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November 21, 1934,

Mr. Hiram W.Johnson, J r .,  
Attorney at law,
M ills  Building,
San Francisco, C alifo rn ia

Dear Mr. Johnson:

U ntil the receipt of your telegram I did  
not know that the SAUSALITO HARBOR PROJECT had not been 
f in a l ly  adjusted, fo r  the reason that upon his return from 
C alifo rn ia , Secretary Ickes asked for the f i l e ,  and to ld  me 
he was going into it  personally, and would write to the 
Senator. I  know that Harry S lattery handed him your le t te r  
of October 19th.

This morning, f i r s t  I saw Harry S lattery .
He had the complete f i l e  of the case. The le t te r  of October 
19th apparently had been acknowledged, in a sort of"form" 
le t te r  fashion by "Thoron" fo r the Secretary. In the f i l e  
Mr. S lattery had copy of Secretary Ickes* recent le t te r  to 
the Senator, and also the Senator*s le t te r  to Mr. Ickes under 
date of November 17th.

Mr. Ickes claims personally to have gone into 
the case, and to have found it  exactly as he reported in his  
le t te r  to the Senator. Harry S lattery expressed the opinion 
that he had a suspicion there may be some individual in some 
d iv ision  p re ju d ic ia l to the pro ject, but Mr. Ickes says he 
hardly thinks so. At any rate , what they now plan is  to get 
a financia l man, and a lega l man, in no way connected with PWA, 
but from another department, place the complete f i l e  before them, 
and have them render a report, without any knowledge o f the report 
that has been made upon i t .  This is  to be done at once. This 
was Harry S lattery*s suggestion, in which Mr. Ickes acquiesced, 
as Mr. Ickes says he w i l l  be very glad to be convinced that the 
project is  otherwise than as reported in h is la s t  le t te r  to the 
Senator. I am to be advised when the above investigation is  com­
pleted, and of course, I  w i l l  promptly advise you.

Sincerely yours,

7?7. G n urL ^ l
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December 18, 1934.

Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, J r .,
Attorney at law,
M ills  Building,
San Francisco, C a lifo rn ia

My dear Jacks

I take i t ,  of course, i t  is  thoroughly 

understood that there w i l l  be no g ift s  exchanged by any 

of us Christmas. I  am writing this note merely to make 

assurance doubly sure. None of us is  in any position to 

indulge in appropriate g i f t s ,  and in addition, they're  

re a lly  not necessary to express the very great a ffection  

we a l l  cherish fo r  one another.

I  am back in the o ffice  as usual, and find , 

of course, an enormous number of Californians here, anxious 

either to obtain something fo r  their particu lar lo c a lit ie s  , 

or Jobs fo r themselves.

I don* t think the plans of the Administration 

fo r the next session have yet c rysta llized  wholly. I  hope to 

know more about them tomorrow, when I expect to go to the 

White House.

Love to the boys and Miss Schow, in which

Mother Joins,

A ffectionately ,
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December 23, 1934.

Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, J r .,
Attorney at law,
M ills  Building,
San Francisco, C aliforn ia

My dear Jack:

I may not have the opportunity to write  

you tomorrow, so I  am sending you this note of the events 

of the f i r s t  week of our return.

The weather has not been bad, -  a l i t t l e  

colder than we have it  in San Francisco, but not so cold as 

to in terfere  particu larly  with one*s movements. This town 

is  w ild  with Christmas, and apparently the shops are doing 

as much as ever before, and the populace rushing about in the 

manner Americans do at th is season of the year vieing with 

one another in  being fooled into buying something they don*t 

need fo r somebody who does not want i t .  Of course, in the 

National Capital, where many thousands of new jobs have been 

created, and where Uncle Sam acts as paymaster to those who 

reside here, the depression is  fe lt  much less  than any other 

place in the country. Thg wage slaves complained b it te r ly  of 

a 15$ reduction, and even of a restoration  of two-thirds of 

that, l i t t l e  understanding how much better o f f  they were than 

any other part of the nation. At any rate , the stores are



gr

Hiram W. Johnson Papers
Bancroft Library

Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, Jr . -  3

jammed, and it  is  most ir r ita t in g  to go through the t r a f f ic .

To one as old as I am the quiet of home is  singu larly  ap­

pealing.

A great many of the Congressmen and Senators are 

here, and I found exactly what I expected, that the ‘’Yes" 

men and the "rubber stamps" have been so muliiplied by the 

election that there w il l  be l i t t l e  independence in the forth ­

coming session, which means l i t t l e  rea l consideration of the 

le g is la t io n  proposed by the Administration. I t  needs no ar­

gument to demonstrate that th is is  an e v il thing in a democracy.

The b ig  event with your Mother and myself th is  

week was dining with the President Wednesday evening. In his 

usual very charming way he asked us to come to him, and we 

had one of those intimate dinners and conversations a fte r­

wards that are so much more pleasant than the b ig  routs. His 

daughter, Mrs. D ali, and his confidential secretary, Miss Le- 

Hand, your Mother and myself, aside from the President himself, 

were the only ones at tab le . For a couple of hours a fte r din­

ner we chatted of various subjects. I think I have mentioned 

to you in the past that apparently he had no p o lit ic a l re­

sentments, and I have been rather surprised at times that he 

would meet people whom he knew to be against him seemingly with 

the same good fellowship as those who were loya l and attached 

to him. I recognized long ago in  my f i r s t  conversations with
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him that he had an in fin ite  cunning, and this probably was 

h is protection against some who were treacherous or would 

conspire against him. In chatting with him intimately the 

other night I  found that my idea that he was without re­

sentment was a pure illu s io n  that probably he himself had 

designedly created. He to ld  with the greatest gusto of the 

Gridiron Dinner. Having learned that Mencken was to be the 

other speaker on the occasion, he had his secretariat gather 

together a lo t  of Menckenized s tu ff, deriding the American 

people and their in te lligence, and generally in the unfortu­

nate fashion that distinguished S in c la ir, denouncing everything 

and everybody. He took Mencken on very cleverly  by lauding 

him as a great w riter, and then giving instances of his lite ra ry  

s k i l l  by reading the newspaper a rt ic le s  he had written about 

our people generally, their a b il ity , their learn ing, their habits, 

etc; and some things he had said about the press and the cor­

respondents, which showed his absolute contempt and disdain for  

them. He said i f  he had to wait ten years he would get back 

at Frank Kent of the Baltimore Sun and Arthur Krock of the 

New York Times. I was very greatly surprised at these utter­

ances and the vigor and earnestness with which he spoke, but 

inasmuch as our views coincided concerning these very d is­

tinguished newspaper correspondents, naturally  I was not very 

greatly  displeased. It  was, however, a new side of Roosevelt*s
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character that he had kept, apparently, in check at other 

time8, and it  explained to me something of his attitude  

toward Cutting in the la s t  campaign, concerning which I 

had the temerity to ask him. He had forgotten apparently 

of the service that Gutting did him in 1933. He did not 

mention at a l l  the sac rifice  when Gutting supported

him, it  seemed that irrevocably he had made. He remembered 

only that Gutting had been forcefu l and b itte r  in debating 

concerning the veterans. He imagined W&is in that debate 

Gutting had held him up as one who l i t t l e  remembered the men 

who had been wounded or broken by the war. It  was perfectly  

p la in  that the Democratic a c t iv it ie s  in New Mexico against 

Gutting had been not only with his consent, but doubtless from 

his orders, and while I had rea lized  that th is was the fact  

from my long distance telephonic conversations with Farley,

I was sorry to have th is confirmation. I don*t know just what 

i t  w i l l  mean with the contest before the Senate, but I do think 

that it  is  small, and ungrateful, and cruel, and what l i t t l e  

I can do to prevent an in justice  being done Gutting here w i l l  

be done.

The President is  going to send in the World Court 

at the beginning of the session. I expressed my regret and 

to ld  him that while I rea lized  the power of the top-heavy 

Democratic majority in the Senate, i f  I  were wholly alone,

I would make the figh t. He said, personally he did not car®
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about the World Court, one way or the other, but adherenoe 

to i t  had been included in the Democratic platform, and for  

that reason, he would act. This w i l l  give me a d i f f ic u lt  

task at the beginning of the session, and probably an over­

whelming defeat. However, * thrice armed is he whose cause 

is  ju s t", and the fact that I am certain to lose , does not 

very greatly  disturb me.

I am greatly  disturbed over the suggestion 

the President made concerning r e l ie f ,  and the plan he had in 

mind for employing in useful work those new unemployed, who 

were upon the r e l ie f  r o lls .  It  is  quite possib le  that with 

the innumerable agencies at his command, and the investiga­

tions that have been made by experts of every character, he 

may accomplish in the manner he suggested what he seeks; 

but the scheme, at f i r s t  blush, seemed to me as b iza rre  as 

anything Upton S inc la ir has suggested. I am not going to 

w rite you now of th is matter, because i t  may not c ry sta llize  

into a defin ite  policy, although he spoke as i f  h is mind were 

made up. I w i l l  talk  to you about the subject la te r  on, and 

leave it  as a sort of addenda to a connected story, of which 

th is is  the beginning.

We had a good time, re a lly  a de ligh tfu l time, 

and 1 think it  is  very, very kind of Roosevelt to have us with 

him in this fashion. He addresses your Mother always as MBossM,
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and in h is utterances to us is  always kindly and intimate, 

and with his rare personality, and unerring good sense and 

good humor, he is  the most pleasant of companions•

We found Joe and Fong had the house spic 

and span, and had done a great deal of work with the fence 

and the yard, and in painting the woodwork of the exterior 

of our home. I was very greatly  worried fo r fear that those 

who hold the trust deed upon our dwelling would in s is t  upon 

a p a rt ia l payment of the principal which is due the f i r s t  of 

February, but I have a le t te r  from them now in which they 

say they w il l  renew the obligation . I presume they w il l  do, 

as in the past, demand a bonus fo r the renewal, but this I 

can not avoid, p articu larly  in times such as these.

Since our return I  have not heard from, nof 

seen Mr. Ickes. I noticed by the press that he was suggesting 

the return of Colonel Waite, with whom the publications hinted 

there had been some rupture when Waite le f t  the Department.

I got to lik e  Waite, and I would be glad to see him back.

I received th is morning your wire in answer 

to mine about your dinner Tuesday night. We are going to t e l ­

ephone you because both of us re a lly  want to. 1 w i l l  send you 

d e ta il by wire. I have been hoping to hear from the boys or 

from you concerning their examinations, but I presume they don*t

know yet their markings. I hope everything comes out well with

them.
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Mother joins in love to the hoys 

and to Miss Schow, and both of us, of course, at th is  

particu lar time send a l l  of you the usual Holiday greetings, 

but we send to you, my dear boy, very much more, not in 

material g i ft s ,  but in boundless love*

A ff ect ionat e ly ,
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Sunday, December 30, 1934

Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, J r .,  
Attorney at law,
M ills  Building,
San Francisco, Californ ia

My dear Jack:

here through the mail your two le tte rs  o f December 26th 

and your le t te r  of December 28th. I  presume the Christ­

mas de liveries  have made the difference in time, which 

you w i l l  observe from these le t te rs . I read your f i r s t  

le t te r  with care, and I  observed that the matter o f most 

consequence has now been taken up by you with somebody 

named Martin, whom I  never heard o f, and a rep ly  prob­

ably w i l l  be received within a b r ie f  period. When I  was 

in  C alifo rn ia  I  suggested a number o f time st that in my 

opinion the wise thing to do, i f  you were going to pro­

ceed with this matter, was to have Mr. P e tt it  come on 

here and take i t  up personally with the various ind iv id ­

uals who were d irecting what should be done. Of course, 

i t  may be that the whole matter can be worked out by 

correspondence, but i t  seems in this instance an ever­

lastin g  task; and i f  tome people are designedly trying to 

k i l l  the whole pro ject, they probably can accomplish the 

re su lt  by constant misunderstanding and misstatements, 

and interminable delay. At any rate , le t  me know when

This, Sunday, morning, there came to me
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you hear from Martin, and perhaps some way w i l l  occur 

to me to work the matter out.

I  have not seen Iekes since my return, nor 

have I  personally conferred with him. A fter I  wrote 

you la s t , he telephoned your Mother merely to extend 

greetings upon our return. As I  fe e l at present I  have 

no desire to discuss any proposition witli him. I  presume 

that within a b r ie f  period some public matter of con­

sequence w i l l 'a r is e  which may render this necessary, but 

under existing circumstances I  sha ll not endeavor to hasten 

that date. When this time comes unquestionably he w i l l  

ra ise  the matter of the correspondence which has passed 

between us, and doubtless the whole subject matter.

I  am writing th is le t te r  Instead of w riting  

my usual le t te r  to you, because I  know your anxiety over 

the particu lar matter. I  am sorry I  can be of so l i t t l e  

aid .

With my love to the boys and yourself, in  

which Mother jo ins,

Affe ctlonate ly ,
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