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Brdbhers and Sisters:

Wb are meeting today at a very critical time in our history* We
»e meeting at a time when there is a dangerous resurgence of racism and

reaction throughout the country# We are meeting at a time when the
ilivil iTfglith-ana progressive movements have been placed on the defensive#
We are meeting at a time when the gains that were struggled for by the
movements of the 1960s are now being stripped away by the courts and
the government# We are meeting at a time when the Ku Klux Klan has dared
to riase its ugly head and strike a murderous blow against the anti-
racist movement# We are meeting at a time when we mist make a clear
ovj f \Y
a determined response to the racist violence that threatens to engulf
our communities#

Twenty years ago on Feb. 1, 1960, four bh ck students from Kreensboro
A&T College in North Carolina sat down at the lily-white lunch counter of the
local Woolworth* s store# This was the beginning of the historic sit-in
movement that was to sweep the South, involving thousands of black and white
students in the struggle against racial segregation# The sit-ins were part
of the mass movement to end racial oppression that followed the famous
Brown decision of 195>17in which the U#S. Supreme Court declared segregation
of the public schools unconstitutional# Ilike the Montgomery bus boycott
of 1955# the sit-in movement arose from the knowledge that court decisions,
while important, would not by themselves end racial segregation# What

mass

was required, the students realized, was directpotion — action that
could unite thousands of people in saying “Nor* to racism#

The sit-ins quickly spread from Greensboro to dozens of other southern
cities# Within a year the courageous and determined action of the students and
their allies brought about the desegregation of many store lunch counters,

as well as hotels, movie theaters, libraries, supermarkets, amusement parks

and other public facilities# Moreover, the sit-ins were just the beginning

of massive campaigns to end discrimination in housing, employment, social
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services, and education# These mass movements mobilized not only black people
but also Chicanos, Asian-Americans, Native Americans, Puerto Ricans, and
progressive sectors of the white community as well# Thousands of mwomen and

men of all races”~SmHo understand that masses of poeple in motion can

mhange history — masses of people in motion can make a new future for

1 But the future is not secured by struggles that took place twn or
20 years ago# The brutal murder of five anti—Ku Rlusc Klan demonstrators
in Greensboro last Rovemeber was a grave -warning that that struggle against
racism and racist violence is far from over# We must understand that the
violence in Greensboro was not an isolated incident; it is part of a national
pattern of attcks on black people, other people of oolor and indeed all

oppose
people who actively mrtmrgffiv  racism and oppression# In the past few years
we have witnessed an alarming increase in police brutality and police
killings in black and third world communities; we have seen racist mobs
attacking school buses in Boston, Louisville and other cities; we have
seen increasing harassment of undocumented workers; we have seen the
virtually

ominous spread of KKK and Razi activity to”all parts of the country
and throughout the military. Let"s not kid oursleves: ithe Kian is
organizing in southern California, ~Lan is organizing in the central
valley; the KLan is organizing right here in the Bay Area* The Klan is
not limited just to the South; the Klan is organizing throughout the
country, and it is growing threat to the democratic rights of all people#
This is why we must build a national anti-racist mass movement, for this
is the only effective zs way to respond to the national threat posed by the
KKK and other racist groups# P m

ewecJy I T -2
/The KKK is attempting to TWiTHTd wmewll Image foreitself and nige ~

Tyt\a

the tide of racism and reaction,that is sweeping the countryT~T”e so-called T iT
le>)
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New Right has launched a heavy attack against affirmative action programs
in employment and education, as well as promoting cutbacks in social
services through racist, pseudo-tax reform measures such as proposition 13*
The Klan has seized on this reactionary drift to promote itslef as the
defender of “white rights™®* and the opponent of “reverse dlscrimination.”
In this way the &lan has increased its appeal to large sections of the
white population who are confused and anrgy and looking for some”™ object
on which to vent their frsutratjon. Clearly a massive political education
program is required in the trade unions and labor movement generally
to undercut the Klan*s appeal and make it clear that the Klan is an enemy
of all workers, l«,bor organizers have been tarred and feathered and murdered
by the Klan, Workers out on strik”™4*76een brutalized by Kiansmen, and
together
the Klans efforts to prevent black and white workers from organizing into*
in unions is a Bjjjjr reasons that the South remains a haven for non-union
shops gwifixkv* whiah- pay below standard wages.

There can be no doufct that the Klan is a thoroughly racist organization.
Throughout its 100-year history, thekKKK has sought to terrorize black people
and other ethnic groups. When harassment didn*t work the Klan resorted
to open violence and murder. In every instance the object of the Klan
was the same: to disrupt and turn back the struggle for rad al equallty.o"WA T«

But the Klan is also a fascist organization and a threat to the
democratic rights of all p ” * N -Semitic, anti—communist, anti-
immigrant, anti-womans ri -union, the Klan is the cutting edge

of fascism in the United States, It is no accident that the most violently

racist group in the country is also the vanguard of fascism* U.S*

years, intensification ftfF racism becomes the favorite weapon used by the

country*s rulers as they seek to shift the burden of the crisis onto the
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backs of racial minorities, while also confusing and undermining the general
working class movement. Fanning the flames of racist hysteria becomes a/
convenient cover for an all-out attack on the living standard and democratic
rights of working people of all races.

A good example of this is seen in the Klan*s demagogic rhetoric about
“reverse racism.’l By portraying affirmative action programs and other
gains of the 1960s as “reverse racism!* against whites the Kian serves the

interests of the gi nt corporations and banks by diverting attention from

Outbacks in social services and attacks on wage levels are instituted

in a desperate effort to protect and increase the profits of the banks

and corporations. But such massive attacks on the living standards of

the people cannot be carried out openly. They must be ooncealed by cynical

iVDte*U. Q.
appeals to patriotism, anti-communism and racism. Alternatively,”the

%f&hsfﬁﬁﬁizﬁniiais,ﬂthe Iranians,”Mexican immigrants or hlaMr-paapilp are
presented as the so-called ibaagsc ”enemy” and chief cause of the present
crisis. Thus, while the political establishment attacks the peoplesl
Iivlihooi with one hand, with the other it unleashes the Klan and sets
up scapegoats as targets for the resulting anger and frustration. In
this political context, the Ku Klux Kian is a crucial weapon used by the
establis cism and repression*

JLet us be clears When the Ku Klux Kian rides, nobody is safe, (repeat)
IU thn ~ mm -tMBN tot must™a™”™understand that while the Kian is the visible,
gun-wielding right afm of the racist monster, it is not the head nor is it

the most vital organ. The KKK is the inevitable product of a racist and

reactionary society* This means that we cannot
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Klan through individual or small group confrontations* Certainly, people
should defend themselves if they are attacked by these racist thugs, but
we cannot expect to destroy the monster by chopping off one or two of its
Those fingers will simply be regenerated by the society t hat created the Klan.
fingers* *We must also never forget that the Klan does not work alone, but
usually has the tacit — and sometimes open — support of the local police
and FEE* As we saw in Greensboro, when the deal goes down the police are
going to look the other way — or, as we*ve seen too many times before,
the police are going to come to the aid of their brothers ,acn+ cousins,

Every struggle has

and co-workers who are wearing those white sheets* IKhxtoaoEx;"
its martyrs, but at this point we don*t need more martyrs — we need ib

The worfe* well-established collusion between government agencies and
Jnaiy

the Klan is also the reason that we cannot propose a strategy bh”~relies totally
upon government and law enforcement agencies to defeat the Klan* Never-
theless, we should/™miss any opportunity to demand that the government
stamp out the Klan* Such a demand would expose the collusion between the
government and the Klan, as well as rally the support of progressive
politcal ~ UWUW>s* Still, we must be clear that such demands are an
effective tactic only when they are backed up by a mass, anti-racist move-
ment*

When the Klan tried to rear its head in the 1960s, it was the strength
and unity of the anti-racist movement that chased the Klan back into obscurity4
The fact that masses of people were organising and demonstrating against
segregation and racism created a political climate in which the Klan
could not operate* It is this kind of mass movement which we must commit
ourselves to building today*

WhatAkind of movement areiwe talking <#>out? We\ are talﬁing about A

a movement IthaiTWucatep peopli pold iica,ily\about thb racist /and ftjscistj

nature”of the KKK* By ihdt weljnean uhat i t W imporWnfc for-"eople

>



What kind of movement are we talking about? We are talking about organizing
a broad mass movement that can politically isolate and defeat the Klan* This
will mean building a broad coalition that includes civil rights, labor, j ~ j
womens, comminity fend>thi«aftk''organizations and individuals < All of these
sectors have an objective an immediate interest in defeating the Klan* By
uniting these forces in a maoDaye BBtaEfcibsxx organizational and educational
campaign, we can lealistically work to politically and ideologically
isolate and defeat the Klan, and similar racist groups*
while

Secondly,x+*M organising people into a movement we must also educate
them politically about the racist and fascist nature of the Klan* By t hat
we mean that it is important for people to understand that the Klan is not
some kind of wierd aberration in American soceity that will somehow go away
if we just ignore it* On the contrary, the Klan is a iraffx logical extension
of the racism that characterizes this society* Therefore, to conhat the Klan
we must Ffight every manifestation of racism wherever they may be found*
Only a thorogoing, anti-racist struggle can eliminate the basis for groups
like the Klan* This is the political message we must bring to those who

want to Ffight the Klan#
Thirdly, since the Klan is a national phenomenon, our fightback also
has to have a national character* In this regard it is important for us
_ - _ i, éé i, _ . 10>
to link up wit]i other organizations>#S~anti-racist work, _as™”>efiatiy
the National Anti-Klan Netowrk, which is a broad coalition of concerned
organizations and individuals, and which is also the group sponsoring
the national mobilization in Greensboro/ that is taking place today*
Here in the Bay Area it is crucial for us to strengthen the working
labor,
relationships between various civil rights,/comnunity and progressive
organzations that~rdoing anti-racist work* This might involve holding
community educational meetings such as this one, organising a regional
anti-racist conference for the near future, and building an anti-racist
i—z

coaltion that can conduct on-going”™m>rk on a/day-to-day basis* Clearly,

there is no lack of issues: everything from the activities of local Klan and
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Nazi groups, to police Kkillings in the hjr fMmmity, to racismin the
schools, to the recent decision by the state court of appeals that will
destroy all affirmative action programs in higher education in California#
We invite all of you here today to join with us in the commitment to
build a new anti-racist offensive for the 1980s. Our history shows that
when people are organized into a strong, united movement, the racist and
reactionary forces are driven back# Without such a movement to directly
challenge the Kian and otho* racists, their activity and influence will
continue to grow# Today we are"-sayiagr"""letlsNaawerKthe Kian with the

united voice of the people#



The Ku Klux Klan is on the rise again. By-mnntirg~craird

H
idates”™and-appear ing”ontelevision-, —theAI;h is making a
concerted effort to win new adherents and reestablish its
elf as a powerful political force. The recent KKK/Nazi mu

rders iIn Greensboro marked a new level of racist terror ahd

serves as a warning of the rising racist tide in the 1%$?2> *5

*yvce
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KB¥QR¥ OF THE"KhANr

ww—Ftypysani nn sS-nm
er-preblea-*— feh"fe-raeiam-i&-eentral-fe&-the-f«ne* eHting-ef-
in-eaeh-resurgeneey The”Klan has rep
iapitalist—-AmerieaX,Wifch-eaeh-resurgeneer~f-raei9a-aad-p
~aenfeed-fehe-aeafe-viaBgHtfe-aeetiaa-ef-tke-resurgeaee-ef---
i feleal -er+at97-feh&—KKKSffiga-fea—"Yp fore aa-Bre-gcpregcl

itEive of the mo«t-yeaet4-aa)mAr-
HISTORY OF THE KLAN

The history of the Klan has been the history of racist

upsurgesx and political, reaction. The—Rian is—tiTe violent
— t/fyiu** i1& XZL \nxiv~ un

tip -cEthe—racist iceberg, that has been central to the-fu
notioning—oi—eapitatis4—Amexi-ea.

The KKK was originally founded in 1865 by five ex-Conf-
ederate Army officers as a fraternal club to soothe their

crushing defeat

frustration at the cnmxira of the slaveholders in
the Civil War. Within a year, the ex-slaveholders had tra
nsformed = the KKK into the center of violent opposition
to human rights for black people, as well agbpublic educa n
tion, voting rights, and land for all of the people of te.

South then being Intxcduced by the Reconstruction gover

nments. Desperate to maintain semi-slave labor, the KKK -u*

msed intimidation, murder, rape and lynching to afAack*/thteA

Aj
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a key
Ve, "E£s\*ng"XlanAtfaay kgy instrument iIn smashi
'] Reconstruction democracy and instituting Jim Crow segr-—

rc*Au\5
egation in all reilms of U.S. life.

19
Having—achieved its—goals” the Klan was quiet until fd
15.
e-19 Capitalizing on popt-wa-T* patriotism and anti-communi
sm, the Klan promoted itself as the champion of ’American
ism* . In addition to white supremacy, the Klan incorporate
ed anti-Semitism, anti-Catholicism, anti-communism, anti-
immigration, and anti-unionism into its program. World do —
ge -
mination by White America was its goal.
Thaslpittirra0ecttdbhe--dleigh

eounting”fchousands of police, hundreds of city officials:*

and capitalists, and doxens of Congresspersons among its

owed Klan ceremonies—in-w -the White House-i;

The KKK began to disintegrate when it was sued for mil
lions in unpaid taxes in 1926. But principal credit for i
'decline goes to the development of mass opposition to

it throughout the country. The movement refuted its racist®

became

en underground where it rsscsd >cunGent®-ss" the invisible gucui-A.

uq;d of Jim Crow until the 1960°s.
The civil rights movement of the 1960°s was the greatejj
anti-racist offensive yet witnessed in this country. |1
frontal attack on segreation naturally smoked out the

Klan. Attempting to maintain segregation, the Klan left a
it was*"swept as-

trail of terror throughout the South. But £t-waa ineffeet

ide by the freedom movement which won important gains for

f£ve-f£a-the-8aee-e§-a-i1aavefflenfe-whfeh

all working people in this country.



THE KLAN TODAY
u*< f “"bolder)

The Klan i® now strongerrthan it has been in more than
a decade. Its resurgence coincided with the Bakke case in
1977. Since then the membership k of the various Klan grou-
pings has increased about 25% per year. More serious is its
~increasing influence in the general population. The KI™

armed forces.
an operates in at least 22 states plus the armyT-»avyT-ma-
rine&-and-air-#ereer
mfUreujU rk iMtX*** u/trit

The New Klan is struggling for respectability” David Duf<&
ujte io”<”onsLdiiLI® OH telwlsixju~nd:talK- sITOK talking so* rin
ff/IfiTT hin mrrr pirrr enil, FTnn wahri , Inui fornnhrn

their heeds and encobigge people to wear KRIah~-"t*bliii ti». If'-

volitical candidates;— liicludli7A _
a 1980 presidential-tigdefes. And it has launched vigoro*i$
tg. presidenfe-ial-and-viee -»s recruitment campaigns in the
nation’s highschools and armed-ferees-? military. Most of its members are
PP Despite its new tactics, the Klan is essentially the
terrorist gang
fame as-befoge? as before. In the last year they have
involved in shootings in Talladega County and Decatur, mu-
rders in Greensboro, Okalona, and Oklahoma, beatings of u -
nion organizers throughout the South, and the formation ot"
a vigilante °Mexican Border Patrol’” A measure of its
Dhar \
boldness is the fact fhey™eoijmiltrfced the Greensboro murder* wox, cck-mnJHc
~ in broad daylight in front of television cameras '"“The
KKI™* must be stopped now
NEW RHETORIC
Today’s Klan poses itself the "Champions of Equality"!
Following the lead of the universities-~-corporations—and

the U.S. Sppreme Court™whieh-»-gaveT2S=i:he Bakke decision,

the KKK now cloaks i1ts racism iIn the rhetoric of T"reverse

under
30.



discrimination™® *

This concept holds that minorities are now oppressing

¢{ Udenies that ©
white people. Thus the Klan says it Is racist™ Rath

er_it declared itself to be the defender of “white rights”

which minorities are supposedly violating.
mis-
This "white rights®™ rhetoric is a crude attempt to xap
direct iwidespread/ <-ufikA™?r
italiae-en the”rrustration caused by unemployment and- inf

GAJ.6C
IXtion*Far~from being the cwitroof white misery, minoriti-

* uom-uég, systenm,

es are the greatest victims of the capitalist- Stysfem.
They suffer twice as much unemployment as whites, make on-
ly 60% as much income, and are condemned to the worst sch™-"5
Qpi~, housing, and health care. To top it off they are tx*
drug
~ Ogbects of constant police harassment and dux trafficking.
The concepts of “reverse discrimination® and “white rights-
are cruel jokes designed to pit one part of the working clc’s
the
lans against xs other— and send the capitalists laughing

all the way to the bank.

THE KKK AND FASCISM

VAIH iTJL ifjh
The cutting rdrr of the KKK is its racism, but ita-bot-mlIr5
fttfriyir W- C* - violent depri*-
tom Lin® The Klan advocates the vie latent

vation of democratic rights to the vast majority of people
in this country* Minorities, Jews, trade unionists, immig-
rants, Catholics, communists, and women have nox rights

a RlansMM is bound to respect. Moreover the Klan is
a rabid advocate of White American supremacy over and exp-
loitation of the rest of the world. We-are-ailzto -pay-tri *

fe C ” '

bute~-to~the JJASF™"maie”™ capitalist:"

It is not surprising, then, that

gfror the right wing movements of the late 1970"s have

provided fertile ground for the KKK resurgence. Movements



against affirmative action, the right to abortion, the Equ

ual Rights Amendment, as well as the mass deportation of
Lfi"r- §
Mexicans, abnupt cuthhcks in social services, and

anian. hysteria have revived not only the KKK, but also th™-
Increasing links among
% Nazis and the John Birch Society.whese-inereas

these fascists are evident throughout the country as symb -
United Racist

olized by the Rxkykk Front of North Carolina (which
committed Klansman -1
xpa the Greensboro murders) and ttoa David Dukesjpres

idential campaign. And-as—-usual-their-main-target—is—-mine
rities*--the-histerie-se-apegeat-ier-the-ills-ef-eapitaliem.
To beatback the Klan will require a united anti-racist mo -
vement that opposed all fascist, jinooist, and right wing
movements in this country.
THE KLAN AND THE GOVERNMENT

The governement is far from neutral in/the KKK controv-

goocEXx eemplieity- its conciliationts critiaal to the

ersy : their-filn————- —has-heen—erueial-feeKlan—saeeessT
success of the Klan. Local governments are often involved
in outright complicity with the Klan, while the federal

government conciliates it.

fagi government officials Have \jpeirly suppuj-Led aiul en

coumged Klan. An jJiment insists on allo”~ng thf Klan to organize
in the the system,
:sy armed forg.es, and prison sdards-fe =
Press acists, the FBI* e KKK, b
e-he Tche-KKK--It-has\direefeed-fei (e-FBi-fee—+
ut has watched the Klanxommitxmie violent

niilferafe-
crime after-another.

Most outrageous is the government"s insistence on the ~
legality of such white supremacists as the Klan and Nazis.
Knowing full well that the sole purpose of the KKK is rac-
ist genocide and violent undermining of the democratic ri-

ghts of U.S. citizens, the government demands that they be
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granted lequal rights®, This makes a farce out of democra-
cy and betrays the hypocrisy of the government’s claim to
represent human rights for—ait*

Based on this, the government has allowed the Klan to
organize in its police departments, armed forces, and pri-
son system. It does nothing about government officials who
openly support and ennourage the KKK. It hai directed the
FBI to infiltrate the Klan, but then stands by as the Kla#v

commits ene violent crime after another. And courts havg.
terrorists:
been notoriously lenient to KlanxaaKitr the Greens -
boro murderers have been released from jail on bail even
though their heinous crimes were recorded on television f
(Compare this to the fate of minorities ar-
or all to see! Meanwhile-minerity-yeufehe-reeeive-indeterm-
rested for petty thip~gfervjthiGveryl = flsst/ry 1)
inate-sentenees—80r rebbing-fche khk”~rk We must demand t\laA

the Klan be outlawed, and force the government to end

all complicity with fascist gangs!



VIOLENCE AND RACISM
* * by the use of sys-

Racism was created and is maintained

tematic violence. Slave patrols, lynching, racist laws,

~inkerton goons, police brutality, immigration agents, and
Klan/Nazi terror are all part of the violent mechanism nec-
essary to deprive minorities of their basic democratic rights,
to force them into the position of cheap labor, and to quell
their resistence to racial oppression and exploitation.

Racist exploitation has taken many forms historically:
slavery, peonage, bracero programs, contract labor, and un-
lfrabUaY”™ ™ Fifcfeji
employed urban—Ldbui leseivtjS. But it has always been key
to the power of U.S. capitalist development. The KKK is
thus not an aberration from an otherwise democratic socie-

part of this
ty, but rather an integral paxkxsz racist, capitalist
system. To oppose the KKK is meaningless without opposing
racism in all its formswhich ga give rise to the KKK in the
first place.
Ruttp TVEE
WHY -AN-ANTI-KLAN MOVEMENT? !

The KKK is the stormtrooper for a broad assault on the
rights and standard of living of minorities and other working
people now taking place. It feeds on the frustration caus-
ed by the capitalist systiem which promotes billionaires k

lin the face of inflation)
while workers X struggle to surviv” whicfTkeeps millions
unemployed while factories and farmland lie idle, and whose
political leaders are corrupt and unprincipled.

The Klan appeals to the most politically backwards sec-
tors to place the blame for their frustration not on the-

iHratiunali Ly-irf tlie-ecanamlu msybfren™- m H+=rm the we"sJ:

victims of tfcat sys‘foexc e racial minorities and exploited

e~
—_>

countries. Only the giant corporations benefit from Klan activity.






