


January 19, 1942.

Mr. Hiram W. Johnson# Jr.#
Attorney at law,
M ills  Building,
San Francisco, Californ ia.

Dear Mr. Johnson*

I  have this morning your le t t e r  o f the 17th 
o f which the Senator received copy. The Senator is  
worried about the sentence in your le t te r  where you 
re fe r  to a suggestion o f yours which the Senator 
countermanded. The Senator’ s instructions to me 
have been to consult you and do whatever you desired 
I t  was with Mrs. Johnson I  talked over the telephone 
and she asked me to t e l l  you that the Senator said 
to be oautlous# watch your step# and don’ t  get into 
a trap.

The misunderstanding comes I  think about 
asking General Gasser to telephone the Adjutant Gen­
eral*

I  review the situation* I  gave your appli­
cation to General Gasser. He read i t  carefu lly and 
said he would appoint you, but that you wanted to be 
commissioned. He said that he could not commission 
you, but when you were commissioned he could assign 
you. He told  me to ask you to f i l l  our the question­
naire, and fo r  me personally to take I t  to the Ad­
jutant General. The General said I  could t e l l  the 
Adjutant General that he suggested the course, and 
that he was ready to appoint you when you were com­
missioned. Then when I  had my next interview with 
the General, he repeated that he oould not com­
mission you but could assign you, and said i t  was 
necessary to get the questionnaire to the Adjutant 
General. I  took your questionnaire to the Adjutant 
General. I t  was in his hands at two oclock on 
Thursday January 15. He knows exactly what General 
Gasser said, and while he remarked i t  was not as 
easy as General Gasser suggested, he said i t  would 
have his immediate attention. The Adjutant General 
has too copy of your application fo r  the particu lar 
assignment" in Californ ia, and he understands time is  
an essence. I  fe e l sure the Adjutant General w i l l



act promptly, and I  thought Just as soon as the 
o f f ic ia l  response comes to the Senator from the 
Adjutant General, we could then hand I t  to Gen­
era l Gasser.

The Senator told me to do Just what you 
desired, and I  have tr ied  to do th is in every 
particu lar, except that I  did not ask General 
Gasser to telephone the Adjutant General. Some 
o f our government bureaus here areJ Jealous flf 
one another, and resent suggestions or recommend­
ations from another bureau, and General Gasser was 
so fin e  that I  thought I t  safer Just to fo llow  his 
instructions.

Late th is onday afternoon we have not 
heard from the Adjutant General, but o f course,you 
w i l l  be promptly n o tified  o f any developments. The 
Senator expects to be back here Wednesday.

Sincerely,

Secretary
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Send the following telegram, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to

January 24, 1942.

Hiram W. Johnson, Jr#,
973 Green Street,
San Francisco, California

Miss Connor has Just handed me your telephone 
conversation As requested by you whole matter 
has been l e f t  in General* o hands He said this 
morning he had already wired to San Francisco 
which makes any other movement on our part with 
General too la te  STOP He*has acted in good fa ith  
and been most kindly and generous and would I  am 
sure resent any suggestion as to what he should 
do In m ilitary matters STOP Next move must eomd from 
your end as i t  is  now in their hands STOP To go 
to General with the remarks of undisclosed persdns 
would be something I  would not lik e  to do STOP 
You might have i f  possible some friend ly  m ilitary 
friendsin San Francisco telephone General STOP 
There is great fee lin g  . &eregaihoftg^'egulk’r * men who 
arc up in arms over c iv ilia n s  being given higher 
m ilitary rank A case^now before Congress of Just 
this sort I  know you would not lik e  tp be involved 
in another Good luck to you.

0 B
STRAIGHT FAST WIRE 

3•40 p.m.

HIRAM W JOHNSON
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ALL MESSAGES TAKEN BY THIS COMPANY ARE SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING TERMS:

T o  guard against mistakes or delays, the sender ol a message should order It  repeated, that Is, telegraphed back to the originating office lor comparison. For this, one-half the 
unrepeated message rate Is charged In addition. Unless otherwise Indicated on Its lace, this Is an unrepeated message and paid lor as such, in consideration whereof it is agreed between 
the sender o f the message and this Company as follows: ,

' . 1- Jhe Company shall not be liable for mistakes or delays to the transmission or delivery, or for non-delivery, of any message received for transmission at the unrepeated-message 
rate beyond the sum of five hundred dollars; nor for mistakes or delays to the transmission or delivery, or for non-delivery, of any message received for transmission at the repeated- 
message rate beyond the sum of five thousand dollars, unless specially valued; nor to any case for delays arising from unavoidable interruption to the working of Its lines- nor for errors 
In cipher or obscure messages.
..  ? In  any event the Company shall not be liable for damages for mistakes or delays to the transmission or delivery,"or for the non-delivery, o f any message, whether caused by
tne negligence of Its servants or otherwise, beyond the actual loss, not exceeding to any event the sum of five thousand dollars, at whieh amount .the sender o f each message represents that 
tne message is valued, uniess a greater value Is stated in writing by the sender thereof at the time the message is tendered for transmission, and unless the repeated-message rate is paid or 
agreed to be paid, and an additional charge equal to one-tenth of one per cent of the amount by which such valuation shall exceed five thousand dollars.

3. The Company Is hereby made the agent of the sender, without liability, to forward this message over the lines of any other company when necessary to reach its destination.
4. uomestic messages and Incoming cable messages w ill be delivered free within one-hall mile o f the Company's office In towns of 5,000 population or less, and within one mile 

or such office in other cities or towns. Beyond these limits the Company does not undertake to make delivery, but will, without liability, at the sender’s request, as his agent and at 
his expense, endeavor to contract for him for such delivery a t a reasonable price.

N o  responsibility attaches to this Company concerning messages until the same are accepted at one o f Its transmitting offices; and if a message Is sent to such office by one of 
the Company s messengers, he acts for that purpose as the agent of the sender.
. 6. The Company will not be liable for damages or statutory penalties in any case where the claim is not presented to writing to the Company within sixty days after the message
18 filed with the Company for transmission; provided, nowever, that this condition shall not apply to claims for damages or overcharges within the purview of Section 415 of the Communi- 
cations A c t Of 1934.

. ,  7. I t  Is agreed that to any action by the Company to recover the tolls for any message or messages the prompt and correct transmission and delivery thereof shall be presumed,
subject to rebuttal by competent evidence.
. „  8- Special terms governing the transmission o f messages according to their classes, as enumerated below, shall apply to messages in each o f such respective classes in addition
to  all the foregoing terms.

9. N o  employee o f the Company Is authorized to  vary the foregoing.
INCORPORATED

THE WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY

CLASSES OF SERVICE
R . B . W H ITE , P r e s id e n t

DOMESTIC SERVICES
TELEGRAMS -----------------------------------

A  full-rate expedited service.
DAY LETTERS

A  deferred service at lower than the standard telegram rates.
SERIALS

Messages sent to sections during the same day.
OVERNIGHT TELEGRAMS

Accepted up to 2 A .M . for delivery not earlier than the following morning at rates 
substantially lower than the standard telegram or day letter rates.
SHIP RADIOGRAMS

CABLE SERVICES
ORDINARIES

The standard service, at full rates, 
at a lower rate.

Code messages, consisting of 5-letter groups only.

A  service to ships a t sea, to all parts o f the world, 
may be used.

Plain language or code language

DEFERREDS
Plain-language messages, subject to being deferred to favor ol full-rate messages.

NIGHT LETTERS 
Overnight plain-language messages.

URGENTS
Messages taking precedence over all other messages except government messages.

T H E R E  IS A S P E C IA L  L O W -R A T E  W E S T E R N  U N IO N  S E R V IC E  FOR  E V E R Y  S O C IA L  NEED

Telegrams of the categories listed at the right, to any Western Union destination in the United States

TELEGRAMS OF PRESCRIBED FIXED TEXT—  — • — — — 250
TELEGRAMS OF SENDER'S OWN COMPOSITION. First 15 words — — 350
LOCAL CITY TELEGRAMS -  — — —■; . 200

TOURATE TELEGRAMS, for TRAVELERS. First IS words -
(Additional Words, 2 each) 351

GREETINGS AT
Christmas New Year Easter

Valentine’s Day Mother’s Day Father’s Day
Jewish New Year Thanksgiving

CONGRATULATIONS ON 
Anniversaries -  Weddings 

i • - Birthdays Commencement
Birth of a Child

MISCELLANEOUS
Bon Voyage telegrams “Pep” telegrams

Kiddiegrams (No 351 rate)

A S K  A T  A N Y  W E S T E R N  U N I O N  O F F I C E  O R  A G E N C Y  F O R  F U L L  I N F O R M A T I O N



January 26, 1942.

Hr. Hiram W. Johnson, J r .,
Attorney atmlaw 
M ills  Building,
Ban Francisco, C aliforn ia

My dear Jacks

In yours o f the 23rd Just received 
I  note you’ ve attempted to  s e l l  your law hooks 
fo r  *600.00. This la  an outrageous p rice .
Don’ t do i t .

I  enclose you herein my check numbered 
4840 on the Higgs National Bank fo r  *1000.00.
We may consider th is a loan on the books, or 
in any other fashion you desire, but le t  i t  be 
a secret between you and me. Now, don’ t  bother 
please to send this check back, as I  won’ t ac­
cept i t .  I  can a fford  i t ,  and I  want to do i t .

H astily and a ffection a te ly  yours,



WALTER F. GEORGE, GA., CHAIRMAN 
ROBERT F. WAGNER, N. Y. HIRAM W . JOHNSON, CALIF*
TOM CONNALLY, TEX. ARTHUR CAPPER, KANS.
ELBERT D. THOMAS, UTAH ROBERT M. LA FOLLETTE, JR., WIS*
FREDERICK VAN NUYS, IND. ARTHUR H. VANDENBERG, MICH.
JAMES E. MURRAY, MONT. WALLACE H. WHITE, JR., MAINE
CLAUDE PEPPER, FLA. HENRIK SHIPSTEAD, MINN.
THEODORE FRANCIS GREEN, R. I. GERALD P. NYE, N. DAK*
ALBEN W . BARKLEY, KY.
ROBERT R. REYNOLDS, N. C.
JOSEPH F. GUFFEY, PA.
GUY M. GILLETTE, IOWA 
BENNETT CHAMP CLARK, MO.
CARTER GLASS, VA.

CHRISTIE B. KENNEDY, CLERK

'StCmled & iale&  J&enctle
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

February 6, 1942.

Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, J r . ,
Attorney at law,
M ills  Building,
San Francisco, Californ ia

My dear Jack:

Your le t t e r  of February 4 was received 
th is morning.

In regard to the position  that you have 
sought, I  have th is to say -  I  do not think you 
can have any hope o f i t  now.

I  observe that you say you are a fra id  
that I  do not fe e l  I  should explain and s it  down 
and ta lk  things out with those before whom they 
pending. You are quite r igh t, generally speaking; 
and, in  another man’ s business, where he has made 
his decision, I  haven’ t the patience to ta lk  out 
the matter with him, only to have his decision con­
firmed. This, perhaps is  a temperamental fa i l in g  
of mine. You ought to bear i t  in mind, and do as 
you have done, deal d irec tly  wherever you can, 
making your explanations and your elucidations,as 
you desire.

Now, in your next to la s t le t t e r ,  you re­
ferred  to the Judge Advocate's o f f ic e ,  and the char­
acter o f the people who were f i l l i n g  i t  up. Does 
th is mean that you don't care longer fo r  a commission 
there ? I  am awaiting the Adjutant General's reply, 
but w hope deferred maketh the heart sick? "

I  suggest to you that you come east, in 
which Mother concurs. Thereafter, we can try to do 
what w i l l  be agreeable to you. Mother and I  would 
welcome you, and I  rea lly  think i t  is  the best so­
lu tion  of our d i f f ic u lt ie s .

Hh JSu
'1C

With love ,

H astily and a ffe c t io n a te ly ,

0̂  +L- fay



February 10, 1942*

Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, Jr*#
Attorney at law,
Mills Building,
San Francisoo# Californ ia

My dear Jack:

I  received the check I  sent you recently and 
your memorandum of January 29*

X am sending you herein two checks, the f i r s t  
one fo r  §1,000.00 (Riggs national Bank Ho* 4847), which 
X ask you to keep; and another fo r  §500.00 ( Higgs 
Rational Bank 4843 ) ,  the la t t e r  being fo r  expenses to 
and from Washington fo r  a v is i t  to us.

X want you to keep the §1,000.00 check, and 
X never was so earnest in say l i f e  as saying to you that 
I  can rea lly  a fford  i t  now, and I  am only too glad to 
send i t .

I  hope you u t ilis e  the second check in coming 
on here, not that you w il l  obtain what you seek, but 
your Mother and I  w i l l  be tick led  to death to see you, 
and perhaps you can rea lize  yourself some tiling of the 
confusion, in e ffic ien cy , and waste here.

Good-bye until we see you.

A ffeo tlonate ly ,
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.  transmitted as a telegram or^H

ordinary cablegram. r
WESTERN UNION TELEGEA

Febr. 13, 1942,

Hiram W Johnson, J r ,,  
Attorney at law,
K il ls  Build ing,
San Francisco, C a lifo rn ia

Rave written you today Am convinced something in  
government you desire might be obtained i f  you here 
in person Get what suggestions you can to be worked 
out here Think important you should come Do not 
disappoint me Love from us both i-

Hiram If Johnson

STRAIGHT FAST IftRj

0 B



February X4, 1942.

Sonny Boy*

I  started to write this le t t e r  but I  had to 
give I t  up as my arm would not work so am dictating 
i t  to Kiss Connor.

X can’ t  t e l l  you how disappointed I  em at your 
wire. Bad did not know I  sent i t  so X had to keep 
pretty quiet about I t .  X thought there would be a 
ready acceptance, and that I f  you knew X was i l l#  
you would come -  combining the business o f getting 
what you want with seeing me. Some day# i t  seems 
as I f  X oould not stand I t .  I  want to see you so 
badly, and not even you can understand how I  hide 
my Illnesses from Pad, and how I  must keep up fo r  
his sake.

Our tr ip  to Florida was a complete moss. X In­
sisted upon his going because the doctor ordered i t .  
He took the war dreadfully, and i t  was In tensified  
by the dreadfulness of the organizations in Washing­
ton* No one with the w ildest imagination could 
conoeive what the government has brought about. I  
insisted that he go, as he was ordered, to Florida, 
to see i f  the change would not be benefic ia l to him 
( X can say to you I  am sure i t  was beoause he seems 
himself again ) ♦ The going there and being there 
was the awful Job, fu l l  o f anxiety and worry, - too 
long to t e l l  you about i t ,  but i t  was awful. X sent 
the car down beoause i t  was necessary, and X had the 
pleasure o f having the chauffeur drunk up th the 
f i r s t  o f the year, when I  dismissed him. That took 
very carefu l handling, beoause the newspapers were 
eager fo r  any kind of a story, and I  did not know 
what the chauffeur might do; so, with the aid o f a 
fta&end with the railroad, we got him on his way to 
Washington. That necessitated not only having to 
get another chauffeur, but to get the car back to 
Washington, and a l l  th is in a strange place was not 
an easy Job. Of course, the greatest work was dis­
missing the chauffeur and not knowing what he mi^ht 
do. I  oould not le t  Pad handle i t  because he was too 
nervous and I  feared the resu lt. Therefore up to 
that time the tr ip  had done him more harm than good; 
and so I  was compelled to stay a while longer, and



now I  think i t  was a good thing to do.

I  worried about your Dad, and with the trouble 
with the chauffeur and the car, I  came back home a 
complete wreck. I t  has taken me a l l  day every day 
to smile and act well when he was around. That was 
my Job. I  Just long to put my head on your shoulder 
and cry. When I  want you most, you won’ t come.
Z don’ t often plead with you, but I  plead now, not 
only fo r  my own sake, but because circumstances 
warrant your being here. I  cannot emphasize this 
too strongly* Everyone wants some place, and being 
right here on the ground makes a great d ifference in 
resu lts. Dad could go with you to see General Adams 
where, your case is  not closed* The General under­
stands your application and is  sympathetic* Besides 
he hr 3 onr* or two' other things in mind which he would 
personally contact with you* The Bureaus are ex­
panding rapidly, decisions are made quickly, and a 
personal contact can accomplish Tdiat long- delayed 
correspondence would not*

I  would even le t  you f l y  i f  you would come, so 
th is .Is saying a whole lo t  fe r  me*

We shall expect a wire saying you are coming, 
because I f  you knew how much Dad and X long to 
have you here, nothing would stop you.

Devotedly, i

ii



___„
Hiram W . Johnson Papers

Bancroft Library

Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, Jr. ,
Attorney at law,
M ills  Building,
San Francisco.

My dear Jack:

I  have been sending you short dispatches, 
ae i t  is  not quite correct to say I  have not written 
you. I  acknowledge the "corn*1 in the matter of long 
le t te rs , but the m u ltip lic ity  of short le tte rs  has 
kept me from fa il in g  en tire ly .

I  find myself in quite a whirl here. In the 
morning, often extending into the afternoon, are com­
mittee meetings. The Important ones I  try to attend.
In the afternoons we have our sessions, and they take 
a l l  of our time. By four o1clock in the afternoon I  
become exceedingly weary. This is  old age that has 
crept upon me lik e  a th ie f in the night, and which I  
am figh ting  as best I  can to keep away from me, but 
with a oertainty ultimately of being licked by i t .

This war is  getting worse a l l  the time, and 
we1re fee lin g  i t  more and more. The President is  trying 
to keep a l l  matters within his hands, and succeeding in 
keeping none there, is  growing ir r ita b le  and explosive.
He has been made a foo l of by Winston Churchill, and in 
his innermost heart, I  think he begins to rea lize  i t .
We go merrily on spending money until we are pretty nearly 
over our debt lim it, and i t  w il l  be but a short time that 
we are. Another b illio n  now fo r  Russia. What a travesty 
this is  l We are going to come out, everyone of moderate 
means, absolutely broke.

The one b it  of good news that we have had has 
been concerning Ph ilip . He, apparently, knew better than 
the rest of us what he wished, and what he knew would be 
of benefit to him, and he has gone ahead in spite of a l l  
o f us pursuing his chosen path. I  do hope he continues to 
improve, and that f in a lly  he w i l l  conquer the whole s it ­
uation.

TOM CONNALLY, 
WALTER Pi GEORGE, GA.
ROBERT P. WAGNER, N. Y.
ELBERT D. THOMAS, UTAH 
FREDERICK VAN NUYS, IND. 
JAMES E. MURRAY, MONT.
CLAUDE PEPPER, FLA.
THEODORE FRANCIS GREEN, R. I. 
ALBEN W. BARKLEY, KY.
ROBERT R. REYNOLDS, N. C. 
JOSEPH P. GUFFEY, PA.
GUY M. GILLETTE, IOWA 
BENNETT CHAMP CLARK, MO. 
CARTER GLASS, VA.
JOSH LEE, OK LA.
JAMES M. TUNNELL, DEL.

TEX., CHAIRMAN 
HIRAM W. JOHNSON, CALIF. 
ARTHUR CAPPER, KANS.
ROBERT M. LA FOLLETTE, JR., WIS. 
ARTHUR H. VANDENBERG, MICH. 
WALLACE H. WHITE, JR., MAINE 
HENRIK SHIPSTEAD, MINN.
GERALD P. NYE, N. DAK.

QlCrwieb Jtbenaie
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

February 19, 1942.
ROLAND YOUNG, CLERK



HK
Hiram W . Johnson Pi

Bancroft Library

Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, Jr. -  2

I  don*t write you about your own hopes 
because I  am awaiting a f in a l reply from you as 
to whether you are coming back here. I t  is  quite 
the thing to do.

With my love to Miss Schow, Hiram, and 
yourself, in which Mother joins, I  am

Affectionately ,



Hiram W . Johnson Papon
Bancroft Library

TOM CONNALLY, TEX., ^ ^ B l A N  
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JAMES E. MURRAY, MONT. WALLACE H. WHITE, JR., MAINE
CLAUDE PEPPER, FLA. HENRIK SHIPSTEAD, MINN.
THEODORE FRANCIS GREEN, R. I. GERALD P. NYE, N. DAK*
ALBEN W . BARKLEY, KY.
ROBERT R, REYNOLDS, N. C.
JOSEPH F. GUFFEY, PA.
GUY M. GILLETTE, IOWA 
BENNETT CHAMP CLARK, MO.
CARTER GLASS, VA*
JOSH LEE, OK LA.
JAMES M . TUNNELL, DEL.

RAYMOND BARNETT, CLERK
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"2ICnilcb &{cAi&  /Sen ate
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

March 8, 1942.

Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, Jr. ,
Attorney at law,
M ills  Building,
San Francisco, Californ ia

My dear Jack:

Last night, la te , we received your le t t e r  
to Mother. This was dated 6-6. Today, as I  reached 
the o f f ic e  Ifound your le t t e r  of the 6th d irected to 
me. I t  was veiy good o f you to w rite  us, as you did.

A fte r  reading your le tters ,an d  reading the 
clippings from Californ ia  regarding the appointment of 
James C. Sheppard, I  am inclined to think that 
you should steer clear upon the course you intended 
to take when you you l e f t  Washington, and bend a l l  
your endeavors to that end. However, th is view is  en­
gendered in me by only a very lim ited  knowledge of the 
situation, and ought to be wholly disregarded by you. 
The telegrams and le t t e r  sent you the past week by 
Mother only add, in my opinion, to the general con­
fusion and individual perp lex ity . I t  demonstrates, 
i f  i t  demonstrates anything, that th is administration 
is  wholly partisan in character, and when i t  has de­
scended into the hands of a Landld anything may be 
expected o f i t .  However, regard these remarks of 
mine as wholly at random and vagrant, and having no 
force at a l l .

I  was very much interested in your physical 
examination. I  ought to have to ld  you in advance 
that a t r a it  o f our family was having a pulse a l i t t l e  
beyond normal. However, i f  any point be made of 
th is , we may with pride, indicate your paternal an- 
cester, who a l l  his l i f e  had such a pulse, and has now 
liv e d  beyond the b ib lic a l age. I  confess he is  a 
l i t t l e  rackety, and not worth much in a foot race, 
or a f ig h t ,  but s t i l l  l iv e s ,  his mental v igo r unim­
paired, though the attributes of i t ,  lik e  hearing 
and sight are pretty rotten.



Hiram W. Johnson
Bancroft Libraryn

Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, Jr. -  2

We covered our doings here in our te le ­
phonic dispatches to you, and that is  why I  don't 
repeat them. Cal returned Thursday. Immediately 
he telephoned your Mother when he got back, and I  
expect to see him tomorrow. I  don't understand why 
the le t te r  that he undertook to send to you was not 
received by you, but I  presume i t  w i l l  be in due time.

We're wandering along in this war, blatantly 
boasting of heroic deeds, and always at the conclusion 
of our sinking the Japanese navy, we find a l i t t l e  
piece concerning the Island which was the subject of 
assault, that the Japanese have taken i t . *  I  think our 
people ought to be told the truth, and th is, whether 
the truth is  palatable or not. I f  once th is great 
country believes that i t  is  being l ie d  to ( I t  does'nt 
n6w ) there w il l  be suoh a howl that i t  w i l l  be heard 
around the world. I  think that our authorities are 
laying up fo r themselves a store of wrath by this sort 
of conduct. We can take i t ,  and f i f t y  years ago I  used 
to try to teach you and Arch to take as well as give it*  
However, there seem to be two schools in this matter now.

I  suppose there is  nothing to do but to wait 
until your own concerns have been Ironed out. I f  I  can 
be of any service to you in th is process, le t  me know.
In the meantime, Mother and I  send our love to you,
Hiram, Ph ilip , and Miss Schow.

A ffectionately your Father,

--------- f y h W V K
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March 15, 1942
RAYMOND BARNETT, CLERK

Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, J r . , 
Attorney at law,
M ills  Building,
San Francisco, California

My dear Jack:

I  received yours of March 13 this morning.

You are too modest about the designation 
of your strip  tease dance. I  assume that i t  was a 
source of great satisfaction to the assembled multi­
tude at the Letterman Hospital. I t  seems, however, 
that you got the worst of i t , i f  i t  was su ffic ien t to 
keep you from your o ffic e  fo r  some days.

We*11 attend to the inquiry of your appli­
cation tomorrow. Notwithstanding the vagaries of 
the mail, the extra days should have been ample to 
have enabled i t  to be delivered.

I  am l i t e r a l ly  stunned with the news that
has come to us today of the battle  o f Java. While 
most newspapers seem, in some devious method, to 
prove we won a v ictory, the “Baltimore BunH, which 
has always been a crazy Administration paper, writes 
very p la in ly about the ba ttle , and about our being 
whipped. How terrib ly  our people misjudge the l i t t l e  
deformed Japanesel The news was withheld from us fo r  
more than two weeks. We may make a l l  the excuses on 
earth, -  the fact that the f le e t  was commanded by a 
Dutchman,that i t  was in waters unknown to us, and the 
thousand other things which w il l  be spoken in J u s tifi­
cation; but the fact remains, we were Just whipped, 
and i t  makes me terrib ly  mad.

With my love, in which Mother Joins, I  am

Affectionate!**



March 22, 1942.

Mr. Ph ilip  B. Johnson,
TWAIN -  HAHTE,
TUfcLUMNE COUNT!, CALIFORNIA.

My dear Ph ilip . *

Yours of March 19 received la s t night.
You did exactly right in relation  to the Tlmes-Herald.
Ie there any other paper that you would like particu­
larly? I f  there le , le t  me know, and I w i l l  send It  
to you, or, I f  you p re fer, I  w i l l  oontlnue to send the 
Times-Heraid.

Mother and I  were deeply grieved over the 
illn ess  of Mr. Grayson, the District Attorney. W© 
fee l deeply indebted to him fo r his kindness to you.

I am returning herein, as you requested, 
the picture of your house. When you have another one 
taken, please send i t  on. I wish that I  were there at 
this particu lar time. I  am so depressed over Roosevelt1 s 
War, and I  fe e l so utterly help less. Of course, when 
our country, rightly  or wrongly, gets into a war, there 
is  nothing to do but win that war, and a l l  of us naturally  
w il l  do everything in our power, but an old fe llow  lik e  
myself thinks of the d if f ic u lt ie s  which w lbl beset us here­
a fte r, -  d if f ic u lt ie s  from which we w il l  not be able to 
extricate ourselves fo r  generations. There can be but one 
outcome of the war from the standpoint of every American, 
and that is  ultimately complete victory, but the cost of 
the victory in treasure, and worse, in men, nobody seems 
to reckon, and i t  is  heavy on my heart. We get no news 
of what is  rea lly  transpiring. I f  you re c a ll, i t  was three 
weeks before we had any news at a l l  of the Battle of Java, 
and we have not had complete news yet. This to me is  a rotten  
system. I f  you can1t take i t  as w ell as give i t ,  in either 
a single fight or a war, you better keep out of both. To 
treat our people lik e  a lo t  of morons or ohlldren is  to me 
the height of fo l ly .  However, we oan*t change men1 s natures, 
and i t  seems to be a fixed idea of those who figh t wars, 
that they must forever oonoeal defeats or losses.

With love to you, In which Gran Joins, I  am 

Affectionately your Grandfather,



P:S: Remember, your condition is  ever uppenaoit in our
hinds, and do write us each time how you are feeling, 
and how you are improving. We thought I t  wonderful 
that you should have walked as fa r  as you did, &&*feet 
with one cane.


