Rural Evecuation and Economic Effects

The rural Jepanese ln and around Los Angeles county were for. the
most part engaged in truck farmingfd. Farms were small and those
holdings which were larpe were subleased and broken into many smaller
parts. The chéef market for their poods was the Los Angeles produce
market and the Los Angeles Flowmer market. Losses in property and

merchandise occurred to the Japanese both on the land and 1n the

market. It is neceasary to call an actual urban establishment,

rural, namely the produce market, because of the important tie 1t
does have #ith the farmers' merchandise.

Out of 250 doors in the Los Angeles produce market, 120 were
owned by Japanese. By May 6 there were only two vacanclies due to
the evacustion of the Japanese. The absorption has been due almost
solely to the expansion of old firms in the market. Nevertheless,
the evacuation greatly affected the produce market. Inexperienced
produce handlers have been substitued for the Japanese who left. In
leaving and liquidating their holdings, the Japanese had very ser-
fous losses. A large part of the loss was in goodwill. The Federal
Reserve Bank helped in the ligquidation of the business but wag as
in other urban property not entirely effective. A great deal of
the blame may be laid on the Japanese who falled to appeal to the
FRB either out of ignorance or fear of dealing with the federal
suthorities. One loss in conection with the Los Angeles Froduce
Marketing Organization shows the type of loss which might be ex-
pected during these transferences. On a $65,000 ranch near El
Centro was a mortpage of $9000 and s $3000 loan frﬁm the Los Angoles‘
Produce Marketing Organization. When the Japsnese was taken the
Produce Orpanization stated suit. Their claim was to have been apeid
off by the delivery of the Japanese's tomatoes to the Produce Market.,

However, the lMarketing Organization was during the evacuation




changed from Japsnese to White management and %ns badly upset so
that when the tomstoes arrived many were allowed to spoil. The
procedds would not then cover . .the $3000 loan. The case was settled,
although the Japanese lost this year's entire crop which would have
netted him between two and three thousand dollars.

The Japanese were able through their expert knowlegge of truck
farming to control prices in many of the vepetables. This is
thought to be true in Los Angeles and surrounding produce markete
in the cagse of lettuce and celery. Since the evacuatlon the same
control has been lost not only to the Japanese but to the Market
becauge of inexperience in merketing these vegetables. A case
gimilar to the above may be seen in the marketlng of tomatoes.
Shortly after the evacuation the produce merchants sent represent-
atives to the Cochella Valley. These representatives told the new
operators of the Japanese evacustdd land that there was a serious
shortage of tomatoes 1in the Los Angeles market. They advised
them to pick as much as possible, and as a result the farmers picked
green and overripe tomatoes and sent them to the market. The wholessle
market thus found that they could sell this large quantity at a very
low price. They forced the tomatoes on the ;etailers. The publie
found that it was buying poor food and the growers found that they
were petting a low price for theilr crops. The only ones profiting
were the merchants who had temporaritly gotten a stir in the market.
This typy of loss cannot be evaluated in dollars but is perhaps of

even more consequence if prolonged. In the first place, the Japtnesc'

farmer loss through evacuation was felt in two places=-the prower‘

and the producé geller. In the second place, the new farmer and

new seller are experiencing loss because unaccusomed in dealing wlith




certain markets they cennot space delivery in order to maintaln
and control price. They lose by "dumping" which i1s purely un-
intentional. In the third place, the consoming public stands to
loge by this disfuption of the market by maying higher prices and
getting bad cuality merchandise and also by, having seasons short-
ened for certain vegetables. The combined effect makes for a
loss to the public which at a time when all resources are needed
and should be used wilsely 1s doubly felt.

The biggest loss in the evacuation of the Japanese occurred in
the matter of farm and crop loss. Again this type of loss, unlike
the urban losses cennot be just measured in what the property was
sold for as against its actural value. When loss of arible land

and crops occur it means a loss to the consuming public as well as

to the owner. This loss unless made up cannot be minimized. It 1is

not ag simple to make up a loss of this sort due to the fact that
it takes special skill, time, and capital to plant and hapvest a
crop from the land. Whereas, in an urban loss the loss occurrlng
to the Japanese may be large it may not hit the consumer if the
merchandise and property is taken over by another person.r This
igs not true in farming unless the new operator is skllled and
"lucky" in the timing of the crop.

In the Losf Angelese area rural holdings of the Japanese mere
very small, one 1,500 acre truck farm was held under lease by 290
Japanese farmers- According to Harold J. Ryan, Commissioner of
Agriculture, Los Angeles County the distribution of Japenese farmers
pre-evacuation ran as follows;:

Number of farms;:
flative-born operstors

Foreign~-born operators
Total




Native born operators farms 757
Foreign-born operators " 634
Total i 1,391

Acreage Farmed
Native-born operators land-scres 15,153
ForiegnOborn operators - 10,892
Total 26045

There were in Los Angeles County approximately 2,000 farm peop=-
erties including ornamental-plant nurseries operated by persons of
Japaneze lineage. Thig ficuee is developed from a ferm survey condu-
cted ib Japanuary 1942 by inspectors of the county sgricultural comm-
i1ggioner's office and other sources as follows:

Vepetable farms (including berries and alfalfa) 1,591

Cut-flower farms 90

others (including some livestock) 57
Total - 1,538

Livestock farms 82
Estimated number of those not included in survey 50
Nurseries listed by apric. Comm. office under

Japanese names 408

2,076

"emecluseve of cut flowers and livestock farms and nurserles
26,045 acres of land were farmed by Japanese The vegetable and

berry crop acreage grown in 1941 on this land totals 36,250 acres, more

than one crop per year being farmed on part of the ground. . l.
According to these estimates the average farm held by the

Japanese in Los Angeles coundy wes about 20 acres in size. The

value was in the crops. It appears that the soll and climate,

plus the work and &éngenuity of the Japanese allowed for more than

one harvest crop per year, raising the value of the land.

According to the Final report of the Apricultural Coordinstors office

sround 3/4 of the Japanese vegetable farms were under lease. In

the case of leases transferred from Japsnese to non-dapanese, of

860 Japanese lesses 584 non-Japanese took over the leases. The

\

The entlire stajistical summery sbove was taken from R}an's tect=-
imony before the Tolan Co. in Los Angeles. See Hearings.
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difference in number of leasees would indicate that in the future

the sverage clze of the vegetable holding will be larcer.

According to Raoy Meson, Office of Agricultural Comissioner of’
Los Agnedes Co unty, vegetalbe greenhouses were transferred with
gome loss to Japanese. lost greenhouses were owned by Japanese
outright, not leased. Thery were, in the main, transferred to
white operators for the duration only--2lmost no séles and very few
definite time-period leases. Mason belicves there will be a further
logss, this time to the white, since he took over on-a shoetstring in
most instances and only because of the imminance of a cash crop.
Begides this loss, the fact that the land 1s léased only for the
duration will not make for the best care in the world and 80
there' mey well be a.los ' the Japanese d ;:‘; to-bad care of the
in }'-.1.5 absence.

According to the FSA field Sgeht's report in the Los Angeles
County, almost all lands were transferred to néw operators by lease.
ihe 'average lease calls for ﬂ“ per acre or thereabouts.
somenwhat lowéer then the Japanese had paid. Two large farms, formerly
operated by msny Japaneseé are now run by many Mexicens and Chinese
under the ssme arrangemetn. The farms are the Carson and Domingues,
A white overseer dictates crops to the 50 or more tenants on these
panches of from 1,000 to 2,000 scres. Whites have taken over gma Ll
gseparate units and operate them. The acreage of these as opposed to
the large ones 1s sbout equal. Therefore, the number of whites taklng
over i3 sbout ecual to the number of liexicans and “hinese and the |
acreage is also eocual.

There was evidentally some loss to the Japanese in the trans-

gerence of farm equipment, although statistics and cases on this

are lacking. One case which is reported ig that.of S. Imohara,




lessee on the Carson Ranch, “Yomingus Hill. Iwohara paid $1,000
for a2 second-=hand Csterpilier-trsctor in September, 1941. By April
he had paid $475 on it. This was a conditional sales contract. He
lost his entire equity in it. Furthermore his crop of cekery had cost
him $800 including labor and he was forced to sell at $225.

The losses which come to the atiention of the FSA were malnly
in the civil control stations in the territory of Los Angeles. It
was mainly in these small out of town stations that the Japanese
farmers of Los #ngeles and nearby counties repglstered. The most
accurate method of counting loss on farm transfer 1s by enumeratling
loss a2s reported to each civil control statlon.
NORTH HOLLYWOBD : A case was reported concerning 7 acres of young-
berries, lima beans, anc cabbage. This farﬁ had purportedly been
taken over some time before the evacuation. <+he Japanese by time
of reglstration hed not received anything for his crop snd asked the
PSA to look into the case. The FSA went to the farm and found that
the berries were the only crop that coudd be salvapged. The others
had been allowed to rot. The owner had sold the berries to the
Frozen Fruit Co. of Los Angeles. <The owner had failed to have the
Jagpanese who leased from him reimbursed. He had intended to keep the
proceeds, from all appearances. For the FSA to do anything they hﬁd
to appeai for the money which recuired contact with the Japanesg, not
the one who lost the crop, in whose name the lease stood. Ratﬁer than

me ke this contact the Japanese operator decided to drop the ﬁhole

thing, taking the loss. The PSA with no sauthorization cow%i)do nothing.




The loss here was not only to the Japanese but to the consumer.

Another case reported to this station concerned & nursery.
The buyers of the Japanese property told that they had found some
equipment missing--gsome trays had been stolen. These trays were sold

to the Mornigside Nursery in Los Angeles, but the manager of this

orgainization reported that when he went for the trays, they had almost

all been taken away. e refused to pay for more than a small portion
of the total number which he originally agree to tske froﬁ the
Japanese. Several storles were told of the digsapperance of the
trays. The FSA decided to leave the case alone provided the Norm-
ingside paid for the trays they admit they took. The Japsanese at
Manganar sald he did not have the trays. The Japanese lost his
payment, the manager lost the trays and the FSA could not tell whom

to believe so loss to someone occurred in this transfer.

MONTERY PARK:

The FSA representative at this station gave this case to our
interviewer as a typical case of farm transference in southern
Jalifornia: Eblhara leased.a gmall farm---geven acreg---from

the city of Monterey FPark and an adjacent plece of land of seven

acres from'a private party. On the Monterey Park land/ was a city water
J
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regervoir and a pump. Early in February the citizenry and city
fathers got nervous about having a Japanese so nesr to the water
?nuipment. They therefore canceled the lease and forced Eblhara

ouf on Mareh l. Ebihara hsd his house on the city-owned land and
wag forced to move into Boyle Heights 1in Los Angelss.. He wag piven
the right to harvest the crops on theae‘lands---about filve acres

of berries and broccoli. Soon after moving with his family to Boyle
Hgipnts he slipped and broke three ribs and couldn't work. In the
meantime the clty of Monterey lark leased their acres to two def-
ense workers who wanted to farm it. The other seven acres, on
which the perries grew, were separsted from their land by an irripg-
ation candl, so they didn't realize the berries were Ebihara's. The
broccoli had already gone to seed, and the berries were stolen

when the two defense workers got there. Eblhara appealed to the
FSA. The FSA decided he had been unfortunate but had no rights in
the matter. The defense workers pot nothing out of Ebihara's crops
his house was condemned, lonterey Fark would do nothing for him

and Ebihara's net "orih at time wf evacvation was §$1l5, the price o

an old truck.

Another case occured in the FSA field office of lMonterey fark.

The I. W. Hdelman estated owned a 325-acre ranch leased to about
tmenty Japanese. The difficulty of collecting rentals, etc. led
them to ask N. Baba, one of the larper lessee s, to form a company
to pay entire rental, subleasing to the Japanese. This was done
about two years apgo. The assoclation was called "Associated Veg-
etable snd Flower Growers Associstion”. Baba paid %15 per acre

to Hellman and charged the other Japanese 20, $25, and $30 per

acre. When the evacustion was ordered, Zeke and Frank Seminario,

feed dealers of Monetebello, made a deal with Baba to take ever




all of the vegetables, but flowef growers were left out of the neg-
otistions. 'T1he Seminarios allowed the Japanecze flower merchants
to stay on until evacustion to market their crops. Finally,
I. Karaiya, one of the larger ilower growers appealed to the FSA.
He hed managed to sell some of his flowers, but very valuable
flowers and roots, etc. remained, nine acres of rare flowers inc-
luded. The Japanese had sent several new or prospective tenants
out to look at his holdings, but Seminario had scared them off.
The FSA finally got $350 from Seminario for the Japanese, although
Seminario had tried to stop the check. Undoutedly BAbsa had some
private deal with Seminafio, but woﬁldn't admit it. One of the
flower prowers got $85 for a $1,500 crop of flowers. The Japanese
flower growers refused to blame snything on Baba and insisted that
it. was Seminario who was to blame.
PASADENA :

Orighpally, there were some 120 farm propertles opersted by Jap=
anese in this ares, but at the civil control station only 50

registered as farmers. It is believed the remainder evacuated vol=-

untarily some time ago. The FSA believed that they mainly went to

Uteh. Because of the inefficiency of the fleld agent in the Pas-
sdena FSA office there were some exceedingly unsatisfsctory trans-
fers. The FSA civil control representative had up to the time of
the evacustion been unable to contact the regudar FSA fiéld agent.
The field agent had made no effort to advise and gulde the Jspanese
snd as a result, according £0 the Clvil Comtpol station FSA repre-
gentative there are many pitiful cases on record in Pasadena.

Hoyo Umoso operated a farm under lesse at 1808 Raecuel Road,
El Monte. (This place was included 1n the Pasadena evacustion).

It waes @ twenty-five acre tomato farm. Last year 1its gross income
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was $12,000 with a net income of between $5,000 and $6,000. The
erop due to be harvested in August was sold back to the landowner
for $525. The FSA did nothing for the Japanese as the contract
was made prior to reglstration as as stated above the field agent
did nothing to contact the Japanese In thls area.

'BEs De Taylor af Pasadena attempted to buy a nursery at 4920
Osk Grove Drive ffrom a Japanese. The Japanese said that the carn-
ation crop and equipment wss worth $1,000. Taylor sald he had no
Luse ﬂap the carnstions as he planned to raise Bella Donna. e
therefore agreed to pay the Japanese onlj &50 for the nursery. The
Japanese wapted to go in and sell off the carnation crop but Tay lor
refused, 21lthough he did not plan to sell 1t himself'. The FSA
civil control represeﬁfative attempted to get Tayler to allow the
Japanese to gsell his crop but Taylor refused. The desl was complete.

E. Manchester Boddy of the Los Anpeles News #e lessed several

larre nurseries in Pasadena area. A nursery in Burbank which grossed

$5000 in April of this year, he leased for $100 per month for a

three-year period, reaping the harvest. The FSA did not contact him.

HUNTINTON BERCH:

According to Rev. Julius A. Goldwater, a white Buddhist priest
in Los Angeles there was a very bad pasé of transference at
Huntington Beach. The case concers a Japanese who had to sell an
eight-acre farm, his home and a store thai had cost him a year ago
$1000 for $1000, when the crop on the farm was alone worth $500 plus
his home which he had build. This story 1is completely @nsubstant-
lsated.

BimeinatoRr Terespoe
TORRANGCE: . (containing evacustion station for Gsrdenha, Torrance,

Lauredale, Wilmington, Sen Pedro, Long Besach, and Sawtelle)
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The records for the farms of Gardena, Leredale, and Ingelswood
show that these farms were fakrly large, five to twenty-five acres
apeice. MNMeny of the new Opezators taking ower these farms are
Chinese., Much 1ls taken over on-a share basis: for the harvest of
crops up to August 1942 the new operators are getting 50%. Most
of the equipment was sold, but a large cuantity was privately stored.
Thls storage has made for a shortage of farm equipment. Even if 1t
waé not stored the ecuipment was sold separately so that the new
operators do not have in all cases the equipment they need to farm
the land. The FSA was doing its best to alleviate this fifficulty.
In this area there was substantial loss. In Gardena three acres
of youngberries, one acre of cabbage and one acfe of brocolll
belonglng to Msosuke Katayama was abandonned. The crop was lost
and the tools were sold for junke. He had only twenty-four hours in

which to get out so simply leff. (It 1s uncertain to me whether he

was evacuated or internned. The latter seems more likely since he

would have had more time than 24 hours if evacuated. VG)

Also in Gardena, Ike Harimo had twenty-two acres on the 0. T.
Johnson Estate. Evldentally the Japanese was buying on a contract
because the loss reported ls several thousand dollars. The entire
eoulpment was lost. In thls case looting was mentioned ss a cause.

In i"'i}.mimg_ton, also reglstered in the Torrance FSA files, a
case of a three-acre nursery belonging to lMrs. Shinno wes reported.
The nursery carried an excellent crop os stock, cernations, and other
Llowers. MNrs. Shinno usually s0ld$500 or more in carnstions 2 lone
on Mother's and Memorial Days. ©She had pald her lease up to Sept.l
on land owned by the Wetson Realty Go. of Wilminpgton. W“hen the
evacuation came, she sold out the entire stock and eguipment to

8 Long Beach nurseryman for $250, $150 in cahs, and $100 in monthly
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Ingtallments., The sale was made before Notherls Day 2t which time

the new owner harvested and sold the carnations for sround $500.
The nurseries iIn this disfrict guffered badly for at least three
nurseries were abandoned according to a white flortst in Whilming=-
tone.

One very rank case was brought to the attentlon of the FSA
representative in Wilmington. The case was reported by Emll
lienveg, a real estate operator in thls town. A Japanese farmer
had ten acres of celery---all ready to be harvested at time of
evecuation. He asked $4000 for it. He could get no Hids from any-
one except a Jew from Los Anpgeles who offered him lOcents per crate.
The Japgnese refused to sell since it costs at least 10 cents to
pick and crate it. The Japanese was offered a flat $2500 according
to the story as told by S. C. Melller of the Cslifornia Bank, San
Pedro. The Jaspanese wags evecuated and left full power of attorney
in the hands ofmNe=- Menveg. Menveg was offered 1750 but asked
for $2750 so there was no deal. On April 28, Menveg asked lellller
of the California Bank for help. Mellier who had already bought
ten acres of celery and had s work crew took 1t over with no agree-
ment &8s to distribution of profit. By this tlme, one:ﬁhlfor five
acres had gone to seed. The remainder yeilded 5700 crates. The
lagt cut of the celery was on May 20. The net profit after labor
water, crates etc. was {3569.59 according to Mellier. The Crown
Produce of Company of Los &npgeles had offered #1750 for the crop.
Mellier gave the $1750 to the Japanese plus the half of the diff=-
erence beiween @£569.59 or $906.24 minus 121.26, charpges againsgt
the farm befofe evacustion. The bank gave Menveg an even $2600.

Menveg depogited $1l00 snd sent $2500 to the Jspanese. If the
|




Japanese had allowed lellier to take over on an assinpgment basils
before he was evacuated, he would not have lost the five scres of
celery, according to Mellier. On top of this loss, the price of
celery after devacuation dropped from $,90 to $1,10 down to 40

to 50 cents a crate, due to the dumpling by new operators. Three
weeks later the price rose to p2.60 per crate. The loss was all=-
around. Loss to the Japanese, loss to the new operators and loss
to the consumers. This case 1s probably exxagerated by the bank
man in order to prove his point, that he should have been asked
to take over in the first place. But the main point that the

new operators lost as well as the Japanese seems to be subs-

tatliated by reports from the field apents all over the southern

part of the state. The celery situvation was exagerated due to the

Inexperience of the new people in handling its marketing.

In San Pedro only one farm was sbandoned, of any size (FSA
field apgent reports). This was a twenty acre farm of celery and
cabbage, The reason was that the Japanese owner was cuite wealthy
and demanded an exhorbitant rent. The whole crop was lost.

In this ares the new operators are principally whites, Fili-
pinos and some Mexicans. They may very well stsnd to lose some
money due to thelr inexperlence. 1In a few cases the PSA sald they
paid more than the value of the property. In the San Pedro offlce
the FPSA granted three or four loans to new operators to buy up
the land which were in excess of the hbalue of the property. One
loen was reported twéce the value of the property. This may be
blaimed on the FSA's inexperience in judging tﬁe value of truck

farms.

One ferm in this srea =---seventy-five-acres--was taken over by




three Long Beach hipht school teschers. The football coach, who
is one of the teachers in the enterprise, 1s uvtilizing hils Hoot-
ball team a2s labor on the farm.

An interesting loss was reported by the FSA in the Long

aress Robert. 5. Moore of" the Moore Supply Co. bought up

Japanese mater line pipe he could ﬂtlﬂﬂ average price of
geven centes per foot (FSA said }rowtthree to five cents a foot)
The averapge price of this pipe, second hand, 1s nine cents per
foot msceording to Moord. The plpe was used
irrigation. The plpe 1s not 1n good

be meking a lot of money fomr the purchase. The loss ls rather
to the new operators. The farms sre without irrigstion faclilitdes
NOW » The new operators _"‘-]'_11.1. have to buy new plpe. Noore may gell
back to them. The Jspsnese did not lose by the deal since they
sold their farms to new operators, but the nem operstors and the
vegetable market will suffer.
COVINA

The reports from this area are poor. One case as told by a
cashier in the Covina First National Bank 1s illustrative of the
Federal Reserve inefficiency. Two Japsnese brothers owned a $8800
eculty in a $135,000 ranch. They gave power of s&ttorney to the
holder of the ‘trust deed ($4200). The Federal Reserve Bank repr-
‘esentative approved this. The First National Bank talked to the
representative and ssked them to Peconsider and dlssallow it. The
Federal Reserve representative refused. 1In this case the First

national Bank considers it a very bad policy to give so mud

power to the créditor because the credltor is not too trustworthy.

Unlike other banks the report here l1sthat Japsnese deposite have
increased.
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This increase has been inspite of the fact that of 40,000 loans
to the Japanese at the time of evacuation all but around 50 had
been paid Dbacke. TQe indication is not clear. The capital was

received from sale of property and was put inte the bank, but in

almost 211 cases of mortgages the loan was paid back.

POMONA

In this area there were registered 125 farms, all of which
were truck. All were transferred with no crop loss. The mailn
Brops were lettuce, cabbape, and strawberries. The new operators
are about one-half whites, one-fourth llexican, and one=-fourth
Chinese. The Japanese came out cuite well according to the F3A
field agent in Pomona. Sixypy days before the evacuation the FSA
began to foster transference. They made six loans to new operat-
ors. The FSA oversaw the sale price on both land and crops and
wmag setisfied that it was fair to both the Japesnase and the new

operator.

RIVERSIDE

As in Pomona the FSA began early and thereby arranged for all
property to be transferred before evacuation. The average size of
the ferms in this area was twenty aorea.but the dlspersionwas
great. One case of a high profit mesde on a transfer came to the
attention of the FSA in this area. The Liberty Gvroves Co. took
over one large (500 acre) ranch for $12,000 from a Japanese, If
the crop is good the Go. will net about $10,000 on it, a very high
pfofit for a $12,000 investment. '

In-this area a great deal of loss occurred to the Japanese in

the disposal of ferming ecuipment. The FRB did not want to store

1t so it wes sold at heavy losses.
All new operators in Riverside sare white.




REDLANDS:

The report on this afea comes from the FSA representative who
wasg in charge of both Riverside and Redlands. The dl1fference be-
tween these two areas was quite apparent. Riverside grows onlons
and the Japanese farms were fairly small. Redlands farms grow
citrus and the holdings of the Japanese were layge ranches. Every
gingle Japsnese holding in Redlsnds was transferred to one of the |
larpe cltonms houses (ile, Sunkist, Blue Goose, etc.) who operate them
on a commission. They act merely as managers for the Japanese.
This according the both the Japanese and the F§A constituéed a very
fine arrangement. It indicated however & futher concentration &
the market of citrus fruits. The efficiency of the concentration

is hot %o be cuestioned, but its benefit to the consumer in being

able to control price is a cuestionable matter.

Livestock Losses in Los Angeles County

Besides the number of losses occurring in the transfer of
Japanese farms there were s great many cases of such loss in
livestock and chicken transference. In Los Angeles County the
Japanese operated 38 chichen ranches which totalled about 212,000
chickens with 151,292 pfoduciny hens. Mogt of these ranches were
leased by the Japsnese but a few were owned. According to the
County ulvestock Inspector leases and saleg have occurred in all
58 cases with not too great a loss to the Japanese. ffThe producing
hens is 90% of 1its former number. All the new operstors are white

with but one exception, a Chinese. The larger ranches have been

taken over by the darge organizations such as the.Globe Milling

Co, Gardena Milling Co. and the Teylor Milling Co., 1In slmost all
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cases the plant and stock were dlsposed of together. In case of

lésse a time basis was stated, not a "for the duration” plan. 1In
only one case was & manager hired and put in charpe of theranch.

The same general characerfstice of transfer occurred in the case
of hog ranches. Almost all of the large hOg.ranches in L. A. County
were owned or operated by Japanese., All of the ranches mwere large
with none under 1,000 head. Three were leaséd, one was owned.

The total hogs were 6,700 or over 10 per cent of the total hogs in
Los Apgeles County, all garpage fed. All the ranches were trans-

ferred to J. Marion Wright fro management. WNo loss occurred.

Summary of Loss to the Japsnese
In Los Angeles county and surrounding areas there seemed to have
occurred in the main three types of transference:

l. In which the farm was leased by the Japenese the owner
found a new lessee. The crep of the Japanese was sold
either to the new operator or to an outside company.

2. In which the farm was owned by the Japsnese and was sold

outright or by chance the equity was lost. If sold
the crop went with the sale.,

3. In which the farm was owned by the Japanese and the
Jopanese either placed power of attorney in some one
whom he trusted or else hired on a share or cash basis
a manapger, for the duratlon.

The pumber of cases occurring seem to be in the general arder of

the abhove list. Most of the truek farms were leased and so-re—
verted to the owner who found a new lessee. Most of the large

farms were owned or an ecuity in them wass owned. Some cases of

the loss of sn equity are reported. Some cases of the transfer of
property by sale are reported. A few cases of No. 3 type of trans-
ference are reported, notably in the citrus frult and stock ranches.
In all three types the Japsnese stood to lose by the transference.

The least loss occasioned seems 1tO be in the case of Number 5.
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The preatast.number and amount of loss occurred, if our reports
are correct, in the case of transference of the Nomber 1l. type.
If this type of inference is correct it is also proper to say thst
the rich lost the lesst while the poor lost the most. This also
may be true if vigwed from the type of person transferring under
type one and type three. The Jepaneseé who leased a small plet of
land was the poor, ignorant peassnt type. He did not often appeal
to any povernment agency for help and when crop loss occurred he
guffered it unless 1t by chance was repa ted. In the case of
type number 3, the owner of a large cltnus ranch, whether Japanese
or white, is probably auite well off financially and is well known
to the blg men in the business. Helnew what to do and to whom to
go and therefore he was able to arrange for a very profitable deal,

Although the number of cases and type of cases reported hereln
may not be representative of the fleld 1f we assume t hey are the
above reasoning woudd seem to hold with very few exceptions from

out of the cases at our disposal.

Summary of Loss to the New Operator
new operator again falls into classes:
. A new lessee who has or hes not taken over the crop

2, A new déwner who has taken the crop (usual casge)
. A new manager-operator for the Yapanese.

The first two types of operators stood to lose by about the same

emount, mainly in crops. The skill of the new operators deter-
mined what amount he would lose on the current crop. The type of
crop he plants for the next year will deteérmine his future loss.

In the case of & new owner the loss may be greater in that he can't

move off at the end of the year unless he finds a buyer. The lessee
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may take a doss on the presnet'crop and eithé} not take snother
year’s lesge or else change the crop.

The loss by "dumping" due to inexperience seeems to be the
most serious for the new operator. The price fluctuated and
was too low at the time of the grestest harvest because of his
inexperience in holding up price.

The manager-operstor seems to be chesen by the Japsanese

from out of the type of people well-acouaih{ed with trhe type of
agriculture in which his farm 1s engaged. The manager loses 1if
on 8 share basis snd he 1s unable to keep up the crop and the mark-
¢t as the Japanese did. If the manager is on a cahs basis he doses

nothing. This seems to be the safest arragagement all-aroundb

Summary of Loss to the Community

Always a difficult thing to dudre this loss become even more
complicated because of the war economy of the present, That
vegetable prices are hlgh, that there seem to be short seasons
to certain fru;ts, that some vegetables are poor is apparent but
now much of this 1s due to the evacuation and how much is due tor
the bidding up of prices between fhe government and the publlc 1s
not apparent. Obviously, some large loss occurred to the consumer
when crops were lost. Many crops are reported lost due to the
evacuation. The poor marketdng practises of the new opers tors
csused price fluctuations and poor cuality. This was due to the
evacus tion. Probably the loss was larpge but ghould not be over-
gtated since it occurred in limited areas, in limhted amounts; and
in only certain vegetables. To be more specific: a locs occurred

in the case of celery, tomeatoes and onlons because of bad hearvestin

and merketing. A loss occurred in the case of stramberrles due to




evacuatlion occurring at the peak of the stramwberry harvest. Other

fruits and vegetables were affected but not as greatly as the se o
Since none of these goods are essentials to a diet and may be sub-
gtituted for the loss can be minimized.
B e L

A further economic consequence of the Japanese evacuation seems
to be = shortage in agricultural labor. This if et all an impor-
tant item might well be claimed to be the greatedtof the ecomomiec
losses as a result of the evacuation.

According to the temtimony of Harold J. Ryan, Commilssioner of
Agriculture for Los Angeles County, before the Tolan Committee;

"Labor used on the vegetable and berry farms

&

according to the

2

farmers interviewed, totsled 73,631 men-months per year. Of this

total 44,098 man-months were home labor supplied by the familels
or persons living on the farms. Labor hired from ‘he otutslde amou-
nted to 28,555 man-monthsa. A total of perhaps 60,000 man=-
month'e labor 1is Japanese."

When' the evaou;tion became a reaity this amount of labor had
to be subsituted for. The reports from verioug sectlons of the
gouthern Galifornia area indicate that a lsbor shortage is cer-
tain but thet in many cases substitves are being found. ’
INDIO: According to Theodore Lene of the State Dept. of Employment
here the Coucella Velley has an acute labor shortage developlng
but feels that this is due principally to the Ilndustrial drain
rathe? than evacuation,
POMONA: According to the F8A representative the farm labor sit-

vation there was likey to be ecote this year, but the stmain will

only be temporary because the whites who are taking over the




Japanese farms will switch from truck to field crops for the next

hervest. Field crops can be harvested by maching end do not take
hand or stoop labor.
RIVﬁwSIDE: All the new operators are whites and agina there 1s
~likely to be a farm labor shortapge ifor the current hapvest of
onions. However, the plan is to switch to bay and possible tom-
atoes. Hey can be harvested by machine so will minimize the straln.
LO8 AHCELES COUNTY

Labor for greenhouses will probably be very short gsince Japan-
ese women formerly did this work. Mexicans, knowing that green-
houses were leased because of the cash crop involved, are deman-
ding higher wages. But, white operators must pet twice as much
for greenhouse crops as Japanese because awwhite femily will not
mot work for the family for not wapges. One case of trained
Mexican female labor being util#zed is reported.

According to Carey McWilllsms, Chlef of the Depértment of
Industriai Relations, , Difiision of Immigration and Housing,
there was in the latter part of April about 6,500 unemployed
Mexican farmers in the area of Los Anpeles. This, of course,
could not teke care of the agricultursl needs of the state Ent
migpt help in the southern Galiforgian harvest. QCus HaTkins
(Negro assemblyman from Los Anpeles) favored the import of negroes
from the deep south to replace the Japanese. Under Hawkins was
orpainized a committee to select negro families to take ever ev-
acusted farms. To what extent this plan was successful 1is un-
known at the present writing. _McWilliams was in accord with

Hewkinsg, belleving that the importation of neproes would allev-
iate the labor shortage. Dr. Mills of the FSA also agreed.




However, there 1s some disagreement as to the advisability of
importing negroes. W. R. Newport, Property lManagement Director

of the W. ftogs Campbell Co., does not believe it wise. This
orgainization 1s for the management of both rural and urban
.properties. The company had a very hard time finding new ten-
ante for the propertles which they care for. They felt that there
mere too féw Chinese and Filipinos to take over the farms vacated,

and the Mexicans were worse than no tenants st all, Newport said

that supervigsed labor, such as with Mexicans might work well. He

does not feel that Mexlcans could make independent operators. He
believes that Importing the negroes would be 2 mistake because they
are not acguainted with the problems whicy have to Pe met in Calif-
ornia agriculpure.

Further agpgrevating the labor shortage, sccording to Stuart
Walsh, Research Administrator of the Kenny Committee, is the det-
ermined €ffort on the part of the Mexicans, the Filiplnos, and the
Negores to get out of the agricultural labor group. They are in
some way successful since many are and have been hired by defense
plants 1In the Los Angeles area. The—Mexicans are no lonpger willing
to come in from Mexico, sincer there has been a nuicﬁening of ind=-
ustrislization in thelr own country. Also the reformg of Cardenas
have done a lot for the Mexlcan farmer, and he is not so willing
to leave home as he was formerly.

An attempt by many epgencies has been made to recrult high
school boys. The use of high school boys has worked out very
well in some perts, notably in the San Fernando Valley where the

ghortape was expected to be most acute. If cooperation can be

obtained from the schooi suthorities this pool might be drawn upon

-




for ungkilled farm labor. Any noticeable ghortage will occur
in August and Septbmber when the bigpest crops are harvested and
when the schools reopen taking away this wource of laber.
According to the Teamster's Union in Los Angeles the
shortage in truck déivers for the produce industry has been
avoided. The evacuation of the Japanese was thought to mean the
end to this union, but J apanese teamsters have been replaced by
whites withouk diffléulty. %

Whe ther the evacuatlion left a gap in farm labor 1s hard to
determine. If it did the effects have as yet not been felt and
may not be. Only if the amount of recruited lebor does not fill
this gap will 1t become {mportatnt. However, as has been pointed
out time and apgein by all FSA officials the big gap in farm labor
1s due to the migration to defense inﬂﬁétries._ This pefcentage is
no doubt much larger than the percentage loss from evacuation.

The evacuation might be looked upon as the skaw that may or may
not break the camel's back. The farm labor situation has steadlly
beome more acute as industry has expended. ‘The evacuation came

s

at atime when all available farm labor was needed. Certain grouﬁﬂ

have attempted to f1ll in where the Japanese mere, but it is

sepparent that no source is filling in where the defense Industries
drew from.

It would seem to be an overestimation to call the Japasnese
evacuation the cause for the farm labor shortage (1if snd when
1t does exlst). This was merely a small contributary cause,

although had it not occurred 1t might have been utilized to fill

further the pap caused by the drain to the citye




SUMMARY REPORT ON FARMERS' ATTITUDE:
San Joaquin County, California

Part I. Deseription of the County

The unusual nature of San Joaquin County's agricultural position
makes it necessary to present some of the special features which ine
fluence the results of the whole farmer-attitude study. Agriculture
in the county is highly diversified, there is intense specialisation
of farming, the per-acre costs are high, and the total wvalue of products
vory great. To exemplify the diversification, the Agricultural Crop
Report, pubdished by the San Joaquin County Agricultural Department,
lists 19 fruit and nut orops, 18 field erops, 19 vegetable crops, 18
~seed orops, and 7 different types of stock. Such diversity feflects

both excellent and variegated soils and the equitable climate, The
high eash wlue of erops can perhaps best be expressed with one figuree~
56 million dollars total orop value for 1941, Sixteen separate products
were given a gross walue of over 1 million dollars each. Of these the
most important are alfalfa, fresh grapes, aspa s and beef cattle,
Tomatoes, sugar beets, and dairy products all fall in this olass.

Though San Joaquin County is highly diversified, the individual farmer
tends to speocialize in one or a few orops. Tomato growers, for instance,
insist that it takes years of experience to be a successful tomato
farmer. There is a type of "migrant" or mobile farmer living in the
eity and renting whatever screages he finds suitable for his special
erope Farming in the county requires high capital investments. lLand
rentals are high and the land is capitalized at a good figure. Costs
are further inereased by the need for irrigation water, sometimes sur-
face and sometimes pumped, and by the high cost of field laber,

The diversity of erops is paralleled by a diversity in popula~
tion., Many ethnie stocks are represented in the county; and our inter
views included & number with Japanese, Fortuguese, and Italian, many
of whom are aliens, Filipinos, Hindus, and many European immigrants
might have been inoluded, though they are more rarely operators. Loeal
offieials point to this diversification of ethnic stocks as & source of
differing opinions within the farmm population. Another source of such
disunity comes from the great wariation in size of farm enterprises.
Interviews were taken with operators owning tracts of less than 10 seres
and with the operator of a 6,000-acre intensive farm., While rarely are
there farm operators who are in that third of the Nation who are poorly
housed and fed, the degree of wvariation between the poorest and the
richest is nevertheless great., In other words, the sooial problems
to be found in San Joaquin County are not those of the impoverished
South or the marginal farmer., Most farmers expect and wuswally have a good
middle~class level of living; and though some of the minority groups
do not display a high standard of living, they are not necessarily in
poor economie circumstances., This brief introductory statement is an
essential part of the desoription of the county and is necessary in
order that special problems can be understood.




1. As has just been stated, farmers as a whole in this county
are well off and have been for many years, though there have been
periods during whieh the fruit farmers and some of the dry farmers have
had a diffiocult time, The war has improved their situation and the
farmers are "on the upegrade."

2. BSan Joaquin County contains a eity with 64,000 inhabitants
and lies adjacent to a great metropolitan area., For these reasons,
the eountryside will not be greatly affected by loeal industrial develop-
ments. The universal inerease in employment applies here and has reduced
unemployment greatly, draining off that large body of reserve labor
which has always been considered essential to intemsive erop productionm,
The little defense activity that is teking place in the county eamnct
be said to have affected the attitude of the farmers covered in this

surveys

last year's heavy min in this area was harmful to the fruit
erops and prevented large aoreages from being planted in barley. There-
fore, producers of these two commodities may have had their attitudes
affected by the weather to some extent, Weather conditions are con-

sidered a possible hardship for the coming year.

S. It is diffioult to determine the degree to which industrial
qwutmamﬂhmu-mwmmmm.m

s an important faotor to the supply of farm labor. Yet one
a former employee, now working in war industry, whe
availables A few

is available, farming is a profitable business in this area,

4. San Joaquin has been enlled a Farm Bureau county, although
the Grange is active especially in the southeastern portion. The
Assooiated Farmers is an organisation which embraces fewer operators

is of considerable influence as a pressure group upon farmer opinien,

It might be said, however, that membership in organizations rerely seems
be effective in determining farmers' attitudes. The press and the

are the universal sources of news and as such are more influencial

direot contacts in organization meetings.

6« At presemt the sign-ups for the AAA program in 1042 ic some
10 to 15 pereent higher then it was at this time last year. Thete data
wore obtained from the secretary of the AAA in San Joaguin County, for
no marked inerease in participation appeared in the schedule. By and
large, the farmers appeared to be rather indifferent, when not hostile,
to the whole agricultural adjustment program, Pw-uyﬁqnuu
say "it is wrong to pay a farmer for doing what he should
m»mupm-m“ommwu.m




shortage. Similarly, a produstion-goal sign-up carried on last fall met
with only indifferent success. Neetings were held for the purpose of
gotting farmers to upwnp:*tunmh. An official reports
that "very little interest was shown and the results were generally un-
satisfactory,” In order to make up the deficiency for voluntary partiei-
pation, an intemsive campaign was inaugurated and a farm=to-farm canvass
made, A good coverage was thus cbtained, but at the present time the
farmers in our sample are almost completely unewmre of having signed any
statement for increase of produetion, They practically never know what
their omn production goals are and consistently econfuse the produstion
goal with the allotment program. The farmer generally remains unaware
of the Oovernment's desire to inerease produetion. The tomato growers
are sn exception to this, but their awareness comes rather from the
earnnery agents' pressures than from governmental representatives.




1. The mjor shifts in production in the county appear to be
as follows: (&) Imcrease in tomatoes, which largely replace beans or
utilize land formerly in hey or pasture, Tomato farms are often
operated tenants who pick up suitable tracts wherever they are
found, (b) Sugar beets, largely because acreage restrictions have
been removed, (c) Barley incrcased considerably this year, but last
year's crop was below normel es e result of late reins which prevented
planting, Feed shortages have been a special inducement,

Several erops in turn have decreased; (&) Farmers have shifted
ewy from beans; tometoes are competing egainst them favorably; and
last year's crop is not selling very wells The shift would have been
greater except for fear of labor shortage, there being a largs differ-
ential in the smount required.. (b) The shift is sway from wheat into
barley and rice on account of restrictions on wheut. (o)
There is a decrease in dairy » sooording to this semple and other
evidence, despite the faot that an ineorease in milk production has
been predicted.

2. The primary reason for shifting into tomatoes has been
favorablo prices and especially the assurance of these prices in the
Government contract schedule. The sugar beet inorease resulted largely
from the withdrawal of govornmental restrictions. High feed prices
have been a major factor in the shift to barley.

Cortain more general reascns alse exist. A number of fammers
gave patriotic causes for their changed produstion, though these are
almost alwys in conjunction with antiecipated profits. One dairy
farmor, for instance, said he was increasing because the Government
wants him to3 but actually his entire change had involved more efficient
utilization of rescurces end did not sctually inerease production (see
schedule 32), Farm menagement practices, such as rotation of orops,
or shifts to erops thet would spread the labor demand over a longer
period, have both been effective, Again it might be said that the
pressure of sugar and canning companies for greater production of bests
and tomatoes has increased sereages in these commodities.

3. Rarely, if ever, were production inereases spontaneously
stated, Little concern about produetion geals or little reeognition
of commodities needed by the Government appears in the schedules,

The seheduls question on what was needed by the Government ocharacteris-
tically brought an indefinite respense, such as "We hear a lot about a
need for tomatoes,"

4« There can be no doubt that the major obstacle to inerease
produstion in this county is the fear or the actuality for laber

shortages In response to the gquestion on problems,one farmer said,




"labor, that's all.," Another farmer, however, was able te say, "It

my be only & soare.” Sixteen farmers gave labor shortage as an ime
mediate response to the question on probable hardships, Costs are a
second obstecle, but the me jor cost mentioned is high wagess The price
of feed is an obstaocle to the dairymean, Actual shortages are important
only in the grain end bean enterprises where supplies of sacks are ine
adequate., Orains have been cheracteristically hendled in sacks, and
the materials necessary to transfer to bulk handling may alsc be scaree.
A number of farmers mentioned diffiecultiss in markebing, having in

mind inadequate railroad facilities and the loss of foreign markets,

Tt is significant that weather is a more frequent souree of disquiet

in the fermers' minds than either oredit or commodity prices.

5. The California farmer must by Merch not only have quite
definite plans but of necessity must already have aected upon them,
¥ost plans are mede early in the season and planting had been started
at the time the schedules were taken, Occasionally the farmer has
mtyndm:ibhﬂthm::un;;mm doi.:h::'
always between w%: es. r préves »
large-scale operstors may m:lmms o under and
plant beans instead, teking the loss on the original iavestment rather
than the risk of failure to harvest.

6. Obviously, such preparations as are necessary for shifts
in commodities have already been made, Changes have also been made

in the dairy industry, as well, These changes include more effiolent
use of machinery, eloser feeding, and herd improvement. Other come
modity shifts require few changes in the farm emterprise.

7. It ﬂgﬁ be said that, on the whole, farmers appear optimistie
about the 1 prices this year, always with the ever-present feel-
ing that they may not be able to harvest their erop due to laber shortage.
The proportion of optimistic to pessimistioc amswers in the sample was
three to one, Most of those whe did not look favorably to the future

had some individual reason, in terms of their own farm enterprise, It
might be said that the charasteristic response to the tion was

"In what way do you mean?™ and that further probing 1ted "Prices
1.11'11;0'& :nl 80 will costs--guess I will be & little better off," or

Large operators and the noneJapsnese owmsr appear to be better
off, The Japanese are, of course, in a bad situation, The orehard

and vineyard operators apparently feel the nonessential quality of
their products and are worried about markets and shipping.
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Part IIT, Oredit Avrangements

San Joaguin County is not an area of marginal farmers. Many
are wenlthy and most are well off and have good oredit standing at
private banks, Oredit is not, therefors, one of the major problems,
There ars eertain charactaristie types of money adwmncements made by
the proocessors of the eomodity grown and frequently written ints the
aontrmoet hetween the processor and the farmer,

1. Parmers do not appear %o be plamning to borrow more monay
for their farm operations this year than they have in the past, It
4s prodadly true that farmers who have greatly expanded their opera-
tions, such as some of the tomato farmars, have a proportisnate increase
in eredit neada,

2. Government eredit to the amount of about £ millien dollars
was adwmnosd last year, yet private finance is much the more usual form.
fovernment oredit may be oonsidered imporbant, however, to that small
proportion of farmers who need 1%, and it seams to be sdequates A

form of oredit is furnished by processors and very mich by chain
or looal private banks, The corporate farms get their eredit from the
bank at a straight 4 pereent interest,

S. The only group with a serious eredit prodlem is the Japanese,
Their highly speeial problem was expressed by one of the interviewees
(see sohednle 46) who said, "If T run out of cepital and can't farm,
under what will T be suspected, sabotage?™ The obwvious reason for the
lack of credit is that the tors fear the Japanese will be
ewmounted and their orops lost, Though undoubtedly arreangements will
be made for taking over these farms, 1t is wery probable that yields
will be affected by the change of operators, since tomato production
requires certain special knowledge. One Jspanese pointed out that
his store credit had been withdrewn and he wms dependent upon this
for his operntions, and furthermore that the cannery had withdrawn
1t contraeted eredit. Since the Japanese operate about 20 percent of

the oanning-tomato noreage, this problem ig of suffieient importance
thet speeiel and immedinte attention should be given it,

4, As has already been stated in other contexts, eredit is net
a mjor obstadle to produetion, There is the exception noted above,
and there are a few margine]l farmers who present a social rather than
an soonomie problem, for their total produetion is but e wery smll
proportion of the county's.

6. Small operators frequently express reluctance to inerease
their oredit, This is more charmeteristio of the fruit and dairy
farmers, and of the older operators. On the other hend, there are
many enterprises set up on a credit basis, It is possible to operate
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farm enterprise as an entrepreneuy utilizing borrowed money snd rented
land and perhaps even contracting out some of the labor. There is suf-
private eapital willing to handle such operations.

6 Many farmers do not like Government oredit because of the ex-
cessive control; yet,obviocusly a lax system would receive an equal amount
Such oriticism may simply reflect the prejudice
vate enterprise.
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IV. labor Situation

labor is the key problem in the agrieultural ares of which San
Joaquin County is charmoteristie. This problem may be either a fear
of shortage or a real shortage, but in either case it will affeet the
total production in the county, At the present time it is fear that
is eruoial, for fear of production has kept many farmers from planting
tomatoes and sugar beets which have high labor requirements, Fowever,
the latter, and probably the former, have been planted in suffieciently
la quantities to utilize full plant capeeity. It is quite true that
atrﬁn present time there is much less labor awilable than there has
been for the past 10 years or more,
fow oases where operators have not been able to get the workers they
want, though they have had to pay high prices for that laber.
wages are now good, it
that wages for field work have risen from 25 to 356 oents

The shortage
(milkers, and-tractor cperators) o
It may be noted that the farmers
requiring them now, such
indiecating labor as a pro
specinlists in the fie
harvest Linds, though fa
have held many discussions on i%t,

already have been

not, the solution is the

foree to be organized and so

shortages. And, yet, it must be

does not compete directly with the professional farmheand but only fills
the gaps where labor is actually mot awailable, Such labor foreces will
have to eome from school children, impounded aliens, or the like.

It is the interviewers' opinion that this is a most important
single item for that area of which Sen Joaquin County is typleal,

1. The interviewers have the impression that 99 percent of the
farmers spontanecusly brought up the labor situation immedistely and
a oount shows that two-thirds of them did so in answer to the second
question on the schedule, The dairy and dry farmers showed the least

frequency in this primary response.

2. There are several causes of labor shortages. The first is
the draining of machine operators away from the farm inte defense in-
dustries where wages are higher. This has caused considerable bitter-
ness and there is much farmer eriticism of the defense program and its
ineffioiencies and high wages.




important cause for laber shortage, but it:
harshly than others. In the southeastern
contiguous area extending throughout much

Serious difficulties have
resulted from irresponsible drefting into the Army of these sons.

The third cause for labor shortage is the ewmountion of the
Japenese which has not yet happened in this "B" area, but which wi
have affeoted other counties and will probably affeet San Jeaquin
the near future. Again, the Filipinos who fumish much of the
labor have been drawn in

From 3,000 to

A highly speeialized prodlem resulting from the Filipino-dapanese
mey cause difficulties in the tommto harvest, even suffi-

antagonism
clent: labor exists in the area. Undoubtedly some machinery csn be set
up %o care for this situation whem and if 1%t arises.

Off-farm employment of farm operators has been reported in a
fow instances, but this is not a serious fauctor in the curtailment of

labor supply.

No replacement of farm hands by women and children in the
family has been noted. Family labor is frequently utilized on certain
types of farms, especially the smll dairies operated by minority groups.
While the problem appeared less frequently in the Sen Joaquin County
sample, in general these minority groups do not like to utilize women.
The status implications of women doing field work is undoubtedly a
major factor in this attitude. Note for instence the Japanese state
ment, "I don't like for the women to work, it is too much like slavery,"
Adjustments for labor depletion are more apt to be made by a change in
erop rather than by supplanting it with family labor.
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Part V., Cardens

1. None. Farmers gave inereased consumption and dietary eon-
siderntions as their reasons for pleanting enlarged gardens., However,
there wae little discussion of eny eampaign to improve rural diets,
and few seem aware of the Covernment's setivities in this regard,

2« In the majority of cases, gardens have been increased for
patriotic reasons and becsuse of price sntiocipations; while, as stated above,
inereased consumption has been n frequent reason, Fear of wegetable
shortages has been an effective reason, also. Some farmers seem to be
planning to inerease the variety of vegetables; but, in general, state~
mants on this question were wague.

S. Califormia has long been known as an area in which home
gardens wore relatively rare. This is most probabdly a reflection of
the high level of living and the strong competition for the use of the
farmers' time., Time, as & matter of fhet, ws most frequently given
as the reason for not inoreasing home gardens., lack of suitable land
or aveilable water wes frequently expressed, while many farmers ocone
sidered the cost of the home garden to be greater than the cost of the
same produce purchased on the mariet. In the words of one interviewee
in this highly specialized area, "I'dhnmthththom.
they' re spoeinlists in the field."

4, Farmere do not very frequently preserve vegotables in this
area, but sbout one-third indicated they would inecrease their eamning
this year, Neither shortage of seed, tools, or canning supplies was
mentioned as an obstacle to home gardens, and home gardens were not
planted for the purpose of supplementing inecome through marketing.

S+ The Parm Advisor's office has carried on o fairly extensive

for home gardens through eircularizetion and spebial demonstra~
tions, and through farme-genter meetings and 4-H Club projeets. None of
the farmers interviewed referred directly to this campaign though a
nusber of farmers would say, "My wife is putting in a Vietory garden.”
Yo ons of importance wers made as to what the Covernment might
do to the farmers %o ralse more of their own food, mq;nmny

responded to the applicable question with "Fncouragement is f‘“'

mm«mmmmmhhuapm.
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Part VI, Bill

1« There is a gemeral expectency that the milk production of the
county will be inereased, but the interviews do not substantiate this,.
The number of dairy cows has decreased by well over 10 percent, though
more farmers claim an inereansed production then do the eontrury. It
might be sedd in this context that our sample is insdequate for a posie
tive answer.

2+ Patriotism and price are the greatest factors in getting an
inorease in milk preduwction, end the two had best be viewed conjointly,
For instance, schedule 32 presents the cnse of a farmer who states flatly
that he is inoreasing only because the Government wants greater produc-
tions but the adjustments in his enterprise indicate that he is merely
obtaining more efficient operation from a prefit standpeint, and has not
yet increased produwotion at all,

S+ No chamucteristic shift in the nature of the dairy enterprise
eppears in the schedule, unless it is stricter eulling of herds and
redusing the number of ‘huim." Labor shortege and high wages have

required some streemlining of the dairy opermtion.

4s Az 4in all the obstacles to greater production, labor shortage
or the fenr of labor shortage comes first. Feed prices are very high
at the present time, which is best indicated by the fact that some farmers
have sold their herd and are now merely faming alfalfa. Plant capseity
and proper ferm organization in terms of the relatiocuship between acreeage
and stock is an obstacle to ineressed production, especially where feed

prices are high,

6« Many farmers are buying feed especially at this season of
the year end are feeding concentrates, but not much commercielemized feoed
seens to be bought.

6. Fo changes whatscever in the marketing of milk were indicated
in the schedules

7+ Most farmers feel that the price will be good for "prices
are already up." GSome fear is being expressed that the priece of con=-
densery milk will soon be reduced, and this may prove to be an obstacle
production in the immediate future, Costs of feed and labor are
sidered to be equally increased,and the farmer does not think he is
mach of the price adwance. This depends upon the amouwnt of
he grows and the amount of labor he performs.

8« There appears to be very little awareness of the Government
progran for inereasing milk production though, when specifically asked,
farmers would recognize Coverznment purchases as effeetive on milk prices.
They are apt, however, to consider the price rise as a normal result

of war expansion,




farmers have suggested that better prices should be estabd-
e Government, and one farmer suggested that cover orops
for pasture rather than to be plowed under.

was a repeated complaint that there is too musch
consumer's and producer's prices; that there is "too
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ViII, Canning Tomatoes

le Again, labor fear. Many operators who could handle tomatoes
instead of beans and who would be glad to in view of the price situation
and the assursnce of these good prices are not doing it because they
fear the harvest situation, Statements of this kind came from small
operators as well as the president of a large corporate farm. A fow
s 1l acreages may be kept out of production because of searcity of smll
plants. This may in part be due to misealoulation, but is probably the
direct result of the frosts which killed some plants in the cold frames.

2. The anxiety about labor has already been a fairly serious
obstaele to production, as has just been indicated. Whether there will
actually be a drastie labor shortage eannot now be determined, but it
is certainly a threat to meeting production gosls. Tomatoes are a
highly perishable orop and must have first priority in any alloeation
of farm labor. Shortage of tomato plants is mot & serious item. There
is some fear that canners have overcontracted which may have kept o few
sores out of production. As a matter of fact, it may be that the
canners will prove a real bottleneck in getting the tomatoes from the
producer to the consumer.

8. Contracts appear to be no problem, There is a general satis-
faction with the price snd contracts.
proportion of the

larger
this is probably a form o
is not the result of inabi

The frequent comp registered that the canners have
eaused serious losses to the producer by causing him to wait to deliver
ugh making him wmit for
boxes and possibly through s produce, losses resulte
ing from these practices in both tomatoes and labor time ean result in
serious losses of tomatoes, and step
diffieculty, not only out of fairmess

of inoreasing production,

4. ' No changes in production practices for tomatoes were

reported, exoept that there may be some use of sulphur spray to destroy
gilver mite which was a serious pest last year.

B¢ The tomato operators are quite aware of the Government's
program to inorease tomato production because they have been repeatedly
contacted and so advised by the camner agents. There has been much
publicity and many meetings on the problem to bring it home to the

Farmers who might grow small acreages of tomatoes, but who
s aware of these programs.
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6. The tomato growers seem to have a better understanding of
the Oovernment's assistance than the milk producers do, probably for
the reasons just given, In gemeral, they feel that last year's program
was helpful but are pleased with the changes made this year. They are
not ¢lear on the matter of contraet price in relation to &istance from
market,

7« The most usual request of the Covernment in the tomate produc-
tion situation is for some assurance that labor be mede awailable at a
fair price. Again they are anxious to have unfair camnery prastices

stopped.

8+ Under this item it might be well to state that the cammery-
tomato smple is made up largely of either Japanese or noneitisens and
that, therefore, fewer oriticisms of Government programs were found than
might have been the case in a more normal sample.

The
situation,
report we have indicated special
It may be well to summarisze them
ewomtion, (b) curtailment of credit, snd (8) awai
As a souree of labor they will alse be missed. These difficulties,
not alleviated in some way, may cause serious
other commodities. An estimated 20

operated by Japenese and they are important
other acres. :

March 13, 1942,
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Block 26, Building 1l
Poston, Arizona
August 25, 1942

Miss Virginia Galbraith
207 Giannini Hall
University of California
Berkeley, California

.Dear Miss Galbraith:

Thank you for your letter of August 19th. Your information
regarding work on the outside is very helpful, and I am sure that if
any of our people should be able to leave camp for work, they will
appreciate your suggestions,

As to the Japaness marketing organizations of Imperial Valley, I
am setting forth names of the produce companies which were being operated
by them as of the 19)j1 season.

e AT —
Associations (run on cooperative system):

South Imperial Valley Growers Cooperative Assn., Inc,--approx, 50 membars,
Growers of lettuce, squash, tomatoes, and melons. Squash was
markated in the Los Angeles, San Francisco, and Oakland markets
in truck shipments, The bulk of the other products were loaded
on railroad cars and shipped to eastern markets, very little
being shipped to the California markets.

Holtville Farmers Association--approx. 20 members.

Growers of squash, tomatoes, and melons., Same type of marketing
facilities as above association.

Niland Growers Association--approx, 30 members.
Tomatoes shipping organization, shipping mainly to eastern markets,

Others:

Salinas Valley Vegetable Exchange (American and Japanese partnership
firm) Main office in Salinas. Raised large acreage of lettucs
in the Imperial Valley, shipping to eastern markets.

Nakamoto Bros. (3 brothers)--Growers of lettuce and melons, shipping
mainly to the Los Angeles markets,




Golden Valley Produce Company (individual firm, financing about
seven small farmers in.addition to own acreage) Growess of
lettuce, tomatoes, squash, and melons, shipping to eastern
markets mostly,

Standard Produce Company (partnership, financing about 25 small
farmers, in addition to own acreage) Squash, tomatoss, and
melons, shipping to California markets.

lit, Signal Produce Company (individual firm) mostly shipping to
California markets,

Russo Bros. (American firm, financing about 25 small Japanese
farmers) shipping mainly to eastern markets,

Besides the above, there were about 28 - 30 working as foremen for
various American produce houses, and the balance of the Japanese farmers
were independent or partly being financed by the produce markets of Los
Angeles, San Francisco, and Oakland.

I hope that this information will answer your questions on the Japanese
marketing organizations of Impsrial Valley. I shall be glad to answer
to the best of my knowledge any other questions you may have regarding our
people.

Yes, the weather in Poston is very hot, but just recently, it has
been getting a little cooler, Having lived mostly in the coastal area,
I never dreamed that I would ever spend a whole summer in a heat such as
we are experiencing hsre. I have heard, though, that this dry, hot climate
is good for many different kinds of illneeses, and when one bacomes
accustomed to this weather, it is not too uncomfortable,

Again, may I express my appreciation for the interest you are taking
in the problems of our people.

Sincerely yours,

wor

L3

Kay Wishimura




CENSUS OF JAPANESE DESCENT
IN IMPERIAL VALLEY

Brewley El Centro Tot=al

Reported (1~arpﬂrHLf£S) i 278 178 398

Christian S 62
Buddhist 59 102
None Sl 30

Alien Males 160 157
Alien Femeles o4 103

Citizen Males 210
Citizen Females 222

Citigen males, 17 & under 101
Citizen females, 17 & under 131

Citizen males, 18 & over 109
Citizen females, 18 & over 91

Passenger cars 115
Title clear 80

Trucks 58
Title clear 60

Sick persons
Evecuation with gPfoup

Undecided
Evacuation not with group

—
v Moy
Gy A n

Eligible voters

This dats complled as-of April 1, 1942

Imperial County Citizens Welfare Committee
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SOUTH IMPERIAL VALLEY

INDIRECTLY, FOR LOANS TO GROWERS:

. Kawano,
8. Koike,
T. Naekshara,

F. Hakamﬁra,

Tom Okutsu,
Tsubouechi,
Yamada,

Fijiwara,
Tijizewa,
Nishida,

Miyahara,

Yamade,
Kolke,
Nakahara,
Yoshida,
Mori,
Yamada,
Nishikawa,
Tajii,

§ 250.00, with interest at
7% from Nov. 10 1941, due
to Bank of Ame

§ 150.00, with interest at
7% from Nov. 10, 1941, due
to Bank of America.

255.00, with interest at
7% from Nov. 10, 1941, due
to Bank of America.

200.00, with interest at

¢ 150.00, with interest at
7% from Nov. 12, 1941, due
Bank of America.

50.00, with interest at
7% from Nov. 10, 1941, due
to Bank of Anorica.

$ 50.00, with interest at
7% from Nov. 10, 1941, due
to Bank of America.

$1269.43, due to George
Nakeamoto.

$729.67, due to George
KNakamoto.

$610.55, due to George
'akmm -

$160.50, due to George Al
Nakamoto.

e p———

$§1,013.85, due to Association.
$646.59, e "
$771.5, "

$842.44, o

§373.26,

$232.35,

§134.50,

$134.37,




by

Y. Tanaka

0. Nakamura

gz-gész
o George Shimamoto

R. Tsubouchi
S. Matsumoto
F. Nakamura
M. Masukane
G. Nishida

B. Kosugi

Ito

Uchida
Niino

Kodanma

S. Nakamura

Sakauye
Mariano
Sekl
Nishikawa
Miyahara

$1.09,
$300.92 "
$ 223 .°®
¢ 50.00 .
¢ 4.00
$552.00
$192.00
§ 72.00
§215.23
$ 2.31
§ 8.26
$ 6.18
$906.98
¢ 3.00
$ 20.99 »
$ 3.00 "
$ 3.00  pA"
$633.56 *
$§ 3.00 "
$ 160.63 ™

Kawanemi (K.Matsumoto) $17.88

Sasal
Hamano
Keto
Morinaga
Tsuchiyama
Niizawa

Teu ji

& 36.70
$922.09
$235.43
$341.00
$ 1.00
$ 2.7 .
$341.86 "

Geo. Heshizaki (T.Kubotera) §725.88

Y. Takagaki

W {8, Tokuyasu

8. Kikutake

§ 1.00 due
$ 4.00 .
$1127.17 *

due to Association
o Sosl Qusane

[




. Hamada * due to Association
« Okimoto - bl - w

. Yamashita
. Tajii
Okutsu

Mitoji Tujizawa
E. Koroda
K. Kawashima
K. Yamato
Chas. Freedman
K. Taniguchi

Keholana.
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LAND FARMED BY JAPANESE

Product
Tomato
Squash
Melon
Flax
Alfalfa
Onion
Cucumber
Strawberry
Pepper
Watermelon
Farlic
Carrots
Cabbage
Sugar Beet
Asparagus
Peas
Eggplants

Corn

IN IMPERIAL COUNTY
Acrerge
1612
471

Gladiola Bulbs

Barley
Pasture

Total

101

7104+

Estimated

Investment

$349,735.00
80,702.00
188,650.00
32 ,200.00
24 ,370.00
14,875.00
4,575.00
11,800.00
9,325.00
1,700.00
1,700.00
14,900.00
3,425.00
18,000.00
7,500.00
200.00
350000
440.00
6,000.00
6,000.00

200.00

$779,797.00

29 Japanese were employed by Americen

produce firms as foremen supervising approxi-

mately 3227 acres.







IMPERJAL IRRIGATION DISTRICT
CROP SURVEY, MARCH, 1942

FIELD CROPS

Alfalfa

Barley

Qats

Wheat

Bermuda (Includes Pasture)

Flax

Sugar Beets

Clover

Vetch 92
Miscellaneous* 16

TOTAL 297 239

#Includes fenugreek, canary grass,
prairie grass, and Indian corn.

GARDEN CROPS

Lettuce

Cantaloupes

Honeydews

Honeyballs

Peas

Carrots

Tomatoes

Watermelons

Cabbage

Squash

Spinach

Broccoli

Garlic

Peppers

Onions

Sweet Corn

Gladiolus

Endive

Mustard Greens 201
Miscellaneous Gardeni-¢ 317

PERMANENT CROPS

Asparagus
Tangerines
Dates

Grapes
Pecans
Lemons
Grapefruit
Strawberries
Oranges
Shade Trees
Mixed Fruit
Blackberries
Nursery
Bamboo
Olives

Limes
Pomegranates

TOTAL

TOTAL ACRES CROPPED
LESS DOUBLE CROPPED
NET AREA CROPPED
PLOWED, NOT CROPPED
TOTAL AREA FARMED
ACREAGE NOT FARMED
TOTAL AREL

TOTAL AREAL OF DISTRICT

Number of Farms Reported
Farmed by Owners (45%)
Farmed by Tenants (55%)
Average hArea — 98 Acres

370 786

7 804
362 982
21 634
38L 616
70 685

455 301
612 658

L 645
2 088

2 357

TOTAL 66 471 Imperial, California
April 1, 1942
##Includes cucumbers, eggplant, beets,
Jap melons, chicory, beans, ramaine,
and Chinese vegetables. W. E. HARTZOG, Supt.
Water Distribution and
Drainage Construction




Table 12

. Corporations Formed to Operate Japanese Farms with WFA Loans

e ——

/ )/.“
Nemo of Corporation A Sy Units Acveage [(Aci co

(e./ Fruit Farmg,Inec. it $ 148 471427 7 20 “ 156

Farm Menagem:nt,Inc. 26 5

Northern Farms, Ince.

Loomis Agencies, Ine.

California Fruit Canners,Inc. 37,711.00
California Fruit CannersjInc 38,510450
Placer Orchards,Inc. “ 87,756.67
Placer l'ams,Iie. / ’ 23,000,400
Ingells Gardens,Ing. 20,523,00

. Western Farm & Produce,Inc. 32,107.00

Deeiduous Farm Lends,Inc, Qﬂ* . ;
$617,987+17

"ﬁ/r
7€ La
=P
o

o AT A

fine )3

j"" a0

Al
Source: Final Report of the Partieipation of FSA in the Evacuation Program
of the WEGA, Civil Affairs Division, Western Pefense Command & Fourth
ATmYy. :

Covering the Period May 15 1942 through May 31, 1942
Leuwence I, Hews Jr. Region IX 30 Van Ness Avenue, S.F.
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