear ex­
plosions is “scientifically invalid.” Dr. Lewis Don Leet, 
professor of geology at Harvard University, further 
stated that given the full story, U.S. and Soviet nego­
tiators could reach agreement on a test-ban in a week.
Despite the eminence of his academic standing, Leet has 
been denied a full hearing in Washington.

Leet’s views were reported in the Harvard Crimson 
when he unburdened his frustration to an under­
graduate class after getting the brush-off in Wash­
ington. The Crimson stories appeared on March 16 and 
March 24; thus far no other publication has reported it VOL. 14, NO. 26 
and no government official has asked for Leet’s views.
MISUSE OF MATERIAL: Leet charged the Defense 
Department with taking an “overly pessimistic” view on 
the detection of underground blasts and of “ignoring 
the opinion of professional seismologists.” He said the 
government is misusing technical material to support 
a political position. “Perhaps they only want an excuse 
to call for inspection in Russia,” he said, “but they 
cannot correctly use seismology as justification.”
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The bugaboo of possible clandestine underground 
tests was raised by the U.S. in January, 1959, when 
negotiators were close to concluding a test-ban treaty. 
A panel of East-West scientists had drafted an inspec­
tion system in the summer of 1958 and the negotiators 
were trying to incorporate the system into a treaty. 
But a panel of scientists under the chairmanship of Dr. 
Lloyd Berkner, appointed by President Eisenhower, re­
ported that underground nuclear explosions did not 
create seismic signals as large as expected, and there­
fore many earthquakes could not be distinguished from 
nuclear explosions by seismic means alone. Dr. Edward 
Teller offered the theory that the Russians could cheat 
on a test-ban by exploding nuclear devices in large holes.
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‘DOODLEBUGGERS’: Leet said the 
Berkner and Vela studies excluded pro­
fessional seismologists. The only members 
of the Berkner panel with seismological 
experience were “doodlebuggers” — elec­
tronic engineers with a smattering of 
knowledge of seismology. “Not using 
earthquake station seismologists on a 
project like this,” he said, “is like revis­
ing our measurement system without 
consulting the Bureau of Standards.”

The Berkner panel included represen­
tatives of instrument companies and a 
man who, according to Leet, “never took 
the equivalent of Natural Science 10”—a 
Harvard undergraduate course. Leet said 
that Berkner and Dr. Hans Bethe of Cor­
nell were the only members of the panel 
not associated with companies awarded 
grants by the panel for “further re­
search.”

Leet applied for work on the Vela 
project but was rejected on the grounds 
that Harvard does not have instrument 
manufacturing facilities. Leet called this 
a “thin lie” because, he said, he showed 
that he could get needed instruments 
from a firm a few minutes away in 
Boston.
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PROJECT VELA: Test-ban negotiations became dead­
locked on this issue for two years. Although the recent 
Soviet and U.S. underground tests were detected thou­
sands of miles away, the New York Times reported on 
March 5 that new detection studies, called Project 
Vela, “confirmed the conclusions of U.S. scientists on 
the difficulties of detecting clandestine underground 
explosions of nuclear weapons.”

Leet challenged the findings of the Berkner panel 
and Project Vela. He questioned both groups’ scientific 
competence and insisted that “no adequate scientific 
inquiry into the area of underground nuclear tests de­
tection has yet been made.”

Of the Berkner panel, Leet said: “They had data 
so insufficient that they shouldn’t have made any 
claims, but they swore by their findings. The Russians 
took one look at the stuff, and laughed. And by God 
they were right. Any good seismologist would have 
laughed.”

THE BRUSH-OFF: Leet made two trips 
to Washington at his own expense to of­
fer his views to the government. At the 
Arms Control and Disarmament Agency 
he was asked: “If your theories prove cor­
rect does it mean that we’ll need more or 
less inspection in the Soviet Union?” 
When Leet answered “Less,” he was told 
the agency would call him if they wanted 
him. At the Defense Department he got a 
similar brush-off.

His experiences in Washington touched 
off Leet’s anger. He explained: “I was 
naive enough to believe that science was 
objective in anyone’s hands, but that Vela 
data was as full of holes as Swiss cheese. 
Three months ago I wasn’t aware that it 
would be carried over and used at 
Geneva. How the hell can a thing like this 
go on? When I found out I was mad 
enough to do some digging.

A LOT OF DOUGH: “The forces that I 
now realize are operating here are fi­
nancially powerful. Twenty-four million 
dollars’ worth of contracts was awarded 
to seismology in one year, but not to seis­
mologists . . .  I think I know who is re­
sponsible for the composition of the 
Berkner panel. I know the background 
and the corporate entanglements. But my 
personal certainty isn’t proof. I ’m still 
digging.”

Leet’s discovery of shenanigans in high 
places is new for him: He is described by 
students as apolitical. He has never as­
sociated with peace groups or ventured 
publicly beyond his own field. He has 
confined his activities to Harvard, where

he has been in charge of the seismo­
graph station since 1931.
BRITISH PROOF: Leet’s views on the 
relative ease of detecting underground 
explosions, are however, not unique. Two 
top British scientists, Sir Solly Zucker- 
man, chief scientific adviser to the Min­
istry of Defense, and Sir William Penney, 
research chief of the British Atomic 
Energy Authority, met secretly in Wash­
ington with Administration scientists 
from March 16 to March 20. They offered 
evidence that the British had detected all 
recent U.S. underground tests.

Their findings may explain why Britain 
argued at Geneva for less stringent in­
spection. Among those who met with the 
British scientists were Atomic Energy 
Comission chairman Dr. Glenn T. Sea- 
borg; Harold Brown, Defense Dept, re­
search chief; Jerome Wiesner, scientific 
adviser to President Kennedy; and Dr. 
George Kistiakowsky, former scientific 
adviser to President Eisenhower.
MR. K’S SECRET: The British argu­
ments failed to change the U.S. position, 
as did Premier Khrushchev’s announce­
ment that he had tricked the U.S. into 
acknowledging the Soviet position that 
tests are easily detected. At a meeting in 
Moscow, on March 16, Khrushchev said: 

“I am going to divulge a secret to you, 
comrades. We knew that science makes it 
possible to detect underground nuclear 
explosions by national means of control. 
The underground tests carried out, for 
instance, in the United States were re­
corded by Soviet scientists and by sci­
entists in other countries. And we decided 
to prove that when representatives of the 
Western powers harp on the impossibility 
of detecting underground explosions, they 
lie . . .

“Recently an underground nuclear ex­
plosion was carried out in the Soviet Un­
ion, although formerly we did not stage 
such explosions. And what was the re­
sults? Almost on the very day the Atomic 
Energy Commission of the United States 
declared that the U.S. detected an under­
ground explosion in the Soviet Union.”
SALT AND TURF: Data to corroborate 
the view that even small tests can be de­
tected was uncovered in unclassified 
Coast and Geodetic Survey reports by I. 
F. Stone and reported in his Weekly on 
March 19. Findings from Project Gnome 
—explosions in a big salt cavern to test 
Teller’s theory that blasts would be muf­
fled or diminished if made in salt—show­
ed that the salt blasts in many ways are 
more easily detected than explosions in 
turf.

The most revealing discovery was that 
a 5-kiloton underground explosion (one- 
fourth the size of the Hiroshima bomb) 
could be detected and located as far as 
7.200 miles away.


