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In our movement the concept of cultural chauvinism
is a "ntTiring scmrcp of ml ~understanding. Like
racism, the subject of cultural chauvinism is often
treated in a personal and emotional-wav, instead of
axxempffngxound~rslanTTow it fits into the over-
all capitalist social system. We cannot effectively
combat cultural chauvinsim unless we understand its
social origins and its present ideological uses.

There are two other reasons for studying cultural
chauvinsim. In the Ffirst place, cultural chauvinism
is a part of the ideology of Western imperialism.

It provides a convenient set of ideas that serve to
rationalize and justify the continued imperialist
exploitation of the Third World. Secondly, because
cultural chauvinist thinking pervades the capitalist
societies of the West, it has even affected the left-
wing movements in these ~cbunpriesJ diftoxting_ and
"corrupting their under”~an3in” of the world-wide
socialist struggle. This has caused some would-be
racfraTs to, in effect, ally themselves with the im-
perialists against Third World socialists. It is
especially important for Brigadistas, who will be
living and working in a country which is attempting
to construct a socialist culture, to sort out and
seek to understand the bourgeois mental baggage we
have acquired as a result of having been conditioned
for many years by the capitalist culture of the U.S.
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CULTURE

An initial source of confusion about cultural chau-
vinism is the basic i1dea of culture. What is cul-
ture? How may it be understood? Culture can be
considered to have tirin~”~g 1~ @egendent™sjShijs:
non-material and, material-. The nnn-mfltor™i
-o#*cuziure includes the totality of knowledge and
ideas (e.g. science and art), values (e.g. status
symbols), patterns of behavior (e.g. social rela-
tions between capitalists and workers), and social
institutions (e.g. the market, private property,
the educational system) which operate in a given
society. The post basic-fe.t.i.™ rr --——————-
material culture Is the,manner in which.a soMet.v
organizes the productive life.of its mwnW« (based
on its historically developed technical levels,
including both technical knowledge and "hardware.')
This is so because the mode of production and re-
sulting work relations are crucial in shaping many
other aspects of the non-material culture, as will
be discussed in following pages.

The material culture includes all artifacts and
material goods and wealth (especially the instru-
ments of production) resulting from human activity
in a given society. Material culJjjiir®

product of organized human lafogjr. However, the
decision as to what is produced is not merely a
reflection of the physical needs of the masses.
This decision is an outgrowth of the values and
interests of the classes that control the produc-
tion process. Thus, material and non-material cul-
ture are interdependent, and both are intimately
linked to the social process of production. In-
deed, .organlzed ggcial production is the foundation
of all culture/vvw\rmenianmmmgresy -

Culture is sometimes defined in ways that can be
completely misleading. For example, it is oftene”
quated with literature and art: to be a "eSltured®
person is to be familia?f?Clri;he arts. This
understanding of culture is exceedingly narrow and*
class-biased« Literature and art are expressions



. of social consciousness. As such they are certainly*

Youth culture
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a-part of culture, but not its totality. Moreover,U
culture is not the exclusive"propertyu of certain
privileged classes which patronize or produce art;
cultural development depends on the social labor
(physical and mental) of all the people. Even the
solitary artist, working alone must be a part of a
symbol-sharing community that creates the basic
social values (e.g. concepts of beauty, good, truth,
etc.) and raw idea-materials that go into his art.
Without these social essentials he could not produce
any art. Therefore, "his"™ art is in reality a social
process.

Today the term "youth culture"™ has come into popular
usage. This is another misleading view of culture.
Youth culture refers primarily to

styles” that is, living arrangements, modes of dress
and speech, different forms of music and entertain-
ment. Although youth culture is often hailed as
"revolutionary,"™ it frequently boils down to changes
in styles and patterns of ”onsimgi”ioi”behgjj"j*r that
have little if any revolutionary content. In what
way 1is it more revolutionary to wear Levis and
collect Rolling Stone albums than to wear three-
button suits and attend the opera? Obviously this
question oversimplifies the problem, but the point
is that if we restrict culture tr 11FF-
Ityl£Syethen_j[evo3®

style for.another. Clearly, such a "revolution”
would have little meaning or value for most of the
world’s peoples.

May does the youth culture focus so much on life-
The idea of a youth culture originated -
rebellion of discontented middle-class white
youth. A major reason for this rebellion was that
thousands of white youth were being prevented from
enteri ng...nr.odnrtiifg mi ps. American society by *
the stagnating economy of the Sixties! Excluded
from meaningful productive roles, these alienated
youth proceeded to make a virtue of iiecessMity by
ostensibly-rejecting_what they considered to be the
bourgficns v« g~qland life-stvles of their parents.
Many of them rejected the capitalist work ethic



and instead withdrew into communes to create new
life-styles. Unfortunately, the life-styles created
were often little more than the inverse of the bour-
geois life-style, since they were done in a social
vacuum and were unrelated to the relations of pro-
duction, the process of meeting basic human needs.
Thus, youth culture offered a dramatically "new”
way of "relating” and consuming in a society that
remained basically unchanged.

It must be admitted that youth culture has made
a positive contribution to the political movement
n by raising questions about destructive social
g values, and by pointing out the ways in which
y capitalist society dehumanizes even those who are
n not victims.of brutal economic or racial oppression.
n However, it has misled some people into thinking
$ that by changing their personal life-stvles they
o/, can somehow change thesocial system. This faulty
line of thinking ignores the fact that i7ggggggl
| life-styles simply reflect the possibilities in-
TTjX v herent in the existing social system., not vice

Vi * wversa. (Youth culture represents alienation from
Y the urban rat-race and suburban status seeking, but
NP - it does not transcend or overturn these social
> v¥ *3 realities.)Also, this kind of reasoning tends to
N 7Yy S n*FT. isn— “Trinig Ynur nmm —
thing" — <at the expense of collective action.-
\ Youth culture thus becomes an expression of indivi-
a y dual privilege that runs directly counter to the
collective social needs of the poor and working
1° classes. For the bulk of the population individual

liberation can come only as the result of uniting
to overthrow the entire oppressive system, not by
seeking out a protected niche within it for indivi-
1dual salvation. Thus we can now see that youth
xulture is tolerated as a "liberated™ island within
capitalist America because (1) it does not threaten
basic production relations, (2) it has nothing to
offer the poor of discontented workers, and () it
is a fertile hunting ground for hip capitalists
looking to hustle new styles of music, clothes,

health foods, etc.
Culture as a

mthing—in—it— Culture is often regarded as an independent thing-
sglX in-itself. Each nation is said to have its own
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peculiar culture vhich develops according to its
own internal rules and lavs without rpgard to anv
external factors. Before the advent of European
colonialism and the diffusion of capitalist culture
to almost all parts of the world, this view of cul-
ture had much validity. But in the world as it has
existed since about 1700, the subordination of
traditional cultures to capitalist penetration is
the outstanding feature. The result has been a
globalized capitalist culture. Capitalism destroyed
the basis of tradiGion"GIBcultures by imposing
capitalist property and work relations. Capitalism
thus swept away the old cultures or reconstructed
them in its own image. At the same time, however,
the development of capitalism from the commercial
to the industrial stage was made possible by
Europe’s contact with and exploitation of the
colonial world. Thus capitalist culture, too,
must be examined from an international rather than
a national perspective.

CHANGES IN CULTURAL LIFE UNDER CAPITALISM

From the standpoint of culture capitalism has heé&n
—-a revolutionary tn-rro. it has provided the driving
power for drastic changes in all aspects of social
S,fg« In Europe This process occurred grad”~ally -~
and was spread over several centuries. This is not
to imply that no hardship accompanied the transition
from feudalism to capitalism. The enclosure move-
_ment in England, for example, in which peasants
were forced off their communal lands in order to
facilitate the commercialization of agriculture,
caused much strife and hardship for the peasantry.
But this probably was not as severe as the wholesale
social disruption spawned by the relatively sudden
imposition of capitalist colonialism on non—European
societies. She spread of the market (with its defi-
nition of land and labor as commodities) tore

Third World peoples up by their roots and shook
them loose from social relationships that had exis-
ted for centuries. ~Mr2adig™M™MM~gnsfogmijithJiP
economies and social'struotures of g9loni™Med-"a~
tVons, capitrism”Sroibly shnt*h~rri™Mjw
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Wherever it has penetrated, capitalism has brought
about basic changes iIn social life. To begin with,
it completely altered the process of prnriuntlon.
Capitalism "socialized" the ffifiducftion,process bv
(D) replacing the individual producer of pre-capi-
talist societies with an organized social workforce,
and (2) replacing individual tools with social

tools (e.g. plantations, factories, etc.) However,
the developing capitalist calsses assured their
control over this social process by imposing the
concept of capital igf. TYP-i~wg under

which ownership is separated from creation. Thus,
all "things,” 1including labor power,were reduced

to commodities that could be bought and sold as
property on the market. This in turn stimulated a
tremendous circulation of money and commodities

as a subsidiary aspect of capitalism. More import-
antly, however, capitalist production revolutionized
work relations. The alienation of the worker from
the land and the means of production combined with
the money-wage system made the capitalist class (and
not the workers) the controller of the quantity and
type of work performed by the workers. The worker,
compelled to sell his labor power (in order to

live) to the owner of the means of production (the
capitalist), was thereby reduced to a mere cog in
the capitalist social order. The capitalist-puritan

Jjwork ethic — extolling the virtues of hard labor —

sprang forth as part of the ideology to justify this
social relationship.

On the world scale the emergence of capitalism re-
suited iIn the concentration of capital (the means
of production 7 In a small part of the world —

western Europe . The early colonial plunder of the

non-European world combined with the capitalist
slave trade provided a global base for the accumu-
lation of capital in Europe. Moreover, by breaking
up the age-old patterns of their agricultural econ-
omy, and by forcing shifts to exportable crops,
colonialism destroyed the self-sufficiency of the
colonized societies. Instead, these societies were



brought into the world-wide system of commodity cir-
culation, contributing thg-i-r pponomi "surplus™ to
the growing capital of Europe. Colonialism also
created a vast pool of pauperized labor as it

seized peasant-occupied lands for plantation pur-
poses and other uses by foreign enterprise. Tradi-
tional craftsmen were reduced to common wage la-
borers as ancient handicrafts were exposed t6 with-
ering competition from European industrial exports.

This process of capital accumulation in the indust-
rially advanced capitalist nations — and consequent
"underdevelopment’” of much of the rest of the

world — was frozen in place with the advent of
imperialism. Where colonialism plundered nations,
imperialism sought to block their economic develop-
ment by preventing the accumulation of capital and
. the creation of an industrial base. Although the
expansion of commodity circulation, the pauperiza-
tion of large numbers of peasants and artisans, and
the contact with advanced technology, provided a
powerful impetus to the development of capitalism
in the colonized world, this development was
forcibly shunted from its normal course, distorted
and crippled to suit the purposes of Western imper-
ialism.

Changes In  The emergence of the capitalist mode of production
family life end capitalist property relations affected other
basic areas of social life. Traditional family

structures were radically transformed and disorgan-
ized. For the capitalist bourgeoisie tit> mnnng-»-

mous, nuclear family became t.he npv «npial ideal.
This family structure provided a convenient social
instrument for transmitting property from father
to son (with the mother as a subordinate inter-
mediary) . For workers a different dynamic was in-
volved. As capitalism developed and the peasants
were wrenched form the land by the commercializa-
tion of agriculture, the traditional large, ex-
tended family structure started to disintegrate.
The move from the rural areas to towns and cities
in search of work broke up old family life pat-
terns. Further, socialize d production »r»der
capitalism required a large highly mobile labor 7
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force that could migrate easily from one workplace
to another.in accordance with cyclical variations
in labor requirements. Consequently, the ex-
tended family was fragmented into the close-knit
nuclear family: husband, wife and a few children.
But the pressure of capitalist work relations

made any form of stable family life impossible for
many workers, expecially among those in the reserve
army of unskilled labor who are compelled to
migrate in search of work even more frequently
than the more 'secure"™ sections of the working
class. Thus, the family »p jptn
smaller units or ran aT?art™altogeth<*r »nHpr
impact of capitalism.

The institution of education gives us another
vantage point from which to examine cultural
changes under capitalism. In pre-capitalist
societies formal education was virtually non-ex-
istent for the masses (exceptfor religious in-
doctrination) . Formal education was reserved for
those aspiring to~enter the governing bureaucracy
(as in ancient China) or it served as a method <f
class differentiation (as in medieval Europe).
Individual skills were passed on from craftsman to
apprentice, out this too affected only a small
part of the population.

With the development of social production under
capitalism, education became '"‘democratized.’”
Public educational systems were established to
provide rudimentary training for the masses.
Social production requires the dessimination of
generalized education among the workers who must
be prepared to perform a wide range of .lobs and
to move easily from one ,ldb to another as techno-
logical changes bring about changes in production.
Hence capitalist production demands widespread
general knowledge, not the ossified skills of the
artisan. +f

At the same time, college and university education
is structured to provide the capitalist with an

elite of managers, scientists, engineers, teachers,
and other professionals to run the private and pub-
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lie bureaucracies that dominate the society.
(Colleges also serve as a way of controlling the
labor supply by withdrawing students — 8 million
at present — from the active labor force.)

Capitalism has also had great impact on the politic-
al organization of human societies. Specifically,
capitalism prompted the development of t.hp modern
nation-state. Capitalism needed the nation-state
because the state provides a,rational legal framework
with laws which define and protect property”™ en-
force contracts, settle disputes, and prevent ar-
bitrary interference in private business relation-
ships by the sovereign power. Furthermore the

modern state also establishes a uniform marketing
system, develops a communication and transportation
network , and collects taxes that can be used to
underwrite businesses and industries (exg. the
military-industrial complex).In general, the modern
nation-state acts as a "hot house™ to accelerate
capitalist development.

While the state served as a catalyst and referee for
competition within its own borders, it also served
to stimulate competition between its own traders

and industrialists and those of other countries.

The capitalist world was thus divided into aggres-
sive nation-states that sought to parcel out the
rest of the world between them.

The form of the nation-state varies greatly; from
monarchies ot republics, from liberal welfare
states to openly fascist states. But In every case
the state apparatus serves as a political bureau
"Tor the capitalist classes. It is lihe emergence

~ot capitalism that creates the need and material
basis for the nation-state; while at the same time
the nation-state is a prerequisite for the further
maturation of capitalism.

It is quite evident that science and technology have
been harnessed to capitalism and made subservient

to the dominant classes. Why did this come about?
Science may be considered to be an expression

0? the necessity to rationally understand and 9
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control the environment In which ve live.

This desire for understanding is not restricted to
certain races or cultures; it ~universal. It
springs from the Tact that human survival depends
on the operation of the intellect (reasoning abi™*
lity) rather than on purely instinctive behavior
(as in animals). As such science can be found,

at least iIn rudimentary form, in all societies —
although it may sometimes be blended and confused
with religious or mystical “knowledge.”

Li ancient societies where the wealth of the ruling
classes was based on land and/or tribute from sub-
jects there was little stimulus for scientific
development. What scientific activity there was,
was largely the product of individual thinkers and
experimenters working alone. _I2Mer capitalism.
however, where the wealth of the ruling classes is
based on exploitation and *gnti” mfif
productive, foree”, science oecomes

it is only through the application of science
(technology) that productive forces can be Advanced.
Capitalist competition stimulates revolutionary tech-
nological development as a s-lda g-pfw+ of - —————
mad scramble to maximize profits, in addition.

tutes replacing the individual experimenter. Finally,
the establishment of belligerent nation-states,

with their insatiable need for armaments and military
technoloby, further stimulated science while binding
it ever more tightly to the needs of the dominant
classes. All in all, capitalism gave a tremendous
boost to science, but at the same time it distorted
science®s democratic character by making it subserv-
ient to the technological and military needs of the
capitalist classes.

Literature and art are expressions of the human
desire to understand the world 'by projecting images
PF However, since literature and art are not
in themselves directly productive of food, clothing,
and shelter, the great majority of writers and art-
ists throughout history have been dependent for
their survival upon the patronage of the dominant.



classes = Consequently the “dominant ar*t of any
society tends to reflect the interests and pre-oc-
cupations of the dominant classes. This dominant
art is usually referred to as "high culture.”

Folk culture,” on the other hand, refers to the
art and music of the masses. It reflects their
needs and pre-occupations. Running through folk
culture are themes of hardship, discontent, desire
to escape from or struggle against oppression,
joy with small victories, etc.

Capitalism seeks to replace high culture and folk
with mass culture.” It does this by
turning the production of literature, drama, art
and music into commerical operations aimed at
making money. Mass culture is therefore tha end
product of packaging” that part of culture that
can be commercialized. It xs really little more
than advertising which pretends to be "cultural,”
since its chief function is to promote the life-
styles and consumption habits of the capitalist
Astatus-quo. Mass culture thus is a propaganda
fAdiuin for capitalism. Moveover, the aggressive
promotion of mass culture around the world is
an example of cultural imperial-ism3 since the pur-
pose is to break down what remains of national
cultures, and to make other nations more dependent
on commodities and "cultural products'” of the
imperialist countries.

MegN culture remains as an artistic and upper
class ideaX-under capitalism , but it is largely
drained of content, being more concerned with
form and technique — "art for art’s sake."

Folk culture is suppressed or co-opted __ as
happened with jazz, blues and hillbilly music.
Folk culture must be destroyed or transformed be-
cause Its COntnet. a prrnigg-fr:
oppression.

This review of~some of the changes in culture under
capitalism give& us a basis for understanding
cultural chauvinism.



CULTURAL CHAUVINISM IN GENERAL

It is a characteristic of the capitalist political-
economy that it gives rise to the illusion that

all directly coercive relations between people are
svept avay clean. Indeed, slavery and serfdom are
no longer *compatible™ with the unhindered develop-
ment of the capitalist mode of production. Instead,
the coercive relations hecome indirect, based on
“"natural™ property rights and the operation of the
"free" market. Thus, brougeois '"freedom'" means
the.unlimited access to an unrestricteclLjnarket{4
“freedom”™ built on the "solid" rock of private
property. Given this fact, the wage laborer is
"free" iIn two senses; free of direct coercion and
free of all property. The workerils alienation thus
takes the form in which his labor of yesterday,
capital, confronts him today as an impersonal
master and compels him to subjugate his labor

power to the accumulation of more capital for

his class enemy. The only way he can survive is b
by making his oppressor stronger. This is the
unfreedom of capitalism disguised as bourgeois
"freedom."

With the rise of imperialism this unfreedom oper-
ates on a global scale. Thus, the massive human
suffering over the last four centuries because of
merciless plunder and inhuman slavery gave

birth to the highly developed™industry concentrated
in a small corner of the globe7 In turn3
imperialist nations, through~the economic shackles
they have constructed, demand stepped up services
and raw materials to facilitate the further ac-
cumulation of monopoly capital.

As part of its global strategy, imperialism pro-
motes the internationalization of "natural' cap-
italist property rights. _It violently rejects
the suggestion that its developed industry might
frg-foe wo** of, ana belong to, mankind as a whole.
On the contrary.Tltl™omotes +.h» idea that
Industrial prowess is the 'natural™ right of
"Western man." ~



Definition of Cultural chauvinism is derived from this inherent

Cultural
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chauvinsim of imperialism. Cultural chauvins-im

is based on, the myth that a unique and independent
cul tural heritage and development accounts for tfce
greater material advancement of western Europe

and North America when compared with other areas

of the world. By separating culture Srom economics
and history, cultural chauvinsim treats culture as
a metaphysical, attribute of a people or nation.
Culture is made to appear as a natural or divine
endowment of a "superior” people. As such cultural
chauvinsim is a variation on the older idea of
racial chauvinsim. At one time the material
advancement of Europe was attributed to white
racial "superiority.*” However, as the 19th century
Social Darwinist idea of the inherent inferiority
of non-white peoples was discredited, the new
rhetoric of cultural “backwardness™ was advanced

as the ideology of imperialism.

Reasons for Several factors account for this change in ideology,

cultural
chauvinism

13

Unlike colonial plunder and slavery, imperialism
requires the _aid of comprador classes within the
neo-colonies which act as liason between the
imperialists and the explioted. Ideologically,

the "right” of these comprador classes to rule could
not be based on racial "'superiority” since they
were drawn from the same racial stock as the native
masses. Hence, assimilation to "western culture”
(westernization) replaced race as the yardstick

for privilege in the neo-colonial world. Secondly,
the increasing frequency of vayg of
liberation and the wholesale '"independence' of
Asia and Africa after World War Il discredited the,,
old mythology of racism,. Thirdly, the development
of Marxism and the world socialist movement chax”
lenged the very foundations of capital all
of its ideological pretensions. Fourthly, the

rise of fascism as the logical consequence of old-
"-styie racial chauvinism unsettled liberal rxp-fal-
ists who sought to equate capitalism with progres-
sive social forces. Finally, on the domestic scene,
the massive northward migration and integration

of black workers into the lowest levels of monopoly
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capitalism required modifications in ideology.
Black people were no longer inferior, merely
*culturally deprived.”

The end result of these changes was the elevation
of the idea of "western culture" to a mystical
category that somehow'explains™ the material
advancement of Europe and North America. At the
same time, non-white nations are advised to
"westernize'" themselves if they want to '"catch
up." The western culture concept is thereby im-
bued with a distinct ideological role in the
spread of imperialism. By identifying political
modernization and economic development with "west-
ernization,"”™ imperialism is disguised as a bene-
ficial cultured, force.

We have suggested that "western culture' and
"westernization” are examples of cultural chauvin-
ism. Why is this so? To begin with, mapy rmi-
tural characteristics of western nations* are
treated as though they are Unique and could not
Bave developed elsewhere. For example, tKe*
“western” work ethic is—Dften contrasted with the
supposed laziness and indolence of non-western
peoples. Concern for general public education is
also said to be a unique western characteristic.
The same goes for political organization: the
nation-state as contrasted with tribal or other
“"primitive” forms of organization. OF course, the
west fs scientific and technological advancement
are afluded as the crowning glory of "western
culture.” This list could be extended, but It is
apparent that the alleged unique qualities of
western culture" are nothing morp thnr>
atfrribuces or capitalist culture. And capitalist
culture is inherently universal; its characteristic
forms are not restricted to any particular race,
nation or region. On the contrary, capitalism”
takes all feudal, or traditional cultures and
reconstructs them according to unlversal~pgt-
terns that best serve itsown~needsT True7”capi-
talist culture developedfirst in Europe, but it
is not unique to Europe. That would be like
saying that because geometry developed first in
Egypt it is unique to Egypt.
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Imperialism

Cultural imperialism (sometimes termed cultural
colonialism) refers to specific tactics used in
this process. Cultural imperialism attempts
to facilitate capitalist penetration/exploitation
of a nation hy breaking dovnits particular
cultural forms and actively preventing the inde-
pendent development of new forms. Thus, the intel-
ligentsia of an underdeveloped nation may he en-
couraged to assimilate the cultural values and
standards of the imperialist power — 1i.e. to
become "Westernized” — in the name of cultural
"liberation"™ from the shackles of pre-capitalist
traditions. Most recently the tactics of cultural
imperialism have included the use of mass media,
"cultural congresses," bourgeois professors,
Peace Corps volunteers, U.S. Information Agency,
etc. to spread capitalist propaganda in under-
developed nations. U.S. foundations, such as
the Ford Foundation, are heavily involved in
higher education and the cultural institutions of
these nations in an effort to "integrate' them
into the capitalist culture of the iImperialist
countries. Such tactics serve to demoralize and
confuse the peoples in these nations, making
effective resistance to imperialism more dif-
ficult to organize. Cultural imperialism has
been quite clever in disguising its intentions.
In fact, it is characteristic of cultural
mfviTyerialisn that it claims to be interested in
>roving the welfare of the people it is in
-lity destroying.

Sometimes the "uniqueness'™ argument is used in
other ways. For example it may by contended
that without Europeans, contemporary cultural
development would have been impossible, or that
only the European "mental frame' 1is capable of
sustaining and developing capitalist culture.
These arguments ignore the objective historical
reality,, and try to mystify Europe by implying
that capitalist culture is some kind of ethnic
Secret of Eprop~g- “ “ -
15
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Independence This brings us to the second element of chauvinism

thesis in Wwestern culture” concept; that is the idea that
it developed independently of the rest of the
world. This is a total deception. We have al-
ready indicated that colonial plunder and the slave
trade provided much of the capital that made
European industrial and cultural development
possible. The development of the steam.engine,
heavy industry, ship-building and many modern fi-
nancial institutions were all financed directly or
indirectly by the slave trade and other forms
of colonial exploitation. In fact, it is no,
exaggeration to suggest that the Industrial Rev-
olution, which enabled Europe and North America
to leap far ahead of the rest of the world in the
production of material goods, would have been
delayed by several centuries if not for the capital
provided by colonialism. Furthermore, today this
state of "overdevelopment' can be maintained
only by actively preventing “underdeveloped” na-
tions from reorganizing their political economy
and using their resources to develop themselves.
This 1is the chief function of modern imperialism.

Why capitalism Therefore, we need only consider the question of

arose in Europe why the capitalist culture developed first in
Europe. Was this the result of European cultural
"superiority” or were other factors at work?
Three basic pre-conditions are requisite for cap-
italist development™ (I) a steady increase iIn
agricultural output accompanied by massive dis-
placement of the peasant population (creating

(:) a potential industrial labor force); (2) society-

wide propagation of a division of labor resulting
in the emergence of a class of merchants and
traders; and (3) massive accumulation of capital
in the hands of the developing merchant class. It
is the convergence of these historically conditioned
processes that signals the development of capital-
ism. The first two processes were maturing in many
parts of the world during the pre-capitalist era,
but it was the spectacular development of the
third process in Europe that shaped all subsequent

16 history. Mercantile accumulations were large and
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rapidly acquired in western Europe because (1) the
geographical location of many European countries
gave them the opportunity to develop maritime

and river trade at an early date, and (2) such

" trade was paradoxically stimulated by Europe’s re—
/ hgk J lative*jiruiw»development™and paucity of valued
ty* * * — Natural resources. Thus, European traders travel-

—_ - led to the tropics iIn search of spice, tea, ivory,
indigo, et«.; to Asia seeking high quality cloth ,
ornaments, pottery, etc.; and finally the wild
scramble to bring back precious metals and stones
that were in short supply iIn Europe.

Europe®s location on a cross-roads of trade

routes between more economically developed civili-
zations and/ or countries more richly endowed with
natural resources, stimulated an explosive advance
of trade and capitalist accumulation by the European
merchants. The requirements of navigation and
trade in turn fostered the rapid development of
scientific knowledge and weapons technology that
enabled Europe to begin the colonial plunder of o-
ther areas, thereby throwing them onto the course
of underdevelopmente

We may conclude, therefore, that capitalist culture
is more highly advanced in the West, not because
of pre-existing psychological of cultural traits
of Europeans, but because (1) capitalist culture
(y] ) arose first in Europe for <5* specific historical
reasons, and (2) its rapid advancement in the
18th and 19th centuries was made possible by co-
lonialist exploitation of much of the world. Thus,
Europe and North Amercia reached great material
and cultural heights not because white people were
cultural giants but because they were standing on
the shoulders of the world"s colonized peoples.

CULTURAL CHAUVINISM ON THE LEFT

Because cultural chauvinism, the ideological

\ component of modern imperialism, is so widespread

J in Western societies, Its poison has also seeped
into parts of what is broadly referred to as the
Left. Cultural arrogance in the movements for IT
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social change is largely a reflection of the cul-
tural chauvinism rampant in imperialist nations.
While the negative effects of cultural chauvinism
have not been of the same magnitude inside the
Left as compared with the general society, never-
theless it has been an enduring source of friction
and conflict, thereby pndermining unity on the
one hand and promoting opportunism on the other*
Clearly,~the struggle against cultural chauvinism
within the Left must have top priority if a true
revolutionary unity is to be forged on a world
scale.

IT we observe the Left in Western nations it will
be seen that the primary way in which cultural
chauvinism manifests itself is the attempt to
picture the world socialist movement as nothing
more thafy a continuation and extension of the
™European political tradition.” Under this

i*ubricj socialism is reduced to a mere projection
of the progressive ideas of "Western culture.”

It is probably true that socialist thought had

to emerge first among those intellectuals located
in the very center of the most advanced sector of
world capitalism. They were iIn the best posi-
tion to observe the overall workings of capitalism,
and therefore could formulate theories relating to
its development and eventual disintegration. But
it is chauvinist to picture Marxian socialism as
understandable only within the cultural mileux of
Europe and the U.S. The origins of authorship
should not be confused with the areas of relevance.
Marxism is a set of theories and methods of
analysis which apply to the global capitalist
system as a whole. Unlike capitalist trade
secrets, Marxism is not a commodity; hence no
private ownership of it can be claimed. Yet, this
is precisely what some radicalized intellectuals
of the West have done. In effect, they have
claimed Marxism as their private ideological pro-
perty, and this claim has then been used to elevate

alienated intellectuals to the role of guardians
of the ideological purity of hte socialist movement.



flistortions” Two corollaries stem from this kind of chauvinism.

of socialism? First, some "left-wing" chauvinists create the il-
lusion that socialist revolutions in Russia, China
Cuba, Vietnam, etc., are somehow "‘distortions” of
the basic Marxist vision. This chauvinist assertion
should not be confused with the correct attempt
to account for the additional problems confronting
reyglutionary govermment.siJLn these countries—- e.g.

(D problems of overcoming underdevelopment in the

face of capitalist encirclement. Rather the es-
sential argument of the "left-wing" chauvinists
is that "true" socialism can emerge only out of the
"progressive political tradition" of the advanced
captialist nation. It is the undialectical na-
ture of such thinking that underlies its chauvinism.
It conveniently ignores the dialiectical relation- a
ship between the rise of imperialism and the encrus— fj
ting of underdevelopment, and the consequent vanguard]/
role played by national liberation movements in the J
world socialist struggle. The rise of socialsim in j
the underdeveloped world is no "distortion;" it is
the dialectical result of the globalization of ]
monopoly capital.

Europe: *center’a second corollary of this chauvinist line re-
of Marxism? luctantly admits the validity of socialist revol-
utions iIn the underdeveloped world, but it continues
to cling to the notion that Europe is the "philo-
sophical and thec”eticalcentei”™ofJ!I"x"smA For
r]r these armchair coaches of revolution, theoy and
practice are separated by continental boundaries,
and "'their" Marxism is reduced to an intellectual
exercise resulting in the proliferation of lengthy
theoretical treatises and "definitive" critiques
of those engaged in actual struggle. OF course,
the audience for such caricatures of Marxism is
chiefly other aliented intellectuals and the more
sophisticated" members of the bourgeoisie who
are titillated by these intellectual games.

Padilla Affair Occassionally, left-wing chauvinism becomes a
N virtual ally of cultural imperialism. Thus we

NI tS) recently saw a group of "leftist” intellectuals of
1 Europe and the U.S., along with their Latin 19



American disciples, spring up in defense of
"cultural freedom™ which the revolutionary gov-
ernment of Cuba supposedly trampled upon when it
criticized the parasitical mode of life of a
Cuban poet. The poet, Herberto Padilla, was, on
the one hand, criticized because some of his
poetry glorified the very values the revolution
was trying to change in Cuban life. But on the
other hand he was disciplined because he provided
erroneous information to Cuba’s enemies — the
bourgeois press. However, with their insistent
demands for "freedom of expression”™ the Western
intellectuals completely -confused these two sep-
arate issues in the"Padilla affair."” Moreover, by
elevating themselves to universal critics on the
grounds that they are the true carriers of Marx-
ist tradition, they confused their privileged nosi.-
tion in bourgeois society with the objective needs
Of the CTtbagrTevolution to defend itself. Their
reaction to the criticism of Padilla indicated that
they feared a revolution that insisted that intel-
lectuals and artists cannot stand above the revo-
lution but must be transformed by it. In sum,
their attempt to "channel ' the Cuban revolution
»along what they subjectively considered zo be the
correct path was hardly distinguishable from the
cultural imperialism of the capitalist nations.
Their criticisms showed little understanding”of
Cuba’s desire to build a culture based on the mas-
ses, instead of the kind of elite and cynical
"culture" that is characteristic of alienated
intellectuals iIn bourgeois societies.

Two negative These "leftist" versions of cultural chauvinism
reactions to have provoked corresponding reaction among sin-
cultural cere revolutionaries, but not all of these have
chauvinism been positive. For example, some non-white re-
volutionaries react to left-wing chauvinism by
rejecting Marxism on the grounds that it is a
Kiimppflr) ideology. This line or reasoning
confuses the subjective claims of left-wing
chauvinists with objective social reality. It is
like refusing to study mathematics on the grounds
that since at this point in history most mathe-
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maticians are Europeans, then mathematics must be
some kind of racist European thought-pattern. OF
course many chauvinists would like us to believe
precisely that, but we must avoid falling into

suck traps. Marxism is an analytical tool, and

like mathematics or any other science, its usefulness
does not depend on the race of the person employing

Some white revolutionaries react to left-wing
chauvinism by becoming professional 'supporters”™ of
Third World revolution. This sometimes happens
with revolutionary journalists who spend all of
their time travelling from one country to another
in the role of revolutionary press agents. The
danger here is that they may adopt a cosmopolitaa
rather than an international view of revolution;
they may come to regard world revolution as a
single, monolithic process rather than a col-
lection of interrelated but distinct national
struggles, and they may forget that international
solidarity does not simply mean ''supporting' the
struggles of others, but also working for change
in your own country.

CULTURAL CHAUVINISM IN THE U.S. MOVEMENT

Looking specifically at the United States we can
see that cultural chauvinism has precipitated

much ideological confusion and organizational

havoc in the movement. For example, many people
are in the habit of judging others according to

bow well they measure up to the "standards" of
Western culture.” This leads to a kind of eultiiwi
absolutism that can become a severe prnhi»m) es-
pecially in movement organizations where people
from different classes and ethnic backgrounds come
into.pose contact. Thus, they tend to approve

of people who approach problems in a superficial-
ly intellectual manner, while they"re suspicious

of people who seem to rely on intuition. They

approve of people who handle language according

to the standard rules of grammar, and they react

against people who seem to invent words and rules

as they go along. Over the years we have become 21
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accustomed to certain cultural styles and many of
us tend to reject people who follow different
styles: intellectual!sm ve. intuition; verbal
dexterity vs. verbal inventiveness. Unfortunately,
the chauvinist habit of judging people according
to arbitrary and abstract cultural "norms” (di-
vorced from social history) means that we get hung
up on style and losf£sight of content. We alien-
ate each other by becoming self-righteous about
styles, forgetting that the real problem is not
how we communicate but what we communicate.

Some movement people react against cultural absolu-
tism by adopting a kind of cultural romanticism.
This 1is particularly true among "life-style revolu-
tionaries" who have rejected the overt trappings of
capitalist culture. Everyone who has been

through the usual public educational system is
programmed to dislike authentic folk culture
because it is "primitive” and "undignified.” We
are taught instead to regard '‘classic" litera-
ture, symphonic music and the fine arts aa the
highest cultural ideals. People who -"jy¥yt. t.h1g
kind of programming often simply invert-jLh. in-
stead of being condescending toward folk culture
they become romantically infatuated with It, and
paternalistically demand that folk culture keep
itself "pure" and unchanged. Threv thus depr-tA it
of _its _developmental possibilities. ArTthis

is replace condescension with paternalism, but

both are cut from the same cloth. Cultural roman-
ticism totally ignores the fact that folk culture
is an expression of people who are oppressed, and
that for folk culture to remain unchanged means

tural romanticists therefore become accomplices
in the bourgeois devastation of folk culture by
playing the complementary role of scavengers
and parasites.

As a reaction against the cultural chauvinism of the
dominant society the movement sometimes indulges
in what might be called left-wing tokenism.
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There are two subtypes of this tokenism; one direc-
ted outward, the other directed inward. The out-
ward type puts a non-white person in a tokenist
position as window dressing for non-chauvinism. We
must take care, however, to distinguish when it is
tokenism and when not, lest we fall into the trap
of assuming that all multiracial situations are
only masks for chauvinism. A crude but useful

test is to ask the question: Are the non-white
members of the organization hindered or aided by it
in their effort to build a peoplels movement that
cuts across ethnic lines?

The inward type of tokenism occurs when there is
an obsessive preoccuatiomjwith creating small is-
lands of racial harmony. This can happen if a
multiracial group starts functioning solely as

a refuge for people who are alienated by the
racial and cultural strife of the dominant
society. In this case maintenance of the inner ra-
cial harmony of the group becomes a substitute for
struggle against the racial end cultural chauvin-
ism of the outer society. This is similar to the
individual escapism inherent in youth culture. It
tries to cure a disease by treating the symptoms
in isolation and completely overlooks the under-
lying causes.

Perhaps the most confusing reaction to chauvinism
is the notion of cultural nationalism. In general,
cultural nationalism refers to the idea that the
road to revolution lies in developing the national
culture of aparticular colonized

to its essentials, cultural nationalism is an
intellectual reaction to the cultural chmiviiyf>"
of the dominant society. It is an attempt to re-
store a traditional culture or to create new
cultural values as a defense against the destructive
encroachments of capitalist culture.

The problem is that cultural nationalism tries to

V ) } restore the old or create a new culture without

-FQSPA to the changed political and economic
situatiop of colonized people. As we have seen, 23



culture grows out of the organization of human
labor, which is a political and economic process.
Cultural nationalism puts the cart before the
horse by trying to change culture before there is
any change in the underlying political-economy.
Hence, cultural nationalism, vhen separated from
political struggle, runs into the same problems as
youth culture. It often degenerates into a pas-
sive retreat into cultural mysticism. In addition,
its pre-occupation with new (or old) forms of cult-
ural expression — music, art, clothing, hair
styles, etc. — makes it a bonanza for capitalists
seeking new markets to exploit. At its worst cul-
tural nationalism also fosters cultural arrogance
between different but equally oppressed ethnic
groups. It therefore hinders the development

of a unified struggle of all colonized peoples
against capitalist oppression.

We must not make the mistake, however, of concluding
that cultural nationalism is totally negative. Like
youth culture, cultural nationalism is an expression
of genuine alienation from the dominant capitalist
culture. If incorporated into the struggle for
revolutionary political change, cultural nationalism
can make a positive contribution by awakening ra-
cial-national consciousness to the need for change;
but this can occur only if cultural nationalism be-
comes an avenue for creating socialist consciousness
and culture rather than looking to restore tradi-
tions from the long dead past.

SOCIALIST CULTURE

It is appropriate to close this paper with some
comments on socialist culture. First, however,

a distinction should be made between communist
culture and socialist culture. Communist culture
can develop only after the completion of the world
socialist revolution. It would be a reflection of
the cultural possibilities inherent in a class-
less society, a world community free of all forms
of human exploitation. At this stage in history
we cannot draw even a crude outline of communist



Culture in
struggle

Content and
forms of
socialist
culture

#\°

culture because it is almost impossible for us to
conceive of a world in which economic necessities
and compulsions are no longer the driving forces
of history. Presumably, as the socialist revolu-
tion advances the basic features of the future
communist society will slowly emerge. Socialist
culture, on the other hand, is present today. We
can see it all around us in those countries that
have taken the road to socialist construction
while waging an intense and continuing class strug-
gle- Socialist culture is a culture iIn struggle
against capitalist and imperialist. rirmn«-h|Qn.

We may observe that in its non-material aspect
socialist culture around the world has a rnmnn
content, although it takes different national
forms. In content'socialist culture affirms” the
struggle, against-Class and national opprggg-fnn .
This is true whether one is talking about

op&r& in China, music in Vietnam, or poster-art

in Cuba. As to forms, each socialist country at-
tempts to make use of those traditional forms

that are part of its national heritage. This
sometimes results, for example, NN a merging of
the technically more elaborate forms of high cul-
ture with the revolutionary content of folk cul-
ture. It should be noted though that socialist
countries seek to avoid chauvinism. They do not
hesitate to "borrow" cultural forms ffom other
nations, including capitalist nations, if this

can serve a useful purpose. This is because iIn so-
cialist culture the primary element is content.

As Fidel has pointed out, '"For us, a revolutionary
people in a revolutionary process, the

value of cultural and artistic creations is de-
termined by their usefulness for the people, by
what they contribute to the liberation and hap-
piness of mankind. Our standards are political.
There cannot be aesthetic value...in opposition to
man, justice, welfare, liberation and the happi-
ness of man." Socialist culture also aims to

make Creators out of the entire people, instead, of
ascribing the creative process to an elite of intel-
lectuals and artists.

25
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As for material culture, it should be noted that
under socialism the quantity and types of production
would be determined not by the market mechanism,

but by rational planning based on the social

needs of the masses. This does not mean that all
problems are solved overnight. In fact, for under-
developed countries it means that highest priority
will be placed on industrial development and econ-
omic self-sufficiency, for it is precisely in these
two areas that underdeveloped nations have been
crippled by imperialism. This is why in many social-
ist countries there is a lack of many consumer com-
modities. The available economic surplus is being
channeled into long-term industrial development as
the only sure route out of the backwardness im-
posed by imperialism.

Injterms of specific cultural features, under
socialism work relations undergo considerable change,

making process, while managers are relegated to
the role of administrators carrying out decisions
made by the workers. At the same time labor is

no longer a commodity. Un<]er socialism people
longer work only in order~~o live, duF live in
order to do work that is socially meaningful. La-
bor becomes the measure of life instead of an un-
wanted burden. Consequently, as workers become
production-oriented under socialism, the correlation
between wages and work begins to break down, to be
replaced by a more equal distribution of income
based on social need.

Thefamily unit remains under socialism but it is
ncrTonger tied to property relations or economic
compulsion. Instead the family becomes a volun-
tary unit based on equality among its members.
Still, it should be observed that most socialist
countries have adopted measures to strengthen
family life, which was often severely disrupted
under the impact of imperialism.

Since socialized production reaches its apex under
socialism it follows that the dissemination of
general public educaiton is an urgent necessity.
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In order to overcome backwardness most socialist
countries have adopted crash programs aimed at
eliminating illiteracy and ignorance among fdoe
masses. They have also opened the doors of higher
education to the workers. Simultaneously, socialist
countries have tried to break down the capitalist
distinction between an elite of thinkers on one
hand versus a mass of doers on the other. Under
socialist culture education is intimately linked
to production: colleges for factory workers,

work brigades for college students.

As far as political organization is concerned, the
nation-state continues to exist under socialism
but its class nature is fundamentally altered.
Instead of being a political bureau of the capitalist
classes the state becomes the political instrument
of the working class, and serves the interests of
that class. Consequently, workers” committees be-
come more important than parliament or congress;
the people speak for themselves at their places

of work, rather than being ™represented" by self-
seeking politicians in the capital city.

Of course science and technology are vigorously
promoted under socialism as vehicles for advancing
economic and cultural development. However,
science is divorced from the capitalist profit
motive and is tied instead to the social needs of
the nation as a whole. As in other areas,
rational planning replaces the social anarchy

of the market and technology is made a servant of
the people instead of being a mad juggernaut
before which people feel helpless.

As fTor the role of art and literature in socialist
culture, we close with an extract from Cuba’s First
National Congress on Education and Culture:



Culture and "We are a blockaded nation. We are building
revolution socialism only a few steps away from the center
of world imperialism, on a continent where until
very recently it held absolute power. The
danger of military aggression by Yankee imperial-
ism against Cuba is no speculation; it has been
present throughout our revolutionary process.

"Art is a weapon of the Revolution. A product
of the fighting spirit of our people. A
weapon against the penetration of the enemy.
Our art and literature will be a valuable tool
for the formation of our young people in the
spirit of revolutionary morals, excluding the
selfishness and other aberrations typical of
bourgeois culture.

"A new society cannot pay homage to the filth of
capitalism. Socialism cannot begin where Rome
ended. Our artistic works will heighten

man’s sensitivity and culture, creating in him

a collectivist conscience and leaving no room
for enemy diversionism in any of its forms."

537 4"
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MOTES OH CULTURAL CHAUVINISM. (Second Draft)
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In our movement the concept of cultural chauvinism is a continuing

soii—ce Ef Pipumsighstanding* Dike racismi the "subject of cultural chauvinism
is often treated in a personal and emotional way instead of attempting to
u-erastand now §
effec:tively com
cried 3X06- XUS 51 HO--
ofiex NoomowE xR

There are two reasons for studying cultural chauvinism#
In the first place* cultural chauvinism is a part ;<of the ideology of
Y estern imperialism*.

It provides a convenient set; of ideas that serve to

rationalize and justify the continued imperialist exploitation of the «nxd

forld, Secondly, because cultural chauvinist thinking pervades the capitalist

societies of the West, it has even affected the left-wing movements in
these countries, distorting and corrupting their understanding of theworld-
7"ids socialist struggle& This has caused some would—he radicals go™ in

effect* ally themselves with the imperialists* against Third World socialists#

It is especially important for Brigadistaa* -who mil be living and working

in a country whwp-g which is attempting to construct a socialist culture*
to sort out and seek to understand the bourgeois mental.baggage ye have
acquired as a result of" having been conditioned for many years by the
capitalist culture ox the U#S#
mGBITUHS *
An initial source of confusion about culnurax chauvxnxsrn xs one

basic idea of culture, What is culture? How may it be understood?

cull?¥re can be considered to have two mutually dependent aspects# o™

aerial and material* The non-material aspect ox culture includes the

4 WU4¢ _f knowledge and ideas (e#g*$ science and art)* values (e*g#

tatus symbols)* patterns of behavior (e*g** Social relations between
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capitalists and workers), and social institutions (e*g*, the- market,
private oncosrty, the educational system) which oponat® in a given society*
The most basic feature of the non-material culture is the manner in which
a society -organizes the productive life of its members (based on its his-
torically developed technical levels, inducing both uecnnical knowledge
and "hardware*”) This is so because the mode of production and resulting
work relations are crucial in shaping mi many other aspects of the non-
material culture, as will be discussed in following pages*

The material culture includes all artifacts and material goods
and wealth (especially the instruments of production) resulting from human
activity in a.given society* Material culture is the social product of
organized human labor* However, the decision as to what is produced is
not merely a reflection of the physical needs of the masses* This decision
is an outgrowth of the values and interests of the classes that control
the production process* Thus, material and non-material culture are

social

interdependent, and both are intimately linked to the,.,process of ,production*
Indeed, organized social production is the foundation of alllculture*

Culture is sometimes defined in ways that can be completely mis-
leading* Eor example, it is often equated with xss literature and art:
to be a “cultured” person is to be familiar with the arts* This under-
standing of culture is exceedingly narrow andclass-biased* Literature and
art arep”™wkrnsTbT social behavior* As such they are certainly a part of
culture, but not its totality* Moreover, culture is not the exclusive
property of certain privileged classes which patronize or produce art;

cultural development depends on the organized labor of all the people*

/NoVic/ £
Even the solitary artist working alone must rely on others to -bui-ld-hms-.
/k*tivAU G- ) ) - , - )
"studi™anufacture-his~"0aints~and-brushesy-grow--and; proce&s-his--food,

a NN h *

(I
and, most importantly, xurnrsh~ jir*dtrougl*3oclal~irrf3raG-tl-G-5*-4ith the

m' (ll values and-raw idea-materials that go Into his art* Without these
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essentials he could not produce aby art* Therefore. hisu art is in

reality ftfea-end resultwof- a social process*

nE_ - 1 " wEm - =k V.  ~
Today the term “youth culture” has come into popular usage* This

is another misleading "view of culture* Xouth culture refers primarily to

personal life-styles; that is, liging arrangements, modes of dress and

speech, different forms of music and entertainment”™ Although youth culture
is often hailed as”revolutionary.”it frequently boils down to changes ,in
styles and patterns of consumption, behavior that have little if any re-

volutionary content* In what my 1is it more revolutionary, to wear “Levis

and collect Rolling Stone albums than to wear three-button, suits and attend

the opera? Obviously this question oversimplifies the problem, but the

point is that if we restrict culture to mean personal life-styles, then

revolution is reduced to exchanging one style for another*; Clearly, such

a "revolution” would have little meaning or value for most of the world*s

peoples*
so much
Why :does the youth culture focus™on. life-styles? The idea of a
I nttl a -
youth culture originated in the rebellion of discontent middle-class white
A major reason for this rebellion was that thousands e

ym it h . of white youth

prevented from
were being entering productive roles in American society
by the stagnating economy of the Sixties® Excluded from meaningful pro-

ductive roles, these alienated youth proceeded to make a virtue of necessity

by ostensibly rejecting what they considered to be the bourgeois values and
life-styles of their parents.

instead
ethic and/Twithdrew into communes to create new life-styles® Unfortunately

Many of them rejected iha capitalist work

the life-styles created,were often little more than the inverse of.-t.he bour-

geois Hfe-g~rle, sinoe_ they were done in a social vacuum and were un-

related to the. relations of production, the process of meeting basic human

needs* Thus, youth culture offered a dramatically nnew” way of "relating”

J-
and consuming in a society th”yremained basically unchanged.
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It must be admitted that youth culture has made a positivelcon-
, - =® . destructive.""
tribution to the political movement by raising questions about”social
values, and by pointing out the eways in which’capitalist society de-
humanizes even those who are not victims of brutal economic or racial
oppression® However* it has misled some people”™ into thirling that by ,
changing- their personal life-styles they can somehow change | p sacial
system® This faulty line of thinking ignores thelfact that personal
life-styles simply reflect the possibilities inherent in the existing
social system* not vice;versa* (Youth culture represents alienation from
the urban rat-race and suburban status seeking* but it does not transcend
or overturn the”social Realities®) Also* this kind of reasoning tends to
foster selfish-individualism— ndoing, your own thing" — at the expense
of collective action* Youth culture thus becomes an”™ expression of
S5rdividual privilege that runs, directly counter to j-,hg coliective social
needs of the poor and working classes® For the bulk of the population
individual liberation cam come only as the r esult of uniting to 9verthrow
the entire ounressive system* not bfd seeking out a protected niche within
- Jdwg 7 ;9% 0w -

it for individaul salvation® Thus we can now see that youth culture is
tolerated as a "liberated" island within capitalist America because (I)
it does not threaten basic production relations* (2) it has nothing to

offer the poor or discontent~workers* and (3) it is a fertile hunting

ground for hip capitalists looking to hustle new styles of music*

clothes* health foods* etc® L\c*th\ y  tk cC«7/vn

Culture is often regarded as an independent thing-in-itelef*
Each nation is said to have its own peculiar culture which develops
according to its own internal nulls and laws without regard to any
external factors® Before the advent of Europen|i colonialism and the diffusion
of capitalist culture to almost all parts of the world this view of

culture had much validity* But in the world as it has existed since about
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1700 the subordination of traditional®culturos to capitalist penetration
is the outstanding feature* The result has been a globalized capitalist
culture* Capitalism destroyed the the basis of traditional cultures by
imposing capitalist property and work relations* m Capitalism thus swept
a;my the old culturedor reconstructed them in its own image* At the
same tims* however* the development of capitalism from ohe commeiCiaj-

to the industrial stage was made possible by Europe :s contact with and
exploitation of the colonial world* Thus capitalist culture* too* must

be examined from and international ratner than a”national perspective#

CHANGES IN CULTURAL IXFE UNDER CAPITALISM

From the standpoint of culture capitalism has been a revolutionary
force* "It has provided the driving power for drastic changes in all aspects
of social life# |In Europe this process occurred gradually and wuo
spread over several centuries* This is not to imply that no hardship
accompanied the transition from feudalism to capitalism# T*o enclosure
miovement in England for example* in which peasants were xorceo. oxf cheir
communal lands in order to facilitate the commercialization of agriculture*
caused much strife and hardship for the peasantry# But this probably was
not as severe as the wholesale social disruption spawned by the; relatively
sudden, imposition of capitalist colonialism on non-European societies* The
spread of the market (with its definition of land and labor as commodities)
tore Third ~orld peoples up by their roots and shook them loose from social
relationships that had existed"for centuries. By radically transforming
the economies and social structures of colonized nations* capitalism
forcibly shut the door on the past and made any kind of real "return” to

the old way of life impossible#
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Tierever it has penegated captialism has brought about basic
changes in social life® To begin with, it completely altered the process
of production® Capitalism "socialised” the production process by (I)
¥OniloaLdg the dndividual producer of pre-capitalist societies pith anp
or 250Q social w xrkforce, and (2) it replaced individual tools with
soCHiE* oojs (e»g*, plantations, factories, etc®) However, the developing
capitalist classes assured Eheir jcontrol over this social process by im-
Bt
posing tlie concept ofjprivate property* *Thus all "things”, including labor .
power, were reduced to commodities that could be bought and sold as property
on the marliet* This in turn stimulated a tremendous circulation of money
and commodities as a subsidiary aspect of capitalist More inportanly,
however, capitalist production revolutionized work relations® The alienation
of the worker from the land and the means of production combined with
the money-wage system made the capitalist class (and not the workers)
the controller of"the quantity and type of work performed by the workers*
The worker, compelled to sell his labor power (in. order to live) to the
‘owner of the means of production (the capitalist), was thereby reduced
to a mere cog in the-capitalist social order® The puritan work ethic
— extolling .-tre virtues of hard labor — 1
sprang forth as part of the ideology to justify, this social relationship*
On the world scale the emergence of capitalism resulted in the
concentration of xks capital (the, means of production) in a small part
of the world — western Burope* The early colonial plunder of the
non-furopean world combined with the capitalist slave trade provided a
global base for the accumulation of capital in Europe* Moreover, by
breaking up the age-old patterns of their agricultural economy, and by
forcing shifts to exportable crops, colonialism destroyed the self-
Instead, these societies were

sufficiency of the colonised societies*

brought, into the world-wide system of comodity” circulation, contributing
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their economic "surplus"™ to the growing capital of Europe. Colonialism oMW
Created 5 V5.2u Tpol Ox pUs @126 IUOOP US it SSXZed pGs3ant-0C0CtipiSG. 1an0S
for plantation purposes and other uses by foreign enterprise* Traditional
craftsmen were reduced to common wage laborers as ancient handierax us were
exposed towithering comoetxtxon from muropena indusunil exports#

This process of capital accumulation in the industrially advanced

caoitalist nations — and consequent “underdevelopment” of much of the rest
.of the-world — was frozen in place with the advent of imperialism* where =
Am - |§HI §: o/ % em m | * ‘

colonialism plundered nations, imperialism sought to block their mmzQpc
economic development by preventing the accumulation of capital and the
creation of an industrial base*-1 Although the expansion of commodity
circulation, the pauperisation ox large numbers of peasants and artisans,
the contact with advanced technology, provided a powerful” impetus to the
development of capitalism in the colonized world, this development ms ,
forcibly shunted from its normal course, distorted and crippled to suit

the purposes of Western imperialism*

The emergence of ss the captialist mode of production and
capitalist property relations affected other basic areas of social life.
Traditional family structures were radically transformed ana_d%%gﬁﬁ%hized-
For the capitalist bourgeoisie the monogamous”™ nuclear family ksasmae
new social ideal. This family structure provided a convenient social
instrument for transmitting property from Tfather to son (with the mother
as a subordinate intermediary). For workers a different dynamic was gf
involved. As capitalism developed and the peasants were wrenched from the
land by the commercialization, of agriculture” the traditional large, extended
family structure started to disintegrate* The move.from the rural areas

to towns and. ext: in search of work broke up old family life patterns.

further, sociall!l,
(618 o7
mobile labor for*
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in accordance i]ith cyclical variations in labor requirernents* Consequently,
the extended family was fragmented into the close-knit nuclear family:
husband, wife and a few children* But the pressure of capitalist work

kv form of stable family life impossible for many workers,
especially anmdg those in the reserve army of unskilled labor who
are compelled-to migrate in search of work even,more frequently than the
more IsecureP sections of the working class* Thus, the xamily tenced &
break up into smaller units or fall apart altogether under the impact of
capitalism*

The institution of education gives us another vantage point from
which to examine cultural changes under capitalism* 1in pre-capitalist
societies formal education was virtually non-existent for the massestex-—

Formal 1
cent for religious indoctrination)* .Segiffit education was reserved for
those aspiring to enter the governing bureaucracy (as in ancient China)
"or it served as a method of class differentiation (as in medieval Europe)*
Individual skills were passed on from craftsman to .apprentice, but this
too affected only a small part of the population*

With the development of .social production under capitalism education
became Illdemocratizedan Public educational systems were established to
provide®rudimentary training for the masses. Social produqtion requires

-the dessimination of generalized,edunatjop among: the workers who must be

prepared toi perform a wide range of jobs and to move easily from one job

Hence capitalist production demands widespread general knowledge, not the
ossified skills of the artisan* :

At the same time, colgege and university ah js structured
to provide the capitalist sys;én1with an elite of managers, scientists,
engineers, teachers and other professionals to run®"the"private and .public

bureacracies that dominate isssx the society* (Colleges also serve as a
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vw/ay OF controlling the labor supply by withdrawing students — 8 million
ay kooent — from the active labor force*;

Capitalism has also had great impact on the political organisation
of human societies* Specifically, capitalism prompted the development of
the modern nation-state* apitaimsm needed the nation-state because the
state provides a rational legal framework with laws which define and protect
property, enforce contracts, settle disputes, and prevent arbitrary inter-
ference in private business relationsnips by ohe sovereign power* iuither—
more the yfedas modern state also establishes a uniform marketing .system,
develops a communication and Transportation network, and collec os taxes that
can be used to underwrite businesses and industries (e*g*, the military-
industrial complex}* In general, the modern nation-state acts as a "hot
®— T house”™ to accelerate capitalist development*

Dthile the state served as a catalyst and referee for competitors
mwithin its own borders, it also served to stimulate competition between
its own traders and industrialists and those of other countries* ~he
capitalist world was thus divided into aggressive nation-states that sought
to parcel out the rest of the world between them* =m

The form of the nation-state varies greatly5 from monarchies to
republics, from liberal fesxfex welfare states to openly fascist states*
But in every; case the state apparatus serves as a political bureau for-
the capitalist classes* It is the emergence of capitalism that creates the
need and material basis for the nation-state$ while at the same time the
nation-state is a prerequisite for the further maturation of capitalism*

(Science, Religion and technology, section - p* 6 in first draf - still
must be re-written)
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Literature.and art are expressions of the human desire to under-
stand the -world by projecting images of it* However, sinfe literature
and art are not infhemselyes directly productive of food, clothing and
shelter, the great majority of miters and artists throughout history
have been dependent for their survival upon the patronage of the dominant
classes* Consequently the dominant art of any society tends to reflect
the interests and pre-occupations of the dominant classes* This dominant
.art is usually referred to as nhigh culture*' "Folk culture,” on the other
hand, refers to the art and music of the masses* It reflects their needs
and pre-occupations* Running through folk culture are themes of hardship,
Qiscontent, desire to ?scape from or Egruggle against Qppression, Jjoy with
small victories, etc*

Capitalism seeks to replace high culture and folk culture with
"mass culture,”. It does this by turning the production of literature,
drama, art and music into commercial operations aimed at making moneyy
Lass culture is therefore._the end product of "packaging™ that part of
culture that can be commercialized* It is really little more than ad-

vertising which pretends to be "cultural,” since its chief function is
to promote the life-styles and consumption habits of the capitalist
status quo* Rass culture thus is a propaganda medium for capitlism*
Moreover, the aggressive pormotion of mass culture around the world is
an example of cultural imperialism, since the purpose it to break down
what remains of national cultures, and to make other nations more dependent
on the commodities and "cultural products™ of the imperialist countries*
and upper class

High culture remains as an artistic”ideal under-capitalism,
but it is largely drained of content, being more concerned with form and
technique — ™art for art*s sake*' Folk culture is suppressed or co-opted -
as happened wijth jazz, blues and hEIIb[IIy music* ~olk culture must be

It | v - 1 1/
destroyed or transformed because its content represents a protest against

oppressions
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This review of some ox the changes in culture under capitalism
fives us ma basis for understanding cultural chauvinism*
CULTURAL CHAUVINISM Ih

It is a characteristic of the capitalist polltical~economy that
it gives rise to the illusion that all directly coercive relations beteen
man are swept away clean* Indeed* slavery and serfdom are no longer ncom-
patibled with the unhindered development of the capitalist mode of pro-
duction* Instead* the coercive relations become indirect* based on
“"natural™ property rights and thel-operation of the "free"™ market* Thus*
bourgeois "freedom”™ means the unlimited access to an unrestricted market*
-"freedom”™ built on the "solid"” rock of private property* Given this fact*
the wage laborer is Tree" in two senses: free of direct coercion and free
of all propg}ty* The worke#*s alienation thus takes the foim in which his
labor of yesterday* capital* confronts him today as an impersonal master
and compels®him to subjugate his labor pemm power to the accumulation of
more capital for his class (enemy* The only way he can survive is by making
his oppressor stronger* |Ibis is the unfreedom of capitalism disguised as
-bourgeois "freedom*n

tilth the rise of imperialism this unfreedom operates on a global
scale* Thus* the massive human suffering over the last four centuries
because of merciless plunder and inhuman slavery gave birth to the-highly
developed industry concentrated in a small corner of the globe* 1n turn*
the imperialist nations* through the economic shackles they have constructed*
demand stepped up services and raw materials to facilitate the Tfurther
accumulation of monopoly capital*

As part of its global strategy* imperialism promotes the.inter-

"natural"
nationalization of*capitalist property rights* It violently rejects

the suggestion that its developed industry might be the work of* and" belong

to* mankind as a whole* On the contrary it promotes the idea that .Its
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industrial prowess is the "natural”™ right of "western man."

Cultural chauvinism is derived from this inherent chauvinism of
imperialism* Cultural chauvinism is based on the myth that a unique and
independent cultural heritage and development accounts for the greater
imaterial advancement of western Europe and North -America when compared
with other areas of the world,. By separating culture from economics and
history, cultural chauvinism treats culture as a metaphysical attribute
of a people or nation* Culture is made to appear as a natural or divine
endowment of a "superior" people* As such cultural chauvinism is a
variation on the older idea of racial chauvinism* At on®© time the material
advancement of Aprooe was atunouted to write racial superiority* however,
as the 19th Century social Darwinist idea of the inherent inferiority oj.
-non-white peoples was discredited, the new rhetoric of cultural "bachwarci-
ne3s” was advanced as tne icieolOgy Ol impera.alism*

Several factors account for this change in ideology* Unlike
colonial plunder and slavery, imperialism requires the '"cooperation”™ of
those whom it exploits* Specixicat;y, it requires the aid oi comprador

within the neo-colonies -
classesAwhiqwact as liason between the imperialists and the exploited*

Ideologicall;, the "right" of these comprador classes to rule could not be
based on racial "superiority” since fhe”were drawn from the same racial
stock as the native masses# Bence, assimilation t©to "western culwure
~westernization)

replaced race as the yardstick for privilege in the neo-colonial world*
Secondly, the increasingly frequency of national wars of liberation and

the wholesale "independence™ of Asia and Africa after World War H dis-
credited the old mythology of racism* Thirdly, the development of Marxism
and the world socialist movement challenged the very foundations of capitails

and all of its ideological pretensions* Tfourthly, the rise of fascism «s

the logical consequence of old-style racial chauvinism unsettled liberal

capitalists who sought to equate capitalism with progressive social forces*
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domestic, scen”, the massive northward migration and in-
.ck workers, into the lowsest mings-d-i— tirefeeG-nomicAladder
required modifications in ideology. Black people were. no longer inferior,
merely "culturally deprived.” n
The end result of these changes was the elevation of the idea of

Bwestern culture”™ to a mystical category that somehow "explains’™ the material

advancement of Europe and North America. At the same time, non-white natrons

are advised to "westernize'" themselves if they want to '"catch up.” The western
culture concept is thereby imbued with a distinct ideological role in the

spread of impsrialism* By identifying political modernisation and economic
development with "westernization", imperialism is disguised as a beneficial
e XOITGO&, . C /vivetT FIA)
Vie have suggested that "western culture™ and "westernization”™ are
examples of cultural chauvinism, TW is this so? TO begin with many
cultural charateristics of western nations are treated as though they are
unique and could not have developed elsewhere* -or example, the"western"
work ethic is often contrasted witxi tne supposed laziness and indolence
of non-western peoples* Concern for general public education is also said
to be a unique western characteristic* The same goes for political
organization: the nation-state as contrasted with tribal or other primitive
forms of organization* Of course, the west,*s scientific and tschnologiical
advancement are lauded as the crowning glory of "western culture."™ This
list could be extended, but it is apparent that the alleged unique qualities
of "western culture”™ are nothing more than the general attributes fcf
capitalist culture. And capitalist culture iseinherently universal”™ ius
characteristic forms are not restricted to any particular race, nation or
region# On the contrary, .capitalism takes all feudal or traditional
cultures and reconstructs them according to universal patterns tbag best

serve its own needs* True, capitalist culture developed first in Europe,
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Cultural imperialisn (soretimes termed cultural colonialism)
refers to specific tactics used In this process. CQuitural imperialism
atteupts to facilitate capitalist penetration/explortatlon of a nation
by breaking dom 1ts particular cultural forms and actively preventing
the independent development of new twam forms.  Thus, the intelligentsia
of an underdeveloped nation may be encouraged to assimilate the cultural
values and standards of the inmperialist pover — :a 1,e,T to beoors
"Westemized” — iIn the name of cultural ’liberation” from the shackles
of pre-caprtalist traditions. Most recently the tactics of cultural
imperialisn have included the use of mass media, "‘cultural congresses,"
bourgeois professors, Peace Corps wvolunteers, U.S. Information Agency,
etc, to spread capitalist propaganda in underdeveloped nations, U,S,
foundations, such as the $wosft Ford Foundation, are heavily involved in
higher education and the cultural institutions of these nations in an
effort to "integrate” them into the capitalist culture of the Imperialist
countries. Such tactics serve to demoralize and confuse the peoples 1n#
these mations, making effective resistance to imperialisn more difficult
to organize. CQultural imperialism has been quite clever in disguising
1ts mk intentions.  In fact, 1t i1s characteristic of cultural %
imperialism that 1t claims to be interested in improving the welfare of
the people 1t 1s iIn reality destroying#
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ut; It is not unique to Europe* That would, dg lams saying oils,0 oecause
geometry developed, First in -gypt it is unique to ~gypt.

Sometimes the "uniqueness'™ argument is used in other ways. For
examole 1t may be contended that without Europeans, contemporary cultural
development would have been impossible, 5 or that only the European, "mental
frame" is capable of ws: sustaining and developing capitalist culture.

These arguments ignore the objective historical reality, and try to mystify.
Europe by implying that capitalist culture is some kind of ethnic secret
of Europeans.

This brings us to the second element of chauvinism in "western
culture" concept: that is "the idea that it developed independently of the
rest of the worlds This is & total deception, “e have already indicated
that colonial plunder_and the slave trade provided much of the tcapital”
that made European industrial and cultural development possible. (-See-
AsSrintixlid:sm™apiiMlism™und-Slavery) The development of the steam engine,
heavy industry, ship-building and many modern financial institutions were
all financed directly or indirectly by the slave trade and other forms of
colonial exploitation. Tn ?act, it is no exaggeration to sny suggest that
the industrial Hevolution, which enabled Europe and “orth America to leap
far ahead of the,rest of the world in the production of material goods,
would have been delayed by several centuries if net foij the capital pro-
vided by colonialism. Furthermore, today this state of "overdevelopment"
can be maintained only by actively preventing ssfesk "underdeveloped'" nations
from reorganising their politcal economy and using their resources to dforai
develop themselves. This is the chief function of modern imperialism.

Therefore, we heed only consider the question of why the capitalist
culture developed first in Europe. Was this the result of European cultural
"superiority" or vrere other factors

W
are requisite for nxmfx capitalist development: (10 <ar“tc”«bul

r>

H

mm*



increase in agricultural output accompanied by massive displacement of tne

peasant population (creating, a potential industrial labor force); (2) Society-

vd.de propagation of a division of labor resulting in emergence of a class
of merchants and traders; and (3) massive accumulation of capital in the

hands of the developing merchant class* It if the convergence of these

historically conditioned processes that signals the development of capitalism*
The Ffirst two processes were maturing in many parts of the world during the

pre-capitalist era* but it was the spectacular development of the third pro-

cess in Europe that shaped all subsequent history. Mercantile accumulations

were large and rapidly acquired in western Europe because (1) the geographical
location of many European countries gave them the opportunity to develop”™

maritime and rivef trade at an early date* and (2) such trade was,stimulated

by E-urope”relativeVpaucTty of*natural resources. Thus* -urppean traders

travel3ed to the tropics in search of spices* tea* ivory* indigo* etc** to

Asia seeking high quality cloth* ornaments* pottery, etc; and finally the
Yvild scramble to bring back precious metals and stones that were in short
supply in Europe.

Europe*s location on a cross-reads of trade routes between more
economically developed civilizations and/or countries more richly endowed

with natural resources* stimulated an explosive advance of trade and capitalist

accumulation by/ the Surpopean merchants. The requirements of navigation

and trade in turn fostered the rapidlf development of scientific knowledge
and weapons technology that enabled Europe to begin the colonial plunder
of other areas* thereby throwing them onto the course of underdevelopment.

\Vie may conclude* therefore* that capitalist culture is more highly
advanced in the West, not because of pre-existing psychological Or cultural
traits of Europeans* but because (1) capitalist culture”arose xirst in®
Eurone for specific historical reasons* and (2) its rapid aavancement m
the 18th and 19th centuries was made possible by coloniast exploitation ~
of much of the world. Thus* Europe and North America reached great material
and cultural heights not because*white people were cultural giants but
because they were standing on the shoulders of the worlds colonized peoples,

(Remaining sections still to be revised.}
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Because cultural chauvinism, .theWmei”~-ng-iwle0gy”*0£ modern
its poison
imperialism, is so widespread in Western socieites i+ has also seeped
what is
into parts of i1&hmxJIxKSkfc broadly referred to as the left* Cultural arrogance
in the movements si for social change is largely a reflection of the cultural
chauvi tlliTh X@npant in eatjitsliet™natiom While the negative effects of
cultural chauvinism have not been of the same magnitude inside the left as
society,

compared with the general pcsxxxxidxm, nevertheless it has been an enduring
source of friction and conflict, thereby undermineng uni tv nr the one hand
and promoting opportunism on the other* Clearly, the struggle against cultural
chauvinism within the left roust have top priority if a true revolutionary
unity is to be forged on a world scale# -

1T we -observe the Left in Western nations it Tail be seen that the

primary way in which cultural chauvinism manifests itself is the attempt

4

to picture the world socialist movement as noﬂﬁnfjfaore than® a continuation
— -V \Y;

and extension of the “European political tradition*” Under this rubric

socialism is reduced to a mere projection of the progressive ideas of =
[ ] . probably

“Western culture”* It is iisxtxiiaxy true that socialist thought had to

emerge Tirst among those intellectuals located in the very Mxxt center
They were in the best

of the most advanced sector of world capitalism* xixhdfrxrm&rrs

position to observe the overall workings of capitalism, and therefore

could formulate theories relating to its development and eventual dis-

integration* But it is chavinist to picture Marxian socialism as under-

standable only within the cultural mileux of Europe and the U*S* The origins

of authorship should not be confused with the areas of relevance* Marxism

is a set of theories and methods mof analysis which apply to the global

capitalist system as a whole* Unlike capitalist trade secrets, Marxism is

not a commodity; hence no private ownership of it can be claimed* ~et, Siss
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this is precisely what the radicalised intellectuals of the West have done,
i their private ideological property,

In effect, they have claimed %rxism as :fcfoncfecdEa&ggjDogBferffesnt

and this chain has then been

used to elevate alienated intellectuals to the
role of guardians of the ideological purity of the socialist movement
=theses™ i _theory and-gyftfyh-r ewsenarated,<;by.
contirental :-bpundati-es*-and b-thpi i*"rxEs”™ +tswreduceettcran mtell™eiual-
jane resulting” in tl™iprnduptSjon-pf--ler*thjptheoretical treatises/énd
Idafinitiveily~£ti®e"sa”f-those-engag”'vin~a€”aual™tru:ggle”™  I'leel3les's™o--s_ay
the,, audfencaifor,~siwlx -caricatures OF ferratem-iYvncltLefly other-alienated
/ / / / bourgeoisie
intbllectuals._and -the -more.sophis ticatedr-Hienbers of tfoorjagfl*ga”T— nhp 1
these / s u
are—titiltrte"d_byp~2drint~lleetual-~gan2b< .
Two corollaries stem from this kind of chauvinism* First, some
- socialist\
left-wing chauvinists create the illusion that“revolutions in Russia, China,
Cuba, Vietnam, etc., are somehow "distortions” of the basic feudist vision#
correct
This chauvinist assertion is should not be confused with the”Mattempt to
confronting
account for the additional problems frnmig revolutionary governments in
these countries:4Zproblems of overcoming underdeveloment in the face of
capitalist encirclement*, %ther the essentail argument of the left-winf
chauvinists is that "true® socialism can emerge only out of the "progressive
poltical tradition” of the advanced capitalist nations* It Is the un-
underlies
dialectical nature of such thinking that xndsssxarssi lts chauvinism*- It
conveniently ignores the dialectical relationship between the rise of
Imperialism and the encrusting of underdevelopment, and the consequent
vanguard role played by national liberation movements in the world socialist
struggle* She rise of socialism in the underdeveloped world is no "dis-
torDions' xo is the dialectical result of the globalization of monoooly
capital*

A second corollary of this chauvinist line reluctantly admits the =

validity of socialist revolutions in the underdeveloped world, but it
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continues to cling to the notion that Europe is the “philosophical eteezee
center"” of Marxism* -Eor these armchair coaches of revolution”™ theory and
practice are separated by continental boundaries; and "their"™ Marxism is
reduced to an intellectual gsmx exercise resulting® in the proliferation of
lengthy theoretical *treatises and"'definitive" critiques of those engaged
in actual struggle. OFf course the audience for such caricatures of Marxism
is chiefly other alienated intellectuals and the moreAsophisticatedi%embers
of the bourgeoisie who are titillated by these intellectual games.

Ocassionally, j&2 left-wing chauvinism becomes
a virtual® ally of

cultural imperialism. Thus we recently saw a
£roup of-"leftist intellectuals of ihs Europe and the U.S.* along with their
Latin American disciples* spring, up in defense of "cultural freedom”™ which
the revolutionary government of Cuba supposedly trampled upon when it criticized
the parasitical mode of life of a Cuban poet.. The poet* Herberto Padilla*
was criticized because some of his poetry xss glorified sthe very values the
revolution was trying to change in Cuban Lif% -ana he was disciplined because
KL h L 1] 5 ]

. £ BK=viwo - - -
he provldec”rnformation to Cubans enemies”™ However* with their insistent

demands for"freedom of expression”™ the Western intellectuals completely
separate
confused these two/ issues in the "Padilla affair.” Moreover* by elevating
themselves to universal critics on the grounds that they are -the true carriers
of Marxist tradition* they confused their privileged position in bourgeois
society with the objective needs of the Cuban revolution to defend itself*
Their reaction to the criticism of Padilla indicated that they feared a
revolution that insisted that intellectuals and artists cannot stand above
the revolution but must be transformed by it* In sun* their attemtp to
"channel™ the Caban revolution along what they subjectively considered to
e the correct path was hardly distinguishable from the cultural imperialism
of. the capitalist nations. Their criticisms showed little understanding of
Cubals desire to build a culture based on the masses* instead of the kind £F

elite and cynical "culture”™ that is characteristic of alienated intellectuals
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in oourgeois socioT/ios"
These nleftist” versions of cultural chauvinism have provoked
among -
corresponding reac fciosincere revolutionaries, but not all
of these have been positive* For example, soe™i non-white revolutionaries
react to left-wing chauvinism by rejecting! Marxism on the grounds that
it Is a racist European ideology* This line of reasoning confuses the
subjective claims of left-wing chauvinists with objective social rehlity*
TPHRI Tiff -
Shdx: It is like zxfxxxiig to study mathematics on the grounds that since aTl <tw
*
yarha Wi of mathematicians are Europeans, then mathematics must be some
kind of racist European thought-pattern* °f course many chauvinists would
believe
like us to precisely that, but we must avoid falling into such
like mathematics or any other

traps* Marxism is an anlytical tool, and Sdxroooxi lixsxx

science, its usefulness does not depend on the race of the person employing

Some white revolutionareis react to left-wing chauvinism by becoming
professional "supporters'™ of Third World revolution™* This sometimes happens
Tdth revolutionary journalists who spend all of their time traveling from-
one country to another in the role of revolutionary press agents* The dsag
danger here is that they may adopt a cosmopolitan rather than an international
view of-revolution; they may come, to regard world revolution as q'single’\—
monolithic process rather than a collection of interrelated byt distinct
national struggles, and they may forget that international solidarity does
not simply meanasupporting the struggles of others, out also working for

change in your own country*

pUFRmpAT qREogrTefmer 10 . #ha" Vv.ayj

Looking specific;ally at the United. States we can-see that cultural
E222Z chauvinism has preci.pitated much ideological confusion and organizational
havoc in the movement. FOr exampleVwe"”are"in the habit of judging peopleo €

according to hew well they measure up to the 'standards” of "Western culture*"
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become
This leads to a kind of cultural absolutism that can fesrssxn a severe pro-

blem, especially in movement organizations piiere people from different
classes and eunnic oackgrounas come into close, contact*

approve of people who approach, problems in a superficially intellectual

Jvy ¥V intuit:
manner, whileVe-?2resuspicious of people who seem to rely on
*fs m- ] - > %

e approve of people who handle {5nguage according to the standard rules

intellecttajlism vs* intuition™ verbal dexterity vs* verbal inventiveness#
Unfortunately/ the chauvinist habit of judging xhxngs people according to
arbitrary and abstract cultural hnorms"™ (divorced from social history) means
that we get hung® up on style and lose sight of content# he alienate each
other by becoming self-righteous about styles, forgetting that the real
problem is not how we communicate but.what we communicate*

Some movement people react against cultural absolutism by adopting

a kind of cultural romanticism* This is particularly true among®life-style

it
revolutionaries who have rejected the overt trappings of capitalist culture#

Everyone who has been through the-usual public educational system ispro-
grammed to dislike authentic folk culture because it is nprimitivel and
"undignified*d he are taught instead to regard bclassic” literature,
symphonic music and the fine arts as the highest cultural ideals# People
who reject this kind of programming often simply invert it* insteadlof
being condescending toward folic culture they become romantically infatuated
with it, and <paternalistically demand that folk culture keep itself Upure”
\ciif 1h ®¥hjdh A C /-
and "uitainted-1~rjd2~eirflterctali®atrbn~of*“ the~bourgepl”wprladJ All this

does 1is replace condescension with paternalism, but both are cut from the

same cloth* Cultural romanticism totally ignores "the fact that folk culturel .

is an expression of people who are-oppressed, and that for folk culture
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) remain unchanged means that xus creators must reaimn oppresoeo.*
T.nraj- reman uic-jsus therefore become accomplices in the bourgeois
devastation of folk culture by playing the complementary s+ role of
3C2.VGr3gG3TS ctifld TI)cUr3rS3*X>GS #

As a reaction against the cultural chauvinism of the dominant
society the movement sometimes indulges in what might be called left-wing
tokenism# There are two subtypes of this tokenism; one directed outward*
the other directed inward. The outward type puts a non-white person in a
tokenist position as window dressing for non—cnauvinism. he all know Q.
movement groups that have non-white people fronting for what is basically a
white organization# We"must take care* however*" to distinguish when it is
tokenism and when not* lest we fall into the trap of assuming that all
multiracial situations are only masks for chauvinism# A crude but useful
test is to ask the question: Are®"the non-white members of the organization
hindered aided by it in their effort to build a peopled movement that
cuts across ethnic lines? .

The inward type of tokenism occurs when there is an obsessive pre-
occup/ation/ with creating small islands ox racial harmony# -his can nappen

solely
ifT a multiracial group starts functioning*as soncufsgs a refuge for people

alienated J
who are niftawbwiii by "the racial and cultural strife of the dominant society#

In this case maintenance of the inner racial harmony of the”cgHHgi group
J im - . j/ - , 1L * vm
becomes a substitute TOr struggle against the racial and cultural chauvinism
of the™ outer society*This is similar to the individual escapism inherent
in youth culture* 1t tries to cure a disease by treating the symptoms
$s

ixsdxxarbeuSydd"H in isolation and completely overlooking the underlying causes*

Perhaps the most confusing reaction t" chauvinism in. IS
the notion of cultural nationalism. 1In genera” cultural nationalism

"Jilio to the idea that the road to revolution lies in developing the

national culture of a particular colonised people. ."peei~rGally*-~l-tural”®
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s assBrg™MIaTr~c ™ otonxN~edpeo™ate-iTias u—£ cethBrriss-lves—)ult-arall ;zL
“Sfore thlgp- AXE-Free—theW-SeiVGS pOiWGWeEfctly* HedUCOQ, GO iGS GSSOHGials,
cultural nationalism is an intellectual reaction to the cultural chauvinism
of the dominant society* It is an attempt to restore a traditional culture/
or to create hew cultural values as a defense against the destructive en-
croachments of capitalist culture.

The problem is that cultural nationalism, tries to restore the old
or create xsx a new culture without regard to the changed political and
economic situation of colonized people. As we have seen, culture grows
out of the organization of human labor, which is a poltical; and economic
process. Cultural nationalism puts the cart before the horse by trying to
change culture before there is any change in the underlying political-
economy, Hence, cultural nationalism, when separated from political struggle,
runs into the same problems as youth culture, .1t often degenerates into
a passive retreat into icultural mysticism. |In addition, its pre-occupation

clothing,
with new (or old) forms of cultural expression — music, art,
hair styles, etc, — makes it a bonanza for capitalists seeking new markets
// /11 1t&
to exploit, At its worst cultural nationalism also fosters cultural arrogance
between different but equally oppressed ethnic groups* It there-
fore hinders the development of a unified struggle of all colonized peoples

;apj.talist oppression

We must not make. the mistake, however, of concluding that cultural
nationalism is totally negative* like youth culture, cultural nationalism
is an expression of genuine alienation from the dominant capitalist culture*
IT incorporated into the struggle for revolutionary political c hange, cultural
nationalism can make ? positive contribution by awakening racial-national
consciousness to the need for changej but this can occur only if cultural
nationalism becomes an avenue for creating socialist consciousness and

cultrue rather than looking torestore traditions from the long dead past*
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PAPTRLICT AIITRAY

It is appropriate to close this paper/with some comments on
socialist culture. First, _however, a distinction should be made between
communist culture and socialist culture. Communist &% culture can
develop only after the completion of the world socialist revolution. It
would be a reflection of the cultural possibilities inherent In a“classless
society, a world community free of all forms of human exploitation. At ths
stage in history we cannot drawsscEH even a crude outline of communist
culture because it is almost impossible for us to conceive of a world in
wini.cn econom@€ necessities and compulsions are no longer the driving forces
of history* Presumably s the socialist revolution advances the basic
features of the future mmunist society will slowly emerge. Socialist
CXUftre, on the other } d> is present today* he can see it all around
us in those COUntries = +t have taken the road to socialist construction
while SPOYE an intense nd continuing class struggle* Socialist culture
is aNculture-in .strugg! against capitalist and imperialist domination*

wiemay obssiwie that in its non-material aspect socialist culture
around the world has a common content, although it takes different national
forms* —n content* socialist* culture afiirms the struggle against) class
and national oppression* 1bis is true whether one is talking about opera
in China, music in Vietnam, or posters in Cuba. Xm&Sm As to forms, each
socialist country attempts to make use of those traditional forms that are
part of its national heritage* This sometimes results, for example, in a
merging of the technically more elaborate forms of high culture with the
revolutionary content of folic culture. 1t should be noted though that
socialist countries seek to avoid chauvinism. They do not hesitate to
“bonus™ cultural forms from other nations, including capitalist nations, £

iT this can serve a useful purpose* Tnis is because in socialist culture

the primary element is content* As Fidel has pointed-out: 3For us, a



revolutionary people in/ a revolutionary process, the value of cultural
and artistic creations is determined by their usefulness for the people,
by what they contribute tG-"mjan,?y*iiatndihey™nti”ibu-ts- to the liberation
and happiness of marfi Our standards are political* There cannot be
aesthetic value**.in opposition to man, justice, welfare, liberation and
the happiness of man*” Socialist culture also aims to make creators out
ascribing
of the entire EsfefcEH people, instead of rcnncgnxng the creative process
to an elite of intellectuals and artists*

As for material culture, it should be noted that under socialism
the quantity and types of production would be determined not by the market
mechanism, but by rational“"planning based on .the social needs of the masses*
This does not mean that all problems are solved overnight. In f act, for
underdeveloped countries it means that highest priority mil be placed
on industrial development and economic self-sufficiency, for it is precisely
in these two areas that underdeveloped nations have been crippled by im-
perialism* This is why in many socialist countries there is a lack of many
consumer commodities. The available economic surplus is being channeled
into long-term industrial development as the only sure route out of the
-backwardness imposed by imperialism*

In terms of specific cultural features, under socialism work relations
undergo considerable change* Workers themselves are brought Into the decision-
making process, while managers are relegated to the role of administrators
carrying out decisions made by the workers* At the same time labor is no

work only in order to
longer a commodity. Under socialise people no longer
live, but live in order to do work that is socially meaningful* labor be-
comes the”measure of life instead of an unwanted burden* Consequently, as =

workers become production-oriented under socialism, the correlation between

wages and worlVbfeakp down to be replaced by a more equal distribution of

income based on social need*



The family unit remains under socialism but it is no longer tied
to property relations or economic compulsion. Instead the family becomes
a voluntary unit based on equality among.its members. Still, it should be
observed that mo.st socialist countries have adopted measures to strengthen
family life, whiljjfwas often severely disrupted under the impact of imperialism.

Since socialised production reaches its apex under socialism it
follows that the dissemination of genefal public education is an urgent
necessity. In order to overcome backwardness most socialist countries have
adopted crash programs aimed at eliminating illiteracy and ignorance tamong
the masses. They have also opened the doors of higher education to the
workers* Simultaneously, socialist countries have tried to break down the
capitalist distinction between an elite of thinkers on one hand versus a
mass of doers on the other® Under socialist culture education is intimately
linked to production: colleges for -factory workers, work brigades for
college- students*

As far as political organization is concerned, the nation-state
continues to exist under socialism but its class nature is fundamentally
altered® Instead of being a political bureau of the capitalist classes
the state becomes the political instrument of the working class, and serves
the interests of that, class. Consequently, workers® committees become more,
important than parliament or congress, the people speak for themselves at
their places of work, rather than being "represented” by self-seeking
politicians in the capital city*

Of course science and technology are vigorously promoted under
socialism as vehicles for advancing economic and cultural development.
However, science is divorced from the capitalist profit motive and is tied
instead to the social needs of the nation”™ as a whole* As in other areas,
rational planning replaces the social anarchy of the market, and technology
is made sui a servant of the people instead of being a mad juggernaut before

which people feel helpless*
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As for the role of art and literature in socialist culture, we
Cuba’s
close v/ith an extract from ikx First National Congress on Education and

LW ]
Culture:

me are a blockaded nation# We are building socialism only-a few
steps away from, the center ofworld imperialism, on a continent where until
very recently it held absolute power# “he danger of military aggression
by Yankee imperialism against Cuba is no. speculation”™ it has been present
throughout our ravoultionary.process#

UArt is a weapon of the 7~evolution* A product of the fighting spirit
of our people# A weapon against the penetration of the enemy* Our art and
literature will be a valuable tool for the formation of our young people -h
in the spirit of revolutionary morals, :excluding the selfishness and other
aberrations typical of bourgeois culture#

”A new society cannot pay homage to the filth of capitalism* .
Socialism cannot begin where Rome ended# <ur artistic works will heighten

-y

manls sensitivity and culture, creating in him a collectivist conscience arid

leaving no room for eneny diversiorasm in any of its forms#l
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Cultural Chauvinism et = 7 s

H Discuss method of presentations i) formal presentation with limited
. discussisn, ii) cadre group discussion sessions
f-\rL
IntBD-
Reasons for studying (similar to racism)
a) must learn to combat it because (1) is emergining ideology
x _ — of-modern imperialism (as ama old-style racism discredited),
a = = = =
and (2) it has had a negative influence on the progressive
forces in the imperialist, nations,
b) Mote that material is difficult and requires careful study

c) -Main point is not to memorize material or to become experts]JT
at identifying C,ft C,, but to gain some understanding of
C,C* as an ideological force grounded in imperialism® Tz 4
oi"fa WTu v ™ c* n K<« C
Paper divided into seven parts (not all of which mil be read)
I Introduction
Il Culture - Definitions and misconceptions (directly.)
11l Changes, etc, — How capitalism as an economic systemfsEapes
as3ot major aspects of social and cultural life*
IV G.C. in General — historical origins of C.C, and some of its
KHn&CTrarary forms
V. C.C, In the Left - Some ways in which C.C. is reflected in Left,
VI C,G, in U,S. xnvmnt — This really a sub-section of V, (factors
peculiar to U,S,)
VIl Socialist culture — culture in struggle against imperialism.
& Jijr
J READ Intro 2 paras, & UAAMCOrfe)

- jJT CULTURE section: Definitions and misconceptions about culture. CanH talk
‘about C.C, without understanding culture.
First 2 paras define two aspects of culture — non-material and
materail — and show how they are linked together through
the social process of production. *
READ 2 paras. (these nottonly ones!)- — —— — ~
Next section discussis three”"misleading ideas about culture” The first
of these is the idea that culture refers only to the fine arts*(In
summaries discussion leaders should stress why these ideas are mis-

leading)

Read 1 para.
Secdon misleading defn. talks about culture in terms of personal

life-styles without reference to production,

READ 3 paras.
Third misleading defn treats culture as a mysterious thing-in-itself,
culture as the maker of history, rather than culture as made by history,

SI'S READ 1 para,
ML OHANGES 111 cULTURAL UFE UNDER CAPITALISM (Summarize)

Capitalism has revolutionized virtually all major aspects of sociil

life.

¥4

q) it socialized production (workforce and tools), ,This was progressive

since it tremendously increased the possible output, of human
production feg#, maiding clothing from scratch)”™ Was
<0 gV Restricted, however, by capitalist property relations which made

control of production private (and irrational) rather than social,
and allowed for private appropriation of surplus,

b) On world scale capitalist growth lead to a great imbalance, with
Europe (and later N, America ) becoming imperial headquarters

: °f a vast economic empire - the colonial world*. oi V'S
ii®
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Chauvinism — militant glorification of one"s countyy, race, group.

Point of paper is to show how CC is ideo!o?y of irure imperialism;
how it iIs a sophisticated version of racial KxhwK chauvinism,
(because latter was discrideted to some extent.)

In past racial "superiority” tised to explain xrfxxKK advanced
development of capitalist countries.

Today 1t is the wester culture or cultural superiority that
IS supposed to explain iIt.

Fundamental problem™»with this™approach is that i{ﬁgegarates
development from history, ancPit serves imperialism by fostering
the i1dea that only by westernizing or imitating the western
capitalist countries is it possible for TW countries to become
developed. Equates economic development with capitalist route.

Like racism, CC serves to confuse people about why the western
capitalist nations are more advanced
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c) Traditional family structure disrupted and replaced by
nuclear family, or none at all.
Five more specific d) Education lldemocratizedll to meet needs of social production* - <"t£
cultural change! e) Capitalism fostered growth of nation state to establisrfvrational
legal system to define and protect property, (2) a uniform
monetary and marketing systen” (e*g, weights and measures)
3) cediigjE system of taxation which can be used to develop
*\/ A 1 communication and transportation networks, and underwrite
XV industry tadax through govt, contracts and bubsidies (welfare
for the rich.)
-f/ Nation-state thus serves as XS. ,hot housell for capitalist development,
I %; A and to stimulate competition with capitalists of other nations*
" (1 3
) Science and technology made subservient to needs of capitalist
class
<F
g) literature, art and music commercialized and made into commodities*
(Mass culture replaces high and folk culture) * _ X

TR B W TR 6

XV CULTURAL CHAUVINISM IN GENERAL (Read)
liscusses historical origins and some forms of C.C* First 3 paras
attempt to show that as capitalist system developed it created
an ideology to conceal its true nature, The main ingredient of
ft this ideology was the idea that capitlist private property was

HdfedaBoagpB™ law discovered by cultural” superior
nwestern man,” Cut of this idea developed the myth ofwxmrgeois
Iifreedom!” within the capitalist nations, and the
cultural chauvinism of the capitalist nations toward the under-
developed world*
READ 3 paras*

Hart 3 paras define cultural chauvinism and discuss why it arose
at a particular time in history#

ras# - \

[o"t UF yft'Sqy

This next para* looks at one of the cultural tactics used by
imperialism both in the pawt and today*

Pl

Next 3 paras explain why the fcotion of "western culture” 1is an
example of cultural chauvinism. The main argument is that so-
called nwestern culture” is not an inherent or unique feature of
western society, nor did it develop independently of the rest
of the wprlid,

READ 3" paras.

The next para, discusses the geographic and historical factors that
caused capitalism to develop first in Europe, and points out that
this was not a result of Euro* “cultural superiority*n Also two
concluding paras,

m READ 3 paras,

V CULTURAL CHAUVINISM IN THE LEFT
Main point of this section is to sheaf that even the progressive
and radical forces are not immune to the cultural chauvinism

of the imperialist nations* This has tended to undermine inter-
nation&i unity promote opportunism.
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Cultural "Chauvinism 3/3/3/3/3

The next 3 paras talk about one fora of cultural chauvinism in
the Left. This fora occurs when people try to claim that socialism
and Marxism are simply an extension of the European cultural
heritage, and therefore "truell socialism can only develop in
Europe and the world socialist movement must be controlled by
u Europeans.
READ J paras™

The next para gives a specific example of how left-wing chauvinsim
can becoem a virtual ally of cultural imperialism, and therefore
opposed to the socialist struggle going on in Cuba.

READ 3. para*

The last two paras* in this section discuss two incorrect responses
to left-wing chauvinism
READ 2 paras.

VI CULTURAL CHAUVINISM IN U.S. MVMNT
This section should be regarded as a continuation of cultural
chauvinism in the left, except that now we are emphasising some
chauvisiUst features that are peculiar to the U.S, mvmnt*

The first to paras discuss cultural rssmxtks+ absolutism, which
is simply a form of chauvinism, and cultural romaniticsim, which
is an iIncorrect reaction against chauvinism and absolutism,

READ 2 paras.

The next two paras* look zfc&maxjt e His at another incorrect reaction
teadmxafcsm Chauvinism! what we have called left-wing tokens sra.
READ 2 paras,

finally, we conclude this section with a discussion of cultural
nationalism, which is still another reaction against chauvinism.
As we will see, cultural nationalism has both m gfcfefima negative
and positive qualities,

READ 3 paras.

TOE SOCIALIST CULTURE — a culture in struggle to free itself
from the shackles of underdevelopment#”

The first 3 paras draw a distinction between communist culture and
and socialist culture, and then talk about the non-material and
material aspects of socialist culture in general terms.

READ 3 paras.

The next “ssscaparas, outline very briefly how socialism shapes

culture in the areas of work relations, family life, education,

political organization of the state, and science and technology,
READ £ paras.

The last part of the xassx paper gives us some idea of how the Cubans
see the role of art and literature in the struggle to achieve
socialism.

READ to END.



otst?r 4><s It &£TZA I e”FK £
/ Iji*=.f- is CuJflivx. -
Its Nef/at? N n
2 u Lt i'r riy/ifa N CA <vA"vw "
o) ?J COxfMCst CMlfevx Co”~MA, Kenc/7 digyye
D $b
j (i2-1 *~f~ <LJ J1 AN n *1
£ o QA <hnh & UVd&l .
1 \%
2 AR KM Ls 6/- CijlfxrnL I /*j? t*rkJ~S1\
% Culjvv fiAiwWWMifcy hl/yrJQjLfit AV iE?IN
~v o jfN/c/ c U k S>M. e<<]
A BT 7/MvAcu /ljesfal” & p
IX * % % % % u * N\ * W N\ < ~ * r
m W W H
&4F’
J A
XP)

Culture vs society — former is analogous to a game board and
the rules by which game i1s played; latter 1s like an actual game

in process with concrete players.
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Culture Change

A. Substantively culture change may be defined
as the modification of culture (gq.v.) through
time. This definition becomes more precise only
when the situations and processes of such modi-
fication are fully analysed. Such analysis
depends upon the varying definitions of
culture (g.v.), society (g.v.), and personality.
(It is)closely related to the term social change
q.v.).

,L The term is ‘ofteri used interchangeably
with ‘cultural dynamics’.
. 2. Culture change has been most used by
American anthropologists. Social change has
been stressed by sociologists and social psycho-
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CULTURAL CHAUVINISM — OUTLINE

I a. Introduction i i
b. Definition of Culture (emphasis on production aspect)
c. Misleading concepts of culture

Il1 Changes iIn cultural life under Capitalism

a. Work life (land, labor as commodities;;money-wage system)

B. Family life (stuucture & function)

c. Education (elite vs. mass)

d. Political organization ? feudal fief to nation-state)

e. Science (fundamentally democratic, but harnessed to
capitalist class)

f. Literature and Art (high vs. folk vs. mass culture)

cuniversalL
IIfCultural Chauvinism I (General -- Seeks to equate”capitalist

culture with mystical category, Western Culture.l)

a. "Vestern Culture'" treated as "‘cause' of Western materail
advancement.

b. Western Culture" regarded as independent of rest of world

c. "Western Culture" as i1deological tool in world class struggle
(Asserts that modernizing nations must "imitate' West)

d. Cultural imperialism as specific strategy (Attempts to
facilitate capitalist penetration/exploitation of a
nation by breaking down its particular cultural adaptations,
such as traditional family structure (Algeria). May also
take form of "‘friends'" seeking to Impose their i1deas with-
out regard for level of economic development or class-
cultural context In which they are to operate.)

e. Cultural relativism as false concept since i1t divorces
culture from class basis and production process.

J30T Cultural Chauvinism Il (In thd Movement) (Operates as a reflection
of general cultural chauvinism)
a. Within Movement organizations
1. Romantic, paternal infatuation with folk culture
2. intellectualism vs. intuition as modes of understanding
3. Verbal dexterity vs. inventiveness as modes of coping
4. Need for leadership which 1s sensitive to different
communication styles, but which can separate style from
content, emphasizing the latter.
b. Toward other countries (Cultural arroggnce%_

1. Assumption that because you came Trom highly developed
country you know which course development will or should
take elsewhere (ignores predatory relation between
development and underdevelopment in capitalist system.
Ignores social needs and functions I other country.)

2. Assumption that because you have rejected bourgeois
values you can "advise™ socialists countries. (Confuses

J« ™~ N A
C Ol W -
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CULTURAL CHAUVINISM OUTLINE (Continued)

V  Cultural Nationalism (cultural a&n autonomy,' *‘cultural
democg”cy™)

As inteiiectual reactive defense against cultural

Chauvinism*(Restoration of traditional culture, whether
real or imaginary)

Becomes mystical retreat when separated from production
process — class base

Can be positive awakening of racial-national conscious-

ness to need for unified struggle againstoppression when
combined with political analysis and content.

VI Revolutionary Socialist Culture

1. Transitional stage — harness cultural apparatus to.
class struggle, w 1="viw

2. Ultimate Goal(an ideal not yet achieved) — free
expression of human potentials made possible
by full democratization of political economy and

resolution of class struggle.
AN~  HCW
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W CULTURE

UjSseau jaasff “*,SSr >»

« production and oth.t »,i,,bl. »«.Ith Si.§SS ” .2h ata« 5
i7dJU SSffAb?2etti°S?22;:;r1“ :1£ rlItT « “F e » sN » ~ t«wsL ?2«»,.nt
c«i«u, , y b.ih..d or*“ E“ ;,;:;ts ,jh=,s s . “ 0SS ;««r;, oKs'plritu*“
bourW S’ ca3ture has Its class character. In capitalism, there are

Lvelop geneilnrDeScTeTol6” 1~ Calture* Under socialism there can
content Ire unified CUItUre Where the natlbnal form and the socialist

CULTURALT#PYm

Of Marxism-Leninism *£? °° ™ dst °haracter equipped with deep knowledge

of communism ThiVv il £hl M k °ulturalisty is same as the culturality
highest staa-e in .npiai”™ highest culturality since communism is the
element in the nartfSoS d®eloPment- Culturality is the necessary

character of lo~unSfm™ W W * of wOrkin3 °I*ss and the humanistic
only when it m £ the same time, culturality can become thorough

the Jatter Ja jn _rgh partisan éharact r and humanllst character and
ne latter is in turn firmly anchored onto high cultm & litv
Y* °

become true communist only when these are carried out®

CULTURAL HERITAGE \

Cultural, heritage refers to the valuable and positive wealth Mnm
JERBFALIBRY.  cCultural heritage Ci¥¥nYW PN e fe daByedfict EPadgter 7
fCr® societies with antagonistic classes, there is th«

reactionary culture reflecting the interest of the explmters and

Nsad2:.rhsshtditssMssMs uVAS tV * eepiated

culture correctly in our creation of culture? since it is
create higher culture only if one has ~eritel ?he progressive culture
of tne previous stage. However, the inheritence of the culture! Xt

heritage must be a critical one in lio-ht of* i-vio « 6 cutturwl
circumstances. S f the new age and new

CULTURAL RSVOLUTION

varouVareas™ofCultural VVVnVrV® ?eneral transform ation in the
high technological knowledge and to crpa?/? 7" th<\ working M sses with

Th, b«cM?2t11{,*M 1S itS SrSjoSSSt,In thf "P1*11”" donsltruetlon.

to possess general knowledge and enable the working masses
to absorb criticallv tho rJL < technical knowledge, to enable them
furthV inh~rVence and dVefonV V6 =Ultural heritage and insure the
socialist principles to~du”™h t0 pra°tlce People's education within

the
and to establish the new socialist moral envlroment. ust®a
‘jt sp¢  t(h\cd Ip y-2-Irs Ip T ty m\MQ

K. sfi Ui*A '/ Suxc x ( iAiTFnl (r VnJl ,

iwi. (tb~rv U “{u-Try
u



CULTURAL AUTONOMY OP NATIONS

Cultural autonomy of nations refers to the anti-Marxist line on
the nationality question adopted by the Austrian Social Democratic
Party, various opportunistic parties belonging to the Second International,
and the Mesheviks of the Russian Social Democratic Party, The basic content
of this line is to give autonomy only in constructing and maintaining
cultural organs ( schools, churches, etc, ) but under the condition of
political and economic subservience of the oppressed nations. The line
makes the national oppression and subservience permanent, denies the
right of self-determination of nations, destroys the unity of the labor
movement, and attempts to destroy the international unity of the working
;blgss by dividing them along national lines. This is a form of bourgeois
nationalism.
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