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I f  your car broke down and you took i t  to a ̂ mechanic to have i t  fixed, 

and the mechanic came back and sl id he thought he had fixed the car, you 

wouldn* t stand there and debate with«*ie him about whther or not he had
£$v «**/*! KJl »f

actually repaired the cary| No, you would go turn on the motor and test the 

car to see i f  i t  was fixed* Uacoai The words we say and the ideas we have 

are true not because we say they are but becasue they w ork out in practice#

So i t  seams to me that the black scholar must f i r st  of al l  study and
������ ��

understand the experiences of black people  ̂and secondly the black scholar

mist test out this knowledge by getting involved in the peoples activities

and struggles and putting these ideas to the test of practice* Only in this

way can the black scholar know whether what he says i s true or false# Only

in this way can he make a real contribution to our advancement*

I  think the greatest example of what I  am talking about i s to be found

in the l i fe of Dr. W.E.B. Du Bois. Dr. Du Bois was pKHbatetyxfckns one of the

greatest black scholars that ever lived. Dr. Du Bois was trained at Harvard

University and he could have easily spent his l i fe sitting in a library doing

research. But Dr. Du Bois recognized that al l  his research and al l  his

theories were of no value unless he tried to test them out in practice. So
Esp. in the work of the NAACP, then militant. 7̂ . 

he involved himself in the activities and struggles of black people  ̂ He took

the ideas that he had g±s gained from long, hard study and research, and he 
%(� �� �)� �� ��� of ���� *���� $+#�)�����,

pit them to the test of pr act i ceH e found out that some of his ideas were

wrong and had to be changed, while others had great truth. £nd in this pro�

cess Dr. Du Bois made a tremendous contribtuion to the black struggle for
rv*�, � � � � �  ��� � 	  UPW� f i r st 

freedom and justice. T̂his i s what black scholars must doŝ to learnanbc

from the people, and then to take what has been leanred back to the people 

so that i t  may be beneficial.

OP as Dr. Du Bois wrote in his autobiography, i t  i s impossible for a

black scholar to be a clam, cool and detached scientist when black poeple are 

being lynched, murdered and starved. The scholar must serve the pople in both 

his studies and his actions, this is the role of the black scholar. 
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