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_____ —3k4£
*4  -^v>o-». “7 L  . a  ^ 3 ^ 0  t ^ iclA v ^  __

r>A*&L— S~xak. e« /C A '~J}<~-4'.-£ ^

3 )  ^ w O ~ . ,A&  ^ N -v -^ O  J~6>~-: O  v>

^  T =“  ^  5 “  ^  V
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_vĴ ĉ  ^c<J^- r # v i

tv=£..UrC,*

V
/•: * <■* i-v< r

cP^v t ( ^

b ^ o s M o . H o ilX i fJ U .. i } v 7  &. x < {r

A^y 3*̂ , U\$ / f  4 07
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COPY

January 20. 1941

\
Mr. Dave Davidson, Chairman 
STATE USDA WAR BOARD, C aliforn ia

We appreciate the recommendations of the USDA War Board contained  
in your le tte r  of January 15, and have attempted to get some action  
regarding th is problem.

Yesterday the Secretary of Agriculture held a conference, attended  
by representatives from the Departments of State, War, Navy,
Ju stice , Treasury, and Labor. At th is  conference it  was indicated  
by the representative of the War Department that they expected to  
have the restr icted  areas determined within a few days, and that 
Justice and perhaps Agriculture would cooperate in carrying out any 
action needed to remove any farmers from these restricted  areas. I t  
was indicated that the areas would be rather lim ited . This con­
ference recommended that the Department of Agriculture take the 
lead in any o v e r -a ll action that might be needed to maintain our 
vegetable production in C a lifo rn ia .

In lin e  with th is recommendation Mr. Murray Thompson o f th is  
o ffic e  w ill  return to C aliforn ia  in the near future to work with  
the C aliforn ia  War Board and others in determining more p recise ly  
the action that should be taken in order to insure the C aliforn ia  
vegetable production.

/ s /  N .E, DODD

D irector, Western D ivision



WRA
Seattle, Wash*

May 31, 1944
%

MEMO TQ: Russell T* Robinson

SUBJECT: Narrative Report -  May 1, to June 1 19*i4

• •• We have a new supervisor attached to  the Seattle O ffice by the name o f 
George M* Norden* Mr* Norden is well acqainted with farm problems o f th is  area 
and is  personally Htf|KlKfcx± acquainted with many o f the evacuees who formerly 
farmed &n this area**..

The Attorney General*s O ffice , State o f Washington, has commenced actions o f  
eschaatment against several evacuee property owners throughout the state* 
Newspapers in Seattle, Spokahe and Other Washington c it ie s  publicized this 
news item* L* T* Turner, attorney fo r  Squire Investment Co* who represent 
the original owner o f the P acific Hotel, Seattle— one o f the escheatment cases 
f i l e d - -  indicated that the sudden action by the state was caused by his 
corresponding with the state Attorney General in order to solve a d if f ic u lt  
legal problem in connection with the Squire Investment Co.•S financial interest 
in  the matter* Mr, Turner has promised to report his fu l l  findings in connection 
with the case to this o ff ic e  which we shall in turn transmit to Mr* Russell T* 
Robinson, and send a copy to Harry L. Stafford»s Office*



WRA
Sacramento

Memo for  April 1944 April 29 1944
«

Case Loads In April by Project a (handled hy Sacramento O ffice)

TUle Lake 
Jerome
Colorado River 
Gila River 
Rovher 
Granada 
Central Utah 
Heart {fountain 
Minidoka 
Manzanar 
Dutside

Handled closed Active

67 10 57
32 9 23
23 2 21
19 7 12
15 4 11
6 1 7
7 2 5
3 - 3
3 - 32 1 1

20nrj'O

199
7

Tf3 £ 2 .156Total



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE Exhibit 2k
California F.S.fi.
Arizona
Oregon
Washington

HOW FARM SECURITY IS HELPING IN THE DISPOSITION OF JAPANESE .LAND.
J

p.2

Q,. Will the Farm Security f ie ld  agent dee that I gat a fa ir  price fxa for my land, 
equipment or operations?

A. The Farm Security agent is  instructed tosee that you get sdt a fa ir  price* He w ill 
have ut a Federal appraiser lookmat your land to determine its  fa ir  value.
p.3Q,. Will the Farm Security Agent help me get reimbursed fo r  raid what I have already 
put into the land?

A. Yes he w ill make every e ffo r t  to see that you xa are reimbursed for  your , time 
e ffo r t  and money put into the growing crops*

V

/



L-

Reference is  made to  a recent tr ip  through areas near Sacramento, resno &
Bakersfield, and Needles C a lif, by Dr. John A. Rademaker, Community Analyst o f  the 

Granada Relocation Center. On J me 2# I 9W , Dr. Rademaker met with approximately 1#0 
evacuees who were assembled in the rimat school building at 7*30 p.m. where he gave 
a ver y interesting and informative talk relative to crop eonditions, and also 
touching upon the general sentiment o f Californians toward the return o f Japanese- 
Americans to the West Coast. The evacuees were very appreciative for  the information 
and data submitted.

We find that evacuees are anxious and eager to receive information from the 
communities from whnce they came. Many o f them are looking forward to the day when they 
w ill be privileged to return to th eir  homes and their farms where they can again 
resume a normal l i f e  and be permitted to share the freedom and lib ertie s  as American 
Citizens.

Remarks made by Paul J. Fischer 
Evacuee Property O fficer 
Granada

in Monthly Report fo r  month ending June 30 19^4.



<* »> ill» During the month o f June, th is  project was* visited by the representatives fi—  
both the State Attorney*s Offiee in Los Angeles and from the D istrict Attorney s 
O ffice in Fresho C a lif, for th purpose o f making alien iden tification  to interview
certain kzebp evacuees for possible establishment o f escheat"

^  A. F. Chamberlin , Evacuee Property O fficer
GilA River,
Monthly report for  June 1944*



6454 N. Hoyne Ave. 
Chicago, 111.
Oct. 7 1943

Mr. Robinson 
Chairman SRA 
Whitcomb Hotel Bldg 
San Francisco, C a lif.

Dear S ir:
- . 2 settle  in aither lower C a lif, or Southwest Arizona and have become
interested in the p ossib ility  o f acquiring ora* one o f  the farms from which the

th2s ia mind I got in touch with your Chicago representative, Mr. Elmer 
h ^ i21 ’ h°  informed me he had no authority in your zone and referred me to you.

wni i ? f0telt\\i0n 2** newspapers carry is  correct, the West Coast authorities
m i ,0 zuixx&W'allow these people to return e-sen a fter the war, thereby throwing 
this property wide open fo r  settlement by whites. g

the sen farms can be bought now and i f  so what are they worth? 
there are noe for outright dale now would there be one fo r  lease 

around Nov. 15, by 1*1 ch time I w ill have raeched Los Angeles.
Thanking you- in advance,

/ s /  Oakley I .  Gowdy

Mr. Oakley £ . Gowdy
W.R.A* October 11, 1943

Dear Mr. Gowdy:
W* have received your le tte r  o f October 7 indicating your interest in 

acquiring property in outhern C alif, or Arizona formerly operated by the Tapanes.

n- Apparently you ahe received incorrect information regarding the status 
t i  evacuees with reference to their property. There has been no dispossession o f
h IT 'T J T hT / 5*! S 6re bs6a confiscation o f  their property. The evacuation 

la8 l  ! V heir ownership aside from the fact that they are not permitted
I t area t0 ' ersonaily look a fter m  their real or personal property hjfcflanr holdings.

M only way which you can purchase or lease land owned by a Japanese is  
J, n®8°riate d irectly  with him. Most o f the Japanese who farmed in the P acific

L !  fh !8, WLre teaan? f  rather than owners, but those who did own their fauns are to. the most part attempting to operate through thetfr tenants.

. o n  Mi* itarY regulation prohibits American Citizens o f  Japanese Ancestry, as 
I*1* ™  aliei1 Japanese, from returning to the evacuated area except under 

r Permission o f the m ilitary. While same there are some civ ilian s  on the
Is at ?h like  t0 have this restriction  continued a fter the war, there 
i s ,  at the present time no constitutional basis for such action . It should be
realized that approximately o f  the evacuees are American Citizens and i t  
is  because o f the present m ilitary situationthat any ju stifica tion  existed 
ror forcing them to vacate the coastal area*

° ^  Los An6eles Field O ffice w ill be glad to supply you with the information 
concerning any evacuee-owned property in So. C alif, or A rizona...

Yours Very Truly 
/ 8/  Victor L. Furth

Acting Chieft Evacuee Property Office



War Relocation "uthority

Dear Sir; '
Is i t  possible that I can phrchase one of those choice Jap owned farms that 

the government has taken over, i f  so please send location and price ,
Yours Oblige 

G,S. Davis, M.D,
103 Fremont 
Las Vegas, Nevada

Dear Sir:
Received your le tte r  enclosed,wish to purchase 64-0 acres for grazing and hay, 

with water i f  possible, Would like something in Southern C a lif, but i f  you have
something some other location  i t  would be 0,K. I have in mind something for investment, 
or would consider wheat land,

G,2 ,Davis

I



Frank Iliyaiaoto 
November SO, 1944

OUTLINE OF T E  TULD LA] 23 UJPOAT-*-_*~*i— » . ,» I. - . « . Î »I.-1>I, 1̂ 1,— I*-**. -»  » -■
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10*0 Llargaret A* batkins 
Supervisor o f  Field Service 
Department o f  Social .welfare 
S ll South Spring Street 
Washington Building 
Los Angeles, California

Ky dear Miss viatkinsi

In Sacramento on last Tuesday, I had the opportunity o f discuss­
ing at some length with Miss Chiokering the d ifficu ltie s  o f the 
Japanese in the present emergency* She suggested that I outline also 
to you sorse of the information, which has grown out o f our experience 
in the Bay Region*

Many o f the early orders o f the Treasury Deportment have been 
relaxed, thereby easing sane o f the immediate financial needs* However, 
we nay expeat growing economic problems* I l is t  same o f tiie reasons t

1* Soot businesses aro most likely closed fo r  the duration o f the 
war arid some employers aro letting crut Japanese workers for 
one reason or another* The public is boycotting businesses 
that are open*

2* Except in household occupations there is no appreciable degree 
o f new employment opportunities* To orders have been issued 
yet in regard to the payment o f unemployment and other social 
security benefits to Japanese nationals*

t

3* .tony Cheeking and Savings accounts are in Japanese Banks which 
are probeJtty permanently closed* lo  Immediate plan o f liqu i­
dation las been announced*

• i
*

4* The telephone ooopany is  asking a special deposit sometimes as 
high as ten dollars from a ll Jajsanese subscribers, whether 
American citizen  or alien*

2* Families ar© unable to keep up payments and are losing furni­
ture, automobiles, hones, that were being bought on the in­
stallment plan*



Has »atklns
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C* All mam who wore tasking & living as travelling salesman or in 
other occupation® requiring traveling are restricted In the use 
o f public conveyances i f  they tiro Japanese nationals*

7* l&tny American oiticens are so restricted because they are delayed 
in securing documentary proof of their status*

®* There arc also needy f  Rallies o f  interned aliens*

9* There are estimated to be approximately 1,200 trackers who can 
no longer us© their trucks because the "public lia b ility  and 
property damage" insurance has been revoked* Insurance premiums 
on private cars have greatly increased*

Added to these d ifficu lties  are lack o f adequate means o f corrsur.ica- 
tion since the newspapers have been closed; lack o f understanding o f r e lie f 
organisations and the greatest reluctance to ask for help o f ary kind; fear 
of what may happen, to them in a nation at war.

A fact which social workers need to remember is  that i t  is  impossible 
to draw a nice line between the interests o f  aliens and American « s«
The Japanese arc o f a comparatively new im igration and practically every 
American clbiten. has alien family members who by law have long been ineligible 
to citizenship. The American citizen  Japanese through the Japanese American 
Citizens League arc desirous o f being helpful to social agencies in ocanunities 
where there are no specialised agencies for the foreign born*

Please ca ll upon me i f  there is  ary. way in which yon think 1 may be 
helpfiil in any o f the eemmaities*

Sincerely yours,

Annie Clo •atsan, Chairman 
Committee on Minority Croups 
State Council o f  Defense*



OFFICE OF fiB INFORMATION

O ffice  o f  p r ice  Administration, 
1355 Market St,
Klondike B-2300 3FWI--361

FOR Hn.2SDIi.TS REL2AES

TO ASSEMBLY CENTRES AND RELOCATION PROJECT DIRECTORS: Please use this 
information in your camp pu blications. I f  you have no"such mediu®, please post where 
i t  w ill be available to a l l  under your ju r isd ic t io n

NOTICE TO EVACUEES OWNING RENTABLE PROPERTY 
IN FEDEliX DEPENSE^XNTAL AREAS

Rental Agents for Japanese evacuees must reg ister under the new 
federal ren t-con trol a ct, i t  was announced to-day by Evan Haynes, regional rent 
director*

I f  you have rentable property, rented or offered  for rent in one 
of the defense rental areas, i t  must be registered  by you or by your agent* I f  
you have an agent be certain  that he has f i le d  your property, I f  you
personally are handling ysnorxxrQpxxty: the renting o f  your own property, i t  
w ill  be necessary for  you to obtain and f i l l  out the regular reg istra tion  forms*

You can obtain reg istration  forms by applying to your camp directors 
Requests should be made no ±K±±mr la ter  than August 15,1942* *

The rent law cavers a ll  types o f  dwelling units, but not commercial 
structures unless any p o rti.n  is  used for  dwelling accommodation, nor does i t  include • 1
farm lands or any dv»/el lings thereon which are customarily used in the farm operations*
I f ,  hoYvever, a structure ex ists  on a farm and i t  , or any part o f i t ,  is  rented 
so le ly  for the purpose o f  residence, i t  must be registered*

I f  you are in tm bat doubt as to whether your property is  located in 
one o f the defense-rental areas, be on the safe side and consult your camp director* ]
i f  s t i l l  in doubt, apply for reg istration  blank, which w ill be mailed to you i f  your Jj
property is  in one o f the areas*

(

August 4,1942
IvEMOE.EIDUM TO: Mr.
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March 2, 1942

Mr. C. H. Hinshaw 
1261 Locust Avenue 
Redding, California

Dear Mr. Hinshaw

fe have your letter of February 27th.

Up to this time there hove been no evacuations 
o f Japanese fanners to my knowledge froa this County, and 
I cannot defin itely give you any information as to who 
might kah.fi to rent the land for the season*

A good many Japanese are putting out d ifferent 
types of crops, but so far as I know, none have been ordered 
to leave this d istr ict.

Very truly yours

T. B. Urbahns

TBU/m
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Davg Davidsoan: Have been asked by ^orgenthau to report on s itu tion in  LA onvagetables 
as resu lt of freeing o f  japanesd busineess. Can you t e l l  me what has been done?

509a o f vegetable business handled by japanese merchants or w holesalers( 21 o f them) 
and 50$ by s ta l l  merchants. J . wholesalers souldnt carry on, and j .  farmers couldnt 
receive money, hence d eclin eof sapiiasx supplies. Last night Treasury Dept, issued 2
gdneral lice n se s . The release from the LA Times s a id ," ...........They pe miit ordinary
transactions, in the handling o f market food .

DD: W ill these J . business have to have federal custodian?

Ho. The only check is  with bank that has their blocked account. These banks are obliged 
to sa tis fy  themselves th®t payments weekly from any blocked accounts are not in  excess of the 
average weekly payment for  the la st 6 months, and any payments permitted are made pursuant 
to the general lice n se .

DD: I'1" the farming business any person may have commitments fo r  the whole season. ’T ill  there 
be any appeal board which w ill  take into accent excepbional expenditure?

These w ill  have to handled by sp ecia l licen eses . FRB has to act om the specia l licen se . 
General license covers ordinary transactions o f business: $  11A covers personal expenses, $77 
covers business.

DD: Does that give an American an opportunity to pay japanese and japanese to  pay each other?

Yes, up to $100. The bank or the employer must make certain  that the amt does not exceed this 
sum/ In under ordinary business, more than th is was owed to a japanese, they would be permitted 
to pay the mondy to the japanese. Mr. Ryan informed me tha£ the volume o f business is  better 
fchaaxax today than.at any time for t  e la st thnee days regarding supply, bjrfc he can’ t  say sbocmsM 
on demand.

DD: waht is  the situation  regarding hysteria and food p o ison in g :?
Check with FBI. Prices going up indicate that food id being so ld .

Did you have any reports reach you that hospitald or any other groups were a ffected?

People fea r fu l o f dimished supply.We have had conference here with FBI, Navy in te llig en ce , 
marketing assocaitiom , gone over whole problem,general license w ill  take care o f i t ,  and that 
i f  ^vLll receive lib e ra l in terpretation .

Does i t  apjkly to Germans and Ita lian s?
I '

The gernans and the Ita lians were not under the same res tr ic t ion s  as the Japanese before the 
war was declared and they are not now. W have classed o f Germahd and Ita lians pider a couple 
o f general licenses^ which provide you can trea t them for a l l  p ractica l purpose aw American 
c it iz e n s • When Japan declared war that general license was revoked for  them which meant that 
no Japanese not c it izen  could deal with anybody but that is  not in e f fe c t  with the Germans 
and Italians#

\

DD: Have you na ny indications i t  w i l l  change?

Ho* Sir*We have reports to  that e f f e c t .  But I have been assured by the FRB of SF that i t  b±  
w il l  not.

The Dept o f A gric. concerned about increadrd production o f a g r ic . commoditiesf and we are 
rea lly  distrubed on the continuing basis more than on th is immediate emergency. Do you interpret 
the regulations o f th is gHBKHfti general license to be enough to permit Japanese* German and 
Ita lian  farmers i f  they should Hatee the same thing happen to them, that they would continue 
farming operations and produce increasing amountsf
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Ifte only reason these general licenses were issued was because o f the situation  that ex ists  
with the Japanese.Before the Treasury Dept, puts the Germans and Ita&ians in the same position s 
as the Japanese, hthey would d e fin ite ly  consider the p o in t. The Germans and Italians 
can continue right now.

S® DD: Do you interpret the license to mean that the Japanese can continue?
*

Yes. As fa r  as the long range situ ation , I beleive  i t  wsa was recoknfczed. that th is situation  
existed and that ythe idea was to mrnet the shortage o f vegetables and we have gone along with 
the idea o f easing th is situation  as long as the necessity  e x is ts . I thin^ i t  w il l  go on and 
the general license w il l  continue.

*
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C aliforn ia  Subregions0
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northwestern coastal h i l l s  and va lleys
(Del Norte. Humboldt, Trinity,. Mendocino, 
Sonoma, Lake, Napa,)

Sierra and northeastern area
(Siskiyou, Modoc, Shasta, Lassen, Plumas, 
S ierra, Nevada, P lacer, Eldorado, Amador, 
A lpine, Calaveras, Tuolumne, Mariposa 
Mono, Inyo„)

Sacramento Valley
(Tehama, Glenn, Butte, Colusa, Sutter 
Yuba, Yolo*)

Central coastal h i l ls  and v a lley
(San Benito, Monterey, San Luis Obispo 
Santa Crus*)

San Joaquin Valley
(San Joaquin,, Stanislaus„ Merced, Madera, 
Fresno,. Kings. Tulare, Kern®)

Santa-Barbara 
Ventura area 
(Santa Barbara 
Ventura,)

Southeastern desert and 
irriga ted  valleys 
(San Bernardino, Imperial 
R iversid e ,)

San Francisco Bay metropolitan _ 
counties
(Marin, Solano, Contra Costa, Alameda 
San Mateo, San Francisco*)

Bo Sacramento metropolitan county 
(Sacramento.)

C« San Jose metropolitan county 
(Santa Clara.)

D* Los Angeles metropolitan counties 
(Lo s Ange1e s , Orange„)

E* San Diego metropolitan county 
(San D iego,)
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 ̂ ^  0 Vx'x#f. ŷ U-̂ ul -w f ..̂
V . . 41%\T̂ /%jWr̂ Hb>  ̂i-«:

1 -
! c 4 . irr



f

z .

H — ...j . j . | J , —i

M TTfe’

fi^o

rA i J

C J //

Tor/j t,
JiQp

PcPvt fi /ftiv
. ' I t *

/ 2..... i r  j - 1
a /pA.i'hitF'J T 11 ! /2 3o 2> /

tQ
•*----# ■ " '

/
J ■.W •—̂ - - - - 

/
1 ' ® * t ' -

2 — 2 -
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