
URBAN EVACUATION AND ; ;C0>K>MC EFFECTS 

The urban Japanese population in southern California was co ncentrated in 
that section of  L,OS Angeles called "Little Tokyo". Between  3 5 , 0 0 0 and  4 0 , 0 0 0 

Japanese lived in î os Angeles County of which Little Tokyo had by far the 
largest percent. It is estimated that approximate 1^110,0 00,000 in resl prop-
erty in Los Angeeles was affected by the evacuation. Lit tle Tokyo represen-
ted over 2000 fee front feet of property with a renta J. #va lue of about $>5 per 
front foot or about $100 ,000 in ground floor rentals. " This entire property 
problem was turned over to the Federal Reserve Bank by the Ar my to be handled 
in the most effective manner possible. The fact that the F ederal Reserve 
had no personnel or equipment for the handling of mass proper ty transfer made 
for an ineffective functioning of that agency. Furthermo re, it seems that 
the personnel of the Federal Reserve Bank was not interested in the job but 
rather wanted to dispense with it as quickly as possible.  Finally, there was 
no general advertising before or duing evacuation to the Jap anese to the eff-
ect that the Federal Reserve Bank would be of aid to them. A s a result of 
the ineffectiveness of the Federal Reserve Bank and of th e Japanese reluctance 
to seek Federal aid there was a great deal of loss in the tran sference of 
property. The monetary loss suffered by the Japanese was gre at, but alee 
there was a loss to the property owners of Little Tokyo wft o had relied on 
Japanese tenants. Especially acute was the property loss in  southern Calif-
ornia because it w s one of the earliest places to be evac uated. In areaus 
which had time to make arrangements ahead of time and to liqu idate slowly the 
loss suffered was much smaller, according to reports by pro perty owners. 

That the Japanese were taken advantage of in an unfortunat e circumstance 
is clear. Both Caucasians and Chinese brought up Japanes e real estate and 
merchandise at low prices, sometimes at ridiculous pric es. The Jews were 
particularly involved in the disposal of merchandise and bo ught up all that 
the .could at below-cost prices. This situation made for a surge of anti-
sern#tism among the Ĵ os Angeles Japanese, as evidenced by statements of various 
interested parties. One of the more prominent Jewish compan ies involved in 
the buying up of merchandise was headed by the brothers J . J . and Nat' Sugar-
man. The Japanese claim that the Jews bought up their good merchandise, 
moving out the valuable items to their own shops, sold at auction only the 
poorest Japanese goods and their own stocks which they move d into the Japanese 
stores at night. (Story told by The Mary knoll School), On the , other hind, 
Harry Tobias, auctioneer for the J . J . Sugprman Co. claimed that the Japanese 
losses were mainly in Japanese goods. They were able to liqu idate their 
shocks of American goods at cost or better and their Japane se goods sold at 
one thir be low cost'or more, he claimed. Further, accor ding to this side o 
the story, Sugarman bought the entire stock and fixture s for a lump sum, 
not knowing  1  hat the cost of the goods that they bought and this type of 
sale was more to the advantage of the Japanese than his ow n licuidation sales. 
Despite the phildnthropists such as Sugarman (?) the Japa nese lost a great 
deal as is evidenced by a few concrete examples of the disp osal of real »»d 

property and stocks. 
1. The Mary knoll School reports the sale of a $1,000 market value 

restaurant equipment for $200. 
2. Fujiami owner of the Sukiyaki Cafe at 109 N. San Pedro c laims 

that rather tfefen sell his cafe to a Jew he sold it to a Mexic an 
and lost $5000, undoubtedly an exagerated loss. 

3. Fuijisuki, manager and shareholder in Olympic Hotel, 117  N. 
San Pedro states that this hotel is owned by six Japanese and 
is mortgaged to the Western Loan and Building Co. at 1005 S. 
Hill Street. The Stockholders are losing their entire equ ity 
of .¡$60,000 by foreclosure. 

4. According to R. Nishimoto, Stanford graduate and manag er of a 
Japanese novelty store at 344 E. First, Street, prices were marked 



down 50 per cent. Mark-up above wholesale is 33 percent, so 
there was suffered a 17 per cent loss on average on Inventory , 
at  thi time of the interview all stocks were not disposed of 
and a further mark-down seemed probable. The manager was 
contemplating storage of all godds not sold at this pric e in 
order to avoid an even greater loss. 

5. A difference in stories exists concerning one large merc handising 
establishment The Asia Company. /According to its manager , 

T. Kitabayashi, the gross sales of this company run from $250,000-
$500,000 per year. Average inventory forttwo stores is $60 ,000. 

- They lost $20,000 in the liquidation of both inventories, selling 
at approximately 50 per cent below cost. The loss occurred 

mainly in drygoods as the inventory in .the grocery store so ld 
well. 

. According to Harry Berco, Manager of the H & H Outfitting C o., 
the Asia Company sold at dost and was bought by J. J. Sugarma n. 

6. The H 8c H Outfitting Compay in Los Angeles has rented the st ore 
formerly occupied by lease by the Tokyo Co. According to the 
manager of the Outfitting Co,, Harry Berco, H & H paid on th e 
average 60 to 90 cents on the dollar for bankrupt stocks, depe d-
ding on the nature of the goods bought, If the good moves fas t 
they paid the higher amount. He claims they paid hight pr ices 
for some inventories because of competition of other d ealers. 
The highest prices paid fiere for standard goods such as liquor , 
drugs, etc. Berco claims that Yuki Imai sold his stock consis ting 
of liquor, cigars, etc. at cost. Furthermore, the H & H paid 
$1000 for a $>1,300 inventory of the Osaka Co. according to Be rco. 

Berco says the reason that the Japanese have been getting s uch goo 
prices for their goods is because it is all of a rather poDr 
quality, .just the kind that the second-hand dealers and ch eap 
new goods merchandisers can dispose of rapidly. 

7. The Hori Brothers, store> owned through partnership by on e 
member in Japan, one in Montana and two in Manzanar.was lock ed 
up by the Treasury Department in December and licesne to liq u-
idate was granted only two weeks before the evacuation took 
place. Liquidation was therefore too rapid. Joseph Choate , 
attorney for Hori Bros., sold the contents of both stores to 
I. G. ijjarihnick, a liquidator (Jew) for "60 cents on the wh olesale 
dollar", or 60 per cent of cost. 

8. Rather than sell to a Jew at below costmany Japanese gave u p 
trying to sell or lease and locked up their places for the 
duration. One large hotel did this, Other.smaHer places did , to 
A restaurant at 313 First Street is comp-letely boarded up. 
The brother of the owner said that the reason for this was tha t 
too poor a price was offered for the equipment therein and  that 

consequently they were going to keep it .vacant for the du ration. 
The building in which this restaurant is located is quite mo dern 

and were it riot for this policy with the restarant, would  prob-
ably be one of the first to rent in this area. The Sumitom o 
Bank was in this building, it now being boarded up. 
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Although these are but isolated examples of losses in Litt le 

Tokyo, they indicate the type of phenominon accompanying l iquid-

ation. It is not a new fact that losses occur with liquidati on. 

What is new in the Japanese situation is that these losses o ccurred 

to an entire section of the population. Mass disposal of pr operty 

accentuated losses which would have occurred in any liqui dation 

carried on so rapidly. A few firms with foresight liquidated their 

property slowly and from the beginning of the war. Most of the 

owners however waited until it was quit« clear that evacuat ion 

was imminent. Those that did wait had two choices: to licuida te 

their property by selling at cost or below cost to any one w ho 

would buy* or to attempt to sell their stock at sale prices, 

hoping that the man on the street would take advantage of th e 

sale. Those who chose the firfet alternative found that the 

parties most interested in buying their stocks or taking over 

their leases were merchants who had been dealing in low- priced, 

poor merchandise and establishments. Because of the selcec tion 

of merchants in this field the buyers were for the most part 

Jewish. The rise of anti-semitism was bound to occur when the 

Japanese sold to merchants who took as much of the poor grad e 

stock as they could at as low cost as they could, and who were, 

incidentally, Jewish. Los Angles city abounds with skid-ro w 

merchants who make their money selling poor merchandise . Long 

before the war with Japan, the Jewish people had a monompoly on 

this sort of enterprise. They were following a practise we ll-

established among theri ranks when the bought up the Jap anese 

merchandise. The cases of leasing property to be used for e st-

ablishments of the ilk déscribed was again following their l ong-

established practise of taking over in low-class district s to 
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make money. Whether or not their hopes will be realized rem ains 

to be seen. • 

The second alternative of liquidating property on their ow n 

seems to have proved even more disafeterous to the Japanes e. This 

statement is based on reports from the prejudiced source of t he 

merchants who wished to buy up the merchandise and from the m ore 

reliable source of the lawyers and bankers who had dealings with 

the Japanese. The method of liquidation was stock sales at low 

prices, often at cos£. But as has been pointed out the mai n reason 

why the Japanese lost money in this liquidation was because  this 

depended on foot traffic and knick-knack seekers. Much o f  the 

Japanese merchandise  was  low-grade. This could not be liauddated 

quickly. Much of the Japanese merchandise was "Made in Ja pan." 

Thisma.de it particularly ha^d to sell to the man-on-the -street 

who associated the buying of this merchandise with giving  Japan 

money to  carry on the  war,  instead of rightly associating it with 
� 

the American Japanese attempt  to obey the ruling of  the Unitied 
0 

• States Army. These combined circumstances made for a 50 to 7 0 

per cent  loss (the statements on percent vary according to the 

interest of the party) on merchandise which was liouidat ed by the 

owner himself. 

There remained, as seen by reports, one other alternative . 

This was to lock up the store or establishment, for the durat ion, 

with no attempt to liquidate. As has been seen, there are a g reat 

many cases of such loss. It is difficult to' evaluate this los s as 

against loss of money due to rapid liquidation. In the case of 

liquidation, the owner received some payment even though -less than 

he had put out previously. He however is denied any furthe r income 
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from this source. In the case of locking .up an establish ment the 

element of risk enters. The merchant receives no cash for h is 

property. He takes the added risk of depreciation. Further, there 

is the uncertainty of ever Returning to the place after the war. 

He may stand to lose everything as opposed to those who got a cash 

settlement for their stock. Or he may stand to have a futu re 

income, depending upon circumstances. Evidentally those v»ho chose 

to board up their places for the duration wieghid the risk a gainst 

the loss at liquidation and decided the loss outweighed th e risk. 

This again is a question to be answered at a later date. 

The significance of these losses can only be approximate d. It 

is clear that when an entire group of the population suffers loss 

of cash and property a group who were formerly self-supporti ng 

are now impoverished. The impovershment, furthermore, is not a 

temporary, lack of cash matter. The group has been cut off f rom 

its past source of income. With the sale of.its businesses t he 

group cannot return to this employment unless it has at it s dis-

posal the capital whith wftich to agdin build up such a bu siness. 

That this capital is lacking may be certain. The majority of 

businesses were sold at cost or below-cost meaning that no  large 

amount of liquid capital is in their hands. Furthermore, wh atever 

the amount of cash in their hands at the present time, this f und 

is bound to be greatly depleted before the group are allowed t o 

return to invest this capital. A further consideration is  whether 

granted the capital, they will be able to return to the site o f 

their former business to rebuild. The matter of goodwill an d other 

such intangible property has been completely destroyed by the war 
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and the evacuation. The amount of loss of this kind cannot be 

calculated in money but can be calculated in Reference t o income. 

A great many firms had spent years building up their reput ation 

and goodwill and their income depended on this to almost t he 
as ' 

extent th»t»-fcheip-of their merchandise. So even though t hrough 

liquidation the Japanese were able to salvage enough capi tal to 

after the  war build up a new business  they are lacking one of the 

big items which gave them their success, good will. 

The implications from an economic viewpoint are clear.  During 

the period  of  belligerency  between Japan and the United States 

these people will remain as government prisoners in gover nment 

camps•  After the war these  people must still  remain  charges  of 

the government, whether allowed to remain in self-support ing 

camps or whether forced to return to the places from  whence 

they cam©, the United  States government  wild  have to assume 

some sort of  economic responsibility.  If  the policy of  the 

government shall be to allow these people to return to thei r 

former community it seems that some very large section of  this 

group  will  be forced  to rely on  government  reliitf. Those who 

do not take government relief will have to live on their bala nces 

from pre-evacuation (if there is any left). This will r esult 

in an even greater depletion of capital. Investment opport un-

ities in he communities will be  bad  not only because of the 

usual post-war conditions but because of the community its elf with 

reference to Japanese antagonism. The problem of the gover nment 

taking care of a section of the population is not new. The ne w 

phase is that this particular section of the population has 

previously been self-supporting, never asking for governm ent 

aid. The sociological implications arising from a new e conomic 
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are manifold. Further, to be consdiered, is that around one-

half of this population are aliens. It has not bee a policy of 

the federe 1 government to offer «id to aliens of this countr y. 

If this becomes im inen t , perhaps a new type of policy will b e 
policy concerning 

formed. Speculation on post-war this gDoup is 

useless. The problem evident at this time is.that of an im-

poverished group to be taken care of. 

In the case of residential property fce owned by the Japanese, 

the procedure was to sell to  r roperty Management Companies or 

to rent them for the duration. The latter seemed the most wide -

spread. The only wish by the owners was to receive rent suff ic-

ient to cover tax^s and upkeep. Therefore rents ranged from $ 5 to 

$20 per mongth. Many takers were found among the Mexicans an d Ne-

groes. These homes so rented were in the Boyle Heights d istrict 

which is adjacent to Little Tokyo. It would seem that the Jap -

anese where possible rented their homes so that they might h ave 

something to come back to after the war. This may, if widespr ead, 

be of aid in alleviated  th±  distress among the group after the war/. 

The evacuation of Kittle Tokyo did not alone effect the Jap-

anese. Property looses were felt by all owners in that ar ea. For 

the most part the actual buildings in which the Japanese housed 

their business were leased from Caucasians. The losses to t hese 

Caucasians was great and presents a big problem in proper ty value. 

The fact that little Tokyo was completely taken over by the 

Japanese, left it a white elephant in the hands of Caucasian 

property owners after the evacuation. The property owners a nd 

their agents in order to discuss possibilities to avoid furt her 

loss met during May. Nineteen owners or their agents were present 

as well as the President of the Los Angeles Realty Board, Gl ass. 
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The first problem taken up was conerned with the taxation of prop-

erty in this distict. A committee consisting of Mr. Cameron o f the 

Union Bank and Trust Co., Mr. Dockwiiler, 

politician and lobbyist for the real estate interests of s outhern 

California, and Mr. Driscoll of the Security First National made 

a report on the problem. They suggested preparing stateme nt^ of 

the reduction in rentals received from evacuee property wh ich they would 

present to the assessor in asking for reduced assessment ne xt year. 

Some of the owners felt that they should pay no property t ax since their 

properties would very probably yield no rents for at least a year. 

The consensus was, however, that rents would probably fall f rom 

50 to 75 per cent and that therefore some tax would have to be paid. 

Policitician Dockweiler suggested lobbying in Congress f or payments 

out of the federal treasury for property owners suffering fr om the 

evacuation program. (The auto dealers are doing this.) 

President of the Losa Angeles Realty Baord, Glass reporte d that his 

orgainization was studying the problem and thought of the C hinese. 

Mexicans, and Filipinos as poiiible solutions. Negroes w ere to be 

considered undesirable. The Realty Board decided as polict y that they 

would prefer to leave places vacant before renting to ne groes, feeling 

that to do so would permanently reduce the incomes from prop erties 

in this district. 

As policy the group decided that to deep the district open it 

should attempt to keep the hotels open and engage in wide spread 

advertising campaign. A Mr. De Hale, a larpe owner, had alre ady 

hired someone to magange a hotel he owns there, even though a t al 

loss, in an effort to keep his stores and other property valu able. 

Another owner, Babcock, suggested percentahe leases or graduated 

leases to attract business. 
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The fact that rentals droped in Little Tokyo can be sub-

stantiated by cases. At 331 E. First Street are three stores  and 

s hotel which are managed by the trust department of the Un ion 

Bank and Trust Go. According to a member of this department by 

February 6 the business of the Japanese had fallen off by 7 5 per 

cent. The cafe run by Nunekayu Kimura could pay only $60 per 

month when it had previously paid $120 per month rent. The 

confectionery store run by S. Aydro had to reouest a reduc tion in 

rent of $60 per month, $110 to $50. Registration at the hot el, which 

had averaged from 50 to 60 transients per month, dropped t o only 

10 in January 1942. Because of this drop in business prior to 

evacuation Japanese were not able to meet their leases. The 

case of Brown vs. Oshiro is one in which 0 shiro did not pay 3:500 

out of $1500 still due on a lease, ^eases were cancelled ri ght 

and left when evacuation became apparent. There was little h ope 

by property owners that anything could be collected on the u n-

exipired portions. 

After evacuation, Little Tokyo was deserted. Buildings th at 

had previous y brought good rents went begging. Although no t 

much trouble was experienced by the owners of residential prop-

erty, for the Mexicans were eager to move iib. These places 

were rented at fairly good rentals immediatelt. The re ntals of 

business property fell more than 50$. Mr. F. Kadletz an 

attorney who manages property quotes property he is offeri ng for 

rent at: 

Store building across from the Tomio Go. $75, was $250 
Store at First and Central $150, was ir.250 
Yokahama Specie Bank $300, was $650 
Sumitomo Bank Was $500; now he will 

rent for anything he 
can get. 
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One company, the Real Estate  Mnagement  Go, of which S. V. 

Beach is head, controls 40 business properties in Little T oykoy 

District. In an interview Beach stated that the four hotel s over 

which he has control are almost empty and that his rents ar e down 

to zero. Further he states that he  has  been  approached twice to 

rent buildings  to prostitutes. He feels that although they pay 

four to five times as much rent  as legitimate businesses, the 

danger of closure and complete loss of rent is too great, ^e 
i 

states that  other  companies may do something along this line, in 

particular the Nanny Bros.  Co.  of which Homer Nanny is heaq?. 

Mr.  Beach also managed the Shokin Building, just off First Str eet 

on San Pedro Street. This  is one of  the many modern office buildings 

in  the  district.  Before the war it was used mainly as a  professional 

building by doctors, dentists, lawyers and- other busines s men. tfow 

the building is empty. 

The Apartment Journal for May 1942 expresses the hope of obta ining 

new tenants from among the Mexicans and Filipinos. To quo te: 

"For the duration, at least, the Japanese stores of Little Tokyo, 

representing over 2,000 fpent feet with a rental value of a bout $5 per 

front foot, will be operated by shop keepers of other nation alities. 

The restaurants, hotels, apartment, houses  and  rooming houses will 

again be opened by lessees secured by real estate and prope rty 

management companies. Soon again, the district will flouri sh. But 

during the transition period with ^100,000 i n ground, floor rentals 

vancat and $  10,000,000 in real estate to administer what a 

headache 1." 

The problem  of property  utilization on such  a large scale 

is being met  by  advertisemnet by the managers. The hope is to 

rent to other races and nationalities. The p* fact that the 
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property is situated in such an undesirable district nex t to 

the skid-rov? of Main Street makes ifc probable that this dis trict 

too will be enveloped by the low-class establishments alr eady flour 

ishing nearby.  x he property owners will naturally fight this. 

In order to maintain rental value they are fighting the ne groes 

entance into the district and will fight the prostitutes a nd bars 

along with it". 

Obviously, in the line of real estate the Caucasians lost mor e 

by the evacuation than did the Japanese. The Japanese big lo ss 

occurred in the liauidation of stocks. This loss by the Japanese 

may well be said to represent a more far-reaching scale in t hat 

it cuts off a future source of income. In the case of real est ate 

losses, which is mainly represented by decrease in rental s, the 

loss is of a more temporary character and in time will pr obably 

be made up in the rental to other persons 1 

In regard to property disposal during the evacuation, seve ral 

rumors appeared of which many were entirely unfounded or el se 

were founded on material completely apart from the evacuati on. 

One "rumor" concerns bank deposits of which it was heard t hat they 

had increased considerably in the Los Angeles  Ci t y banks. However 

j. M. Williams, Vice President of the Bank of America, Long Beach 

branfeh when interviewed said that bank deposits of the Jap anese 

in the bank had declined to almost nothing and he suspected 

hoarding. Whether or not hoarding was prevalent or whethe r bank 

balances rose with liquidation is not known.  I t  is entirely 

plausible that the alternatives may yhave been decided up on in 

an entirely individualistic manner and thereby have no re levency 

to the evacuation. 
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It seems apparent that in many instances the money was used to 

pay off mortages on resident property. In an interview with E. 

H. Sink of the Loan Department of the California Bank whic h holds 

mortgages on resident property of the Japanese it was lear ned that 
\ 

this bank sent letters to all Japanese debtors as soon as w ar was 

declared, asking them to come in and discuss their loans. Arrange-

ments were made at this time for property managers to take over as 

soon as evacuation occurred. As a result of this policy t he bank 

had not been forced to foreclose on any of the evacuees. Fu rther, 

Sink stated that ''several of the Japanese came in voluntari ly and 

paid off the balance of their loans". The indication is sl ight but 

present that the Japanese did lower their bank balances or u se 

their cash from liquidation in paying up personal property mort-

gages. It may be that the rumor that bank balances increased h ad 

foundation in general but their is an indication that this w as 

not the whole case of Japanese disposal of cash. 

A further rumor which was proved unfounded. The above ment ioned, 

V. S. Beach a property owner and manager in Little Tokyo tol d our 

interviewer that all fire insurance was cancled on Japa nese owned 

or operated establishments as soon as it became known that e vac-

uation would occur. (This was too late to prevent some incend iarism) 

Beach said that this probably explains why only $12,000 ins urance 

was being carried on the Budhist temple where goods stored are worth 

over $40,000. (Beach saying they can(t 'get any more than  this amount) 

Later, this story was checked with the Board of Fire Under wirters of 

the Pacific who said that the above statement was false. Th e board 

had no knowledge of a general policy of cancellation, altho ugh 

certain companies are doing so, but others are writing new p olicies. 
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Wo charges of incentiarism had come to the attentionof the bo ard. 

Further, Chief Underwirter for the Glens Palls Insurance Go . / 

stated that this company had not heard of any cancellations. 

Although, none of the companies will wirte new insurance o n 

Japanese owned cars even though the requests for it had in-

creased . 

Another rumor proved to have foundation but not in the evac-

uation procedure itself. It was claimed that many of the acc ounts 

of the Japanese were attached by the Board of iioua lizati on because 

sales tax payments had not been high/ enough. According to T om 

^ewley, Attorney of Whittier and J. Marion Wright,, Attor ney of 

the Japanese in Los Angeles legitimate claims were made b y th e 

State Board of Equalization but this was cleared up long befo re 

evacuation and was not in any way connected with the evacuati on. 

Although none of these rumors are malicious they indicate 

a part of the hysteria among the people dealing with the Japa n-

ese evacuation, as well as among the Japanese themeselves. In 

crises the building up of a story is the usual phenomenon. I n 

Los Angeles it is apparent this occurred. The companies th at 

may have cancelled a fire-insurance! policy were magnifie d until 

the rumor ran that all fire-insurance had been cancelled. The 

story of legitimate sales tax claims was heard and connec ted with 

the evacuation and later was magnified to be spread as a s tory 

of the state attaching Japanese accounts during the evacu ation. 

Many more rumors of this type existed but will not be recorded . 

An interesting economic fact concerning (hand utlization arose 

out of the evacuation of Little Tokyo. Clyde C. Shoemaker, A ssis-

tant District Attorney of Los Angeles County is leading a gr oi.p 

in an attempt to claim a very lar^e quantity of land and oth er 
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real property for the state under escheat under the Alie n ^snd 

Act. The group has gathered evidence to prove that this la nd was 

not legally held. A larpt-scalt map of Los Angeles County w hich 

is in the Assessor's Office, John Quinn shows all of the prope rty 

owned or operated by the Japanese. This was prepared by Rya n 

Shoemaker, County Surveyor and was used by the War; Depa rtment. 

It is also in the hands of Attorney-General, Earl Warren, one of 

leaders of the group in attempting to claim land for the stat e. 

Cases on this violation are to be tried in Los Angeles. J. 

Marion ""right, an attorney for many years of the Japanese wi ll 

defend some of these cases. He claims that very few cases il l 

be won by the District Attorney's office because: 

1. The statute of limitations was run on the criminal side. 
• On the escheat, or civil side: 

a. Many of the principals «nd witnesses» are dead.' 
b. Japanese cannot be forced to testify unless granted 

immunity from criminal p rosecu t ionvery few .judges 
would grant this. 

c. Japanese cannot be brought out of centers to court. 
d. Liabilities (mortgages especially) attached to many 

Japanese properties so their escheat to state would 
give the state a greater liability than asset. 

e. Conspiracy to circumvent the act must have been cont-
inuous or statute of limitations would have run on civil 

f. Morgage companies and banks will fight the state becaus e 

of their fear of losing if it is taken by state, 
g. Preponderance of evidence has to demonstate conspirac y. 

These in Wright s opinion are enough reasons for the defeat o f 

the group. If they win cases the amount in value will be small . 

Dockweiler as politician for the Real Estate interests will  attempt 

to squelch the cases. 

The attempt to claim land for the state is not new in Calif-

ornia. For a long time it has been known that the Alien Land 

Ac t was dead due to the Japanese legally acting as guardians for 

their children, who may own land. What the outcome of the sui ts wil 
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be in some way determines the future value of the property . The 

owners of the property in Little Tokyo who are Caucasian s eem to 

be thinking in terms of future utilization along the same li nes as 

in the past, except with a new section of the population. If part 

or the land and proper ty is taken otoer by the s U t e the use may 

have a great bearing on its value for the Caucasians. They m ay 

not want to take the risk of ls&ing by this procedure and so a re 

to fight the suits. Again some of them may feel that the sta te 

utilization of the prpperty may increase the value and so wi ll be 

in accord with the suits going on. The outcome is as yet un certain. 

t 



FRELXMIHABY REPORT OF THK NATTTHE ABD THE RESULTS OF THE STUDY 
IN SOUTHERH CAUFQHBIA OF "THE MECHANISM AID COHSEQtJ&HCES OF THE 
WARZXM8 CIVIL!AH CCRTHOh PROGRAM FOB TEE EVACUATION AHD HE-

SziTTLHMEHT OF C£R3?AIB CLASSES OF THE POHfX^TIOS" 

©3® title of this research project Indicates at least 

one division in the nature of the problems which it la the pu rpose 

of this study to investigate. Thus, a very clear distincti on 

can be mad© between the study of evacuation itself and re-

settlement. However, one is forced to face the fact that oth er 

broad divisions exist, some within on© or th© other of th© 

above categories, and some cutting through them. Of the for mer, 

the distinction between evacuation  from  rural and from urban 

areas is vital as is the distinction between voluntary and 

compulsory evacuation. The latter might be exemplified by  th© 

differentiation and separate study of the functions of th e 

various governmental agencies Involved in the evacuatio n and 

resettlement program. Aithin each category fall many k inds 

of problems, - economic, political, legal and administrat ive. 

However, their complex inter-relationships preclude thei r 

separate study and require consideration aa a -roup. 

It is probably fortunate that to the present tim© no 

comprehensive tentative plan for this study has been mad© . Th© 

reason for this is that the speed  of  the evacuation has mad© 

necessary th© collection of a large mass of data which is l ikely 

to be unavailable at any future time. This data has not been 

separated in any logical way, ncr has any attempt been mad© t o 

find th© answers to any particular kinds of problems. The fact 

that the Japanese themselves were rapidly being moved to 
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centers «here they aro bard to contact, that government ag ents 

were constantly being moved about, and that few records of 

property transfers were made by Japanese, all meant that s peed 

was the fundamental consideration. Therefore everything which might 

possibly prove useful to us was recorded. It is now necessa ry, 

however, to construct a plan so that data already collecte d can 

be logically organised ana further research be facilitated . 

The nature of the evacuation required, therefore, 

interviews with  Japanese,  government officers, and other interested 

parties» From these, many rumors  and so me facts  we ¿.-a  ascertained, 

with further interview» designed to resolve rumors to facta . Much 

of the secondary data collected required further researc h Tor 

verification. Especially was this found to be true in the cas e 

of statements made by Federal Reserve Bank, Fans Security 

Administration, and Federal Security Agency employees. 

From the facts collected so far certain very tentative 

conclusions may be drawn concerning the following problems : 

(a) fhe efficiency of the various governmental or 

quasi-^ovoroaental agencies involved, and reasons for dif ferentials 

in efficiency, I.e. the F.3.A. seems to have done a much bu tter 

job in protecting the interests of the Japanese than has the 

Federal Reserve Bank. This seems to be due to differences In 

quality of personnel, the semi-governmental status of the Federal 

Reserve, m d the absence in the case of the Federal Reserve of a 

"ready-made" organisation, 

(b) Japanese property losses. Absolute losses and 

differential losses as between different areas, different types 



of property, and different businesses, i.e. heaviest losse s seem 

to be  in the earliest areas evacuated. Lossus sustained  on 

tangible personal property were greater than  on real property,  as 

were those  on urban as opposed to rural businesses. 

(o) Problems faced by businesses and by individuals 

(excluding Japanese) due to evacuation. These are  of exceeding 

importance and must  make up an essential part  of this study. 

Businesses, ©specially farmers, are faced with a serious labor 

shortage in the Los Angeles area. Individuals owning proper ty 

formerly tenanted by Japanese now find rentals failing. Ci vil 

suits have  been started to collect rentals on unexpired leases. 

Powers  of the Federal Reserve will undoubtedly be tested in 

court. 

(d) Changes which must occur in the everyday life 

of consumers due to the change in the relative quantities of 

crops. It seems certain, for example, that the growing of 

berries, lettuce, spinach, celery, and onions will rapidly 

diminish, while the raising of certain field crops, i.e. to matoes, 

hay, grain, will increase. Relative prices will thus tend t o 

change. 

(e) The eventual resettlement of the Japanese, Though 

at present this is somewhat problematical, it will also pr esent 

problems which  may be brought to light by this study, i.e. 

certain groups favor the return of the Japanese. Among the se 

are the landowners, who can exact a higher rent from Japanes e 

than from any other group because labor costs to the Japane se 
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are negligible as compared with costs of others in the. same 

business. Whites who fear competition by Japanese will oppo se 

their return- The economic activities of the area in which th e 

Japanese are located for the duration may determine whether or 

not the Japanese will be encouraged to stay. The breakin g of 

the Japanese control in the  X*lower and produce market here is 

likely to mean that many Japanese farmers won't desire to 

return, 

$h© facts upon which these conclusions are based are 

as yet far too few to justify anything but the most tentati ve 

report. Their value will be much greater in orienting furthe r 

research than in formulating the conclusions to be drawn f rom 

this project.  Prow,  the nature of the data, collected I would 

expect that the value of the study is likely to be very great 

in the fields of public admlnis  tration,  econos&os and 

sociology. I am poa&iv® that any attempt to separate thes e 

fields in the research program would prove disastrous, for no 

individual can confine himself to one field without by-pas sing 

much that Is important to tho others. Separation would thu s 

involve such duplication of effort as to endanger comprehen siveness. 

Philip Neff. 

Los Angeles, California 

June l f  1942, 



The Functions of the FSA in the Japanese Evacuation 

This material was gathered by working during an evacuatio n 

with FSA crews. 

When an evacuation of an area takes place the  FSA 

is supposed to see that farm proper y is taken care of and 

that a minimum of loss is incurred. To do this the FSA, 

when it first learned it was to be one of the -overment 

agencies connected with the evacuation, sends out what ar e 

called its field agents. These field agents (regular) ar e 

not new men hired for the evacuation, but for the most part 

are ment from the various grant offices of the  FSA who have 

worked an that area. However, because of the speed and the 

magnitude of the task the  FSA hired many Specail field agents 

to do the same work as the re ular field agnets. The job of 

the field agent began with the first proclamation of evac-

uation, supposedly. However, because of the slow proces s of 

setting up this method, one firids that in the first place s 

evacuated there was very little work done by the  FSA but as 

the evacuation went on things began to be worked out and the 

job was done very well indeed. The field agent went ifato h is 

defined area (and ordinarilly this was not too large for h im 

to handle) and mapped the area. On this map he placed every 

Japanese farm. Then he interviewed every one of these Jap-

anese farmers. He asked them what they had done in the way 

of arranging for disposal of the property. If they, had done 

something it was his duty to find out with whom the agreemen t 

was and what the terms were. If nothing had been done it was 

his duty to find someone who would become the substitute ope rator 



of the farm» This was done by contacting local banks, 

real estate dealers, and individuals. These individua ls 

also were told of the FSA method of financing the taking 

over of these farms The financial side went like this; 

When the field agent interviewed tha farmer he asked the 

assessed value of the land, if this was unknown he did the 

assessing (on the basis of former criteria). He also assess-

ed all machinery on the farm. (Nov/ sone of the regular field 

agents had no trouble doing this but as can readily be seen 

a newcomeE might have trouble if called upon tfe assess a 

number of farms and their machinery ana this is.why var-

ious localities were poorly done and others well finished 

by the FSA) Taking this assessed value figure (he may use 

one by the county assessor if it is reasonable and accepta ble) 

he sought a buyer or manager or operator for the to-be 

evacuated farm. If he found a prospect this was the method 

of handling: The PSA agent took the prospective buyer t o the 

Japanese seller, and he acted as umpire—-using the value 

figure to settle terms. If the buyer could not buy and wante d 

to the PSA agent had the right to apply to the grant office 

for a loan for him, this loan to cover both land and machiner y 

if wanted. (One farmer from King County told me this was a 

terrible lie that a farmer had to prove he had enough mach-

inery to farm the land before the field agent would get him 

a loan. I don't doubt that many farmers ran into trouble. I 

know that there were a great many Idaho PSA men brought in 

as Specail field agents who knew nothing about California 

agriculture and most of the beefs I've heard center around 

these ment who knew nothing—accord^«,» j. > iri g to the farmer  • » 



To go on, the field agent did the best he could in 

arranging for the disposal of Japanese lands. He had ab-

solutely no power to force terms on either parties. How-

ever, the FSA by some means of which I know little found out 

that it could, if necessary freeze property in which the t erms 

were outrageous to the Japanese and no other buyer was avai l-

able. I have heard of only two cases during the evacuation 

where this powere was used. The reason it was not used was 

because the Regional Director told the field agents to go 

easy on this and if necessary threaten freezing« They did 

not want to run the risk of a consitutional violation. In 

one case that of an Italian buyer, who offered very bad 

terms and the Japanese before he knew of the FSA was about 

to take them. When the field agent moved into the territory 

he heard of this and after much arguing found he could do 

nothing with the buyer. He threatened freezing the prop erty. 

Both parties came to good terms and the case, was closed. In 

one other case the party concerned was not easlily scared and 

refused to be talked into better terms. The Agenis froze th e 

property. This case is hearsay from a fild agent and I den 

not know if it is true nor where it occurred. 

After all the work was done by the field agent he made 

up a ca d file of the Japanese farms name, address, no. of 

acres, deal complete or not, and if complete the name of the 

subsitute and the terms of the agreement. When the evacua tion 

order came for this territiory the FSA sent into the civil 

control station its evacuation crew. The crew consisted of 

a manager hired especially- for this job and a number of 

assistants depending upon the farms to be taken care of. 
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The crew saw all people going through the station and reg-

istering who were farmers.- When a man came up to the PSA 

desk in the station he was asked his name and the PSA person 

went through the card catalogue provided by the Field a gent 

in that territory. From that card he could tell how the 

farm stood up to the time the evacuation order came  out.  He 

asked the farmer if any more things had happened. If the dea l 

were completed before then the FSA record was taken and th at 

was all.  If the deal was still pending the Field Agent took 

the man over and arranged with him the last details. (I might 

say that in the places I've been when the Crew moved in there 

were very few cases in which the deal was incomplete. If it 

was incomplete the Agent knew all about it and could tell whe n 

it would be completed.) The field agent sat with t :  e crew 

most of the time to give first hand information or he woul d 

go into the countrt looking for "lost" farmers. Sometimes, 

it would happen that two or three farmers would have gone 

through the control station without having been routed to 

the FSA by the social workers. If this happened there was 

nothing to do but for the field agent and crew manager to 

drive out to the farm and get the record for the crew and 

okay the rest of the  deal.  (In Merced there were six such 

cases, in Fresno  none.) 

After a complete record was taken and all deals closed 

that were possible the Crew manager made up a disposal 

report which he phoned into the FSA main office.  Later, 

he and the Field Agent wrote up a complete report of the 

area which was mailed  in.  This all took several days after 

the evacuation was acutually over. 'Then the crew moved  on. 
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Comments on the Japanese Situation in California Agricul ture 

It is detrimental to the national welfare to continue with t he present 

relaxed regulations which guide Japanese Nationals. 

It is generally agreed that the Japanese in agriculture s hould be kept 

producing, However, complications will prevent their car rying on in such a 

way as to achieve usual peace time production. 

Among these complications arei 

1. Japanese Nationals should have their activities limite d due 
to the possibility of operations inimical to our welfare• 

2. American Japanese should have their activities limited —first 
because some of them are believed to be loyal to Japan; secon d, 
because they have not been socially assimilated and stil l 
naturally have an oriental point of view and, third, becaus e 
there will be an increasing temptation to work agains t the 
United States as Japan wins the early phases of the war and 
there appear to be opportunities for recognition by the Jap a-
nese government for the carrying on of operations against. 
Possible rewards in a conquered America might encourage 
sabotage and other forms of activity. 

It is known that the Japanese—both Nationals end American-b om—are 

bound together in a Japanese organization. Until America n-born prove that 

they are loyal to us, they should be viewed with some suspicio n. It is recog-

nized that some Japanese possibly should be moved out of th e military areas 

in southern California and the coastal areas which are no w and always have 

been looked upon by the Japanese as desirable locations for t hose working 

against this country. 

It can be anticipated that violence against all Japanese wi ll increase. 

It can be anticipated that Philippine« will not return to w ork for the Japanese 

unless their leaders tell them to do so and unless they are ass ured that to do 

so is in the interest of the United States. The following pro cedure is suggested» 
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In each of eight areas in which Japanese fanners are importan t, there 

shall be organized under the direction of the U. S. Distric t Attorney an 

Alien Custodian Committee composed of representatives o f the District Attor-

ney^ office, the sheriff's office, and representatives o f the County Boards 

of Supervisors. This group shall act in such a way and in coope ration with 

such other federal, state, and county officials so as to: 

1. Encourage the incarceration of enemy aliens. 

2. Encourage the continued production of food by American- born 
Japanese. 

3. Provide adequate protection for those who request it. 

4.. Follow closely the movements and operations of all Ja panese 
within their districts. 

5. Encourage Americans to continue leasing operations to Japanese 
Americans who are living on and operating farms themse lves. 

Other activities for other groups or organizations—FBI , Army, etc.: 

1. A complete and thorough disorganization of the Japanese 
Central Association and all its branches. 

2. A decision before planting season regarding the moveme nt of 
Japanese from the defense areas. 

3. Explanation of the situation to the Philippine Commiss ioner 
and other Philippine leaders. 

A. Adjustments in the Treasury regulations definitely rest ricting 
the activity of Nationals and providing for a surveillance of 
their activities by the District Custodian Committees. 

5. Investigation and prosecution of violators of the alie n land 
law. 

B.L.Smith 
Farm Credit Administration 
January 6, 194-2 



Mike Masaoka to Senator Abe Murdock (Utah), Dec. 13 1941 

page 2: "The Federal Reserve Bank iof San Francisco, Fo reign Funds 
Control circular No. 189, issued Dec. 9, 1941, states that" It is 
desirable that applications relating to perishable comm odities and 
transactions which are necessary for the protection of p roperty interests 
of citizens of the United States be giiren priority." Und er this ruling, 
it would seem that American citizens of Japanese ancestiy wh o are engaged 
in Agriculture or in retail ¿roduee selling business shoul d have been 
given immediate^ permission to carry on tkxgx their busines ses. When this 
order first cam® out the Federal Reserve* Bank officials re fused to grant 
such applications for licenses for a long time, contendin g they must await 
further clarification from Washington." Need for authori ty in San Francisco 
to interpret circulars. 

A considerable number of American citizens of Japanese anc estry are engaged 
in the flower business. When flowers are inbloom, it is nec essary that they 
be picked and sold immediatley. It seems to me that the ver y nature of these 
flowers make them perishable goods which come under the abov e circular, but 
to date the F.R.B. officials have refused to grant licenses f or their sales. 

Uhder the order of the Secretary of the Treasury., blocking t he finances and 
tunas or all Japanese, we find great hardships are being wo rked  sm±  upon 
parents of American Citizens of Japanese ancestry, many of whom are too 
young to have any part in the support of their respective fam ilies. W e f i n d 
I or Mgcx-jscrfe example, that many employers cannot and w ill not pay Japanese ' 
employees, whether they are citizens of the U.S. or not, t heir 1awlul wages 
or salaries for services or work actually done, alleging t hat by so do imp 
T a r C  i n g a b e t t i n S t h e  Cases where American citizens of 
«nSh?? +n a ?«S r iv l

h a V e r e c e i v e d c h e c k s f o r  salaries or wages and have been 
K i L i V ? ^ ?  n u m e r o u s -  T h e  same is true of checks issued to 
Japanese Nationals. This means that many of our peoplemu st either rely on 
Government relief, which is very unusual for them in the light of past 
history, ot statve, for no longer may those who need help ap ply fo their 

£nif£ b0r f $ r h ? l p V A 1 1 a r e  suffering. Moreover while the  sL" of ¿ 0 0 per 
month per family whieh is permitted to be withdrawn text ks from the banks 
is deeply appreciated,the amount is not sufficient to pa y the living expense 
trernendous1v tn  f ° r t h « C O s t  2 f f o o d > Nothing, housing have inc?fased 
a u t o ^ b ^ ^ y , b o n ^ a L n 0 t h i n g 0 f  attempting to meet payments on homes, 

Vhousehold appliances, insurance and other goods. It is al so 
interesting to note that in cases where the fmhds ±ax of a  company Ire kent 
in common account that the total sum which the entire compLy m a y ^ t a K 
only $100. This means that should the head of a firm with draw his S o o he  r 
numb ers^ndthe*  size  ^ ^ e ^ O among his partners, regardL^Vof thSif? 
on^these people  r f a m i l * e s > T h i s w o r k a  tremendous hardships 

There are many stores, shopsip and other small businessess  which are 
domestically owned and operated. They have no connection w hatever in Japan. 
All of these concerns have been padlocked by the governme nt even tt the as 
owners were American citizens on the grounds that some sub jects of Japan 
had flirect or indirect interest in the busineee. This closing of these 
establishments has created a tremendous problem hereabout s. It is our 
suggestion that fohese companies be permitted to continue to do t heir busines 
n? I ™  S f n C b a S i f  a S b e f o r e t h e  declaration of war when they had a special 

l l t f n t - 0 n t h C i r b u s i n e s s - It has been called to ou? 
attention that Sraafeix German and Italian concerns, at this writing are 
permitted to operate but Japanese concern are not. writin g, are 



A serious unemplyment problem confronts the Japanese Amer icans today. If he 
had been working for a Japanese concern, he has lost his job because that 
concern is now padlocked. If he had been working for a Caucas ian concern, 
he has lost his position because of the present war. 

Once again referring to unpaid balances on homes, au±omibbi les, insurance 
policies, household appliances etc.., is my belief that due to the fact 
that sufficient funds are no longer available to meet all paymeents that 
these peoples will lose all rights in their partially paid for properties . 
This is obviously unfair, and so,some suggestions have b een made that the 
government make some provision covering such cases. A  moratorium on all 
Japanese payments might be a solution. 

Many of our people are being tmrmed out of their homes becau se they are 
unable to meet the immediate demands for rents. This is creat ing a 
difficult housing problem. 

Under the present interpretation, even doctors, dentists , optometrists and 
otte r professional menhave had their offices closed on the g ro nds that they 
have no such rights under the Enemy Trading Act ... It is most i mportant 
that immediate steps be taken to permit the above mentioned  professional 
men engaged in looking after the haelth of the community b e permitted to 
continue. their practice. 



Letter to Helen from Mike's wife Janu ary 8 1942 

On the whole the consequences in the rural arear appear to be very slight 
except in fww localities such as Stockton and Salinas. 

Domestic serviee seems to have been greatly affected thoug h we hear of 
instances of local employers who have been more than kind t o their 
employees following the invocation of the war. Mike says the local cut has 
been  50%.  But my sis still has her |ob in Bel-Air and the Episcopal 
minister here in S P sought a nisei girl for his home. 

Credit is supposed to have been restricted but when we iiied x tried it out 
here with one of the downtown stores, they accepted the cred it account as 
usual. Which means the FMCA is following a business as usu al policy. 

Japanese stores here in SF and LA appear to be severely affe cted by the war 
Not only by the suspension of business by the Treasury De pt but from the 
refusal of Caucasian*  J S S C K S K I S patrons to c ntinue business and the lank of 
funds within the Jaismese community. In one case here, one of the downtown 
stores actually had^goods returhed to it by irate custom ers. Here the 
cleaning establishments are among the hardewt hit, espe cially in the areas 
where they are isolated from the Japanese comi'unity. All report that busmes 
has fallen terrifically and we have casée where want to sell out. 

In Portland, Oregpn, we have the report that $he city counci l there passed 
on January 2, a city ordinance refusing to issue permits for running 
business to enemy aliens. That's about the mest severe case. 

Truck Farmers are facing iktsxmHSt all kinf of trouble but the situation 
down near Salinas seems at the moment t  <  be most volatile, varm groups 
the^e are reportedly ganging up onthe Japanese to freeze them out of play 
We are waiting for more spircitfic reports from that area. M ike plans to 
meèt them Tuesday or Wédnaday on his way home from LA. 

We are also dealing with the problem of transporting the c rops as the 
Japanese, bpth citizen and aliens have encountered insurna ce difficulties 
for their trucks. And tàthoulr insurance they cannot gat a p ermit from the 
stfcte railroad commission to operate the trucks. Truck i ng agpasxasx 
appwars to be a specialized business so that we are trying t o ameliorate 
this matter as soon as possible. 



Mike Mamioka to Henderson, Dec. 26 1942 

Changes caused in the  fira?ilyni8H±  employment, business, and other status 
of the Isseis, Kibeis and Niseis, Dec, 12 to Dec 26:  Ijj.  the agric. diistrics 
where it is off-season, there has been little change no$e d in the economi 
situation, but great changes have been noted in the cities. T he maax most 
pressing problems which seem to be confrontingthe agricul turists are (a) 
financing their year's program, (b:) the lack of farm worker s especially 
in view of the fa£s fact that the Filipinos have already go ne on record 
as being unwilling to work for Japanese employers regardle ss of whether they 
are citizens oi not, (c) the pussibilities of losing their markets a nd 
outlets for sellingtheir prodtce because of the fact that they are Japanese 
and (d) the possibilities that they maylose their leases on their farms by 
virtue of the fact that war conditions have made ik sbbx  these particular 
lahds  ra^ssBrakirmasHaiigcxrayissxKakiKx  unusually desirable to other groups 
of factors. In the cities and the larger districts, where th e Japanese are 
engaged in other activities, we find a tragic situation. E ven among the 
Japanese concerns which Bafefcaacxxx cater to the Japanes e people themselves 
we find practically iio business being done for the simp le reason that the 
community itself is so worried about the future and is tr ying to save all 
sum£tha$ may have for possible future emergencies. In othe r busineses 
suirh as cleaning, laundering, retail selling, etc.. wftic h cater to 
Caueasian trade, we note: that they are dming very little bu siness because 
they happen to be Japanese, and the public seems to fear t hat when they 
buy from a Japanese here they are helping the Imperial Japan ese Army. Be 
find that most Japanese nationals have lost their jobs in many fields., while 
most Japanese Americans have been let out of positions in  which they come 
in contact with the public. Even the domestic workers have suffered. The 
possibilities of finding new jobs are becoming increasing ly dif icult and 
even the civil service seems to bei less inclined to appoin t Japanese 
Americans than ever before. The entire economic situation confronting the 
various Japanese community is one of chaps and confusion. 

List all economic and other needs of your local Japanese com munity: 
Needs: matter of opening specially licensed businesses, 
task of attempting to  XHS£"HES ETAXLSMSXA find new jobs, 
the difficulty in attempting to induce customers to buy fr om various 
business establishment. 
difficulty of family whose haad has been interned. 
the travel restrictions w&ieh prohibit Japanese national s from public 
conveyances even with proper credentials. 
the matter of transferring property from Japanese national to citizens, 
the cancellation of public liability and property damage a s well as casualty 
insurance on automobiles. 
the loss of property caused by the fact that they are not ab le to pay in 
full all remaining installments payments on conditional sa les contract. 
ibcRxiaas pfx^opRK^xKaTasff̂ xbyxklisxfaEixttiatxlbtK yxaKaxHHtxakiK 
the tw?mendous rise in the cost ofi living. 
the technical legal frictions by which most Japanese Americ ans and Jiatioaioi 
Japanese are excluded from the terms of social security . 

In Seattle problem of Japanese truckers losing their insura nce and thereby 
being deprived of the chance is fur a livelihood as well as t heir inability 
to obtain union approval or membership. 



Mike Masuoka to Mrs, Reah Weddling, Sec. Committee on Immigr ant 
Service Agency, Family Welfare Counsil, Community Chest o f San Farncisco 
January 6, 1942. 

Business! While most of the Japanese shops, stores and busi uaess establishme 
have  H J & R H K & R opened after being closed by the gmvern., we find that it i s 
almost impossible for these stores to continue operations b ecause of the 
fact that the public will not patronize them. Reports fro m various sections 
of San Farncisco indicate that some business have fallen o ff 90$ in 
comparison to the same pek M period last year, while mist pf the stores 
estimate their loss at about 50$. We are daily confronted with the at 
questioh as to whether it would be better from a long-time p oint of viww 
to lî uidiate immediately or to try to struggle on £x® for t he time being 

Insurance: Practically all insurance companies have cance lled their fire 
and property damage insurance policies on all real proper ty owned or leased 
by Japanese citizens or not. No caHU&lty company will unde rwrite Japanes; 
nationals on their automobiles. A few of the "board" compan ies will write 
American citizens but they ±ns±ssix insist upon a"mark-m p" or"write-up" 
of some 50$ to 100$,on the premium. We find that life insur ance co. will 
nof permit Japanese nationals to be beneficiary of any pol icy.... 
Most tragic is .problem of trucks.. Fleet of trucks msed to haul farm product 
The C aiif. Railroad Commission which contracts with these truck ing groups 
for the hauling of produce is prohibited by law from grantin g these 
EHHtxatstax contraats to any person who cannot show proof o f insurance 
coverage on his truck. At the present writing, as far as we ca n assex 
ascertain, no company will write these trucks... hence ha rdships and waste. 
Calif, State Commissioner of Insurance ami suggested the p ossibility of 
an "assigned risk pool" in which the companies would divid e the varixras 
Japanese riaks who are legitimately entitled to insurance. 



Report on FSA activities June 19, 1942 VG 

In their San Francisco office the FSA has two kinds of report s on 

the Japanese evacuation. One, a statistical report per pers on (WFA-30) 

on farm tenure, disposal, crop etc. Along with this form th ere is a 

resume form sent in by the Evacuation Crew Manager from e ach region. 

This form (WFA-31) is "but a list of the people handled "by  the FSA with 

data on disposal and sub-operator. Two, a narrative report written in 

the field by the Crew Manager after the evacuation of the spe cific area 

is completed. This feport of course varies with the person s ending it 

in. It may be only a resume written about the disposal etc., o r it may 

be a long report on cases of disposal and attitudes. It depen ds mostly 

on the interests of the Manager, .his intelligence, and the time he took 

to write it. Besides these two reports, at the end of employm ent of the 

crew Manager he is asked to write out a narrative description of his 

observations during his work. This report is usually long a nd contains 

material on attitudes, pressure groups, political han dlings etc. Again, 

it depends on the person writing it. These reports are all in the main 

office, 

'Besides this material there are case reports in the vario us Fidld 

Agent's office, which I do not believe have been turned in. Often these 

case reports are just for the use of the field agent to follow a case 

through. He uses them in his attempts to get sub-operator s, loans etc. 

They contain opinions, attitudes, etc. As far as I know the  only way to 

obtain these data is through the various FSA field offices . The indic-

ation is that the main office is not interested in indiv idual cases, but 

just on how thoroughly the job was done statistical evide nse (which may 

be somewhat colored due to. this). However, the man who has worked on the 

area for many weeks prior to evacuation knows individuals an d the probl-

ems concerning agricultural evacuation. One of these men w ith whom we 
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have a direct contact is Wayne Phelps, Field Agent in Sacram ento (1330 

J Street). Another direct contact is Ed File, Field Agent i n Merced. 

In the new evacuation area, military zone no. 2, three FSA fie ld agents 

are now at work, finishing up the disposals efcc, prior to ev acuation. 

These people who are in Reedley now are: Mr. and Mrs. White an d Mr. KeenQ 

three very intelligent people. 

Scardigli who was Evacuation Crew Manager in the Sacramen to evacuation 

told me that in Florin and Elkgrove the white operators too k over, in 

most cases, three, four, or more of the Japanese farms. This indicates 

a larger concentration of land (Factories in the Field). A lso in this 

area many of the people taking over the land got it for les s than the 

FSA assessed value. In a few cases the Japanese merely sold hi s crop 

to the white operator and relinquished his equity. A staa nge thing about 

the delta land was its division into two types of disposal. I n the 

Iselton area there seemed to "be more corporation disposa ls especially 

to California Lands, while in the Elkgrove area the individu als taking 

over were less financially secure and received more FSA lo ans. These 

people in several cases came from outside the area to "buy land there "be-

cause they had missed out on the land in previously evacua ted areas. One 

man came from Marysville to take over a farm in Sacramento s aying he 

couldn't get one up there because they had "been grabbed  up so fast. 

I learned that the only actual use made of the freezing pow er by 

the FSA was in Los Angeles (there may be others not known to me yet). 

This case concerned a nursery assessed by the FSA at $50 ,000. Mr. 

Richard Hamilton the District Field agent in L.A. heard thata sub-

operator had offered the Japanese but $5000 for the nursery. He went 

out and told the Japanese not to sell and tried to deal with t he white. 

Meanwhile the FBI came around to the nursery and told the Jap anese that 



he would have to get rid of all the crates $slats) in his yard be cause 

they could "be used to "build a &ig fire to direct enemy air craft. The J. 

"became quite panicy. Then the Mii Naval Intelligence step ped in and said 

he would have to vacate immediately "because of proximity t o some sort of 

military equipment (I don't know the details on this). The ma n was by 

that time ready to abandon his place entirely since he thou ght the FSA 

had wrecked his $5000 deal. Because the FSA had to act fast M r. Hamilton 

froze the property immediately. The Japanese was later e vacuated. For 

many weeks (I think a month and a half) the FSA had to take inve ntory of 

the nursery and run it. It was a terrible headache for them , I understand. 

This is one of the reasons they do not free z e unless absolutely necessay 

since they have no way of running such things. Later arrangem ents were 

made to turn it over to a sub-operator at assessed value. T he report of 

this case is written up by Mr. Hamilton and is (I hear) on th e desk of 

Mr. Richard at 707 So. Spring st. L.A. (I believe Phil Neff  mentioned 

going out to this nursery with Mr. Hamilton.) We shall have no trouble 

in getting this complete report. 

It is suggested that we get comp ete files from the FSA field agents. 

In doing this we shall, of course, have to make arrangement s for typing 

and returning. I suggest a selected agricul. aample Emperi al Valleey, 

Los Angeles County, San Juoquin Valeey, and Sacramento val ley. Tnis -

sample would cover all the important agricultural areas i n Calif. 
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WAR MANPOP.&R COMMISSI OI 

Washington, D. C 

Dear Senator Kenny: 

Thank you for your most interesting and informative lette r 
of July 18, 1942, in which you set forth the views of the Inter im 
Committee on Economic Planning of the California Senate on the 
farm labor problem in California. I sincerely appreciate yo ur 
committee's efforts in analyzing the situation, making con structive 
criticisms, and suggesting an alternate plan for handling  the problem. 

The Farm Placement Service is administratively and functio nally 
responsible to the Director of the United States Employme nt Service, 
and operates as a separate section under his direction. Its f unctions 
in the field, however, are not divorced from local employm ent office 
functions. Integration of the Farm Placement Service wi th local 
employment office functions gives farmers and farm worke rs the advantage 
of being served by the entire staff of a local employment offi ce rather 
than by a single farm placement representative. To assure a full 
functioning service, each local office of the United States  Employment 
Service has at least one individual whose primary respons ibility is 
that of farm placement officer. This person is held respons ible to 
his supervising officials for the proper planning, coordin ation, and 
discharge of responsibilities to agricultural workers and employers 
in the area served by that office. In addition, an adminis trative 
staff member in each State Headquarters office of the Unite d States 
Employment Service has a farm placement representative whose responsibil-
ity is to coordinate and assist local employment offices in their effort 
to carry forward an effective Farm Placement Service. The r esponsibility 
for these functions is supervised and controlled by the Sta te Director 
for the United States Employment Service in each State. lite r a 
considerable period of operation, responsible officials of the United 
States Employment Service believe that this is the most eff ective 
method of operating a Farm placement Service. 

The Farm Flacement Service is cooperating with the United 
States Department of Agriculture War Boards and Farm Labor s ubcommittees 
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of the agricultural planning committees in each county to sp eed up 
the mobilisation *nd recruitment of farm workers. In coope ration 
with the United States department of Agriculture War Boa rds it has 
carried out a program which includes the registration of al l 
unemployed farm workers and members of families unemployed and available 
for work; registration of all farm laborers, operators, an d members of 
farm families who are partially employed; registration o f all operators 
of farm equipment; registration of school youth and women a vailable for 
farm work, and development of plans for use of all qualifie d persons 
employed on WPA and HYA projects in appropriate farm work . Full 
utilisation of all groups of workers qualified and availab le for 
agricultural work has been the goal of the F*rm Placement S ervice. 

Offices of the United States Employment Service in the Stat e 
of California and elsewhere have been utilizing all prac ticable measures 
to recruit the necessary agricultural labor to meet the r equirements of 
•farmers. On the recent advice of ymant. Snrvin.e 
California that recruiting efforts had not been complete ly successful 
in locating tne necessary number of workers for agricult ural reduction 
in thai state, we certl?led to the Immigration and Maturali gation jervlce 
fEe need for bringing in of Mexican Nationals. 

I agree with your comments as to the need for the necessary fu nds 
for staffing the Farm Placement Service. I am deeply conc erned over the 
budgetary condition of the Bureau of Employment Security, w hich includes 
the United States Imployment Service. It is operating on ap propriated 
funds considerably less than those requested by the Soci al Security Board 
and approved by the Bureau of the Budget. The situation has b ecome so 
serious that it now aopears that not only can there be no addit ions to 
the staff, but there will have to be a considerable reduction in total 
personnel. However, the United States Employment Serv ice is doing every-
thing possible under the circumstances to operate an adeq uate service. 
All functions not essential to the war effort have been curt ailed or 
eliminated. Essential employers, which include agricult ural employers, 
are given priority in service. 

Mr. John J. Corson, Director of the United States Employmen t 
Service, and Mr. F. V. Hunter, Chief of the Farm Placement Se ction, 
recently met with officials responsible for the operation s of the Farm 
Placement program in the western fruit and vegetable States . The purpose 
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of this conference was to work out plana for the "best poss ible recruitment 
and utilization of agricultural labor available. At th« t conference the 
United States Employment Service in California indicat ed need for workers 
to be brought into the State as follows: 

September 15, 11,000 workers for employment in grapes; 
October 15, 12,000 workers to assist in the cotton harves t; 
September 20, 3.000 workers to assist in sugar beets; and 
September 20, 5.000 workers for tomatoes. 

Since this requirement for workers exceeds by far any loc al supplies of 
workers in adjacent States, an agreement was reached that a ll of the 
States represented at the conference direct such labor as is available 
to California immediately upon its release by any one State. Specifically, 
Idaho indicated ability to refer  }00 pea pickers after September 15; 
Washington will refer 1500 workers from the apple harvest o n November 5» 
Oregon will refer 5.000 more workers on November 15. The re gional Farm 
Placement representatives will be in immediate contact with these States 
in regard to movement of such workers, giving all essentia l assistance to 
the States involved. 

It is essential that full measures must be taken for the mo st 
complete utilization of all available sources of labor sunp ly if we are 
to meet our war production goals for agriculture. I appreci ate the deep 
concern of your committee which has prompted your letter, an d can assure 
you that with the advice and consultation of the War Manpow er Commission 
I will take all practicable steps to relieve the labor suppl y situation 
as it exists in California and other areas where urgent sit uations may 
develop. 

Sincerely yours, 

Paul ?. McNutt, 
Chairman, 
War Manpower Commission 

Hon. Robert W. Kenny, 
Chairman, 
California Senate 

Interim Committee on Economic Planning, 
State Capitol, 
Sacramento, California 

glw:hmb 
FSA 6170 
Copied—sah 
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Tuesday, June 10, 1942 
**** 

With about 75 persons present representing most of the agricu ltural areas 
of California, numerous fan» organisations and various es sential crops, the meeting 
convened for luncheon at 12»30 P.J.U in the Califomian Hote l. A. Setrakian presided. 
In opening the discussion after luncheon he pointed out th at the committee now in 
Washington working on the agricultural labor problem need s help and has called on 
representatives of different farm cosriodities to give t hem such help through com-
munications to Tiashington. He pointed out also that Vfcshi n t̂on mnts dried fruit 
end that to get it the farmers mist have labor» 

Mr» Ray Wiser, President of the Farm Bureau, said that it wa s estimated 
in February thwt 50,000 Mexicans would be needed to supplem ent other sources of 
labor depleted trough war industries, the draft, removal of Japanese, etc. He 
said that there are three hurdles at present« (1) the conv iction in  I*. shin,  ton 
that there can be no approval of Mexican labor until word come s from their repre-
sentatives here (and no word has -one forward yet)j (2) the a ttitude of the state 
at inistration which has not been ©pressed yet, and (3) the e ntrance of  1  exioo 
into the war with the probable increased need for labor in th at country. He said 
that the labor situation is beginning to be alarming and  the farmers are beginning 
to bid against each other making labor less available and i ncreasing the cost of 
it. He advocated removing restrictions on younger groups,  pointing out that the 
services of those above 16 years of age are being competed for in war industries. 

Mr» Harry Baker said that to labor committee has been in Washi ngton for 
about two weeks, that they have had the help of the Arizona gr oup but that they 
have been unable to get any real assistance from the govern ment until they get a 
certificate from the United States employment service. Th ey are meeting obstacles 
fro® the social agencies. They are trying to get the governm ent to take over the 
problem as a vmr emergency. He said that the committee is r eceiving help from 
Con ress an Lee, Anderson and Elliott but no help from C onjressrmn Gearhart. Mr» 
Baker listed six conditions to the esiployment of Mexican l abor which, the committee 
had reported by long distance telephone, were required by t he government. 

Taking these up for discussion numerically, the meeting un animously voted 
to report the labor problem to the committee in Washingto n as follows« CONDITION 1, 
m&SPORT&TIONi Growers to furnish transportation from and to the border under 
government supervision and to furnish bond of  tZOO  on each laborer. This condition 
vigorously opposed as Impractical for all ¿rowers and imp ossible for all small 
growers. Ho way to distribute the oost over all equitably. I t was suggested that 
the government furnish transportation and thiit the Unite d States employment service 
be used as a clearing house. Mr. Baker said it was underst ood by the committee 
that Moxioo is anxious to cooperate. Generally it was agreed that the labor 
shortage will amount to about 100,000 men. Mr. F. J»  fttlomares  said that the 
Mexican government had issued a questionnaire to its Co nsuls on the subject and 
that they are understood to have reported favorably. 

CONDITION 2, BONDt vigorously opposed for seme reasons as above. No 
way for one grower to put up bond on every individual Mexi can when term of service 
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in grower employ muld be ehort and no guarantee that labor wo uld not be taken 
away by competition for services. 

CONDITION 5, CONTRACT APPROVED AHB CERTIFIED BY DEPARTLt ENT OP AORI-
C'TLTUKE. Unaninously agreed to support committee potion t o work out the most 
favorable plan with the Department of Agriculture. 

CONDITIO» 4 a f ) i «  MUST RECEIVE  FULL PAY FOR AT LEAST TO-THIKD5  OF 
THE f t m THEY SPEW tH TO  STATB.  Opposed for the reason that it is impossible 
for the individual ¿rower to assists that responsibility . The responsibility 
should bo on the  flhited  States employment service. Farmers will, of course, 
guarantee all possible labor but responsibility is on TJn ited States esiployment 
service to shift the labor around as needed. 

CONDITION 6, THAT GROUSERS IN STOiR BEET AREAS AGREE TO PAY TR IPLE A 
RATES AHD OOT.13E NOT LESS THAN SOrf AS HOUR. This condition  probably satis-
factory. Meeting voted to indorse the attitude of the Con sult tec now in Tfeahia ton. 

CONDITION 6, THAT ANY DIFFICULTY ARISING BBTttBBK "'ANAGEMEN? AND U30R 
BE SETTLED BY COLLECTIVE BAIvGAIHIi Oi Vigorously opposed. Agreed thai farmers 
will pay .oing wages. If government wants fruits, su^ar, cot ton and other 
essential foods arid fibers they should help the farriers to produce these products 
and not insist, during this emergency, on the dangerous prec edent of establishing 
collective bargaining for transient labor. 

Mr. Presley Abshire, of Geyserville, reported that îd-w estern help, 
formerly faming in California, is leaving the state largely because of fear of 
invasion. 

Hr. S. K, Thosas of Fresno inquired what are government offic ials« 
Congressman Gearhart and others doing to help the farriers in this problem? 
Chair an Seirakian suggested thet this subject be discussed later. He then 
introduced Assemblyman Hugh Burns who said he had eome to the meeting to acquaint 
himself with the problems and to be of service to agriculture . He  sai  d that the 
problem appears to require a federal program but that sta te officials could 
probably act as intermediaries and that he would be glad to help in any way he 
could. 

Mr. Arnold Frew of Ring City said that there is unquestion ably a serious 
labor shortage in the Salinas distriot further eg ravate d by the taking of labor 
for use in growing luayule rubber. 

In the general discussion that followed, Mr. Ira Redfern of S elma said 
he hoped the government would see the seriousness of the si tuation! Mr. Ted Price 
of El Solyu remarked that the farmers lack helpfulness on the part of the state 
governmentj Mr. Al J. Brown said that we need action from here  on out and that 
all possible et̂ hasis should be put on the need for immediate help; Mr. J. T» 
Halford of Hu^hson suggested that the proceedings of this c onference should be 
coraraunieuted to every agricultural cocEiunity in the s tate soliciting the help of 
their Chambers of Commerce arid other bodies. 

Mr. Lyman Lants said that the action of the meeting and uphol ding the 
hand of the Washington Coiamittee is the most practical app roach that has been 
sue&ested. He said that this was the most constructive mee ting and the most 
useful that he lied ever attended in this valley. He said t hat he would outline 
the meeting to the governor and hoped the governor would go a long with us. 



Mr. Parker Frisselle reported on the recent caucus held in Sa n Francisoo 
with representatives of the Federal govemaent at which it m s ¿minted out that 
transportation of foodstuffs is as essential as their produ ction — that unless 
produce oan be hauled to market there is no use to produce them. He opposed 
gov»n»ttt requirements for a "back haul" as «tore is no su ch thine in most of 
agriculture, (mat oan a farmer haul back to the ranch when d elivering ¿rapes to 

l i n T  )# } \ m i t  t h */Z? r 'u!!* Uld th *y ^ o t perfom 
under the present rules of ODT. He said the program should b e administered Li 
California and not in Washington. 

« *  M r # ? a p ? Ui ' reed t h a t th i ® i s  mother indication of another bottleneck and 
that there should be appropriate exemptions to permit the m ovement of agricultural 
products. It m s moved, seconded and carried that «1© meeti ng indorse these pro-
posals and oor®7iunioate the indorsement to proper authori ty. Mr, Jack O'Neill 
suggested that the meeting go definitely on record that th e farmers of California 
have responded as far as they can possibly go to the govern ment's request for in-
creased production, insisting that unless labor is prov ided the crops cannot be 
imrvestod, that immediate relief through importation of Me xican labor is imperative 
and that if food and fiber are considered necessary, the on ly apparent way  to solve 
the problem is for the federal government to taring in Me xicans/ 

Mr» Lloyd Harnish, speaking not only as a farmer but as a mem ber of a draft 
board, said thi.t up to the present time farming as a whole ha s not been considered 
too critical. He said that twice as many agricultural work ers have gone into 
military service from California as the national average. He urged the puttin-
of agricultural production  m  the list of essential industries. Mr. £. H. Peterson 
or Cerea and fr. S. A. Lines of Sanger both urged that action b e taken immediately. 
r. Harold Hyde, manager of the California Pig Institute of Fresno, urged an appeal 

to Paul V. McNutt to have agriculture declared an essentia l war industry. 

Mr. Setrakian observed that he understands the government  has created a 
board, perhaps under secretary of agriculture Wiokard, to deal with food necess-
ities out that the chief executive in Sacramento has no t interested himself enough 
in labor. He said the time has come to smoke everything out. He recalled that the 
.secretary of Agriculture Tickarri in Utah last September s aid that the overrent 
needed food - that this m s prior to December 7 _ and that it is n ow up to the 
g?T* PaS! n i e S, t h e U r T m n  P r o d u c c food - He suggested that the meeting con-
sider the advisability of appointing a committee from this group to call upon the 
governor and ascertain what he intends to do, it being repo rted that the rovernor 
is luke-wam. He saici that the CIO had indorsed the proposit ion  Tf  Irmiortî  

it t̂ ? ̂  £°*»rnnent  ITiU8t  that while labor is entitled to its rights, 
the farmer is entitled to southing. This problem deals wi th the life-blood of 
the state end with winning the m r , The governor can and shou ld approach the 
president if necessary on this vital and urgent problem. 

Mr. Haiaklas of Fresno, indorsing these sentiment», said t hat the farmers 
cwinot wait any longer - that labor is being dra*n off into ot her industries at 
two or three times the fkra mges, that agriculture must be d eclared an essential 

Z ^ r ^ L 1 ^  8 tepB  *h0nU *  tbken *  l5otion 

3r. Lants then said that he would try to make an appointment f or the 
committee with the governor as soon as possible. It was the n suggested that a 



committee be appointed to draft a wire to be sent to the Pres ident, Secretary 
of Agriculture Tickard, Messrs. Roy F. Hendricks on, Paul V. McHutt, Senators 
Downey and Johnson, and Congressmen Lee, Elliott arid Oear hart, urging their 
support on the importation of Mexican labor. The motion car ried unanimously 
and the Chairman appointed Hessr«. *i««r, Baker, Tapp and Broun to prepare the 
telegram. 

At this tine a telegram arrived for Mr« Setrakian from  ft i.  C-. Veal of 
the Agricultural Marketing Actednistration, outlining the price set by the govern-
ment on raisins. Mr» Setrakian read the telegram to the me ting. 

Discussion followed on the advisability of creating a commi ttee to function 
on agricultural labor problem« for the duration. It was poi nted out that there are 
many groups working on the labor problem, some of them over lapping and not knowing 
what others are doing. On motion of  :  r. Quiet, seconded by Mr» Frisselle and un-
animously carried, it was decided to appoint a committee to study and recommend 
means of bringing about the coordinated effort of all such groups. 

Considerable difference of opinion -was apparent in a di scussion that 
followed on the subject of nays and mans to utilise Jap labo r now in concentration 
ciimpe or in unrestricted areas. It appeared that the dif ferences of opinion were 
largely sectional and regional end, upon motion by Mr. Ked fern, seconded by Mr. 
Frew, it was u aniraously decided to lay the question on the t able. 

Mr, Ifiser then read the proposed telegram prepared by his comnittee to be 
sent to federal officials. It « 1 unanimously approved. ' Tr. ̂ pp suggested thtt 
a letter supplamenting the telegram be sent to the Bane offic ials. "r. riser, in 
answer to an inquiry as to the position of the Farm Bureau Fe deration, reported 
their position as followst 

1. That the Farm Placement Division of the United States Empl oyment 
service be established as; a separate agency and manned b y a separate 
personnel, so that in the placing of farm labor farmers are no t In 
competition with war industries end other employers. 

Z• That the operation of dry yard« be completely exempted fro- the 
provisions of the Ymge and Hour Aet for the duration of t he war. 

5. That there be a complete registration of all women for fa ne work 
in the urban and rural cities end towns. 

4. That there be a complete registration of all children 12 t o 16 years 
of age for agricultural work. 

8. That restrictions on hauling agricultural product« by both state and 
federal government be removed for the duration of the war. 

6. That the USBA ftoe Board be requested to be the coordin ating a ency 
for clearing labor problems and recommendations between s tate and 
federal government. 

Wr. Clapp suggested that copies of the resolutions adopted  in todays 
meeting be sent to different parts of the state for the inform ation of agricul-
tural interests. Agreed. The meeting adjourned. 



5. 

At the ©lose of the nee ting Mr» Setrakian requested a numb er of those 
present to confer with him on the appointment of the commit t oe to call on the 
governor and the following coraaittee was agreed upom Messr s. Setrakian, ohair-
m n j Wiser* Davis, Baker, Frew, Abshire, Cecil, Bare, Hende rson, McLanielg, and 
Kiel ««n. 

* 
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DIVISION OF PLANT INDUSTRY 

Bureau of Entomology and Plant Quarantine 

WFA The insect survey for distribution of citrus white 
Survey fly, olive scale, red and yellow scales, which starte d early in 
Com- 1939 was completed in March. The survey was operated with WFA 
pleted personnel and state transportation and supervisi on. The area 

covered embraced Madera, Tulare, Kings, Fresno, and Kern 
Counties. Kern County, the last unit to be completed, in whi ch 
six city blocks were found infested with citrus white fly, was 
the only county that recorded a positive finding of this in -
sect. 

In the five counties 2,5^6 infestations of olive 
scale were discovered with 2,40^ of this total in Fresno 
County, The total findings of red scale reached 226; Kern 
county with 159- had the greatest number. 

The results of this survey are to be used in forming 
control, eradication, and plant quarantine policies by cou nty 
and State officials, 

Fumiga- In the fumigation of bulk stored grain considerab le 
tion of difficulty is being experienced in securing a thorou gh penetra-
Bulk tion to effect control of the various grain infesting in sects. 
Stored This is particularly true of grain elevators of gre at height 
Grain and capacity. There is under construction in Colusa one of the 

largest bulk storage grain elevators in the interior Valle y 
and this Department was asked to assist the operators in 
securing a more efficient penetration of fumigants. 

A study of the problem resulted in the placement of 
inlet pipes through the concrete walls during the course o f 
construction. These pipes provided a means of injecting a 
fumigant at varying depths and sides of the elevator giving 
an even penetration throughout. 

San Fran- Interceptions made  at  San Francisco in baggage of 
cisco passengers and crew members direct from the Hawaii an islands 

offer definite proof that evacuation from war zones on three 
hours' notice is no deterrent to carrying propagative plant 
material with its attendant plant pest hazards. Baggage of  a 
passenger destined to Pasadena contained a miscellaneous  lot 
of plumeria, ti-wood and cereus cuttings and ginger clumps 
hurriedly gathered at the last moment. This material was 
generally infested not only with the scales, Plnnaspis mino r 
and Dlaspls echlnocactl, of limited distribution in" Cali-
fornia, "but also with Asterolecanlum pustulans, a serious pit-
forming species not known here; also an undetermined specie s 
of mealy bug, 

Two pineapple palms (Cycas revoluta) and six croton 
cuttings brought in under similar conditions by a cre w member, 
for planting in San Francisco, carried seven species of scal e 



-2-

insects,  "'as  well as a species of mealybug. Several of these 
species, of definite economic, importance to host plants  in the 
Islands, are unkown to California or of very restricted d is-
tribution. 

As an indication of how plant pests do get around, 
adult specimens of the pepper weevil (Anthonomue eugenll) 
indigenous to Mexico and first reported in California from the 
pepper fields of Los Angeles County in 192*4-, were inter -
cepted in Hawaiian peppers at San Francisco in ship's sto res 
from Hawaii. Literature shows it first appeared in the Is-
lands in 1933, to which it must have spread from the mainlan d. 

Inspections often disclose new species of insects of 
potential economic importance traveling as transients on h ost 
plants with which they are not ordinarily associated. An 
illustration is the interception of an adult weevil (Hype rodes 
sp.) representing a species not present in the National Museum 
collection, shaken out of a shipment of Bromeliads from 
Brazil destined for planting at Leucadia in Los Angeles Cou nty. 

The interception early in March of an Infestation of 
a scale insect (Fseudoparlatoria parlatorloldes) on a mis cel-
laneous shipment of orchid plants from Mexico for plantin g in 
Marin County, recalls the recent discovery not only of this 
species but also of another species (Parlatqria proteus) on 
Cyprepediums in an orchid house in Alameda County, while che ck-
ing the reported occurrence of a third species (Lepldosaph es 
tuberculata) in that same house. None of these species were 
previously considered as occurring in the state, or, we're ' 
of very restricted distribution. 

San In view of secrecy in connection with the movements 
Diego of vessels and airplanes, we are omitting this portion  of the 

reoort, but this work continued in a normal manner. The 
following interceptions of prohibited and restricted mate rial 
were made. 

Apples from New York, Michigan, Maryland, Kansas, 
and Massachusetts; pears from Virginia and one shipment of 
flowering auince stock from Illinois were intercepted in v iola-
tion of the Oriental fruit moth quarantine. Oranges, grape-
fruit and kumauats were intercepted from New York, Oregon, 
Indiana, Florida, Costa Rica, and Louisiana in violation o f 
the citrus pests quarantine. Other interceptions in violat ion 
of various quarantines were persimmon stock from Ohio; cur rant 
plants from Oregon; cottonseed from Missouri ; nursery st ock 
from Oklahoma and Texas; potatoes from foreign countries . 

San Eell peppers and tomatoes, capable of carrying melon 
Pedro fly larvae, avocados, possible host of Mediterran ean fruitfly, 

and sweet potatoes, a host of various weevils and dangero us 
diseases, were seized and destroyed at San Pedro from Hawaii . 

Oriental fruit moth material from the East coast 
was rejected 11 times. Four lots of southern sweet potato es 
from sweet potato weevil infested areas were safeguarded a nd 
22 lots of fruits and vegetables from foreign countries we re 
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refused admittance under the Federal Fruit and Vegetable 
quarantine. Two vessels arrived after hours, requiring in-
spectors to stand by until after 1:00 A.M. in each instance. 

A large accummulation of untreated foreign cotton 
amounting to 2,301 bales, has been stored in harbor wareho uses 
pending exportation. When the space in which it was stored 
was taken for military purposes, the cotton was moved to Los 
Angeles for continued storage and in order to simplify and 
safeguard it, the entire amount was fumigated before autho riz-
ing release, clearing this port of any untreated material. 

Border At the border stations 67>5^9 automobiles, trucks , 
Inspec- and stages, carrying 195>963 passengers were insp ected, 
tion 

Border A total of ̂ 56 interceptions, representing 68 specie s 
Inter- of insects and other plant pests, was made at border plant 
cep- quarantine stations during March, 
t  ions 

Among the more important were: several specimens of 
the Citrus white fly taken on citrus leaves from Florida at 
the Elythe station; a living larva of Oriental fruit moth 
intercepted at Daggett in a fruit basket from Missouri. An 
uncommon scale insect (Cornstockiella sabalis) was foun d at the 
Yuma Station on palm plants from Arizona. Tour lots of the 
Acuminate scale were taken at Fort Yuma on gardenia plants 
from Texas and one lot of the same species was intercepted 
at Blythe on a gardenia plant from Mexico. There were thirt y-
three lots of nut tree insects, including (Laspeyresia 
caryana, Curculio caryae, and Curculio sp.) intercepted in 
various nuts from various states. 

Bureau of Plant Pathology 

Rust on Rust was found during the month on anemone (Anemon e 
Anemone coronaria) in the coastal region, north and south o f San 

Francisco Bay. This rust attacks also certain stone fruit 
trees, as prune, peach, and apricot. Usually when rust is 
abundant on anemone, it may be expected later on stone fru its 
in certain localities where atmospheric humidity happens tote 
high. 

Canker was found more abundantly than in 19*4-1 on flax* 
This disease thrives under moisture conditions, nnd the ca usal 
fungua has been found mostly in the wet places in fields . The 
disease can be carried on the seed. Treatment of the seed has 
been advocated, but more essential in the control is adequa te 
soil drainage. Flax responds readily to favorable soil til lage 
and is illustrative of increased yields under best soil 
conditions. 

Canker 
on 
Flax 

Onion While only a single instance of yellow dwarf disease 
Seeds in California has been recorded, there are possibilit ies of 

further injurious effects on the onion crop if onion bulbs and 
sets are brought into the State from outside regions where 
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yellow dwarf is widely prevalent. Onion seed is grown by 
planting bulbs. The bulbs can carry the causal agent and m ay 
become the source of a wide spread disease condition. 

Bureau of Rodent, Plague and Weed Control 

Seed In- In March, 37° samples of seed were received, on 
spection which 4-90 tests were made, consisting of  2J&  germination, 110 

purity, 9 identification, and 93 examination/ 

Six samples of seed entering California ports from 
foreign countries were examined for noxious weed seeds fo r 
quarantine purposes. The kinds of seed tested were: Dall is 
grass, Rhodes grass, cauliflower, and lettuce. Crab gras s 
was found in Dallis grass at the rate of 4-5 per pound. 

Fifteen lots of seed were red tagged in Auril due to 
violations of the seed labeling provisions. The Bureau re -
ported to the Federal Seed Act authorities for action seven 
cases of interstate shipments of seed appearing to be mis-
labeled. 

Los 
Angeles 
Seed 
Testing 

Weed 
Control 

During March, samples of seed were received, 4-3 
of which were examinations, and II identifications. The Los 
Angeles County Agricultural Commissioner submitted 24- sa mples, 
Kern County 2, Orange County K, Riverside County 1, San Luis 
Obispo County 16, San Bernardino County 1, and there were 6 
Investigations, for the Sacramento office. 

During March 65 specimens of weeds were identified 
and information was supplied concerning habit, control, a nd 
poisonous properties. 

Early sown alfalfa from Chilean variety imported from 
Argentina was slow to germinate this season. Several growe rs 
called on the Department for information on heavy stand of 
clover, thinking they had purchased and sown not alfalfa bu t 
bur clover. Field surveys revealed the alfalfa seed had not 
had conditions favorable to produce a good stand of alfalfa, 
but there was a heavy natural stand of Melilotus indica. 

Flats of alfalfa, bur clover, sour and bitter clover 
are being grown, in order that reference sheets carrying seeds 
and cotyledon through true trifoliate leaf stage, may be on 
file for comparative study and to demonstrate to growers. 

Bureau of Field Crops 

Field There were 1156 certificates issued compared with 
Crops 1297 i n March. 194-1. One hundred certificates were issed unde r 
Inspec- the Terminal Weighing Service, 
t  ion 



-5-

Bonded 
Ware-
houses 

Public 
Grain 
Ware-
houses 

Commer-
cial 
Feeding 
Stuffs 

The Sacramento Grain Inspection Laboratory made 
milling tests on 272 lots of rough rice representing  28b,82J 
bags, for the California Cooperative Rice Industry. Off icial 
samples were drawn by State samplers stationed at each of 
the" rice mills participating in the service. Of the total 
amount inspected, approximately  69•con ta ined over 15$ 
moisture. 

The Field Crops Inspection Service continues to 
sample and grade various commodities for Governmental Ag encies, 
such as wheat, milo, beans, and milled rice moving in unu sual 
volume. In addition, special services have been performe d in 
cooperation with the Grain, Feed, and Seed Branch of the 
Agricultural Marketing Administration. These special ser vices 
are on various processed commodities in connection with t he 
Lend-Lease program and beyond the ordinary scope of stand ard-
ization and crop inspection work. They included samplin g 
75,000 bags of sugar and many tons of macaroni, fish meal, 
meat meal, and other processed foods and feeding stuffs. 

The grain fees for Field Crops Inspection were re-
vised to include some corrections and became effective M arch 
13. 

Two grain warehouse licenses were amended to include 
additions to the commodities stored only. Forty-eight war e-
houses under license and 23 subsequent Inspections were m ade 
during March. 

At the end of March, there were ^75 grain warehouses 
registered for the fiscal year July 1, 19^1, to June  30, 
19?2. Under the Grain Warehouse Inspection Act and in co-
operation with the California Cooperative Crop Reporti ng 
Service, the Bureau is giving below the second report of 
California Hough Rice stocks in country warehouses and mi lls 
as of April 1,^19^2. 

Stocks of rough rice on hand as of April 1 in Cali-
fornia country warehouses and mills represent a disappea rance 
of rough rice of about 12 per cent during the month. Total 
stocks on April 1 were about 26 per cent below correspondin g 
stocks on April 1, 19^1. 

California Rough Rice Stocks on Hand 
April 1 March 1 April 1 

19^2 19^2 19^1 
In Qountry warehouses 1,855,000 2,100,000 2,R9̂ PC0 
In mills .  277 >000  312POO fflf,000 

Total 2,132,0OT T?+T2,CC0 2,39̂0:00* 
*Data for April 1, 19^1 as released by trade sources last 
year. 

During March 227 inspection visits to feed dealers, 
stores, mixers, and dairy and poultry ranches were made. 

At the end of March, there were 1+625 $3-00 licensed 
feed concerns for the fiscal year July 1, 19^1» to June 30, 
19^2. 
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Of the 327 inspection samples tested by the Feed 
Laboratory 57g conformed to the guaranteed analyses while 2 ^9 
were deficient. There were 133 œajor violations for dis-
crepancies in analyses and 19 major violations in labeling . 

s 
Bureau of Chemistry 

A few Japanese strawberry growers have been returning 
fertilizer to dealers for credit, fearful lest they be 
evacuated before the season's harvest is completed. Many 
would be less reluctant to evacuate if they could remain 

\ until after June  30, as this would allow time to harvest the 
\ second crop and give them funds with which to pay the year 's 
\ fertilizer and other costs. 

Re-use As burlap and paper containers for fertilizing 
of Con- materials become more difficult to obtain and higher  in cost, 
tainers the Bureau is doing what it can to encourage the comm endable 

effort to conserve used containers. Advertising matter o r 
information as to composition printed upon a bag pertaining 
to its original contents may easily prove false or misleadi ng 
if read as applying to contents of a refilled bag. To aid in 
re-use of containers which cannot be turned inside out, th e 
Bureau has formulated wording for a disclaimer statement 
applying to printed matter on containers. The paper stick er 
bearing that statement is affixed to the container at a sma ll 
fraction of the cost of a new container. 

Several agricultural minerals registrants were 
requested to appear before district inspectors to whow caus e 
why they should not be prosecuted for serious deficiencies in 
gypsum guarantees. Throughout the western foothill porti on 
of the San Joaquin Valley there occur numerous deposits of 
gypsum of varying quality. Some are fairly uniform but many 
are small, scattered, or of variable composition. The progr am 
of the Agricultural Adjustment Administration tc give c redit 
for gypsum applied has enormously increased sales ana en— 
couraged development of inferior deposits. When the above 
registrants received the Bureau's analysis report they no tified 
the user that they would adjust the price and promised clo se 
inspection of their operations. Each was warned that furt her 
deficiencies might result in revocation of his certific ate of 
registration. 

Cn March 10 the Department completed observations of 
the experiment by one registrant to demonstrate the repel lent 
qualities of a material against nematode. A very careful 
count was made on carrots taken from treated and fertilizer , 
fertilized alone, and check plots. The treated and fertiliz ed 
plot had more nodules, indicating that the material has no 
value for the purpose intended. 
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The Bureau has completed an experiment to study the 
amount of impurities permissible in an economic poison so as 
not to produce a hazard on any food crop as specified in 
Section^ 106Mg) of the Code. Our plots that were sprayed and 
applications made regularly suffered not at all from ce lery 
blight, whereas the balance of the field which was only 
dusted had several times to grow new tops, and our plots were 
ready for harvest several weeks in advance of the other. 
Without deliberate planning, growers were convinced that t he 
proper control for several pests was by economic poisons 
sprays rather than dusts. After years of ousting basic lea d 
aresenate on walnut trees for control of codling moth, thi s 
year for the first time Santa Barbara County growers will 
apply this chemical as a spray. 

The bureau emphasizes that "directions for use" should 
be read and followed carefully, (l) Investigation was mad e into 
circumstances surrounding death of two calves and serious 
injury to five others following the application by the owne r 
of a dairy fly spray. The lithographed tin container stated  the 
fly soray should be" sprayed lightly and that only a mist 
should reach the hair of the animal* It also emphasized tha t 
a sprayer should be used that breaks the spray into a fine 
mist. The evidence indicated that the calves were soake d 
with the spray and allowed to stand in the sun. (2) Citrus 
trees were injured following application of an arsenical 
snail bait contrary to directions. Application was made by a 
blast from a power duster immediately prior to the appea rance 
of a thick fog and resulted in heavy drop of fruit and twig 
injury. The label of the economic poison used bore a state-
ment warning against its application on foliage. 

DIVISION OF ANIMAL INDUSTRY 

Bureau of Livestock Disease Control 

Bovine San Benito 'Cöunty has been remodified accredited 
Tuber- tuberculosis-free for another period of three year s to expire 
culosis on February 1, 19^5.  o f  13,755 cattle tuberculin tested only 
Eradica- reacted, or three-tenths of one per cent, 
t ion 

Tests have been underway in Eutte, Marin, Sacramento, 
Alameda, Madera, Tulare, Santa Earbara, and San Bernardin o 
Counties. Work started this month in Trinity, Mendocino, 
Lake, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Calaveras, Merced, Fresno, an d 
San Diego. 

General testing was conducted in Shasta, Tehama, 
Solano, San Joaouin, Stanislaus, Santa Clara, Monterey , Kings, 
Los Angeles, and Orange Counties. Previously infected herd s 
were retested in Lassen, Humboldt, Sonoma, Yolo, Tuolumne, 
Contra Costa, San Benito, Kern, Mariposa, Ventura, San Lui s 
Obispo, and Imperial Counties, 
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Dourine Testing of horses continues in Los Angeles County, 
in Of 2,27^ animals tested 5 mares, 1 gelding, and 1 mare mu le 
Horses reacted to the complement fixation test for dourine . In 

addition, 1 mare reacted out of a shipment of Mexican horses 
for slaughter at a dog food establishment. 

Texas Treatment of oattle for elimination of fever ticks 
Fever now is conducted on 6 places in San Diego County and 2 in 
Ticks Los Angeles County. These herds were treated twice c uring 

March at the required intervals. 

Inspections were made in San Diego, Orange, San 
Bernardino, and Los Angeles Counties but no additional in* 
festations were found. 

Practicing veterinarians approved to use tuberculin, 
tested 3,2^3 cattle with 26 reactors. There were 125 goat s 
tested, all negative. 

T. B. Control Area Tests—Of 133,217 cattle in 155 
herds examined and tuberculin tested, 301 reactors were 
removed. 

No reactors were found among  163 cattle in one herd 
tested under the Federal-State Accredited Herd Plan. 

Infectious 
Disease 
Control 

Sheep and 
Cattle 
Inspec-
tions 

General 
Labora-
tory-
Service 

5 .Anaplasmosis 
1....-.v..........  t  .Anthrax 
1 .Blackleg 
5 Hog Cholera 

lg..,.  ..  Miscellaneous diseases 
"lé  

During March ̂ ,625 cattle and 95 ,069 sheep were 
inspected for scabies (inspections by Federal veterinaria ns 
not included) in 16 counties. 

The General Laboratory In Sacramento made 1,^07 ex-
aminations involving cattle, horses, rabbits, sheep and 
swine. 

There were 1,310 agglutination tests made for 
Bang's disease. 

Poultry Laboratory No. Poultry Cases No. Specimens Pullor um Disease 
Labora-
tories Los Angeles 153 

Petaluma 127 
Sacramento 4-7 

332 

318 
11^ 

40 official 
6,231 unofficial 
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Bureau of Dairy Service 

Dairy inspectors condemned 131,375 pounds of milk 
and cream and retained 15,4-63 pounds of butter for proper 
labeling. 

Sale of milk ana cream was suspended from 3 dairies 
because of insanitary conditions. 

Of 317,7^7 dairy containers examined, 957 were 
condemned and 2,955 returned to owners. 

Bureau of Meat Inspection 

State meat inspectors March  31, 194-2 
Plants under state-meat inspection March  31, 194-2 ..24-8 
Plants under state approved municipal inspection 

March  31, 194-2 * 182 

Of 271,137 animals slaughtered and inspected, §62 
carcasses weighing approximately  151,361 pounds and 4-3,653 
parts with an approximate weight of 317,4-14- pounds, were 
condemned. 

Of the total number of carcasses inspected,. 3*^97 
were affected with tuberculosis, of which 4-3 were condemne d; 
while 914- were condemned for other diseases. 

During March  11,954-,  503 pounds of meat products 
were manufactured under supervison. 

Meat The meat inspection laboratory examined and tested 
Inspec- 203 samples of products and materials;  171 were passed and 
tion  32 refused. 
Labora-
tory 

Bureau of Livestock Identification 

Cattle and hides inspected 258,596 
Brands recorded 199 
Dealers 1 licenses issued 138 
Slaughterers' licenses issued 11 
Public sales yards licenses issued £ 
Cattle slaughterers' penalties 4 
Brand penalties 6 
Arrests 3 
Estrays returned to owners 2 

Horses and hides inspected 2,077 
Brands recorded 1 
Dealers' licenses issued 3^ 
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DIVISION OF ECONOMICS 

Bureau of Markets 

Fluid Hearings were held in the Fresno and San Joaquin 
Milk and County Marketing Areas to consider amendments to  the Stabiliza-
Cream tion and Marketing Plans for Fluid Milk. The propos ed changes 
Section related to prices paid producers for Classes 3 and  11  fluid 

milk in the Fresno Marketing Area and to consider the value 
of skim milk in computing payments to producers of fluid 
milk in the San Joaquin Marketing Area, 

Hearings were held in San Francisco, Fresno, and 
San Joaquin Counties marketing areas, to consider proposed 
changes 'in the Schedules of Minimum Wholesale and Retail 
Prices. The proposed change in the San Francisco Marketing 
Area pertained to a request from the Retail Grocers' Asso cia-
tion to eliminate reduction in price for multiple sales of 
fluid milk in retail stores. This provision provides for a 
one-half cent reduction in price per quart when two or more 
quarts are purchased at one time. In the Fresno and San 
Joaquin County Marketing Areas proposed changes related to 
ways and means of changing the methods of wholesale and ret ail 
home distribution and to eliminate unessential distributo r 
services. These changes were to save rubber and conserve 
other equipment used in the wholesale and retail delivery 
of fluid milk. By elimination of certain services it would 
be possible to reduce the price of fluid milk to consumers . 

Hearings have been called in the Alameda County 
Marketing Area to consider a proposed Stabilization an d 
Marketing Plan for Fluid Milk and Fluid Cream and proposed 
Schedules of Minimum Wholesale and Minimum Retail Prices f or 
Fluid Milk and Fluid Cream. It has also been proposed 
that Alameda County Marketing Area be modified to include 
all of Contra Costa County. 

The average cost of the basic dairy ration in the 
northern markets for the first fifteen days of March was 
$0.^601 as compared with $0.4-3*44 for the first fifteen days 
of February and $0.2799 for the first fifteen days of March 
19^1. The rise in feed prices in the northern marketing ar eas 
was sufficient to keep fluid milk prices at the March level 
on April 1, The average cost of the banic dairy ration for 
the southern markets for the first fifteen days of March was 
$ 0 , ^ 1 7 as compared with $0.^56^ for the same period in 
February. 

The average manufacturing milk price for March 1-15 
was $0.6^90 as compared with $0.6570 for the first fifteen 
days February 19^2 and $0.4391 for the first fifteen days of 
March 19^1. The 19̂ -2 March 1 to 15 price was $0.2099 over t he 
previous year, but was a decrease of $0.00gg from the previ ous 
month. This decrease was sufficient to cause a reduction in 
prices paid to producers for fluid milk and also the who lesale 
and retail prices, April 1, 19^2, in six of the southern 
marketing areas, namely: Imperial, Orange, San Bernardin o-
Riverside, San Diego, Santa Barbara, and -Ventura. 
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Activities dealt chiefly with completing details 
covering the seasonal operations of a number of marketin g 
orders and proration programs. Nomination meetings were he ld 
for Committeemen to serve on the Canning Bartlett Pear Pro-
ration Program Committee for the ensuing two-year term, a nd 
arrangements were made for holding nomination meetings f or 
Committeemen in the proration programs covering canning as para-
gus, fresh tomatoes, and sweet potatoes. Drafting of the 
Proposed Marketing Order for Dry-Back Lettuce was compl eted 
and" the Order is ready for submission to growers and handl ers. 
Representatives of the Bureau of Markets again conferred w ith 
the committee representing the fresh fruit and vegetable 
industry of Los Angeles relative to a marketing order to pr o-
vide for the advertising and sales promotion of fresh fru its 
and vegetables. A summary of the most Important factors 
covering the 19^1-19^2 marketing season for the ten program s 
and marketing orders on fresh fruits and vegetables was 
compiled for inclusion in the annual summary submitted by 
the Bureau. 

Marketing A public hearing was held in Sacramento on Mar ch 
Order for 2 to consider provisions of the Proposed Marketing  Order for 
Canning Canning Asparagus for the 19^2-1943 season. Grower s and 
Aspara- canners present went on record as favoring a conti nuance of 
gus the Marketing Order in effect during the 19^1-19^-2 season. 

One amendment provided for modification of the requiremen ts 
for No. 1 Strained Foods Grade to permit canners to accept 
the usable portion of the spears of green asparagus which 
otherwise comply with the requirements of No. 1 asparagus. 
The Director of Agriculture issued the Marketing Order for 
Canning Asparagus (19^-2-19^3)  o n  March 13 with copies going 
to s ome ^35 producers of canning asparagus and 22 canners of 
record for their written assent. The grower-canner assent s 
to the Marketing O r der were being received in satisfactory 
volume as the month closed. Names of grower and canner 
members to serve on the Advisory Board were also submitted 
to the Director of Agriculture at the hearing referred to 

.above. 

At the request of the Proration Program Committee of 
Asparagus Proration Zone No. 1, the Director announced that a 
meeting of producers of canning asparagus would be held in 
Walnut C-rove on April 6 to nominate grower members to se rve 
on the Proration Program Committee for the ensuing two-ye ar 
period. Notice was sent to all canning asparagus growers o f 
record. At a Proration Program Committee meeting in Walnu t 
Grove,^March 31, the economic and cultural factors affec ting 
the 19^2 asparagus crop were considered and the Committee 
recommended that the proration period for the 19 i +2-19 14-3 
season be fixed to extend from April 6, 19*12 to June 30, 19^2 , 
both inclusive, and that each producer be permitted to harv est 
and deliver- 100$ of his crop provided the asparagus was 
properly certified. The Committee also recommended a fee o f 
5 cents per acre for Primary Certificates with no fee for 
Secondary Certificates. A budget for the 19^-2-19^3 seas on 
was also adopted, and J. S. Brown, Jr., was reappointed Zon e 
Agent. 

Fresh 
Fruits 
and 
Vege-
tables 
Section 

Prora-
tion 
Program 
for 
Aspara-
gus 
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Marketlng Order for Fresh Fall and Winter Pears - At the 
requést of the Fresh Fall and Winter Pear Advisory Board, the 
Director announced that two meetings would be held to receiv e 
nominations for prod.ucer and canner members to serve on t he 
Fresh Fall and Winter Pear Advisory Beard. The meeting for 
District No. 1 is to be held, in San Jose on April g and in 
District No. 2 in Sacramento on April 10. In conjunction w ith 
these meetings, there will also be held the annual meeting 
of the Beurre Hardy pear growers for the purpose of nominati ng 
members and alternate members on the Control Committee of t he 
Hardy Pear Marketing Agreement. 

Marketing Order for Canning Fall and Winter Pears -
There were practically no developments relative to this 
Marketing Order during March. 

Marketing Order for Fresh Bartlett Penrs - The 
Manager of the Marketing Order cooperated with other mem bers 
of the industry in obtaining data on the cost of producing 
pears for presentation at a meeting called by the Office of 
Price Administration in Berkeley on April 1. 

Canning Bartlett Pear Proration Program - Meetings 
were held the first week of March to receive nominations fo r 
members to serve on the Program Committee for the ensuing  • 
two-year period. One meeting was held in each of the five 
districts comprising Pear Proration Zone No. 1. Followin g 
the meetings the Director selected Committeemen whose name s 
appeared in the tabulation of ballots resulting from the 
nomination meetings and appointed members to serve for a two-
year period. The"Zone Agent and members of the Program 
Committee actively cooperated with the Office of Price 
Administration in getting data on cost of production. Th ese 
data are to be used in determining price ceilings for canne d 
pears. 

Marketing Order for Canning Cling Peaches - A report 
was issued by the Advisory Board summarizing deliveries t o 
canners of Cling peaches by varieties and districts for the 
19̂ -1 season with comparisons for 1939 and I9¿f0. In additi on 
to reporting tonnage delivered, the report summarized the 
number of loads received, passed, and rejected under the 
provisions of the Marketing Order. 

Proration Program for Fresh Tomatoes - The Agricul-
tural Prorate Advisory Commission approved the action of the 
Program Committee reauesting that the term of office for 
Committee members terminate on May  J>1 of each even-numbered 
year instead of on October lb. Approval of this minor amen d-
ment to the Program makes it possible for the Committee to 
begin a term of office before start of the marketing seas on 
rather than after harvesting has reached mid-season volum e. 
Nomination meetings for Committeemen to serve on the Progr am 
Committee were scheduled for the last week in April f  The 
annual report for the-iZone was submitted to the Bureau by t he 
Zone Agent, and, after a careful review, some changes wer e 
made and the report was returned to the Zone Agent for pu blica-
tion. Representatives of the Bureau were in Los Angeles dur ing 
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the early part of the month and discussed plans for the 
operation of the Program with the Zone Agent. 

Proposed Marketing Order for Dry-Pack Lettuce - The 
drafting of a Proposed Marketing Oraer for Dry-^acK Lett uce 
to replace the present Proration Program for Lettuce was 
completed by the Bureau, and representatives of the dry-pr ck 
lettuce industry in Santa Barbara and San Luis Obispc uount ies 
were called to Sacramento to confer with the Bureau. A few 
minor changes in the Order resulted from this conference, 
was agreed 'that the Order was ready for submission to gr owers 
and handlers and the Bureau agreed to move forward as soon_a s 
the industry deposited the necessary funds to cover prelim inar, 
expenses. 

Proration Program for Sweet Potatoes - The volume 
of sweet potatoes remaining unmarketed in Sweet Potato Pro -
ration Zone No. 2 at the end of March was estimated to total 
65,000 crates. A considerable part of this volume was 
reported to be of substandard quality. Remaining supplies 
were generally in the hands of relatively few producers. 
The Program Committee recommended that growers be permit ted 
to market remaining supplies without further restrictio ns 
until such time as the Committee may decide to recommend a 
resumption of restrictions upon marketings. Considerat ion 
was given to holding nomination meetings for members of t he 
Program Committee as the term of office for the present 
Committee expires June 3°• 

Further Discussion Relative to a Marketing: Order for 
Fresh Fruits and Vegetables - Representatives of the Burea u 
met with a committee of produce dealers in Los Angeles for a 
further discussion relative to a marketing order that wou ld 
provide for the advertising and sales promotion of fresh 
fruits and vegetables. The industry committee had given care-
ful consideration to a marketing order anc" the meeting s erved 
to clear up some questions relative to the operation of such 
an order. "The industry committee was to draft a proposed 
marketing order for submission to the Bureau. 

Dried Fruits, Nuts, Citrus Fruits and Wine Section 

Prunes - The Agricultural Prorate Advisory Commission 
approved an amendment to the Marketing Program for Prunes, 
as" Amended,  authorizing a mail referendum for prune growers 
on each seasonal marketing program recommended. Under th e 
amendment, the Program Committee would be required to subm it 
to the Director prior to July 15 a recommended program for 
the ensuing marketing season. If the Director finds the 
seasonal program in accordance with provisions of the gene ral 
prune program and the Agricultural Prorate Act, he must su bmit 
it to prune growers in a mail referendum. The program can be 
made effective if a majority or more cf the prune growers 
participating in the referendum favor the program. All 
details relating to the referendum must be completed by 
August 10. The Program Committee must make.a public announc e-
ment of the program to be in effect for the ensuing year on o r 
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before August  15. The referendum amendment, together with 
another miner amendment relating to the closing date of the 
term of office of Program Committee members, was mailed to 
all prune growers of record. 

Raisins - Checks were nailed to raisin growers 
representing the final payment from the net proceeds of th e 
sale of 1940 crop raisins delivered to the stabilization an d 
surplus pools established under the 1940-4-1 raisin pro gram. 
A total of some -$6,2gg,000 was paid to growers who deliv ered 
raisins to these two pools. The first payment represent ed 
an advance obtained from a Federal Commodity Credit loan. 
The final payment made in March completes the liquidati on of 
these pools and a closing of the affairs of the Zone appli cable 
to the 1940 season. This program has been received  with  wide-
spread satisfaction on the" part of raisin growers. Depend ing 
upon the variety of raisins, grower equities in the surplus 
pool over and above the Federal loan ranged from $30.20 per 
ton to $33.50 per ton. The weighted average return to gro wers 
for all raisins delivered to the pools was $57.10 oer ton. 
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Bureau of Market Enforcement 

Cases On March 1 the Bureau had open f«r investigation 
Opened and handling 306 cases and closed  131. Recoveries mare for 
and farmers on the comolaints handled and closed came to a t otal 
Closed of $27,970.29 distributed among 9^ participants. 

Ac -ust- Activities under the Produce Dealers' Act account ed 
merits for $3,3^.70; coraolaints against Processors nett ed recoveries 

totaling $6,272.̂ 3". Under the Milk Law, adjustments amoun ted 
to §5,37b.97. A summary of activities follows: 

Produce Marketing 
Dealers Processors Milk Agreements Prorate Total 

Cases open March 1 IS3 33 59 30 1 306 

"received in March 21 16 9 0 gl "received in March 
5II ' lb 35 Ì 307 

"recoened in March it 0 0 0 0 4. 

"closed in March 
222 ' 
102 16 

39 
9 

1 
0 

391 
131 

" open April 1 120 50 59 30 1 260 

Amt.recovered thru 
Bu. of Mkt. Enf. 3,38^.70 $6,27S.S3 376.97 

Number participants 3^ 17 26 - - 77 

Amount recovered thru 
Bond Action tl3,929-79 $13,929.79 

Number participants 21 21 

Total Recoveries $27,970.29 

Total Participants 

* * * * * 

Produce 
Dealers Processors Milk 

Marketing 
Agreements Prorate Total 

Hearings 12 5 5 0 0 22 

Prosecutions 10 0 l 0 0 11' 

Citations issued 12 0 5 0 1 IS 

Appearances 0 0 6 0 0 6 

License matters 128 2 1 0 0 131 

Civil Actions 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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Eureau of Market News 

Market trends for California agricultural products 
varied during March. Beans were one of the chief items to 
show weakness. The weighted average shipping price of all 
varieties of beans declined 24^, ana en April 15 stood at 
55.97 per 100. This compared with 5^.61 a year ago, and 
Î4.05 two years ago. Slow trade demand from distributors 
and the cessation of canning were the chief factors respo nsiblf 
for the price decline. The United States Department of Agri -
culture has been the chief buyer recently, taking more than 
125,000 bags of California beans during the past thirty days . 

Wheat markets also have continuer 1 to decline. Heavy 
supplies of Commodity Credit Corporation wheat offered  to 
feed-wheat users on the basis of §1.S0 per 100 for whole w heat 
in bulk at terminal markets have tended to set values. Barle y 
also has been affected by government offerings. Both feed 
and malting tyoes continued to decline. 

Rice markets h«ve been very firm and have shown some 
advances over the high levels of a month ago. Euyers have 
combed producing areas for supplies but report difficulty  in 
locating any material offerings, especially of too milling 
quality. 

Hops remained very firm under good trade demand. 
Interest has centered principally in the 19^2 crop. Sales 
were comparatively small due to heavy previous contracts an d 
uncertainty concerning future costs and. labor supplies . 

Alfalfa Alfalfa hay was strong the latter half of March but 
Hay eased slightly the first of April as heavier new crop s up-

plies became available. The market for this product is still 
on a very high level compared with other years. 

Livestock Livestock prices have varied. Cattle continue d to 
weaken the last half of March but strengthened early in Apr il. 
The price level now is about the same as a month ago. Hogs 
have strengthened and established new high levels the first 
Part of April. Most of the soring lamb crop was contracted 
during the oast thirty days. Prices were mostly slightly 
below"late February and early March offerings. Recent r ains 
have improved conditions for the development of soring lam bs. 

Butter Butter has fluctuated, but is now about 2p a pound 
hi^ier than a month ago. Production throughout the United 
States has been considerably lighter than a year ago as a 
result of the buying of cheese ana condensed milk for Le nd-
Lease. The higher prices are expected to divert considerab le 
milk from conrenaories and cheese factories to creameries for 
the manufacture of butter and dry skim milk. 

The sharp advance in honey prices early in the year 
has been well maintained, but this market has been largely 
nominal since producers have sold nearly all of their sup-
plies. Seme users who recently purchased large amounts were 
offering their h^ney for re-sale during the first half of 
April. 

Market 
Trends 

Wheat 

Rice 

HOPS 
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Bureau of Fruit and Vegetable Standardization 

Frost The inspection of oranges, in Southern California 
Damage and in the San Joaquin Valley, continued to be a major ^ rob-
in ~ lem in March. Frost damage affecting the fruit occurred 
Oranges several times in Southern California, the most rec ent 

being about the middle of February. Serious freezing te mpera-
tures several times during the season, even though slight , 
complicated inspection. As a result of considerable inves ti-
gation by members of the Bureau and the county agricultural 
commissioners in Southern California, orders were relea sed 
changing the method cf determining frost damage from the so-
called. "segment cut" to the "transverse cut" on March 25 . For 
several weeks after cold temperatures injure citrus frui ts 
serious frost damage is determined by crystals on the segme nt 
walls or a water soaked condition. After the drying proces s 
has developed the determination is based upon the amount o f 
drying in the cells shown on a transverse cut through the 
center. Frost damage has net been as extensive throughout 
the area and has been less serious than originally estimat ed, 
and this, together with the fact that oranges for by-prod ucts 
purposes were moving at good prices, made enforcement wor k 
easier than might otherwise have been the case. The enforce-
ment officers have kept the seriously damaged fruit from 
going on the markets. 

Egg Egg standardization work has been concentrated upon 
Standard-the hatchery test egg problem. The egg experts of  the Bureau 
ization have worked very actively with county agricultura l commission-

ers and their inspectors. The various owners and managers 
of hatcheries have gradually changed their method of ope ration 
and most of them are not now salvaging infertile eggs which 
have remained in the hatcheries for a period of IS days. 
Any salvage made is made at the time of the first test, 
normally within five or six days after being put in the 
hatchery, thereby improving the quality of the product f rom 
the source. This has been the result of strict enforcement 
work on the part of members of the Bureau and county agricul-
tural commissioners. 

The early crop of potatoes in Kern County started 
during the last few days of March. Quality has been reason-
ably good and an increase in the harvesting is expected 
shortly. The old crop of potatoes from the Tulelske area, 
as well as the Stockton district, has continued to go to 
market and has been of satisfactory quality. Internal net 
necrosis, a defect very common in the Tulelake area has not 
been as great a problem this year as in the past. Large 
quantities of potatoes, particularly from the Tulelake area, 
have gone to by-products plants which are preparing dried 
foods. 

Members of the Bureau met with a group of canning 
tomato growers in the San 3enito County district on Marc h JO 
to discuss with them the establishment of a field gradi ng 
inspection station at that point. Numerous difficulties 
encountered during the past canning tomato season were 
discussed and solutions agreed upon. 
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Bureau of Shipping Point Inspection 

In addition to the regular inspection work 272fe-
me n days were spent on Dried Prune Inspection, 112J on G rape-
fruit Inspection, 22 on Navy Inspection, 13 on Army Inspec-
tion and g on Date Inspection. An average force of 73 in-
spectors was employed.;'  3»  372 inspections were made in Mnrch. 

Inspections in March for the past five years are as 
follows: 

1937 31g4 
1932 3119 
1^39 4747 
1940 3023 
194-1 2793 

Bureau of Weights and Measures 

State Inspectors tested 149 he^vy capacity scales in 
Test Fresno, Madera, Merced, Sacramento, .San Joaouin, Sa n Bernard-
Truck dino, Sonoma, Solano, Stanislaus and Yolo Counties. 

Weigh- There were 56 public weighm&ster licenses Issued ; 
masters 13 to principal places of business; g  to.  branch locations, 

and  65 to deputy weighmasters. 

Weights The Laboratory tested and.corrected to State 
ana' standards 146 weights, 6 liquid measures, and 1 linea r 
Measures measure, received from Lake, Lassen, Marin. and Stanislaus. 

Gasoline Number of inspections ...., l,?-5 
and Oil Sign corrections 
Substi- Rebrand authorizations 247 
tut ion  Citations 
Act Samples secured, gasoline 107 

Samples secured, motor oil 9o 
Containers sealed  for  violation of 

Sections 1, 3 or 4 232 
Office hearings 20 
Arrests ? 
Prosecutions 
Convictions  H 5 
Fines paid $>210 

A total of 24-0 samples were run in the Sacramento 
and Los Angeles laboratories, which included samples from 
County sealers in addition to those from state Inspectors. 

There were 774 Motor Fuel Pump Licenses issued 
during March. 



PRESS RELEASE NO. 6 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

JAPANESE AGRICULTURAL LOSS 

The eventual evacuation of Japanese from California that 

we find today will inevitably bring to this country a seri ous pro-

blem caused by the abrupt disruption of essential vegetabl e produc-

tion. As Secretary Wiokard stated December 19, 1941, "One i ndis-

pensable line of war production is food. The fighters need f ood, 

and the workers who help equip the fighter need food to make pos-

sible the top performance which is demanded by the danger w e are 

facing as a nation and the danger that many of our men are facin g 

as individuals. We all know that vegetable make an essentia l con-

tribution to the better nutrition and thus to the health and s trength 

of all our people, and to the virility of the nation," Secre tary 

Wickard realizes the vital necessity of vegetable for a s tronger 

nation when he said, "Let's make it the three "V's", Vegeta ble for 

Vitality, for Victory." 
to show 

We will attempt in the following paragraphs,/how much los s 

will be suffered from the evacuation of the Japanese farme rs and 

farm-hands. Before we go further, it might be useful to keep in 

mind the goals that Secretary Wickard has<set for 1942. 

They are as follows: 

1. 40 mil l ion cases of canned tomatoes 

2. 38 mill ion cases of canned peas 

3.  12~s  mill ion cases of snap beans 

4. 24 mill ion cases of canned corn 

Prom these figures, we can expect that in order to ac-

complish this goal, tremendous effort must be put forward. 

In California, the total displaEement of vegetables to be 

expected from such evacuation would amount to 40% of total acreage 

farmed in the state, or two hundred thousand acres. This me ans 

quite a large loss in a war production effort. It will be ver y in-

teresting in further breaking-down this total of 40% to cert ain 

specific commodities. Take tomatoes, for instance, the Japanese 

produce fully 50% of the total acreage of California canni ng tomatoes. 
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Remember, that California produces one-fourth of the tota l United 

States tomato pack. At this rate, this means five million ca ses of 

the 1942 goal. Such a large curtailment in our war effor t will be 

disastrous to the United States war efforts. 

Celery, in the green vegetable commodity, is another crop 

largely produced by the California Japanese. Fully  75% of the to-

tal" state celery acreage is farmed by them. In the princip al celery 

growing county, the J ACL farm survey service figures show a great 

percentage produced by Japanese. They are as follows: 

San Diego County 95^ Santa Barbara County  95% 
Orange County  95%  Tulare County 95% 
Los Angeles County  95%  Monterey County  95% 
Santa Clara County  9b%  Salinas Valley 95% 

The 1941 California value of all types of celery produced 

was seven million nine hundred thousand dollars ($7,900,00 0), as 

reported by the California cooperative crop service. In the Utah 

type only,  75%  in California. This means a tremendous value of 

five million nine hundred thousand dollars ($5,900,000), produced 

by the Japanese farmer. 

Our estimate shows an interesting comparison of the Japa-

nese farm acreage of certain vital crops to those of non-Jap anese 

sources. These are as follows: 

Snan beans  80%  Cucumber  50% 
Cauliflower  65%  Peppers (all types)  95% 
Celery  90%  Strawberries 95$ 
Garlic  75%  Processed spinach 60%> 
Peas  30%  Market tomatoes  70% 

canned tomatoes  50%, 

The result of indiscriminate evacuation of Japanese in 

California will logically have a greatly detrimental effe ct not only 

in California, but in the whole United States. Second only to New 

York City, Los Angeles is the most important marketing cent er. In 

Los Angeles, the wholesale vegetable market industrie s are largely 

operated by Japanese. Therefore, abrupt disruption of th ese basic 

industries will, without doubt, cause serious economic re tardation. 

And furthermore, we know that the Japanese farmers produce 

approximately two hundred thousand acres of commercial c rops. With 



exception of Texas, the Japanese farm more truck-crop acr eages than 

any state in the Union. The approximate annual value of comm ercial 

truck crops grown by the Japanese in this state is believed to be 

over forty million dollars ($40,000,000), which is greate r than 

that of any other state. This is greater than the value produc ed 

in the state of Florida. This is still greater than the t otal pro-

duced in New York and New Jersey, the third and fourth leadi ng 

vegetable producing states in the Union. 

The Japanese farmers stand to lose approximately one hun-

dred million dollars  ($100,000,000) in Investments, but due to the 

complexity of economic, system, billion dollar investment s by others 

(Caucasians) will also be lost. 

In other words, the economic structure of the vegetable 

industries, both wholesale and retail, will be seriously w eakened. 

This can be easily seen when many concerns are largely or who lely 

depended upon these Japanese for the continuance of their line of 

business. 

Sudden curtailment of their greater percentage of farm 

products by sudden evacuation will have a far reaching e conomic 

disruption of wholesale produce market system, grocery re tail 

stores, fertilizer, insecticide, petroleum, implements, banks, 

land-owners, labor and many others. 

These damaging effects of such nature will in no way 

bolster the United States war effort or the morale of its ci tizens. 





Farm Security Administration 
707 South Spring Street 
Los Angeles, California 

C O P Y D. S. Thomas 
April 21, 1942 

THE FARM SECURITY ADMINISTRATION'S 
ROLE IN THE DISPOSITION OF JAPANESE LAND 

ORGANIZATION 

The Army has established the Wartime Civilian Control Adm inistration to 
assist Japanese nationals, Japanese-American citizens, Germa n and Italian nationals 
and others subject to evacuation from the prohibited a nd restricted areas in 
Pacific Coast military zones. 

The Wartime Civilian Control Administration has establ ished "service 
centers" at the United States Employment Service of fices in more than 60 Pacific 
Coast cities and towns. These "service centers" have be en established to assist 
the Japanese, and others subject to evacuation, with all i mmediate problems arising 
from the evacuation order. At each "service center" there are thr ee field agents: 
one from the Farm Security Administration, one from the  Federal Security Agency, 
and one from the Federal Reserve Bank, representing the U .S. Treasury. 

The Farm Security field agents are there to assist Japan ese to obtain a 
fair disposition of agricultural land, interests and farm ing operations. They will 
also assist in finding qualified farmers who can take over evac uated land, and 
help them in making arrangements to operate on the land and to obtain credit. 
The Federal Reserve Bank agent's job is to help the Japan ese to dispose of personal 
and non-agricultural property. The Federal Security age nt's job is to help the 
Japanese with problems of moving, finding employment, fi nancial assistance, etc. 

It is the Farm Security Administration's responsibility t o see that crops 
are harvested and the continuity of production maintained , that deals are fair to 
all concerned, and that the Army has complete reports cover ing all transactions. 

Later phases of evacuation are entirely in the hands of t he Military. The 
Japanese are moved to so-called induction or assembly cent ers and later to large 
reception centers. A new government agency, the Viar R elocation Authority, is now 
working out plans concerned with moving evacuees from recep tion centers to semi-
permanent locations. 

In carrying out its responsibility under the Wartime Civilia n Control 
Administration, the F.S.A. cooperates closely with U. S.Department of Agriculture 
War Boards. The assistance of state and county War Board s is particularly 
important in connection with situations involving poli cy or arbitration. 

The FSA's part in the program is directed by Laurence I. Hew es, Jr., 
Regional FSA Director, under a plan embracing District and Field offices. Field 
offices operate under the supervision of the District o ffices. For instance, 
Harry Oakley, in charge of District Number Three, supe rvises Field Agents at 
"service centers" in USES offices in Alhambra, Inglewood,  Long Beach, and several 
other Southern California cities. 

OPERATION 

The Field Agents are the men actually doing the job; brin ging Japanese and 
new operators together, helping qualified new operators to secure financing, 



keeping records of all transactions. Japanese and other prospective evacuees have 
been requested to register their holdings with the FSA Fi eld Agent at the closest 
"service center.** Prospective new operators have been r equested to register like-
wise. Farmers making deals "on the side" are also aske d to clear through the 
nearest FSA office. It is the responsibility of the FSA to mai ntain full reports 
on how the transfer process is working out. 

In Los Angeles County an unusual situation exists that do es not apply in 
other parts of the state. The Office of Agricultural Coordi nator has been 
established under the County Defense Council. The FSA h as a working agreement with 
the Agricultural Coordinator under which the Agricultura l Coordinator's office 
specializes in negotiations between land owners and farme rs and the FSA handles 
all other aspects of the program. Both agencies clear all applications and 
transactions with each other. 

Financing and Credit: All banks and commercial lending ag encies have been 
asked to give immediate priority to loan applications f rom experienced farmers^ 
desiring to take over evacuated land. The same goes for  the Farm Credit Administra-
tion. If a qualified farmer needs a real estate loan, the F ederal Land. Bank will 
give him consideration, and the Production Credit Association will consider his 
application for a crop or livestock loan. If no one else can help him, the FSA 
will attempt to get the farmer a regular Farm Security rural rehabilitation or 
Food For Victory Loan. 

If neither banks and commercial lending agencies nor th ese government 
agencies can help the qualified farmer, the FSA has funds a uthorized by the Army 
to make direct special loans, provided, of course, the fa rmer has secure tenure 
through ownership, or lease, and protection against ju dgment on chattels and -where 
competence is assured. Loans may be made to owners, tenan ts, farm laborers, 
partnerships, and corporations, and for any expense or cha rge in connection with 
land use, including seed and fertilizer, livestock, farm  machinery, equipment, and 
supplies and services. The loans are for one year except t hat renewals may be 
necessary where capital goods are being purchased. 

Farmers who wish to take over farming operations vacated by Japanese 
and Japanese-Americans must make their own arrangements wi th the Japanese to 
purchase or lease the land, or to take over the present lea se. 

Some people have been under the impression that FSA has t aken over these 
farms and is assigning new operators to them. This is not correct. The FSA is 
bringing the Japanese and operators interested in their farms together and is 
refereeing arrangements between the two. If a farmer is qu alified to operate the 
land, the FSA will assist him in getting operating credit  after he has acquired the 
land, providing other credit is not available. But applic ants must be experienced 
in California's highly skilled type of agriculture and unless they are financially 
able to make the initial arrangements for operating the  land it is idle to apply. 

In connection with the actual evacuation phase of the pro gram, Farm 
Security has established an evacuation control unit un der the direction of Lee Fryer 
in the San Francisco office. Crews of this unit, consisti ng of an evacuation agent, 
assistant agent, and interviewer will be established a t localities when the Army 
posts evacuation orders, and will interview all Japanese  farmers, list their 
farm property, and arrange with the field agent for its final disposition. 

To assist large operators in acquiring Japanese farm operatio ns, Farm 
Security has also established a negotiations unit under the direction of 
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Frank McNichol, "who has headquarters at the San Franc isco office. Negotiators of 
this unit will contact large operators, processors, grou ps, etc., and assist them 
in making arrangements to keep Japanese lands in product ion. At present Lee Taylor 
and Don H, Graham are assigned to this work in Southern Cali fornia. They are 
located at Mr. Oakley*s office at 707 South Spring Street, Los Angeles. 

Time is short. Continuity of production must be assur ed. Substitute 
management must be found. The job is far too large to be acc omplished by individual 
recruitment. Japanese lands cover 240,000 acres on the We st Coast and the 
farms alone are worth $70,000,000. In California a hig h proportion of this 
production consists of war crops. Therefore, any person q ualified in California 
agriculture and interested in any way in transferring thes e lands to new operation 
should check with the FSA Field Agent at the nearest U.S . Employment Service office. 

/ 

« 



LOCATION OF WFA FIELD OFFICES (IN U.S.E.S. OFFICES) - CALIF ORNIA 

Field Field Street Telephone 

office agent address number 

Alameda Richard D.Wadley 1536 Park St. Lakehurst 27300 

Alhambra Ralph Randall 27 E.Valley Blvd. Atlantic 24174 

Bakersfield Jack L.McKenzie 1300 18th St. Bakersfield 66041 

Berkeley Geo.  W.Buckley 2459-63 Shattuck Thornwall 1389 

Burbank Tharol Larsen 131 E.Magnolia Blvd. Charleston 67401 

Chico Walter N.Anderson 345  W.  5thSt. Chico 1793 

El Centro Arthur V.Schenck 540 State St. El Centro 1690 

Fresno Frank E.Nagel 2146 Inyo St. Fresno 36184 

Hayward Richard D.Wadley Post Office Bldg. Hayward 2700 

Indio Paul R.Frink 720 State Highway Indio 7495 

In  gl  e wo od Joe W.Atkin 319 E.Hillcrest Inglewood 4181 

Long Beach Lamar D.Engstrom 416 Pine Ave. Long Beach 63211 

Los Angeles Stuart H.Richards 1100 S.Flower St. Richmond 4181 

Marysville • Louis R.Brewer 321 C Street Marysville 1652 

Merced Gerald Mackersie 622 19th St. Merced 1065 

Pasadena Perry B.Miller 745 E.Green St. Sycamore 37111 

Pittsburg Bryan L.Booth 480 Black Diamond St. Pittsburg 412 

Pomona Ray H.Finch 145 W.5th Ave. Pomona 1922 

Redlands Art Branham 14 E.Vine St. Redlands 0681 

Richmond Elmo R.Webster 601 Nevin St. Richmond 3670 

Riverside Albert E.Ruoff 3469 Main St. Riverside 5540 

Sacramento Wayne L.Phelps 1330 J Street Sacramento 33941 

Salinas L.Robert Hamilton 7 Natividad St. Salinas 4873 

San Diego Elwood Trask 1165 Front St. Franklin 6281 

San Fernando Louis Jensen 132 N.Maclay St. San Fernando 5571 

San Jose Chas. A.Hearn 393 S.2nd St. Columbia 4646 

San Pedro John L.Stewart 362 E.Seventh St. San Pedro 5961 

Santa Ana Lee Seidell 501 W.Fifth St. Santa Ana 6101 

Santa Maria Warren T.Stannard 310 W.Main St. Santa Maria 107 

San Mateo James H.Eager 15 B. Street San Mateo 8250 

Santa Monica Wm.Whitaker 1558 5th Street Santa Monica 42758 

Santa Rosa Gustav E.Frevert 501 Third St. Santa Rosa 2022 

Stock ton David J.Gilhooley 201 N.RanJoaquin Stockton 77851 

Torrance Doyle Y.Landon 2300 Carson St. Torrance 417 

Ventur  a Chas.E.Hazelton 53 S.California St. Ventura 2291 

Visalia Wm. J.Hurley 500 N.Garden St. Visalia 2002 

Watsonviile Myron C.Frane 21 W.Lake Ave. Watsonvilie 1271 

Whittier Silas M.Young 214 W.Philadelphia Whittier 43378 

April 9, 1942 
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LOCATION OF WFA DISTRICT OFFICERS AND SPECIAL FISLD AGE NTS 

DISTRICT OFFICERS: 

District 
number 

District 
officer 

James L.Shelly 

Ernst Behr 

Harry Oakley 

Offices in 
district 

El Centro,Cai if. 
Indio, " 
Phoenix, Arizona 

Pomona, Calif. 
Redlands, " 
Riverside, " 
San Diego, " 
Santa Ana, " 
Whittier,  11 

Alhambra, Calif. 
Inglewood, " 
Long Beach, " 
Los Angeles," 
Pasadena, " 
San Pedro, " 
Torrance, 

Headquarters 

Phoenix, Arizona 
220 W.Jefferson St. 
Phoenix 45545 

Whittier, Calif. 
214 W.Philadelphia 
Street 
VJhittier 43378 

Los Angeles, Calif. 
707 So.Spring St. 
Trinity 6716 

Waldo J. Blaisdell 

George Homsy 

Oscar W. Dennis 

Richard F. El am 

Burbank, Calif. 
San Fernando," 
Santa Maria,  n 

Santa Monica," 
Ventura, " 

Bakersfield, Calif. 
Fresno,  n 

Merced, " 
Stockton, 
Visalia, " 

Alameda, Calif. 
Hayward, " 
Oakland, " 
Salinas,  M 

San Jose, " 
San Mateo, * 
Santa Rosa, " 
Watsonville," 

Berkeley, Calif. 
Chico, " 
Mary8Ville,  H 

Pittsburg, » 
Richmond, " 
Sacramento, " 

Burbank, Calif. 
131 E.Magnolia 
Boulevard, 
Charleston 67401 

Fresno, Calif. 
2146 Inyo St., 
Fresno 36184 

San Jose, Calif. 
393 S.2nd St. 
Columbia 4646 

Richmond, Calif. 
601 Nevin St., 
Richmond 3670 



District 
number 

8 

District 
officer 

Charles M. Ross 

George Penrose 

Offices in 
district 

Astoria, Oregon 
Hood River, " 
Portland, " 
Raymond, Wash. 
Yakima,  n 

Salem, Oregon 

Seattle, Wash. 
Bremerton, " 
Tacoma, " 

Headquarters 

Portland, Oregon 
Porter Building 
6th Ave. & Stark St 
Atwater 9553 

Portland, Oregon 
Porter Building 
6th Ave. & Stark St 
Atwater 9553 

SPECIAL FIELD AGENTS  : 

Office Name Address Phone 

Los Angeles Ed File 

San Francisco m . Sahr 

Portland 

Seattle 

Walter Cline 

f. D. Staats 

Security First Nat'l Bank Neutral 
707 So. Spring Street 0211 

c/o Federal Reserve Office Sutter 
Financial Center Building 8420 

Ext. 245 

c/o Federal Reserve Office Atwater 
Porter Building 9553 
6th Ave. & Stark Street 

c/o Federal Reserve Office Elliott 
808 Second Street 4320 

April 9, 1942 



Federal Security Agency 
Social Security Board 
United States Employment Service 

WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL LABOR REPORT FOR CALIFORNIA 

Week of April 27, 19^2 

SUMMARY 

Attentionis called to certain adjustments 
which have been made, and will continue to be 
made in the activities and estimates included 
in the Weekly Agricultural Labor Report, These 
adjustments are based on more detailed infor-
mation which is being secured regarding vari-
our crop activities in different areas which 
affects their current s ign i f icance in the 
agricultural labor market. For example, cot-
ton planting has been deleted as not per t i -
nent to this report since the labor involved 
is made up primarily of family and year-round 
workers. Cotton chopping, however, which will 
begin in early May,will require large numbers 
of tempor ary workers and wi l l be covered by 
this report. Present additions to the report 
include strawberries in Los Angeles County , 
formerly picked by Japanese family workers; 
peas in Stanislaus County, where the acreage 
has increased from 1,000 to ^,000 for spring 
peas since 19^1; and sugar beets in Alameda 
County where the acreage has also increased. 

Because of these adjustments, net agri-
cultural employment is not exactly comparable 
for the weeks of April 20 and April 27* How-
ever,with improved weather conditions, activ-
ities have been accelerated and the gross 
labor demand is believed almost double that 
of last week. Additional workers are request-
ed throughout the sugar beet areas. About 
6,000 thinners are currently working and there 
is an indicated demand for about 2,800 more. 
It is believed that a reasonable addition to 
the present supply of workers can successfully 
handle the task if weather conditions remain 
favorable. 

The demand for asparagus workers has in-
creased from 1,^00 to about 1,600 within the 
past week, and 6,^00 are current ly reported 
harvesting this crop in the San Joaquin-Sacra-
mento area. The spinach harvest in this area 
is approximately complete and many workers re-

leased from this crop should a l lev iate the 
stringency in the asparagus labor supp ly . 

In the Southern Counties,the navel orange 
harvest is nearing completion and workers will 
move directly to Valencia orange p i ck ing . 
Additional pickers wi l l be avai lable from 
lemon picking. Los Angeles and Orange coun-
ties report that nearly 3*000 unemployed work-
ers are at present awaiting employment in the 
Valencia harvest. As a shortage of navel or-
ange pickers developed in Riverside County , 
crews were loaned by Los Angeles County to 
help complete picking. San Diego County is 
completing arrangements with school authorit-
ies to use high school students hours a day 
in the strawberry and citrus harvests. Trans-
portation from the school and back wi l l be 
furnished by employers or the use of school 
busses 

Minor labor shortages existed in the Coast 
counties with the exception of Ventura where 
the present labor supply is adequate. Monterey 
County reports a current demand for 550 addi-
tional lettuce workers and 25O sugar beet 
thinners. Guayule p lant ings are st i l l in-
creasing and the present surplus of 200 work-
ers is expected to be absorbed and possibly 
additional workers needed to complete the ex-
pected plantings. 

The thinning of apricots and peaches has 
begun in scattered areas and over 2,500 work-
ers are at present engaged in this operation. 
Except for I50 addi tional apr icot thinners 
requested in Solano and Yolo count ies , the 
present labor demands are being met with an 
adequate supply. Future shortages are ex-
pected by some northern counties during peach 
thinning; however, it is too soon to predict 
the possible extent of a labor stringency for 
this activity. 

GENERAL EXPLANATIONS 

The estimates shown are made by managers 
of United States Employment Service Offices 
in the reported counties, and are based on 
the best available local in format ion, sup-
plemented by special surveys. 

Data are not reported for all crop activ-
i ties. Thus the total "Present Number Work-
ing" does not represent statewide employment 
in California crops. In general, an activity 
is reported only when 100 or more workers 
are to be hired in a concentrated area. 

In Report 88lA the county to tal surplus 
of workers  i  s reported opposi te the county 

name. Since the same unemployed worker may 
be available for work in more than one crop 
activity, the county surplus may be less 
than the sum of the indiv idual surpluses» 
Similarly, when unemployed workers in the 
county are not available for any of the cur-
rent crop activities as reported, the county 
total may exceed the sum of the indiv idual 
surpluses. 

The reported labor surp luses refer to 
agricultural workers only, and exclude per-
sons not usually engaged in agr icu l tura l 
work, but who are available in most communi-
ties when a serious shortage threatens. 
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ING 
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RATE OF PAY 
[DOLLARS] 
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- Not reported 

(a) Positive (+) figures represent the number of unemploy ed workers available. Negative 
figures ( - ) represent the number of additional workers for  whom employment is available 
in the crop activity shown. Underlined figures opposite na me of county represent county 
total agricultural labor surplus. See general explanati ons attached. 

(b) Unemployed  w o r k e r s in Los Angeles and Orange counties are awaiting employment  in  V a l e n c i a 

orange picking; they  a r e not available for  r e f e r r a l  to other  a r e a s . 

(c) Full lemon picking crews being used because rain has re duced the number of picking days. 

(d) Not previously reported. 

(e) Present available workers for guayule planting in M onterey County are expected to be need-
ed as plantings increase. Housing for single white worke rs only. 

(f) Housing for Mexicans and Filipinos only. 

(g) Includes packing labor. 

(h) Rate range for spinach harvest in San Joaquin County i ncreased from 12^ -1^ per crate to 
12^-20^ per crate to compensate workers whose earning s have been low because unfavorable 
weather has reduced the hours per day and days per week of wo rk possible. 

(i) Increased labor requirement due to heavy cherry yield  expected. The starting of picking 
will be delayed because of cool weather. 

(j) Apricot acreage in Stanislaus County is estimated as over 5,000; however, 3,000 acres, 
Tilton variety, will not be thinned. 

(k) The low labor requirement for harvesting canning p eas in Stanislaus County is due to the 
harvesting method. They will be cut and threshed, which re quires fewer workers than 
picking, as for market peas. 

(l) These workers are needed for sugar beets, not includ ed on this report. 

INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS SUMMARY REPORT IS TO BE P UBLISHED ONLY ON APPROVAL OF 
THE UNITED STATES EMPLOYMENT SERVICE, FOR WHOSE USE IT IS PREPARED. MORE DETAILED 
INFORMATION MAY BE SECURED FROM LOCAL OFFICES OF THE UNITED STATES EMPLOYMENT SERVICE. 

FACILITIES 
FURNISHED 
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WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL LABOR REPORT FOR CALIFORNIA 

Week of May 25, 19^2 

SUMMARY 

Approximately 68,000 workers are cur-
rently engaged in the major California crop 
activities in the counties covered by this 
report» Favorable weather condi t ions and 
the progress of the season have increased 
the call for workers. At present, more than 
15,000 additional workers could be used in 
spring activities: about  3,000 in peach 
thinning; over 2,500 in sugar beet thinning; 
about 2,000 in cotton chopping; nearly 1,^00 
in the asparagus harvest; and about 800 in 
cherry picking* 

Most of these activi t ies are using as 
many or more workers than they were a year 
ago; however, increased plantings as well as 
better crop prospects have intensif ied the 
labor demand, and addit ional workers would 
greatly facilitate the present handling of 
crops. 

Some areas are experiencing considerable 
hardship in giving proper attention to the 
crops. San Diego County reports an expected 
loss in the citrus and strawberry crops be-
cause of the lack of pickers, which, in the 
case of strawberries,is largely attributable 
to the evacuation of Japanese farmers* Ven-
tura County reports that the supply of citrus 
pickers has been affected by the recruitment 
of labor for construction projects paying as 
high as 87 cents an hour. Some sugar beet 
areas are progressing satisfactorilywith the 
thinning activity even with l imited crews, 
while others have been unable to thin some 
fields before they passed the thinning stage. 

The cherry harvest has been delayed and 
recent indications are that the yield wi l l 
be less than originally estimated. Accord-
ingly, the expected demand for workers will 
be reduced, particularly in Sonoma and Sac-
ramento counties. 

Women workers and students have already 
started to assist the farmers. In Monterey 
County 100 girls and women are weeding the 
Guayule beds. About 1?5 high school students 
are thinning peaches in Stanislaus County, 
and students and women are reported to be 
thinning peaches in Sut ter County . 

The registration of student farm and can-
nery workers continues throughout the state. 
Adult workers are also volunteering help to 
the local farmers and the regis t rat ion of 
these workers is under way . 

The transportation of available workers 
to jobs is becoming an increasing problem in 
labor recruitment, part icular ly in the San 
Joaquin Valley where the placement of avail-
able cotton choppers has been handicapped 
because of the lack of transportation facil-
ities. Farmers are being advised to p lan 
means of transportation for workers not liv-
ing on the premises. 

Although there is considerably less mi-
gration of agricultural workers than is usu-
al for this time of year,Kern County reports 
that the Arvin, Edison,and Shafter FSA Camps 
are filling up. In genera l , the migrants 
seem either older or younger than u s u a l — 
probably because workers between 20 and if0 
have gone into industrial employment or serv-
ice with the armed forces. 

The hay and grain harvests are starting 
or are soon to start in most areas and some 
concern is being expressed regarding the 
labor supply. At the same time that avail-
able workers are fewer, the use of harvest 
machinery and equipment wi l l be restricted 
in many areas* 

GENERAL EXPLANATIONS 

The estimates shown are made by managers 
of United States Employment Service Offices 
in the reported counties, and are based on 
the best available local information, sup-
plemented by special surveys* 

Data are not reported for all crop activ-
ities* Thus the total "Present Number Work-
ing" does not represent statewide employment 
in California crops* In general, an activity 
is reported only when 100 or more workers 
are to be hired in a concent ra ted area* 

In Report 88lA the county total surplus 
of workers is reported opposite the county 

name* Since the same unemployed worker may 
be available for work in more than one crop 
activity, the county surplus may be less 
than the sum of the indiv idual surpluses* 
Similarly, when unemployed workers in the 
county are not available for any of the cur-
rent crop activities as reported, the county 
total may exceed the sum of the individual 
surpluses* 

The reported labor surpluses refer to 
agricultural workers only, and exclude per-
sons not usually engaged in agr icu l tura l 
work, but who are available in most communi-
ities when a serious shortage threatens* 
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a X  Not applicable 
« . . . 

( - ) represent the number of additional workers for who m employment is available in the crop 
activity shown. Underlined figures opposite name of co unty represent county total agri-
cultural labor surplus. See general explanations attache d. 

— (c) Housing with board ft $.90 per day is provided for s ingle men—whi te , colored, Mexican, and 
Filipino. 

— (c) Housing with board ft $.90 per day is provided for s ingle men—whi te , colored, Mexican, and 
Filipino. 

(d) Housing for Mexicans and Filipinos. 

~ (a) Includes packing labor. The adequacy of the labor supply for the peak is as yet uncertain. 

— (f) The low labor requirement for cherry picking in Sonoma County is due to the poor yield — (f) The low labor requirement for cherry picking in Sonoma County is due to the poor yield 

(g) Fresno County report for grain Includes the followin g crops and acreages: Barley,  145,000 — 
acres; Oats, 4,000 teres; Wheat, 34,970 acres; Flax, 00,0 00 acres. 

— (h) Barley only. Acreage has Increased from 55,000 I n 1941 to 80,000 In  1942. — (h) Barley only. Acreage has Increased from 55,000 I n 1941 to 80,000 In  1942. 

— (i) The Sutter County report for cherries includes abou t  80 acres in Yuba County* — (i) The Sutter County report for cherries includes abou t  80 acres in Yuba County* 

INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS SUMMARY REPORT IS TO BE  PUBLISHED ONLY ON APPROVAL OF 

II 
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