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IMMEDIATELY GETTING READY TO LEAVE ON

TENTH FOR MINNESOTA ‘THENCE NORTHDAKOTA AND THEREAFTER SOUTHDAKOTA

DOHERTY MET*ME' KANSASCtTY AND WHILE HE THINKS CHANCE VERY SLIM

S8OUTHDAKQTA HE AND MTTCHELL HAD REACHED CONCLUSION NOTHING ELSE1

COULD BE:I.DONE BUT GO AHEAD MCSWEEN CAME AT MY REQUEST KANSASC I'TY

AND THERE WE'MET’ THE'

LOVE FROM BOTH OF'US

INFLUENTIAL ONE

IN MISSOURI: OKLAHOMA'

HIRAM W JOHNSON.

NEBRASKA
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February 6, 1920

Major Archibald M Johnson,
Mills Bldg.,
San Francisco, California.
My des,r Arch:

I have just had a very important conversation with a gentle-
man on the inside, whose name | am not at liberty to divulge.
Immediately after this conversation | have dictated as well as
I could what he told me. | send you a copy of his statement.

I believe absolutely what is told me, not only because of the high
character of the individual who has related it, but because of
corroborating circumstances which have come to ne as well, | wanted

you to know at the earliest moment something of this Hoover situation.

Very hastily



Tha Hoover fight ie the result of a long and carefully
prepared plan* It haul ids Inception with the coming of Hoover to
this country, in reality, and has never been absent from the indi-
viduals who with Hoover conceived it at the very commencement of
the Food Administration* It represents not only the Food Admin-
istration machine, but a part of tfall Street, too* Hoover was a
representative of the Morgan firm before we entered the war, practi-
cally a partner* He is still interested in certain British-Ruasian
bonds* The repeated articles which have been running_ for many months
in publications like the Saturday Evening Post insistl% a business
man for President were part of the carefully prepared scheme for
putting Hoover over. It Is now realised that Hoover has little chance
before the Republicans, but his backers wish, and he, himself, also
has expressed this idea, to drive the Republican Party into the se-
lection of the worst reactionary possible, so that he may make hie
appeal to the Progressive elament in the election* His plan, as out-
lined in the Bast, embraces a great, overwhelmIn™™ownPswell which
begins in his State of California*  The movement in California is
to take the form of winning both the Republican and the Democratic
delegates.  The purpose of winning the Republican delegatee is not
to use them in the Republican Rational Convention, because it is rec-
oghized he can not win the Republican Rational nomination) but the
purpose is to cripple, and if poseibis, destroy Johnson* In this he
has a distinct understanding, not only with J*P* Morgan and Company,
but with such elements as are represented by the Los Angeles Times,
and certain Individuals who made vast profits out of the Food Admin-

istration* Beyond these forces, the plan will also include assistance*!



to him from those in California who are friendly to Wbod* Lowden

and Harding, and their candidacies for the Republican nomination.

All of the oandldqtes opposed to Johnson will get behind the

Hoover delegates. Hone of the other candidates except Hoover

will run delegatee. The initial campaign fund of Hoover, two
hundred and fifty thousand dollars, has praotloally been expended
now, but he is underwritten for an indefinite sun, whatever the ex-
igencies of the situation my require. Hoover, himself, changed the
plan of his friends some time after it started some months ago.

He oonoelved the idea of maintaining silence, and apparent friendli-
ness, to the Republican Party, then driving the Republican Party into
the selection of a standpat candidate, and himself, thereafter, be-
coming the Democratic Progressive candidate. He first broached this
plan himself and then was encouraged in it by the big financiers who
have made millions upon millions out of his administration. And all
of them agree that the only mode of accomplishing his purpose was to
get into the Republican Primary in California with every purchasable
element in the State and with the stuffed respectability of the League
to Enforce Peace, and those individuals who have profited from hie
administration. It was argued that success in the Rep blloan Primary
might bring success in the Convention; but while this was deemed un-
likely it was certain that Hooverfs success in the Republican Primary
would destroy the candidacy of Johnson. The men in California whose
names are known as a party to the whole scheme are! Gavin HoHabb,
Charles W. fay, Ralph Merritt, Harry Chandler, E. A. Dickson, and
certain gentlemen at the head of the League to Enforce Peace whose

names were at the moment not at hand.
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hiram w Johnson jr
mills bldg sanfrancisco calif

PLEASE PREPARE INCOME TAX STATEMENT FOR-ME INCLUDE SUNSET SML-

FROM SEPT DO NOT KNOW ABOUT CITY FEE OF LAST YEAR WANT TO

OBEY LAW LITERALLY AM OUT OF BED FOR FIRST TIME TODAY WEAK BUT AL

RIGHT WILL REMAIN WASHINGTON HOTEL.PROBABLY DURING WEEK LO ME

FROM MOTHER AND MYSELF TO YOU ARCH AND KIDD
DAD.
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February 12, 1920.

Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, Jr¥*,
Major Archibald M Johnson,
Mills Building,

San Francisco, California,
My dear Boys:

I anup today and dictating for the first time. | am all
right again, but will have to be careful for a few days. The
sickness, the doctor described, as acute bronchitis. He said it
was a very narrow escape from pneumonia. When he called at mid-
night Friday, at your mother*s insistence, he found a condition
of congestion in the lungs that very greatly worried him. 1 do
not know what my temperature was. He said something over 102;
respiration 32, and pulse 136. | have greatly improved since.

My temperature was normal yesterday, but it*s something on ne this
morning. Tomorrow, if the day is good, | am permitted a short
ride in the middle of the day. So you see | am getting all right.
Of course, it knooked ny dates into a cocked hat. | simply had to
let them go. | will take them up again when the doctor tells me

I can do so without undue risk. It would be a perfectly sill*
thing, until my cough is gone, and the irritation which now ex-
ists, has disappeared, to get into Minnesota, North and South Da-
kota, with so much other hard work before me.

Neylan was here day before yesterday. He had wired me, in

rather hysterical fashion, from California™ that not only results
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in California, but tremendous possibilities in the East de-
pended upon matters that he was to talk over with me, and

what he wanted to talk with me has in three other instances

been suggested by men who are a part of the Hearst organiza-
tion# In eaoh instan.ce, these gentlemen have impressed upon

me, as Neylan did, the absolute necessity of nmy seeing Hearst,
and talking over the political situation with him. They have
assured me he was anxious to be with me, but that it first re-
quired a preliminary "sitting down", I have explained to all
of them that | would appreciate immensely the publicity Hearst
offers, but that | did not want to boome a Hearst candidate,

that | oould not and would not be in the category of those who,
apparently, submerge their personality in a particular newspaper
candidacy. The gentlemen who have called upon me, including
Neylan, insisted that Hearst had no such expectation or intent-
ion, but that the very human element in him made him want to feel
that he was a part of the fight, and that he was acting at mny
request and with my sanction, and therefore, it was necessary for
me to see him and talk to him. I should be glad to see him, as
I an glad to see anybody, but | have tried to make plain that

I can not be his candidate any more than | would be the candidate
of any particular faction* | could not quite understand the ne-

cessity for Neylan coming dear across the continent to convey
the message of the necessity of my "sitting down" with Hearst,

which had previously been conveyed to me by Messrs, Stanton and
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Brisbane, and another. However, | very greatly appreciated
his visit,

I have been tickled to death with what you have said

about the Finance Committee. | think wonderful work has been
done. | want you to express to Rosseter my appreciation and

thanks. I shall write him just as soon as it is possible to
do so. I will keep you advised by telegraph of nmy movements.

I*ve simply postponed definite engagements until nmy tubes are
wholly clear and the doctor says | may go.

Affectionately
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February 1% 1920.

Major Archibald !1* Johnson,
Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, Jr.,

Mills Building,
San Franolsoo, California.

My dear Boys:

I sand you herein one of the sheets got out by Congressman
Cramton in Mihhigan, which will show you something of the fight
he la putting up there. He is remarkably actire and doing bully
work* | am sending you one of hie buttons which are being worn
by many in Mlohlgan, and, what is much more touching, by very
many of the press boys in the gallery here. Harrison, in febras-
ka, 1S doing splendidly with a like kind of work* His publicity
is excellent. Headquarters will be opened tomorrow at the
Hotel Claypool, Indianapolis, with Zell C. Swain in charge*
Headquarters are now open, as you know, in the Hotel Pennsylvania,
Hew York, with Mr. MoS™een as General Manager; and there are
headquarters, too, to be in the Trenton House, Trenton, H*J*

In Bismarok, forth Dakota, headquarters are in charge of Hlohard
Selden Wilcox. There is a mixup in forth Dakota but | hope to

get up there next week*
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Nifcht Message
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OTHERWISE THE MESSAGE
WILL BE TRANSMITTED AS A

FULL-RATE TELEGRAM NEWCOMB CARLTON, PRESIDENT GEORGE W, E. ATKINS, first vice-president

Send the following message, subject to the terms
on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to

#e, <> jr\ Hiram W . Johnson Papon
302?H C X vy 1 3.~ X »3 0 « Bancroft Library

Hiram W. Johns)on> Jr,,

41 1 a 1>t A rt W HLL B £ 3S

San Franclaoo, California.

See MoCabe if someone who understands could be sent on to handle
situation. It is too big and Dad heeds help so he can supervise

and make speeches only. He is bewildered and 1 xirge®you to at-
tend to this. He 1is weak but look for Improvement. He threatens
to leave Monday. LOVE. Is Allin San Francisco.

[9]139)

CHARGE PERSONAL TO SEIIATOR HIRAM OH”SOB
Brarfil U X3il 0

Form 1206



ALL MESSAGES TAKEN BY THIS COMPANY ARE SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING TERMS:

, mistakes or delays, the sender of a message should order it REPEATED, that is, telegraphed back to the originating office for comparison. For
aai aT-pu - tbe ““repeated message rate is charged in addition. Unless otherwise indicated on its face, THIS IS AN UNREPEATED MESSAGE AND PAID FOR

too consideration ~wnereof it"is agreed betweenjthe sender of the message and this Company as follows:
beyond the amount
fifty times the
cipher or obscure messages ~  ------- e HyE x VKOV N« i*v*u uii#»uivauic uxicuupuuu m tuu wuritiiig vi iua imea; nor for errors in

v 2' *n aiiyuevf? €

Company shall not be liable for damages for any mistakes or delays in the transmission or delivery, or for the non-delivery, of this message.

T . «ky v*? negligence of its servants or otherwise, beyond the sum of FIFTY DOLLARS, at which amount this message is hereby valued, unless a greater
hereon at tr'he timfe the message is offered to the Company for transmission, and an additional sum paid or agreed to be paid based on such value

. is wriftigrc%
aquai to one-tentn o e per cent, thereof.

Its destination “ompany 13 hereby made the agent of the sender, without liability, to forward this message over the lines,of any other Company when necessary to reach

MD8sage3 ~81 be delivered free within one-half mile of the Company’s office in towns of 5,000 population or less, and within one mile of such office in other cities

@V
SLifo” 13* K i tr}ese I.imi}s the C%mpan does not un%?
aaaeavor to contract for him for such delivery at a reasonable price.

rtake to make delivery, but will, without liability, at the sender’™ request, as his agent and at his expense,

J“e No res%onsibility attaches to this Company concerning messages until the same are accepted at one of its transmitting offices: and if a message is sent to such

Since by one ot t

e Company § messengers, he acts for that' purpose as the agent of the sender.

6- ./ he Company will not be liable for damages or statutory penalties in any case where the claim is not presented in writing within sixty days after the message
@ nled _Wl{h e E]gmpyany or %ransmlssmn. 9 LP y P 9 y Y g

Special termssgoverning the transmission of messages under the.classes of messages enumerated below shall apply to messages in each of such respective classes in addition

#0 oil the foregoing term:
8. No employee of the Company is authorized to vary the foregoing.

THE WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY

INCORPORATED
NEWCOMB CARLTON, PRESIDENT

CLASSES OF SERVICE

TELEGRAMS
A full-rate expedited service.
NIGHT MESSAGES

Accepted up to 2.00 a.m. at reduced rates to be sent during the night
<and delivered not earlier than the morning of the ensuing business day.
Night Messages may at the option of the Telegraph Company be
mailed at destination to the addressees, and the Company shall be
deemed to have discharged its obligation in such cases with respect to
delivery by mailing such Night Messages at destination,postage prepaid,

PAY LETTERS

i A deferred day service ~at rates lower than the standard tele-
m rates as follows: One and one-half times the standard Night
iter rate for the transmission of 50 words or less and one-fifth pf

She initial rates for each additional 10 words or less.

SPECIAL TERMS APPLYING TO DAY LETTERS:

In further consideration of the reduced rate for this special “ Day
Letter” service, the following special terms in addition to those enu-
merated above are hereby agreed to:

A. Day Letters may be forwarded by the Telegraph Company as a
deferred service and the transmission and delivery of such Day Letters
is} m all respects, subordinate to the priority of transmission and
delivery of regular telegrams.

B. Day Letters shall be written in plain English. Code language
Is not permissible,

c. This Day Letter may be delivered by the Telegraph Company
by telephoning the same to the addressee, and such delivery shall be a
c(:jorlnplete discharge of the obligation of the Telegraph Company to

eliver.

+ D. This Day Letter is received subject t@ the express undesstand
mg and agreement that the Company does not undertake that a Day
Letter shall be delivered on the day of its date absolutely and at all
events; but that the Company’s obligation in this respect is subject
to the condition that there shall remain sufficient time for the trans-
mission and delivery of such Day Letter on the day of its date during
regular office hours, subject to the priority of the transmission of reg-
ular telegrams under the conditions named above.
No employee of the Company is authorized to vary the foregoing.

NIGHT LETTERS

Accepted up to 2.00 a.m. for delivery on the morning of the ensuing
business day, at rates still lower than standard night message rates, a3
follows: The standard telegram rate for 10words shall be charged for the
transmission of 50 words or less, and one-fifth of such standard telegram
rate for 10 words shall be charged for each additional 10 words or less.

SPECIAL TERMS APPLYING TO NIGHT LETTERS:

In further consideration of the reduced rate for this special “ Night
Letter” service, the following special terms in addition to those
enumerated above are hereby agreed to:

A- Night Letters may at the option of the Telegraph Company
be mailed at destination to the addressees, and the Company shall
be deemed to have discharged its obligation in such cases with respect
to de_l&very by mailing such Night Letters at destination, postage
prepaid.

b. Night Letters shall be written in plain English. Code language
IB not permissible.

No employee of the Company is authorized to vary the foregoing.
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WASHINGTON, D. C.

At Home, Feby. 22, 1920.

My dear Bofs:

This i1s a sort of farewell letter to you and to McCabeand
Callahan and any others to whom you wish to read it. I am at h
home fTinally, after more thwn two weeks at the Washington Hotel,
and after a most, disagreeable little sickness. We returned last

W uMvrud
night, and had from Hew York McSween and Joy, from Hew Jersey Taylor
and from Pennsylvania Alex Moore. Cramton, who is iIn charge
in Michigan and Arthur Elston, who has been worth, his w”rght in
gold, were detained in the House by the Railroad Bill, hut their
reports we had before dinner, and considered them af&erwards.
I leave tomorrow for Horth Dakota. Will hold meetings
Wednesday Thursday

Grand d?orks, fxxsutxy night, Minot Wxdssxstxy, Bismarck Friday, and
Fargo Saturday night. OnOmonday, March first, will commence
in Sbuth Dakota, and continue there Tuesday the second, Wednesday
the thirdand Thursday the fourth. The two remaining days of that we
week Frday the fifth and Saturday thesixth, |1 am not certain
about; but I will try to have my objective Monday the eighth St.
Paul, and then devote a day or two to Minnesota. Thereafter, 1
expect to to go to Michigan, where the primary is April sixth.
The primary in Horth Dakota is March 16, and that of SoL(th Dakota
March 23. In Hor/th Dakota, a most peuuliar situation has devel
oped. I started there under the auspices of those opposed to the
non Partisan League. A really good fight has been made, with

excellent publicity. Recently, two conventions have been held

CE so_called
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'SICwieb Ayeruxie,

WASHINGTON, D. C.

of so called Republicans, each of which has nominated delegat es
to the Rational convention unpledged apparently. TheFfirst
of these conventions was a job between McCumb™fcr the U.S.Senator
from there, McKenzie the old Hill2"manipulator, and the Non-Partisan
league. The second repMs”~nted undoubtedly opposition to the
League, but friendliness to Lowden and Wood and opposition to me.
Very craftily the second convention, after selecting ostensibly
unpledged delegates, none of whom was for me, passed a resolution
requesting alii Republic;; Candidates to keep out of the State for thf£
sake of harmony, and not present their names Tfor the presidential
preference unde? the North Dakota Ilaw. I replied to them
immediately that their g~tnering had ueen without notice or knowledge
on my part, that I had filed fay certificate, ~“that 1 believed iIn™the
right of the people to rule, and that my candidacy was submitted to
all the people of North Dakota, rather than to ten of the people p
of that State. Last night, to complicate the situation rnmore,
I received a wire that certain members of the Non Partisan League had
met, selected delegates and endorsed me. I"m gdiing in under the
old auspices unless they have changed their minds, and Ifm goijng to
get the delegation upon my own platform i~T I can. I have
frightened the others sufficiently to have them try to keep me out
on a harmony theory, which means I1"m the harmony, and Wood and
Lowden divide the debates.

I am utterly unable to understand Mitchell and Doherty

who have been continuously in South Sakota. You know that my

judgment was against going in there, and that 1 y~Clded and
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nave u”aerbaken a forlorn hops. until recently, Mitchell and
Doherty have sent more or less encouraging reports. Within the

last few days they have been dickering with the Wood forces, on some

fool plan, which long ago | turned down. Mitchell writes so that

a little of wnat he says can be understood. Doherty is so
mysterious that neither McSween nor Joy and nor 1 have the

sligj®jlest idea of what he is driving at. We ail concluded that bo

both of them now wanted me to d™it, wnen to qtuit would be worse than

defeat. I have wired them both today simply to prepare my
meetings. I fve made an ass of myself in South Dakots.
I should have kept out. When 1 wrote and wired you more than a on

month ago my judgment, |1 should nave followed that judgment.

The present blue funk of Mitchell and Doherty is simply what

I felt then. It"s too late now however to do anything but
take my beating. If 1 can win North Dakota, it may soften the blow
In Minnesota, | have been jobb”ed beautifully. The

primary is called by the organization for March 15, -between the hours
of 7:50 P.M. and 8:30 P.M. At the same time the voters may

express their Presidential preference, which will be counted

by the organization. You can imagine what a ahhance 1 have
under these circumstances. I am awaiting advices as to Whether
these hours are usual iIn primaries or jiever before held. I not

you*11l hear a nation wide howl, and my opponents will be told
that no 1912 stuff goes this year. We are severely handicapped
by having no directing head in Minnesota. Shroeder, who

is our man there, 1is a decent, loyal, conscientious man,but
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utterly without sense, and with no political acumen at all.
I have been trying without success to get Hahn there, and | have been
hoping McCabe might come East and take charge of that situation.
However, we must do the best we can. Cpngressman Schall, the
blind Congressman from Minnesota left last night to stump th e
state for me. He 1is eloquent and popular and may do some
good.

The Dakotas have taken more time, and caused m;ore annoyance
than alll the rest of the Union combinded. I blundered egregious *
ly in permitting them to so engross us. They have together twen
ty delegates, less than Minnesota nr Mchigan or In~diana; and they
have prevented me from doing what might have been done in the
states 1 have mentioned or doing the work which could have been
done iIn Hew York or Hew Jersey.

The Indiana fight iIs not promising, but | hope w ith

Borahls assistance, to make such an intensive campaign there as may

bring results. Singularly enough, McSween hopes for a real
showing iIn Hew York. I am skeptical; but | want to make a Ffight
in the East side districts of the city. I think there is real
fighting ground there. The primpary in Hew York is April 6fF

and I1lve got to fool away three weeks in this damned northwestern
country, where my fight In the main iIs hopeless* and where it is
not unlikely 1 may die.

Michigan is by no means hopelesss. My difficulty is to

get into the country districts. Cramton is making a real fight

there. Harrison is doing likewise in Hebraska. Each
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WASHINGTON, D.C.

however, wishes me for two weeks in his state. We are debating
going into Maryland. IT we can get inat all, we"ll do it.
The Hew Jersey situation, notwithstanding Taylor®s optimism is
none toomgood. Taylor does n"t understand the game, and
everybody else there seems to be grafting. We will have
a few, not many, votes from Pennsyvania, and Moore is certain when Sp
Sproul is out of the way, we can do well there.

I"m not going to write you of the West. What 1 hear
is neculiar. I have had several talks with Poindexter of late, and
I Ffind he does n"t know what he is doing. The Harding men *
insist they will be second choice iIn Washington. Poindexter
while asserting this will not be so, shows utter ignorance of
what is transpiring. He is personally friendly, but his
delegation will do as it pleases and not as he wants unless we can

outselves arrange matters in Washington.

Prank Hitchcock has been iIn Washintong/the past

few days. He has sent threee emissaries to me to beg me to
keep out of South Dakota and not interfere with Wood. You may
from this judge where he stands. He represents the powder trust

and i1s the p~*sonal agent of Dupont.
Penrose and John king are definitely in the Harding camp.

They have begged me to slam Wood and Lowden but not to touch

Harding. I have responded 1 am slamming nobody, but if 1 begin to
slam, 1*11 slam Harding as well as Wood and Lowden. The
t

Massachusetts delegation ostensibly for Cooldljfe, will finally be
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WASHINGTON, D.C.

split between Wood and Lowden, although not uUnfriendly to Harding.
Crane, who 1is against Wood, will be for either of the other two

to beat him; but Wood has real strength in the state, and willl have
some of the delegates. lew England generally, except where Crane

can reach in, will oste”ibly be for Wood.

The politicians think Wood is gone. The wise ones believe
Hardingls chances now the best. They a 1 unite in say®"ng the nomi
nee will have to be satisfactory to me. Harding has nothing in real
ity. He 1s a suave, pleasant personality, without an atom of
princi pie. He is exactly the spiné%s atten of individual the
owners of the Republican party would lilee to nominate. He

never shows well in a straw vote, and only crooked politicians

are for him; but this is the year of great pickings for crcoks.

I"m not writing of California. I get many jolts
from there. These however, must be borne; IT necesssary,
1*11 come out and fight for the State. I1"ve quit wrrying about it*

I*ve been delighted with the success of the finance committee.
McSween told me last night he had drawn upon you you.
I did n"t like this, but 1 suppose there “s no help for it.

The individual here is keeping the strict letter of his cont?-act,

but his enthusiasm seems to have waned. I think on the whole,
McSween and Joy have done very very well. I shall send McAtee
to them tomorrow when 1 leave. IT we had the men and the money

of our opponents, we could make a great showing; but 1 think

under the circumstances, we are doing Tairly well.
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The Hoover boom is biggest in California. H. e will not

have a vote in the Republican convention outside of California.
His strength in the Democratic convention will depend on the
action of the Republicans.

I"m tired. Good bye. I *m noyphysically in the
best of shape, but | hope with care to get through the next two weeks
They will be the most trying* and will tax me most. IT 1 do n"t
get by, well, it will make little difference anyway. It"s been
a great fight to make on a shoe string. Hobody mentions it
now without reckoning with us. I enclose you Cal O"Laughlin®s
syndicated areiCLe of this morning. In the next Hew Republic Hard
will have an article. Lowry was to have one in the current
Colliers. Yesterday 1iIn the Senate, 1 made plain
that 1 did not follow the intellectual or other leadership of Mr. Roo"
IT 1 get into a real fTight in Hew York, 1°1l make this even plainer*

wWtih all love,

VA
dp*4. ‘6 ut**E/  ‘tu lw "XI*.

/ \] diAC

, /Cam



Hiram W. Johnson Papers

Bancroft Library
HENRY CABOT LODGE. MASS., CHAIRMAN.

PORTER J. MC CUMBER. N. DAK. GILBERT M. HITCHCOCK. N E " |

WILLIAM B. BORAH, IDAHO.  JOHN 8HARP WILLIAMS, MISS. #

FRANK B. BRANDEGEE, CONN.  CLAUDE A. SWANSON, VA.
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HARRY 8. NEW, IND.

GEORGE H. MOSES, N. H. COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

February 33, 1920

Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, Jr.,
Mills Building,
San Francisco, California.
My dear Jack:
X am sending you herein letter from Joe Grail of
Los Angeles, and one from Harold L. Ickes. The Ffirst is a
hypocritical letter about adherence to Hoover; and the
latter relates to the State of Washington. They are sent

for the information of you gentlemen who are observing things.

Affectionately,
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LAW OFFICES

JOE CRAIL
UNION OIL BUILDING
LOS ANGELES

February 17, 1920*

Senator Hiram W. Johnson,
Washington, D. C«

Hear Senator:-

The newspapers of this morning carried a
double column story of the organization of a
Hoover Republican Club of Southern California,
naming me as the third Vice President and con-
taining the text of a resolution adopted at the
organization meeting, strongly endorsing Herbert
Hoover for President# While the use of my name
in that connection was premature and unauthorized
in that 1 was not present at the meeting when |
was selected as a Vice President, or when the
resolutions were adopted, yet 1 have decided to
let the matter stand as it appeared in print for
the following reasons:

You and your friends here have known all the
time that 1 could not agree with you at all on the
most vital issue before the American people today -
the question of the ratification of the covenant
of the League of Rations# | have hoped that the
League would be ratified and this issue removed
from political discussion long before the Presidential
campaign and on that belief I have consistently held
you forth as my choice for President of the nation,
and If 1t were a question of personalities instead of
principle, you would still be my candidate because 1
have been a loyal and even a devoted follower of yours
for many years; in fact, one of the impelling reasons
bringing me to California was my admiration for you
and my desire to enlist under such a valiant leader
and 1 trust that in many future campaigns | may be
enrolled with you, fighting together for a good cause.

However, the covenant of the League of Rations
has not been ratified by the United States Senate,
and 1t now appears that it will be the paramount issue
in the next campaign, and as you are conscientiously
and actively fighting against its ratification on
any terms, it appears to me that the only honest thing
for me to do is to stand for what | believe to be right
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Sen* H. W. Johnson - #2 - 2/17/20.

and of the gravest importance to this nation and the
people of the world, to-wit, the ratification of the
peace treaty with amendments or reservations properly
protecting the interests of the United States.

With affectionate regards,

JC-MM. =
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1916 HARRIS TRUST BUILDING

CHICAGO

JOHN C. RICHBERG (deceascd )
HAROLD L.ICKES

MORGAN L.DAVIES

DONALD R. RICHBERG TELEPHONE
JOHN S. LORD RAN DOLPH 470

Hon, Hiram W. Johnson,
United States Senate,
Washington, D*C.

Dear Senator Johnson:

Hiram W. Johnson Paper:
Bancroft Library

February 20, 1920/

_ | am just In receipt of a letter from one of our
prominent progressives of Seattle In which he tells ne that if
Senator Poindexter can't win the delegation from that state

"will undoubtedly be for General
whelming favorité here*"

HLI :C)

Sincerely yours

Leonard Wood who Is an over-
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Y pp 9 NEWCOMB CARLTON, president GEORGE wW. E. ATKINS, FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT

RECEIVED AT PINE & MONTGOMERY STS.. SAN FRANCISCO. ALWAYS OPEN.

A455CH 47 NL
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HIRAM W AND ARCHIBALD M JOHNSON

/ /MILLS BLDG SANFRANCISCO CALIF

ON WAY NORTHDAKOTATHEN SOUTFJ/ THEN MINNE"t)TA/ \M

RITATED AMOUNT TIME SPENT ON DAKOTAS/OUR RESPRESENTAT tVES THERE

OFFER WEEKS/HAVE SOME MYSTEROUS SCHEME OF QUITTING NOW
GOING THROUGH NEVERTHELESS/HOW MUCH BETTER COULD HAVE SPENT TIME
ft /

ENERGY IN LARGER STATES/FEEL ING FA Ify FULL OF FIGHT

HIRAM W JOHNSON.
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NEWCOMB CARLTON, PRESIDENT
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HIS ABOUT

DELEGAT ION STOP PLEASE'READ STOP HAVE' FIN ISHED HERE STOP UNLESS

SOMETHING UNFORESEEN OCCURS THE FIRST DIRECT PRIMARY THAT OF

NORTHDAKOTA WILL BE OURS

HIRAM W JOHNSON.



