


April IS , 1942.

Hr* Hiram H* Johnson« Jr* »
673 Oreen Street,
San Francisco, California

My dear Jack?
X think, as you lapllediy expressed yourself yesterday In yoar vlrt, It mi a rotten idea to keep a fellow standing around all day* and at the end of the day not knowing jbhat his asslg&ent m e , or when it me going w  be told him* Thie may be the regular occurrences with the Arsy* and according to Cal* it is, but X think It is a damned poor ̂ rttis* However* there is nothing to do but possess your soul with patience and take what is cowing* We might rail from now until doomsday about the system* and we would not be able to alter it*
I have been thinking of you ever since the receipt of your wire* At first* I was indignant, but latterly, I began to think that they wefe probably following the line they had to follow for many years* and we could do nothing about it anyway, however much we yowled*
X just wanted to send you a word of en­couragement * and to tell you keep a stiff upper lip,& few Aays will determine what will be dcaw, and how* Ototll then X send you all *y love, In vfaltik Mother 

Joins*
Affectionately»
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Bancroft Library

April 18, 1942.
ROLAND YOUNG, CLERK

Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, J r . ,
973 Q-reen Street,
San Francisco, Californ ia

My dear Jack.:

I am dictating this at home where I am 
compelled to he by reason of another cold.
Mother, too, is  much more seriously i l l  than 
I  am and I fee l very sorry fo r her. The ar­
th r it is  from which she has suffered has 
kicked up a row this week, and her pain has 
been intense; so, you can see the two old 
folks have been in a bad way. In addition  
to th is, young Roche and his w ife arrived, 
and we would have liked  to have shown them 
some greater attention than we did, but we 
had to be content with taking them to lunch­
eon a couple of times at the Senate restaur­
ant, giving them the automobile and chauffeur 
to enjoy themselves, and generally, tried  to 
make their stay pleasant, save in the one par­
t icu la r, of remaining at our house. Neither 
one of us fe lt  equal to the la t te r  task.

I don*t know Just what Ted is  here about, 
but he seems to think that everything has come 
o ff successfully with him, and I le t  i t  go at 
that. I  have pursued the same tactics that I 
have ever followed of divorcing myself com­
pletely from any activ ity  here before any gov­
ernmental body. I have neither inquired of him 
nor have I ,  in any way, learned what he is  here 
about, save i t  is something re lating to o il.. In 
a l l  matters of this kind, where the firm might 
be a party I have with meticulous care remained 
a loo f, having nothing to do with the matter, nor 
participating in the emoluments. I  have kept this 
up so long, and so often have had occasion to c a ll  
i t  to the attention of the firm that nobody longer 
thinks anything of i t .



Hiram  W . Johnson Papan  
Bancroft Library

2-.

I  send you a l i t t l e  item that appeared 
in yesterday*8 Washington-Times-Herald, which 
indicates that somebody is  keeping tab on you.

You have been in the Army a week now.
How do you lik e  i t  ?

I  hope that the cloth Mother sent you en- 
abled you to be the same nattily  dressed so ld ier  
that you were as a c iv ilian . Mother limped a l l  
over this town trying to get what was appropriate, 
and even received some samples from New York.

I looked at the photographs of the Chief of 
Staff and Harry Hopkins, the famous r«presentative  
of our Army abroad, and re a lly , I  could not say 
much fo r their sarto ria l accomplishments; ana so, 
i f  they set the example in the Army, there is  
nothing that poor Majors have to imitate, and there 
is  no selection they could make that would redound 
to their pulchritude.

Mother Joins me in best wishes that the pin­
pricks from which probably you have suffered in 
the beginning of your service may be speedily over, 
and that i t  may be a pleasure in the future.

Both of us send our love.

Affectionately,
J l U l — '



Hiram W. Johnson Papon
Bancroft Library

TOM CONNALLY, TEX.. CHAIRMAN*.
WALTER F. GEORGE, GA.
ROBERT F. WAGNER, N. Y. 
ELBERT D. THOMAS, UTAH 
FREDERICK VAN NUYS, IND. 
JAMES E. MURRAY, MONT. 
CLAUDE PEPPER, FLA. 
THEODORE FRANCIS GREEN, R. I, 
ALBEN W. BARKLEY, KY. 
ROBERT R. REYNOLDS, N . C. 
JOSEPH F. GUFFEY, PA.
GUY M. GILLETTE, IOWA 
BENNETT CHAMP CLARK, MO. 
CARTER GLASS, VA.
JOSH LEE, OK LA.
JAMES M . TUNNELL, DEL,

HIRAM W. JOHNSON, CALIF. 
ARTHUR CAPPER, KANS.
ROBERT M. LA FOLLETTE, JR., W1S. 
ARTHUR H. VANDENBERG, MICH. 
WALLACE H. WHITE, JR., MAINE 
HENRIK SHIPSTEAD, MINN.
GERALD P. NYE, N . DAK.

ROLAND YOUNG, CLERK

'JHCnUeb JSd c x x c tle
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

A pril 25, 1942.

Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, J r .,
973 Green Street,
San Francisco, Californ ia

My dear Jacks

I t  is  now nearly noontime on Saturday 
and I have been looking at the mail with great 
care a l l  during the week hoping fo r a le tte r  from 
you. I  am anxious to learn how you are getting  
on, and whether you lik e  your work. I  could write  
you quite a b it  upon this theme, but I  content 
myself with the mere inquiry.

We’ re struggling along domestically 
here, and worse, otherwise. I  have been under the 
weather fo r a cpuple of weeks now, and while I  fee l 
somewhat better I  am s t i l l  fa r  from being myself. 
Mother is  the great problem at present, though.
She developed an awful a rth rit is , which leaves her 
limping and in constant pain. F inally , she has 
gone back to Dr. H all, the man who attended her in 
her accident in 1936, and I am hoping fo r some re­
su lts; but the two of us, she in very marked de­
gree because of her lameness and the pain, and my­
se lf ,  in lesse r degree, are the very picture of two 
very old people. I  won’ t d ilate  upon th is.

Summer weather at la s t , apparently, has 
h it us. I think it  is  here now to stay. I have 
gone to some of the b a ll  games of late  and taken 
your Mother with me. The teams, thus fa r  that I  
have seen, barring the New York team, are a pretty  
poor lo t , but the days have been fa ir ly  good, and 
i t  has been a great pleasure to s it  in the open a ir .



Hiram W . Johnson Papon
Bancroft Library

Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, Jr. -  2

We*re in very unhappy times. For obvious 
reasons I  don*t discuss them with you, although 
I  should lik e  to write you my views. There is  
nothing, of course, fo r us to do, but whip the 
Japs, and do it  at the earliest possible date* 
No self-respecting nation could take from them 
what we received, and particu larly  when i t  was 
such a foul blow. I have every confidence that 
we111 speedily chastise them.

With my love, in which Mother Joins, I  am

Affectionately,

J h u i
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May 3, 1942.

Hiram W. Johnson Papsrs
Bancroft Library

Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, J r .,
973 Green Street,
San Francisco, Californ ia

My dear Jack:

Your very welcome le tte r  was received 
yesterday. Mother and I pored over I t ,  and there 
were one or two expressions at the close of the 
le t te r  that alarmed us a h it . You said, however, 
that you did not intend immediately to yawp con­
cerning them, and therefore, I won*t bother you 
about the conditions now surrounding you. Bear 
them a reasonable time, and then please advise me 
about them.

We continue in the invalid  class here, 
but the whole story is  expressed in what I have 
heretofore said to you, in the gradual sniping of 
the years at the human frame. Mother, apparently, 
gets no better with her a rth rit is , but I am hoping 
that the past week or so, as she has settled down 
for treatments in Dr. H all*s o ffice , that she w il l  
suddenly find  herself very much better. Sufficient 
time has not elapsed yet.

We were both immensely surprised to learn  
that Ph ilip  is  coming to San Francisco and w i l l  take 
up h is residence at Hiram*s home. I am not c lear  
about this change. He was doing so wonderfully well 
in the mountains that I  fear somewhat the change. 
However, perhaps, he knows best. I  have a great deal 
of confidence in the boy doctoring himself. I  think 
he would have been kept in the hospital indefin ite ly  
had i t  not been fo r h is own willpower and his determ­
ination to get out. I  think he is  rea lly  a wonderful 
boy, and that we can look forward -  provided everything 
goes well -  to great deeds by him, -  deeds that we 
won*t agree with perhaps, but which he w i l l  see through 
to the end. Here, everything is  topsy-turvy in con­
fusion, but so great are our resources that we*11 come 
out on top.



Hiram W. Johnson Papen
Bancroft Library

Mr* Hiram W. Johnson, Jr. -  2

%Hogan Is s t i l l  at Cincinnati with Doctor 
Fischer. He is  having various operations on his  
mouth to clear up what he thinks is  an infection.
I  do hope he gets along w ell. When I think of the 
figh t he has made, and realize  the odds against 
him I am reconciled to the years' encroachments, 
and fe e l a great thankfulness that I  am spared in  
the manner that I have been. He is  coming here 
probably immediately upon the conclusion of the 
work that iw now being done to him.

I have been trying to do what Dr. Fischer 
wishes, and I  am at present wrestling with the 
Secretary of State . I  am not without hope that 
I  may obtain some sort of document for him that 
w il l  prevent the annoyance Fischer in Mexico has 
had to su ffer in the past. I was more than happy 
to go to the bat fo r him.

George Selmeyer was in the o ffice  yesterday.
He told me that he thought of being a candidate 
fo r  Congress, but he feared the great sprawling 
Valle jo  that had grown up oh our preparations fo r  
war; and that although he fe lt  that Buck had out­
lived  his usefulness he was very doubtful of under­
taking a candidacy because of conditions existing  
at Mare Island. Did you ever run across him ? I

I  wish there was some way that I  could do 
what I  wish fo r you and safe you the d if f ic u lt ie s  
which may beset your path.

With a l l  my love, in which Mother Joins, 

Affectionately,
Jhc st .
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Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, J r . ,
973 Green Street,
San Francisco, Californ ia

My dear Jack:

Another week has passed, and a week fu l l  
of confusion in the press, and some incidents 
here that have taken precedence of a l l  else.
The incident concerning Senator Walsh of Mass, 
is  one we wouldn’ t even have dreamed of. I can­
not believe i t  to be true. Those of us who have 
served here long were a unit in believing that 
he ought immediately to have gone to the bat.
Those who advise him otherwise do so upon the 
theory that the paper making the charges in New 
York, -  the New York Post, was a paper of l i t t l e  
or no circulation, and only publicity would be 
given to a refutation of the charges and make the 
situation worse than before. This is  a most damn­
able determination, in my opinion, and you can 
imagine how I  have fe lt  during the past week In the 
undercover discussions that have been held. Suffice  
i t  to say, that I have no sympathy with the policy  
of delay, and personally have been in favor of an 
Immediate denunciation of those responsible fo r  the 
Infamous charges.

I have always considered Walsh an ascetic , -  
almost a member of the Church, than whom no man on 
the flo o r was more intimate with it s  hierarchy than 
he. I  got myself into a fine state in ti* discussion  
of the course*#tirsued until I f e lt  exactly as I fe lt  
in 1936. However, I  am quieter now., "though ©ach 
day has confirmed me in my opinion how to deal with 
the subject.

We were dumbfounded to receive a le t te r  from 
Chris this morning. Mother had a brain storm and 
wired him to put himself at P h i l ip p  disposal imme­
diately upon h is a rriv a l in San Francisco. He writes

Hfrtm W. Johnson Papon
Bancroft Library

QICniieb JSbicxic& J & e n a le
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

May 9, 1942.



Hfram W . Johnson Papon j
Bancroft Library

Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, Jr. -2

this morning that Ph ilip  remained, I  think, only 
one day in San Francisco, and then went back to 
Twain -  Harte. I  presume the explanation of th is  
w il l  come in our next le t te r  from you. Ph ilip  
wrote a very fine description of h is condition 
and gradual improvement. A ll the doctors con­
gratulated him upon i t ,  and said he ought to be 
a doctor. He should have been something beside 
a dreamer and a thinker, but perhaps a fte r a l l ,  
he has chosen the right course.

We are hungry fo r news from you, and I may 
say, hungry for news of Hiram. I keep hearing of 
different people whose mall is  opened, and fo r  
that reason I can*t write you as I  would wish.

I  send you this note merely that you may 
have some word from us. Incidentally, Mother is  
going every other day to Dr. H all, her old phys­
ician, and undergoing treatments. I  shudder to 
think what the result w i l l  be when our automobile 
is  sequestered.

With a l l  my love, in i/hich Mother Joins,
I am

Affectionately
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May 17, 1942.

Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, J r . ,
973 Green Street,
San Francisco, Californ ia

My dear Jack:

We received your la test le t te r  this morning 
at home, and I am answering i t  at once.

I read with a great deal of Interest your 
statement that you would go to school, evidently to 
prepare yourself to he an o ffice r. I  don't know how 
such things are done, hut I  should imagine one with 
lega l train ing, who has a head on h is shoulders, would 
he able to make himself f e lt .  However, w e 'l l  take i t  
philosophically, and hope fo r the hest. I can 't under­
stand the long hours that you are put up against. I t  
would seem that with the innumerable Individuals who 
are now taken into service that there would he no want 
of aid essential to a reasonable number of hours in any 
given duty. I  suppose this is  another conundrum that 
w il l  work out.

We have been fa ir ly  busy here the past week, 
and particu larly  with an explosltion caused by Downey in 
reference to our automobiles. I went up, the f i r s t  
morning of the gas rationing, prepared to prove Just how 
many gallons of gasoline were absolutely essential fo r me. 
Your Mother fo r sometime has had a rth rit is . I t  has grown 
no better. I  have written you she went to see Dr. H all, 
who ministered to her when she broke her arm, and she is  
under his care how. She goes downtown every other day.
She has to go down in the cai% of course, and each trip  
to the doctor, by actual measurement, is  something over 
three miles each way. I  was very gratefu l to the people 
in command, who, without explanation by me, tendered me 
on the morning of the rationing an X card en titling  me to 
unlimited gasoline.



Hiram W . Johnson Papors 
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Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, Jr. -  2

This fe llow  Downey, pretending that he was 
■performing a p atrio tic  duty, introduced a Resolution  
that forbade members of the Senate to accept X cards, 
and what a h e ll of a row i t  started with the press. 
Barkley, the Democratic leader, grew b itte r ly  ind ig ­
nant, as did nearly a l l  the rest of us, and when the 
Downey Resolution came to a vote, a fte r  he had re ­
ceived a spanking, Just two Senators voted fo r  i t ,  -  
Pepper and Downey. I t  subsequently transpired that 
Downey had two automobiles in C alifo rn ia , and had 
bought 16 t ire s  fo r  them, which he a lleged  he was 
going to use fo r  the purpose of Inspecting defense 
works; sp out of i t  a l l  he came a rather badly battered  
man. However, the incident was not worth the attention  
paid to i t  in the press. They played i t  up, and they 
are playing i t  up yet as a te rr ib le  case of special 
p riv ile ge  appropriated to themselves by the Congress.

The facts are, -  and these are the facts  
I personally know, because they concerned us. I  went 
to the rationing prepared to prove rhe amount of gaso­
lin e  essentia l fo r  my needs. Before I could make any 
explanation the g i r l  tendered me an X card saying that 
these were intended fo r  Members of Congress by Mr. 
Henderson. I t  entitled  me to a l l  the gasoline I  desired. 
I  thanked her, and accepted the card, and that was a l l .  
Now, 200 of these cards were tendered to le g is la to rs  and 
accented by them. Forty thousand were given to diplomat! 
bureaucrats, and other residents of Washington. Not a 
word was said of the 40,000, while the 200 have enabled 
the newspapers tp slur the Cohgress ( they may need 
s lu rrin g  and may deserve i t  but not on th is thing ) ,  and 
u t i l iz e  i t  as an excuse flor abuse and denunciation. 
Barkley was quite righ t In denouncing the whole thing, 
and asserting that there was a rea l conspiracy here to 
blacken the Congress so that the people should look with  
p lac id  and contented eyes upon it s  abo lition * It  w i l l  be 
abolished w ithin a few years now. I  need not t e l l  ypu 
what th is means, and I  am only hazarding one man*s 
opinion in regard to the matter*



Hiram W . Johnson Papon
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I  have had some correspondence with  
Dr/ Fischer concerning his travel and I  have been 
trying to aid him in such journeys as lie may take 
into Mexico and other countries# I  have not met 
with very much success, so lely  because of the s t i f f ­
necked attitude of the Secretary of State# There is  
no reason why the Doctor should not be granted a l l  
the priv ileges that accrue to a man of his distonguished 
past, but I  imagine the authorities are very chary now 
in  such matters* In the course of his correspondence 
with me he has written me incidentally about Dr# Hogan*s 
condition# It  may be a l l  right from the Doctor*s stand­
point, but I  don’ t like  i t  at a ll#

Mother was delighted to have your 
enconimms upon the neckties. She is  constantly thinking 
of you, and endeavoring to get things for the pleasure 
of the boys and yourself#

I  am
Woth a l l  my love, in  which Mother joins,

Affectionately,
/ u c
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Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, J r .,
973 Green Street,
San Francisco, Californ ia •

My dear Jack:

We received your note of Friday, May 22, 
at the house this mdming. I t  is pretty good, 
with the disruption of regular services, to re­
ceive this le t te r  in the b r ie f time that we did.

I am very curious about what you describe 
in the nature of a "t ip  o f f " ,  and shall be glad  
to know to what it  re lates. The d ifficu lty  with 
the opening of mail, and the endeavor to piece to­
gether isolated statements which may indicate any­
thing perfectly  apparent to a fair-minded man, is  
that some unprincipled individual, who is  looking 
fo r an opportunity to injure another w i l l  pay l i t ­
t le  or no attention to the facts nor the context, 
and endeavor in any way he can to Involve the one 
h'e is  determined M to get". I have thought fo r  
a long time there was a p o ss ib ility  that my mail 
was tampered with. Now you come along to confirm 
i t .  I  w i l l  try to arrive at some scheme by which 
mail may reach you without apparently being sent 
to you by me. I  may do this in the name of Miss 
Schow, but I  doubt i f  anything is  of real value 
where malice is  at work. Thank God, neither of us 
can be accused of the one sin that is  a horror in 
the eyes of a l l  decent people now, -  treason; and 
therefore, I  don’ t find  myself unduly excited.
I  don’ t fe e l, of course, that I  can write you with 
the intimacy that I  have done fo r many years in the 
past. The censorship grows worse, and no one can 
t e l l  what is developed by i t .  The only thing that 
I  see to do .is to continue our correspondence and 
t e l l  every bastard to go plumb to h e ll, knowing that 
neither of us ever has thought of d isloyalty . I  think 
we can afford  this attitude. The rea l trouble is  that 
loyalty as understood by those in power now does not 
mean loyalty to the Nation, but loyalty to the ind i­
vidual who s its  in the seat of the mighty at the 
present time.
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I notice your remarks upon the increased 
pay and I don»t understand why the discrimination  
is  made between the Army and the Navy. I w i l l  
look into i t .

„ 1 conveyed the impression to you that
Mother s arm was a f f l ic t e d ,* I  gave you a b it  of
a i s^?^orma^ on ^Lid an in justice  to her wings.
She has a very acute a rth rit is . I t  affects her 
legs in excruciating pain on any sudden movement, 
and she su ffers the “tortures of the damned*1 with 

®he been taking a l l  kinds of medicine, 
put they have done her apparently no good. She
io 7 f d! r  *he care of ̂ p h y s ic ian  that she had in 
1936 at the time when she broke her arm, Dr. B a ll.

. -uj , ^as car -̂8 kicked up such a row here, 
of which I would be a part, that I unburdened my­
se lf  to you. The astonishing thing about the 
matter is  that a l l  the newspapers berated the 
senate in most extravagant fashiofl regarding these 
cards, and theyi have kept it  up continuously ever 
since. The Walsh matter was of a d ifferent sort, 
much more important. This w i l l  probably die down. 
There is  a very large proportion of the Senate that 
aon t wish it  touched, and a somewhat larger portion, 
I  am very glad to say, which has fe lt  i t  should be 
blown o ff and drastic measures taken. I  belong to 
the la t te r  crowd. I cannot fathom how any man can 
permit charges of the character that were hurled 
against Walsh continuing fo r three weeks without 
denunciation. I t  seems to me that with such foul 
charges I  would be shouting my head o ff against the 
scoundrel who made them, and nothing could keep me 
from i t .  Enough said.

With my love, in which Mother shares, I  am 

Your affectionate Father,
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P:S: I  am trying with this le t te r  to adopt a
course suggested by your Mother and address i t  to 
Miss Schow with your le t te r  inside.

There are such varied organizations re lating  
to censorship, and as an aside to that, opening mail, 
that I  oafyft hope to warn you of them a l l .  The Army 
has its  censorship and its  mail opener. The Navy 
has likew ise. Every branch of government i& f i l le d  
with this sort of snooping, but probably the worst 
of a l l  is  Colonel B i l l  Donovan*s organization, popu­
la r ly  ca lled  ,fDonovan*s Cossacks”. Attached to his  
outfit are very many wealthy people, and I  have no­
ticed at least one publication of late that stated 
he is  the one man that makes no accounting to anybody. 
He is  very friendly ostensibly with me, and he is  on 
terms of intimacy with the Neylams.

4
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Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, J r . ,
973 Green Street,
San Francisco, C a lifo rn ia . "

My dear Jack:

Since your la s t  le t t e r  I  have been 
consumed with curiosity to know just what you 
re ferred  to in it s  f i r s t  paragraph. I  hope 
that curiosity won*t treat me as harshly as i t  
treated .the celebrated cat, but I  am waitin* mad 
un til I  hear from you. Perhaps your le t te r  w i l l  
come tomorrow, and re lieve  your Mother and myself.

We had a great m ilitary parade here yes­
terday, but unfortunately the day was the f i r s t  
rea l hot day we have had -  and when I  say hot,
I  mean hot -  and the people did not turn out as 
w ell as they should have. I confess I  stayed in  
the house, and I  am engaged now in digging up my 
old ligh t  su its getting ready fo r  summer. I t  
depends upon whom you ta lk  to, whether the parade 
was a great success. Some were enthusiastic over 
the showing, and others were unduly c r it ic a l .

You know I  have been fearing  the worst in  
your case, and that of Hiram. I fea r -  I  hope 
needlessly -  that either one, or both of you w i l l  
be ordered to service overseas, and i f  th is should be 
'th ey  would make one cynical response, -  
you are in  the Army now, and there would be nothing 
to do but obey our orders and do our duty. Somehow 
or other, I  have the hunch that th is war is  not 
going to be a long one, and that probably we*11 see 
i t s  end th is year. I  do hope so. H it le r  has sp ille d  
the blood of h is nation bq lav ish ly  that I  have a 
fee lin g  he is  getting to the end of his manpower and 
can stand very l i t t l e  more. Let us hope that I  am 
not wrong; although I observe a l l  the experts in  
unity assert the length of the war w i l l  be very much 
greater.
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I  found it  necessary to begin my treatments 
at the hospital again, and I  am going there now with 
f a i r  regularity. I t  is  rather d if f ic u lt  fo r me, be­
cause the hospital has been re-located about twenty 
miles from town, and is  stocked with strange doctors. 
Some of them I know, and that re lieves me a b it .
The man who has general supervision, of the hospital, 
Dr. Ross McIntyre has been fo r  some years very kind 
to me. You know how l i t t l e  I  lik e  going to a place 
where services are extended without compensation, 
and even where I  can, as with the dentist, I  go out­
side the hospital; but a l l  of the records of mine 
from 1936 are kept at the hospital, and I must say 
the new men respond very considerately to me.

I don*t like  Hogan*s progress at a l l .  His 
great friend, Dr. Fischer, is  attending him, and he 
is  fortunate in having him and Mrs. Hogan with him; 
s t i l l  he is  seeking an infection ( he is  a great man 
to discover infections and immediately go at them ) ,  
and probably until a l l  his teeth are yanked out he 
w il l  s t i l l  be seeking i t ;  but I  fear in his d e b i li -  
ated condition, lying in bed an indefin ite period  
can aid him l i t t l e .

Good-bye my boy. You are ever in my thoughts. 
Your Mother Joins in sending you lo ts  of love.

jh*-
Af f  ec t i  onat ely
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Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, J r .,  
973 G-reen Street,
San Francisco, C aliforn ia

My dear Jack:

I  sent you a wire th is morning that 
I  was unable to*send you my customary le t t e r  on Sunday 
and would repair the omission today. This is  the repa­
ration  and confession and my apology fo r  not w riting ya 
as usually I  had.

I  read your recent le t t e r  and I  cannot 
understand why they give you such tremendously long 
hours of watching or guarding, or whatever else you do 
during that period. I presume that they play no favor­
ite s  with this sort of thipg, and that others sim ilarly  
situated with yourself, are compelled to undergo the 
same fatigue . But whatever the reason, I can see no 
earthly excuse, with the number of men in the Army at 
present, why you should be subjected to such long per­
iods. I  could quickly sympathize with you when I  read 
that you did not get sleep enough now. I  do hope that 
such strenuous hours w i l l  soon be ended fo r  you.

There was a great deal of criticism  of the 
news of the naval battles  and of the sinking of the 
LEXIN&TO&. I don*t fe e l lik e  growling at it,because i t  
happened a friend  of ours has been in command of some of 
the engagements. He is  Admiral Nimitz fo r  whom I  have a 
high regard. I  presume because a l l  the news is  gi^en out 
by one source that the head of the game is  wholly respon­
s ib le  fo r i t .  I  can’ t see the use of i t  p a rticu la r ly ,  
when we rea lize  that the news is  known at once by the enemy, 
and we have to wait a couple of months fo r  i t .  I t  seems to 
me that the American people are treated lik e  a lo t  of morons 
in the dissemination of war news. Perhaps there i s  some 
Justification  fo r  i t  that I  am unable to see. I  rather 
think we under-estimated the lousy Japanese, and probably 
are s t i l l  doing so, although we have had enoughto under­
stand them pretty w ell now.
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My eyes are turned constantly to Californ ia, 
and I  think there is  food fo r re flection  in the Japanese 
endeavoring to take the Aleutian Islands or some of them, 
and I fear that some day we* 11 awake to the fact that 
from that base, w e 'l l  be threatened.

Here I am indulging in prognostications 6t what 
may happen. The only Justification  fo r it  is that I  am 
fe a rfu l that the defenses of the Pacific  Coast have not 
received the same meticulous care that has been lavished  
on the Atlantic Coast.

Well, Mother's birthday has come and gone. We 
thought at f i r s t  she would have a small gathering of 
people at dinner, but we were disappointed in some of 
those whom she desired, and fin a lly  she gave i t  up. We 
ate dinner alone. I  blew out the candles on the birthday 
cake, and altogether perhaps we had as good a time as i f  
we had a number of friends at dinner.

I regret to say that your Mother does not im­
prove. She remains about the same, walking with d if fic u lty  
and su ffering a great deal of pain. She has been under­
going some treatments here, but, apparently, they have not 
been of much value. I was very glad to find a l l  of you 
reca lling  her birthday and wiring or writing her. You sent 
her a very sweet l i t t l e  note that she appreciated beyond 
words. I  suppose you know your Mother's age. Some days 
that I have observed her, as she came back from the doctor, 
I  have not liked the situation at a ll*  I  don't know what 
we can do. I t  is  needless to say that I  would do anything 
that held out the slightest a llev iation  or cure.

I was very much interested in your comments on 
the court-m artial. I  could imagine you, with your experi­
ence, prosecuting, and I fe l t  very sorry indeed fo r the 
defendant.

With a l l  my love, in which your Mother jo in s,
I  am

Affectionate ly ,
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My dear Jack:

Like a th ie f in the night summer has 
stolen upon us. We received it s  welcome the past 
few weeks, hut i t s  stay with us has been temporary 
and easily  borne. The la s t  few days i t  has opened 
wide it s  arms, and, in consequence, we*re a l l  
sweating and cursing. I  am inclined to think i f  
this weather continues, we*11 be providing fo r  some 
way in which we can get home. This w i l l  be of l i t t l e  
value to us in the west i f  the grant of surcease of 
i t  is  only illu so ry . To have a vacation of any value 
to us in the west "lb  to have a de fin ite  term, which 
w i l l  give us time fo r  some stay in our homes, and a 
defin ite  determination of when we must return. I f  
this kind of a vacation i s  granted, we’ l l  make an e f­
fo rt  to come back, i f  i t  were only fo r  a couple of 
weeks; but, to attempt to return when a l l  of the time 
w i l l  be taken up in  travel would be perfectly  rid icu ­
lous, and we would not make the endeavor. I  fe e l  
that your Mother requires some l i t t l e  vacation, and 
of course, I  can think of no better place than our own 
home. This is  my usual Sunday le t te r , and when I t e l l  
you that she arose th is morning almost hysterica l with  
nervousness you*11 understand how bothered I  am getting . 
I  think, perhaps, i t  was the heat, but I  am not at a l l  
sure of th is.

And, by the way, I have had some le tte rs  from 
Dr. Fischer re la tin g  to h is desires to be away during 
the summer in foreign countries. Incidentally , the 
Doctor has conveyed to he, very gently I  assume, that 
Dr. Hogan is  not doing w e ll. The poor l i t t l e  Doctor 
has been in bed constantly since h is a rr iv a l back here, 
and we’ re beginning to fe e l a l i t t l e  fe a r fu l of h is  
weakened condition. I  do hope that he recovers fu l ly ,  
and that h is sickness w i l l  bring no aftermath. As you 
know, he is  with Dr. Fischer in Cincinnati, and Mrs. 
Hogan is  with him.

' ■ • X.: •" ■  -
TOM C M M A U .Y , TEX., CHAIRMAN 
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Ro l a n d  y o u n g , c l e r k

1
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I read your notes very c losely . I  find such 
expressions as "somebody's a foundling11 and I  am a fra id  
to ask why.

I f  you care to write me, do so, although, as 
I  wrote you sometime since, you are in the Army now, and 
they are a damned inhuman brutal set.

The premier of England, -  the Honorable Mr. 
Churchill, is  paying us another v is it .  Where he is ,  
what he says, -  and more important s t i l l ,  what he wants 
has not been told  to us. We can be very certain that, 
as at every time when he has v is ited  us, there 's some 
great d isaster, or some petty one, and he c a lls  upon us 
fo r  help and to rescue him. He is having d ifficu lty  now v 
in Lybia, and he 's  probably over here fo r us to f ix  
another front so as to divert the attention of our enemies. 
This is  S ta lin 's  idea, and he is  a l l  powerful at present. 
What a shudder I  get when I  think of the pay-off in this 
war. I  fee l perfectly certain of it s  outcome, but our 
A llie s  then w il l  be the people suspicious of us, and 
looking to us fo r  assistance of every sort. The President 
by b lurting out recently that there would be no back­
breaking debts put upon any of our A llie s  a fte r th is war 
made perfectly p lain  that a l l  we. are giving them now in 
spl$e of the Lend-Lease B i l l  is  given them without hope 
of any return at a l l .

The Japanese worry me a b it ,  too. They have 
displayed a sort of m ilitary genius that keeps one ques­
tioning what they are going to do next, and I  fear that 
our State w il l  have to bear the brunt of any attack they 
make. We were trying to figure out the other day how many 
Jap ships we had sunk, and some optimistic individual made 
it  double the Japanese Navy. This was derived from news­
paper accounts, and without confirmation. How they oan 
la s t  long, and how H itle r can last as long as he. lias is  
beyond me. B last them a l l .

With a l l  my love, in which Mother Joins, I  am 

Affectionately,
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My dear Jack:

Mother received your last le t te r  and 
permitted me to read i t .  I  am soriy that I mixed 
up a quotation from your previous le t te r . Of 
course, i t  was done inadvertently and without due 
consideration. Pardon me, please.

I  am at a disadvantage dealing with the 
m ilitary, and cannot understandsome of their regu­
lations. I f  you think I can be of any value in any 
way, please don*t hesitate to write me. I am per­
fectly  w illin g  to do anything, even though it  might 
be against my Judgment. Mother*^ hope is  that you 
w il l  not be disturbed in San Francisco, and so i t  is  
mine. This is  the great thing with both of us.
I cannot write you as I  would prefer fo r obvious 
reasons. But, however much you may be very c r it ic a l  
of me, remember lad, that you are ever present in my 
thoughts, and that there is  nothing I  w i l l  not do 
fo r you.

The war drags its  weary bloody length along 
We have not as yet fe lt  the fu l l  impact of i t ,  except 
with the Japanese. How I dread placing our lin e  in 
Europe and in Asia, and I  think I  can foresee, a l ­
though H itle r is ,  in my opinion, close to h is end, 
the te rr ib le  casualty l i s t s .  ®ome people here are 
Just awaiting these resu lts, -  eagerly awaiting themf 
and they w i l l  never be happy until they can read the 
results and they are written large in red. I t  Is th is  
that makes me shudder. Perhaps i t  is  old age that 
causes this sort of fee ling , but i t  is  none the less  
strong. I  abhor#as much as our leaders glory in,the  
shedding of blood, particu larly  of the k il l in g  of the 
men of our young generatl on. I  pray to the Lord to 
avert i t ,  although I don*t know the p o ss ib ility  of 
this being done. I  am writing you perhaps in a maddlin 
and sentimental way today, but the utter fu t i l ity  of 
this struggle, with a l l  that i t  enta ils, grows upon me.
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I believe that we are headed fo r a horrib le  holo­
caust, and my very soul rebels at i t .  Well, there 
is  no usetalking about i t ,  and no use grousing at 
i t ,  you w il l  pardon, please, this ebu llition ,

I looked at the photograph of Churchill 
being exhibited by our Chief of S ta ff at the 
greatest maneuvers we have ever had, with old man 
Stimson with h is mouth open looking on, and others 
crowded about. Churchill looked lik e  a cross be­
tween a spider and a hog. I t  does not require much 
imagination to see the thoughts moving him, but it  
requires a great deal of imagination to conjure up 
the thoughts moving our representatives.

Washington is  a mad house these days, 
with thousands of Englishmen exhibiting themselves, 
and thousands of Americans paying them court; with 
a populace devoted to peaceful pursuits being 
whipped into a frenzy and obeying the slightest  
nod, and with a national leg is latu re  obeying with 
serv ile  acquiescence, i t  .is impossible to fo re te ll  
what next w i l l  be done. However, when the Japanese 
treacherously assaulted Pearl Harbor, and H itle r and 
Mussolini declared war upon us, there was nothing 
else to do but fight it  out. A ll  that goes before, 
no matter what the blame, counts fo r  naught. How­
ever much a few people lik e  myself rea lize  the 
te rr ib le  effects of war and regret the situation, 
there was no other recourse probably than to figh t.

I  wish that I  could in some way lighten  
your burden. I  don*t know how. I f  you know of any 
method that I can be of aid, don*t hesitate to write  
me, please.

With a l l  my love, in which Mother Joins,
I  am

Your affectionate Father,
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Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, J r .,
973 Green Street,
San Francisco, California

My dear Jack:

I came over today, the 5th of July, in the 
hope that I  would find a le t te r  from you. I t  probably 
w il l  be received tomorrow, and that would have been the 
useual time fo r i t ;  but, as you know, one hopes fo r news 
from those fo r  whom he cares, even in advance of the time 
he knows it  should arrive.

Yesterday was our National Holiday. I  wonder 
i f  at other places i t  was observed as here. Its  cele­
bration was cried down p rio r to the day, and pretty suc­
cessfu lly . Some wag said, we had abolished what had been 
in the past our greatest Holiday so that there might be no 
untoward event, and nothing said that would be displeasing  
to the English; and fo r that reason, the speaker insisted  
we should celebrate Guy Fowkes Day, rather than the 4th 
of July. So, we may see in the future Guy Fowkes substi­
tuted fo r Uncle Sam, and our patriotic  tributes paid to 
the escape of our Parliament from the Guy Fowkes conspir­
acy.

I am awaiting the receipt of your le t te r  to find  
out how your la st court-martial went. It  seems a funny 
ro le fo r you to be f i l l in g ,  although not inappropriate i f  
your superiors wish the Job w ell done. The trouble with 
me is  that I  have grown so old that I would not want any­
thing but a heinous offense punished.

Mother apparently does not improve. I  can*t 
understand what an a rth rit is  is .  Some of the doctors have 
been at pains to explain, but i t  seems to me they a l l  be -  
come confused in te llin g  of the relation  of the nerve cen­
tres to the d iffic u lty , and they a l l  wind up by saying i t  
is  a horrid thing, causing excrufeifetihg pain, and they have 
not discovered any cure fo r i t .  I  hate to think that she
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must carry this burden the rest of her l i f e ,  yet th is seems 
to be her fate . She w il l  only go to physicians whom she 
knows, and our acquaintance with the apt ones is  very lim i­
ted. I  am going regularly to the Naval Hospital here, and 
we receive from them advice; and in addition, Mother is  
being treated by her doctor, Dr, H all, who did such a re­
markable Job on her arm.

The situation becomes complicated because under 
the rationing of gasoline we111 be cut down to three or 
four gallons a week. When you consider that from our house 
to the doctor*s o ffice  downtown is  between three and four 
miles, and the distance to the Naval Hospital ( the newly 
constructed one ) is  very much more^ I don't know what we 
are goint to do. W e 'll work it  out some way, I  guess, but 
the theory that we are going to conserve gasoline by putting 
up our own cars, and riding then in taxicabs is  a lo t  of 
boloney.

With a l l  my love, in which Mother joins, I am 

Affectionately ,
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July 12, 1942.

Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, Jr. ,
973 Green Street,
San Francisco, Californ ia

My dear Jack:

Your le t te r  arrived as usual on time, and just 
a fte r  I  had mailed my la s t  le t te r  to you.

I don*t know the best way to approach the problem, 
but because of the nearness of the v is it  of Trubee Davison 
I  have done nothing as yet. He and Cal are going to c a ll  
on me Tuesday, and I  hope that he may have something to sug­
gest. I  don* expect i t ,  but I fe e l that relying on the 
conversation of the gentleman you referred to, who. promised 
you defin ite ly  the promotion is  like  relying oh a broken 
reed. However, on Tuesday I w il l  see what the others sug­
gest, and then probably do what I  think is  the appropriate 
thing.

I was fortunate in being able to do a l i t t l e  
thing that Cal asked of me. He came to me a fte r t$ie matter 
had been passed \xpon by the House, and the chances were very 
strongly against our being able to a lte r  i t  in the Senate.
In addition, i t  would apparently hold up the great Army b i l l  
and cause i t  to go to conference and thus su ffer some delay.
By dint of rather hurried and hard work we succeeded in getting 
the amendment in the Senate, and the promise of the House peo­
ple that they would put the b i l l  right through the House, 
i f  i t  came back there. A ll  went w e ll, and I breathed a sigh 
of r e l ie f  when i t  was over. Even though the matter amounted to 
nothing Cal had made the request of me, and he was utterly at 
sea. This is  what is  termed here the Mpay -o ffM, which simply 
means i f  you ever ask a favor of anybody, you can expect very 
soon thereafter to be asked to render a favor in return, and 
i f  you don*t do i t ,  you are a pretty ungrateful fe llow , and 
i f  you do accomplish i t ,  i t  would have been accomplished by 
the asker by h is own endeavors. I

I  got a bump on the head a few days ago, and 
although i t  was of no consequence, I  have been kept pretty 
quiet since. I  was s ittin g  at a night game during the week, 
and enjoying myself immensely, when some fellow  knocked a
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fo u l• I  did not see where i t  was coming, or where i t  was 
going, until I  f e lt  I  was pretty well conked. There was no 
trouble with i t ,  except the discomfort of having a hump on 
the head, hut the incident is  lik e ly  to interfere very much 
with the enjoyment of Mother and myself. These night game,
I think, are beautifu l spectacles. They formerly began at 
nlhet-o1 clock with a park splendidly lighted, and the mere 
fact of being in the open a ir  at that time of night is  rest­
fu l and soothing. The spectacle, to my mind, is  very beau­
t i fu l .  I f  I  have to cease baseball I  w i l l  have to quit the 
one source of enjoyment that I have. I oan*t go to the 
thretre any more, nor even to the movies, and I am unable to 
go out of an evening unless I  park myself close to a lava­
tory, and this is  not always convenient. So I have nothing 
l e f t  but baseball, where I s it  in seats of my own selection, 
Just a l i t t l e  way from a lavatory, and enjoy myself immense­
ly . I  presume this w il l  be forbidden me in the future.

We a l l  hope that your matter may be cleared up 
this week, and with my love, in which Mother joins,. I  am

Affectionately -
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July 19, 1942.

Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, J r . ,
973 Green Street,
San Francisco, California

My dear Jack:

Your le t te r  of July 17 duly reached me.
Of course, the fact that i t  was written in pencil 
did not occur to me at a l l .  I am Just as glad to 
have it  as i f  i t  had been stenciled in ink. Don*t 
ever think of suggesting that I  excuse pencil in  
your le tte rs .

1 thank you very much indeed fo r your 
remarks upon being h it by a b a ll .  The blow did 
not do a thing to me, and I suffered no i l l  effects  
from i t .  May I  always be as fortunate .*

I  was very much in doubt what to do in the 
matter of the Colonel, who made the promise to you, 
and being so much in doubt I  did nothing. I  talked 
at length about i t  with Cal and saw that he was 
strongly of the opinion that I ought not to approach 
the Colonel on such a theme. In my meeting with 
Trubee Davison, who was not the man I was thinking 
of, and whom I found I did not know as I  had expected,
I tentatively took the matter up with him, but Davison 
was not very receptive. I  may have been wrong in my 
Judgment, but I  ever had in mind, what you seem to 
rea lize  fu lly , the danger of obtaining the right recom­
mendations. Most of those with whom I have talked, and 
I think this Includes Davison, have warned me promotion 
should be in itia ted  lo ca lly . And, while I  do not 
wholly agree with th is, I  fe e l lik e  I  would be o ffering  
an excuse fo r a denial by taking it  up here. However,
I  w i l l  be guided by circumstances.

The la s t  couple of weeks have been h e ll h e re ,-  
clim atically . I t  has been so hot that we hasten to get 
into our a ir-cooled  quarters.
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I  was glad to note that you fin ished up with 
your court-m artial cases. I  should imagine one would 
have been su ffic ien t fo r  you.

Of course you have a better knowledge o f the 
p o s s ib i l it ie s  of the bombing of San Francisco than I  have, 
but It would be the most natural thing fo r  the Japanese 
in th e ir im itation of others to do. They can s it  back, 
and say, in  response to the bombing of Tokyo they had 
bombed San Francisco and done great damage. I  expect 
any time to hear that they have, at le a s t , attempted it*  
And i f  the defense of San Francisco is  no better than 
when I  made some inquiry into i t  a fte r  Pearl Harbor, and 
i f  we have continued sending our planes a l l  over the 
world, and have le f t  ourselves naked and defenseless, 
we can look fo r  something of a catastrophe at home. I

I  was not complaining about the "pay -o ff" with  
Cal because I  very gladly did i t ,  and I  hope, with the 
same a lac rity  and the same enthusiasm with which he has 
ever been ready to aid  us. I  should not have mentioned 
the matter at a l l ,  because on looking back now, I  re a liz e  
what the e ffect would be of th is . I  did not wish i t  thus 
to appear, but was merely Incidentally mentioning what 
always occurs here. I don*t object to the "pay -o ff" when 
something has been done fo r  me, and particu larly  so with  
Cal, who has been kindness i t s e l f ,  and stands guard fo r  us 
in the matter in  which we are a l l  interested.

With my love, in which Mother shares, I  am 

Affectionately your Father,
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July 26, 1942.

Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, Jr. ,
973 Green Street,
San Francisco, Californ ia

My dear Jack:

Yesterday we received your le t te r  of 
July 24. I am of forty eleven d ifferent minds 
what to do with Hickam, but I  find the f i r s t  
thing I must do is  to ascertain where he is .
We*11 start on this task tomorrow, but before 
I do anything at a l l  with him I shall write you, 
so you*11 hear from me again tomorrow or next day.

Of course, I was interested in your 
views regarding the Japs and their taking the 
Aleutian Islands. I have held the same sort of 
view, and I fe lt  i t  was but a prelude to some sort 
of Jap strategy in getting at us and the west coast. 
You know th is is the view held by the Alaskan Dele­
gate, who does not dare express himself as he rea lly  
fe e ls .

There has been running here in the Times- 
Herald a series of a rt ic le s  on various lic e , who con­
stitute our most blatant mputh-pieces, and who are 
described in the a rtic les  as "Having a Wonderful 
Times boys". The a rtic les  include McLeish, who has 
received great prominence from various appointments 
by the President, Ickes, the proprletoress of the 
New York Evening Post, and̂  Walter Wlnchell, and per­
haps one or two others. I f  you would be interested  
in these a rtic les  I  w il l  send them to you. The paper 
containing them is  owned by Cissy Patterson. It  is  a 
sad commentary on our press generally ( there are 
specific  exceptions) that they neither apparently 
sympathize with the expressed views,nor dare touch the 
a rt ic le s . However, such is  l i f e  now.
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I have received numerous le tte rs  suggesting 
I  take part in the Governor1s fight in Californ ia, 
and come out fo r Warren. Of course I would do this 
i f  I  thought i t  would he at a l l  valuable, but I  am 
very much in doubt as to whether a statement from 
Washington fo r the primary would be e ffective fo r him. 
Naturally I am fo r  him, and would lik e  to see him suc­
cessfu l. At thfe distance, however, I  have not the 
remotest idea what his chances are, and I dont want to 
make a faux pas, especially since I have remained quiet 
fo r so long. I t  seems to me I could be of very much 
more value a fte r the primaries than before. I expect 
to see Olson the Democratic nominee, and Warren the 
Republican nominee.

With a l l  my love, in which Mother joins,
I am

Affectionately your Father,


