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The PTilde of my talk is the political-econom™of racial
inequality. I feel this i1s a particualrly appropriate subject

since today is the ninth anniversary of the assassination

of Martin Luther King, a man who dedicated his life to struggling

against American racism.
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Martin®™ Luterh King dreamed of an America in which racial
eqaulity would prevail. He dreamed of a society in which
no group would be subjugated and exploited on account of
race. King began his career as a moral reformer who believed
that American society was Basically just and™ good, and that
racism was a blemish that could be removed by appropriate
cosmetic surgery. By the end of his life he had recognized
that inequality was more than a moral issue; inequality was
built Into the very structure of American society and would
mobilization
require the organization of power to change it.
_Today 1 want to address myself to the political economy
maticL
of Minequality i1n American life. In particualr I want to look first
at how +hk racial i1nequality iIs structured iIn this society and
/Bk gh —>
secondly now™ effective arer*reforms such as equal opportunity
and affirmative action iIn overcoming or alleviating inequality.
I think this second point is especially important today be-
cause all around us we wee growing attacks on equal opportunity
and affirmative action programs. In fact, a™-rTwill mlS&uuss
JLateer, there 1Is an important case coming before the Supreme
Court that could very well result in the elimination of
all affirmative action programs throughout the country.
My basiip thesis this talk is that in modern capitalist
America racism functions as a means of labor/control”~dnd /dii7
By way pf [analogy we might sey tha™ like a huge/ a
concentration! cant/ in which b”ack and re locked
in order/to r(ist ict thx ir mbvement and make possible an
intense/ explo:  tion of eir labor.
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Uy23 1977

Dear Bob —
? Jvin v | | > lpflplt w stfiii 4 Sl IpS  «@T *.

Enclosed is the article on the Bakke case, I*ve also enclosed some possible
art that might be used with it, X think it would be good to run this in the
September issue as the Supreme Court will be hearing the case in early October

and the article should be in circulation by then.

If you decide to run an announcement about the Port Chicago study |'d like
to see a copy of it for approval before going to press. The Navy is beginning
to become uptight about ray research and | don’t want to give thsm any excuse
for denying me access to materials in their files. Keep the announcement

as innocuous as possible.

Hot and humid here, and | 'm sure Washington will be worse, Looking forward

to returning to the gray pearl of the pacific.

Regards to all.

/ |(f

R cl/

P.S. After July 31 can be reached c/o Stanley Parker, Solebury, PA 18963
(215) 297-5701, Send me a packet of the Cuba issue.
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