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WASHINGTON, D. C.

July 1, 1918.
HUMBEK THIRTY

Major Archibald M. Johnson,
General Staff College,

Army Boat Office 714,
American Expeditionary Force,
France.

My dear Arch:

Saturday, June 29th, 1in the afternoon, |1 received
your cable from Paris saying that your orders had been
changed and you had been ordered to the front. Your
Mother and 1 have been impatiently awaiting word from
you and have indulged in many computations. Since we
saw Major Williams on Friday we had reached the conclus-
ion that you had about finished your tour of the front,
and that you would soon be coming back. We were count-
ing the days and joyously awaiting word, when your cab-
legram that your orders were changed arrived. Your dis-
patch arrived just as we received word of the very ser-
ious condition of Amy in California, and Saturday night
found two very sad old people.

There is nothing to do, of course, but just what you
are doing - cheerfully buck up and perform our allotted

tasks. I used to smile ironically when I was told that the

task of the loved ones left behind was as difficult, and
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that their burdens were as great as those of the absent loved
one* Of course, the difficulties are not the same* The home
people face no dangers; but mentally 1 think those who watch
and wait, and hope and plead have as hard a time as the active
ones far away* | know, my boy, Pd bhange with you in an in-
stant were it possible, and I think there is something wrong
in the scheme of ereation,which does not permit this inter-
change* We"ve had no letter from you since the one dated May
29th. We don"t know where you are, to what you are attached,
or anything concerning your activities. The very uncertainty
of the whole thing weighs upon us the more* | presume, with-
ing a week now, however, we"ll have some letters from you,
and, until they come, remembering that you are facing the
danger, we must, with patience and philosophy, contain our-
selves*

Saturday afternoon we received word from Mrs* Bowles and
from Jack that Amy had grown very much worse. What this im-
plies, you"ll understand* | wired at once to both of them,
and, this morning, 1 am in receipt of their replies saying
that there was a slight improvement* How pitiful the sick-
ness of this poor girl seems, and how little are out troubles
here i1n Washington in comparison! We are, of course, hoping
for the best, and I will not believe that Amy, with her strong

will, and her former great strength, will not pull through*
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Immediately upon receipt of your cable 1 wired Marion,
as you requested* 1 judge from the telegram she sent me that
she has been without word from you for a long time, too.

The mail facilities, although the army has taken them over,
seem to be quite as bad as they were jtnder the Post Office
admini stration.

We expect to take a recess within a few days here for a
period of four or five weeks. Your Mother and 1 planned to
remain here iIn the hope we might see you and be with you a
little longer* That hope is dashed now and we don’t know what
we’ll do* Neither of us wishes to go to California* Under
the beneficent management of Mr* MoAdoo i1t costs nearly twice
as much now to make the trip to California as it did before.
Moreover, if we went there, 1 would arrive jJust in the midst
of a political campaign, which 1 can measurably avoid by re-
maining here* Beyond this, the time of our stay would be so
brief that the trip would hardly be worth while. The only
impelling reason for us to go would be to see Amy and Jack*

It will take me twenty four or forty-eight hours to make up
my mind, and then 1*11 write you again*

Raymond Robins has just arrived here from Russia* He
was thereAa lieutenant for the Red Cross, and for eleven months

*has done magnificent work. He was the one man intimate with the
soviet government, and he knows the Russian situation as no

foreigner in all the world knows it. His views are very firm
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and he 1is bitterly opposed to intervention by the allies.
I can"t tell you the whole story and it is impossible at
this time, in any fashion, to commit it to writing. The
tale he relates of the desire for intervention is amazing
and startling and reflects no credit upon our co-belliger-
ents. IT 1 deem it appropriate in the near future 1 will
write you the story.

I am going to make this letter in duplicate and send
one copy to Army Post Office 714, General Staff College,
and one copy care of Tobin with a brief note asking him to
forward it to you. Perhaps, in this fashion, you may get
one or the other. I presume when we hear from you, you-ll
give us full directions how to write.

Aside from her worries, Mother is well and we are en-
joying our country home, and each day convinces us of Moth-
er"s wisdom in its selection* Of course, our talk is whol-
ly of you and of what you are doing on the other side. We
know, Whatever it may be, conscientiously and fully you are
performing that duty. Our hearts are ever with you, and
there is no time iIn the day or the night that we are not
pulling for you. It is wholly superfluous to send you our
love - that is ever surrounding you. Would that we could
make of it an impenetrable armor for your protection!

Affectionately your father,

/



Hiram W. Johnson Papers

-TUCn iteb /chtlﬁ Gene r i c, Bancroft Library

WASHINGTON, D.C.

/ ,
4 7 A

. N ane Mo jfefr— n
"/1, !
JIMy—I. _
fou&t J s/ %7 &ZdEJES-
/UddkfoT*——-
J &tn_2_ *{/ £FfTz ,rfjie 2t E
2yi*~"s ~Zald & [/ ~ " Cr
rfi- £t ny f- &412. ~As*s”pd & T~
rffi/ld dfis L4/ Tyi*S&N<

<OfrG-

Lo PORIRUISy--A84?__~tf

JLAfFezs~"&&E  tYThYwdL. d&£2£&a YNy /NyyysYN/ /}/f'\
s__dr\s /ﬂ///»zf/lj He JoF
. yfetkedc&zel - |
Wvzay -foi// \ACA-AAAZij--AAAR2X2—, A nszh
N /i14tjtuzzdfcé&<L & 41~"Canc

JUHj[zjL4—y/htytI™N/yl— YAME
~i JitCCy)- i,
/M 11dte g
JH sz B s/fAMNIYTL - tYAY "%/ /RO NNT

~JjYMz&sJL [ ne



_Jy JA&L "Mj. ftfretFren

/ | Y
Vi/uz** Zvcd n ZEall
n <ZilCjJA1 /L&IL

/1tdu  ~cMi1Cia- .

Z&ti *~/tu &2&48&C <kE. Z 77z
//KKt~CAzZL JEKJUE. A B
/h+ KN ZY"  %a~~t/MAL
fatlZ fr/Cf Z&E _&1A. __ann
n Zfe. ~N/AAzI ,uzZ-
f1/hsu4&J Syiu__ AL AL SJAL 44/7(

% %LLQ R 0 e W /
/1 //' jZ; /M¢ L //ﬁ/@ {///x/z/\ /5;,. l%/,/ >
//%.M Fartonld Ine abrng W

. . | 8] ku2yl§\cA-W,-—\
oY My e PG aensle,
Zi. £8& &£ . "1 -K - N aze sfcFies
QE&E

> 0~=A"/rz<- & hJl ZI2iE- -~tjicLJELLAZC]

/ T & s,
M/WM jEEc  istE P , T ktjk&t:— /-
- (//’ )

p ‘"Z‘{H‘ '.A



NICmtcb

Hiram W. Johnson Papers
Bancroft Library

Percale,

WASHINGTON, D.C.

duz.

Fldix+

7"1- AMNC- ...STS"fs

/NCE-rxs”

/
ZporzAX

= jV/Z{,

c?%%%_

%@W«t— ___i”akaaa /
V7 A4ck Mrt>u: | <2u

S A

B dd-__
/Tfafeu  £2lel
J<ALtkL !
2 3/"L4t&u2j  Jrr-fA/

20kL dU* err__ d™*]

N/HKKk sEnjL*ty/-

A GEAL d/n
7

1
| &
/fo(c_ykkun~r/~cyt_

e @ t&UtLj
/el

4
/s Z
A gt b,
,; A

V|

/7 1t/ 7 /&

4 J

/7 / / ?
L) e A

4

-M 11 -

o orms/%frorr- .

3 .
7/ e 255,
2t

»

72//pt?t”

/117

£h4z-

y”* Viy

- -

24 17/
i 7

2/~ &Z&,
2/ /"y
Vv g jE?.s7r
2 ="NA££- dfadk.
dd*
£&
A
L 2
—*4



yCivia H*_. ~jUtstLpSh A d
_ Iyu
y "Aa. B &C4i1A*2Uz<
/_ My JMZ.lIn ™M t >7~M  jCtenss& N

%7 -~y idi&TihIJF /Lad. ~htddL: A£2KJIR2* Mk Ac24

L027 tfd  -2n  ; _
JAAN2KAK .1 ~~nu JEXjrAABEL -
MjLdLjts.  /d&td-~1*~h*i4 —
~JLyttet&l »/ 4i*MUSI  E£tiZE ~kF/ALp/t&4zui
JvjiCut J &AF <|BA\ —
AZA 2~ y~ng3dfc<av ANHCA “Z-18Z86T-TVC!

SEz4lMzx. N~ N/ no.

T+

/tin 2 W: e Al 2 /4

lipdy d"C&U'd 7 - /An>1
AN 1t Ahi& trfuyu " /an

__Irfuisl ] NUIBEINCzr A

frny  offcenc. //ﬁw rect, S vset]

Unen' Hew Aal f &IWIL CZernyg

72 SAUtL /fel<f//sI+) "H. tE£x ~

HyA~ilv)  "& THill. tt “Cvcltl__ ~ "/Lch

/btpLUnl jJfa 4s*i__ y"

J&LL— A&&. & *hp__biSL&c4<7__~UiticJl

4L Y AT



Hiram W. Johnson Papers
Bancroft Library

ACmtch _Seirctie, J

WASHINGTON, D.C.

WdrcC WM/ _t&CdE3Z

ITL «/ d*nU__ 7
Had fapia,

&7AA  J&CAbuEZd*z —

_*&E
JAKt__ Msst*. Jr?2t._ N ,'/j ,:; /
NUuE . — /tuc/s

faudiu- d~- tO dtuu R

4h/

/
r 4

it sn /dfy/z"s
| ///

P N2X1.  -N2t-

U £d£ 42y 1>A4A Zm £ se&L*/*

AR /87, NV,
/4ﬁéfﬂ4/2 Vs S7Z

- 4
/ ¢ /
a9y

V Vo P v



Hiram W."Johnson Papers
Bancroft Library

JAMES A. REED. MO.

GEO. E. CHAMBERLAIN. ORE., CHAIRMAN.
OILBRRT M. HITCHCOCK, NKBR. FRANCIS E. WARREN. Wy #
OUNGAN U. FLETCHER, FLA.  JOMN W. WEEKS. MASS,
HENRY L. MYERS. MONT. JAME8 W. WAD8BWORTH, JR.. N. Y.
OHARLES8 S. THOMAS. COLO. HOWARD SUTHERLAND. W. VA. - -
MORRI8 SHEPPARD, TEX. HARRY 8. NEW* IND.
4.C. W, BECKHAM. KY. JOBEPH S. FRELINQHUYSEN. N. & /J'CnltCI) NeSlale& Senate
WILLIAM F. KIRBY. ARK. HIRAM W. JOHNSON. OAL.
KENNETH D. MCKELLAR. TENN. Committee on Military Affairs

OARALYN B. SHELTON, CLERK.

SHELDON 8. JONES, ASSISTANT OLERK. WASHINGTON . D. C.

July 8, 1918.

Mrs* Amy Johnson,
care P. E. Bowles, Esqg*, p
The Pines, )
Oakland, California*
My dear Daughter:

I sent you a little note last Saturday from the Senate
chamber, so that you®"d know the reason for my failure to
write as usual. The fact is, we met at eleven o’clock Sat-
urday morning and remained iIn session until six thirty, ad-
journed until eight, and then remained in session until eleven.
Saturday morning, as you know, 1is our regular conference day
at the War Department, our meeting hour being nine thirty;
so, if you*1ll consider going from Riverdale, Maryland, to be
at the war conference at nine thirty, staying there until
eleven, and thereafter in the senate, you will forgive me for
my dereliction* Saturday was really an exciting day in the
senate, nearly everybody, of course, wanted to adjourn, but
there are some of us, who feel such a keen and solemn respon-
sibility at this time, and who have so little confidence in
our masters,that we believe we should suffer any inconvenience
and almost any humiliation that we might measurably perform
our duty and respond to our obligations and responsibilities*
Of course, there is little that we, as a congress, can do, but

such tremendous events are portending, and such possibilities
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are imminent, 1 have thought we should stay on the Job* There
were other currents as well influencing the question of adjourn-
ment. The bi-partisan combination, the leaders of which are
Penrose, on the Republican side, and Martin and Simmons on the
Democratic side, were willing to disregard any duty and forget
any responsibility in order to delay the votes upon prohibition
and suffrage. They agreed, therefore, to recess until August
twelfth. An overwhelming number of the members were sympathetic
with this purpose. At noon time, 1 endeavored to sound the
key-note of the position of those who felt the heavy responsi-
bility of these times, and | demanded that we should stay upon
the job. There was an immediate response from the younger memb-
ers of the body. Singularly enough, when, emphatically, | said
the highest duty we could perform was to stay on the job, the
galleries broke into applause. I am enclosing you, as a passing
interesting incident, the brief account in The New York Times of
what occurred. Parenthetically, 1 may remark to you that 1 re-
ceive little publicity now except from a few papers, like The
Philadelphia North American. The Associated Press, which con-
trols, of course, the principal dissemination of news, always
had me on its black books, and after my argument in behalf of the
International News Service against the Associated Press in the
Supreme Court it doubly blacklisted me. The Associated Press
representatives here have intimated that they would carry my name

as little as possible. The International News Service, on the
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other hand, while anxious to give the fullest publicity to anything
I should say, are practically engaged in a life and death struggle*
The attach upon the Eearst publications and upon everything that

he ©Owa”anaes™in the matter of news service is now systematic all
over the east, and there is a very set purpose among most news-
papers and many patriotic associations to destroy him and his
press. He has adopted as his defense a sycophantic subserviency
to the administration, and devotes himself now exclusively to the
most sickening, slobbering, fulsome flattery of everybody connect-
ed with the President. The result is that his news service, while
anxious to aid, hesitates to carry the sort of stuff 1 speak,
which may be interpreted as wholly independent of the wishes of the
national administration. I shall find myself more and more in the
future lacking publicity. I am going to try to take care of this,
however, by personal letters to our newspaper friends in California,
and if I can "Keep the Home Fires Burning”™ 1 need not trouble my-
self about what transpires elsewhere. Returning to the contest on
adjournment, after 1 had made the slogan that we should " stay on
the job"™ the fight got mighty warm in the senate. In the evening
they passed the resolution, when they gagged us from debating it,
by a vote 27 to 26, and the bi-partisan combination was successful
by a single vote. The row had had its result, and aided by the
Presidents suggestion earlier in the day, the House of Represent-
atives refused to concur in the resolution of the senate, and ad-

ministered really a stinging rebuke to the senate, at which the
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"twenty six” laughed uproariously, and the '"twenty seven', 1in
picturesque and profane language, voiced their disapproval.
Temporarily, the question of a recess is at an end. |1 think,
however, i1t will arise soon again. I was very anxious to come
to California on just one account - to see you and Jack and the
kiddies and your people. | should have felt very wretched, how-
ever, 1T 1 had reached California, and then, some great crisis
had arisen, not that 1 could do anything particularly in that
crisis, hut because something might be required of us. 1 be-
lieve, as 1 said on Saturday, we are very near to this crisis.
I wrote you some time since of the possibilities if the Germans
crossed the Marne and advanced but a few miles. We are hoping
and praying that they can never get across the Marne, but, with
our knowledge of what they have done in the past, and how swiftly
they go forward when once they start, we have anything but a feel-
ing of absolute security. The stuff which is constantly being
published by our press about the destruction of the German morale,
and the absolute certainty that they can not pass, you*d realize
is only stuff to delude an ignorant public, if you talked with
those who are in intimate touch with the situation.

In this connection, | heard a most illuminating communication
on Friday. Senator Warren, as you know, 1is the father-in-law of
General Pershing. He is also a sort of fatherrin-law of our stand-

pat brethren, and the guardian of special privilege In the senate.
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He is one of the ranking members of the military committee, and
sinoe Pershing®s appointment, has been one tff the most servile
adherents of the administration. For some reason Dr other,of
late he has shown a very kindly disposition toward me, and on
Friday last he read to me what he said was the first newsy com-
munication he had had from his son-in-law, General Pershing, for
many months. Pershing spoke first of the achievement in getting
into France the vast number of men we now have there, but in-
sisted that that number must be greatly increased, and expressed
regret that the situation in the draft here would probably make

an Immediate increase impossible, and then he added, the very
significant sentence, that, notwithstanding we had all these men
in France, the big thing with them after all was to have them
prepared, that men so recently summoned and so recently made sold-
iers could not be expected to go up against the prepared veteran
troops of Germany. Pershing seemed to indicate that he would not
be in a hurry to put these unprepared men into line, and 1 was very
glad to know this. He referred bitterly to our aircraft product-
ion, and denounced Howard Coffin, who had been the head of our
aircraft board, saying that he believed him to be simply an ad-
vertiser for himself and his wares, and that the whole aircraft
program had broken down shamefully, and left them iIn an outrageous
condition. He spoke of our ordnance production, and while lews
bitter, was quite as emphatic in denunciation of its failure. He

said our boys had done well, had won the praises of all the allied
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generals, and that they were as fine fighting stuff as there was
in all the world, hut again said, it was unfair to them to put
them i1n battle without full preparation. IT Pershingls letter
could be published upon the ordnance and aircraft situation, be-
cause of his present commanding position, and the confidence our
people have in him, it would create a tremendous sensation. What
a pity that this can not be knownl Warren read me the letter in
confidence, and, of course, my tongue is tied.

During the week, at the invitation of Colonel Thompson, with
eight or ten other senators, 1 dined with Raymond Robins, Before
the dinner, Robins and his wife had been with us, and he had told
me his views of Russia. It 1s rather difficult in anything like
a brief space to set forth these views, but 1 want to give you,
for preservation hereafter, something of what he saw and of what he
believes. I want to do this, not alone because they represent
his sentiments, but because they represent as well the sentiments
of other men, whose environment has been quite the reverse of his,
and whose economic and political world has been the antithesis of
his, Thompson was the commander of the Red Cross in Russia.

He i1s a multi-millionaire, having made his money in copper mines,
or something of that sort, and he looks upon life and human ac-
tivities froip the standpoint of the multi-millionaire. Robins

was the colonel of the Red Cross, immediately under Thompson, but
an executive officer. Hext In command was Major Thaoher, a member

A

of a thoroughly ""respectable™ high grade law firm in Hew York City,
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whose practice came mostly from Wall Street, and whose life had
run in the lines of the usual Wall Street attorney* All of these
men returned from Russia in absolute unanimityAsf accord, so that,
you have the multi-millionaire, with the multi-millionaire®s
expansive vision of his class, and the multi-millionaire®s econ-
omic theories; you have the cultured and able Wall Street attor-
ney, with his narrow adherence to the divine right of big busi-
ness and successful business men; and you have the radical, who
has lived his life among the lowly of the people, and who is
fanatical in his allegiance to just common folks, - all in abso-
lute agreement of the Russian situation, and of the policy which
should be pursued by our people* The world"s greatest progress
has been made in the last sixty years* In every civilized nation
these sixty years have marked the greatest political development,
the most marked economic advahce, and tremendous strides in the
rights of humanity. |In Russia during this period there has been
no advance at all* Political aspirations there were revolution,
and were answered by the scaffold* Economic endeavors were rev-
olution, and their propagation meant death. Agitation for edu-
cation was revolution, for which the agitators were slain. Cries
of human distress and attempts to lighten the burden of human
beings were revolution, and those striving for better human con-
ditions were revolutionists, who were immediately put out of the

way# There was no free expression and no public communication »
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all was repression and suppression# Men came, therefore, to re-
citing hard and fast formulae,set rules of human conduct and
government, which were never tried out Yy the realities of life#
The most extremeAasniAhantalAsA theories were translated into
catch expressions whispered from man to man, and which finally
came to have, because hard experience and lifefs realities could
not measure them, extraordinary sanctity# The Czar represented
everything - the state, the church, and daily life# |If there was
religious worship, it was of the Czar; the expression of any en-
thusiasm was for the Czar; if hunger gnawed, there was but one to
appeal to, but one to curse - the Czar. Seven per cent of the
people of Russia had all of the rightsggi'the4befses,and, sub-
stantially all of the property of Russia. Ninety three per cent
were workmen and peasants - men working for a pittance in factor-
ies and men tilling the soil for a mere hut in which they and
their families might subsist. And then, came the war, with all
its cross currents. There could be no officers but of the priv-
ileged classes, and, no matter what the abilities or the courage
of the ninety three per cent might be, they were still dogswho
must cringe to the will of their masters, and those who must be
fed to the cannon. From mouth to mouth the hard and fast formu-
lae, developed through sixty years,were passing, and, in the great
masses brought together they whispered again and again these form-

ulae of government. And then came a period when all were sus-

piciot|]$ and uneasy, and possessed justly with the fear that their
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masters were betraying them. Suddenly, the whole structure
crumbled and the first revolution came, and Kerensky was the man
of the hour. In each city, in each town, and in each district,
there developed publicly what long had existed secretly - an
organization composed wholly of the proletariat,which has the name
of soviet. You may liken it to our old town meeting system. The
people gathered and selected delegates, and these delegates, for
a stated period, are the governing power of the soviet. These
soviet organizations quifekly springing into existence and power
in every part of Russia had their central body as well represent-
ing all of Russia, and one of the fixed formulae was seized by
this organization and spread like wild fire all over the nation -
""Bread! Peace! Lands! 1 In the various soviets there were
different parties, exactly as if the Republican, Democratic, Pro-
gressive and Prohibition Parties all were a part of a common or-
ganization. One of the parties - and the minority party at that -
in the soviet was the Bolsheviki. The leaders of this minority
party were Lenine and frotzky, both revolutionists of long stand-
ing, one of whom had been an exile, and the other ( Lenine) an
inmate of a Siberianprison. Each was an Internationalist, and
each possessed with the obsession that international revolution
of the proletariat was near at hand. They believed that their
views, at first those of the minority party of the soviet, could
ultimately be made the views of the people of all the world, and,

if we credit them with honesty iIn this view, much that they have
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done, which we here believe to have been outrageous and traitorous,
may be explicablee Trotzky is an emotional orator, without the
dogged steadfastness of lenine* Heither believes iIn any of the
allies, and both assume the views of the allies in this war to be
not a whit less imperialistic than the Germans* lenine, unquest-
ionably, iIn the beginning, took German money, but publicly avowed
the fact, and said he would take any money to further the revo-
lution* Gradually, the minority party of the soviet, with the
shibboleth, ™"Bread! Peace! Lands! ffwas able to overcome Kerens-
ky, and Kerensky, probably a weak character, at best, fled/to the
sovietKSovernment, a»d be™gaw, with the controlling partjr™of the
soviet, the Bolsheviki* When they assumed control, the army was
disorganized, and there was no possibility of iIts immediate re-
organization* They made a shameful peace,which they conceded was
shameful, but they were ready to make any peace iIn order to give
the peasant and the workman at last an opportunity* They could
not continue the war, they asserted, - and they can not again or-
ganize their army* During the period of their power, the allies
had treated them with disdain* The§xggid constantly and contin-
ually they would have nothing to do with them, and they, delib-
erately, with the pig-headedness common to those who hate the
revolutionists against property, declined to seize the opportu-
nities which have been presented, and which might have again made

Russia a possibility in the conflict* How long lenine and Trotzky

will last, i1t is impossible to say* They have divided the lands
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of Russia, and the peasant, for the first time in his life, finds
himself his own master, and the workman.has, at least, freedom#

The allies say they are starving, and the newspaper accounts state
so, but these gentlemen,who have just come from Russia, while con-
ceding that there i1s want, and privation, and even hunger, say

that the peasant and the workman smile, and say, 'Why, We’ve always
been hungry, and we’ve always starved, and if we’e starved and
hungered all our lives, under our masters*s whips, can’t we starve
and hunger now that we have our freedom! ' Advances have repeated-
ly been made by Lenine and Trotzky for the economic cooperation of
the allies - a cooperation which would enable us to take the vast
supplies in Russia, and prevent them from falling into the hands of
the Germans* They have been met with a stubborn obstinacy, which
the man of property always exhibits, even to his own destruction,
when one under him demands a little of God’s blessings. Robins
returns here with the autographed letter of Lenine providing for
economic cooperation with this country, by which the minerals and
the platinum,so dearly coveted by Germany, may be taken by the al-
lies, and by which the industrial development of the new Russia
shall be under the control of our nation. The views of these gen-
tlemen just returned is that this economic cooperation can
be accomplished, a gradual military rehabilitation may be the re-
sult, but, in any event, if we can keep Germany from getting the
products and the supplies of Russia, we will have accomplished a

very great result. IT there i1s military intervention, what the
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Russians call "the yellow dog of the Orient™ will arouse such in-
tense passion among the Russian people that the future will be ab-
solutely hopeless* IT the allies with Japan attempt to go into
Siberia in real, military invasion, Germany will go forward in
European Russia and take all the rest of it, and the people will
turn to Germany rather than to what they call ” the yellow dog" e
And strangely enough these gentlemen think what I wrote to you
many months ago - when Japan shall have a free hand in Siberia,

and Germany a free hand in European Russia, the two great imper-
ialistie governments willcggriogether* But one of the most start-
ling revelations made to me was this: The French Commission 1in
Russia, and the French Commission, which has been here iIn Washing-
ton, expressed exactly the same view. They demanded intervention
in Siberia and the use of the Japanese with the full knowledge that
Germany will advance in European Russia, and that this advance and
the occupation of European Russia by Germany will bring peace*
France wishes above all things peace* |If these two advances otfcur,
they have said in anger, in combating such arguments as have been
here presented, Japan will be given a free hand in Siberia, and
Germany a free hand in European Russia; the debt of Russia to
France, what these Frenchmen assert to be the savings of a century,
will be secured by Germany - wrung from Russian peasants; Germany
will yield Alsace and Lorraine to France; England will be given
Mesopotamia and the African colonies, and peace will come* 1 have

tried to condense into a sentence what in anger the twovFrench
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Commissions have stated, and I write it here, although told to me
in strictest confidence, that it may be historically preserved#

X can"t tell you the effect upon me of these disclosures* My
reaction was, as | expressed it, "For what are our boys to die?",
and the answer was swiftly given me, "If any such a program was
to be carried out, they are to die to throttle the only democracy
that Russia has ever had, and to place a century®s burden upon the
backs of the over-laden peasant and workman there. " | think
there will be no armed hostile intervention and that there"s no
danger in Siberia at present* | do not know, however, and, 1In-
deed, even the views that have been expressed in this letter may
have”~Wn modified from day to day. Robins left Russia more than
a month ago, and what, internally, 1is transpiring there, none of
us knows. A day"s happenings may make necessary the change of
any specific policy* The fact is that when he left, and for
eight months before, the only government that existed in Russia
was by the soviet, and at the head of that government were Lenine
and Trotzky. So many incidents were related that were thrilling
that 1 wish I had time to repeat them to you. Robins has proba-
bly dealt more intimately with this soviet government than any
person on earth. He has a wholly accurate estimate of both
lenine and Trotzk#. | am not seeking here to paint them at all,

but to give you, if I can, just the faintest picture of the great

mass of the people of that unknown land. If 1 can get Robins to
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write his story, Ifll send it to you* The Secretary of State has
told him he must not talk, and, although he has been here now two
weeks,he has been unable to see the President# The President™s
engagements in golf in the morning, in motoring in the afternoon,
and at the theatre at night, make it impossible for him to see
those who know this world®"s drama and who can be of servioe to him
in it*

I"ve been more than delighted to learn of your recent im-
provement* It must continue now. You and 1 again will "will™ it
so, and 1t s bound to happen. I"ve been thinking very much of
you of late, and of Bob, and of Arch. Arch is ordered back to
active duty. 1 don"t know where he is, or what he is doing. He
cabled me Saturday that he had received no letter from us for a
month. I tried to get into communication with him through Tobin
then by cable, but I donft know whether 1 have succeeded. The last
letter we had from him was dated May 29th. The condition of the
mails is so atrocious, that on Friday last, we passed a resolution
in the senate calling for a response from the Secretary of War, and
the Postmaster General. I hope that we can pursue the investigation,
and get some result for the boys over there, as well as for those

of us hfcre.

With fond regards to your mother and father, and with all our
love,

Affectionately,
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July 9, 1918,

BUMBER THIRTY ONE

Major Archibald M. Johnson,
Army Post Office 731,
American Expeditionary Force,
France,

My dear Arch:

I received yesterday your cable, which was dated July 8th,
saying you were har"d at work, and well, and love. I assume the
cable was sent some time previous to July 8th. 1t’s mighty
good of you to send these cables to us, because, as | have re-
peatedly written you, we have received no letter from you since
that dated May 29th, and, as | have tried to tell you, we be-
come more and more impatient afld worried as the days pass, be-
cause of our ignorance of your later position, or of your ac-
tivities. Saturday morning last, through the Colonel, | en-
deavored to ascertain at the War Department something of your

whereabouts, but he said it was quite impossible here unless

we could reach some conclusion from the location of Army Post

office 731. He promised to find out for me just where that
post office is, but he has not yet reported. I don"t want you
to pay for the cables that you send us. If you can"t send them

collect, 1 wish to forward you a sufficient sum to cover them.

I am wondering, too, whether you really send them from Paris,
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but, 1 prosumo, sometime or other#our great government will permit
a letter to get through, and then, we"ll learn.

I wrote you quite at length Sunday at home, and so, 1"m not
attempting to give you much news now. We"re still fussing in the
congress about a recess, with the chances that we"l1l1 take none.

I expect we will remain here In session until September, and possi-
bly until the beginning of the short session in December. This
doesh™"t worry me, because 1 think It"s our duty to remain on the
job, and be where we can render service If occasion shall arise.

We had a brief letter from Mrs. Bowles yesterday saying there
was a slight improvement in Amy"s condition. Her fever still con-
tinues, however, and, although it has lessened somewhat, her temp-
erature is not normal. We are hoping and praying that this fever
may depart, and if it should, 1°d feel very much encouraged.

I had a very sweet letter from the Flapper the other day in
response to my telegram to her advising her of the change in your
address, as you wished me to advise her.

With all our love
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WASHINGTON, D. C.
July 12, 1918*
NUMBER THIRTY TWO

Major Archibald M, Johnson,
Army Post Office 731,
American Expeditionary Eorce,
Prance.
My dear Arch:

There is little new to write to you of what is trans-
piring here. After the recess proposition fluked out a
week ago, we’ve been devoting ourselves this week to the
war time prohibition, and the taking over 6Ff the telephone
and telegraph lines by the Government. The latter subject
will probably be determined today or tomorrow, and, because
it is asked by the President, it will be granted. I do not
at all object to giving the President whole power over the
telephone and telegraph lines, because of fixed views of mine
of many, many years concerning government ownership of public
utilities; but, like my colleagues, the mode in which we are
asked to turn over these great utilities | somewhat resent.
The fact of the matter is, the bill is presented with the per-
emptory and contemptuous " Pass it”. The administration de-
clines to give any reasons why the bill should- be passed, save
only that it is a matter of military necessity, and then, when

interrogated as to what military necessity exists, it is uhable

absolutely to state. Ro Government on the face of the earth
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has the power today that we have in ours, and no one man has
ever had such arbitrary and despotic sway as our President.

We, who love our democracy, and whose ideals are those of the
Republic, justify ourselves upon the ground that it Is necessa-
ry for the successful prosecution of the war. And, indeed, the
successfTul prosecution of this war will, In my opinion, excuse
any conduct on our part short of the destruction of the Repub-
lic. Some of us worry about the possibilities of this de-
struction, but probably we must take our chances and speculate
with our democracy, because of the great emergency.

I am getting old enough now so that a couple of days a
month 1 am really quite miserable, and today happens to be one
of those days. Confidentially, 1 confess to you, my condition
is superinduced by an enormous dinner | gave the night before
last to the six senators whose generous hospitality | have ac-
cepted so many times. Your mother was determined that we should
repay the obligation existing because of their Kindness. Our
dinner was indeed a banquet, the viands excellent and of ex-
traordinary quantity and variety, and the service the best that
could be offered from the City here. This is one advantage
Washington possesses. You can go to any one of the various cat-
erers and have any sort of dinner prepared you desire, and then,

have the experienced employes serve that dinner at your own home*
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It is a great saving of time, and worry, and trouble, though
I confide to you, it is not economical.

We received from Secretary Baker an answer to the Reso-
lution of the senate concerning the atrocious mail facilities,
a delightful and indefinite reply which afforded us no informa-
tion. It is the intention of Senator Sutherland and myself to
press the matter, and by our at least pressing it, we think we
can obtain better mail servioe for the boys across the water.

Reports from imy indicate she has a little more than held
her own the past week. I1flIl have little or no faith in this
sort of thing until her fever departs. Just think of it, they
are feeding her nineteen raw eggs a day now, and as much milk
as It is possible for her to takel Everything is being done
that can possibly be done, and 1 am hoping that we will have
real improvement iIn a few days.

I watch each mail in the hope that we’ll have some word
from you, I had a letter from Tobin the other day about his

own matter, in which he mentions you, and | was delighted to

find even this little reference. I had thought that in the ship
bringing his letter there might come one from you, too. I am
wondering if you are receiving my letters now. If you do not

at your new post office, there is something beyond the mere mail

facilities.
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I 1s among the possibilities that wOfll recess next;
week, although we can not definitely determine this. If
we do, your mother and 1 are still undecided whether to go
to California or remain here. IT the recess i1s a short one,

welll remain where we are. IT for a long period, we prob-

ably will go to San Francisco,

All our love to you.

Affectionately your father,

/
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WASHINGTON, D.C

July 15, 1918*

Mrs* Amy Johnson,
Care P. E. Bowles, Esqg#,
The Pines,
Union and Macadam Streets,
Oakland, California.
My dear Daughter:

As | predicted to you in a note | wrote you on Sat-
urday from the senate chamber, we took substantially a
recess on Saturday night, although it is taken, under the
Constitution, three days at a time. We have a gentlemen’s
agreement that each third day after the transaction of the
morning’s business, that is after receiving petitions and
memorials, introducing bills, and making speeches, no leg-
islative business shall be transacted until the twenty-
fourth of August. Everything here, however, is in a state
of the greatest uncertainty.. On the floor of the senate
this morning, notwithstanding the agreement on Saturday night,
there were more senators than usual. These will dwindle as
the days pass, but there probably will remain a quorum of
senators in Washington until the date fixed for re-convening.
Our military committee expects to continue its meetings, and,
indeed, during this period,”begin the preparation of a uni-

versal service bill and a new draft law. The sub-committee,

of which 1 am a member, met this morning at ten thirty, and
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meets again this afternoon at two thirty and will continue hear-
ings during the recess. The other sub-committees on aircraft.and.
ordnance will do likewise. The men who do the work iIn congress
are staying here. The social senators, like Phelan, will undoubt-
edly go out of Washington and remain until: the latter part of Au-
gust, but, inasmuch as they are absent the most of the time when
congress is in session, it is of little consequence where they are,
either iIn or out of recess. I have about reached the conclusion
that it is almost impossible to go to California. It"11 take me
a week, at least, to clean up here,and perhapB 1 can not accomplish
it during that period with my regular committee meetings. When I
have made* a hole in the banked up stuff that there is upon my table,
I may have a different view of a quick run to the Coast, but 1 doubt
it. I should want to come for the one reason - to see you, and Jack
and the kiddies. On the other hand, our home is incomplete. We
are constantly working with it. We have not our household servants
as yet, and it will be a pretty difficult thing, eliminating every
other question, to leave that hotoe now. I am wiring Jack today
something of the conclusion that 1 have reached.

I had accepted so much hospitality from the different sena-

tors who constitute ourTBconomic Club™ that 1 resolved before the

recess to gather them together at least once in our new quarters.
Accordingly, last Wednesday night the members to whose homes 1 have

been on several occasions - Harding, Hale, Knox, Prelinghuysen,
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New and Curtis, 1 invited to dinner# Mother, as usual, was going
to he very certain that no one of the party had ever given a better
dinner, and because of the incompleteness of our household, made
arrangements in Washington with the best caterer# The results were
those usually attained in such matters by Mother, a sumptuous aid
elaborate dinner that excelled in its service, and in every partic-
ular, any of those that had preceded Iit. I had to sit very tight
during the congratulations that were showered upon me concerning
our cook, and the compliments paid to the servl&Cs of our household.
In the proceedings which followed the dinner 1 endeavored to make
each of the guests contribute to the entertainment, and but for the
elaborateness of the affair, 1 would have succeeded. As it was,

I half succeeded. The following night, in an unguarded moment,

I goffged myself on cherry pie and since that time 1fve been mighty
miserable. I had really a couple of days of ptomaine poisoning,

and one night when 1 felt wholly indifferent to my fate. I am feel-
ing better today, and the net results of my brief indisposition are
a diet of milk and a head full of resolutions to be careful#

As | am writing this at noon, the news has come to us that
the new great German drive is on. I will not conceal from you the
anxiety 1 feel. The result of the Maroh drive, and then the later
one in early June have shaken my confidence in the ability of our

people to hold the line. I have explained to you in a preceding
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letter the possibilities which might attend the crossing of the
Marne by the Germans and an advance of a few miles. The Germans
are striking today at Chateau-Thierry. By a singular coincidence,
as they are striking, | have received a letter from Dick Tobin
saying that Arch was at Chateau-Thierry with the Marines in their
last fighting, and that he is probably there now in the line#.

My anxiety, therefore, is not only for the general result, but
because at the most important point,where the fiercest fighting
exists, stands our boy today. I ’ve had no word from Arch except
his cablegram, and 1 have had no idea of his whereabouts until
this letter which Tobin kindly has written me. The Ffirst reports
gave us little or no information, but what I know as I write is
that the Germans are striking with their whole force, with the in-
tent of breaking through Chateau-Thierry to reach Paris. The Ger-
mans, apparently, have been permitted, Ileisurely,and fully, to make
theilr preparations. They’44_come forward, doubtless, with their
great mass of men, as in their former drives, and 1 fear they will
break through just as they have done in the past, and if they do,

may God help our boys, half trained, half prepared, and half armedll

I am so filled with this impending battle and its awful pos-
sibilities that i1t is very difficult for me to write you in a light-
er vein, as | would prefer. I had hoped today to depart from my

usual custom, and to tell you of the small things that have been
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interesting us here, and some of the gossip that is going about,
but somehow, 1 have the feeling that very little else matters now,
but this big battle, and that upon it hangs the fate of hundreds
GF thousands of young Americans, who, either like your Bob and my
Arch, have gone forth Voluntarily in answer to their countryls
call, or who, like the great National Army, have been torn from
their homes and their loved ones in their country’s peril. 1 en-
vied my colleagues today, whom I’ve met, who could talk calmly and
Judicially about what was transpiring abroad, and who are filled
with enthusiasm for sending others to their death. I find that
many of them, who have boys in the Army, have them in pretty safe
places, and 1 find, too, that the popularity of men like General
Crowder with members of congress is due to the fact that each in-
dividual member is asking some personal favor of him. However,

I presume this was ever the course of war. I quoted to you Mr.
Britling*s sentence, when he said that war was a game where old
men sat In easy chairs and sent young men to their death. And

the bloodiest of the men here, and the most enthusiastic to send
youhg men to their death, are those who don’t go, and who don’t
send theilr own.

I think I will be able Saturday to write you more in detail,
and 1 can then give you what our staff has to say about this new
drive, if the drive shall develop.

Give my love to your father and your mother, and lots and

lots to yourself. R .
Affectionately

“ 9



X sent you a night lotto? this afternoon, as follows;

NX wanted to lot you know our present

i;.2 aon to remain during recess in

Washingten* XU any event it will toko

me weak to oloan up here# l&Mtary

committee and various matters of import-

ance go on Notwithstanding recess# If

absolutely necessary we oould In week

deportmenty hut IF reclamationsuit and

other matters do not require it, will

probably remain* would appreciate wire*

.fe send love dmy, kiddies and yourselt#
I wanted to tell you what was In the minds of mother and my-
self, so that you could wire me If you had any different views,
or thought we ought to aot otherwise* Tl have thought very
earofhlly of the situation* Zher®© are very many reasons which
have influenced our decision, tentatively made, to remain here
during the recess* Seme of these aret the house hero and the
peculiar position Into which we have got concerning It# 1t will
be very difficult to leave It alone for five or els weeks# Our
chauffeur has just quit, and we have a new man, who, in my opin-
ion, will ruit within a day or two* She cook Is uncertain, and
these two constitute the only employes we now have# the house,
of course, requires at least one servant besides* because the

cook will not leave the kltohen, and cooks are so damn scarce,
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that we ham to spend half of oust time humoring the mm to bare*
Chauffeurs eon get all aorta of salaries hero now working for

the Qorornmant and for the "‘dollar a year™ employes of the #ov~
ernment; and, In addition, our distance from the city, some

eight miles, 1s a pretty serious obstacle with us* Moreover,

X an far behind in my work* X expose X could let this work
pass, but X hare the gnawing conscience which mateB ns want to
complete 1t* Again* our military committee will hold its reg-
uloX meetings, and nnuuesli”™nabXy will consider, iIn conjunction
with the military authorities, the Tory important measures of
tiniyereal military training and a new draft law* A sub~oommittee,
of vw/hloh X am a member, which i1s not of <rrer-weaning Importance,
Is investigating cjuletly certain things in relation to the Qaar-
texmastorftft Papartroent, unearthing some potty Jobs* Xt has had
two mootings today and will continue holding meetings during the
vacation* 3hO expense of a trip* under HoA&oo*s ruling, is
enormous* Mother i1s easoeedingly weary after her months of strug-
gle with the house, which is by no moons completed, and she
dreads the trip, and hopes that in this recess, aha may obtain
some measure finally of repose and some real rest* X am not sure
that, with the household worries now undertaken. she will hare
either* X think that occasionally X could take a day off dup*
ing the reoess, perhaps a whole week duridig the period without

feeling X am neglecting anything, and could what, of courset X do
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not require* but vihat 2 yearn for, absolute surcease of the
regular grind# We are on pins and needles respecting Arch*
too# 2 wrote Amy today that iDiok Tobin bad written ms, and
his letter iras received simltaneausly with the news of the
new demon drive* Jrtva t&is letter 2 learned for the first
tine Arch has boon at Oh&toan”~Thlerry, and iIs probably there
now, and If so* he is iIn the very teeth of this big battle*
Both mother and 1 do want to see yon, and do went to be with
the biddies again, and see Aigy, and it iIs because of this,
that 2 wired you ear decision, so wholly tentative# 0" sec-
ondary importance with roe Is the reclamation case, and inas*
much as there is no case* as yet, 2 think perhaps there is
nothing that 2 oould do and no real need for my presence in
California# 2 have wired yon so that you could tell ns frank*
ly your views# 2 T allseNthat viien a b% retainer has been
paid, such a retainer as was paid to me, those i1to paid iIt"
might want to sit down and talk, even though to talked with
little purpose and accomplished no results# $onft hesitate
to tell me frankly just what you think#

I have been a little under tie weather for a couple
of days but 2 an coming around all right now* 2 would have
tried to write you samewhat at length before this* but for my
slight indisposition# 2F anything strikes you particularly
upo$ the receipt of this letter, wire zne«

With love to the kiddles, end to Amy, and yourself,
Affeottonatoly,
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11&jor Archibald M* Johnson,
Ariy ?oet Office 731,
A&oriecm Expeditionary Force,
France*

My dear Arch*

It seems silly to be writing yon today with all that
is transpiring across the water, bat t wish rigidly to
oontinae my habit of writing to yon,without fell twice
a week, so that you may always bo certain of what X az
doing, no ciatter whether or not you receive my letters*

Of course, we hare thoughts for nothing else esscept the
drive that le now on* Simultaneously, with its con™*
menoement, the day before yesterday, X req?iyegpﬁynote
,ffcon Dlolc Stobln ( Cod blocs him for Mo Idnteoo§ in writ-
ing no J ) in thiiah he told mo that your weeks os the
front after graduation from college had been spent with
the Marines at Chateau Thierry* I*ve been picturing you
there in the centre of this frightful battle/ hetfcor
you are eommandIng a gun crew, or hare the regular major*s
work, or whether you are doing staff duty, of course, wo

arc ignorant of* How we do hope for a line from you tell-

ing us something |1 As usual, our news Is all jumbled*
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1 hare done In this, as J hare done in the other driroe -
read all the flamboyant and boastful stuff that is wired
across to no, and then taken the three official reports,
the I*ye»oh, the English, and the German* and tried to
piece the matter out# This morning? X am, bp no moans,
clear# X observe thOtoonfidenoe of the allies as related
to us, end the fact that they are satisfied with the sit-
uation; 1 note the dispatcheﬁ:concenﬁhmggpr cm people,
and that they hare Won.ﬁ greatkviﬁtory; and Eben,vxﬂgggqy“
$hylIn#e story of the taking of 137000 prisoners# I1Sey God
keep yon from being one of them! fhle watching, and wait-
ing, add longing, are terrible to us, but, of course, wo
shall be strong enough to measure their ineignlfloanoo in
.comparison with your activity, Ky fears, of oourse, are
s&toily for your safety* X know how high your courage is,
how you*11 stand your ground, under assy circumstances, and
that, Rerever you are placed, youlll do your part and per-
form, not only punctiliously, but brilliantly, your duty.
Our so-called vacation lo on here, and will last pre-
sumable until the lteenty-fourih of August# fentatlrely, we
hare decided to remain here, We few# wired to California
to see whether there tme anything specially requiring me to
go out there. Our main reason will be to sec Amy and Jack,

and to attend to a reclamation oase, in which X hare re-
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oeived a big retainer*  3*hore ore, however, one hundred
reasons A$#1i would melee no remain unless real nooesslty
retires ue to go*

/ | received a dloratoh loot night that Ralph had en-
tered the gubernatorial fight in “California* My opinion
IS, at thin distance, that he him entered too late* but
he* and those about him, have probably counted the ohonoea,
and think that he may bo successful* She primary is the
lot or port of August* so that he has but one month in which
to put the thing ever*

1 have a wire thin morning from dock saylug he thinks
that Amy is slightly better* Oho oan not sleep and she has
constantly a high fever* and* although* X have little know-
ledge of the subject, 1 do not believe that any real im-
provement may be expected until ho? temperature becomes nor-
mal>*

1 hod a letter from Raymond the day before yesterday,
in which he eaid he hod heard nothing from you* but that all
of those tbh» had been expected to return* o were in simi-
lar position with you, had been retained on the other side
for native duty* and he did not* therefore* expect that you
could eome book* As X have written you, X have purposely

refrained from saying anything definite to lyon or to Hay-

mond until you, yourself, should give the word* However,
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they probably understand by this time that you are in native
service on the other side*

Hey the dinpatefcoo tonight show the defeat of the Hon,
and nay m soon hear fro& you!

With all our love,

iffoetionéte3y your father*
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Mr* Hiram W. Johnson, Jr.,
Mills Building,
San Francisco*
My dear Jack:

Yesterday morning | received your telegram in answer
to my night letter about our tentative determination to
stay here, and 1 received also your letter. Mother ~nd I
both, from one angle, felt very badly at our tentative de-
cision, and worse, when we received your telegram. Both of
us are most anxious, of course, to be with you, and to see
Amy, and the kiddies, but the thousand and one things here
make 1t a very difficult thing to leave just now. I observe
what you say about Poundstone in your telegram, and 1 hope
that you will wire me just exactly as you feel concerning
this reclamation case. |If our people think that I ought to
be out there on the ground, theyfve paid me a sufficient re-
tainer, notwithstanding any inconvenience or the cost, to
require me to come. I don*t know whether 1 have made clear
to you that, in my opinion, I will have October and November
in California, or, at least, half of October and all of Nov-
ember. I do not think there is any doubt at all that we will

finish our work after the recess about the first of October,

or, allowing for every possibility, by the middle of October,
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and then, we will go home until the December session. There
are too many elections coming on, even if there were important
things for us to do, to render this situation particularly
doubtful. As an indication of some of our difficulties with
our house, 1 am this morning sending the car to the Bureau of
Chemistry, for a certain Dr. Hound, who is to go out to the
house, and make a very thorough examination of the water and
sewage. I have stated to you in passing,, in some of my
letters ,that the water system at our home was not satisfactory.
The worst feature is that the water is not potable, and in

the last week, in my opinion, it has been getting worse.

I have had one report on it, but I want a most thorough in-
vestigation made, and so I have applied to the Bureau of
Chemistry here, and the Doctor is to make a thorough examina-
tion and investigation today. I don’t know,if my fears

should prove to be well grounded, what can be done. We are in
the house now, and although our landlord has spent some thous-
ands of dollars in fixing it up for us, your mother and 1
have spent a great deal of money also. We have had to buy,

at exorbitant prices, linen, dishes, etc., and then, those things
which were not included in the contract with Mr. Bickford, the
proprietor, and which only an artist like mother would desire,
we have, of course, been compelled to pay for ourselves. | don’t
begrudge this, because | have enjoyed the place, and I enjoy it

more than 1 can tell you. It has made life here a hundred per-
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cent more pleasant, and 1 could gradually make the place,

I think, a rendezvous for those 1 like. The water system

in that vicinity consists entirely ofiMﬂle, and an electric
pump,which pumps the water to h tank at the highest part

of the house, and from this tank, the water is supplied to
the various rooms. I am afraid our well is so old that it
has got past its usefulness. Perhaps, another may he hored
to answer the purpose, hut this means additional expense,
and a considerable amount of work. We are yet without ade-
quate servants.

I was quite paralyzed to get the news that Rolph had
entered the gubernatorial fight# Your mother gave three
cheers. I don’t think he can win, although 1 recognize he
has some chance, and a much greater chance than any other
candidate against Stephens. I think he has entered too late;
that he has permitted the fight to get set, as it were; and
£as permitted a great many people to become pledged to Steph-
ens who might have been otherwise; and that one month will
not be sufficient for him to over-turn the situation. It
seems to me that he has acted on the theory that he has al-
ways acted on in San Francisco, when a quick, sharp fight
could turn the trick, but he has forgotten that he now is
dealing with a tremendously big state, with varied interests,

and with different slstts of people. Again, his big asset is
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the labor vote# He comes in so late than an organized ef-
fort to see that this vote is registered is impossible, and

he will find that many thousands of laboring men, whose in-
terest has not been touched iIn the contest, thus far, are not
registered, and can not be of service to him in the primary.
Again, in the two great valleys of the state, he lost iImmeas-
urably in prestige during the street-car strike* He was prac-
tically "lied out” of the high position he held in the esteem
of the people of those two valleys. With time and personal con-
tact, he could have practically eliminated the bad opinion thus
brought; but that opinion has set like cement, and, in a month,
it is impossible for him to remove it. And a month, moreover,
will not give him time to make the organized fight that should
be made i1n the biggest voting part of California, Los Angeles.
On the other hand, the possibilities of his contest, as | see
them, are: That secretly and quietly, he should solidly unite
those who are opposed to bone-dry prohibition in California,
and they should make a tremendously, driving, active contest
for him* 1 do not, by any means, believe this element dead,
and while 1 think it is in the minority, nevertheless, a con-
certed, organized fight by it, without disclosing its real pur-
pose, could accomplish tremendous results. For instance, 1in
the little mining counties, he could do what Kiesling did in

the 1910 fight as a candidate for lieutenant-governor, twist
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them all into big majorities - big for these counties, but
little numerically, and yet the sum of them all being not to-
important# He can take organized labor in San Francisco, se-
lect the best men in it, and have them go from town to town,

and city to city, wherever there is a Union, prganizing and
preaching, and getting into activity, and at the polls, the
members of Union labor, who are registered. He could start in-
to an active campaign for a month, men, like Roche, and
Cullinan, and Hickey, and many others of pleasing personalities,
and ability to talk, could make the welkin ring, with enthus-
iastic Rolph meetings. He could, with an able press agent,
utilize, at small expense, all the country press. They are
ever wailting to be "utilized”. And, with flamboyant descript-
ions of his administration in San Francisco; the improvements
he has made, and the tremendous projects, like the"E&rlfe Street
Road, he has carried into effect; the real courage that he could
assert at times he has displayed, present a most plausible case#
Above all, he could immediately start from the north, and, day
and night, with his pleasing personality, meet people, and pre-
sent himself to them; but to accomplish results in this fashion,
he must present himself to great numbers of them, which can not
be done by a mere promenade up and down the state. He could,
aggressively fight, that is, attack his principal opponent,

Stephens. He could show that he was shallow, that he dilly-
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dallies; that he never expresses an opinion; and that he has
never done a siiigle thing since he has been Governor, except
to permit a great movement to lapse into the most material
sort of expediency* It could be shown that while he preached
patriotism, he had refused, in anger, to follow even the food
restrictions of the Government; that, while he talked of the
war, he had done such extravagant and idiotic things as shoving
through a bill for a state constabulary, which he had never
dared to put in operation; that his State Council of Defense
until overwhelming public opinion forced him, had been a mere
soft berth, under high salaries, for his friends; and, so far
as constructive work was concerned, it had been a Joke. If
Rolph were attacked, because of his labor union record, he
could retort concerning HeneyTs activity for Mooney as evi-
denced by the Bulletin articles, and Heney®s interview at the
time he saw Roosevelt in the Picker”~campaign; and he could
retort, too, that Stephens, instead of playing the man, and
deciding the event, is stalling until after election, in the
fashion a rotten politician would be expected to do, and,
that while stalling, he has secretly sent word, this week, by
Elliott, the Federal office-holder of Dos Angeles, to Presi-
dent Wilson, about What he will do after the election ( EII-
iot, himself, told me this yesterday, but told it to me in

confidence. Elliott did not say what Stephens was going to
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do, but he did say that he conveyed a message to the President
from Stephens as to what Stephens would do hereafter )*

I have been dictating to you very hastily, because, of
course, you can imagine the thoughts that are racing through
my mind as this fight is about to develop* nothing has such
zest for me as a political contest, and it seems very strange,
for the first time in eight years, that | shall hold aloof.

I think, however, that it wOttld be a p