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Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, J r ,,
The R itz Carlton,
New York C ity , N.Y.

My dear Jack:

Y o u 'll  be in terested  in a telegram I received from 

Dr, Dow about the reclamation m atter. I t  is  as fo llo w s:

"San Francisco, C a lif .
"Reclamation Board D is tr ic t  F ifteen  

Hundred West Side Sutter County farmers a l l  
agree that i f  State w ill put up three m illio n  
for floo d  control portion of levees we would 
not ob ject to assessment on flowage righ ts  
and c le a rin g . Three b i l l3  were presented to 
L egislature , one providing for issuance of 
bonds by General D is tr ic t  based on assessments, 
one for appropriation by State three m illio n , 
extending over ten years, and one amending rec­
lamation board act to apply th is money to flood  
control portion of levees and r e tir in g  bonds.
Bond b i l l  and amendments to act passed by both 
Houses unanimously. Appropriation B i l l  passed 
Senate th irty  one to f iv e  and Assembly f i f t y  fiv e  
to one. A ll now in hands of Governor. B i l l  now 
supported by p ra c tic a lly  a l l  press of northern 
C a liforn ia  and a l l  Los Angeles papers, except 
Times, which is  now doing nothing against u s . We 
are to have hearing before Governor soon and only 
doubt on the question is  Governor's economy program. 
A ll people in whole fourteen counties very gratefu l 
to you. Sure i t  would have been im possible to pass 
b i l l s  without support of A l. who spent days and 
nights a s s is tin g  u s , A ll your friends helped us, 
and p a rticu la rly  gentlemen to whom you wired. 
Partridge w riting you f u l ly .  " E.L.Dow,

Hiram W . Johnson P<
Bancroft Library

"UlCnifeb JcE>eruxle,
C o m m it t e e  o n  M il it a r y  A f f a i r s . 

W A S H I N G T O N ,  D . C .

jpers
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Apparently, the b i l l s  have been duly passed. The only ques­

tion  now is  the signature, And, apparently, a ls o , A l. did 

good service in th is m atter, I am w riting you because you*11 

get back while the b i l l s  are s t i l l  in  Stephens’ s hands. Every 

conceivable b it  o f pressure ought to be brought to bear upon 

him to have him sign  these b i l l s ,  and I can not conceive that 

he w ill n ot. Of course, as you know, personally , I cannot ap­

proach him,and i f  I did, i t  might do more harm than good. I f  

there is  the le a s t  doubt of his signing the b i l l s ,  delegations  

from every county ought to go down to him, so that he would be­

lie v e  there is  a tremendous popular demand, as I understand 

there r e a lly  i s .  He is  certain  of nothing, and i f  you can im­

press th is  idea upon him he w ill  do anything in i t s  b eh a lf.

Just as soon as you get to C a liforn ia  in vestigate the s itu a tio n , 

and i f  there is  any doubt, wire me, because I w ill , by subterra­

nean courses, undertake to be of serv ice .

I received your note yesterday. I do wish you would come 

down here for Sunday, and then leave here Monday for home. I t  

has been b eau tifu l here this week with the exception of today, 

when i t  is  ra in in g .

I received yesterday the cigars from Benson and Hedges.

I don’ t want you to pay for these, and so I wish you would le t  

me know what they are, so I can send check. A lso , I have not 

received my R itz b i l l  y e t . I presume Y o u 'll  send th is , however, 

today or tomorrow.



We have missed you, lad , very, very much. Each evening, 

as we*ve sat upon the porch, we have talked of you, and both of 

us have lamented that what ought to have been a real vacation  

for you has been anything but a vacation . However, I think  

that having but one thing on your mind here has been of some 

value to you. Do try  to make your departure from Washington 

on Monday and spend Sunday with u s .

With a l l  our love,

A ffectio n a te ly
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'UlCnifeb Pieties .-Senate*
C o m m it t e e  o n  M i l it a r y  A f f a i r s , 

W A S H I N G T O N ,  D . C .

May 6, 1919.

Major Archibald. M. Johnson.
M ills  B ld g .,
San Francisco, C a lifo rn ia .

My dear Arch:

How time passes and what marvelous changes a few hours 

bring! Tomorrow, Jack ought to be with you again, and yet 

i t  seems only a few minutes ago I was bidding him good-bye 

over the telephone. He was mighty glad to s ta rt  home.

I could not blame h i$ . F ir s t , because of his long absence , 

then, his yearning for his children, and then, because his 

whole time here was engrossed with his in fern al Telegraph 

Company.

In the la s t  le t te r  I had from you* you said you had not 

been fe e lin g  very w ell* I presume you must expect periods of 

wretchedness and must be content i f  you are able to keep on 

your f e e t .  I f  you get too low you ought to quit a lto g eth er .

I wish you were here now. While we have had two hot days, 

the rest of the weather has been charming. The extremes of 

clairnate hers are demonstrated by yesterday and today. Y ester­

day the thermometer was ninety and today i t  is  s ix ty . The yard 

grows more beau tifu l constantly and I enjoy i t  more and more. 

I f  you could only s i t  s t i l l  and amuse you rself doing nothing, 

the old place would be quits ideal for a r e s t .
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General Wood is  gettin g  o f f  to a fly in g  sta rt  in  his can­

didacy for P resident. Indeed, at the moment he is  far ahead 

of any other man. He has obtained ample fin a n c ia l backing in  

Dan Hanna of Cleveland, the son of Senator Hanna, the Warwick 

of the McKinley adm inistration . He has a very shrewd manager 

now, Penrose’ s protege, John King of Connecticut, and he has, 

as w ell, the big sh irt front P rogressives. The Harding boom 

seems to have played out completely since Wood got his rea l 

s t a r t . Everybody seems to have a good word for him and nobody 

seems to know what he stands fo r . This used to be the id eal 

candidacy, and in the circumstances of present p o l i t ic s , when 

any "yellow -dog" Republican w ill be elected next year, i t  prob­

ably w ill be a most e ffe c tiv e  p o sitio n . Of a l l  those who have 

been mentioned as candidates for President I rather think Wood 

is  head and shoulders above any. Of course, I am carefu l about 

committing m yself in the Senate born hope that lig h tin g  might 

str ik e , but I regret to say that I can not find  any very great 

popular clamor directed to th is p articu lar quarter. Seriously , 

i f  th ere ’ s a chance in a m illio n , I w ill take a f ly e r , but 

I would hate to make i t  a chance in a b i l l io n .

A couple of weeks ago I wrote you suggesting that you write  

to Mother. I would not make the suggestion again but fo r  the 

fa ct that no le t te r  has yet arrived for Mother, and she has re­

marked i t  several tim es. Take a minute and th irty  seconds o f f ,  

i f  you can, and d ic ta te  h a lf a page to her. When I d on 't hear
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from you for several days, as has been the fa c t  now, I re a lly  

become quite worried and fear you are s ic k . I don’ t lik e  to  

say th is at home because i t  worries Mother so much, but I am 

a l i t t l e  b it  worried now, and i f  I don’ t hear from you within  

the next fo rty -e ig h t hours I sh a ll make the wires s iz z le .

With a l l  our lo v e ,
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May n * > 1919.

Major Archibald M. Johnson,
M ills  B ld g .,
San Francisco, C a lifo rn ia .

My dear Arch:

Yesterday I gave you my sage advice about w ritin g  to 

mother again. Last night I learned you had w ritten her a 

le t te r  which you directed  to Riverdale, and she had re ­

ceived i t .  Thank you very much for doing so, and consider 

the advice yesterday unsaid.

A ffe c tio n a te ly ,
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Mr. Hiram W. Johnson, J r .,
M ills  Building,
San Francisco, C a lifo rn ia .

My dear Jack:

I presumed you reached San Francisco in due time, and in  

fa ir  shape yesterday. Your two wires from Chicago and Ogden 

came to us. and were very, very welcome. I t  seems to me only 

yesterday that I was bidding you good-bye over the ’ phone, 

and yet as I write th is , you must be down to your ordinary

routine in C a liforn ia , and probably i t  seems to you as i f  you

* had not l e f t  at a l l .  I t  was fortunate t&at I did not attempt

to go back with you, as at one time I seriou sly  considered.

Yesterday, the c a ll  for the extra session  was issued, and had

I gone out with you, i t  would have meant turning around at

once and coming back. We meet on the 19th, and Washington is

agog at present. The big  thing coming before us w ill  be the

League of Nations, and I have thoroughly convinced m yself of

the in iqu ity  of the present covenant. I am convinced, however,

that C aliforn ia  is  very strongly in favor of th is League of
CbU/

Nations, and that I must in the face of my constituency.

This, however, is  what any man in public o f f ic e  must contemplate 

whenever his judgment runs counter to that of those he represents . 

The Republicans w ill caucus next week, and there is  a p o s s ib i lity
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that there may be a row in the caucus* over Penrose, and the 

endeavor of the standpatters to hog everything in s ig h t .

I can’ t for the l i f e  of me see how i t  can be prevented.

What a pleasure i t  must have been to you to get back to 

your boys, I do hope you found them in fin e  shape, and that

your household is  a l l  r ig h t. Ours is  s t i l l  in the condition  

that i t  was when you l e f t ,  and there is  no indication  of any 

improvement. I don’ t mind p a rticu la rly  except that I would 

lik e  to have people at our house occasion ally , and th is , of

course, is  im possible now.

There is  nothing to write you of here. I simply wanted 

to send you ju st a note to t e l l  you how much we have thought 

of you since your departure fo r  New York, and how we follow ed  

your trip  across the continent.

With a l l  our love,

Af f  ec t i onat e ly ,

k t i i 4 tim e

fu efr t fitesv  MWAst'

.

J + rr-ij

flU m .
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UliffiP S2APKS s n i p  

Washington* D*C*

May 7 , 19X9*

Mr* Meyer Li saner*
Union League Building*
Los Angeles* California*

My dear Lissner:

I am writing th is note to you* Howell* Eustace C u lli-  

nan* McCabe* BeLigne* Williams* Jog Scott* Roche* Hike Kelly*

Jack Heylan* Frank Devlin* and any others of our l i t t l e  in t i ­

mate group* At the moment I am extremely engaged with the 

League of nations* or I would write separate letters* and 

I wish you td make apologies to the individuals for writing  

in th is  form* and because I have not individually written £o 

eaoh*

The p o lit ic a l situation here is  crystallizin g* Wood has

got o f f  to a fiy in g  start* I f  he eah maintain anything like
«

the pace at which he is  now going, he w ill* undoubtedly, be the 

Republican nominee in 1920* Phe requisite financial help is  

at hand* Ban Hanna personally furnishes the present coin 

essential* and a group of financiers in Hew York w ill make up 

any d eficit*  Penrose's protege, John King of Connecticut* who 

was gum-shoeing for Boosevelt Just before Roosevelt's death* and 

who i s  s  clever and astute politician* w ill bo the manager of 

Wood's campaign. O ffices are about to be opened in Washington* 

and headquarters in How York* Publicity men have been obtained and
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propaganda has been started . Share are unlimited means at h is  

disposal. In the straw votes that have been taken abottt the 

country he shows a decided strength with the people, although 

these straw votes have been of l i t t l e  consoquenoe, and in but 

a few isolated  lo c a lit ie s . She Harding boom, and Harding was 

backed by Standard O il and other powerful in te re sts , seems to 

have oollapsod, although he i s  s t i l l  in the campaign, and s t i l l  

has some real backing. Lowden of I l l in o is  is  making on active 

figh t w ith, of course, the m illions of the Pullman Company behind 

him. Lowden seems to have made a fa ir  Governor, and unless signs 

f a i l ,  ought to have the I l l in o is  delegation so lid ly  behind him. 

Whether he can get any strength outside of his State i s  more or 

le ss  doubtful. Watson of Indiana, who was Penrose's candidate, 

owing to the ex igen cies  of the Senatorial fight in Indiana, w ill  

probably quit. Indiana w ill put forth her Governor Goodrich, 

who amounts to  nothing, and w ill  use the delegation in the usual 

Indiana fashion, probably for trading for Vice President. Poin­

dexter o f Washington re a lly  thinks he i s  a candidate, and there’ s 

probably about as much demand fo r  him as for some of the rest of 

us, who hope lightning may strik e . Knox has in the financial 

in terests in the East powerful backing, i f  he chooses to get into  

the oontest. He was 66 years old yesterday, and while I think 

he would like to get into i t , I am by no means clear that ho w ill  

make any active endeavor. There're many others who believe  

themselves presidential timber and active oandiaates, but those 

I have mentioned above, a l l  have some strength and a l l  can finance

- 2 -
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something of a f ig h t , You know how very d iffic u lt  i t  Is  for 

me to write of m yself personally. I am th is  morning screwing 

myself up to I t ,  because of the kindness of a l l  o f you good 

friends in C alifornia, and because i f  any but a passive e ffo rt  

i s  to bo made plans Should be agreed upon without delay*

I have resolved, i f  i t  oan be done, and there's a chance in a 

m illio n , to endeavor to take that chanoe, X don 't want to under­

take i t  i f  i t  is  one in  a b ill io n . But assuming the former,

I think X should like to go to the b at. Hon, i t  is  obvious 

that I cannot do what these other candidates are doing. I t  

would be s i l ly  to think that we could maintain headquarters 

in Chicago, How York, and Washington, or any headquarters at a l l  

in the East, or that we could employ publicity men, propaganda 

agents, managers, and the lik e . What oan bo done, as I see the 

situation i s  th is , without any formality and without any p u b lic ity , 

p ra ctica lly : Yhe small group in C alifornia could constitute

i t s e l f  an organisation, even without coming together, and c a ll  

i t s e l f  by some appropriate name. I t  could then take the .Pro­

gressive delegates of 1912 and 1916, the n ation al State Committees 

of the Progressive Party daring that period and make an appro­

priate argument far a Progressive candidate, reciting the 

achievements accomplished in C alifornia , how Progressivism there 

ju stifie d  i t s e l f ,  how, by actual demonstration, we proved the 

beneficenoe o f the Progressive platform of 1912, and were the 

only people in the United States who su ccess fu lly  carried out 

that platform and the P arty's p r in c ip le s ; that, with the passing

- 3-
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o f the Progressive Party, w© were a l l  within the Republican 

Party, and anxious for Republican success, hut that we had not 

abated at a l l  our Progresaivism; and desired to make i t  the 

creed o f the Republican Party; that: Progressive principles 

could bo made effectiv e  nationally only by a national candidate 

who represented them; and (w hile, my good sense re b e ls , and my 

vanity urges me on) the one candidate who could do a l l  the 

things, e tc# , is  a Californian# Any candidacy of mine would 

have to have as i t s  foundation Progress ivism , and as i t s  advo­

cates former members of the Progressive Party# I t  la  with the 

utmost regret that I say to you that the "s h ir t -fr o n ts ” o f the 

Progressive Party, the men, who, ostensibly, were the leaders, 

are fa llin g  over themselves to get into the Wood camp, because 

he looks lik e  the best bet at present# 2hey are lik e  a lo t  of 

other people whom we know, woary of being outcasts and pariahs 

p o litica lly #  Phey want to be regular again, and they are peni­

tent, and they are anxious that the regulars in command sh all 

condone their past sins and forget them; and they, themselves, 

want to put forever behind them their lapse from regularity in  

191£# Walter Brovm of Ohio, Jim Car f i e  Id of Ohio, and Frank 

Knox of lew Hampshire arc absolutely in the food  figh t* Phey 

have been sending for the other so -called  Progressive leaders

and undoubtedly have many of thorn committed. I t  w ill be a mighty
0

d if f ic u lt  thing to get many of those old Progressive leaders in  

to any other camp. Phcy are not unfriendly, and I think I am on 

terms of intimacy with most of them# But i t  requires no great



Hiram W . Johnson Papers
Bancroft Library

psychological endeavor to understand that they would mightily 
prefer to be suooeseful with the candidate who is  not tarred with 
past offenses than to mate a fight which would probably be a lo s ­
ing fight with a pioneer in the movement. Nobody understood th is  
>mmnw tr a it  better than Roosevelt, and if  he wrote to me onoe he 
wrote to me many times about pioneers in movements, who become 
battered and splattered by their very pioneering, so that those 
whom they led originally  were very glad to follow another lead­
ership less  battered and splattered to ultimate success. I do not 
mean to imply that there was any leadership on my part, but we of  

California were among the foremost in the fight o f 1912, and I do 

not think i t  is  any exaggeration to say that i f  i t  had not been 
for the California delegation to the Republican convention in that 
year, there would have been no Progressive Party. Roosevelt him­
s e lf  realized th is , end in the days when we were fighting togeth­
er, was generous enough often to  say i t ,  and to express his fer­
vent wish that there were more lik e  our California group. We must 
keep in mind, therefore, that i f  we go at a ll  we oan not look to 
the Bo-oalled leaders of the old Progressive Party, nor to the 
shirt-front aristocrats of that Party; but I believe we can look. 
in  a measure, to the rank and f i l e ,  and i t  is  to the rank and f i l e  
I would like to have the appeal made. Now. beyond th is  appeal, 
which should form the ground-work of any oampdgn made, an appeal 
could be made to Republicans in such general fashion as your good 
judgment would dictate, upon the theory of accomplishment in
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California , and a square-deal there to a l l  c lasses and a l l  in­
terests . I f  we started, i t  would be ray purpose then, i f  i t  
could be done, to go into states with presidential preference 
primaries and talk to the people themselves. I think from my 
mail that I have su ffic ien tly  entered the consciousness of people in 
those States so that I could draw crowds. I do not mean that I have 
won them, or that there i s  any great popular demand for me.
I have none of that kind of egotism and vanity, I 
to think, therefore, that I am writing what seems to me to be a 
program, not with the idea that we are going to win, but upon 
the theory o f endeavoring to take the millionth ohanoe.

How the la tte r  part of the program, going into the States 
with Presidential preference primaries w ill be much more d iff ic u lt  
than the f ir s t  part of simply sending a oiroular le tte r  to Pro­
gressives and even to Republicans • It requires sane sort of in­
troduction into the State, some sort of preparation of meetings.
I am trying to investigate th is matter now, and w ill again write 
you concerning i t .  There are one or two places where I think the 
matter oan be accomplished, but in the vast majority of lo c a lit ie s , I
am quite at sea as to how to enter and how to get up the necessary

■ -meetings. This, however, i s  a matter vfliich need not be touched for 
some months, because my idea would be that such an appeal to the 
people should not begin to be made u n til in the f a l l  or winter.
It would lose i t s  force i f  made now. The Sacramento Bee recently 
through C. K. MoClatehy, rather launched a candidacy. The Bee 
sent i t s  ed itoria ls broadcast to  the different newspapers and i t s

- 6-
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publicity extended a l l  over the country, whether there was any 
reflex  or not* In some instances, like in the old established  
Springfield Republican, the ed itoria l was reprinted with the 
statement that th is  sort of editorial arrested attention, etx .
Any newspaper publicity which could obtain a reflex  outside of 
California, of course, would be valuable* Another thing, too, 
and that i s  the Pacific coast* It ought to be possible for us 
to make a fight successfully in Oregon, but I confess I know as 

l i t t l e  about Oregon, or even le ss  than I do about Massachusetts. 
Somebody among us, however, ought to know the State, and there 
ought to be some people there with whom we could get in touch*

A ll o f  this is written to you tentatively* I would not 

fe e l a b it  hurt, and I rather think I would agree with your 

Judgment, I f  you gentlemen concluded the whole- thing was not 

worth w hile, the resu lt would be u seless, and that the best thing  

to  do was simply to s i t  tight and hope that ligh tin g would strike*  

I am quite in earnest in th is  stateraent * The more so, because 

I re a lize , being on the ground here, better perhaps than you can, 

the a!mac t insuperable obstacles, and the very, very remote p o s s i­

b i l i t y  that there is  in the whole thing* One of the things which 

w ill m ilitate  very strongly against me and arouse intense antag­

onism is the story of the Hughes campaign In California in 1916, 

ana the l i e  that we treacherously turned the State over to  Wilson* 

Strong parti earns everywhere have placed mor e or le ss  credence in  

th is  ta le , and while Hhgfces is not cared for by anybody, p a rtic -
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ularly* yet these strong partisans can ever use the l ie  to  

one’ s defeat*

Again apologizing fo r  writing to a group in th is fashion* 

and with fondest regards to you a ll*  I am

. Most sincerely yours*

(Signed) Hiram w. Johnson

p.S . There was one thing I neglected to t e l l  you, and that 

was that two or three o f us*-Ickes, Pinohot and myself* made 

an e ffo rt to get a few o f  our Progressives here for a confer­

ence. There were two failures* which I could not quite un-
i • •

derstand. lakes* and Pinohot have taken hold of the matter 

and are going to have a conference Monday in Chicago. It was 

my intention to attend that conference* but I found that the 

men who were lik e ly  to be there lik e G arfield, Prank Knox o f  

Manchester* Hew Hampshire* are leading the wood fig ^ t*  and 

I did not wish to get into an equivocal position , or be 

forced into the attitude o f  saying to them that I would not 

commit myself for wood because I myself might want to be a 

candidate, although, confidentially* Pinohot understands that 

attitude on my part. Whether th is conference w ill  take place 

Monday I do not know. I f  i t  does we may have the old Progress­

ives -  Henry Allen* Iokes* Pinohot, Smith, Knox* and Garfield  

in lin e  for Wood. Of course, i f  th is is  so* you can understand 

how in fin ite ly  i t  minimizes any chances o f mine. I do not think 

that Pinohot or lakes w ill get into th is attitude* nor do I think 

Raymond Robins w i l l ,  but I w ill not hazard an opinion as to the

- 8-

rest*
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Mr• Meyer Di&snerB 
Union League Bldg*,
Los Angeles, C a lif.

My dear Liesncr:

Yesterday in vriting to you I forgot one thing. It i s  

but fa ir  to say to you and the others who are interested, that 

I find myself u tterly  unable to support the League ox nations.

I would not only in voting for i t ,  in my opinion, betray the 

hepublic, but I would betray myself. And feeling thus, to the 

uttermost of my a b ility t no matter what the consequences,

I shall fight th is project. It seems to m© that the sentiment 

in our State is  overwhelmingly in favor o f the present covenant; 

that our people are not only wholly reconciled but entirely en­

thusiast io in having their sons right to maintain the te rrito ria l  

in tegrity  of Japan, and the present greatly expanded boundaries 

of the British Umpire; and that they view, not only with equnin- 

ity  but with the utmost pride the fact that in a League of ra t ­

ions the United States o f  America w ill be wholly subordinate and 

subject to Great Britain. I question no man’ s right to hie pred­

ilectio n s of this so rt. I hope that he v i l l  not question the op­

posite view upon my part. There may oe such intensity of feelin g  

upon the subject among the people of California that it  would 

greatly e ffe ct my p o lit ic a l future, and, in order that I may be
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entirely frank I wanted you and the others who are dear to me

to know just how I fe e l upon this momentous question.

Sincerely yours,>
(Signed) Ml MM i • J0H1IS0H •
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May 14, 1919*

Major Archibald M. Johnson,
M ills  B ld g .,
San Francisco, C a lifo rn ia .

My dear Arch:

I was very much in terested  to observe in your la s t  le t te r  

that you had ju st received f iv e -o f  my le tte r s  w ritten to you 

while you were in France la s t  June. I wrote you so often  that 

there are probably somewhere around France s t i l l  a dozen or two 

more of my le t t e r s .  I t  is  simply another concrete instance of 

the in e ffic ie n cy  of th is  rotten  adm inistration.

I 'v e  been o f f  my feetf the la s t  two days. I am sending you

th is ju st as a "How do you do" note before I am leaving now for  

home, where I am going to remain tomorrow. We’ re in somewhat of 

a turmoil in the Senate centering upon Penrose'as chairman of the 

Finance Committee. Of course, he w ill  receive the p articu lar

place, b u t.a  few of us w ill  make our protest p u blicly  against him. 

The Republican m ajority is  so. very narrow that the s itu a tio n  be­

came more or le ss  d e lic a te . Both sides with absolute unanimity 

offered  me the one bauble, the President pro temship of the Senate.

For very many reasons which subsequently I w ill try to w rite,

I declined i t .  I t  was very g ra tify in g  however to have the o ffe r  

made and to be the one selected  by a l l  o f them for the p articu lar  

p la ce . I f  I can I am going to w rite a speech on the League of

Nations this week and deliver i t  at 4. v, UIl f i r s t  opportunity. T
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SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED SiATES.

No. 282.— October Term, 1918.

United Railroads o f San Francisco, Ap-' 
pellant,

>
vis.

Oity and County of San Francisco, et al.

Appeal from the District 
Court of the United 
States for the North­
ern District of Cali­
fornia.

[April 21, 1919.]

Mr. Justice H olmes delivered the opinion of the court.

This is a bill in equity brought by the appellant to prevent the 
construction of a municipal street railway on Market street and 
adjoining streets in San Francisco with tracks on the two sides of 
the plaintiff’s double track, for more than five blocks, and also to 
prevent the incidental cutting of the plaintiff’s tracks. The appel­
lant claims the right by grant and contract to forbid the proposed 
action and relies upon the Constitution o f the United States, upon 
the State Constitution which provides that private property shall 
not. be taken or damaged for public use without just compensation 
having first been made, and upon Article X II, § 2 of the charter 
of the city, requiring it to consider offers for the sale of existing 
public utilities before constructing new ones. The answer denies 
that damage to the plaintiff will ensue from the new tracks and 
denies as matter o f law that the plaintiff has the contract or prop­
erty rights alleged. On application for a preliminary injunction 
the District Court held that the plaintiff had failed to make out a 
case for it, and denied it, intimating an opinion against the plaintiff 
upon the matter of law involved. It then entered what is called 
a final decree denying all relief to the plaintiff with costs to the 
defendant. 239 Fed. Rep. 987. The present appeal is from that 
decree.

The franchise of the plaintiff to maintain its two tracks on 
Market street was granted to its predecessor in title in September, 
1879. At that time by § 499 of the Civil Code of California, “ two 
corporations may be permitted to use the same streets, each paying
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an equal portion for the -construction of the track; but in no case 
must two railroad corporations occupy and use the same street 
or track for a distance o f more than five blocks. ’ ’ The existence of 
this general law is the first ground relied upon for the assertion of 
exclusive rights in the street by the plaintiff. The other ground is 
the order of the Board of Supervisors of San Francisco granting 
the franchise, and especially § 5 which is as follow s: “ It shall 
be law ful for the Board of Supervisors o f the city and county of 
San Francisco to grant to one other corporation, and no more, the 
right to use either of the aforesaid streets for a distance of five 
blocks, and no more, after the forms and conditions specified in the 
499th section of the civil code o f the State. This section shall apply 
to persons and companies, as well as corporations.”  W e agree 
with the District Court that these sections did not give to the plain­
tiff the right it claims.

The section of the Code would seem to be a limitation of the pow­
ers conferred upon the Board of Supervisors by, that and the adjoin­
ing sections, not a contract by the State, or an authority to the 
Board to contract, against a larger use of the streets. It most nat­
urally is read as merely a general law declaring the present legisla­
tive policy of the State. Wheeling <& Belmont Bridge Co. v. W heel­
ing Bridge Co. 138 U . S. 287, 292- Williams v. W ingo, 177 U . S. 
60 1 ; Wisconsin & Michigan R y. Co. v. Bowers, 191 U . S. 379, 387;. 
San Jose-Los Gatos Interurban R y. Co. v. Son Jose R y. Co., 156 
Fed. Rep. 455, 458. But however this may be neither that section 
nor § 5 of the order granting the franchise purports in terms to 
prevent the city from itself establishing a parallel road. I f  it be 
true, as the plaintiff argues, that the grant or contract in sec. 5 of 
the order means what the statute means and is to be construed by 
that, we have suggested what seems to us the natural construction of 
the act. But in any event it is decided by Knoxville W ater Co. v. 
Knoxville, 200 U . S. 22, that a covenant by a city not to grant to  
any other person or corporation a privilege similar to that granted 
to the covenantee does not restrict the city from itself exercising 
sim ilar power; and it is assumed in that case, that the principle 
already is established as to legislative grants. 200 IT, S. 34. That 
is the assumption also of an amendment of sec. 499 by an A ct 
of A pril 24, 1911. The city now is given power to establish 
and operate transportation service by the amendment of sec. 499

3United Railroads o f San Francisco vs.
City and County o f San Francisco.

just mentioned and by the constitution o f the State. Article X I , 
sec. 19. Amendment approved October 10, 1911. The plaintiff 
took the risk of the judicial interpretation of its franchise and of 
this possible eyent. Madera W ater W orks v. Madera, 228 U. S. 454. 
O f course, so far as the harm to the plaintiff is an inevitable con­
sequence of the city’s doing what the plaintiff’s franchise did not 
make it unlawful for the city to do, the infliction of that harm is 
not a taking of the plaintiff’s property that requires a resort to  
eminent domain.

W e understand that the municipal road now has been built, and 
the question is whether to retain the bill for a claim of damages. 
But as that would require new evidence and practically would 
present a new ease, and as further, with such light as we now 
have, the right to damages seems at least doubtful, we deem it 
sufficient if  the rights of the plaintiff, if  any, in that regard, are 
reserved. The question is raised pointedly by Article I , § 14, o f 
the Constitution of 1879. That provides that “ private property 
shall not be taken or damaged for public use without just com­
pensation having first been made” , &c. The plaintiff seems to 
argue that this section entitles it to preliminary compensation for 
any considerable pecuniary detriment that the City may inflict 
by the establishment of the new road, however law fully it may act. 
Courts and judges have differed widely in their interpretation 
of this class of provisions in statutes of different sorts; but we 
should suppose, until otherwise instructed by the Supreme Court 
o f the State, that the damage referred to in this section o f the 
State Constitution in the main would be damage resulting from  
conduct that, like taking, would be tortious unless in proceedings 
under eminent domain or some law authorizing it on condition that 
damages be paid.

A s to crossing the plaintiff’s tracks we are inclined to agree with 
the D istrict Court that the plaintiff’s franchise must be under­
stood to be subject to this incident and that a taking by eminent 
domain was not necessary. Market Street Railway Co. v. Central 
R y. Co., 51 Cal. 583. Consolidated Traction Co. v. South Orange 
& Maplewood Traction Co., 56 N. J. Eq. 569, 574, et seq. 3 Dillon, 
Municipal Corporations, 5th ed. § 1241, p. 1983. I f  we are wrong 
and if the crossings or the manner o f operating the parallel 
tracks should give or has given rise to any claim*, the decree
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will be without prejudice to such claim. W e assume in ac­
cordance with the plaintiff’s evidence and argument that the 
damage may be considerable and we think it just to leave open 
whatever can be left open, but at present we cannot say that the 
loss is or will be o f such a character that it must be paid for, 
and we are satisfied that it is not such as to call for equitable relief.

A  general solicitation of offers for sale to the City o f any exist­
ing street railway in San Francisco was passed by the Board of 
Supervisors and was ordered to be sent and was sent to the plain­
tiff, among others. We agree with the District Court that Article 
X II , § 2 of the City Charter does not better the plaintiff’s case.

Decree affirmed without prejudice to 
further proceedings to recover any dam­
ages to which the plaintiff may be en­
titled.

A  true copy.

Test:

Clerk Supreme Court, U. S.
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mors and more b itte r  upon the su b je c t»

€

The offen sive  and de­

fen sive a llia n ces with England and France shows 

what a fraud the League of Nations i s •

conclusively

are

I do hope you 

in  good shape •

are taking care o f you rself and that you 

I don’ t say anything p a rticu la rly  about

your business 

Your business 

value without

, because, the f i r s t  consideration is  your health , 

is  bound to come, but your .business w ill be of no 

your health .

With a l l  our love ,

A ffection atelv
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0

May 14, 1919.

Mr. Hiram W, Johnson, J r .,
M ills  B ld g .,
Ban Francisco, C a lif ,

My dear Jack!

I have been under the weather the la s t  few days, but 

I fe e l  that word is  due you from me, so I am sending you ju st  

th is note, You may indulge in a l l  sorts o f ”1 to ld  you s o ’ s ” 

because, undoubtedly, the present l i t t l e  in d isp osition  is  due 

to the dinners, against which you so eloquently inveighed.

V»efve been in the throes of what may turn out to be a very 

nasty fig h t in the Senate. A few of us are trying to prevent 

the se lectio n  of Penrose as chairman of the Finance Committee, 

because i t  makes him the leader in the most important le g is la ­

tion  that comes before Congress. There are only a few of u s.

Out of i t  came the se lectio n  by a l l  faction s of m yself as the 

President pro tern. The o f f ic e , while of no p articu lar conse­

quence, is  the one honor that the Republicans have to confer, 

and i t  is  r e a lly  a very great compliment to have i t  tendered to 

me, I declined i t  for very many reasons, that I w ill  not a t ­

tempt to w rite you now.

How happy you must be to be at home again and be with the 

. k id d ies. We are anxiously awaiting the f i r s t  le tte r s  o f th eir



Hiram W. Johnson Papers 
Bancroft Library

condition . I f in a lly  got Dow’ s son released . They lie d  to me 

repeatedly but by keeping on the back of the department we have 

accomplished the resu lt*

With a l l  our love

A ffe c tio n a te ly , tv
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M E Y E R  L I S S N E R
U N I O N  L E A G U E  B U I L D I N G  

L O S  A N G E L E S

May 15,1919,

Hiram W. Johnson, J r .,
M ills Building,
San Francisco, C alifornia.

Dear Jack:

I enclose copy of another le tter  received from the 

Chief. I tried to connect with yon a couple of times before 

I le f t  San Francisco last week but you had just returned and 

I took it  were busy clearing your desk.

A1 McCabe telephoned to me from San Francisco upon 

receipt of a copy of the C h ief's  le tte r , suggesting that he 

thought Cullinan was not the right man to ca ll the meeting and 

proposing that he have a talk  with Cullinan and arrange the 

matter to their mutual satisfaction  vsfoich I to ld  him would be 

o .k . My understanding is  that there w ill be some intimate 

discussion with our inside group during the day on Monday as 

a preliminary to anything further. I w ill  try to get in touch 

with you Monday morning.

In the meanwhile, with best regard, .

Yours very tru ly ,
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P. Se I just received a note from Eustace in which he says 

that A1 thinks that Eustace, A1 and I ought to have a preliminary 

meeting and make up a l i s t  of fellow s to invite to the f ir s t  con­

ference, so there w ill be no soreness over omissions, and that 

they fixed next Monday, May 19th, at 2 o 'clock  p .m ., at Cullinan's 

office  for a meeting, subject to my convenience, which I con­

firmed.

I expect to see you in the morning and, of course, you 

should be at the conference at 2 o 'c lo ck .
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W A S H I N G T O N ,  D . C .

May SO, 1919 •

Mr. Hiram ft. Johnson, J r . ,  
M ills  Building,
San Francisco, C a lifo rn ia .

My dear Jack:

I want to acknowledge your long le t te r  received

the other day, and yours dated May 13th received yesterday. 

Schwerin did not c a l l ,  and I have heard nothing from him.

I would have been very glad to have taken up the matter you 

mentioned, i f  he had desired i t ,  but I presume i t  probably 

was s a t is fa c to r i ly  arranged. At any ra te , I have not seen 

him* Of course, I w ill be very glad to see Mr. Whittaker*s 

frien d , and w ill do whatever I oan. I fe e l  lik e  you do, that 

I am under very many obligation s to Whittaker, and I should 

welcome an opportunity to repay them.

employment in your Telegraph case, and because you mentioned 

i t ,  I do. I am in clin ed  to think i t  would be better not to  

get into a case of that s o r t , beoause i t s  ram ifioations might 

take us into our o f f i c i a l  l i f e .

th is year, and i t  ought to be an in tere stin g  one. At the end 

o f the week, I intend to w rite you my idea o f a Peace Treaty, 

the most im p e ria listic  document put forth  since the world com­

menced, and o f the peculiar world attitu d e our country at p re s-

You mentioned something about the p o s s ib i lity  of

Congress met yesterday. We*re in  for a b ig  fig h t
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ent oocupies. The Peace Treaty confirms me in opposition to 

the League o f Nations, and some private information brought to 

me the other day confirms th is  opposition . I am hoping I may 

be able to make public what I have learned* that the League of  

Nations is  ju st a huge war trust* backed by international capi­

t a l i s t s ,  who prefer to  have an international clearin g house, 

where they can deal with and control a few individuals instead  

o f many in d iffe re n t n ations.

Mother and I have been so sorry that your domestic 

a ffa ir s  were found in such bad shape* I do hope they*ve turned 

out a l l  r ig h t.

Love to the k iddies, and lo ts  to y o u r se lf .

A ffectio n a te ly .
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Hay <3 si ̂  1919

Major Archibald M. Johnson,
M ills  Building,
ban Francisco, C a lifo rn ia .

My dear Arch:

I am d ic ta tin g  th is le t te r  on the porch of the house 

to Miss Connor, who has come out here to work with me. She 

w ill write i t  when she goes in , and w ill sign f t  for me.

I wont put the usual commercial precautionary decalration  at 

the end of i t  "D icta ted  but not sign ed ", and y e t, you’ l l  un­

derstand that th is is  the exact fa c t  in th is instance.

We both have been fe e lin g  pretty rotten  of late> and 

I find  that an hour or two in town in the o ff ic e  lis te n in g  

to very small matters puts me completely out of tune, and 

I have made up my mind that I w ill stay at home much more 

than in  the p a st. In addition to th is , the big things that 

are before us are wholly engrossing to me, and I have neither  

time to think of them nor to work upon them at the o f f ic e ,  be­

cause of c a lle r s , and the innumerable l i t t l e  things that have 

to be done.

I was awfully glad that you wrote your mother, she had 

commenced to fe e l that she was quite neglected, but your recent 

le t te r s  to her have been ju st the thing.
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There is  l i t t l e  to say to you except concerning the 

Treaty of Peace and the League of Nations. On these sub­

je c ts  I am hoping soon to w rite, merely in the fashion in  

which I did la s t  year, my views to you and Jack, The 

Treaty, apparently,includes within i t s  ju r isd ic tio n  the 

germs of many future wars. I t  is  a sh ort-sigh ted  and im­

p e r ia lis t ic  document to ta lly  at variance with our high pre­

ten ses, I am not concerned with the harshness of the terms 

in  respect to Germany, They, doubtless, are fu lly  deserved. 

But, the callous and cynical fashion in which we participated  

in  the carving o f te rrito ry  and the d isp o sitio n  of peoples is  

bound u ltim ately to bring b itte rn e ss , and s t r i f e ,  and other 

wars, I w ill try to amplify my views within a few days to you,

borne time next week I hope to make some sort o f a speech 

on the League of Nations. I sh a ll lay my greatest s tre ss  upon 

A r tic le  a  by which we guarantee from external aggression the 

t e r r ito r ia l  lim its  o f the sign atories to the League. I can not 

understand how any American, and much le s s , any l ib e r a l , can 

subscribe to any such d octrine. And then, the dootrine is  

s i l l y ,  because no set of men today can freeze the world into  

immutability for a l l  tim e.

I wont go into d e ta il with you about my gardening. I have 

enjoyed i t ,  and taken intense in tere st in  planting everything  

under the sun here. I f  a l l  my flowers were to come up I would 

have the most variegated landscape in Christendom. But th is  

morning "Woe is  mel” The yard is  f u l l  of lo c u sts , and I fear



- 3 - t

Hiram VV. Johnson Papers 
Bancroft Library

when they get through with us we*11 have nothing green nor 

b eau tifu l l e f t .  The oat made a heroic e ffo r t  th is morning to 

eat up many of these p e sts . I have ju st gathered her and 

taken her in the house for fear she would die in  the perform­

ance of the tremendous task she set for h e r s e lf .

We heard from Jack that you were in pretty good physical 

condition, and we were overjoyed. Take care o f y o u rse lf, 

p lease .

With a l l  our love ,

Af f e c t ionat e ly ,

Dad.
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Mr* Hiram w. Johnson, J r . ,
M ills  Building,
s&n FrancisoO., C a lifo rn ia .

My dear Jack:

I received th is  morning the enclosed le t te r  from L issn er.

I wired him at onoe as per the attached wire, and then I wrote 

him, as per the attached le t t e r .  I am sending you these things, 

so that you may be advised. I am fe e lin g  so very deeply about 

the League of Nations that I would s a c r if ic e  any p o lit ic a l  pros­

pects I might have rather than forego my opinion concerning i t .  

Indeed, the League means the subordination of the Republic and 

the destruction of much that we hold most dear. As I said  to 

L issner, I must choose between certain  o f  my old friends and my 

conscience in the performance o f a very high duty. With you and 

with me* there can be no hesitancy in such a choice. I want you 

to read L is s n e r ^  le t te r  to Mccabe, cullinan* and any others that 

you think w ise. I do not want the mistake made of attempting pub­

l i c  organization when some man lik e  Dr, Haynes* or some of the 

women, such as are mentioned by L issner, could go into the Los 

Ahgeles Times and the Ban Francisco Chronicle and repudiate me* 

■^his would be wholly fatal, in  the i^ast, and would be in f in ite ly  

better to pursue the course that o r ig in a lly  I suggested to'^eSfand
A

w ait, rather than attempt a 3tate-w ide public organization, which
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would be repudiated by many of my old  supporters. I can not 

make th is  too plain*

I am not attempting to write you otherwise than in  th is  

one respect today*

A ffeo tio n a te ly ,
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MEYER LISSNER
• Union League Building,

Los Angeles

May 16, 1919,

U.S.benator
Hiram w, Johnson,

Washington, B.O.

Bear Chief:

This afternoon I got my f i r s t  reaction on our venture when 

I read your long le t te r  to Dr, Haynes* I held in reserve your sub­

sequent le t te r  about your a ttitu d e  on the League of N ations, His 

comment about the general proposal was not p a rticu la rly  in te llig e n t ;  

he sa id , among other things, that the only chance for the nomination 

of a Progressive by the Republicans was to bring home to the old  

guard the knowledge that i f  they again nominate a reactionary there 

would be a rep etitio n  o f 1912, and i f  they got the re a l comprehension 

of that s itu a tio n  your chances for the nomination were as good as 

anyone’ s .  He was against Wood because Wood is  a m ilita r is t  and he 

doesn’ t want a m ilitary  man as P resident, One thing he volunteered  

on which he had a p o sitiv e  opinion —  you must at once stop your op­

p o sitio n  to the League of Nations or you wouldn’ t have a ghost o f a 

show. When I read your personal expression on that subject and when 

I got through he said  i t  was a l l  o f f  —  that he couldn’ t support his  

own brother on that a tt itu d e . He said , however, that he thought i t  

was a l i t t l e  early to commence the campaign and he hoped that the 

League of Nations proposition  would be passed upon and out of the way 

before the rea l campaign commenced and even though you opposed it> i f
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i t  carried  and became the law of the land, he would then be glad to  

support you and to help in any way he could; but i f  you opposed i t  

and i t  was defeated he would hold i t  against you*

I met former benator Cogswell, now supervisor, on the stre e t the 

other day and he volunteered to inquire what was the matter with 

Johnson on the League of Nations* He said that 99 people out o f 100 

he met were for i t ,  and he thought you would make a serious p o l i t i ­

ca l blunder in openly opposing i t .  I to ld  him to w rite you his sen­

timents and he said he would.

A fter Dr. Haynes had expressed him self he asked me whether, in 

view o f your a ttitu d e  on the League o f Nations, I was going ahead with 

the plan and I to ld  him I surely was i f  the boys in ban Francisco were 

of the same mind that. I was, and of that I had no doubt. I to ld  him 

that while I did not re ly  upon the League of Nations, with my present 

lig h t  Inwould vote for i t  i f  i t  were put up to me, but I recognized  

there was much to say on the other s id e . In cid en tally  Camp, a t ,th e  

a Clulfr the other n ight, when asked about his a ttitu d e on the League of  

Nations said that he had never yet refused to swallow a sugar coated 

bread p i l l .  I am wondering what Howell w ill  say, I sent him and the 

other "boys11 a copy o f your expression on the League add have asked him 

to write a pretty  f u l l  le t te r  expressing his sentiments on the general 

proposition , in view of your sentim ents, for presentation to the bunch 

in ban Francisco. I expect to have a le t te r  from him when I reach the 

ban Francisco o f f ic e  on Monday. I sh a ll probably from time to time, 

quite disconnectedly, w rite you such expressions as I hear from those 

whose opinions are worth while*
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By way of d iversion , I am sending you a copy of rtAn Act to 

Provide for p artic ip atio n  by employees of corporations in the man­

agement and p r o fits  of their employers, i! The X Club, which you 

know is  a l i t t l e  se le c t  dinner club to which I belong, has been d is ­

cussing the general subject of democratization of industry for sev­

eral o f i t s  recent meetings and Camp was, in a way, challenged to 

put down in black and white something lik e  he has done. I t  i s ,

I think, refreshing reading and evenutally we may look back upon i t  

as the sta rt  of something. I w ill  not attempt to discuss i t  in de­

t a i l  but w ill simply say that the general idea lis te n s  good to me.

I take i t ,  however, that i t  w ill be many years before any suoh le g ­

is la t io n  is  adopted and that there w ill have to be a whole lo t  o f  

pioneering and voluntary action of that sort before i t  may be taken 

seriou sly  as a le g is la t iv e  p roposition .

I ju st read your note about the League o f Nations to Camp, who 

also  had read your longer le t t e r .  As soon as Camp heard your unequiv­

ocal utterance on the su b ject, he said  “W ell, that does him up” ."

He seems to think that the covenant in i t s  present shape is  harmless, 

d oesn 't bind anybody> and that you take i t  altogether too se r io u sly .

He thinks you should vote for i t  and say nothing about i-t. I sug­

gested that he write you his views and he said  he would.

Yesterday, at the executive committee meeting of the Municipal 

League of Los Angeles, I had an opportunity o f sounding out some of  

i t s  members on the question of a candidacy by/you and of your a t t i ­

tude on the League of N ations. I was p a rticu la rly  curious to know 

the r e fle x  of a young progressive attorney named bhelton, who has
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always been very strong for you although he was active  in the 

Wilson campaign. He has an o f f ic e  arrangement with Tom Gibbons. 

Shelton said righ t quick, in e f fe c t , that he was getting tired  of  

your a ttitu d e  and i t  seemed to him i t  was taken p rin cip a lly  for  

p o lit ic a l  e ffe c t  and his sentiment seemed to meet with pretty gen­

eral approval in the l i t t l e  group to which I was speaking. George 

Dunlop, whom you appointed on the Social Insurance Commission, and 

who is  president of the Municipal League, is  very ‘strong for the 

League of Nations and very c r i t ic a l  of your a ttitu d e . Langmuir, who 

represents the New York L ife  Insurance Company here, fe e ls  the same 

way about i t .  In fa c t , the only one in that group who was in clin ed  to 

give consideration to your views was Brennan* who is  on Gamp's s t a f f  

in the Santa Fe law department, and even he, when I read him a fte r ­

wards your unequivocal a ttitu d e  on the League as expressed to me in  

your note of May 8th, seemed to think that you were unnecessarily in -  

f l e i i b le  in that regard. I had a ta lk  with Guy Barham yesterday.

I wanted to fin d  out the real inside of the Express s itu a tio n  and the 

re lation sh ip  between Hearst, Barham and K ellogg . In cid en tally  

I read to Barham what you said about your attitu d e on the League of  

Nations and he said  that made him stronger for you than ever.

Of course you can depend on the Herald for as much p u b lic ity  as 

i t  is  good for you to have in that paper.

The re la tio n s between Barham and Kellogg are now strained and 

i t  would not be surprising to find  them at each others throats within  

a short tim e. Barham now seems to have a very poor opinion of K e ll­

ogg, says that he is  p rin cip ally  wind, hasn 't got a great deal o f
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money* is  u n reliab le , untruthful, e t c , ,  e tc . He intim ates, very 

c o n fid n tia lly , something about pending changes in the C all and d is ­

counts the story that Kellogg t e l l s  about th is fin a n cia l in terest

in the C a ll, h is righ t to s e l l  to Hearst, and so fo r th .

I think I have a pretty stra igh t lin e  now on the deal that 

K ellogg and Dickson have with the &arl e s ta te . Dr. Haynes claims 

to have read the contract and Barham p ra c tic a lly  confirms Haynes* 

statement to th is  e f fe c t : K ellogg and Dickson have an option to

buy the express within fiv e  years at a oertain  fixed  p r ic e . They 

are to run the paper in the meanwhile without any lo ss  to the es­

tate* I f  any p r o fit  is  made the esta te  gets a share of i t  and the 

balance o f the p r o fit  is  divided between Kellogg and Dickson. It  

is  claimed that Kellogg and Dickson have made a remarkable showing 

on the fin a n cia l end since taking over the paper and that whereas

before they took i t  i t  was running about #15,000 a month in the red

the f i r s t  month thereafter i t  was about §8000 in the black and the 

second month about #1^,000 in  the black; but Barham explains th is  

by saying that that showing is  made p rin cip a lly  because they have 

discontinued the bunday paper and cut out some other unnecessary ex­

travagances, He says that the express, a fte r  having cut out i t s  waste 

and exchange c ircu la tio n  now has only about 4 0 ,0 0 0 , although claim ing  

in  their statement 5 5 ,0 0 0 , and indicates that from now on there w ill  

be a real f ig h t  between the express and the Herald to maintain their  

r e la tiv e  p o sitio n s .

Mrs. Gibson, who ha3 ju st returned from ban Diego where the club  

women had their btate meeting, says the women are a l l  strongly for the



Hiram W . Johnson Papers
Bancroft Library

League and regard the opposition to i t  as purely p o l i t ic a l  and 

resent the making of a party issue of i t .  They are displeased with 

W ill Hays* too, she says, because he is  opposed to the so c ia l pro­

gram and she personally is  p a rticu la rly  displeased with him because 

he is  trying to make of the Americanization matter a basis for party 

organization .

Mrs, &dson was ju st in , having also  been at uan Diego, and. she 

regards your attitu d e on the League of Nations, i f  p ersisted  in* as 

absolutely  fa ta l so far as the women*s vote in  C aliforn ia  is  con­

cerned. she says they are p ra c tica lly a  unit on the subject and she 

h e rse lf would have to s t u lt i fy  h e rse lf i f  she took any other a ttitu d e .

I ca lle d  on Joe acott at his o f f ic e  th is morning. He is  for  

you f i r s t ,  la s t  and a l l  the time and regards your statement about the 

League of Nations very favorably . His C eltic  extraction  and con­

nections undoubtedly have a great deal to do with his a ttitu d e . He' 

recognizes that the advocates of the League out here are largely  in  

the vocative but is  not at a l l  sure that they r e fle c t  the predominant 

sentim ent. He says that the Ir ish  vote, which has been 90°]o Democratic, 

w ill la rgely  forget i t s  old party a llegian ce in  view of the intense  

fe e lin g  in the present exigency; and that analogous considerations  

might have a lik e  e ffe c t  with the p a tr io tic  Germans and their de­

scendants. At any ra te , he wants to be counted in on anything that

is  done
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Mrs. Barnura, whom you appointed a member of the State Board c£ 

Education, a lso  was in San Diego and t e l l s  the same ta le  about the 

League of Nations and the women*s a ttitu d e . She says she has a l ­

ways asserted that you would be the next president of the United 

States but when I put to her the d irect question as to whether she 

would support you i f  you opposed the League, she sid e-stepp ed .

I have your note of May 12th, regarding funds. Of course, your 

wishes in  that regard w ill  have to be observed. The whole matter w ill  

naturally  be discussed in San Francisco next week. Candidly> I think 

you are making a mistake in taking the attitu d e that you do about 

finances at th is  tim e. I think you are making a mistake in taking  

the attitu d e that you do about finances at th is  time. I think your 

in tere sts  c a ll  for some sort o f  organization, that considerable money 

w ill  be required and that you ought with good grace to allow  i t  to be 

contributed and expended along p e rfe c tly  legitim ate lin es  fo r  organi- * 

zation  and propaganda work.

McVey at the bank thought we had entered a new international 

era and that we had to face international ob ligation s that the fathers  

of the republic did not contemplate. He was in favor of trying the 

League.

Just before I went to lunch I sounded out s ix  or eight of our 

o f f ic e  force in the Commission on the subject o f the League. None of  

them was enthusiastic about i t ,  some thought i t  might be tr ie d , some 

had their doubts about i t  and several had no opinion on the subject  

at a l l .  I think th is was a fa ir ly  representative group.
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I t  is  p la in , I think, that the women of C a liforn ia , and 

th is includes the leaders as well as the rank and f i l e ,  have very- 

l i t t l e  party conscience; and so far as gettin g our leading women 

into the Republican organization is  concerned, they in s is t  upon 

having much more serious consideration and better treatment than 

they have had, and I think their demands are w ell taken. We have 

treated our women too c a v a lie r ly . They want to be in  on the ground 

flo o r  when the programing is  done instead of being asked to swallow 

what is  set before them, lik e  good so ld ie r s . They demand fa ir  rep­

resentation  and recognition as w e ll. They are very strongly pro­

gressive and fig h t shy of any reactionary tendency or leadership in  

the party. Mrs, Porter has outlived  her usefulness with the leading  

women at le a s t  and I think with the rank and f i l e  gen erally . She has 

l i t t l e  influence and l i t t l e  force , either here or on the National 

Committee. Something should be done to le t  her down easy and put a 

r e a lly  e ffe c tiv e  and e ff ic ie n t  woman in her p lace; the trouble is  to 

find  the "r ig h t man."

The women are very much pleased that you  have accepted the 

chairmanship of the Suffrage committee and I , too, am glad that th is  

came your way. I t  w ill  be an opportunity and be h e lp fu l.

I have been much interested  in the e ffo r ts  made by the l i t t l e  

group of P rogressives, in the United States Senate, to impress them­

selv es on the conscience of the m ajority and hope they w ill  continue

to assert them selves. That is  the only way to get anything, either  

in  the Senate or in  the National convention. Keep up the f ig h t .
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Iy was ver}' complimentary to have been tendered the p resi­

dency pro tempore of the Senate. You undoubtedly had good reasons 

for refu sin g i t  and I was not surprised that you d id . I t  looked to 

me lik e  an e ffo r t  to shelve you.

Pardon this disconnected, rambling e p is t le . I t  was d ictated  as 

the things came to me, hot o f f  the b at. I thought you would lik e  to 

know what d iffe re n t people were thinking.

Summarizing the situ a tio n  in C aliforn ia  I would say that a l l  

o f the old  Progressive standbys and many regulars a3 well are very 

frien d ly  to a candidacy on your part and were i t  not for your a t t i ­

tude on the League of Nations you would have the enthusiastic sup­

port o f our leading women; but they seem to be absolutely o f f  the 

tr o lle y  on that su b ject, as I have indicated* Nevertheless, I do 

not think there w ill be any d if f ic u lt y  about the concession o f the 

delegation  from C aliforn ia  to you and about conceding the naming of  

the delegation by you or your parricular fr ie n d s .

I am not at a l l  sure that the expressions which I have reported  

to you are broadly represen tative ; in fa c t , I am rather in clin ed  to 

think that they are the re su lt of emotion rather than sound judgment, 

and come la rg e ly  from the sort of people who are naturally of p a c if -  

i s t i c  tendency. They are always in the vooative and they make so 

much noise that we sometimes are confused and take itn to  be the 

“voice of the people11. The most s ig n ific a n t expression, I think, was 

from the o f f ic e  force in the Ind u strial Accident Commission, and I 

b elieve  that is  a more accurate community re fle x  than the expressions

- 9
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o f our Progressive highbrows. I think the people generally are 

open to conviotion on the proposition  of the League, although the 

slogan ”No more wars13 w ill appeal to the masses ju st as the fa ls e  

cry ”He Kept us out o f war“ e ffe cte d -th e  la s t  p resid en tia l e le c tio n ,

What the general sentiment outside o f C a liforn ia  i s ,  you are 

better able to judge than I .  When you go to the people, or when you 

speak upon the su b ject, I hope you w ill preface your views with the 

suggestion that the League Idea seems p la u sib le , that i t  appeals to 

your imagination, and that you hoped you would be able to support 

i t  but that for the very good and su ffic ie n t  reasons which you w ill  

give you f e e l ,  no matter what the consequences may be, you cannot 

p a tr io t ic a lly  support the covenant^as drawn and submitted. Of course, 

in  the Senate when the discussion of the League is  up you w ill be 

heard and you w ill  ta lk  on that su b ject; but when you go to the people 

I don*t think that need be the predominant theme, but your main em­

phasis should be on the s p ir it  o f Progressivism and so c ia l serv ice , 

on the new day for labor, and a working out of the problems of ca p ita l  

and labor; a fter  a l l ,  I think those are the things that the people o f  

th is country are most in terested  in and that co n stitu te  our most v i ta l  

national and international problem as w e ll.

I think the point might well be made that i f  America had been pre­

pared to do her in tern ation al duty and to speak at thej^ighfc time 

the great debacle need never have occurred, and such a thing, League 

of Nations or no League of Nations,need not occur in the future i f  we 

are a liv e  to our international ob ligation s and have the courage o f our
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conviction s; but that, On the other hand, no matter what sort of 

a League of Nations we have, with pusillanimous government at home, 

and a weak foreign  p olicy  something sim ilar may happen again.

What a great day th is  i s ,  in the h istory of the world, the 

f l ig h t  across the ocean having been su ccessfu lly  accomplished,

I would have believed almost anything e lse  p ossib le  sooner than th a t. 

To me i t  is  one of the most th r i ll in g  things that has happened during 

my life t im e , and I am very proud that i t  was "America f i r s t " .  That 

slogan reminds me of something the women report Jessica  Peixotto  

having said  concerning y o u r se lf . On her return from Washington she 

reported that the women so c ia l workers who had "adored" you were weep­

ing s a lt  tears on account of your alogan and attitu d e on "America for  

Americans11. They seem to think that i t  was narrow and s e l f i s h  and 

la rg e ly  p o l i t ic a l  c la p -tra p , or words tort hat e f fe c t .

I hope you are not bored.

Yours very sin ce rely , V:

(Sgd) Meyer Lissner

ML-IFL
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UNITED STATES SENATE 
WASHINGTON D. C.

May 20, 1919a

Mr. Meyer Dissner,
Union league Building, 
lo s  Angeles, California.

My dear Lissner:

I received your very long le tter  yesterday. It may 

be that in the future i t  w ill be wise to 'have somebody from 

California attempt to canvass the East. I do not think at the 

present time i t  is  necessary or w ill accomplish great results.

I do not want you, therefore, to get out of your position, or 

to contemplate coming East, as you suggested. I thank you 

from the bottom of my heart for what you say and for your 

willingness in the matter.

There could be, however, real accomplishment, i t  seems 

to me, i f  there is  any foundation for a fight on our part, in 

the states immediately adjacent to California. Oregon, Nevada 

and Arizona are so close that there ought to be some way to 

reach into them, and also into Washington, and perhaps other 

western states; but in those immediately bordering upon our 

state, through friends residing there, or business connections, 

something ought to be able to be done. Our strength anyway 

must come from the West, and I suggest to you, for the immedi­

ate future, directing the energies which can be u tilized  

without great .cost or inconvenience to our immediately con­

tiguous states.
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OTHERWISE T H E  MESSAGE 
WILL BE TRA N SM ITTED  AS A 

FULL-RATE TELEGRAM

WESTE UNION
AM

N E W C O M B  C A R L T O N , P R E SID E N T G E O R G E  W . E. A T K IN S , FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT

Send the following message, subject to the terms 
on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to

COPY

May 2 2 ,  19 1 9 *

Meyer L is s n e r ,
U nion League B ld g , ,
Los A n g e le s , O a l i f .

J u s t  have y o u rs s ix t e e n t h  (a to p )  Have w r it t e n  ( s t o p )  Do n o th in g  

in  p u b lic  fa s h io n  f o r  o r g a n iz a t io n  which may be a b o r t iv e  or le a d  

to  r e p u d ia t io n  b eoa u se  o f  my League s ta n d  ( s t o p )  T h is  s o r t  o f  

r e p u d ia t io n  would be f a t a l  and I  do n o t want to  r i s k  i t

NIGHT LETTER

HIRAM W* JOHNSON

PERSONAL.



A L L  M E S S A G E S  T A K E N  BY T H I S  C O M P A N Y  A P E  S U B J E C T  T O  T H E  F O L LO W IN G  T E R M S .
, .  *8®inst mistakes or delays, the sender of a message should order it REPEATED, that is, telegraphed back to the originating office for comparison,

• the “ “ ■epeated message rate is charged in addition. Unless otherwise indicated on its face, THIS IS AN UNREFEATED MESSAGE AND PAIDAS SUCHran
Fog

FOB’H, m consideration whereof it is agreed between the sender of the message and this Company as .follows:
. The Company shall not be liable for mistakes or delays in the transmission or delivery, or for non-delivery, of any UNREPEATED message, beyond the amouaS 

for sending the same; nor for mistakes or delays in the transmission or delivery, or for non-delivery, of any REPEATED message, beyond fifty times ths
specially valued; nor in any ease for delays arising from unavoidable interruption in the working of its lines; nor for errors siscipher or obscure messages.

. j !  l>"’ In I f ® !  Company shall not be liable for damages for any mistakes or delays in the transmission or delivery, or for the non-delivery, of this message, 
whether caused by the negligence of its servants or otherwise, beyond the sum of FIFTY DOLLARS, at which amount this message is hereby valued, unless a greater value 
is stated m writing hereon at the time the message is offered to the Company for transmission, and an additional sum paid or agreed to be paid based on such value eausil so one-tenth of one per cent, thereof. "
His d e s t f n ^  Company is hereby made the agent of the sender, without 'liability, to forward this message over the lines of any other Company when -necessary to reac©

4, Messages will Le delivered free within one-half mile of the Company’s office in towns of 5,000 population or less, and within one mile of suoh office in other cities 
or towns. Beyond these limits the Company does not undertake to make delivery, but will, without liability, at the sender’s request, as his agent and at his expense 
endeavor to contractor him for such delivery at a reasonable price.

5. No responsibility attaches to this Company concerning messages until the same are accepted at one of its transmitting offices: and if a message is sent to such 
since by one of the Company s messengers, he acts for that purpose as the agent of the sender.
, c, j 6' .7 ?? ,'Co™pany 'wiU not be liable for damages or statutory penalties in any case where the claim is not presented in writing within sixty days after the messag® sa filed with the Company for transmission. •
* „  3 '  Special terms governing the transmission of messages under the classes of messages enumerated below shall apply to messages in each of such respective classes in addition

m  all foregoing terms.
8. No employee of the Company is authorized to vary the foregoing. T H E  W E S T E R N  U N I O N  T E L E G R A P H  C O M P A N Y

INCORPORATED
, N E W C O M B  C A R L T O N , PRESID EN T

C L A S S E S  O F  S E R V IC E
T E L E G R A M S

A full-rate expedited service.
N i G H T  M E S S A G E S

Accepted up to 2.00 a .m. at reduced rates to be sent during the night 
and delivered not earlier than the morning of the ensuing business day,
iDAY L E T T E R S

A deferred day service at rates lower than the standard tele­
gram rates as follows: One tod  one-half times the standard Night 
Letter rate for the transmission of 50 words or less and one-fifth of 
the initial rates for each additional 10 words or less.

SPECIAL TERM S APPLYIN G  TO DAY LETTERS:
In further consideration of the reduced rate for this special “ Day 

Letter”  service, the following special terms in addition to those enu­
merated above are hereby agreed to:

a . Day Letters may be forwarded by the Telegraph Company as & 
deferred service and the transmission and delivery of such Day Letters 
is, in all respects, subordinate to the priority of transmission and 
delivery of regular telegrams.

b . Day Letters shafl be written in plain English. Code language 
is not permissible.

c. This Day Letter may be delivered by the Telegraph Company 
by telephoning the same to the addressee, and such delivery shall be a 
complete discharge of the obligation of the Telegraph Company to 
deliver.

d . This Day Letter is received subject to the express understand­
ing and agreement that the Company does not undertake that a Day

Letter shall be delivered on the day of its date "absolutely and at all 
events; but that the Company's obligation in this respect is subject 
to the condition that there shall remain sufficient time for the trans­
mission and delivery of such Day Letter on the day of its date during 
regular office hours, subject to the priority of the transmission of reg­
ular telegrams'Under the conditions named above.

N o employee of the Com pany is authorized to vary the foregoing,

f t iG H T  L E T T E R S
Accepted up to 2.00 a .m. for delivery on the morning of the ensuing 

business day, at rates still lower than standard night message rates, as 
follows: The standard telegram rate for 10 words shall be charged for the 
transmission of 50 words or less, and one-fifth of such standard telegram 
fate for 10 words shall be charged for each additional 10 words or less

SPECIAL TERM S APPLYING TO N IG H T LE TTE RS: ■
In further consideration of the reduced rate for this special “ Night 

Letter”  service, the following special terms in addition to those 
enumerated above are hereby agreed to:

a . Night Letters may at the option of the Telegraph Company 
foe mailed at destination to the addressees, and the.Company shall 
be deemed to have discharged its obligation in such cases with respect 
to delivery by mailing such Night Letters at destination, postage 
prepaid.

b . Night Letters shall be written in plain English. Code language 
is not permissible.

N o  employee o f the Com pany is authorized to vary the foregoing.
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COPY

May 33, 1919.

Mr. Meyer Lissner,
Union League B ldg .,
Los Angeles, C a lifo rn ia .

My dear L issner:

I have ju st received your le t te r  of May 16th . What you 

say about the League of Nations and the attitu d e of many of our 

friends toward me because of my a ttitu d e upon th st su bject, 

was not at a l l  unexpected. I have a singular in tu itio n  in mat­

ters o f th is so r t , and that in tu itio n  led  me to w rite you as 

I did upon the su b jeat. The reason I am h a stily  w riting now, 

immediately upon receipt of your le t t e r , is  that I want to im­

press upon you above a l l  things do not make any public e ffo r t  

in the d irection  of organization for me in C a liforn ia , which 

may be, in any degree, abortive, or which w ill enable various 

people to repudiate your action or me. Far better would i t  be 

to leave public organization u n til a fter  th is League of Nations 

question sh a ll have been decided. May I impress th is  upon you, 

and repeat i t :  Do not get into a public a ttitu d e  where there

may be public repudiation by any of our friends of an organiza­

tion  in  my b e ja lf , or a candidacy on my p a rt. This would be- ab­

so lu te ly  f a t a l .  I am taking the precaution of wiring you now at 

my very f i r s t  opportunity a fte r  receiving your le t t e r .  I t  is  with
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f u l l  consciousness of exactly what i t  means that I take my 

p o s it io n ‘upon the League of N ations, I f  I did otherwise,

I would be untrue to m yself. And I must choose between the 

allegia n ce  o f some of my old friends to my personal ambitions 

and my sense of what i t  is  my duty to do. Of course, when a 

man must make such a choice, he can do but one thing,

Sincerely,
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UNITED STATES SENATE
Washington, D. G

May 22, 1919
Mr. Meyer Lissner,Union League nldg.,Los Angeles, California
My dear Lissner:

i have Just received your le tter  of May 16th. what you 
say about the League of nations and the attitude of many of our 
friends toward me because of my attitude upon that subject, was 
not at a ll unexpected. 1 have a singular intuition in mat­
ters of th is sort, and that intuition led me to write you as 
I did upon the subject. The reason I am hastily writing now, 
immediately upon receipt of your le tte r , is  that I want to im­
press upon you above a ll things do not make any public effort in 
the direction of organization for me in California, which may be, 
in any degree, abortive, or which w ill enable various people to 
repudiate your action or me. jrar better would it  be to leave 
public organization until after this League of nations question 
shall have been decided. May I impress this upon you, and re­
peat it :  Do not get into a public attitude where there may be
public repudiation by any of our friends of an organization in 
my behalf, or a candidacy on my part. This would be absolutely 
fa ta l. I am taking the precaution of wiring you now at my very 
f ir s t  opportunity after receiving your le tter . It is  with fu ll



consciousness of exactly what i t  means that I take my posi~ 

tion upon the League of nations. i f  I did otherwise, i  would 

he untrue to myself. And I must choose between the allegiance 

of some of my old friends to my personal ambitions and my 

sense of what it  is  my duty to do. Of course, when a man must 

make such a choice, he can dot but one thing.

Sincerely,

(Signed) HlJctAM W. JOHJSSOU.
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G EO . E . C H A M B E R L A IN . OR E., C H A IR M A N .
G IL B E R T M. H ITCHCOCK. NEBR. FRANCIS E . W ARREN. W YO. 
OUNCAN U. FLETC H E R , FLA. JOHN W. W EEKS. MAS8.
HE NR Y L. MYERS, M ONT. JAM ES W. WADSWORTH, JR ., N. Y.
CHARLES S. THOMAS. COLO. HOWARD SUTH ER LAN D, W. VA.
MORRIS SHEPPARD, T E X . HARRY S. NEW , IND.
J . C. W. BECKHAM , KY. JOSEPH S. FR ELIN Q H U YSEN . N. J.
W ILLIAM  F. K IR BY, A R K . HIRAM W. JOHNSON, CAL.
JAM ES A. R EED, MO.
K EN N E TH  D. M CK ELLAR . TE N N .

CARALYN B. SH ELTO N , CLER K.
SHELDON S. JONES, ASSISTANT C LER K.

'ISitniieb J&enale
C o m m it t e e  o n  M i l i t a r y  A f f a ir s  

W A S H I N G T O N ,  D . C .

May 27 , 1919*

Mr, Hiram W, Johnson, J r ,,
Major Archibald M, Johnson,
M ills  Building,
San Francisco, C a lifo rn ia ,

My dear Boys:

I am w riting you together because my time is  so lim ited , 

an'd because both of you have been so good as to advise me of 

what our friends are doing in C aliforn ia  to put forth  a candi­

dacy of mine. In response to Jack’ s telegrams about the ten­

ta tiv e  plan, I wired him Saturday, as fo llo w s:

u I am very gratefu l to my friends for their  
organization and I want you to express my appre­
c ia tio n  to them (Stop) It  is  too early to send 
manager or p u b lic ity  man here ( Stop) Everybody 
is  on edge here f u l l  o f the League o f Nations and 
Treaty fig h t ( Stop) Immediately a fte r  that sh a ll 
have been completed w ill be the appropriate time 
to attempt headquarters here with manager and pub­
l i c i t y  man (Stop) U ntil then I am sure i t  is  better  
to continue such contest and propaganda as may be 
p ossib le  from C aliforn ia  (Stop) Letter from Lissner  
yesterday in d icatin g many old supporters in  south 
against us because o f stand on League (Stop) Wired 
him to make no mistake in c a llin g  public conference 
in which we might be repudiated by former supporters. 
Mailed you yesterday his le t te r  my response, ff

In thinking of the matter over n ight, Sunday I confirmed

my Saturday wire, thus:
"May 25 , 1919,

wR eflection  confirms me in views expressed in y e ste r -  
v dayfs telegram. It  would be inadvisable and per­
haps embarrassing to have headquarters in Washington 
at present. Let what seems appropriate be done from 
C a lifo rn ia , When tifee is  propitious I w ill  frankly ask 
for help here, but i t  would be mistake to begin open 
campaign from Washington now. Please send flow ers for us 
to Hamilton funeral lo v e , ft
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My reasons for expressing m yself in the manner I did  

were that we’ re in  an epoch-making Congress, engrossed with 

very great national problems. Although there are many can­

didates in th is  Congress for President, none has opened head­

quarters here, I want to take part in the big questions be­

fore  the Congress. I want to take part in them as an Ameri­

can, pure and sim ple, but I don’ t want whatever I may say, 

thought,by the portion of the populace I reach ,to  be d ictated  

by any p o l i t ic a l  aspirations on my p a rt, I f > with a splurge, 

headquarters were opened here and p u b lic ity  attempted, i t  might 

embarrass what I am str iv in g  to do, and seriou sly  detract from 

what I may say. I t  would have the tendency, too,(w hich perhaps 

is  the more important) o f a ffe c tin g  m yself in my re latio n s with 

my fe llo w s, and with the problems before u s . Beyond a l l  th is ,  

such an attempt at p u b lic ity , organization, and managership is  

unnecessary now. From C aliforn ia  can come the e ffo r ts  from 

friends there with more consistency, and with greater aid  to me , 

than from here at my elbow, where I , personally , would be shoving 

m yself. I do hope, therefore , th a t,fo r  the present, the idea  

o f a Washington o f f ic e , with p u b lic ity  man, manager, e t c . ,  w ill  be 

abandoned, I w ill not h esita te  to ask for both when I think them 

necessary. There is  another thing, too . P u blicity  agents and 

managers, unless they are the exactly rig h t so r t , are u tte r ly  use­

le s s . Ho mistake must be made in the s e le c tio n s . To take any man 

haphazard, or to se le c t  one because he is  w illin g , without regard



to the p o s s ib i l i t ie s , would be a dad error* I am quietly  on the 

lookout for the righ t sort o f in dividu al, and thinking of the 

matter with very great care, so that their se le c tio n  may 3 a fe ly  

be l e f t  in abeyance* I noted A r t 's  le t t e r  that in some o f the 

gatherings the idea was expressed of putting out a tremendously 

strong and lengthy Progressive platform* I quite agree with what 

he says. What was done in C aliforn ia  as a record of achievement 

and accomplishment, and an earnest oxse. of the p o s s ib i li t ie s  of 

servioe to the Nation is  the best platform  at present, I think  

Art s iz e s  the situ a tio n  quite accurately in h is le t t e r ,  A d is ­

tin c t personal platform  may be omitted tem porarily, and d is t in c t  

achievement re lie d  upon*

I wired Jack concerning L issn er 's  le tter ,b e ca u se  as I read 

that le t t e r , men lik e  Dr, Haynes, and Dunlap, and women lik e  Mrs, 

Gibson and Mrs, Edson had turned from me because of my opposition  

upon the League o f N ations, I f  a l l  were to turn from me I could 

not support the League o f N ations, But, I recognize my friends  

may hold such strong opinions upon the subject that they believe  

they can better serve their country by supporting Mr, Phelan, or 

Governor Stephens % or Woodrow W ilson, or the southern Senators, 

who* so le ly  because o f their partisanship, are making a fig h t for  

the League o f N ations, I do not want to get into the p o sitio n  o f  

having a l l  those extremely good people and very lo y a l friends of 

mine invited  to a conference* and then have them wholly repudiate 

me, a s , doubtless, their consciences would require them to do.

Hiram W . Johnson Papers
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I wrote you that with absolute unanimity I was offered  the 

President pro temship of the Senate. I t  is  the highest honor 

the Republicans can g iv e . The Republicans have a m ajority of ju st  

two in the Senate. A few of us have been try in g  to fig h t Penrose 

as Chairman of the Finance Committee. I t  would be u tte r ly  impossi­

b le  fo r  me to take the highest honor the dominant fa ctio n  had to 

give, and then continue in my a ttitu d e  of h o s t i l i t y  to their  

choice fo r  the Chairman o f the Finance Committee. While, i t  is

true, that they were kind enpugh to say there were no conditions 

annexed to my acceptance o f the p articu lar p lace, I am tempera­

m entally so constituted  that I can not take a man8s favors and 

then slap him in the fa c e . Beyond th is , I had one period in 1916 

of having m yself misrepresented and misunderstood, and a very large  

number of partisan  Republicans in the East think that I betrayed 

the Republican Party then. I could not get into the a ttitu d e  where 

anybody might a sse rt , even unjustly* that I had sold  out or sur­

rendered my p articu lar opposition to Penrose. I have known from 

the beginning that the opposition to Penrose could not be success­

fu l ;  that there would be but a few who would face him and sta te  

their h o s t i l i t y .  I f e l t  that the s itu a tio n  would r e a lly  u ltim ate­

ly  peter out, and I was determined, in some fashion, to re g iste r  

my own views. When events should have petered out and I should 

have held the highest honor, I never could have answered any accu­

sation  that 'would have been made, either by hair-brained Progress­

ives or m alicious re a ctio n a rie s . I chose to hold m yself fr e e , in ­

dependent, and a lo o f; to be Republican wholly; and to make clear
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that I would not turn the Senate organization over to the Demo­

crats , but that I was opposed to Mr. Penrose. There is  nothing 

in  the p articu lar p o sitio n  but the honor. And, r e a lly , i t  didn’ t 

appeal to me. I would rather be in the a ttitu d e  of having re ­

fused i t  than of having i t .  I want to be on the f lo o r , and 

I don’ t want to be hampered ever by having to s i t  in the Chair 

when I want to be on the f lo o r . There is  another angle, too, 

about the matter, which did not enter into my d ecision , but which 

confirmed i t .  The V ice-president is  supposed to entertain  prom­

inent v is ito r s  at luncheon, and the l ik e . Whenever any one of 

these prominent v is ito r s  is  a nuisance and amounts to nothing, 

he turns them over to the President pro tem. Marshall would have 

taken a m alicious d eligh t in doing th is with me, and I would not 

have appreciated th is part of the jo b .

The Committee on Committees named Borah and m yself as two 

o f the Committee. We both declined. We did i t  because we didn’ t 

want to be bound by the se lectio n s o f the Committee. He is  a 

strange and a temperamental man -  Senator Borah, and I can not a l ­

ways agree with him. Indeed, we were not agreed as to the course 

to pursue in opposition to Penrose. Yester&^r , the conference of 

Republicans met, a closed conference. I reached the conclusion, 

inasmuch as I did not propose to  unite,under any circumstances, 

with the Democrats, to go into th is  conference, stand by the side  

o f Mr. Penrose, and voice my opposition to him. I did  s o . I t  was 

rather a tense and a dramatic moment. A fter I had fin ish ed , t  

manded a r o l l  c a l l ,  and ju st f iv e  Senators voted with me, I a c -



Hiram W. Johnson Papers 
Bancroft Library

- 6 -

complished, however, my purpose, to put my opposition of record 

as against Penrose, Today, there is  an open conference when 

I expect Borah is  going to voice his opposition . But, h is op­

p o sitio n  w ill go no farth er, I am sure, than mine, and, neither  

of us w ill  accomplish anything. The net r e su lt , however, of the 

wnole situ a tio n  has been that I am on the most important com­

m ittee in the Senate, the Foreign Relations Committee, and the 

one I am most anxious to be on during this period , I a lso  reta in  

my place upon the M ilitary  A ffa irs  Committee# I am given the Cuban 

R elations Committee, because i t  was the only one that would enable 

me to get some extra rooms in the C apitol, and th is  I very much de- 

bired# Indeed, I can fin d  no fa u lt  at a l l  with the way I have been 

treated by the other side* And, while I believe this is the re su lt  

o f my outstanding a loofn ess, and the closeness o f the Senate, nev­

erth eless , I appreciate i t ,  I think I am going to be very happily  

situ ated  in the next few months,

I reserve for another le t te r  the story of the house, o f the 

planting that I have done, and now, of the most amazing thing in  

nature, the 17-year old lo c u sts ,th a t  have ju st appeared, I am

gettin g  ready for a speeoh on the League of Nations, I wish* in  

order that you may have the viewpoint of the Liberals o f the coun­

try that you boys would get la s t  week8s Nation and la s t  week’ s New 

Republic. Both papers were strong adherents o r ig in a lly  of Wilson, 

Both now b it te r ly  denounce the Peace. You ought, for your own 

sakes, to read some papers o f th is so r t , in order that you may sretyou may get
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a d iffe re n t viewpoint from that given by the ordinary papers.

I t  would do the men, who think themselves progressive and l i b ­

eral in thought in  C alifornia , pome good to read the trend of  

lib e r a l thought in  the East. I t  doesn 't make any d ifferen ce  

whether we agree with these sh eets . They print some truths that 

the newspapers absolutely w ill not p r in t . Last week's hation  

and New Republic were very in tere stin g , because they dealt with 

the Peace Treaty.

With a l l  our love,

A ffe c tio n a te ly ,



Q EO . E. C H A M B E R L A IN , O R E,, C H A IR M A N .
G ILB ER T M. HITCHCOCK, N EBR . FRANCIS E . W ARREN. W YO.
DUNCAN U. F L ETC H E R . FL A . JOHN W. W EEK8, MASS.
HE NR Y L. MYERS, M ONT. JAM ES W. WADSWORTH, JR ., N
CHARLES S. THOMAS, COLO. HOWARD SUTH ER LAN D, W. VA 
MORRIS 8HEPPARO, T E X . HARRY 8. NEW , IND.
J . C. W. BECKHAM , K Y. JOSEPH 8. FR ELIN Q H U YSEN , b

W ILLIAM  F. K IR BY. A R K . HIRAM W. J0H N80N , CAL.
JAM ES A. REED. MO.
K E N N E TH  D. M CKELLAR . TE N N .

CARALYN B .8 H E L TO N ,C L E R K .
SHELDON S. JONES, ASSISTANT C LER K .

My dear Jack:

I have been wanting to write to you since my jo in t le t t t e r  

to you and Arch, but have no opportunity. Today, Saturday, I

have had the three g ir ls  in the o ffic e  w riting a League of Nations 

speech, whivh was concluded at 4 :1 5 . Monday I expect to d eliver  

i t .  I resolved on the way home that I would devote the h a lf hour

before dinner to w riting you, so you may picture me now in the 

l i t t l e  lib ra ry  down s ta ir s , plugging away on the type-w riter. Whep 

you were here the l i b r a r y ,  as was the fa ct during the w inter, 

could not be used j but with the thermon^eter over ninety as i t  

has been the past few days, i t  is  the coolest place in the house, 

and r e a lly  very comfortable.

Your two good le tte r s  were received th is  week, the f i r s t  

your long newsy one and the second containing the le t t e r  to be sent to 

p o lit ic a l  friends for an organization. Mother and I were most 

intereoted in your statement that the boys were to be operated upon 

fo r  adenoids, and we were mighty glad to have your telegram  

saying everything was a l l  r ig h t. Your le t t e r  reached me the same 

day the telegram did, or we should have been wiring you. We 

contented ourselves with a telgram to the ^k id d ies. Both of US 

wefe glad, too, to learn that your household had straightened  

out. I wish ours would. We s t i l l  are without a maid, and any

day, I expect Mother to f ir e  the chauffeur. He is  b ea stly  la zy , but

he does drive w ell. Mother has conceived, doubtless ju s t ly , a 

d is lik e  for him, and she cant re fra in  from giving i t  to him whenever

#
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'2ICrafeb sS>icxle& Senate
C o m m it t e e  o n  M i l i t a r y  A f f a ir s  

W A S H I N G T O N ,  D . C .

May 31, 1919. At Home.
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W A S H I N G T O N ,  D . C .

th ere 'S an opportunity, and of course, the end is  certain.
How I wish you wre here to see the house and garden now.

The vegetation grows by leaps and bounds, overnight i t  seems. The 
yard, while not la id  ott as an expensive gardener would have i t
18 ^  Ke beaUWfUl- 1 have * • «  Planting things m yself, and rea lly
the pleasure one gets from seeing something he has stuck in the
ground come peeping forth , is  charming. I am a l i t t l e  fearfu l 
that of my flowers, only the nasturtiums w il l  do w ell; and to add 
to the precarious existence of my treasures, mother bought recently  
a dozen young chickens, not hens to lay  eggs, but nondescripts to 
be W iled and eaten, and they are constantly invading my sacred p res, 
serves. We had talked quite a lo t  of having chicKens and ob­
taining our own eggs, but in my w ildest dreams, i t  had not occurred 
to me that we might have a l o t a ,  of bob-tailed id io ts  running around 
the yard, in the hope that a tender b ro iler might be obtained.
I to ld  mother she saw th is  coup f u l l  of m onstrosities, and simply 
could n 't r e s is t  the usual buying fever. However, I have hopes. 
Twelve l i t t l e  chickens, looking up to Heaven, The Dolly Varden 
died and then there were ’le v .* . E lev en  l i t t l e  chicks running from 
the pen, The cat chased one and then there ten. Two of the"boids"
are gone, and i f  in  three days we can lose  two out of twelve, perhaps 
a week w ill  see the end of jeopardy to my garden.

The Senate is  in f u l l  swing again. The f i r s t  business 
discussed has been my resolution  ca llin g  fo t fep a ea ce  treaty.
We have had some l i t t l e  debate on th is  and w ill  have more. The
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W A S H I N G T O N ,  D , C .

Democrats of course, are dtermined to prevent the passage of the 

reso lu tio n , and w ill  ta lk  i t  to death. The matter is ^ s i$ p le , that 

I have been surprised to fin d  so much misundertanding. A few 

weeks ago, the adm inistration of f i c i a l l y  through the State  

Department issued a summary of the trea ty , which was o f f i c i a l l l y  

declared to be the synopsis of the f u l l  and complete document.

Just in cid en ta lly  I learned that It was a "Phony” synopsis.
_ , , , 4M)
But the newspapers published the document, and to a l l  of were 

given copies. I asked by my resolu tion  fo r  the complete 

document, and the adm inistration papers a l l  over the nation are prete- 

tending th is  is  a most unusual request, and that we are not e n title d  

to know what the treaty  com£Ains. I answer in vain, that the 

adm inistration has presumably given us the document, that secrecy  

no longer obtains, that^havjtogiven out the inform ation, we are 

e n title d  to see the re a l thing. However, the p u h lic ity  here

has emphasized the adm inistration method of doing things, and 

the resolu tion  has served i t s  purpose.

We stood up and wefe counte in the Republican conference 

against Penrose, but we determined that we would not turn the Senate 

organization over to the Democrats to beat him. It  was a useles

and hopeless contest, and I fm not sure i t  accomplished anything; 

but eight of us preferred in some manner to re g iste r  our objections  

to him, and did i t .

Monday I w ill  be sometehat b it te r  in denouncing 

the League of R ations; but I firm ly  believe i t  to be the most
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in iquitous thing presented at le a st  during my l i f e  time, and so 

b eliev in g , I s h a l l l  not h esita te  to declare m yself. In the 

East, sentiment has changed g rea tly ; and I think on a referendum 

the thing would be beaten. I gather from my C alifornia  corres- 

pondecnce, and Ray Benjamin confirms me in th is , that eighty  

oer cent of our people are for the present document. How any man 

of lib e r a l views can support i t  passes my comprehension. One 

of the notable things of* the East is  that every lib e r a l paner 

has turned against Wilson and his League. The peace made 

at Paris is  a travesty  on his fourteen points. It  is  a

mo ckery of every id e a lis t ic  utterance. The diplomats of the 

various na tions have played the same old game of grab and 

gouge, andone accessions ox te r r ito ty  of tne prinpipai participants  

stagger o e iie i . Tne Germans, fo r  wnum i t  is  impossible to 

nave much sy mpathy, are p u ttix  in economic bongage fo r  generations; 

and the E ffo rts  of the Peace conferance seems not so much directed  

to disarmament and the lik e , as to dividing up fo r  a l l  time 

Germany*s industries and trade ana earning power. The League o

Nations is  tne product of th is  cupidity and in trig u e , the instrument 

fo r  th e ir  maintenance and preservation. However, you*11 read some o 

of th is  in my speech, and I *11 not twice ixillicw i t  upon you.

Again, I sugBBbu uu you get one New York Hation and read i t  regu larly  

Do*nT read i t  in tne expeooaoiun onat y o u 'l l  agree with what i t  says 

but i t  putj in good English and with good ta ste , the other sid e ,

the side d iffe re n t from that you encounter d a ily , and i t  gives very 
much information that the d a ily  papers dare not publish.
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There is  nooning I can add to what I nave w ritten yon and Arch 

about p o lit ic s  ana t  no organisation iu C a liforn ia . A wee£ has made

me certain  oi tne course X ougg.es tea. Xu would xiavo been tx 

sna error to nave xiung out an orgaM zation here, and i t  might 

have had a very bad e ffe c t  just at th is time. I ' l l  not h esita te  

to t e l l  a n  ot you wnen I thinx the time r ip e , but I know i t  is  

not now the time. From C aliforn ia  everything can be done that is  

e sse n tia l at present. Later in tne year, we may expand; but in  

Washing von uu have a neadquarters, or to attempt to conduct a 

campaign now would be a boomerang. I am going to fe e l  very

Jceenly when we get in swing, tne charges made against me in  

ly lb . Tney are by no means forgotven. I get every l i t t l e  

while a gentle reminder in tne shape of a rotten  le v te r , and some 

have come to C.K. since ohe commenced proselyting . However,

we w ill  try  to meet tn is  wnen i t  assumes big proportions.

I was mignty giad Svephens S x g j - i t s d  tne Keaxamatxon b i l r .

I was a iiu v ie  fe a r fu l ne would n 't ,  and I held my fin gers crossed  

awaiting h is action . T h is , as I understand i t ,  w ill  re lie v e

the situ a tio n  ana u ltim ately  s e t t le  everything.

Schwerin ca lled  upon me and to ld  me of h is e f fo r ts , and 

hope of success. He did n 't  evidently wisn me to do anything

about Untermyer. Mother saw him yesterday, and as I understood her

Schwerin said ne had been wholly su&essful and had the contract he de 

desired. Motner may nave got th is  mixed but i t  ws what she to ld  m£
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W A S H I N G T O N ,  D . C .

W ell, th is  has been quite a job ; but i t  is  in f in it e ly  better  

than w riting in long nand. Tomorrow, Sunday, I sh a ll try  to add 

a couple of pages to my twelve tnousand word sneech. I d liK6 to 

t e l l  a l l  those good C aliiornians who fo rfg e t friendship and every 

old association  in th e ir  love for Esthonia and Livonia and Courland 

and Lithuania and Finland and Ukrainia and Poland and Jugo-Slavia  

and Czecho-Slavia and the Hedjaz to -  oh w ell, a l l  but s ix .

I described to you once th e ir  mental a ttitu d e . They are natural 

p a c i f is t s , quite r e lig io u s . During the war, they had 

th eir  C hrist. Now, at th eir  f i r s t  opportuniy to express th e ir^ /ith ir - 

out going to ja i l  or being mobbed,they have the exalation of the 

martyr, who did n 't  quite have guts enough to be martyred.

Goodbye, lad . Love to the Kiddies.

At  t  A f i T i o n a i i e l V .


