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January 5, 1950

J*tr* To ©bio Koyama 
fukul Ken, Tuuruga-Shi Mlshim®, Japan
Dear Mr* Koyamai
w M nt,C?der»of Provisions of the Trading with the Enemy Aot f i f e o p e r a t i v e ,  the property of American citizens f the Jurisdiction of Japan cannot be disposed2i„,lthout ?u® oonsent of the Attorney General of the United
S^chenron^t-/?4ln H *  °fP®clt® aa *W«n Property Custodian. Bueh property Is subject to a vesting order by him end aub-sequent sale whereupon the proceeds derived from the sale 
Sn»,f«P*8lt®n If ,he Allen Property Custodian fund In „fS'i”®!?0' r* C*‘ \'na held until ouch time as the claimant'sdetermined and the residue left over will be subject to disposition by an aot of Congress.
... Inasmuch e.s your citizenship was restored in Equity
lroLn?v 1!S*1 W o t  ion arises whether the AlienffLC £ <Uan has ®f? paver whatever to Interfere with your land. However, until the matter has been Judicially
Fm « ’»11!1' iL i 8 obvious that under the Trading with the t£e7; neither you nor any agent for you Is authorised

°£ y™ r Property. When you return to the United f£atf.e.y0U sh°uld consult with your attorneys, Driver, Driver p™L»£££er> who «HI he able to negotiate with the Allen Property Custodian or to enter into litigation with him so that your proparty will be adequately protected either In
r V £  in form if xt *** already been converted 

very much doufet^00^ ^  in Property fund which I
Inasmuch aa the law firm of Driver, Driver and Driver appears to be representing you, I suggest that you com­municate with that firm concerning your righta*

Very truly yours,



P.S. If your wife is a Japanese citizen, who has steadily 
resided in Japan and is not in possession of a re-entry permit 
issued by the United States Immigration Service, there is at 
present no method whereby she would be permitted to come to 
the United States. In such an event she must wait until such 
time as a treaty Is executed between the United States and 
Japan authorizing aliens to enter the United States or until 
such time as Congress by the passage of a statute might grant 
like authority.

As yet no peace treaty has been executed and as a matter 
of fact there has been neither a Presidential nor a Congres­
sional proclamation officially ending the war, and in consequence 
it is not likely that Congress would authorize the visit to 
this country of the alien wife of a citizen from Japan.



COM M ITTEE 
Y .  H O N D A  
Y . K A K U  
T . K O N O
J . K IM U R A  
Y . K IY O H IR O
M. M A T S U M O T O
K . M A T S U O K A  
I. N A M E K A W A  
T . N A K A M U R A  
R . N A R I M A TSU  
H. O K IT A

TULE LAKE DEFENSE COMMITTEE
R o o m  302, 117 N o r t h  Sa n  P e d r o  Street 

Los A n g e l e s  12, C a l i f o r n i a  

MICHIGAN 4728

C O M M I T T E E  
T . O B A T A K E  
M. S A S A K I  
Y . S H I B A T A  
I. S H IM IZ U  
T . S H O N O  
H . T A K E T A Y A
G . T S U E T A K E
H . T A K E U C H I  
H . U C H ID A  
M . Y A M A IC H I

January 9, 1950

On November 30, 1949, we mailed in your care blank checks, and self 
addressed envelopes to assist you in the payment of your remaining bal­
ance in the sum of $..........................

To this date we have not received any response, and we appreciate 
that you attend to this matter at your earliest convenience.

Very truly yours,



C O M M I T T E E  
Y .  H O N D A  
Y . K A K U  
T . K O N O
J .  K IM U R A  
Y . K IY O H IR O
M. M A T S U M O T O
K . M A T S U O K A  
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T . N A K A M U R A  
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H. OK IT A

TULE LAKE DEFENSE COMMITTEE
Room 302, 117 N orth San Pedro Street 

Los Angeles 12, California 
MICHIGAN 4728

C O M M I T T E E  
T . O B A T A K E  
M. S A S A K I  
Y . S H I B A T A  
I.  S H IM IZ U  
T . S H O N O  
H . T A K E T A Y A
G .  T S U E T A K E
H . T A K E U C H I  
H . U C H ID A  
M. Y A M A IC H I

February 2, 1950

Inasmuch as the final judgment taken by the government to the 
Circuit Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit will be rendered sometime 
in March, 1950, we ask that you make every effort to remit the remaining 
balance of $................. ....... at your earliest convenience.

Very truly yours,

T. N akamura



C O M M I T T E E  
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MICHIGAN 4728

C O M M I T T E E  
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M. Y A M A IC H I

April 10, 1950

Dear Sir:
In the past we have made numerous attempts to ask your cooperation in the 

remittance of your pledged contributions. At this time, we regret to inform you 
that we have been unable to receive the anticipated amount necessary to complete 
this work.

We, of the committee feel, that when you joined the suit you had in mind 
to rectify the great injustices that was brought upon you by the U. S. government. 
There is no question of the great importance to complete this work, so that we may 
all enjoy the rights, privileges and immunities of U. S. citizens.

Therefore we ask you again to take this matter earnestly, as collectively we can 
succeed, and divided we shall fall.

The Circuit Court of Appeals for the Ninth District will hear the oral argu­
ments in the mass renunciation suit on the first week of May, 1950.

W e ask that you show your collective spirit by remitting your pledged balance 
in the sum of $ ......................... at your earliest convenience.

Very truly yours,

T. Nakamura
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Jan. 9, 1950
WAYNE M. COLLINS

FORM LETTER TO RENUNCIANT
PLAINTIFES who have written for adviceAttorney at Law J-3

Mills Tower, 220 Bush Street 
San Francisco California

On April 12, 19^9, U. S* District Judge Louis Goodman 
entered a final Judgment cancelling the renunciations of all 
renunciante in mass Equity Suits No* 2529^ and 25295«Judgment prohibits the Attorney General and the Secretary 
of State and their respective agents and other governmental 
officials from in any wise depriving any of the renuneiant 
plaintiffs of their liberty, rightsprivileges and immunities*
An appeal was taken by the defendants from that Judgment to 
the Circuit Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit where a 
conclusive decision will be rendered sometime in March of 1950* 
To date, however, U* S* consuls in Japan, acting on instructions 
from the Justice Department, have not been fully complying 
with the terms of that Judgment but have been denying plaint- 
tiffs in Japan the right to return to the United States 
simply by denying them clearances.

However, a new policy has been adopted by the State 
Department and our consuls abroad will comply with the 
instructions they receive from the Secretary of State*

If the U* S, Circuit Court of Appeals decides the case 
in favor of the renunciante by affirming the Judgment of 
Judge Goodman, no consul in Japan will dare to ask any 
renuneiant to fill out the affidavit forme he presently 
requires of renunciante in conjunction with their applica- 
tlons for passports, but will issue to them the necessary 
passports upon their application therefor*

However, until the Circuit Court of Appeals decides 
the case any renuneiant who is now in Japan, whether he is 
in the mass equity suits or has not filed any suit to cancel 
his renunciation, may take the following steps to return to 
the United States:

He may apply to a U. S* Consul in Japan for a passport*
The Consul will require him to fill out an application for a 
passport and a supplemental affidavit which requires him to 
state his answers to a number of questions such as whether 
or not he refused at any time to swear unqualified allegiance 
to the United States, and whether at any time he was a mem­
ber of various named organisations and, if so, his reasons 
for Joining such organisations, and whether or not he dis­
continued his activities in such organisations and his reasons



for having renounced U* S* citizenship, and whether he ever 
attempted to cancel his renunciation and also his reasons for 
having returned to Japan, among other questions* When the 
affidavit form is transmitted by the Consul to the Secretary 
of State and then to the Attorney General's office, if the 
Justice Department records and the affidavit the renuneiant 
submits to the consul contain nothing against the applicant, 
the Justice Department will notify the State Department and 
the State Department will notify its consular agents abroad 
that the Government (that is to say, the State Department and the Attorney General) admit that the applicant is a 
citizen of the United States and such an applicant will be 
permitted to return to the United States« However, if the 
Attorney General1s records or the affidavit contain anything 
derogatory to the applicant, the Secretary of State and the 
Consuls in Japan will be notified of that fact and the Consul 
in Japan will be notified whereupon the passport of such 
applicant will be denied and the applicant, if not then 
protected by a law suit, must commence an Individual suit 
to oancel his renunciation and to determine his nationality#

Mr# Enoch Ellison in the Justice Department, Washington,
D# C*, who is the Director of the Alien Enemy Control Unit 
for the Attorney General, informed me on Jan# 6, 1950, that 
so far few, if any, such affidavits have been received by 
the Justice Department* He also Informed me that it is 
anticipated that the affidavits of such renuneiants will 
be processed by the Justice Department as speedily as possible#

I personally wish to advise the renunciante who are in 
the mass suit that little, if anything, is to be gained by 
any of them applying to a consul for a passport and filling 
out the affidavit forms prescribed by the Attorney General 
because the Justice Department may attempt to use any 
adverse statements in the affidavits against them on appeal 
and also because of the fact that it is likely that the 
Attorney General*s office would not be able to pass on those 
affidavits before the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals determines 
the mass equity suit sometime in March of this year* If that 
Court affirms the Judgment, no consul will ask any plaintiff 
in the suit to file any such affidavit* All of the matters 
referred to in the affidavit which the consul requires renun** 
oiants to fill out on their applications for passports were 
matters which were raised in the equity suits in the District 
Court and were matters which were decided entirely in favor 
of the renunolants and against the Government* In con** 
sequence, neither the Attorney General, the Secretary of 
State nor consular agents have any right to re-question 
renunolants who are in the suit concerning those matters*

However, if any renuneiant in Japan is not willing to 
await the final decision of the Circuit Court of Appeals 
but insists upon applying for a passport and filling out



the affidavit form, my suggestion is that he should answer 
truthfully the questions in the affidavit and that he should 
state as reasons why he renounced his U# S* nationality the 
following applicable reasons, among any other special ones he may have, namely?

1) I was discriminated against solely by reason of my 
Japanese ancestry in that although I was a U* S* citizen I 
was confined within a military area, was evacuated from the 
West Coast and Interned simply because of my type of ancestry#

2) I was classified and treated as an alien enemy simply 
because of my ancestry and was deprived of all citizenship rights#

3) I lost my property because of my internment without any then hope of recovery#
4-) My parents and I (or members of my family) were 

threatened with removal to Japan and they and I believed that we would be removed to Japan#
5) I was offered no reasonable opportunity to be relocated 

in the United States and was in fear of community hostility 
which threatened my personal safety and the lives and safety
of the members of my family#

6) I feared I would be indefinitely or permanently 
Interned and I feared final deportation to Japan#

7) Expecting to be removed to Japan Involuntarily I 
feared that the Japanese in Japan would take reprisals against 
me if I had not renounced U# S# nationality before arrivalin Japan#

Very truly yours,



FORty LETTER J-4
&'A$Ift& ft* COU.XJIS Sent torenunciant plaintiffs 
attorney at Law who made inquiries
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•ffi&mt%  tfc* mattali# #  Ibi mommi ooatmia m%Mngsgelami *&$ mppllamnt* là# vili aotlfy ttt#
i4 t̂c- lmp®rtmn% mai, th* Otmt# Dopmrtatnl vili aotlfy il# 
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p  11! NHB li f M  Mrootor or tfe# Alien la**? Coatrol unii In r Ih« a tiara#? deaerai* infortii w  #n Jan, é t 1950g limi 
#o far f m $ If » * nttefe «¿fidavi*# bave tesò i e< Iv ttf th 
¿astio# 1# mito infonaetì m  timi 11 1# mafieipotod
limi Sif sfftèmoli# of #ua& reimaelmiitm vili bt proemia©# (¡g 
tt» damilo# i^oportimmi *s #$»e#dliy *« po^mlbl#»

1 pmrmoamlly *&«& lo  mdviet tbe reim nelants v ia  or# la  tfe* muli Ibal l i t t l e ,  I f  mayt&lng, 1« lo  ìm g&Xmé tty eny o f thè# #$$&jrl*g lo  « eoneul fa r  m $*##pert and r i l l l n g  eu* l i #  a f f id a v it  fora# preaopitted tty %'m Attor«#? d#a#r#l bmomoe# Ut# damila# I umt «my attem pi lo  me# may mdrmr## glEitffionlt In là#  a f f id a v it«  sgolam i lima un ®ppml mné rnlm  h m m m  < l i#  fm %  turni 1 1  le  llìu sly  lim i tbo à i w t |
Omatrml*# off io# m % M  m %  ìm otol« io pmm m  %b&m «rridavll# bofore l i #  U lu li d im m it Court o f  Appmml# dmtmralM« tbm %### •Ottlty e o l i  II i la  ,i r* or ta l«  $m r* l i  %hm doari a f f lm *  tb*  Jttftgaoat» m  aoneul v i l i  mmk mny p lm ln ilff  in  V , muli IO film  mny «»eli- «rfldm vlt bui v i l i  - ie e u e -fo  i l »  tfem amommamxy pmmeporl apoa h i#  &-wp%Xm%lmm A ll of t i«  ami toro  roforrod lo  là  t i#  m fridavll wàlofe in# «ontralm rmoulm rtnun- olftitto lo  f i l i  otti ma lh « lr  ».ppliomUont fa r  ammmportm varo ami ter« vM©M u#r# ralrned la  l i #  moally muli# Ut Ih# 01 s tr io *  Court mad vere amttsrm vfeioà deolded m atlrsly  la  f * w r  of tbm rs-auaolaats mad mg alami fii# Ootmrnmeal* la  a# lib a r  ih# A t ts n s y  C aa#m l# tfca e v u m tm r f  o f  « ta ls  aor eoamulmr *\ bavs sajr r id ili lo  rs^ oasstloa  rsm m olaats ubo art Im tfc# muli ooaomraliig Ibo## mmttmrt*.

Mov#ir#rt If any rmnttaolmal la dmpm» 1# aot wllXlag lo »**lt tfes finsi Osslslon Of tfc# Olnmlt Court of Apponiti bui limisi# ttpoa mpplylng far a jmmsport ano fHllng oul là# offldavlt far«» my #ttgg«#tioa 1# làmi fe# mbould maeumr trulb- rally ih# qtt##tloa# là tb# «fflOavlt and làmi bt abould #tmt# ma lai b# rtaounood hi C.S* amlloimllty %hm £ ìlag appUemfcl# reaionm* mmng. mny oibtr epeolal ont« bt iiS 
b**#t mmift h h' ■■■■■



I l  I wmet é.i&Qriukm.t*& agni»«! m l* X f  .iy  r#a«©*i ©f t̂ r * :i ,rf s .* &mmn%r$ In Ifei I 1 fefeisw fi X wa® m Iwm ©onf litad vltta l»  m « lU ta r y  » m «  mm tT#©tt*t©4 from ih#B |p  l# é # i  and in tnm ^à  fcta&a## ©f ©jr typ# ©f *&©©«tr3r»
i l  1 ¡¡¡fa élm .m itiw à  a$& irtat&il m» ®n a l i t a  «ne^y slufjjly 

h$$mm ©f ©y ©fMMr#trjr «mft w m  ©f all oltlx*aiifclj>.r ig h i« ,
J> 1 lo«t ìsf pr^ptrty immm$ ©f I# ©ithautasiy uh# a fcpp# ©f rteoTtrar*

% p a r ta ti an4 1 (ar mmtimvm o f ,sy fa& llyj vsr© 
t l  f  i  i l  n  i m i  %ù émpmm mmtl : I $ ®i*4 1 1 ?§ UfcmUv© woul4 ha r««K»T©4 U# «fapatt*

5) 1 va® ©ffar«4 m  r*»a papa h i e 2i fu » &| t& b# r©l#aa$«éin  f lit  baiutd S la tta  and wn.% l a  ftiur # f ©©atisttnlty ìfa®%ÌÌàty ^feiefc t>hr#at«n#4 a» ©©raonal and %:&« U t#® and aafaty*tf tha ¿samba**# o f s»y fcugity,
é) 1 f©*f>td I vould b# lM ® fla lt« ly  or jytrfflaaimtly ln ttr iw d  t a l  X ft&rad f in a l  daphriatlon ®  ¿apaxu
f i  t© b# réa»T©d %o Capati lU Ttlantftrlly* 1faarad SMà̂  Uh« dapali#®® la  Japaa vould tife# raprla&I® agalli®t m  i l  1  ì k noi ranmcUNid f* § f natloiiacilty b#jf©2*t a rr iv a i la



Attorney at Law 
Mills Tower, 220 Bush Street 
San Francisco A, California

WAYNE M. COLLINS (FORM LETTER J-5 
(same as J-4 with P.S. added)

SENT TO RENUNCIANT 
PLAINTIFFS who made
inquiries

(sent beginning Feb. 11,1950

On April 12, 19^99 D. S* District Judge Louis Goodman 
entered a final Judgment cancelling the renunciations of all 
renuneiente in mass Kqulty Suite No. 2529A and 25295* The 
Judgment prohibits the Attorney General and the Secretary of 
State and their respective agents and other governmental 
officials from in any wise depriving any of the renunciant 
plaintiff&. of their liberty, rights, privileges and immunities 
of U. 0* citizenship. An appeal was taken by the defendants 
from that Judgment to the Circuit Court of Appeals for the 
Ninth Circuit where a conclusive decision will be rendered 
sometime In March of 1950.

Until recently, however, U. S* consuls in Japan, acting 
on instructions from the Justice Department, have not been 
complying fully with the terms of that Judgment but have been 
denying plaintiffs in Japan the right to return to the United 
States simply by denying them clearances.

However, until the Circuit Court of Appeals decides the 
first mass equity suits any renunciant who is now in Japan, 
whether he is in the mass equity suits or has not filed*any 
suit to cancel hie renunciation, may take the following steps 
to return to the United States under the new policy decided upon 
by the Attorney General and the Secretary of State, viz: ~

He may apply to a U. 8* consul in Japan for a passport*
The consul will require him to fill out an application for a 
passport and a supplemental affidavit which requires him to 
answer a number of questions such as whether or not he refused 
at any time to swear unqualified allegiance to the United 
States, and whether at any time he was a member of various 
named organizations and, if so, his reasons for Joining such 
organizations, and whether or not he discontinued his activities 
in such organizations and M s  reasons for having renounced U.S* 
citizenship, and whether he ever attempted to cancel his renun-* 
elation and also hie reasons for having returned to Japan, 
among other questions. When the affidavit for® is transmitted 
by the consul to the Secretary of State and then to the Attorney 
General1s office, if the Justice Department records and the



affidavit the renunciant submits to the ©onsu! contain nothing 
against the applicant, the Justice Department will notify the 
State Department and the State Department will notify its 
consular agents abroad that the Government (that is to say, 
the State Department and the Attorney general) admit that the 
applicant is a citizen of the United States and such an applicant 
will be permitted to return to the United States. However, if 
the Attorney general * $ records or the affidavit contain any­
thing derogatory to the applicant, the Secretary of State and 
the consul in Japan will be notified of that fact whereupon 
the passport of such applicant will be denied and the applicant, 
if not then protected by a law suit, must commence an individual 
suit to canoe! hie renunciation and to determine his nationality*

Mr. Enoch Ellison in the Justice Department, Washington,
D. 0,, who is the Director of the Alien Enemy Control Unit 
for the Attorney general, informed me on Jan, 6, 1950, that 
so far few, if any, such affidavits have been received by the 
Justice Department* He also informed me that it is anticipated 
that the affidavits of such renunciants will be processed by 
the Justice Department as speedily as possible*

I personally wish to advise the renunciants who are in 
the mass suit that little, if anything, is to be gained by 
any of them applying to a consul for a passport and filling 
out the affidavit forms prescribed by the Attorney General 
because the Justice Department may attempt to use any adverse 
statements in the affidavit® against them on appeal and also 
because of the fact that it is likely that the Attorney 
General's office would not be able to pass on those affidavits 
before the 1̂ 1 nth Circuit Court of Appeals determine® the mass 
equity suit sometime in March of this year* If that Court 
affirms the judgment, no consul will ask any plaintiff in the 
suit to file any such affidavit but will issue to him the 
necessary passport upon his application. All of the matters 
referred to in the affidavit which the consuls require renun— 
slants to fill out on their applications for passports were 
matters which were raised in the equity suits in the District 
Court and were matters which were decided entirely in favor 
of the renunciants and against the Government, In consequence, 
neither the Attorney General, the Secretary of State nor 
consular agents have any right to re-question renunciants who 
are in the suit concerning those matters*

However, if any renunciant in Japan is not willing to 
await the final decision of the Circuit Court of Appeals but 
insists upon applying for a passport and filling out the 
affidavit form, my suggestion is that he should answer truth­
fully the questions in the affidavit and that he should state 
as reasons why he renounced his U.S* nationality the follow­
ing applicable reasons, among any other special ones he may 
have, namely ;

-  2 -
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X) I was discriminated against solely by reason of my 
Japanese ancestry In that although I was a U. S. citizen I 
TjAe*Cnn*̂ !?ed within a military area, was evacuated from the 
w#8t Coast and interned simply because of my type of ancestry.

2} I was classified and treated ms an alien enemy simply 
because of my ancestry and was deprived of all citizenship * i§» n t s*

mmmr X lost my property because of my internment withoutany then hope of recovery.

thr#atineaywithe^ m o « ?  f family) weretnreatenea with removal to Japan and they and I believed thatwe would be removed to Japan*

f.f +h» \{nh lx Sa2f+ered rea8onable opportunity to be relocatedand w&& ia f®ar of community hostility
■«vi?h«tire£tdned*!B|y P®reonal safety and the lives and safety of the members of my family. *

mi-.JiL L ? v i‘!d 1 MO™m  b® indefinitely or permanently interned ana I fearea final deportation to Japan.

•rB n l''-t,*?p®5ti?s t0 be reSioved s° Japan Involuntarily, X feared that the Japanese in Japan would take reprisals against 
ae if I had not renounced U. 3, nationality before arrival

Very yours,

P*S# If you are in Japan and if you have voted in any election, 
you should not apply to “the consul for a passport but should await the decision of the Circuit Court*

If you were not a member of any of the organizations 
and if you can answer the questions in the affidavits truth­
fully without running any risk, you are at liberty so to do 
if you believe that you may be able to return to the United 
States by so doing before the Circuit Court renders its decision*

- 3 -



Inasmuch as you did not apply in time to be included 
in the first mass equity suits, you will be Joined in the 
Second Mass Equity Suit which was filed on June 16, 19^9,



P* S. (for those in Second Suit)

Inasmuch as you did not apply in time to be included in 
the first mass equity suits, you were Joined in a second 
mass equity suit on June 16, 19^9. The second suit will 
be held in abeyance pursuant to an agreement from proceeding 
further until such time as the Circuit Court of Appeals 
decides the original mass equity suits which are expected 
to be determined in MeS«$k of 1950* Jffthe Judgment in the 
first mass suits is affirmed the Government undoubtedly 
will stipulate that Judgment be entered in favor ax of all 
renunciants in the second suit so that the rights of all 
renunciante will be determined at the same time*

In the interim if you are of the opinion that you can 
answer all the questions put to you in the supplemental 
affidavit which the consul requests you to fill out upon 
applying for a passport and insist upon so doing in the 
belief that you may be able to return to the United States 
before the mass equity suits are actually decided by the 
Circuit Court, you may do so. It is my personal opinion, 
however, that you well might await the decision of the Circuit Court.

P.S, ff^r those in the "to be Joined>group - since seqond suit and'-writing in wishing to be Joined̂ )
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M a rc h  H I  1 9 5 0

Kr. Hoy lob i m a m
o/o Mi*. John W t Rahmea DAC , P-5
H op 46th Engr Const Bn
/i.?Q 92? o/o Pont mao ter
San Francisco, California
Dear Mr, I ah I m a m :

In reply to your letter of February 3rd, J wish to 
inform you that I had not prior thereto ever received 
an application from you to join you as & party plaintiff 
in equity Suit !io. 25294*

1 «hall he glad to join you in a no- none suit which 
already has been filed* In the meantime, however* my 
puggealien ie that you adopt the following procedure to 
establish your oltizenahip and to return to the Ini ted 
States,

Ion should apply at once to the U, S. Consul nearest 
you and inform him that you renounced your nationality 
at Tula Lake because of Government duress. Ee will ask 
you to prepare two affidavit forms and an application 
for your passport. If neither the State Department nor 
the Justice Department records contain anything derogatory 
to your claim, a. passport will issue to you and you will 
be permitted to return. However, if anything in those 
records is against you, your pas-sport will be denied 
and thereupon you .should await the outcome of the second 
vmsB suit v M ^ h  doubtlessly will restore your citizenship 
and enable you to return,

I have never heretofore received any applications 
from Ya.sutor.hi Ho rind, tan and Jtinuye Morlndt ?u. If they 
likewise desire to be entered in the second mn.es suit, 
they should notify B  immediately by letter, giving me 
the following information; 1} full name; 2 ) address; 3)date 
and place of birth and 4) whether or not they received 
a letter approving: their renunciation from the Attorney 
General. You may notify them also that they can adopt 
the same procedure by applying to a U. 8* consul.

Very truly voura,



WIff® M, COLLI JfS| 
Attorney at Lai#Mill« Tower, ill Bush Street San Francis©© 4, California

M a rs h  2 3 , 1 9 5 «

Mr. Sam leeri 
B . 0 .  Box € h £
Central Post Offlee 
Tokyo, Japan
Dear Mr. Xserls

X am enclosing a copy of a letter 1 am having printed 
which will be sent to each renunolant in Japan who 1* In 
the mass equity ®ult®.

From letter® renunci&nt® have eent to me It appear# 
that a substantial number of renunciant® already have applied 
in Japan for passport#, a number of them have had difficulty 
la answering the question® concerning their fear# which 
caused them to renounce. 4 number also have been concerned 
about the answer® they made to question no. 20 in PUB form 
30o& of the Selective Service System entitled *S tat©merit of 
«. s. cltinea of Japanese Ancestry* which they were compelled 
to fill out to the Tula Lahe «enter and other WiA ©amp®, 
which question then required them to *forewear any form of 
allegiance or obedience to the Japanese Emperor %  The 
printed letter which will be addressed to each of the renun- 
ei&nte will instruct them how to answer such question®.

If you will look on page 49 of the brief on appeal in 
the equity case® which I sent to you via air mail, a complete 
discussion 1® had on that matter.

Inasmuch a® it i® necessary to obtain a passport for 
any renunoiant to leave Japan to return to the United State®, 
each of them in due course will be required to fill out 
an application for a passport form at a II. S. consulate.
The applications together with affidavit® required of renun­
oiant® will be processed through the consul, the Secretary 
of State*® office and the Department of Justice a® outlined 
in the letter X am sending to each renunoiant. 4® the time 
draws near for the arguments to be heard in the first week 
of May in the mass renunciation case®, it Is my belief that 
the Justice Department will relax it® policy and permit 
the great majority of renunoiant® to be issued passport# 
because the Justice Department attorney# will have to make 
an explanation to the Circuit Judge® why they have not 
abided by Judge Coodman1® Judgment in it® entirety and



p«miIttftd the renunei&nt© to return, fh© only reason they can state to the Court for their failure io that it aould not control our consuls in japan who are outside the Jurisdiction of the Court and that the identities of the respective applicant & for passport© had to he passed on and that it required a considerable period of tli&e for the consul, the Secretary of Stats and the justice wepertwifit to process the application© %  checking them against their files, 1 believe- that a© the date approaches for the argument the Justice department will process the applications with great rapidity and It is possible that substantially all of the renunolante in Japan who were not active leaders of the Ho©hi Pan, the Seinen Dan and joshi Pan will be granted passports before the Circuit Court decide© the appeal©.. In addition thereto, the fact that some 1600 remmetanti* * application© will be pending for passports before the consul© presents such a serious work problem that the consuls will receive instruction© from the Justice and State Departments to grant the great majority of the applications with speed, *
For your information, alien© who voluntarily repatriated 

to Japan who art not in possession of re-entry permits 
issued by the United States will not be able to return to 
thd Halted i£|.ates until Congress authorises them so to do 
by a statute. If any such aliens are in possession ©f 
ummpired re-entry permit© they, of course, will be enabled 
to return to the United State© by applying to n 0, S, consul,

fhere are a number of case© where the Attorney General, 
acting in hi© representative capacity as Custodian of Alien 
Property in the United States, has prohibited the ©ale or 
other disposition of the properties in the Cl. 5, of aliens 
who are in japan and he may vest title to that property 
and thereafter convert it into cash and deposit'it in the 
Allen Property Custodian fund in Washington, D, 0, Alien© 
will not be able to recover their said properties unless 
Congress passes a statute authorising, them to recover their 
interest©. mnnmXmim in japan whose property has been 
subject to control of the Allen Property Custodian will 
be able to claim their properties upon their return to the 
United State© either by filing claims with the Attorney 
General a© Alien Property Custodian or by commencing suits 
in the 0, $* District Court in the District where they 
claim a permanent.residence in the U, Si pursuant to the 
provision« of the grading with the Enemy Act.

Kenunelants in the United State© who wish to visit 
japan before the Circuit Court of Appeals decides the 
appeals can apply to the State Department in the United 
States for f passport and by filling out affidavits may 
obtain such passport©»

- Z -



If tfeer# are any renuoeisnte In Japan who have voted 
in any elections In Japan such persons should not at this 
time apply for a passport hut should wait for the final 
decision of the Circuit Court of Appeal®*

The letters I m  sending to the renunclents, copy 
of which is enclosed, will he sent by ordinary mail because 
the expense of »ending them by air mail its prohibitive*

Very truly yours,



WAYNE M. COLLINS 
Attorney -at-Law 

Mills Tower, 220 B ush Street 
San F rancisco 4, California 
Telephone : GArfield 1-1218

March 27,1950
On April 12,1949, U. S. District Judge Louis E. Goodman entered a final judgment cancelling the renuncia­

tions of all renunciants in mass equity suits Nos. 25294-5 on the grounds that each renunciation was the product 
of fear invoked in each renuneiant by the duress, coercion and intimidation under which each renunciant was 
held by the government at the time of renunciation. The judgment also declares that the coercion of pressure 
groups in Tule Lake was a mere incident to that government duress.

The judgment prohibits the Attorney General and the Secretary of State and their respective agents and 
consuls in Japan and all the other defendants from depriving you of any of your rights, privileges and immuni­
ties of U. S. citizenship. The defendants took an appeal to the Court of Appeals.

Until recently the defendants have refused to comply fully with the provisions of the judgment. Now, how­
ever, U. S. consuls in Japan, acting on instructions of the State and Justice Departments, will comply partially 
with the judgment until the appeal is decided by the Court of Appeals.

Inasmuch as the Court of Appeals will hear the oral arguments in the mass renunciation suits during the 
first week of May, 1950, you now are at liberty to apply to a U. S. consul in Japan for a passport if you have 
not already done so.

The consul will supply you with a passport application and also a special affidavit form for a renunciant to 
fill out. Thereupon the forms will be processed through the office of the consul, the Secretary of State and the 
Justice Department in Washington, D. C. If there is nothing in the affidavits or government records showing that 
you renounced U. S. nationality freely and voluntarily but that you renounced solely through fear induced in 
you by duress or coercion, the Justice Department will so instruct the Secretary of State’s office and that office 
will instruct the consul in Japan and thereupon a passport will be issued to you so that you can return to the 
United States at your own expense.

However, if the special affidavit you fill out or the Justice Department files contain evidence showing that 
you renounced U. S. nationality freely and voluntarily and not through fear, duress or coercion the consul will 
notify you that it refuses you a passport. Then you must await the final decision of the Court of Appeals and 
if it decides in your favor the consul will be instructed to issue you a passport without requiring you to fill 
out that special affidavit form and thereupon you can return to the U. S. at your own expense.

All of the matters referred, to in the special affidavit that the consul will supply you in connection with your 
application for a passport were matters which were involved in the mass suits and already have been decided in 
your favor and against the government. I t  is wrongful, therefore, for the State and Justice Departments to 
require you to fill out the affidavit form concerning the reasons why you renounced and why you became a member 
of an organization but until the Court decides the appeal they may continue to impose that requirement on 
you. It is likely, however, that they will relax that policy by the time the appeal is argued in Court because 
the. government attorneys will not wish the Court to learn that the defendants have flouted Judge Goodman’s 
judgment. Further, the work burden of processing passport applications for some 1800 renunciants will fall 
suddenly upon the State and Justice Departments and this also may convince them they should comply with 
that judgment without further delay.

If you apply for a passport you should fill out the special affidavit form truthfully and therein state as 
reasons why you renounced U. S. nationality (and asked for repatriation to Japan) the following seven (7) 
reasons showing why you were in fear and renounced:



1. I was discriminated against and was evacuated and interned without prospect of liberation simply 
because of my Japanese ancestry.

2. I was classified and treated as though I was an alien enemy simply because of my Japanese ancestry 
and was deprived of all my citizenship rights and I believed the government had repudiated my citizenship.

3. I had no reasonable opportunity to be relocated in the United States and feared mob violence in 
the event of being relocated.

4. Expecting to be removed to Japan involuntarily I feared that the Japanese in Japan would take 
reprisals against me if I had not renounced U. S. nationality before arrival there.

5. I feared I would be indefinitely or permanently interned and that there was no escape from intern­
ment except by renouncing citizenship.

6. I believed renunciation was necessary to insure continued internment because I was impoverished 
and had no place to go in the event I was released from internment and I feared mob violence if I was forced 
out of the Center.

7. The conditions prevailing in the Center kept me and my family in a constant state of fear of the 
future and for our safety.
In addition to the foregoing reasons you should also set forth in the affidavit the applicable reasons among 

the following reasons if they also played a part in causing you to renounce, and also any other special reasons you 
may have had:

8. I feared that the alien members of my family would be deported to Japan and that if I did not 
renounce we would be separated forever.

9. My parents (or parent, or husband) expected to be deported to Japan and compelled me to renounce 
in order to accompany them (or him or her).

10. Alien pressure group leaders coerced me into renouncing.
(Note: the above 10 reasons were declared by Judge Goodman’s decision to have been factors which caused 

the renunciations.)
The special affidavit form may ask you whether you at any time refused to swear unqualified allegiance to 

the U. S. If you refused to answer Question No. 28 in DSS-Form 304A when detained in Tule Lake or in any 
other Wit A camp or you answered it “ No” you should state that you did so because :

“ I was in fear because the question was asked only of detained citizens of Japanese aneestry and was 
discriminatory and Question No. 28 required me “ to forswear any form of allegiance or obedience to the 
Japanese Emperor’ and, therefore, a “ Yes” answer to that question would have contained a false admission 
that up to that time I had such a foreign allegiance. ’ ’
If  you became a member of the Hoshi, Seinen or Joshi Dan you should answer that question truthfully in 

the special affidavit form. You should state therein that you became a member because you feared you would be 
deported to Japan and that you believed the authorities in charge wished you to become a member of that organi­
zation so that you would learn the Japanese language, culture and customs and so be prepared for life in Japan 
when you were deported and that you did not know the organization had any other purposes.

If you have any doubts as to how you should answer any of the questions in the affidavit form you are to 
fill out for the consul you should ask or write to Samuel Iseri, P. O. Box 646, Central Post Office, Tokyo,-sE&Flfer 
in. ciue. of the Northwest Airlines Inc., 138 Mai'Uiiouohi Building, MaiuhuUClri, Tokyo-. He is one of the committee­
men for the Tule Lake Defense Committee. You may also write to me by air-mail for information.

Very truly yours,
Wayne M. Collins.

IlSSH. Inasmuch as your rights are to he determined in a second mass equity 
suit which is pending in the Diilriot Court and which awaits the outcome or the appeal in the first mass suit you should apply for a passport in 
accordance with the above letter of instruction to renunciants who are 
In the first mass suit*



Form Letter to Renunciants
Dated: March 27, 1950

WAYNE M. COLLINS 
Attorney-at-Law 

Mills Tower, 220 B ush Street 
San  F rancisco 4, California 
Telephone : GArfield 1-1218

March 27,1950
On April 12,1949, U. S. District Judge Louis E. Goodman entered a final judgment cancelling the renuncia­

tions of all renunciants in mass equity suits Nos. 25294-5 on the grounds that each renunciation was the product 
of fear invoked in each renunciant by the duress, coercion and intimidation under which each renunciant was 
held by the government at the time of renunciation. The judgment also declares that the coercion of pressure 
groups in Tule Lake was a mere incident to that government duress.

The judgment prohibits the Attorney General and the Secretary of State and their respective agents and 
consuls in Japan and all the other defendants from depriving you of any of your rights, privileges and immuni­
ties of U, S. citizenship. The defendants took an appeal to the Court of Appeals.

Until recently the defendants have refused to comply fully with the provisions of the judgment. Now, how­
ever, U. S. consuls in Japan, acting on instructions of the State and Justice Departments, will comply partially 
with the judgment until the appeal is decided by the Court of Appeals.

Inasmuch as the Court of Appeals will hear the oral arguments in the mass renunciation suits during the 
first week of May, 1950, you now are at liberty to apply to a U. S. consul in Japan for a passport if you have not already done so.

The consul will supply you with a passport application and also a special affidavit form for a renunciant to 
fill out. Thereupon the forms will be processed through the office of the consul, the Secretary of State and the 
Justice Department in Washington, D. C. If  there is nothing in the affidavits or government records showing that 
you renounced U. S. nationality freely and voluntarily but that you renounced solely through fear induced in 
yop by duress or coercion, the Justice Department will so instruct the Secretary of State’s office and that office 
wil| instruct the consul in Japan and thereupon a passport will be issued to you so that you can return to the United States at your own expense.

However, if the special affidavit you fill out or the Justice Department files contain evidence showing that 
jou renounced U. S. nationality freely and voluntarily and not through fear, duress or coercion the consul will 
notify you that it refuses you a passport. Then you must await the final decision of the Court of Appeals and 
if it decides in your favor the consul will be instructed to issue you a passport without requiring you to fill 
out that special affidavit form and thereupon you can return to the U. S. at your own expense.

All of the matters referred to in the special affidavit that the consul will supply you in connection with your 
application for a passport were matters which were involved in the mass suits and already have been decided in 
your favor and against the government. It is wrongful, therefore, for the State and Justice Departments to 
require you to fill out the affidavit form concerning the reasons why you renounced and why you became a member 
of an organization but until the Court decides the appeal they may continue to impose that requirement on 
you. It is likely, however, that they will relax that policy by the time the appeal is argued in Court because 
tlie government attorneys will not wish the Court to learn that the defendants have flouted Judge Goodman’s 
judgment. Further, the work burden of processing passport applications for some 1800 renunciants will fall 
suddenly upon the State and Justice Departments and this also may convince them they should comply with that judgment without further delay.

If you apply for a passport you should fill out the special affidavit form truthfully and therein state as 
reasons why you renounced U. S. nationality (and asked for repatriation to Japan) the following seven (7) 
reasons showing why you were in fear and renounced:



1. I  was discriminated against and was evacuated and interned without prospect of liberation simply 
beeause of my Japanese ancestry.

2. I was classified and treated as though I was an alien enemy simply because of my Japanese ancestry 
and was deprived of all my citizenship rights and I believed the government had repudiated my citizenship.

3. I had no reasonable opportunity to be relocated in the United States and feared mob violence in 
the event of being relocated.

4. Expecting to be removed to Japan involuntarily I feared that the Japanese in Japan would take 
reprisals against me if I had not renounced U. S. nationality before arrival there.

5. I  feared I would be indefinitely or permanently interned and that there was no escape from intern­
ment except by renouncing citizenship.

6. I believed renunciation was necessary to insure continued internment because I was impoverished 
and had no place to go in the event I was released from internment and I feared mob violence if I was forced 
out of the Center.

7. The conditions prevailing in the Center kept me and my family in a constant state of fear of the 
future and for our safety.
In addition to the foregoing reasons you should also set forth in the affidavit the applicable reasons among 

the following reasons if they also played a part in causing you to renounce, and also any other special reasons you 
may have had:

8. I feared that the alien members of my family would be deported to Japan and that if I did not 
renounce we would be separated forever.

9. My parents (or parent, or husband) expected to be deported to Japan and compelled me to renounce 
in order to accompany them (or him or her).

10. Alien pressure group leaders coerced me into renouncing.
(Note: the above 10 reasons were declared by Judge Goodman’s decision to have been factors which caused 

the renunciations.)
The special affidavit form may ask you whether you at any time refused to swear unqualified allegiance to 

the U, S. If  you refused to answer Question No. 28 in DSS-Form 304A when detained in Tule Lake or in any 
other WRA camp or you answered it “ No” you should state that you did so because:

“ I was in fear because the question was asked only of detained citizens of Japanese ancestry and was 
discriminatory and Question No. 28 required me “ to forswear any form of allegiance or obedience to the 
Japanese Emperor” and, therefore, a “ Yes” answer to that question would have contained a false admission 
that up to that time I  had such a foreign allegiance. ’ ’
If  you became a member of the Hoshi, Seinen or Joshi Dan you should answer that question truthfully in 

the special affidavit form. You should state therein that you became a member because you feared you would be 
deported to Japan and that you believed the authorities in charge wished you to become a member of that organi­
zation so that you would learn the Japanese language, culture and customs and so be prepared for life in Japan 
when you were deported and that you did not know the organization had any other purposes.

If you have any doubts as to how you should answer any of the questions in the affidavit form you are to 
fill out for the consul you should ask or write to Samuel Iseri, P. O. Box 646, Central Post Office, Tokyo, op to-him 
in-care of the Northwest Airlinoo Inc.,1 -188-Manmouchi Building» Marunouehi, Tokyo. He is one of the committee­
men for the Tule Lake Defense Committee. You may also write to me by air-mail for information.

Very truly yours,
Wayne M. Collins.



FORM LETTERWAYNE M. COLLINS 
Attorney at Law jj* g.

Mills Tower, 220 Bush Street 
San Francisco A, California

The Government appealed from the decision 
of Judge Louie E. Goodman and the cases are to 
be argued in the Court of Appeals in San 
Francisco during the first week of May. It 
is my belief that the Government will accept 
the decision of the Circuit Court of Appeals 
as being conclusive. You will be informed 
by a letter from me when the Court of Appeals 
decides the cases.

Very tri



FORM LETTER
WAXNE M* COLLINS 
Attorney at Law US - B

Mills Tower, 220 Bush Street 
San Francisco k 9 California

I Ä Ä I 1 I

The Government appealed from the decision of Judge 
Louis E* Goodman and the cases are to he argued in the 
Court of Appeals in San Francisco during the first week 
of May« It is my belief that the Government will accept 
the decision of the Circuit Court of Appeals as being 
conclusive* Xou will be informed by a letter from me 
when the Court of Appeals decides the cases*

The California Supreme Court has not yet declared 
the Allen Land Law to be unconstitutional and the State 
legislature has not repealed that Allen Land Law* Until 
one or the other of these things has been done9 it is 
unsafe for an alien to purchase real property and until 
the Circuit Court of Appeals decides the status of 
renunciante it is unwise for them to purchase real property 
In consequence a renunciant should not purchase real 
property until the Circuit Court of Appeals decides 
their status* However, any citizen member of a renun­
ciante family can purchase real property for agricul­
tural! commercial and residential purposes*



WAXNE M. COLLINS 
Attorney at Law 

Mille Tower, 220 Bush Street 
San Francisco California
Telephone: Garfield 1-1218

May 29, 1950

Inasmuch as your citizenship rights are to be determined in 
a second mass equity suit which is pending In the District Court 
and which awaits the outcome of the appeal In the first mass 
suit,you should apply for a passport to the nearest 0. S. Consul 
in Japan,

On April 12, 19^9, U. S. District Judge Louis E. Goodman 
entered a final Judgment cancelling the renunciations of all 
renunciante in mass equity suits Nos. 2 5 2 9A- 5  on the grounds that 
each renunciation was the product of fear invoked in each 
renunciant by the duress, coercion and intimidation under which 
each renunciant was held by the government at the time of renun­
ciation. The Judgment also declares that the coercion of pressure 
group® in Tule Lake was a mere incident to that government duress.

The Judgment prohibits the Attorney General and the Secretary 
of State and their respective agents and consuls in Japan and all 
the other defendants from depriving any of the plaintiffs of their 
privileges and Immunities of U, S. citizenship. The defendants 
took an appeal to the Court of Appeals and on May 1, 1950, the 
appeals were argued and submitted to that Court for decision.

Until recently the defendants have refused to comply fully 
with the provisions of the Judgment. Now, however, U. S. consuls 
in Japan, acting on instructions of the State and Justice 
Departments, will comply partially with the Judgment until the 
appeal is decided by the Court of Appeal®.

The consul will supply you with a passport application and 
also a special affidavit form for a renunciant to fill out. 
Thereupon the forms will be processed through the office of the 
consul, the Secretary of State and the Justice Department in 
Washington, D. C. If there is nothing in the affidavits or 
government records showing that you renounced U. S. nationality 
freely and voluntarily but that you renounced solely through 
fear Induced in you by duress or coercion, the Justice Depart­
ment will so Instruct the Secretary of State*s office and that 
office will instruct the consul in Japan and thereupon a pass­
port will be issued to you so that you can return to the United 
States at your own expense.

However, if the special affidavit you fill out or the 
Justice Department files contain evidence showing that you 
renounced U. 8. nationality freely and voluntarily and not 
through fear, duress or coercion, the consul will notify you 
that it refuses you a passport. Then you must await the final 
decision of the Court of Appeals and if it decides in your 
favor the consul will be instructed to issue you a passport 
without requiring you to fill out that special affidavit form 
and thereupon you can return to the U, S. at your own expense.



All of the matters referred to In the special affidavit that 
the consul will supply you In connection with your application 
for a passport were matters which were Involved in the mass suits 
and already have been decided against the government* It is 
wrongful, therefore, for the State and Justice Department® to 
require you to fill out the affidavit form concerning the reasons 
why you renounced and why you became a member of an organisation 
but until the Court decides the appeal they may continue to 
impose that requirement on you* It is likely, however, that 
they will relax that policy by the time the appeal is decided* 
Further, the work burden of processing' passport applications 
for some 1800 renunelants will fall suddenly upon the State and 
Justice Departments and this also may convince them they should 
comply with that Judgment without further delay*

If you apply for a passport you should fill out the special 
affidavit form truthfully and therein state as reasons why you 
renounced U* 8. nationality (and asked for repatriation to Japan) 
the following seven (7) reason® showing why you were in fear and 
renounced:

1. I was discriminated against and was evacuated and interned without prospect of liberation simply 
because of my Japanese ancestry.

2. I was classified and treated as though I was an alien enemy simply because of my Japanese ancestry 
and was deprived of all my citizenship rights and I believed the government had repudiated my citizenship.

3. I had no reasonable opportunity to be relocated in the United States and feared mob violence in 
the event of being relocated.

4. Expecting to be removed to Japan involuntarily I feared that the Japanese in Japan would take 
reprisals against me if I had not renounced U. S. nationality before arrival there.

5. I feared I would be indefinitely or permanently interned and that there was no escape from intern­
ment except by renouncing citizenship.

6. I believed renunciation was necessary to insure continued internment because I was impoverished 
and had no place to go in the event I was released from internment and I feared mob violence if I was forced 
out of the Center.

7. The conditions prevailing in the Center kept me and my family in a constant state of fear of the 
future and for our safety.
In addition to the foregoing reasons yon should also set forth in the affidavit the applicable reasons among 

the following reasons if they also played a part in causing you to renounce, and also any other special reasons you 
may have had:

8. I feared that the alien members of my family would be deported to Japan and that if I did not 
renounce we would be separated forever.

9. My parents (or parent, or husband) expected to be deported to Japan and compelled me to renounce 
in order to accompany them (or him or her).

10. Alien pressure group leaders coerced me into renouncing.
(Note: the above 10 reasons were declared by Judge Goodman’s decision to have been factors which caused 

the renunciations.)
The special affidavit form may ask you whether you at any time refused to swear unqualified allegiance to 

the U. S. If you refused to answer Question No. 28 in DSS-Form 304A when detained in Tule Lake or in any 
other WRA camp or you answered it “ No” you should state that you did so because:

“ I was in fear because the question was asked only of detained citizens of Japanese ancestry and was 
discriminatory and Question No. 28 required me “ to forswear any form of allegiance or obedience to the 
Japanese Emperor” and, therefore, a “ Yes” answer to that question would have contained a false admission 
that up to that time I had such a foreign allegiance. ’ ’
If you became a member of the Iloshi, Seinen or Joshi Dan you should answer that question truthfully in 

the special affidavit form. You should state therein that you became a member because you feared you would be 
deported to Japan and that you believed the authorities in charge wished you to become a member of that organi­
zation so that you would learn the Japanese language, culture and customs and so be prepared for life in Japan 
when you were deported and that you did not know the organization had any other purposes.

If you have any doubts as to how you should answer any of the questions in the affidavit form you are to 
fill out for the consul you should ask or write to Samuel Iseri, P. O. Box 646, Central Post Office, Tokyo, or to him 
iiixa^o of the NurlhwesL Aiilines inter,-138 Marunuuehi Building, Maiunuuehi, Tokyo. l i e is one of the committee­
men for the Tule Lake Defense Committee. You may also write to me by air-mail for information.

Very truly yours,
Wayne M. Collins



WAYNE M. COLLINS 
Attorney at Law letter to renunoiant 

plaintiffs 
re propertyMills Tower, 220 Bush Street 

San Francisco A, California
June 26, 1950

On May 1st the appeal taken by the defendants in 
the mass renunciation suits was argued in the Circuit 
Court of Appeals* A decision from that Court is 
expected from day to day and when it has been rendered 
you will receive a letter from me or the Tule Lake 
Defense Committee informing you of its details*

The California Supreme Court has not yet declared 
the Alien Land Law to be unconstitutional and the State 
legislature has not repealed that Alien Land Law.
Until one or the other of these things has been done, 
it is unsafe for an alien to purchase real property and 
until the Circuit Court of Appeals decides the status 
of renunciante it Is unwise for them to purchase real 
property. In consequence a renuneiant should not 
purchase real property until the Circuit Court of 
Appeals decides their status* However, any citizen 
member of a renuneiant1s family can purchase real 
property for agricultural, commercial and residential 
purposes*

¥ery truly yours,



Mrs. Shlzuko Fujlta 
151 11th At®.
Seattle* Washington
Deax* Mrs* Fujlta:

' The second mass renunciation suit was filed in the 
District Court and the matter is held in abeyance pend­
ing the determination of the first mass renunciation 
suit In which a decision from the Circuit Court of 
Appeals is expected from day to day. When that decision 
is rendered it,. Is' likely'that it also will be conclusive 
upon the status of the renunoi&nts in the second suit. 
When the decision is handed down you,will be informed 
thereof by a letter from me or from the Tule Lake 
Defense Committee. If you wish your citizenship status 
to be cleared perhaps before the Circuit Court of 
Appeals decision 1b rendered in order to be of assistance 
to your husband in acquiring property you should apply 
to a U. B. Consul in Japan for a passport and if he 
grants you a clearance that will be evidence of recogni­
tion by our Government of your U. 3, citizenship and w lU 
enable you to execute any necessary legal documents con­
cerning the transfer of property.

If your husband Is a citizen of the U, 0« and is 
in the United States and wishes to buy land, he may do 
bo individually and have you execute 1 waiver of any 
interest In that property until such time as your 
citizenship status'' is entirely clarified* I am enclos­
ing a printed form of letter I sent to the renunciantss 
in the first mass renunciation suit, which outlines the 
procedure whereby you may apply for | passport.

Very truly yours.



November* 6, 1950

Mr* Shlgekl Higashi 
McDonald Tillage 
Stockton, California
Dear Mr* Higashi:

In reply to your letter of October 28, 1950, I wish to 
inform you that there is no law that prevents renunciante from 
owning, possessing and transferring personal property* Until 
the Circuit Court of Appeals decides the appeals taken by the 
government in the mass renunciation suits, or until the 
California Supreme Court holds the Alien Land Law unconstitu­
tional, or until the State Legislature repeals it, renunciante 
should not purchase real property, that is to say. land or buildings*

The mere drafting of a renunolant does not make him a 
United States citizens* It is possible that even aliens who 
are drafted and served in the armed forces may, by statute 
to be enacted at some future date, be enabled to become 
naturalized citizens of the United States*

If a renunciant is granted a passport jto visit Japan after 
first having filed the affidavit required of renunciante show­
ing why they renounced, they will not lose their citizenship 
by such a visit and they should, of course, obtain a re—entry 
permit after a passport has been issued to them. The re-entry 
permit may be obtained by applying to the U, S, Immigration and 
Naturalization Service*

The renunciante who are in the mass suits who are now 
in Japan have had their renunciations cancelled by judgment 
of the District Court* In consequence, they are and will 
remain citizens of the U* S* unless and until an appropriate 
court sets aside that judgment* A number of the renunolants 
have returned and are returning to the United States* They 
are requested to fill out applications for passports in Japan 
and If the Justice Department and State Department clears them, 
they are able to return* If the Circuit Court of Appeal® 
affirms the judgment of the District Court, all the renunciante 
in the ease will h© permitted to return without having to file 
special affidavit! there.

Until the Circuit Court decides the case, renunciante should not vote.
Very truly yours,



December A, 1950

Mr« Frank Norikane 
HI 0* Box 27?
Vial nut Grove, Calif*
Dear Mr* Norik&ne J

The appeals taken by the Government from the Judg­
ment cancelling the mace renunciations were argued in 
the Circuit Court of Appeals on May 1st and submitted 
to that court for decision* I have been waiting from 
day to day for that decision to be handed down and when 
it la you will be informed thereof by letter from me*

You should keep your alien registration card in 
your possession until we know the final result of the 
Circuit Court* s' opinion*

If you apply for a Federal or state civil service 
Job you should show on your application that you 
renounced U,S* nationality at Tula Lake as a result of 
governmental duress and then state that the U. B* 
District Court at San Francisco on April 12, 19^9, 
cancelled your renunciation because it wag executed by 
reason of duress and declared you to be a native born 
citizen* You should then state that the government 
appealed the case to the Circuit Court of Appeals for 
the Ninth Circuit and that we are awaiting Its decision.

Very truly yours,


