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C O M M ITTE E  ON IM M IG R A T IO N

January 3 , 1935.

Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, J r . ,
Attorney at law,
M ills  B uilding,
San Francisco, C alifornia

My dear Jack*

The end of Saturday afternoon and I am sending you ju st  

a lin e  acknowledging receipt of yours of December 37. We have 

been reminded quite enphatioally of your v i s i t  by a storm the 

la s t  few days. The only other time our roads have been in the 

condition they are at present and the amount o f snow has re­

mained unmelted on the ground was when you were here at the 

time of the te r r ib le  Knickerbocker Theatre d isa ste r . It i s  a 

r e a l task to comeiin now and a greater task to go out when one 

is  t ir e d . Our o ld  car is  in  such condition that we daren*t 

risk  i t ,  and we are u t i l i z in g  Cooked Ford, which, o f  course, 

does not add to  the gaiety  o f the t r ip s .  We saw the o ld  year 

out and the New Year in , but I leave to Mother the description  

o f that fe s t iv e  n ig h t. I amused m yself from dinner u n t i l  the 

midnight supper playing cards with a h a lf  dozen m illio n a ir e s , 

one of whom was L eite r , the grain magnate of Chicago. The 

practice I had in C aliforn ia  stood me in  good stead, from 

which remark you w ill  gather that although I sat down with two 

on e-dollar b i l l s  in  my pocket, I went home s t i l l  reta in in g  them 

and sin gu larly  enough considerable ad d ition .
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Mother received the sweetest typew ritten le t t e r s  from 

the boys and we both read and re-read  them*

My love to both the kiddies and y o u rself. 

A ffe c tio n a te ly ,



LABOR anuary 3 , 1925
Hiram W . Johnson Papire

Bancroft Library

T H E  D R E A M E R ^

Senator Johnson of California Pays Unusual 
ripute to the Hard-Fighting Progressive

Iiiram Johnson

Declaring his opposition to Underwood’s bill, which would 
present Muscle Shoals to the Power Trust, S ta to r  Hiram

thatsen T a f® “ lef0il0Wi'1S reply in the Senate to the charge that Senator Norris was "dreaming dreams” -
1  p i  the Senator from Alabama (Mr. Underwood) say the other day that the Senator from Nebraska iWv . a, • omei aay that
right Per ha ns th* I p \  !Norris) was dreaming dreams. Maybe he is
dreams but sinol ”  ' Nebraska’ in M  * *  asks, is dreamingdreams,,but since man emancipated himself, Mr. President, men have been

dreaming, dreams for man and mankind, and it is the 
dreaming of these dreams that has marked the mileposts 
in human progress during all the, centuries past.

I can recall historically that Galileo dreamed dreams, 
under thTT? , d^ amS’ and> thou« h compelled to i-'ecant
immutah?oth lHa!i ° f tort“ re; hls frightened lips yet told the immutable and the unchangeable truth

^ N ew ton  dreamed a dream as he l2y upon the ground and
unISand fa“- He dreamed * drCam that

Columbus dreamed a dream of another world far beyond
court°scm?erthat Jhen Were known—a dream at which every court scoffed and every courtier laughed^ W e are here to- 
tlay because Columbus dreamed that dream. 
pamlef I11Tn who landed at Plymouth Rock and those who

dream. But Lmcoln bou g h t the realization of that

Panama Canal. Today U |  , he l a t e s t

aiT „ r  t iliiS  iexists profitably (or the city o f:D etn S  Today that Publ.c ownership

ply from the Owens Valley, 250 miles disfantT ® great water sup-
Some men in the city o f San Francisco years ago, when the citv w ai in M l  

grip of a street railroad that wrought its own will as it n le a ip / ”  i l e
S 7 o a d T1'S d darv T ed^  d" 'am that IW  ^ b t ^ S e t T u n l c ?far-as -IT d y San 1 rancisco operates that road, operates it on a 5-cent I 

Sn'ihl ! S opf ated snccessfuHy, prosperously, advantageously.
So the dream of the Senator from Nebraska I can appreciate I trust he will 

continue iterating and reiterating. I regret the rioteof  dLcouragem Lt tha
° ther/ ay I  h,s remarks. Oh, be not discouraged s l^  N e^erI mind the tem p ora l defeat or the temporary disaster Never mind wiiat a, r  

moral catastrophe there may seem to be, for dreams such as art you,', Sm 
mately will prevail, for the truth prevails. youis ulti'

Sometimes it i? as dangerous to preach, fhe truth as to enter a powder mae-- 
azine with a lighted torch, but, nevertheless, truth yet exists- and all 
has taught us, all people's governments have taught us, that whatever nmy 
be the check whatever may be the defeat, whatever the haltirgs the heait

they are hut ephemeral, and ultimately,1

Dream on, you Senator from Nebraska, for your dreams mean but one thing I
K S K - uJ E  i j f g S f  ”a* "rosner. and II!
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C O M M ITTE E  ON IM M IG R A T IO N

January 5 , 1925.

Major Archibald M. Johnson,
Attorney at law,
M ills  B uilding,
San Francisco, C alifornia

My dear Arch:

I decline further to watch the Tia Juana races. I ob­

served Saturday Nyarit was entered, and yesterday, Spread 

Eagle. The former a lso  ran, and the la t te r  ju st showed.

I guess our horses are ou tclassed . I know I am disappointed, 

and I know how much greater must be your disappointment#

We have had a tremendous storm. I t  bas made coming back 

and forth  d i f f ic u lt  and precarious the la s t  few days. We have 

now the slush and mud. However, th is  is  part o f our winter 

weather, although we have had no such snow f a l l  fo r  many years 

Can you suggest wnybody who possesses the re q u isite  quali 

fic a tio n s  fo r  secretary? I want, o f course, not only a man 

who is  f i t  to  perform the ordinary se c re ta r ia l d u ties , but one 

who knows a l i t t l e  o f C a liforn ia  and C alifornia  p o l i t i c s ,  and 

who could a id  in p u b lic ity  there.

Love to Martha and y o u rse lf.

A ffe c tio n a te ly ,
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'TUCmieb S e n a t e
CO M M ITTEE ON IM M IG R ATIO N

January 5 , 1925.

Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, J r . ,
Attorney at law,
M ills  Building,
San Francisco, California

My dear Jack:

I spoke to you in one of my recent le tte r s  about a l i t t l e  

speech I had made on the Muscle Shoals question. It  was wholly 

extemporaneous. Underwood had spoken of Norris as a dreamer of 

dreams in h is  endeavors to save th is  great plant upon which the 

Nation had spent $ 1 5 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 .0 0 , and o f f  hand, I said something 

about dreaming of dreams. Of course, I can get no p u b lic ity  now. 

I found that the l i t t l e  paper ca lled  LABOR in th is  c ity , which 

goes to a l l  labor organizations throughout the country, l i f t e d  

the stu ff from the Congressional Record, and inasmuch as i t  did,

I have clipped i t  and send i t  to you herein.

Odr days are very f u l l  now, and probably w ill be u n til the 

fourth of March.

Love to the kiddies and yo u rself.

A ffectio n a te ly ,
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January 9 , 1925

Major Archibald M. Johnson,
Attorney a t law,
M ills  B uilding,
San Francisco, C a liforn ia

My dear Arch:

I have th is  morning your le t t e r  o f January 3. I f  I did  

not take so much in tere st in  your darned old  horses I would zr>t 

w rite you about them. I r e a lly  think that my disappoinrment 

has been quite as keen as yours. I am s t i l l  praying.

There is  nothing new to write you here. We are r e a lly  

hard at i t ,  and the incidents occurring are not such as to in­

crease optimism in our form of government. The increase o f s a l­

ary of p o sta l employes admitted by everybody to be ju s t , was 

vetoed by the P resident, and we fa i le d  to over-rid e the veto by 

a single v o te . I t  was a sad spectacle of cow ardice,. in some in -  

stance§,and purchase by patronage and other modes in other in­

stances. Perhaps, however, i t  was a p retty  good trib u te  to  the 

senate when you consider that with a l l  o f the power of the admin­

is tr a t io n , the P re s id e n ts  personal appeals, the d istrib u tio n  of  

patronage, the party organization th re a ts , and the purchase of 

lame ducks with jo b s , the vote was 55 against the President;, and 

but 29 for him.

Yesterday we kicked in the s la ts  the idea of government con­

t r o l  of Muscle Shoals, where the government has expended 

$ 1 5 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 .0 0  of our people*s money. For government operation
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and co n tro l, 37 votes were mustered, and th is  was a p retty  

f a ir  showing in an age of m aterialism , and an u ltra -co n serv a tiv e  

senate So, a fte r  a l l ,  I presume we ought not to  despair of the 

future.

The snow is  heavy on the ground s t i l l  from the storm of a 

week ago. We are going back and forward in a l i t t l e  Ford. Our

tumbled down condition we fear to tru st i t  in the ice and the 

d r i f t .

Time is  going by so quickly that we*11 be in San Francisco, 

i t  is  our expectation, almost before you know i t .

My love to  Martha and y o u rse lf.

b ig  car with i t s  bad axle  gi/ve* springs, and in i t s  generally

A ffe c tio n a te ly ,
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C O M M ITTE E  ON IM M IG R A T IO N

made i t  d i f f i c u lt  to come back and fo rth . The cold  weather 

has continued, so that e&ch night there is  a h e a v y a n d  

the snow has stayed upon the ground longer than any time 

since we have been in Washington. Indeed, yesterday was the 

meanest and most dangerous ride in that I have ever had. The 

road is  ex actly  lik e  g la s s , and chains are o f very l i t t l e  use. 

Added to t h i s ,  we are a fr a id  to tru st our b ig  car, and while 

I recognize the u t i l i t y  o f the Ford, I am not enamored of i t s  

com fort. The seasons seem to be changing, and ce rta in ly  the 

la s t  ten days have been none too p leasan t.

Events here are more than sickening, but the Administra­

tio n  could get away with murder now, and because o f the p re ss , 

the American people would applaud. The appointments of  

Charles B. Warren as Attorney General, and Frank B. K ellogg as  

Secretary o f State mean that th is  Government i s  a government o f ,  

f o r , and by J .P . Morgan and Company, and that our foreign  a f fa ir s  

in  the future w ill  be con tro lled  by Great B rita in . For s ix  

years K ellogg sat next to me. On the one hand was Knox, and on 

the other, K ellogg. He is  not a bad man, but he is  weak, tim id , 

and a fe a r fu l man, who recognizing power bends to  i t  with the 

f l e x i b i l i t y  of a courtier and the s e r v i l i t y  o f a sycophant. He
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is  a lawyer of a b i l i t y ,  but lik e  many men who have come up 

from nothing, he hates the very source from which he sprung.

I t  is  the o ld  story o f the apostate in re lig io n  being the 

most in to lera n t, and the slave the cruelest of slave d riv ers.

Now these ch a ra cte r istics  are known,and were commented upon 

when he was a senator* Reading between the lin e s  i t  can be 

seen that the press s t i l l  has in mind i t s  former estim ate o f  

him, and y e t, you have got to read between the lin e s  very care­

fu l ly  and have a f u l l  understanding o f what has occurred in the 

p a s t , fo r  d e ftly  concealed are the fa c ts  npw. M edill McCormick 

is  to be rewarded for changing h is vote on the P ostal Employes 

B i l l  with a foreign mission* Today*s papers are f i l l e d  with the 

indictment o f the Governor of Kansas for the sale  of pardons.

Now and then we hear o f some bum who s e l ls  h is  v o te . A United  

States Senator who is  purchased by the President however with a 

foreign  m ission to change h is  vote so that underpaid Government 

employes may not have meat upon th e ir  ta b le s , or th eir  children  

the opportunity that is  given to children gen erally , goes 

unscathed. During the debate on the Postal B i l l  i t  was stated  

on the flo o r  of the senate that the ”lame ducks” who were r e lie d  

upon by the President to sustain h is  veto were to get jobs for  

changing th eir  v o te s , and men lik e  S te rlin g  and McCormick were 

named in th is  regard. The charge did not even touch the sensi­

b i l i t y  o f the senate, and the p re ss , wreaking with rotten ess  

as i t  i s ,  gave the charge not even passing n o tic e . I f  Governor 

Davis and h is  son in Kansas, instead o f s e llin g  pardons fo r  a 

thousand d o lla r s , f ilc h e d  from the people the public domain for
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m u lti-m illio n a ire s , the great m etropolitan press in  th is  country  

would not have had a tremor, and in the great newspaper o f f ic e s  

of the b ig  c i t i e s ,  there would not have been an instant* s shock.

I don*t know what i t  a l l  means. Perhaps i t  means that I am a 

crank and an a s s , and that I am gettin g  into the dangerous be­

l i e f  that there are only a few honest men in th is  world. Don*t 

think that o f me and don*t believe that I can not adequately  

measure the present by other tim es, and measuring i t  thus, j 

I do not despair by any means of the future. I simply think  

that we*re in an era that comes in cycles to peoples and govern­

ments, and from which we w ill  unquestionably emerge. The only  

fe a r  I have is  that we w ill swing so fa r  in the one d ire ctio n , 

that we w ill  swing too fa r  back in the other when the revulsion  

comes.

I am plugging along as best I can, opposing by private in­

terview  and public ta lk s , the Muscle Shoals s te a l , in which a f ­

te r  a l l  I think we have accomplished something, butting against 

power companies, and generally , the wealthy and united forces of  

corruption to get r e l ie f  for the Imperial V alley  and carry out 

the Boulder Dam p r o je c t , trying to do a l i t t l e  for humanity with 

the P ostal B i l l ,  and on the Foreign R elations Committee jib in g  

my fellow s into in a c tiv ity  as w ell as p ossib le  in the hope that 

I may delay, although not prevent, our going into Europe in one 

jform or another, and generally as unobtrusively as p ossib le  being  

m yself and pursuing the course I have marked out.

With a l l  my lo v e , I am

A ffe c tio n a te ly ,
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Mr. H.W.J. -4

P :S : I have reverted to  my old  system of w riting to both

o f you as in  the foregoing. T his, because I am pressed fo r  

tim e, and I was glad to ta lk , to both o f you together. Hiram* s 

birthday is  upon us again . You may dimly under stand, the dear 

l i t t l e  grandchildren not at a l l ,  with what extraordinary rapid­

ity  the days, and months, and the years are passing with me now. 

I want to keep my vigor u n t i l  I see these two dear grandchildren  

develop. Indeed, I am hoping to acquire a poise and a greater  

wisdom and philosophy with the passing years that I may apply 

them in very small degree in aid in g these two k id d ies. My love  

to  them as w ell as y o u rse lf.
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H o - e k  January 30, 183S*
Bear Sonny |

I i «  e t l l l  crippled  and therefore th is  m e t  be a abort 
nou*. As soon as your second wire cam  I wired Mr. Livermore 
but to date have heard nothing from him. Of course I have no 
other address than Just I t l a  Beach and so there is  a chance 
that he did not receive the wire* I f  he did he 'evidently wiE 
let me know in due time*

. _  there ie  re a lly  nothing new* Bad i#  having some fun
in the senate Mhioh I hope has been carried to  California*
I t  r e a lly  mss splendid because i t  gave him a chance to  be him*

* t I® p retty  hard to  have to  take the worst o f  
i t  a l l  the tim e, and o f  course, th is  Administration i s  rather 
drunk with i t s  power and don't le t you forget it *  It  i s  per-* 
fee a y  marvelous What a great man Mr* Coolid ie  has become*
1 should think he would resent th is  admiration now be oaves it  
took them three 2eng years to fin d  it  out, and he got the 

ah&bby shoulder* a l l  that time* I f  he stops to think
about It now, I  should not think he would be te r r ib ly  f la tte r e d .
a ^  o f ^ o o t ^ lo k in g 1 sry^  * °  mtdi> t*10 sther in  the fin ish ed

I f ^ l f i  i °  Couaena to dinner tonight*
! h i?  £ \ f S l  *  *«*y  W «  a ffa ir *  Such a f fa ir s  as the

t h ^ tJ P ? * *  m d  1 *m H y  think i t  ie  a good th in g, because I don't think we could stand many a t  a time*

« * . .  *_  ̂ absolutely  no news* I am anxious about A rch ie 's  
5 1 * ^ 2 2 ^  anf  °^n t  think o f anything appropriate* He seemed to

wtth  the co ck tail set and I  am glad of  
f m ® trying to gat a moment to  write the children, but 

a5* l^stter. fa had a good hm& over what 
Miss Schow got Hiram for me* If she got anything else  in %

meters the Bureau of tH&at&rd* to  take
W * Give the boys lo t s  o f  lov© and thank Mias Schow, and 

explain to  her why I hay© not answered her very splendid le t te r  
A« soon a s  I hear from Livermore $ w ill  wire you. *******

A ll  my love to you*

Devotedly,



PsSt Please find m% from Mrs. Bresses9 dau^iter where she 

got her l i t t l e  Pekinese* I  oan#t  think o f her name* I  hare 

io t  bought % dog yet *

\
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January 21, 1925.

My dear Boys:

A h ectic  week has th is  been with me. I grew weary 

of what was happening over in P aris, and a fte r  observing on 

Friday la s t  that Kellogg had offered  a reservation to the 

Paris agreement that the United States would be bound only 

in matters of i t s  own concern, which was indignantly repudi­

ated by the Premiers of every other country, I o ffered  a 

resolution  in the Senate asking the Secretary o f State to 

transmit to us the agreement. The resolution kicked up a 

tremendous row. Every newspaper in the East that is  responsive 

to  J .P . Morgan and Company and the b ig  in terests  abused me lik e  

a pick-pocket. The b ittern ess was the b ittern ess of the o ld  

League of Nations1 fig h t in te n sifie d . Sunday morning, however, 

the Washington Post published an e d ito r ia l by George Harvey, 

e n tit le d , "America Duped" which was a corker and went in f in ite ly

farther than I had ever suggested in characterizing what had
■

happened abroad. Hughes f e l t Aincumbent therefore to respond 

on Monday. My resolution  came up in the Foreign Relations Com­

mittee th is  morning. We fussed an hour over what would have 

been ordinarily  a purely formal m atter, and then the resolution  

was favorably reported. I took i t  to  the flo o r  of the Senate 

and immediately had i t  passed, and thus ends the f i r s t  episode 

of th is  sta rtlin g  international r e e l. Hughes w ill now reply, 

of course, saying we are not bound at a l l ,  and I w ill indulge
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in  my own construction regarding the agreement. I f  I fe e l  

there is  no o b lig a tio n , I w ill frankly say so , and i f  I fe e l  

that there i s ,  I sh a ll have no hesitancy in denouncing i t ,  

although every newspaper in the United States cartoons and 

v i l l i f i e s  me.

The s h ift  from Hughes to  K ellogg i s  a most in te re stin g  one* 

Hughes has h is  fa u lts  and h is lim ita tio n s  and is  pro-E nglish . 

Kellogg has these fa u lts  a thousand times m agnified and is  

weak and tim id and un-American.

I don*t know who w il l  be the new Federal Judge to suceed 

Dooling. As you know, I have recommended Iangdon, and my c o l­

league recommended S t. Sure. Knowland o f Oakland, Shortridge, 

and of course a l l  the o ld  Guard p o lit ic ia n s  have been breaking  

th eir  necks to appoint St. Syre. Singularly enough, the 

Attorney General has some l i t t l e  confidence in my judgment re­

garding ju d ic ia l appointments, and while the p o l i t ic s  o f the 

situ a tio n  w ill  prevent the appointment of Langdon, in  my opin­

ion , I am very doubtful i f  St. Sure gets the plum. I f  I can 

succeed in preventing th is  I think I w ill have done a l l  that I 

could have hoped for under the circumstances.

Circumstances develop so that I appear to vote against the  

Adm inistration, not because I have any p a rticu la r desire to do 

so , but because I w ill not s t u lt i fy  m yself. There was a good 

instance yesterday when the Republican m inority sought to  have 

adopted i t s  views concerning the D oheny-Sinclair-F all o i l  scan­

d a l. The m inority, through Spencer of M issouri, bad the audac­

it y  to say that the o i l  lea ses  were b e n e fic ia l to  the country,
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and to refer to their execution as p a tr io tic , e tc * , I asked 

ju st two questions: F ir s t , whether the United States Govern­

ment did not have pending actions to cancel the le a ses , and 

secondly, whether in those actions the United States Government 

did not aver and in s is t  that the leases were executed withodt 

warrant of law f i r s t ,  and secondly that they were executed 

pursuant to if fraud, bribery, conspiracy and corruption. Of 

course the answer was in the a ffirm ative . Afid then I asked, 

whether they wished the Senate to traverse the a llegatio n s o f  

the b i l l s  in equity of the United States Government in those 

cases. How any man under the circumstances, p a rticu la rly  any 

man who had voted to begin action to cancel the leases, could 

vote for the minority report passes my comprehension. Our Re­

publican brethren are simply mad^ with the idea that the la st  

election  gave them carte blanche to do anything, and that they 

need not worry about public sentiment, and certain ly  not about

morals at a l l .

With lo ve ,

A ffection ately
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P :S : I canft  w rite you anything about the autom obile,

because Mother remains s t i l l  in a doubtful s ta te . I think  

when she comes to C a lifo rn ia , i f  we can get her to come in 

March, we may be able to persuade her to buy the Loco.

I know I would lik e  i t .  No doubt, she has to ld  you about 

her e ffo r ts  to  get in touch with the party in Florida concern­

ing the boat. She sent him a telegram but we have had no re ­

sponse.

Love to  the k iddies and yo u rse lf.
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C O M M ITTE E  ON IM M IG R A T IO N

January 2 9 , 1925

Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, J r . ,
Attorney at law,
M ills  B uilding,
San Francisco, C a lifo rn ia .

My dear Jack:

This has been a tough w inter, and fo r  the f i r s t  time 

since we have liv e d  in the country, I am forced to  admit that 

i t  is  disagreeable and uncomfortable. This is  increased by the 

d i f f i c u lt ie s  we have been having of la te  with autom obiles.

For a time I rode back and forth in Cooked Ford, but Cooke was 

taken sick a week ago la s t  Saturday and has not since been with 

u s. I have been trying to use my l i t t l e  car in the interim , 

sometimes driving in m yself and at other times with a temporary 

chauffeur. The trouble we have had is  one that can hardly be 

appreciated in C a lifo rn ia . To drive in with a thermometor at  

10 in the s le e t  means th a t the wind sh ield  becomes opaque, and 

in order to  drive at a l l ,  the front of the car has to be thrown 

open. To a man inexperienced in driving and who liv e s  indoors, 

th is  experience is  neither pleasant nor t h r i l l in g . And to add 

to my d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  night before la s t ,  when the weather reached 

zero, the l i t t l e  car fro z e , and was stuck on the road yesterday  

morning coming in and stuck on the road going out la s t  n igh t.

I f in a l ly  induced your Mother to le t  the big  car go into the
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fo r  temporary u se . I t  i s  to be returned to us to n ig h t, and 

I hope in usable shape. These troubles are , o f course, 

ephemeral, but they make the- situ atio n  disagreeable now. I f  

I had the money I would buy a decent cheap limousine car, and 

would leave the purchase of an expensive town car to people 

who can b ette r  a ffo rd  i t ,  and who, perhaps, set the s ty le s .  

However, th is  is  by way o f passing only, and is  the resu lt o f  

the rotten weather we have been having. Ever since I wrote

you about the f i r s t  storm, the snow has been/upon the ground 

in our v ic in ity , and recent snow stdrms have added to  i t .

We are plugging along u p sta irs with many m atters that 

in tere st me. At th is  time with these matters we are somewhat 

in the situ a tio n  you would be i f  you were endeavoring to try  

h a lf  a dozen law su its  at the same time. I kicked up quite  

a muss with my inquiry as to what had been done a t  P aris , 

and i f  nothing e lse  ever is  done, real good has been accomplished  

fo r  the American people. But for my a g ita tio n , we would not 

have known what has taken p la ce , and far beyond th a t, the agree­

ment signed at Paris would have rested  upon the in terp retation  

put upon i t  by the foreign  prem iers, a l l  of whom in siste d  that 

i t  was our re-entrance into the European mess involving o b lig a ­

tio n  upon us in the future in c o lle c tin g  from Germany reparations. 

We have forced the Secretary of State into a p o sitiv e  declaration  

that we have assumed neither "le g a l nor moral o b lig a tio n , and 

thu s, with the statements made by foreign  prem iers, i s  one wholly

deep

at variance made o f f ic ia l ly  by our own Government. The incident
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i s  not yet c losed . I have refrained from speaking upon i t  u n t il  

the Secretary of State responds to my re so lu tio n .

Mrs* Bowes was with us for one night th is  week. She brought 

your Mother the cu test, l i t t l e  Peke I have ever seen. I am sorry  

that she did so, although you can not help but love the l i t t l e  

doggie. I t  simply means ad d itional care for your Mother, and i f  

anything happens to the f r a i l  l i t t l e  th in g, or we part with i t ,  

ad d ition al trou b le . Old Spartan snoops around as i f  we had done 

him a personal in ju ry .

I have tr ie d  to remember your investments in looking at the 

d a ily  returns. I t  seems to me you have been exceedingly lucky, 

although I am not very clear about the m atter. I am hoping and 

praying that i t  is  so. I look upon you as the one prudent, sen­

s ib le  member of our fam ily f in a n c ia lly , and the only one, who, 

because o f h is  good sense w ill  prosper.

With love to  the k iddies and y o u rse lf, I am

A ff ect ionat e ly ,
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Here i s  to  my cu rly  haired baby on h is  n a ta l day We an? th in kin g  of 

you each moment and I oan see you ju st  a s  you a rr iv e d  So sorry about 

the m irror W ill  send you something more personal la te r  STOP Dad ju s t  

f in is h e d  marvelous American speech surrounded by senators a t c lo se  with  

many oongratulat ions Hope you have wonderful day love to  you and

Martha
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A full-rate expedited servieev
N I G H T  M E S S A G E S

Acctepted up to 2:00 a .m . at reduced rates to be sent during the 
night and delivered not earlier than the morning of the ensuing busi­
ness day.

Night Messages may at the option of the Telegraph Company be 
mailed at destination to the addressees, and the Company shall be 
deemed to have discharged its obligation in such cases with respect 
to delivery by mailing such Night Messages at destination, postage 
prepaid.
D A Y  L E T T E R S

A deferred day service at rates lower than the standard telegram 
rates as follows: One and one-half times the standard Night Letter 
rate for the transmission of 50 words or less and one-fifth of the initial 
rates for each additional 10 words or less.

SPECIAL TERMS APPLYING TO DAY LETTERS:
In further consideration of the reduced rate for this special Day 

Letter service, the following special terms in addition to those enu­
merated above are hereby agreed to:

A. Day Letters may be forwarded by the Telegraph Company as 
a deferred service and the transmission and delivery of such Day 
Letters is, in all respects, subordinate to the priority of transmission 
and delivery of regular telegrams.

b . Day Letters shall be written in plain English. Code language 
is not permissible.

c. This Day Letter is received subject to the express understand­

ing and agreement that the Company does not undertake that a 
Day Letter shall be delivered on the day of its date absolutely, and 
at all events; but that the Company’s obligation in this respect is 
subject to the condition that there shall remain sufficient time for 
the transmission and delivery of such Day Letter on the day of its 
date during regular office hours, subject to the priority of the trans­
mission of regular telegrams under the conditions named above.

No employee of the Company is authorized to vary the foregoing.

N I G H T  L E T T E R S

Accepted up to 2:00 a .m . for delivery on the morning of the en­
suing business day, at rates still lower than standard night message 
rates, as follows: The standard telegram rate for 10 words shall be 
charged for the transmission of 50 words or less, and one-fifth of 
such standard telegram rate for 10 words shall be charged for each 
additional 10 words or less.

SPECIAL TERMS APPLYING TO NIGHT LETTERS’.
In further consideration of the reduced rates for this special Night 

Letter service, the following special terms in addition to those enu­
merated above are hereby agreed to:

a . Night Letters may at the option of the Telegraph Company 
be mailed at destination to the addressees, and the Company shall 
be deemed to have discharged its obligation in such cases with re­
spect to delivery by mailing such Night Letters at destination, post­
age prepaid.

b . Night Letters shall be written in plain English. Code language 
is not permissible.

No employee of the Company is authorized to vary the foregoing.
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February 6 , 1925,

Mr* Hiram W. Johnson, J r . ,
Attorney at law,
M ills  Building,
San Franoisco, C alifornia

My dear Jack:

Received yesterday your la st le t t e r . I had a good laugh 

over your remarks concerning the t ip s  B i l l  had been receiving  

from Arch and over your remarks concerning them and A rt’ s de­

parture, I re a lly  fe e l  very sorry fo r  the apparent break­

down of the k id 's  horse. He certain ly  has not come up to ex­

pectation s. I fe e l  much more sorry for what I think may be the 

consequences in the future, and I do hope the lad may not get 

him self involved.

Two weeks ago when I received your telegram I could see 

you and the kiddies taking the tr ip  to the ranch. Afterwards 

I got the C alifornia papers and read of the great rain storm 

on the Sunday you were gone, and then I began to fre t some about 

i t s  inconvenience, and possible worries to you. I was glad to

get your le t t e r , although you drove home in that deluge no harm 

was done. I could imagine Frere with you in the hotel in Cor­

ning, and I thought that he probably^ in doing things that were 

wholly novel to him^was f u l l  of pleasurable surprises to him self 

and to you, as w ell. I was sorry that Hiram was sick , but glad

tk+4

to note i t  was only a day 's i l ln e s s . Hiram is  a wonderful boy,
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with a p recocity  I think has seldom been equaled. I lik e  to  

dream o f h is  future. I think that he w ill  go fa r  and that 

there w ill he no lim it to  h is  accomplishments; and, in  no le s s  

degree, hut in  a d iffe re n t way, I look for an equally  success­

fu l  future fo r  your younger son. Indeed, I think there are no 

two children lik e  my two grandchildren.

I endeavored to  d eliver a broadside day before yesterday 

upon what had occurred at P a ris . N aturally, I was circumscribed  

in my knowledge, and n ece ssa rily  therefore restrain ed  in some of 

my ch aracterization s. The Hughes' rep ly  came to us very la te
■ - K

Tuesday afternoon. I did not propose to  le t  the matter re st  in­

d e f in ite ly , and so, responded at the opening o f the session Wed­

nesday. I ta lked  wholly without n o tes. My purpose was to  pre­

sent in  the record the construction of the P aris agreement by the  

d iffe re n t governments abroad and in the press generally  there. 

What I s a id ,o f  course, was not done with the smoothness or with 

the li te r a r y  tone that i t  should have been done, because there 

was no time fo r  preparation o f a speech. I had, however, the a t ­

ten tion  p r a c tic a lly  o f the whole senate during the greater part 

of my remarks, and the press generally have reported them p retty  

f u l ly .  Of course, the p re ss , owned as i t  is  by Morgan and Co. 

has b it t e r ly  a ssa ile d  me. But th is  was to be expected. I have 

no doubt at a l l  that what we did at P aris was done d is t in c t ly  to  

take us into the European mess, and there is  no doubt about i t  in  

the minds o f European statesmen. I am equally certain  that it  

was done at the d irection  o f  Morgan and Company, and u ltim a tely
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I intend in one fashion or another to proclaim t h is . The 

d if f ic u lt y  in proclaim ing something o f which you are reasonably  

su re, but o f whioh you have no proof w ill be obvious to you.

At any r a te , I did in th is  matter what I determined, when I 

returned here la s t  December to do, and expressed m yself as I 

d esired . No other man upon the f lo o r  o f the Senate has the guts 

to  do so in th is  era* Everybody here now is  "r e g u la r ", and the 

re su lt o f the la s t  e lectio n  has s t i l le d  the voices in the Repub­

lic a n  Party who might have united with me in protest*

Although I don*t wish you to say anything about i t  in your

le t t e r s ,  I am having the same d i f f ic u lt y  about returning in March 

that I had la s t  year. Your Mother does not want to come back and 

says she w ill  not during the interim between adjournment in March 

and reassembling in December. I fe e l  I must return, however, and 

that i t  i s  ab so lu tely  necessary for me to take up my p rofession  

again . I ca n 't  t e l l  you how I shrink from t h is , and how i t  co lors  

my l i f e  at present, but I see no escape.

We have had a couple o f nice days with the thermometer 20 or 

a l i t t l e  more in the morning, and going over 40 during the day.

In our back yard the snow has in soine degree melted, but our front 

yard is  s t i l l  a l l  ice and snow heaps. Since we have been here, no 

such winter have we ever experienced. The snow has been on the 

ground ever since the la t te r  part o f December, and never before has 

i t  continued fo r  a longer period then a week or ten days.

With a l l  my love to the kiddies and y o u rse lf.
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February 13, 1935

Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, J r . ,
Attorney at law,
M ills  Building,
San Francisco, California

My dear Jack:

I received your good le tte r  th is  morning . 

I wrote you a short note yesterday from the 

Senate, and I am ju st acknowledging receipt of 

your le tte r  now. I was sorry to note you have 

been i l l .  It is  a singular coincidence that 

I am suffering in exactly  the same way. Your 

Mother is  ff l i t t l e  b etter.

Love to the kiddies and yourself.

A ffectio n a te ly ,
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WES's E M  UNION
WESTERN UNIDN

TELEGRAM
NEWCOMB C AR LTO N , PRESIDENT GEORGE W. E. A T K IN S . FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT
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TELEG R A M

DAY L E TTE R BLUE
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symbol appearing after the check.

The filing time at shown In the date Una pn full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all massages, Is  STANDARD TIME.

RECEIVED AT 1449 VAN I f s s  AW 
A278SF

SN WASHINGTON DC 612P FEB 14 1925

HIRAM W JOHNSON JR

973 GREEN S T  SANFRANCISCO CALIF

THE APPOINTMENT OF STSURE AS FEDERAL JUDGE IS IMMINENT STOP 

THE EXCUSE GIVEN BY THE PRESIDENT TO ME T H IS  MORNING 

IS THE OVERWHELMING ENDORSEMENT OF HIM BY THE JUDICIARY AND 

AND THE POWERFUL RECOMMENDATIONS OF HIM BY CHIEF JU S T IC E  MYERS 

OF THE SUPREME COURT AND FEDERAL JUDGE PARTRIDGE STOP 

IT  SEEMS INCREDIBLE TO ME THAT MYERS AND PARTRIDGE SHOULD , 

HAVE SENT SUCH ENDORSEMENTS STOP I HAVE WIRE LANGDON STOP 

I WISH YOU WOULD NOTIF* AL ROSENSHINE AND JUDGE WALTER
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TELEG R A M

DAY LE TTE R BLUE

N IG H T  MESSAGE N ITE

N IG H T  LE TTE R N L

"j? 1-TON. PRESIDENT____ GEORGE W . E. A TK IN S . FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT

If none of these three symbols 
appears after the Check (number of 
words) this Is a telegram. Other­
wise Its character is indicated by the 
symbol appearing after the ,check.

The filing tfm /aiitioW hlh 'tlia  i

RECEIVED A f UTT£R « 2
rte bn full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messages, Is STANDARD TIME.

LO G AI UD

PERRY JOHNSON THAT ENTIRE APPOINTMENT APPARENTLY NOW HINGES 

UPON THE CLAIMED INSISTENCE OF MYERS AND PARTRIDGE THAT 

STSURE BE APPOINTED a n d  SUGGEST TO THEM THAT TOMORROW SUNDAY 

WITHOUT F A I L  THEY SEE THAT MYERS AND PARTRIDGE WIRB THE ATTORNEY

GENERAL AND THE PRESIDENT ESACTLY THEIR POSITION STOP

p l e a s e  i m m e d i a t e l y  c o m m u n i c a t e  t h i s  t e l e g r a m  t o  r o s e n s h i n e  a n d

JOHNSON

HIRAM W JOHNSON

425PM
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February 17 , 1925.

Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, J r . ,
Attorney at law,
M ills  Building,
San Francisco, C alifornia .

My dear Jack:

I want to  re late to  you the fa cts  surrounding the appoint­

ment of the Federal Judge in San Francisco so that you may have 

them at hand and transmit them to those you think e n title d  to  

know them.

Iflhen I was in San Francisco a fte r  the death of Judge Dool- 

in g , I recommended Judge Langdon for the p lace. McCabe and oth­

ers ca lled  upon Shortridge, and McCabe and Benjamin, so i t  is  

stated  to me, sought to  induce Shortridge to recommend langdon. 

Shortridge temporized, notwithstanding the earnest e ffo r ts  made 

by Benjamin and McCabe. Subsequently the session opened here, 

and i t  was some time before Shortridge would make any recommend­

ation  at a l l ,  mine a l l  the while being on f i l e  fo r  Langdon.

F in ally  an agreement was made between Shortridge, Benjamin, Know- 

land and St.Sure, that Shortridge would recommend St.Sure, and 

Knowland and St.Sure would deliver Alameda County to Shortridge in 

the primary election  next year. Up to th is  time Knowland and 

Shortridge had been b itte r  enemies. They had been opponents in 

1914 for the Republican nomination for United States Senator, and 

Knowland had been su ccessfu l. As recently as la s t  year Knowland 

to ld  me that Shortridge had dealt treacherously by him subsequently
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in  the e le ctio n , and ever since 1914 Knowland and St.Sure, who 

was Knowland1 s p o lit ic a l  manager then, had denounced Shortridge, 

and between Shortridge and the pair there had been b itte r  enmity. 

Benjamin evidently turned upon McCabe for he came on here a fte r

Shortridge recommended St .Sure and did what he could in St .Sure’ s 

b eh a lf. The Attorney General reached the conclusion that St.Sure  

was not an appropriate man to be appointed. Because some whom he 

knew had conveyed information to him,he thought r e lia b ly , he

believed  Judge Tflhlter Perry Johnson would be the most sa tisfa cto ry  

se le c tio n . Judge Johnson was a l l  but selected . Then Joe Knowland 

came here and personally appealed to the President. The services  

o f Armstrong, the representative of Harry Chandler, were invoked, 

and he, for Chandler, personally pleaded with the President, and 

Coolidge, whose thought in these appointments is  wholly p o l i t ic a l ,  

and who has never been su ffic ie n t o f a lawyer to care a rap con­

cerning the q u a lifica tio n s of a Judge, except that the Judge sh all 

be subservient to big  business, began to switch from Johnson, whom 

he had been persuaded to appoint by the Attorney General to St.Sure* 

On Saturday la s t ,  Coolidge telephoned me, to ld  me how much he 

prized  my recommendations, that he wanted me always to make them, 

because he knew he could re ly  upon them, that he found him self in  

the situation  where he f e l t  he would probably have to appoint St. 

Sure Judge, and he desired personally to t e l l  me t h is , and that it  

was not intended as a repudiation in any sense of any recommenda­

i t  that he f e l t  obligated in . I to ld  him very frankly and bluntly

tio n  o f mine, but that there were certain  matters connected with
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that of course he had the right to do as he pleased, that right 

I did not question, but I did question the propriety of the ap­

pointment, and I added quite solemnly, " in  order, Mr* President, 

that you may be under no Misapprehension as to the fa c ts , I t e l l  

you that the appointment is  neither an appropriate one nor a f i t  

one to be made, n He m s  apparently embarrassed for a moment, 

and then he said  how could he reach such a conclusion when

before him were the endorsements of the judiciary of C aliforn ia , 

and p articu larly  of the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, and 

Judge Partridge, I to ld  him that I had not seen those endorsements, 

and it  was incomprehensible to me that there were any such en­

dorsements, but whether there were or not, I know that St, Sure 

ought not to be appointed* He continued then to itera te  and re­

ite r a te  these endorsements, while I continued to deory them. He 

evinced such h esitation  in the matter that when h is  nomination did 

not come in during the afternoon, I wired Langdon, you, and f in ­

a l ly  Rosenshine, Sunday morning I received a telegram from Chief 

Justice Myers, as fo llow s:

"B erk eley ,C a lif. 1935 Febr.14
"Hon.Hiram W. Johnson 
United States Senate Hflhshington DC

"My telegram re St.Sure d is tr ic t  court not intended to  
detract from endorsement of Langdon whom I strongly  
recommend Louis W, Myers, "

Hearing nothing from Partridge, la te  in the afternoon I sent him 

a long wire. Next morning, Monday, Coolidge was n o tifie d  by more 

than one individual on the subject. He to ld  Congressman Line- 

berger that he doubted the wisdom of the appointment of St,Sure, 

and he repeated what he had said to me about the endorsement of the
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Judges, described Partridge1 s telegram as a page in length, 

ascribin g to St* Sure the highest q u a lifica tio n s . Lineberger 

to ld  him the exact situ ation  p o l i t ic a l ly , that the appointment 

was a trade , and these fa cts  as w ell as Benjamin* s particu lar  

situ a tio n , were described to Ooolidge, and prior to that time 

had been made p erfectly  p lain  to him and the Attorney General. 

In the afternoon, the nomination came into the senate. Late in  

the evening I received a telegram from Partridge. The telegram  

i s  as fo llow s:

"Sacramento, C a lif• 1935 Febr.16
"Senator Hiram W. Johnson 
Senate Chamber, Washington, D.C.

"Senator Shortridge wired me asking with regard to 
three things F irst character of Judge St.Sure, 
second, le g a l a b i l i t y  and th ird , attitude toward 
enforcement o f the law. I wired fu lly  in response 
statin g  that in my opinion St.Sure m s of high 
character and le g a l a b il ity  and that he had voluntarily  
ca lle d  upon me statin g  h is attitu de towards enforcement 
o f the law would be the same as my own. That is  the 
only communication from me on the subject.

John H. P a rtrid g e ."

Rowell, McCabe, Neumiller, and others of the so -ca lle d  

Progressive wing of the Republican Party of C alifornia , wired 

the President and the Attorney General on behalf of Langdon. 

Their telegrams aroused no more in terest than i f  they had come 

from a Senegambian or a Hottentot.

At the very la s t  minute before the nomination was sent in  

on Monday, as w ell as on Saturday, as I have d eta iled , the Pres­

ident iterated  and reiterated  the Partridge telegram, and while 

I do not for one instant believe the appointment was due to the 

Partridge telegram, Partridge*s action afforded the excuse for  

th is  appointment. I n&ed not say to you that I was more in­

strumental than any other person in the appointment of John
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Partridge. I need not say to you how I smile cyn ica lly  at th is  

la te s t  exhibition  o f that singular resentment I have so often  

encountered in those for whom I have done a p o l it ic a l  favor#

That Partridge should strik e at me in an underhand fashion, 

never advising me of what he was doing, that he should act in  

concert with Shortridge and Benjamin, that he should advocate 

what he knows is  an u n fit appointment, are hut added evidences 

o f  the rottenness o f p o l it ic a l  l i f e ,  and but one more example 

o f that with which we have become so fa m ilia r , o f men who have 

received your favor, resenting the favor and repaying i t  with 

uhkindness, d u p licity , treachery and a stab in the back#

X forgot to add that upon receiving Judge Myers* telegram,

I transm itted at onoe copy both to the President and to the At­

torney General, and I transm itted what Rosenshine said in h is  

telegram to me that Partridge asserted he had never intended to  

recommend any one for the p o sitio n , so that these statements were 

before the President, and he was fam iliar with them when he made 

the appointment.

The fact o f the matter is  Langdon*s very virtues disquali­

f ie d  him# Judge Johnson would have received the appointment but 

fo r  Joe Knowland, and Harry Chandler and h is influences. I f  

Knowland had not been in Washington, and i f  Chandler had not dipped 

in to  the matter, I have no doubt that the result would have been 

Judge Johnson's se lection .

You are at lib e rty  to show th is  le t t e r , i f  you d esire , to  

A1 Rosenshine and Judge Johnson.

With love to the kiddies and yo u rself,

A ffect ion ately ,



Hiram W . Johnson Papers 
Bancroft Library

Mr. Hiram W» Johnson, Jr* -  6

I am w ritin g th is on another page as my l i t t l e  personal 

note to you, so that i f  you desire to  u t i l iz e  the le t te r  I have 

w ritten concerning the Judgeship, you can omit th is  page.

I was delighted to have your telegram about the boat. I think 

i t  would be the greatest lark imaginable i f  you would come back 

here and we s a i l  through the Panama Canal in the yacht. I thought 

that i t  might be a great scheme to take Joey and Fong to do what­

ever work might be e sse n tia l, but when I mentioned i t  to Joey, 

he said he would not go. I donf t  know why, but that was h is a t­

titu d e concerning the matter.

We* 11 have an extra session merely for the purpose of 

confirm ations, although other matters may creep in . It  w ill  

occupy probably a week a fte r  Inauguration unless we get tangled  

in some other controversies. As soon as that sh a ll have been 

concluded, I expect to come to California*

With a l l  lo ve ,

A ffectio n a te ly ,
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My dear Boys:

I read the returns of yesterday th is  morning, and had a 

higher opinion of Burr a fte r  reading them. I think he made an 

excellent run, one of which he need not fe e l in the s lig h te st  

degree ashamed. Generally speaking, the press and the p o li ­

tic ia n s  were p erfectly  certain that Mrs. Kahn would win by three, 

or four, or fiv e  to one, and the vote shows how l i t t l e  they knew 

about the situ ation .

As always at the close o f a session , we are in a tremendous 

rush here, and w ill be u n til two weeks from today when the new in­

auguration takes place. Thereafter, we’ l l  have an extra session  

o f the senate, which, i t  is  not expected w ill la st  more than one 

or two days. I f  in jected  into th is  extra session are various 

tre a tie s  and the world court, th is  estimate o f i t s  length must of 

course be revised , and under those circumstances we w ill  l ik e ly  

be here a couple of months. It is  my hope to come out just as 

doon as p ossib le  a fte r  the extra session is  concluded. I sh all 

probably have to come alone, but I am determined on coming. I w ill  

o f  course le t  you know as things turn up here.

In one le tte r  that came to me, i t  was suggested that Harry 

C o sgriff wanted Larry Flaherty’ s p la ce . I have never heard anything 

e lse  in respect to the matter than th a t. Recommendations for the 

place w ill  have to be made very sh ortly . L itt le  M itchell i s  a
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candidate and certain people press h is  claim s• Fred Stewart is  

a candidate and he has certain  others, among whom I believe is  

Sheriff Finn. Higgins of Sacramento is  a candidate and he has 

the d ifferen t organizations in a l l  the counties outside of San
■/i/ Y \

Francisco and Alameda^and northern C alifornia p ra c tic a lly . I f  

Harry should be a candidate, he ought to get immediately S h eriff  

Finn’ s endorsement, and through the S h e riff, the endorsement o f  

the San Francisco County Committee.

Mother and I were la id  up for a few days with rotten colds. 

I think we are both in  rather better shape now. The weather has

moderated and i t  looks as i f  winter is  over. I am mighty glad for  

i t  m s  a tough one.

With a l l  my love,

A ffect ionately ,
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fe jo r  Archibald II. Johnson,
Attorney a t  law,
M in e  Building,
Son Francisco, C alifornia

My dear Arch:
Teeter day X received the note o f your return to Ban

Francisco. I m  delighted to observe that you were feeling
fin e  and ready for hard work again. Mother and X are both

happy that your m oat ion did you ©o much good.

We're at i t  day and night now. Immediately a fte r  the

inauguration next Wednesday, we have a special session of the

Senate. In the ordinary course of events i t  ought to take but

a few days, and a t the moat, a meek, but we're in such a h ectic

condition that i t  i s  d i f f ic u lt  to prophecy the time i t  w ill

occupy. Upon i t s  close X hope to come home.

We have a b r ie f  time o f f  th is  afternoon because o f the

death of He d i l l  MoOomlck. This m s  a groat shock. Tomorrow

however he w ill  be but a dim memory. Men are accustomed now to

lock a l i t t l e  blank v/hon you speak o f  Bodge or Brando gee. With

an e ffo rt o f memory they r e c a ll that there we§o cuefh Senators.
HI

Bast year they f i l l e d  the TShshlngfcon hori son.

Giro my love to Martha, and much to you rself.

A ffect ionately ,
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February 25, 1935.

Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, J r . ,
Attorney at law,
M ills  Building,
San Francisco, C alifornia .

My dear Jack:

I received your telegram yesterday. I was delighted when 

I got your wire la s t  Saturday saying you were undertaking the 

purchase of KEMAH, and had sent Captain Ward on to in v estiga te .

I  hope everything turns out exactly as you d esire , and that the 

boat is  in every respect as you imagine. I am r e a lly  looking  

forward to your a rriv a l and a trip  through the Canal. As you 

know, a week from today is  Inauguration. Immediately thereaf­

te r  the Senate meets in special session . The p rin cipal busi­

ness to be transacted at the special session is  the confirmation 

of the Cabinet. Unless something unforeseen occurs, that special 

session can not exceed, in my opinion, in duration tefc a few days 

or a week, and we ought to be clear therefore and e n tire ly  f in ­

ished here by the 11th. There i s  such a hectic atmosphere and 

such an undercurrent, however, of b ittern ess around, that I should 

not be surprised at anything transpiring*

I wrote you about Harry C osgriff desiring to be Surveyor of  

the Port. I assume from a telegram I received from Finn th is  

morning that Harry probably has been doing something in i t .  Finn’ s 

telegram is  as fo llow s:
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"San Francisco, C alif* 1925 Feb.25

"Harry C osgriff is  a candidate for surveyor of p ort. I to ld  
Harry I had already communicated in  behalf o f Stewart 
I f  true that Stewart could not receive the appointment 
I would be glad to help C osgriff THOMAS F. FINN. "

The way Harry oan make th is thing absolute is  immediately 

to  get Shortridge. He ought to bring to  bear, i f  he is  r e a lly  in 

th is  thing, every p a rtic le  of pressure that he can on Shortridge, 

and do i t  immediately, so that within fo rty -e ig h t hours a fte r

th is  le tte r  reaches you, he would have Shortridge* s ob­

lig a tio n  to be h is  way. I can not put th is  too strongly. I f  

you are in terested  in Harry, and desire him to  have th is  Job over 

M itchell or Stewart and the others, you can c a ll  him up, or see 

him, and t e l l  him* It  i s  up to him. to do the work within fo r ty -  

eight hours a fte r  you speak to him with my colleague.

With love to the kiddies and much to yo u rself,

A ffectio n a te ly ,


