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HENRY W.KEYES. N. H. WILLIAM H. KING, UTAH
DAVID A. REED, PA. WILLIAM J. HARRIS, GA.
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M. A. CONNOR, CLERK

COMMITTEE ON IMMIGRATION

January 16, 1929

Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, Jr.
Attorney at Law

Mills Building

San Francisco, California.
My dear Jaeck:

I have just received my income tax blank. I can
make out the statement here, but last year I included
in it, of course, and will do so this year, the rentals
received by Mother. Can you tell me what offsets the
word "to these rentals" in the matter of taxes, et cetera.
Of course Mother hasn't any statements, for 1 assume
they are lost as soon as received. I do not wish any
statement really, but simply the amount received and
the amount I am entitled to deduct.

Pardon me for bothering you about this, but if
vou could send me anything from which I can write my

Ad@%&bh@d.statement in the regard mentioned, I would

greatly appreciate ift.

Hastily and affectionately,



EXPENSES re 887 GREEN STREET
1928

Maddisen & Burke {(Taxes)iveieevesos v ed3L5:93
JOM'AndeI‘SOn.CQCOGC."..l.l........ 6.00
Madison & Burke Taxes 2nd InsSteecee 255.51
Aff. Estate Keith (50¢ each mO.)e-s £.00
s T A T T S TS T e i o T R O 0 T O e L Lot (G 1C)
MADISON & BURKE (Taxes lst Inste)es 399.58
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TILLMAN ESTATE (5 Months at $30.

P ettlne Bt S0 o R oS e o e s e o s ei e B0 060

SL5LLS8E
FROM KEITH ESTATE

12 Monthx at $275. $3300.00
EXDENSESesseeseses 1511.02

$1788.,98




HIRAM W. JOHNSON ——
CHAIRMAN

WMnited States Henate

COMMITTEE ON IMMIGRATION
January 22, 1929

¥r. Hiram W.Johnson, Jr.,

Attorney at law,

Mills Building,

San Francisco, California

My dear Jack:

Yesterday I received yours of 18th relating to the
assessment on Mother's River Farms' stock. I think Dr.Dow's
suggestion was more than kind. I want you to thank him for
me, and express to him my warmest appreciation; and I do ap-
preciate quite beyond expression his thoughtfulness. While
I have been deeply touched by what you have written, I prefer
that the matter be not done that way. I hate to let the
stock go, for I have thought it might be rather a valuable
asset for your Liother in case anything untoward should transpire.
I am reluctant, too, to use the ready cash I have in the Don-
ochoe, Kelly Bank, in payment of another assessment. I would
like to leave the declislon to you as to what ought to be done,
but I realize this is not entirely fair; and that such decis-
ions one must make for himeelfy and in rather hesitating fashion,
therefore, I have concluded to do what is essentisl, and I en-
close you herein my check on the Donohoe-Kelly Banking Company,
to your order, for $2585.00 in payment of the assessment.

You'll remember that you paid cquite a large assessment at
onetime upon this stock’ and in January, 1938, I peid one of

like amount with that we are now considering. It looks like

sending good money after bad. I have been wondering just how




many shares there were of the company, and just how much
is realized by one of these assessments, Some day, at your
convenience, write me.

I have not attempted to enter into any explanations in
this note with you as to my desire not to accept the suggest-
lon that has been made, and it is difficult to write at all
concerning the matter without being misunderstood. Believe,
me, my dear son, I am deeply grateful for the suggestion, and
what I know was the kindness and affeetion behind it. My
refusal to accept it is solely because of the strange and pecu-
liar, and perhaps unfathomable temperament that is mine.

With love to all,

Affectionately,

Ve P o




L
)
\

Vlnafed Dlates DHenale

«/%V&M Lii wn. Arohs] % jf///zf e
/

@MW&{(%
A ILAL L Pnare  AnA  Frorc  Aenfzmen —
Wﬁm% %%/ Py
4%/.% S Awtraon Ingacf. form— tetfer—
/%Jfrm«, /0744/»%%& A ey
e ' 4 st P Aat e
| i e PryeecfaE T
7’)7 drr ~ e /ﬂmc MZM/ los b
/#LW%‘VM(W and S Cen ant, Lend
g s A MW A 7. Jpwr  Insrfor—
441//0‘&17/0%-— Gl W W/ diteceFness
Wwﬁ-\;ﬁ@wﬂ/@%% A g
byl | B
LA of%ﬁﬁ.(/www/




Wlnited Dlates DHenale

WASHINGTON, D.C.

g L il Neally, .

F—lonpe p
o G ) \

Hrrcts, F flor., Sfovrna.  dngd o @nte, wce A

Z

MMD Py e lrFr-ae

% ﬁ% Ao/ A=

S Ky

Hhe a0 Loty ; lut S Aae s

A \
%fv\/b Hce U Lneccede)

ar aex M

%QW/{W
/Wm

»



POSTAL TELE&APH - COMMERCIAL CABLES

PR IDENT.
D S i This is a full-rate Telegram or Cable-
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e e N4
GLL. GORTL. UINICN BLDG.R 0w/ A O o BLue | DAY LETTER
375 MGNTGOMERY ST. AL 1) CABLES TU ALL NITE | NIGHT TELEGRAM
PHONE KEARNY 1000  LOCAL i 5 / LCO | DEFERRED

i NLT CaBLE LETTER
|ND|¢A$ESN<?£ 13'_:»'_"-2 I:IIEESSAGE 5 T H E w u R LD WLT | WEEK END LETTER

lForm 16 DBL

~F 12 SF WP 914ANM 82 SUBFIX 81 WORD °

ST WASHINGTON DC FEB 4 1929
MAJOR ARCHIBALD M JOHNSON

ATTY AT LAW MILLS BLDG SANFRANCISCO CALIF
FELICITATIONS OF YOUR TWO FOND PARENTS ON THIS DAY YOU HAVE REASON
FOR CONGRATULATION BUT WE TOO AS HAPPENS TO FEW PARENTS CAN CONGRATULATE
OURSELVES AND WHILE ADMITTING ALL OF THE GOOD AND THE FINE THINGS ABOUT OUR
SON WE ARE BURSTING WITH PLEASURE AND PRIDE THAT HE IS OURS STOP HAVE A
GOOD TIME TODAY AND WHILE YOU ARE HAVING IT KEEP IN MIND THAT THE TWO
OLD FOLKS ARE THINKING OF YOU ALL OUR LOVE TO OUR DEAR SON

MOTHER AND DAD



POSTAL TELRGRAPH - CDMMW?CIAL CABLES

CLARENCE H. MACKAY, PRESIDENT
This s a full-rate Telegram or
gram unless otherwise indicated by

CAL, GOML UNIOK BLDG. MESARAL:TN VR &5 CABLEGRAMS [EEEvlsaii i

315 MONTGOMER)
I owen o 6 N LA O ¢
RNY 1000 LOCAL 4 22 NIGHT LETTER
: NIGHT TELEGRAM

> »/ | DEFERRED
CABLE LETTER

T H E W U R LD WEEK END LETTER

STANDARD TIME
INDICATED ON THIS MESSAGE

Ferm 16 Dbl

F72S FMB2PM 20
ST WASHINGTON DC FEB 8 1929

HIRAM W JOHNSON JR
ATTORNEY AT LAW MILLS BLDG SANFRANCISCO CALIF

| THINK IN BOX AT BANK IS A THOUSAND DOLLAR LIBERTY BOND WILL YOU PLEASE

OBTAIN SELL AND WIRE PROCEEDS
HiRAM W JOHNSON



HIRAM W.JOHNSON, CALIF., CHAIRMAN

HENRY W. KEYES.N. H, WILLIAM H. KING, UTAH = -
FRANK B, WILLIS, GHIQ WILLIAM J. HARRIS, GA,

DAVID A, REED, PA,

ROYAL 8, COPELAND, N, Y.

GERALD P. NYE, N, DAK, COLE. L. BLEASE, 8. C.

ARTHUR R, GQULD, ME,  MUBERT D, STEPHENS. MISS, ’mtni{eb f%{a{eﬁ ’%enafe

M. A. CONNOR, CLERK

COMMITTEE ON IMMIGRATIOM

February 11, 1929
¥ajor Archibald l.Johnson,
Attorney at law,
Mills Bldg.,
San Francisco, Califormnia
My dear Arch:

Singularly enough I was present when the matter of
horses that might be kept by officers in the army came
up. I was there, because of the Sacramento River 1tems,
vhich constituted the toughest little contests I have had
since I have been here, I was very glad to be of what
1ittle aid I coul in having the senate bill carry the
right to more than one horse. It probably would have
been fatal to have said anything about polo, so the ne-
cessity was put upon other grounds. The Bill now goes to
conZerence, and I think the senate amendment will be retained.

ik

Affectionately,
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ALWAYS

Received at 722 Market St., San Francisco, Calif., A %en
l AALZ 20 GOVT=SN WASHINGTON DC 13 835A 520 FEB 13 I & 07

VAJOR A M JOHNSON=
A.TTY AT LAW MI1LLS BLDG SANFRANCISCO CALIF=!

AAVE APPOINTED STILWELL TO WESTPOINT [T 18 ABSOLUTELY _
ESSENTIAL IN MY APPOINTMENT THAT THE APPCINTEE BE A REEHDEII‘IT
OF C/_\LIFORNIA-‘-

HIRAW W JOHNSON..

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE



HIRAM W. JOHNSON, CALIF.. CHAIRMAN
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M. A, CONNOR, CLERK

COMMITTEE ON IMMIGRATION

February 28, 1929
Major Archibald M.Johnson,
Attorney at law,
Mills Building,
San Francisco, California
My dear Arch:

Your letter which was received this week made me
feel badly. I am sorry you have had so much sickness,
and then on top of it, to get your knee oracked, and
for Martha to dislocate her shoulder, I do hope this
note will find you all on the way to recovery. The
world looks pretty dark under misfortune,such as this,
and I can't tell you how much I sympathize with you.
Welre in & %errible gtate here endeavoring to move from
our old house into another, which Mother is attempting
to make over, and doing this at the close of a session,
maintaining long hours, lengthy night sessions, and
where everybody is wrought up to the highest pitch and
in a state of irritable exhaustion. Add to this, the
fever of a new inauguration in Washington, and perhaps
from a different standpoint you may sympathize with my
present ills.

We adjourn Monday next.For a brief time we'll be in
extra session on Cabinet appointments, and the like,

possibly a few days. If the extra session to be called

by Hoover is called for the end of April, 1 shail try to



X 2. fi f
run out tdkCalifornia. 15 E I A ] céiied for the early
part of April I will not make the attempt. I want to
come to San Francisco, and make my arrangements with
Theodore, and if I can, get srarted in the work which
it is absolutely essential I begin.

I am sending you this note on Thursday because by
Saturday every member of the senate will be insane, and
because I shall then be in one room, with workmen all
abouQ?r& will be worse than insane, and probably then,
there will be no opportunity to write.

Our new address is 122 Maryland Avenue, Northeast,
Washington, D.C.

Love to Martha and yourself from both of us.

Affectionately,

Y,



HIRAM W. JOHNEON, CALIF., CHAIRMAN

Hiram W. Johnson Papers
o Bancroft Library

HENRY W.KEYES, N. H.  WILLIAM H, KINQ, UTAH -

DAVID A. REED, PA. WELLIAM J. HARRIS, QA

GERALD P, NYE. N. DAK  ROYAL 8. COPELAND, N. Y.
ARTHUR R. GOULD, ME. COLE. L. BLEASE, & C.

JAMES E. WATSON, IND.  HUBERT 0. STEPHENS, MIg. ’;Jcnifeb F%hfeg %enafe

M. A. CONNOR, CLERK

COMMITTEE ON IMMIGRATION

March 1, 1929
Mr. Hiram W. Johnson,Jr.,
Attorney at law,
Mills Bldg.,
San Francisco, California
My dear Jack:

Governor Pinchot leaves on a great adventure on a
big sailing vessel. He is going to the Grand Cayman.
In gonversation with him I related the day we spent
there. He asked me if I would give him a note to the
British Resident or Governor. I don't remember the
names, of course. Can you immediately give me the
names, -Carl would have them in his diary if there 1is
no other way to get them,- so that I may give the Gov-

ernor little notes of introduction.

Hastily and affeétionately,

Y
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POSTAL TEL2GRAPH - COMMERCIAL CABLES

RECEIVED AT CLARENCE H MACKAY. PRESIDENT

This is a full-rate Telegram or Cable-

TELEGRAMS I o TABLECRANS it Sl s

BLUE DAY LETTER
NL NigHT LETTER
TD ALL NITE NIGHT TELEGRAM
B oW _‘?’5 LCO DEFERRED
STANDARD TIME I AORLD" NLT | CaBLE LETTER
INDICATED ON THIS MESSAGE o v THE WURLD WLT | WEEK END LETTER

| o ] -'.‘I'. 3 ,At:'! 2-
CHE25 U8 GOVT 7 07

ST WASHINGTTN DC 5

HIRAM W JOHNSON JR
ATTORNEYOAR LAW MILLS BLDG SANFRANCISCO CALIF

YOUR NIGHTLETTER CONCERNING BROADCASTING JUST RECEIVED STOP |
REGRET PROFOUNDLY THAT SITUATION PREVENTS ME FROM
ACCEPTING PLEASE EXPRESS TO THOSE WHO INVITED ME MY DEEPEST
APPRECIATION OF THE INVITATION MY THANKS FCR lT%NDHOW SORRY | AM
| CAN NOT DO AS SUGGESTEDAM WRITING YOU TODAY |

HIRAM W JOHNSON. .
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HIRAM W. JOHNSQON, CALIF., CHAIRMAN
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GQERALD P. NYE, N. DAK ROYAL 8. COPELAND, N. Y.

Y s AVlnifed Slafes Benade

M. A. CONNOR, CLERK

COMMITTEE. ON IMMIGRATION

March 6, 1928
Mr. Hiram W.Johnson, Jr.,
Attorney at law,
Mills Building,
San Francisco, California
My dear Jack:

Thank you very much for your telegram about Grand
Cayman. I wrote the letters as desired by Governor
Pinchot and sent them to him today. He has a big sail-
ing vessel with a Desel engine in it. He expects to
leave this month to be gone eight or nine months, and to
cover the South Sea Islands. Mrs. Pinchot, his son, a
doctor, a couple of guests, and a couple of scientists
accompany them.

We have been intensely interested in what you said
about the boys. That Hiram is growing into a young man
1s obvious from what you write. How interesting it will
be to watch him nowl

I wanted you to know how utterly impossble it is for
Mother to write at present. I am sending you and Arch
today a rough drawing of the three floors of our house.
From them you probably will get a much better idea than
my attempted description yesterday. Every bit of work
is being mapped out and superintended by your Mother.

She is literally making over every room in the house,



Hiram W. Johnson Papers

P\ TR Bancroft Library

<

Mr. Hiram W.ﬁohnson, diss T3

and when I say making over, I mean building over. She
has knocked out partitions, built in new doorways, and
closed up others, and has reconstructed entirely the
original plan of the inside of the establishment. We
get up at seven o'clock in the morning, - sleeping now
in the room designated as ours upon the second floor -
get what breakfast Joe can give us, lunch at the Senate
restaurant, and dine wherever we can and whatever time is
convenient for Mother. The workmen arrive at seven thirty
and they include carpenters, paper hangers, plumbers,
the electrician, and steamfitters, and tomorrow, it is
hoped to add, the masons to build a brick wall. We have
about an hour together at night for the men under arrange-
ments with her work over time, and Sundays. She is so
worn and weary at night time that my heart aches for her.
It is imposd ble to do anything however, or to have her
save herself in the slightest degree. If we can get through
the infernal thing without your Mother being sick I will
be extremely thankful.

We do hope Miss 8chow is all well again, and that the
dear laddies keep their health.

With all our love,

Affectionately,

e
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HIRAM W. JOHNSON, CALIF,, CHAIRMAN
HENRY W, KEYES, N. H. WILLIAM H. KING, UTAH =
FRANK B. WILLIS,OHIO  WILLIAMJ. HARRIS. GA.
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ARTHUR R. GOULD, ME. HUBERT D. STEPHENS. MI58. ] m cnifeb 5{“{25 &ena{e

M. A, CONNOR, CLERK

COMMITTEE ON IMMIGRATION
¥arch 16, 1929
My dear Boys:

I am sending you two maps today showing the
locations of our property and the squares adjoining.
The large figure,one in red, and the other in blue,
represent the proposed Supreme Court Building. I have
marked the maps in the lower left hand corner "1" and
"3" respectively. I am sending these so that you may,
if you are interested, have them before you, when I
write you next week in detail concerning our situation
here, and the developments that have recently arisen,
and gave rise to my note of the other day. The maps
are sent rolled up in a regular mailing case. I am
advising you of this fact, so that when you receive it

in & roll you will know what it is.

Affecfionately,Kzizﬁ(////

P:8: The maps are addressed to Jack.
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Hiram W. Johnsen Papers
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HIRAM W, JOHNSON, CALIF.. CHA!RMAN
HENRY W, KEYES, N. H,  WILLIAM H. KING, UTAH b g <«
FRANK B. WiLLIS, OHIO  WILLIAM J. HARRIS, QA.

DAVID A. REED, PA. ROYAL 8. COPELAND, N, Y.

GERALD P, NYE, N. DAK, COLE. L. BLEASE, 8. C. rs
ARTHUR R, QOULD, ME, HUBERT D. STEPHENS, MISS.
Vlnited Hiafes Denafe
M. A, CONNDR, CLERK

COMMITTEE ON IMMIGRATION

March 20, 1939
My dear Sons:

Day before yesterday I sent you a long statement in
regard to our troubles with our new home. I am sending
you herein, merely that you may underetand the gsituation,
the history of the site for the Supreme Court Building
from its inception. I shall not again write you about the
matter in any detail, because, first, I don't want to un-
load my troubles, and secondly, constant reiteration of
one's difficulties, however arising, are a nuisance and a
bore. I am feeling better about the situation now. Smoot
arrived yesterdsy, and has become a decided ally. My
colleagues, with whom I have been quietly taking the matter
up, are eympathetie, and the Methodists have afforded me a
little ray of humor. They sec a deep, dark conspiracy on
the part of the Catholics and wets to destroy their cher-
ished property, and they are in the fight with both feet.
I am hoping to stifle the attempted appropriation of our
block 726 in ite initial stages, that is, first in the
Supreme Court Building Commission itself, and if unsuccess-
ful there, in the Senate Committee on Publie Buildings and
Grounds. Today, for the first time it seems that with the
very powerful aid of Smoot this may be accomplished. Aand
now, I will dismiss the subject in my letters to you, with



Hiram W, Johnson Papers
Bencroft Library

apologies for having taken up so much space and time in

writing you. ¥y excuse is that I have done nothing else

since the blow fell on the 123th of March, and that since

then your liother and I have been really very greatly
worried and concerned.
With our love to all,

Affectionately,




RESUME OF PROCEEDINGS FOR SELECTION AND
ACQUISITION OF SITE FOR SUPREME COURT BUILDING

May 25, 1926, An Act entitled "An Act to provide
for the construction of public buildings, and for other
purposes" was apnroved and became g law,

On page one of this Act is contained the following:

"Provided, however, That the Secretary of the
Treasury is also authorized to acquire a site
for a building for the Supreme Court of the
United States,™

Section 6 of the Act provides that no lands for
sites shall be acquired without prior approval of the
Commission ereated by the Act of March 1, 1919,

The Act of lMarch 1, 1919, created the Public Build-
ings Commission to be composed of two Senators to be
appointed by the President of the Senate and two Members

of the House of Representatives to be annointed by the

S3peaker, who shall serve thereon only so long as they

Hiram W. Johnson Papers
Bancroft Library

are Members of Congress, and the Architect of the Canitol,

the officer in charge of public buildings and grounds,
and the supervising architect, or the acting supervising
architect of the Treasury during any vacancey in saild
office,

June B, 1726, a letter signed by Justieces Taft, Van
Devanter, Butler, Sanford, and Stone, was addressed to

Senator Smoot, and recommended the sequisition of a site



Hiram W. Johnson Papers
ok Bancroft Library

for the Supreme Court Building in the square or block

"north of the Library ovpposite the
Capitol grounds,"

June 8, 1926, a letter signed by lr. Justice Taft,
and addressed to Colonel Grant urged Colonel Grant to
proceed with the recommendations made in the letter to
Senator Smoot,.

November 17, 1926, the Public Buildings Commission
duly passed a resolution, which in the minutes of the
meeting appears in the following language:

"Unon motion of Mr, Elliott, s regolntion
was pasged that the condemnation and purchase
of property in Squareg 727 and 728, bounded
by Marylahd Avenue, LEast Capitol Street, -lst

and 2nd Streets, N. E., for the site of the
new Supreme Court Building, be authorized."

Thereafter, on November 19, 1926, the Public Build-
ings Commission consistings then of Senators Reed Smoot
and Claude Swanson, Representatives Fritz G. Lanham and
Richard N. Ellliott, Architect David Lynn, Supervising
Architect of the Treasury James A, Wetmore, and Major
U. 8. Grant, 3rd, wrote Honorable Andrew W, Mellon, Secre-
tary of the Treasury, and among other things stated:

"A resolution was passed that the condem-
nation and purchase of the property in squarcs
727 and 728, bounded by Maryland Avenue, Last
Capitol Strest, 1lst and 2nd Strests, N, E.,

for the site of the Supreme Court 3Building, be
authorized.”

This letter was signed "Reed Smoot, Chairman”.

Thereafter proceedings for condemnation were &nsti-
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tuted in the District of Columbia, court cause docket
number 1911, wherein was filed the letter of the Public
Buildings Commission, and subsequently the request of
the Secretary of the Treasury to the Attorney General
to proceed in condemnation of the proposed two blocks

727 and 728.

December 5, 1328, a decree of award was given by
the Court, from which nine owners appealed.

February 18, 1920, a jury on appeals made awards
in the sald nine instances,

The entire condemnation of blocks 727 and 728, and

nothing else, has been consummated and the full amount

of the payment of the property has been asuthorized by

the congress. The last sum authorized was in the last
deficiency bill jJjust prior to the adjournment of congress,
$268,000, Full payment has been made for the said blocks
727 and 728 selected for the Supreme Court Building.

Among the naners in the case before the Court was
a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury to the Attorney
General reclting that pursuant to authority in the Act of
May, 1226, the Secretary of the Treasury had selected
bloecks 727 and 728, which selection had the anrproval of

the Public Buildings Commission, and that the Secretary
of the Treasury, having failed to acquire by purchage at
a reasonable price, the Attorney General is requested to

»roceed with condemnation.



December 21, 1928, an Act of Congress was duly
anproved, entitled "An Act to provide for the submis-
sion to the Congress of preliminary plans and estimates
of costs for the construction of a building for the
Supreme Court of the United States",

In the first section of the Act o commission to be
knovn as the "United States Supreme Court Building Com=-
mission,"to be composed of the Chief Justice of the
United States, an associste justice of the United States
to be designated by the Supreme Court of the United
States, the chairman and the ranking minority member of
the Committee on Publie Buildings and Grounds of the
Senate, the chairman and the ranking minority member
of the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds of the
House of Renresentatives, and the Architect of the Capi-
tol. The Architect of the Capitol is designated as
executive officer of the Commission,

Section 2 of the Act authoiizes the commission to
nrocure preliminary plans and estimates of costs for the
congtruction, and the furnighing and equipping, of a
suitable building, for the accommodation and exclusive
uge of the Sunreme Court of the United States; such

building to be erected upon the site heretofore acquired

for that »urnose.

In 1929 the Annual Report of the Public Buildings
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Commission for the year 1928 was printed and upon page
7 anpears the following:

"While studiss and plans for thre new
building for the United States Supreme Court
are not at this time available, a site for
that building has been decided upon, The
gite chosen is on squares 727 and 728, bounded
on the north by lMaryland Avenue, on the south
by HRast Canitol Street, on the east hy Second
Strest, and on the west by First Street, N. E.
The gsite was selected with future development
of the section in mind,

"For acquisition of the proverty $l,500,000
hag been anpropriated but anpeals by property
owners have, in the course of condemnation
proceadings, been awarded in excess of that
amount. A deficiency bill of {268,741, for the
excess in awards rendered up to the nresent
time is now pending, and as there are still
gome additional anpeals to be settled it is
likely that the entire purchase will involve
an even larger expenditure, In order to avoid
further delay an attempt is being made %o
secure legislation to take care of awards as
they are rendered without regard to the total
cost,

"Without unusual further delays, the ac-
quisition of tre site sho»1ld be completed be-
fore the end of the fiscal year 1929,"

HMareh 3, 1929, a meeting was held of the Supreme
Court Commission, the following members beins present:
The Chief Justice, William H, Taft, Mr, Justice Van
Devanter, Senator James A. Reed, Senator Hernry W. Xeyes,
Representative Richard . Elliott, Representative Fritz
C. Lanham, and Mr, David Lynn. A resolution was adopted
at this meeting aunthorizing Mr. Lynn to prepare a form
of contract with Cass Gilbert, an architect of New York
City, for the preparation of vreliminary plans and esti-

mates of cost and models for the Supreme Court Building,
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and to submit the proposed contract to the Commission

for sction at its next meeting. The following resolu-

tidn moved by the Chief Justice, and seconded by Justice

Tan Devanter was also carried:

"Resolved that 3enator Reed and the
Architect of the Capitol, constitute a com-
mittee to take into consideration the enalrgment
0of the proposed 3Supreme Court lot, to include
all the property bounded by Maryland Avenue,
Pirst Street, B a2:d Second, which includes the
property now occupied by the Methodist Building."
The first intimation or suggestion to any of those

interested, save the Supreme Court Building Commission,

that there was any thought whatsoever in any person's

mind to acquire the property inecluding the Methodist

Building was March 12, 1929, This property referred to

in the resolution quoted, adonted March 3, 19229, consti-

tutes block 726, and this block in none of the proceedings

has ever been refoerred to. Blocks 727 and 728 constitute

the land selected for the Suvreme Court Building site.



RESUME OF PROCEEDINGS FOR SELECTION AND
ACQUISITION OF SITE FOR SUPREME COURT BUILDING

May 25, 1926, An Act entitled "An Act to provide
for the construction of public buildings, and for other
purposes” was anproved and became a law,

On page one of this Act is contained the following:

"Provided, however, That the Secretary of the
Treasury is also authorized to acquire a site
for & building for the Supreme Court of the
United States,”

Section 6 of the Act provides that no lands for
gites shall be acquired without prior approval of the
Commigssion ereated by the Act of March 1, 1919.

The Act of Marech 1, 1919, created the Public Build-
ings Commission to be composed of two Senators to be
appointed by the President of the Senate and two Members
of the House of Representatives to be sppointed by the
Speaker, who shall serve thereon only so long as they
are Members of Congress, and the Architect of the Capitol,
the officer in charge of public buildings and grounds,
and the supervising architect, or the acting supervising
architect of the Treasury during any vacaney in said
office.

June 8, 1926, a letter signed by Justices Taft, Van
Devanter, Butler, Sanford, and Stone, was addressed to

Senator Smoot, and recommended the acquisition of a site
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for the Supreme Court Building in the square or block

"north of the Library opposite the
Capitol grounds.”

June 8, 1926, a letter signed by Mr. Justice Taft,
and addressed to Colonel Grant urged Colonel Grant to
proceed with the recommendations made in the letter to
Senator Smoot.

November 17, 1926, the Public Buildings Commission
duly passed a resolution, whiech in the minutes of the
meeting appears in the following language:

"Upon motion of Mr. Elliott, a resolution
was passed that the condemnation and purchase
of property in Squares 727 and 728, bounded
by Maryland Avenuse, East Oapitol Street, lst
and 2nd Streets, N. E., for the site of the
new Supreme Court Building, be authorized.”

Thereafter, on November 19, 1926, the Public Build-
ings Commission consigting then of Senators Reed Smoot
and Claude Swanson, Representatives Fritz G. Lanham and
Richard N. Elliott, Architect David Lynn, Supervising
Architect of the Treasury James A, Wetmore, and Major
U. S. Grant, 3rd, wrote Honorable Andrew W. Mellon, Secre-
tary of the Treasury, and among other things stated:

"A resolution was passed that the condem-
nation and purchase of the property in squares
727 and 728, bounded by Maryland Avenue, Rast
Capitol Street lst and 2nd Streets, N, E.,

for the site of the Supreme Court Bullding, be
authorized."

This letter was signed "Reed Smoot, Chairman".

Thersafter proceedings for condemnation were insti-
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tuted in the Disfrict of Columbia, eourt cause docket
number 1911, wherein was filed the letter of the Publiec
Buildings Commission, and subsequsently the request of
the Secretary of the Treasury to the Attorney General
to proceed in condemnation of the proposed two blocks

727 and 728.

December 5, 1928, a decree of award was given by
the Court, from which nine owners appealed.

February 18, 1929, a jury on appeals made awards
in the said nine instances,

The entire condemnation of blocks 727 and 728, and

nothing else, hss been consummated snd the full amount

of the payment of the property has been authorized dy

the congress. The last sum authorized was in the last
deficiency bill just prior to the adjourmment of congress,
$268,000, PFull payment has been made for the said blocks
727 and 728 selected for the Supreme Court Building.

Among the papers in the case before the Court was
a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury to the Attornsey
General reciting that pursuant to authority in the Act of
May, 1926, the Secretary of the Treasury had selected
blocks 727 and 788, which selection had the approval of

the Public Buildings Commission, and that the Secretary
of the Treasury, having failed to acquire by purchase at
a reasonsble price, the Attorney General is requested to

proceed with condemnation.



December 21, 1928, an Act of Congress was duly
approved, entitled "An Aet to provide for the submis-
sion to the Congress of preliminary plans and estimates
of costs for the construction of a building for the
Supreme Court of the United States”.

In the first section of the Act a commission to be
known as the "United States Supreme Court Building Com-
mission,"to be composed of the Chief Justice of the
United States, an associate justice of the United States
to be designated by the Supreme Court of the United
States, the chairman and the ranking minority member of
the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds of the
Senate, the chairman and the ranking minority member
of the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds of the
House of Representatives, and the Architect of the Capi-
tol. The Architect of the Capitol is designated sas
executive officer of the Commission.

Section 2 of the Act authorizes the commission to
procure preliminary plans and estimates of costs for the
construetion, and the furnishing and equipping, of a
suitable building, for the accommodation and exclusive
use of the Supreme Court of the United States; such

building to be erected upon the site heretofore acquired

for that purpose.

In 1929 the Annual Report of the Public Buildings



Commission for the year 1928 was printed and upon page
7 appears the following:

"While studies and plans for the new
building for the United States Supreme Court
are not at this time available, a site for
that building has been decided upon. The
gsite chosen is on squarses 727 and 728, bounded
on the north by Maryland Avenue, on the south
by East Capitol Street, on the east by Second
Street, and on the west by First Street, N. E.
The site was selected with future development
of the section in mind.

"For acquisition of the property $1,500,000
has been appropriated but appeals by property
owners have, in the course of condemnation
proceedings, been awarded in excess of that
amount, A deficiency bill of $268,741, for the
excegs in awards rendered up to the present
time is now perding, and as there are still
some additional appeals to be settled it is
likely that the entire purchase will involve
an even larger expenditure. In order to avoid
further delay an attempt is being made to
secure legislation to take care of awards as
they are rendered without regard to the total
cost. :

"Without unusual further delays, the ac-
quisition of the site should be completed be-
fore the end of the fiscal year 1929.,"

March 3, 1929, a meeting was held of the Supreme
Court Commission, the following members being present:
The Chief Justice, William H. Taft, Mr. Justice Van
Devanter, Senator James A. Reed, Senator Henry W. Xeyes,
Representative Richard N. Elliott, Representative Fritz
C. Lanham, and Mr. David Lynn. A resolution was adopted
at this meeting authorizing Mr. Lynn to prepare a form
of contract with Cass Gilbert, an architeet of New York
City, for the preparation of preliminary plans and esti-

mates of cost and models for the Supreme Court Building,



and to submit the »nroposed contract to the Commission

for action at its next meeting. The following resolu-

tion moved by the Chief Justice, and seconded by Justice

Van Devanter was also carried:

"Regolved that Senator Reed and the
Architect of the Capitol, constitute a com-
mittee to take into consideration the enalrgment
of the proposed Supreme Court lot, to inelude
all the property bounded by Maryland Avenue,
Pirst Street, B and Second, which includes the
property now occupied by the Methodiest Building."
The first intimation or suggestion to any of those

interested, save the Supreme Court Building Commission,

that there was any thought whatsoever in any person's

mind to acquire the property including the Methodist

Building was March 12, 1929. This property referred to

in the resolution quoted, adopted March 3, 1929, consti-

tutes block 726, and this block in none of the proceedings

has saver been referred to. Blocks 727 and 728 constitute

the land selected for the Supreme Court Building site.
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March 20, 1229

My dear Boys:

I forgot in my previous letters to say to you that
Dr. J.J.Hogan may call upon either one or both of you
soon. He has just left here for Cincinnati, and from
there will go back for a brief time. He has no other
purpose in calling than to tell you of Mother and myself,
and I wanted you to know that he had been more then kind
to both of us in the past months. He has treated us pro-
fessionally, but beyond that has looked out for the health
of both of us constantly. He has done this without any
suggestion of reward, and it is impossi ble for us to get
him ever to take any recompense at all. We both feel very
grateful to him, and we both learned to care very much for
him. If he calls therefore I hope you will be able to see
him for a few minutes and talk to him.

Affectionately,
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April 3, 1929
Mr, Hiram W,Johnson, Jr.,
Attorney at law,
Mills Building,
San Francisco, California
My dear Jack:
I enclose you herein:

1, Promissory note executed by your Mother
and myself to the San Francisco Bank, dated March 26, 1929,
due one vear after date for Five Thousand Dollars, with in-
terest at 6% per annum, interest payable monthly in.advence.

2. Mortgage executed by us to the Bank securing
Five Thoueand Dollars upon Mother'!s Vallejo Street lot, being
a portion iéﬁggra Lot number 618, This mortgage is acknow-
ledged oy us before Charles F, Pace, a Notary Public, and at-
tached is the certificate of the Supreme Court of the District
of Columbia that Pace is a Notary.

3. Direction to the San Francisco Bank signed
by both of us to pay to you the Five Thousand Dollars,

All of these are sent you because of Mother'!s insistence.

I have been very loath to execute the documents, but with this
I need not trouble you, Mother is most anxious that you
should obtain the Five Thousand Dollars, deducting, I presume,

the first month's interest, and then send %o her,

I more than appreciate your kindness in attending to these
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matters for us, and I know Mother does too, and we are both

very grateful to you,
With love to the dear boys and vourself,

Affectionately,
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April=g,—- 1339
Kajor A,M.Johnson,
Attorney at law,
Mills Building,
San Francisco, California
My dear Arch:

I am enclosing you a letter from an old friend,
Oscar Romna, Justice of Peace, Passaic, N.J., asking
for information concerning one Morris Weinberger,
who died in San Francisco between 1890 and 1893, and
was supposed to have left a large fortune. I presume
this is one of the sort of inquiries we're so familiar
with, but because Rona was one of my alternate delegates

in 1820, I would like to give him a reply if I can.

Could you ask your Mr., Rabinowitz to look over the

Kpublis register, and see if there is any such estate,

or if ybdu can’ascertain whether there was any such man.

Affectionately, /CZ;Z/Aiz/////[,
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MEMORANDUM FOR k... JOH'SON,

ARCHIBALD M. JOHNSON

AND

A. A. DELIGNE

MiLLS BUILDING
SAN FRANCISCO

April 12th L

I can find no trace of Morris Wein-
berger. The probate records prior to 1906 have
been burned.

Mr. Meyer H. Levey, secretary of the
Federated Charities, who is an old-timer in San
Francisco has never heard of any wealthv person of
that name.

I inquired at the three Jewish
cemeteries, Home of Peace, Hill of Eternity and Salem,
and they had no record of any burial under that name.

I phoned Mr., Herman Weinberger, an
attornev in San Francisco who stated he has no
knowledge of any such person in his or anvy other
family of the same name in this locality but had
received similar inquiries recently.

Mr. Chloupek, attorney for the Jugo
Slavian Counsels and the cemeteries also reported
similar inguiries, Mr. Chloupek told me he had
received such inquiries from China and from Prague
and had made investigation but had found no such
person,

L.J.R.
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April 6, 192¢

Honorable Hiranr Johnson
United States Senate
Washington, D. C.

¥y dear Mr. Johnson:

I would indeed appreciate it if you could
secure scre informaticn for me in San
Francisco regarding a certain Norris ®.
Weinberger, who died in San Francisco between
the years of 1890 and 1€93 and leaving a

huge fortune.

I have scme inquiries fron Eurcope fron persons
clairing relationship tc the said deceased
Weirberger.

Knowing the good connecticn that ycu have
cver there, I feel that it is the cnly way tiat
I could secure this infoermation.

Hoping you will do this faver for nme, I anm

Respectfully yours
ooy 2%.67

Cscar A. M. Rona
Justice cf Peace
Tassaic County, N. J.

/. 8. If you do not remember me, I just Wwish

‘to recsll that I was the alternate delegate

to the Republic Faticnsl Convention from Passaic
IS G20
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April 20, 1929

Major Archibald M,Johnson,
Attorney at law,
Mills Building,
S8an Francisco, California
My dear Arch:

I have taken up with the Secretary of War
the matter of the assignment of Captain William M.
Chapman, who 1s now at the Infantry School at Fort
Banning, Georgia, to the 30th Infantry statloned at
the Presidio, San Francisco, upon the completion
of his term of instruction,. Of course, I'1l1l advise
you just what action is taken by the Depariment.

ey,

Affectionately,
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April 30, 1929
Major Archibald M.Johnson,
Attorney at law,
Mills Building,
San Francisco, California
My dear Arch:

As I wrote you, I took up with the War Department
the matter of Captain William lMcC, Chapman, and his as-
signment to the Presidio of San Francisco. I enclose
to you herein copy of the response that has come to me

from the War Department, which explains itself,

Affectionately,

"




4% 201 Chapmon, Willlum NeCe
(4=20-29)

ipril 27, 1929

Honorable Hiram We Johneon,

United states ienste.

By deur Sanstor Johnsont

Receipt 18 soknoviedged of your lotter of ipril 20, 1929, in
bahsif of Captein Willi:m iieCe Cheprmn, Infantry, who is now & student
at the Infunivy sohool, Fort Benning, Ceowsgis, rolative 0 his asslmment
to the 30th Infentry, with stetion at the Presidio of Ssn Mranoiseo,
califomiae

Upen looizing into Shis mattar 1 £ind that Cuptuin Chapmon woee
on &aty at the University of Californis, Nerimley, Califormmis, from 1923
to 1828, snd, &8 the  ymy posts in Culifornia are considored very desirublo
gtations snd many applications sye received from officers for sssismment
to duty within thet stata, it 18 tho desire of the Tar Depsrtmant $0 Zrunt
es meny of these requosts ns the intorasts of the sarvice warrint, and, in
view of the fuod thaf Captein Chaposh hag only recently been reiieved from
daty in Oslifornia, 1 belisvs you will appresiate the force of the ressons
for his not being given & reassigmment to that state, He wes sslectea for
duty with the 24sh Infuntry, Fort Benning, Georgls, upon She wrgent anpesl
of the Comandint &t Fort Benning, who stuted thet his garvices are especicily
dssired et that post.

in view of the zbove, 1 28] sare you wiil agres with rio Chat
fevorabie conslderstion cunnot be glven your raquest in this instunce,

Vory resmootfully,

mﬁ,mw

s jor Janervsi, "
The Jdiutset jensrsl

J
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