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Cid-IfOhiilA'S JAPASho* 1«  Ta-.  CRISIS 

vjhat of the Japan«ee in California? Whet problems do almost 10 0,00 

California Japanese present to civil an* Federal author ities, to the F.3.I., 

and the Aray and Havy Intelligence, in the present cri sis? Wh;.t art the 

problems that face California citizens in their deali ngs it*. Japanese 

ene©y aliens, an  -  Aa  i  ican citizen* of Japane«* parentage? Host important 

of all, ho- can possible Japanese fifth column activiti es be prevented, 

and national unity a- well a* the f  ,ith,  loyalty tnu active co-op«.ration 

of these affected be be fit preserved? 

It is of vital concern to the whole country, not to Califo rnia alone, 

tii- I these problems be recognize-.., evaluated, and dealt ?dth rational!y, 

Slickly, .vnu effectively, in the interests of nation al safety, end a Speedy 

victory. In the ¿agree that rumor replaces feet, an hys teria reason, in 

dealing vith any of piooicas, national unity is impaired and the 

treaen  ;ous  task ahead «ade the sore difficult. 

There it little likelihooo that any appreciable- nujab ei of Aaerican 

citize s will be influenced by the unthinking sloppy s entimentality to be 

founu at one enu of th< eaotional scale, in their dealin gs  i  ith mesners of 

enti,' alien races living in America. At least there ar t fev  n Jap-lovers" 

in California! There is considerable danger however tot oo»e  citizens may 

occasionally both feel an.., act upon the truly sadistic  ha tret  that it to be 

found far at the other en. oi that emotional scale» B oth art- uangerous. 

For th t r< a son  an.>  one who sentiment? iizes tne situation on tin. one hand, 

or -ino d lib.rately fane the fires of unreasoning blood thirsty he .tared on 

tue other, auet be consider.^ as truly subversive, no n atter hov passion-

ately  jf  trio tic hi.: aotives. 



HufittOfcrfe* Geographical Distribution, ¡na Occupatio ns. ox California Japanese 
as of December 7 

According te> the 1^40 United States Ctiisus re orts, th ere are 1£6,947 

Japsj&ese in t-h< United -States, enu 95,717 of tne-s, live in the State of 

California. Moat of the rest art scattered over the  :  tates of Oregon, 

Washington, Utah, Nevada ant. Arizona, 

01' this number the Jiksei (pronounced knee—»ay) or- seco nd generation 

American born citizens outnumber the Issei, i'irst gene ration nationals be— 

t- een tvo ana three to out in the total population, altho ugh there is 

some variation in certain localities. 

In tht Xfepe-r i&l Valley, for instance, where the 1,585: Jap anese are en-

gaged alaoet exclusive^ in gardening, there art 68s Is^ei, an a 994 Nisei. 

Ana in San .Diego, where the 2,076 Japanese art-  engage a  almost exclusively 

in fishing, there are 7sS Xssei, and 1 ,¿855 JJiscd* 

A fev other statistical facts ¿a, be ox interest. Thirty- nine jer cent 

ol ell California Japanese art in Los Angeles County, and  "Lil* Tokio," the 

Japanese quarter of the City of hos Aug«.lea, has 25,b£l r e^iaenis an<* is the 

largest Japanese coauttinitj in North America. 

The next largest aggregation in California is in ¿an Fran cisco, where 

"Uiere are 5,i>00 resident Japanese. aiclLIvr groups ar e to be foun: in most 

oi the larger California comunibies, notably ¿3acraaent o, btockton, Fresno, 

San Jose, San Diego, ana Brawley. 

Tir. major occupations of the  J- ,-ntse in Ceiif rnia are truck-i .ruing 

(including flowers) ano handling and selling the proauce.  Tat- Department 

of Agriculture of the State or California estinted tha t (as of Deceabex 7) 

about 80 per c< nt of California's vegetables were grown a n,, their marketing 

controlled by Japanese« 



Second in importance is fishin^, ti.ird Is business - snop s, notels, 

etc., v.iu. personal service ntxi, ana the si. serons co ming last. 

It ht  s  been pointed out that the very netare wi ,ne two major oc cupa-

tions of the Japanese, truck-fariing anc fisnin fa , has places tnea geograph-

ically in positions peculiariy adapted to effective fif th column \ork. For 

they not only  farm  in the Sacramento, San Joe train and Imperial Valleys, bu t 

they farm on tne sea-cut terraces that have résulte., from the repeated up-

lifts Ou. ihe «hole coar.tiil lend ai-.su, an., along  tht coastal /«lain, There 

is not ipso facto anything sinister in tinse facts, howev er, at tne Jap-

anese have always been fishersen from their crowded isia nas an farmed its 

terraces for ¿entrâtions before they came here. These were thing? they 

¿new ho  -  to do supremely r ell, 

These ar«-. the most pertinent facts regarding the numbe rs, geographical 

«.'is tri out ion, nad occupations of California Japanese as of December 7. 

be gal otatus of Je,mat se in torica 

In order to male* an> rationed evalu. „ion of the variou s claims s no 

r 

counterclaims* that  .  re confusing this most vitax issu< in the crisis, 

there must be a clear underatanaihg of tht legal ¿ta.tus ox oot ii the Xssei 

;..n; uie Nisei ¿roups ox resident Ja an. se, both prior to an. since the 

eau r gen ce or a state of Y.ar. Ana *ho are the Kibei, ana wh at io tneir 

legal status? 

Issei 

Prior to December 7, tne 25,563 first generation Jap «s e in California, 

known popularly as the Issei, h&a tne status of resident nationals. In the 

early years of this century there vas considérable agitat ion for the sup-

pression of Japanese immigration, its a result of vnich Th eodore Hoosevelt 

i.: tiiteà a «gentleman»  s  egree^ent" entrusting Je pan v.ith tne enforcement 



of exclusion of immigration into the United States, 

It «as charged that the Japanese g o v t m e n t , in violation of their 

agreement, M t an adaitioaal 100,00. of their nationals i nto tide country 

between the years of idOQ ana 1219. Foliovin*, a series of  hearings K i d 

an this charge on the Pacific Co,.si in 135:0, a ne* toi'raioc ect tr ans-
««•«ft 

ferring enforcement of Japanese exclusion back tu the Uni ted ot- its Govern-

ment ',a;. asscd qy C a r e s s ¿a 1*24. »ili -as Un, "Fxciuaion  Act" an er 

wi.ich  a;  »bars of the yellow race vere permitted no quota »hatever . Àany 

autno:  ities ani official* point out that tuie ---is oi total exclus ion 

h,.,; been oitterly rese nted by the proud and sensitive O riental races and 

that the same end» could have been served i* setting a no»in < i or "token" 

number as th* quota figure. Al- Rear Ae.Mral larneil ne t recenti, pointed 

out, this matter au;,t be straightened out before the basis of a lasting 

,eace cari be set up. Ac cor ling to un- general popular v i - , n o. ever, the 

suggestion is premature, today at least, as we hav* a var tu win<f au all 

oth-r consioe. ationb i n c l u d e this aijfct  v  eil >e kept in abeyance until 

the job is .one. 

•;ut no* aoes it happen that praóidcaily noni of the issai, a . they 

ail arrived before 1324 remember, are naturalized citi zens? Ie is. taat 

ali of the-: were merely tools of a Ja 4 ¿Jit...  governmental polity of ecor.om-

ic infiltration anu hence haa no interest in takin fc  on aha ooligations of 

American citi  se-:]  ship? 

Jf thei *as ine explanation for th* fallare tu act oi txu grt t majority, 

why i it that the nomoet v.ho aay, «ven then, hev<. com e as active e. ies 

or Oxiicial agents oi their country aid not becosn natur alize citi;ens 

here la order to  bui  row fro» within - to establisn a fxfth column? 



There is a rattier asaaing lack ox understanding of their position in 

this» respect, even on the pert of leauing California citi zens ..ho should 

know better. 

"Viay on earth shouldn't s Japan< se nave taken out p a . i t ' he had 

lived here forty years ano really was loyal to America l acteau 01 to 

Japan?" the President oi a Los Angeles service club . the writer tn e 

otner ciay. 

The answer to these questions as u© be f^un. in th< fact tn ^i unless 

tney were uere prior to July 14, 1870, au T̂ -re. then twen ty-one (ii.  .  nich 

esse the/ are ninety-to or three  to-, ay I)  tne> couldn't have fcecoai« 

n.,. uurs  xised citizens whatev  T their  . ¡otives  or .teeires. Section ¿169 of 

the Revised St tut-s oi" the Basic naturalisation haw, e dopted at that tirue, 

stipulates that onl^ v.nxtes, or negroes born in Africa, are eligible to 

become nao irali.eci citizens. It is true, novever, thst i n .. *«.- tern 

states, Oi liforria a.yon& thea there were officials «no  a \ar en ti; had 

never heart; of this Ian- un.i hence issued a< tux aiia&tio n pap-. r£  to a fev 

Chinese- or J .panefie aft * this ate, out the number is n &ii&i bie. 

In on. opinion oi aaay people, moreover, sost of th. se ea rly settlers 

were just pioneers, lik<- the  &ran:  fathers aao great, great ¿¿rarfofathers of 

all American citizens an. that liice til pioneers they were  s--.-  .:in fr  a n*w 

world* better iivin u conditions, the  n iort abundant life n for theas< Lvea 

.¿riv, tni.ir c..ii rer.. Insta&d of vihicn thtv.ere hera e -  to£t-tner in labor 

camps, un. er a standard of living so low that it, in its elf, vas held 

against the» as proof of innate inferiority. It wa low . But as it was 

all the.; could afford, they lived on it and u ianU ask for Charity. (In-

cidentally  ,  on December 7  tnt.  re were only three Japanese on relief in Los 

Angeles County  I)  For :tany years they seldom aared ¿o anywhere except in 
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pairs for well .justified fear of oein è beaten or ctoned. 

in 1924 Exclusion Act aadc it painfully eleer tnat wo didn*t 

want tn«*, nan, -ook the nint and left, often neart~b rea*ingiy leading 

their Jtoei-xeaa-ixim children beuiad. Otaers decided t o stay. T U se are 

the Issei, ciK. ihet va, their status, ana why, as 01 Deee ,«oer 7. Y/ith the 

emergence of a «Ut*  oi  war, the lasei, all of u.e., p e ^ "ene*y aliens" 

an-.i Th'.reb w ios? all civil rights. 

B.y Federal statute aaopted .urm^ to aerini >tr at io n of John  A cms  in 

1798, ^ntnever a-aeclared state ol" war ex-sta uetween tta  United -tate 3 end 

,, ioreigr, ¿overn-ieat, or en invasion  fa<u-  occurred 01 i, threatened, ex- che 

Presi., nt aas aw^e uolic proclamation of that event, a U n atives, citizens, 

ae&izens, -r subjects of a hostile natio» over tne age oi fo urteen years, 

; :ll o Bkail De in the Uniteci State« and are not naturalized, are  ixabi to 

a prehension as  e  a m y alien«. The ?r,silent, in such eveat, is empowered 

b, proclamation or  other ,ubiic act to regulate tne conduct to be obs rveù 

on the part of ch« United States tower,, such aliens, maim er 01 restraint 

to vvnicn -e,.. **? be „a^.cv.u, coaéitioas un~er which « te? allowtd 

to reside in the Uniteci ¿tate»,  01 provisions for their oeparture fro;., the 

United States« 

On Wednesday, ece;aber 10, President Roosevelt issued a pro e l a t i o n 

.ovrrn^i the activities oi alien enemies, Tne thirteen se ction;: ox that 

•-roclaaetioa cover »any  -..ivei  ̂ ifiecl subjects, such as forbiteli «ones, re-

strietea trtus, lists of farbiauen articles tu have in po ssession, custody, 

or control, r.gui*tion oi travel  01 change oi residency acsfcership or ac-

tivity in organisation«! groups, or as  sciabile a  to be deaignate-: by the 

Attorney Generai» 



Oaa«j Section 9 of ttoai gaoclAii: U © 9 , Uit Attorns i^ral  f.n the 

SfeOsr«t&Tj oi' *?ar a-cludi alio» a i fro* i loa* list o*  *: i  cii'icaiiy 

, i, >4i t<_u hi-^., ..a- (• ¿.rtntiy just i,-. ' .<„ o trlookeu 

Tro-ui an* locality in ^u-iu ¿taiu a©© by w. *,.lien  < xi<  ;v  .  i.-.ali 

in- iouaa to coujiitute ft #ftf*P to public peacc u d safety * t t if 

Waited cUtefc," 

;  :  uaci, lor t:u iv^al status of the leuci. To-ity hay are "anc ay aliene. 

9ut what of th*  legal sta^u® of tut 60 ,KB Mieei la CalifGraiat By 

virtuf, ji  t ij«:  Coa -̂.itutioi. taey, U vxn,, b<t«i. 'bora ihi*- country , art 

¿a*:*  ¿CUR clti;uaa ?.ita €.li Ui* rî fat  .  ¿uaranteeo l& bill, of . to I 

exl r  A-  .'̂ -ic&n eitifc©»»* 

Coaa-cfes «at- iu.ll .  jov<•  r to uafia* thfe c©*witi©as uik.br tuion citizens, ip 

. ..  D*: iwatt Lo^tvi r, TfcOi-v vhv tlkat w iat rt&t of natio nal 

t- dir.as interna-nt of ail Ja  tf^efit  irvts. t-ctiva oi" citiaenahip, 

i^vi raiavu to* qw ¿ti.ua oi ual o i t i tea t^ , a  pes»*! oi*  2»« of 

l̂ iia.̂ ;. avtal̂ ia*. tfaat as. ©vaa tae uoat t-xxreaa oi' too-taln*. ^HiM 

view (th ntceasiv oi'  interna*, ¿.t)  era eeĵ raeli ttrgt ti.e coia U t e ab-

r  . VJatloa  oi' tik« Constitution. That it a bit too nitl* ri«L  1 or Atari«*«* 

to tUiasch. Tboiufc v>ho aav, argued tfcat if l^^Umo don* It  tin  a so can 

we, h&v  • pfcareatii  f©r*ottaa tae.t are nut living uacn the Con-

stitution oi the fnittd Si*tea of M e r l e 

tr.iiri.iv  4. fro* tat of ta u e e i r a b i l i 01 *as»w inttra-

at,at, (wiu. ̂ r̂ oat-atii for whici till ot pro csoa 1 t<' T i-

-article) ¿ovft tat cuiai, citi*t.nt,.ip itatua oi tae ri xsai actually oridt. 

grounds for Con^resaioaal rt vocation of eitiiensi.ip? 
t ^ i t H a U o a U . ' 

The argument for tills vie* la wall praaanta. by Mr. John d. ^u ^n-.e, ntwa 



commentator on the Coast to Coast „Mutual Het«ork. In an open letter to 

Attorney General Francis Biddie, on January19, 1342,  Jir.  Juries says: 

"As ¿ou undoubted;. know, th. provisions :>f the Japanese l a* created 

a aost peculiar situation in the case of Aiaerican-bore Ja panese* The Japan-

ese statute in substance provides that the first-born  of <¿11 J  .,;ane se  ab-

jects abroad shall De subjects of the  ïsa pire  of Ja an, if ciie in the event 

the parents of such Japanese children born abroad shall r egister tneir birth 

with the nearest Japanese Consular office within a per io oi fourteen days 

after birth. It is knov.n that aost Japanose aliens in t nc United  ¡.  tales 

he.v.. complied vita this Japanese statute or. behalf of the ir children, not 

only first-born, bat ail of the first generation  Aiaei  ican-born an. in many 

cases second generation Astrican-bprh. The record of ,u ch registration 

woulï à ve been in the fil< s of the Consular's office in thi. country, but 

undoubtedly were destroyed with the out ore a s of var. 

"This présenté an unfortunate situation legally, since it obviously will 

oe difficult or impossible to prov- whether the registrat ion has been made. 

Certainly m- ay American-oorn Japanese ao not know whether such registration 

made, out even ii they eo knor,  they roulc  oe *o&t unlikely to admit it. 

"True, it  r,-JuXd  >e ilificuit to prove, in ao» t  case s,  that ¿¡¿e ican-born 

Japanese were Japanese citit ens, out it would be equa lly difficult for them 

to /rove tnat they hae legally revolted such Japanese c itiftcnship, ,-nich it can 

ot assumed tney acquired tnrougn the act oi their parents. Tais is war, 

Tae buraen of proof should be theirs." 

Mr. ¿iugn.es says that Attorney Gen frai Bidule re  .lie a  that Congressional 

action following the suggestions outlined rouiu not, i; his opinion, be con-

stitutional. So that wc  ale.  seee, to be that  1 

It; the opinion of aost of thoe-e official^ concerned eitfc t his problem^ 

the question of auax citizensnip is not in tin least relevan t to the question 



of a Nisei's personal loyalty, ir. Chester Ro*eli suas u p tfais viewpoint 

In an editorial in the San Francisco Chronicle of Tuesday,  January 20, in 

m i c h he sayst 

"Tfcis question of cuai citizen.-,fal  >  is cot new, ana it did not  b«.  gin 

with the Japanese. Most 01 the countries oi continental ¿nrope have, or 

ion^ had, such a law, 

"The  rii 1  r f is this: There is no question oi m e competence oi Ja; a , 

for instance, to enact a law trust Japanese-born per sons an even their de-

scendants b o m abroad, ¿nail be irrevocably Japanese citi zens, and shall be 

lie Die, iii Japen, to military service an the oth r obi ligations oi citizen-

ship. 

"But there it also no question oJ the vaii.iit, of the Amer ican Consti-

tution, which .rovi-i.es that all persons born or natura lized in Aatrica are 

Aaerican citizens. Both lairs are in effect, ana each is vaii* , a., the law 

oi' it». o?n country. 

"The practical boxution has been tnt-t each country shall enforce it's 

own law on sucn persons, while the* are in tnat country , out shall not in-

terfere witn the other country uoing tne aase thing, v.ne n they er. in that 

country. 

«This is Lhe law of it. 

M3ut in tht ca^e oi tnese American-oorn Japanese thcre is  also the 

practical situation tnat their own choice had nothing to  <  o with whetufer 

uei have, or nave nut, this tual citizenship, Tht bar  Ii«:  St born oi them 

wero automatically American citizens unaer American l aw *no. Japanese citi-

zens under Japanese law. 

"Later the Japanese (not ,he American law) was crtargec, permitting 

th*- Japanese parent-' oi en Aaerioan-born chili to (not  the cnila hiaseif) 

to register n m , at a ver> early age, as  t> ivi w, up his Ja-paoe ,̂ citizenship. 
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"The chil hiaself, being a young minor, had no voice in t iie aatti r. 

»Either , these •ilisei» ere American citizeaa, racier A.ier ican law, 

in America, art unuer no other law. 

"Tut ir loyalty to America is to oe aeturnined oy their or- a conuuct and 

attitude - not by the attitude of  Japan,  ir, Japan, toward taws, nor by the 

act Ci failure u> act oi their parents ii, renouncing their J apanese alle-

giance for thea whiele tney were children," 

The Nisei are American citizens. So janca ioj dual citizens hip. 

Kibei 

Kibei (meaning those vno return to Aueriea) is the name ap plied by-

tat Nisei to ti.ocve members ox their orn group vho wer» b orn in &aos ica 

an-., nance ere citi&ent., out v.ho h«v< s >ent e com-ider&ble p ortion of their 

lives in Javan, in  mo si casts getting their education r.h re, uu. rho nave 

returned to this country,  mo  t of u.em recently. The Klbtl art not iapor-

tant numerically e.s (according to iht most reliable esti mates available 

to n orainfiiy citisea) in-., re are prooabi/ le&o than 4& 0Q0 of the;; in ":he 

'* are in Los Angeles County. «aole cou; tr̂  ,  of hicn it is belli ve , 

It i;>. believed in msn> quarters, moreover, that bccai.se  they nave spent 

a large aumoer of their most ¿Apr« ssionable years in Jap anj  t-  at even the 

ones whose return to America wae not a part of a Japanes gover nmental policy 

Bight be ejcpeeteu to side vita Japaa rather than -rica in a crisis. It is 

thought, however, that »any Kibei aid actually return to  America as fifth 

columnists, iM th-.t the F.B.I, could, if it chose, cit e many interesting 

examples Strom its files to prove it. If Japan ha* a veil organised plan for 

sabotage or assistance to an enemy attack on tht pacific C oast (enc in view 

oi what happened at pearl harbor an... in tut Philippines  wt would be crazy to 

think they have not) it i;. believed that Kibei Japanese hav e most important 



role  5  in it. 

At present the>  hi  ve all the freedom of move seat possible, ownership 

of contraband articles, freedom to spend their money ae the* cnoose, of an; 

American citiaen. Although 3 o f them h-vt given evidence of in. sU. at able 

loyal t; to America in tnis crisis, it is the opinion of aan^  tiu.t the bur-

den of proof as to loyalty is definitely on the Kibei. If th e time should 

co&iu (ana before tnis reaches print it may well have become history, so fast 

it. tne aovement of events,) that "voluntary internmen t" of Nisei U asked 

as proof of loyalty, it ai&ht be veil to as* it first of the Kibei. 



Pages 12 & 13 missing 
from document 
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A press clipping, dated January 30, may, or may not, be pe rtinent to 

the foregoing* 

"Washington, Jan. 50. - Senator Johnson (R., Cal.) called to day a meet-

ing of Senators and Congressmen from the Pacific Coast s tates and Delegate 

Dimond of Alaska to surrey steps taken by defense agencies for the protection 

of the Pacific Coast. He said he had invited Senators fr om Oregon, Washing-

ton and California to attend the conference on teonday." 

Also pertinent is the following: 

"In his column in the Sacramento Union, Charles J. Lilley of the publi-

cation outlined his views on the recent speech given by James R . Young, 

former Tokyo correspondent, at the California Newspaper P ublishers convention. 

"Among the speakers at the Coronado convention of the Cali fornia pub-

lishers was James R. Young, former Hearst wire service c orrespondent in Tokyo, 

who makes an inflammatory attack on the Japanese governm ent and the Far Eastern 

division of the U. S. state department. 

"The Japanese aliens in California are all potential fi fth columnists 

who are only waiting the word to seize the state, aocordi ng to Young. 

"The underlings in the state department are just a coteri e of bungling 

diplomats who can't read plain English when it Ls writte n on the wall, Young 

says 'on or off the record.' 

"Young was jailed in Tokyo but managed to regain his free dom and return 

to America. Since arriving he has been throwing scares in to women's organi-

zations, and other audiences, by assuring them they are onl y an eyelash re-

moved from getting their throats cut." 

Whatever its sources, or inspirations, California ci tizens were worked 

up to a pitch rapidly approaching hysteria by January 29 . Acting on requests 

from both the Army and the Navy on -that day, Attorney -General Francis Biddle 

ordered all enemy aliens out of 29 designated war zones by February 24. He 
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said that in addition to the War and Navy Departments, he  is cooperating with 

the Labor, Treasury, and Agricultural Departments, the Federal Security Agency, 

the Works Progress Administration and the Office of Facts and Figures in solv-

ing the p oblem of what to do with the evacuated enemy  aliens. 

Mr. Biddle also states that "These steps represent mov es in steadily 

tightening control of enemy aliens. We have a large and carefully worked out 

program for internal security" and predicted that soon  there will be no enemy 

aliens "in a very considerable part of California." 

Because of its policy, the F.B.I, agents have not been able t o reassure 

the public by telling them of what they have done, with the  result that many 

local officials share the view that one of them express ed to the writer the 

other day when he said that giving information to the F.B .I, was like pouring 

it down a rat hole - you never knew what happened, if anythin g. Also the 

order that all cases of suspected espionage or enemy alie n activity information 

was to be given to and handled only by the F.B.I, has been interpreted by some 

local law enforcement officials as meaning that they we re not also to turn any 

information in their possession to representatives of the Army or Navy Intelli-

gence even on their request, £er"Yfceither was the fact that so many federal 

agencies seemed to be working on the problem, protecti on of California 

from possible fifth column activity, particularly rea ssuring. For not only 

NfivY 

the F.B.I, and the Army and many Intelligence services b ut the Dies Committee 

representatives all seemed to be involved. Up to January 2 9, at least, no 

definite plan of coordinated effort between all of them had  been made public. 

On that date, and included in the announcement regard ing removal of enemy 

aliens from proscribed areas was the announcement that  Thomas C. Clark had 

been named "coordinator of alien enemy control for the we stern command." 

Hews releases on the same day tell of conferences being he ld by Mr. 
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Clark with California officials. "In the interests of an e ffioient and 

speedy solution of the problem," Biddle stated, "local o fficials and the 

public at large should leave this complicated program i n the hands of the 

Federal Government and should not take conflicting act ion which might im-

pede the program." 

As this article is written the week-end immediately follow ing this 

order, it is impossible to estimate how far it will go in restoring publio 

confidence and, it must be acknowledged, the confiden ce of some California 

officials in the ability of the "Federals" to handle the situation i n a way 

to insure the maximum of security. After all, we are the ones who will be 

bombed, so it is not strange that we feel inclined to do so mething about it. 

Only to the degree that confidence is restored will public hysteria be 

lessened, and the possible results of that hysteria be  averted. In the 

opinion of many people, direct action - individually or by  mobs - upon mem-

bers of the Japanese race, continued demands for the ext reme of total mass 

internment rather than the "protective custody" now or dered, and precipitate 

and perhaps conflicting action by California officials, a re among these 

potential results. 

There can be no question but that confidence in the "Federals" receiv ed 

a terrific blow in the official statements by Secretary Kno x and in the 

Roberts' Report of fifth column activities in Pearl Harb or and in the 

Phillipines. 

Because officials have not felt it to be in the best public in terest, 

they have not told us many details. In the absence, howe ver, of any offioial 

information, countless rumors are going the rounds as to  "modus operandi"* 

Some of them may be true, others may have a basis in fact, ot hers bear the 

marks of radio script horror stories. 

The familiar stories regarding local Japanese are, of co urse, also going 
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the rounds. There is the one about a Japanese truck farmer wit h a powerful 

two-way radio, a three-inch telesoope and motion picture camera, whose farm 

house was on a rise near one of our great airplane factories , from whence he 

could see every bolt on the new planes, as they left the as sembly line. 

According to the story, and it was believed by a large n umber of people 

in Los Angeles, every effort was made prior to Decembe r 7, to get someone 

in authority to do something about him, all without succes s. Of course, it 

wes said, "they picked him up on Pearl Harbor Sunday, bu t think of all the 

information he had sent in the meantimei n The writer checked this particular 

story with Federal Prosecuting Attorney ttilliam Fleet Palmer, wh o stated 

bluntly that there simply wasn't any suoh case in his fi les. 

There is the one, and this has many variations decorating t he general 

theme, of the Japanese school child who got in a fight w ith another child 

(or who in another version was punished by the teacher) and who said that 

his father would get even, he would shoot them with his mac hine gun. Upon 

which, so the story goes, the white child's mother (or t he school teacher) 

reported to the authorities, who, sure enough, found a ma chine gun hidden 

under sacks of manure at the nursery. There is, probably, s ome basis of 

fact for these/^ther stories. The point is that as of Janua ry 29, a large 

number of California citizens were in the mood to believ e that every Japan-

ese gardener had hidden machine guns. 

In order to understand the very real force behind, and the potential 

dynamite involved in, the California citizens' reaction t o the whole situa-

tion, it would be well to recall several factors that i nfluence them; factors 

that existed long before any late campaign - so far as t here is any - was be-

gun. But they are there and create a highly combustible si tuation. A situa-

tion in which either the deliberate fanning of hate mong ers (most of whom 

have the most patriotic motives in the world, incident ally) or the spark of 



even one act of successful sabotage perpetrated by a Japan ese might easily 

flare in a terrific conflagration. 

For, and this must be considered as one of the factors, Cali fornia has 

a not-too-distant vigilante past. When California citize ns have mistrusted 

the effectiveness of the actions of their officials or have been angered at 

what they considered lack of action - they have not hesit ated to act them-

selves, law or no law. 

In the present crisis, moreover, they are under a much great er emotional 

strain than are the citizens of any other state. There ar e at least three 

good reasons to support this statement. The first has alre ady been mentioned. 

Because of geographical position we will be the first to b e bombed, shelled 

or invaded in the event of a continental attack, for not on ly are we the 

front door to the country as far as Japan is concerned, we h ave vital war 

industries, and supplies - shipping, airplanes, and oil  among them. 

In the second place it must be understood that whereas al l Americans 

everywhere were stunned, outraged, and filled with grim fur y at the treacher-

ous attack on Pearl Harbor, Californians had all those e motions raised to the 

nth degree. Not only are we on the very threshold of the war and may be in 

physically at any moment, but we have long had an infinite ly greater emotional 

investment in the Islands than have the citizens of any other state. 

To ordinary California citizens, Honolulu iB no far-a way paradise of 

Hula girls, leis, and haunting lovely music. It's the pl ace next door where 

we run in to visit our neighbors, our friends, our relat ives and our children. 

The man on the street, the housewife who shops for her own v egetables, the 

retired Iowa hardware merchant or farmer who lives in L os Angeles, the minis-

ter, and the school teacher, the Rotarian and the club w oman know their 

Honolulu and felt personally attacked on Sunday morning. 

It is not strange that this should be so. In pioneer years man y Cali-
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fornia families sent their sons and daughters to Punahou Sc hool in Honolulu 

for their education. Through the years there has been an eve n increasing 

academic exchange, and flow of students to the mainland u niversities and 

back. Only a small percentage of these Islanders go on to Eastern universi-

ties. Most of them stay here in California at the Univers ity of California 

at Berkeley, Los Angeles or Davis, at Stanford, Univers ity of Southern Cali-

fornia, Pomona, Occidental, Wiittier, Redlands, or Mi lls College (for Women) 

Business ties, too, are closer between California and t he Islands than 

with most other states, as many California firms have  branch offices in 

Honolulu and vice versa, with consequent shifting of pers onnel. So in a 

peculiarly real and personal sense, Californians were b ombed on that Sunday. 

Thirdly, Californians every day of their lives have to lo ok at, and do 

business with, yellow-skinned, almond-eyed reminders of  Pearl Harbor, because 

most of the Japanese residents in the United States are rig ht here! The very 

appearance of even the most loyal American citizen of J apanese ancestry is an 

affront and a reminder. It is peculiarly unfortunate more over that the small 

stature, the slant eyes, the yellow skin so lend themselves to caricature of 

the diabolic and satanic, while the second generation G erman or Italian citi-

zen, particularly if he has no accent, is not to be dif ferentiated from any 

of the rest of us. The racial mask of even the most loyal Nisei  often eaii V ** 

s u m 

a fog of emotional instinctive antipathy  the trtxil'fy  reason can dissipate. 

So, unless renewed confidence that official organizati on and action is 

adequate to protect us, emotion instead of reason may ru le, and we may well 

have more to regret than we now have. For we do have some  incidents to re-

gret^ although it is conceded that while Californians ha ve behaved to date 

with a truly remarkable degree of self-restraint, decency a nd fair play toward 

resident Japanese, as there have been neither riots, nor any sort of mob aotion. 

There have been some untoward and regrettable inciden ts, however, where mis-



- 20 -

guided "patriots" or hoodlums have insulted or attacked members of the Japan-

ese race and often the Chinese race, (U a matter of fact^a number of young 

Chinese girls in San Francisco can testify! For they had  their faces soundly 

slapped on a street in San Francisco Chinatown by a group  of patriotic middle-

aged ladies of Caucasian ancestry, who were thus doin g their bit to win the 

wari 

It has not been "hot-headed" youth that has thus jeopardis ed national 

unity through violence, insult, or injustice to local J apanese. This time 

it was their parents who have occasionally been guilty of th inking and act-

ing emotionally rather than intelligently. It was not a bo y, but a gray-

haired man who leaned from his car and spat full in the face of a Japanese 

student the other day in Los Angeles. It's the middle-age d and elderly house-

wife who won't buy vegetables from a Japanese. It was a n elderly lady who 

felt she couldn't bear to look into the face of her Japanes e gardener again 

and so left his wages to date in a black-bordered envelop e in the tool house. 

He felt badly because he had wanted to see her to say "goodbye"  as he was en-

listing. 
a 8111 

It was not/young n»n but/elderly one who sold "Jap Hunti ng Licenses" -

1"ood for Duration of Hunting Season - Open Season - No Limi t," in San Fran-

cisco until the matter was reported to the authorities  ; who stopped it at once. restraint on the part of youth 

The reason for this/is plain, as a solid basis of mutual resp ect, understand-

ing and actual liking has developed in the past decade or t wo, between 

American Japanese and other students. This liking has grow n quite apart from 

the growing general dislike of the aggressive actions of the Japanese govern-

ment. 

There can be no doubt but that American sympathy was on the side of the 

Japanese in the Russo-Japanese war. Too, we were fight ing on the same side  j 

and presumably for the same high objectives in World War N o. 1. But action 
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in Manchukuo and in China as well as the pact with Germany an d Italy, had 

completely changed the American public reaction long befo re the treacherous 

attack at Pearl Harbor. 

In spite of this, no objective observer today can questi on the genuine 

popularity of students of Jspanese ancestry in Californ ia schools, all the 

way from the kindergarten to college. And the great majorit y of the Nisei, 

American citizens of Japanese parentage, have gone throu gh our public schools. 

Young men and women who have grown up with them, and have wo rked and played 

with them all their lives know - or believe they do - that the vast majority 

of the Hisei share their own feeling toward a military ruthl essly aggressive 

Japan, and their own horror at Pearl Harbor, 

The fact that some Japanese pilots, shot down in that attack,  were pro-

ducts of American schools hasn't affeoted the young Ca lifornians 1 viewpoint 

as to the loyalty of the group as a whole, (_Incidentally , it would be of in-

terest to know whether or not those particular boys were Ki bei - ones who had 

had grammar school training in Japan and had came - or bee n sent - beok for 

high school in Honolulu in the one esse, and to Oregon Sta te College in the 

otherjl? Because to the young man or woman who has partic ipated on an equal 

students 

footing with Japanese/in sports, extra-curricular acti vities in the grammar 

and high schools, and junior colleges of the State, and has lived under the 

same roofs with them and young people of other racial backgr ounds at Inter-

national Rouse at Berkeley, in dormittories, in cooperati ves and in clubs, 

and who are fellow members of both scholarship and activity honor sooieties, 

the treachery of some Japanese students has not chang ed their total viewpoint, 

as they know that there are traitors in every race. No , youths are not the 

offenders in the scattered oases of insult and attack. There is considerable 
is continuing to keep 

evidence also that y o u t h k e p t its head better than the "eld ers" (oarticu-

. , ^ in the feet thet 
larly, I am afraid, the mamnas) in the rising tide of hyst eria, Japanese 
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students are still receiving honors et the hands of fel low students. Press 

reports announce the election of two Japanese youths to t he position of 

student body presidents in California high schools within the week, and 

numerous other examples could be cited. 

But, as stated, there have been untoward events. Howev er, to date, 

they have been rare and are still deplored by thejjreat mass of the_citizens. 
attempted 

True, there have been some forty-one/asaassinations of Japanese noted in the 
would-be 

press to date. But all but three of/the assassins were Filipinos . 

It should be acknowledged before we become too self- congratulatory over 

thi6 record of what we have not done, which after all is a m atter for pride, 

that we probably have our local law enforcement officers to thank for at 

least seme of it. For, while most of us were still sitting bef ore our radios 

in stunned and increulous horror, our officers were actin g to protect the 

lives and property of local Japanese from us and to preve nt rioting. To that 

end "Lil* Tokyo" in Los -Angeles and the Japanese quarte rs of other oities 

were roped off, traffic diverted, no crowds permitted to f orm, or persons 

to loiter. And it was probably just as well  J 

Shortly, however, we settled down to the reality of defens e prepara-

tions, as well as doing our best for the all-out victory eff ort. As far as 

Japanese were concerned, we followed the instructions o f the Federal authori-

ties, which cen be summed up as follows. 

It is our duty to be on the alert for any suspicious ci rcumstance from 

any source; that any such circumstance observed is to be reported at once 

to the legally constituted authorities for investigat ion or action; that we 

are to continue normal relationships with resident J apanese on the pre-

sumption of their loyalty, and to abstain from any insult , or injury whatso-

ever. In short, that we should put into everyday worki ng practice those 

democratic principles of freedom, fair play, and dec ent humanity which, after 

all, are what we are fighting fori 
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There can be no doubt whatever but that this was, and still is, t he of-

ficially prescribed course of citizen behavior, as ever yone in any sort of 

authority has stated it explicitly again and again. I he President has done 

so, so has Attorney-General Francis Biddle, and high milit ary and naval 

officers. Mayor La Guardia and Mrs. Roosevelt urged its a bsolute necessity. 

Here in California our own leaders were doing the sam e thing. On October 6, 

to give just one example, the "Northern California Comm ittee on Fair Play 

for Citizens and Aliens of Japanese Ancestry/' relea sed an excellent two-

page statement, which they followed up with one even stron ger on December 29. 

Governor Olson is honorary chairman. General David P. Barrows is listed as 

chairman, and the list of twenty-four vice chairmen and over one hundred 

general committee members is a register of most of the "Bi g Names" of Northern 

California. 

Californians, however, have made more than a negative con tribution to 

national unity through abstaining from such actions. Th ey have taken numerous 

positive steps to lessen the hardships and injustices inevitably incident to 

Federal action in the freezing orders and successive st eps of control. 

The State Department of Welfare has appointed Liiss Anne Cloe Watson -

executive of the San Francisco International Institute - a s representative 

and coordinator on "Resources and Problems of Minority G roups." 

The State Bar Association and Attorney-General Larl Warre n have jointly 

appointed a statewide Committee on Civil Liberties which w ill act as part of 

the official State Defense organization. 

Emergency Committees have been formed in communities wher e they are 

needed to help the Japanese Citizens League in caring fo r individual cases, 

although in many communities the job is still only par tially done. 
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In the foregoing discussion, the writer has attempted t o summarise the 

whys, the past and present, factors influencing public  opinion, and how re-

cent public events in California are related to them. 

In daring to speak of probable future events, it is with  the full con-

sciousness that, even \jy the time this article can be mad e public, much of 

it will be history instead of forecast. 

Today public opinion is poised in a state of arrested hyster ia, a breath-

ing 8pace of watchful waiting on this most vital defense ma tter. 

If the orders of January 29, the announcement that furt her orders will 

follow, as well as the publicity attending the new orders, of the appointment 

of a coordiimtor of enemy control agencies, and if in addition the F.B. I. 

and the Army and Navy Intelligence should publicize a lit tle more as to actual 

accomplishments, the situation may be in hand. 

Much, also, in the opinion of the writer, will depend upon what Senator 

Hiram Johnson may have to say following his conferenc es and investigations. 

If he should be convinced that the Federal program, and the way it is being 

carried out, is adequate to proteot California from fift h column activities 

of resident Japanese, he will say so. If he does not feel th at the present 

program is adequate,being a man of action, he can be cou nted upon to do 

something about it. In either case we will find it easier t o relax and play 

the game according to the rules laid down by Washington , Which will mean 

that California officials will not feel it incumbent upon them to make and 

carry out their own programs for self-protection against Japa nese enemies 

and traitors, and that California citizens will continue t o treat resident 

Japanese with fair-minded decency and humanity, leavin g all direct action to 

the authorities. 

On the other hand, if ths "hate mongers" still feel it th eir patriotic 

duty to continue to fan the now smouldering fires of public opinion, and to 
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pour over it the inflammable gas of hysterical fear; or i f as much as one 

flagrant case of Japanese sabotage furnishes the spark, t here may still be 

serious results along the paths mentioned, for the ingr edients are all 

there. 



CALIFORNIA'S JAi'AHSSK IH THE CfclSIS 

Part III 

Mass Intej^ent, irotective Custody end "Voluntary" Coin i tnent of Misei 

As was previously stated, mass interment of California's 9 3,717 

Japanese is being vigorously urged in a powerful press, radio, lecture and 

chain letter campaign. Under this plan all Japanese woul d be removed to a 

"safe" place in the interior of the continent to be held for the durat ion -

presumably at the taxpayers* expense. For only so, so  the proponents of 

this plan sincerely believe, can California be made safe f rom enemy alian 

sabotage or fifth column aid to the enemy. This view is based on the be-

lief - equally sincere - (at least on the part of most of thos e advocating 

it) that no Japanese, citizen or enemy alien, can poss ibly be loyal to 

America as against Japan due mainly to innate racial loyal ties, the psy-

chological pull, of not the legal status, of dual citiz enship, and to re-

ligious conditioning. For as it is pointed out, although there are Japan-

ese Catholics, Protestants, Christian Scientists and Mo rmons, about 80 per 

cent of then would class themselves as Buddhists. That, moreover, many of 

these Buddhists go to the numerous Shinto Temples of Cali fornia where they 

are imbued with the doctrines of emperor worship and fa natical religious 

devotion to him. Also many Japanese Language schools have  been maintained, 

and it is claimed that Japanese children have been taugh t loyalty to Japan 

in them. 

In further support of their contention that all Japanese m ust be in-

terned, they point to the fact that due to the youth of the Nisei, financial 

oontrol of the group of Hisei as a whole is still in the h ands of the Issei. 

The Japanese, then, who are American citizens, are subj ect to such economic 
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pressure from the enemy alien one-third of the group as to m ake it impos-

sible for any of th" "i.-*ei to br really loyal, even in oase  the^ might rant to be. 

Another factor must be taken into consideration in under standing why 

Japanese cannot be loyal Americans, they tell us. For, e ven before December 

7, we, the Caucasian Americans, haven't treated th«v eit her the Issei or 

the Kisei, in a way to deserve very much loyalty from them. A nd it is not 

only the first generation who have been subject to inj ustice, insult and 

considerable denial of civil rights during pioneer days . To some degree 

we are doing the same things today to the Hisei. ¿mong oth er things, real 

estate restrictions have kept young Japanese business a nd professional men 

from settling in the more pleasant districts of the communit y T?here they 

would like to live and raise their families. They have be en forced to live 

in slum areas, as one result of which there is a new, but a growing, j uvenile 

delinquency problem nnong their children. Discriminato ry restrictions on 

business properties have also worked great hardships, having the effect of 

limiting the sale of merchandise to Japanese racial« inst ead of to the com-

anaity at large. So why should they like us - wouldn't the y be better off 

if Japan should win? 

So, in view of all these factors, we can't afford to tr ust a single 

on« of tho* they say. But, to go on with their argument, supp ose some of 

them are loyal. Su»>ose even that a fair percentage of th em are. Just for 

the sake of carrying the argument to the extreme, suppos e that ninety-nine 

out of one hundred are loyal. What of it, if one in a hun dred is a traitor? 

For under the circumstances, Blackstone's ancient dictum  that  r 'It were 

better that ninety-nine guilty men go free than that one i nnocent man should 

suffer injustly" is all "Hooey," they say. Suppose that t hat one, the one 

we let go free, sets a fire in the ship y^rds, or the oil fie lds, or radios 

vital information to the enemy! A lot better, in their opi nion, that 
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ninety-nine innocent ones should have to suffer some inconvenience (hell -

w* wouldn't mistreat the guysJ) if by so doing the one m ean guy, the one 

taking orders from Tokyo, could be safely shut up before the firei "And 

don't fool yourself that all the guys running radios have run down to the 

police and turned them in because the Government said th ey were supposed 

toi There pre probably still plenty of them broadcasting i f the truth fere 

known. The only way to get those birds is to ship off all th e Japs, lock, 

stock and barrel. This is Tar I" Which, so far as the writer  is able to do it, 

fairly summarizes the argument in favor of mass internme nt. 

But the "authorities," in this case, the President, the A ttorney 

General and the Secretary of Tar and of the Savy, knowing a ll these things 

(and -re have certainly seen to it that they do know the m) hove not ordered 

a program of total mass intexrtent for all Japanese. The orde rs - and so 

far they can be judged from orders already given the one s to come - not 

only fall far short of it, but ignore the racial angle o f the raenaoe alto-

gether, as they apply to all enemy aliens impartially. H ence they do not 

apply to the Nisei, even those living in proscribed areas * *hy? Does it 

mean that they are willing to abandon California to t he Japanese traitors 

in our midst in order to uphold the sacred civil right s of the Nisei?, de-

mand the California proponents of the mass internment program. Surely total 

internment is possible if they vant to do it. Isn't it? 

The answer is yes, practically sneaking, it possible. A  plan has 

been suggested that could insure the internment of practica lly the whole 

resident Japanese population, a description of which fol lows. 

The Isseit Being enemy aliens they can be moved in toto anywhere the Govern-

ment desires, and kept for the duration. 

The Nisei» "Voluntary" commitments. 
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The proponents of mass internment believe that the Nisei , practically 

all of th<^ not only could bo induced to undergo "voluntary" i nternment if 

the authorities requested it of them, but that for reas ons to^indicated, 

the great majority of them would do so gladly. Of cours e in any case a 

large number of young children (remember that the average  age of a Kisei 

is only  20) would go v-ith their parents to whatever locality the authorities 

might designate. ost of the rest, it is claimed, could be sho*n that it 

actually would be greatly to their advantage, as they wo uld be very nuch 

better off both economically and from the standpoint of per sonal safety 

than they are in California communities. 

Economic argument 

In support of this view, proponents point to the ever incre asing diffi-

culty that the Hisei are having in holding .jobs or ke eping their businesses 

solvent. Fellow workers have had sit-down strikes and thereby forced em-

ployers to discharge Japanese. Private industry, either  through demonstrated 

boycott, the fear of it, or as an expression of the perso nal bias of the re-

sponsible heads, have discharged great numbers of then. In addition to vhioh 

5b county and 50 city Japanese civil service employees in Los Angeles have 

been persuaded to take "voluntary" leaves of absence fo r the duration, and 

the State is said to be contemplating similar action. The y h«ve been told, 

however, that after the war they will be reinstated with  no loss of seniority 

or tenure. 

The pressure brought by economic boycott, by the buying pu blio, or the 

fear of such boycott, on the part of managers of markets wh o have had Japan-

ese tenants has had the effect of almost completely wreckin g the businesses 

of a large majority of Japanese, enemy aliens and citizen s alike. Veny such 

businesses - most of which prior to L»eoember 7 were unde r the financial control 

of the Issei, the fathers of the family - were not able to w eather the financial 
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storms raised by the Government "freezing" orders immedi ately following the 

attack« Following the first treasury orders and the per iod of total abeyance 

of any business transactions whatsoever on the part of the Issei, a succeed-

ing series of orders gradually unfroze their assets and p ermitted those con-

sidered safe to resume business, but only upon permit in each ind ividual case* 

In the meantime, however, many of their creditors have "ora oked down" 

on th/s? with the result that many who rere financially over-extended went 

out of business. In some instances insurance companies cance lled policies 

on their trucks, and as the 8tate requires them to car ry insurance in order 

to do business, they also had to quit« Siany licenses hav e been revoked or 

renewals refused. It is claimed, moreover, that American s of other racial 

background have not, unfortunately, been above taking  advantage of the situa-

tion by giving false evidence to the authorities about  Japanese Those business 

they coveted. By the time the necessary investigations cou ld be made end the 

Japanese released by the authorities, the business wa s gone. It is also said, 

in support of the view that the Nisei would be glad to join t he Issei 

for the duration in a "safe" plaoe, that Japanese fisher men are now, or soon 

will be on charity, as not a single Japanese fisherman, e ither citizen or 

enemy alien, has been permitted to go out in a boat since D ecember 7. 

It is estimated that there are several hundred cases of  desperate needy 

in "Li'l Tokyo." Social workers are helping the Japan ese American Citizens 

League in meeting these problems, but the situation is bad. And it is very 

likely to grow worse instead of better as the long and de sperately serious 

struggle goes on. 

Safer 

It is said also that all Japanese vould bo physically saf er if removed 

from daily contact with citizens of different raoial bac kground, and hence 

should be glad to voluntarily commit themselves for the  duration. It is 
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conceded that Californians have behaved, to date, with a truly remarkable 

degree of self-restraint toward resident Japanese, but, so it is said, this 

cannot be expected to continue over a long period of tine» 

They would be safe, too, from the depredations of crimina ls, not all 

of which can be presented by the la?; enforcement age ncies« 

It was to be expected of course that the criminal element would try-

to take advantage of this situation, just as they will of blackouts or any 

other opening. Japanese generally were too shamed and terrified to question 

any order from what seemed to be "authority" end hence were often easy prey. 

It v&B reported, to mention .just once case as typical of man y, that one 

enterprising crook walked into a store, said he was a "8* nan, demanded the 

cash in both the safe and register, over a thousand dollar s, and walked 

away with it without leaving even a fake receipt, K'any mo re have been made 

the victims of blackmail, and many types of "racket." 

Finally, it is said, any remaining Nisei might be induced t o "voluntarily" 

commit themselves to internment as a matter of patrioti c self-secrifice. 

On January 21 Representative Lelend Ford of California m ade a suggestion 

to this effect on the grounds that no Blsei, if he were loy al, could refuse 

such a request on the part of the Government. It was con ceded that it would 

work great hardship in individual oases, but we are reminded t hat all of us 

of every racial background are undergoing some hards hip and must ex ect much 

more. The young men drafted into the armed forces are un dergoing hardship, 

to8* Incidentally, the writer has heard no suggestion to d ate as what the 

total internment advocates propose to do with the 5,000 Hi sei who also are 

serving in our armed forces. Presumably, on the basis of the theory of total 

racial disloyalty, they should be removed fron wherever the y arn, and from 

whatever they are doing, and herded into the concentrati on camp with the rest. 



- 32 -

In spit« of the foregoing arguments, the declared policy o f the Govern-

ment to date differs not only in degree but in kind fr om the mass internment 

demanded by many Californians. 

Before discussing briefly the what and the probable why of these differ-

ences it should be recognized that the same broad policy of prevention under-

lies both. For neither the Government nor California is w illing to wait 

pasfively until an act of sabotage ooours and then to punish t he offender -

providing, of course, thet we can discover who did it, an d can catch himj 

Prevention in medicine and publio health, and in Public W ork«, flood and 

erosion control, buildings to withstand earthquakes, a nd the like, ere accepted 

commonplaces of procedure. t!ore recently, and more ger mane to the subject is 

the adoption of a program of prevention in the field of cri minal administra-

tion. Laws defining defective delinquents, constitution al psychopaths, and 

other special groups, and providing for their "protecti ve custody" in order 

to protect others from their probable future acts, have b een adopted by some 

states, California among them. The whole philosophy of t he Youth Correction 

Authority Aot, sponsored by the American Law Institute , is the same; preventive 

treatment of the offender rather than punishment for of fense already committed. 

It may have some bearing on the issue thet California sh ould have been the 

first, and is today the only, state to hav set up such a Youth  Correction 

Authority, which is proof enough that our citizens are c ompletely "s> Id" on 

the idea of prevention of anti-social behavior. 

But that Act set up a board of experts, "the Authority," to diagno se the 

problem, to decide on what course of treetment would bes t attain the desired 

ends, and to carry out the program agreed upon. 

There can be no doubt that the problem of preventing sabot s e and 

fifth column activity in California is a deadly serious one.  T  veryone is 

agreed on that. But there is disagreement (and unhappily it has already 

reached the name-calling stage in California) as to the be st method that 
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will actually prevent it. 

It should be remembered that in this case, also, there is an ''Authority«" 

It consists of the President, the Attorney General, t he Secretaries of War and 

the tfavy. theirs is the legally constituted obligation. They  weigh all the 

factors, decide upon a policy, a course of action that, i n their considered 

opinion, will best prevent sabotage, and through their ag ents, the F.B.I, end 

the Army ana Kavy Intelligence, they put it into effect. 

For reasons already discussal » sore California officia ls and citizens 

disagree with the diagnosis and h eice have both demanded  a new policy, and 

in «e©« oases have taken independent action based on the ir own diagnosis. 

The orders of January 29 make this fundamental differe nce in diagnosis very 

plain, for they apply alike to all enemy aliens, and the y do not apply to 

the Hisei. Hence, by official aotion the Government has co nfirmed its own 

policy, as stated on many previous occasions, that all Ame rican citizens 

shall be treated on the presumption of  ..loyalty,  instead of disloyalty. Hence 

the "Authority" apparently believes that Japanese racial & rentage is not, 

in and of itself, proof of potential disloyalty. 

A citizen cannot know what considerations, in view of the argu ments to 

the contrary already presented, may have influenced the m. But the arguments 

used by those Califomians who share the conclusion, as a matter of personal 

conviction, might be briefly stated at this point. 

According to this view it is abhorrent to make "race" a ba sis of any 

discriminatory action. One of the things we dislike most  about hitler is that he 

has done just that. Also, so the proponents of this view t ell us, ww should 

be a bit careful about asking any assumptions of honest, straight-dealing 

white men versus deceitful, treaoherous yellow men. Fo r actually there are 

about five times as many yellow raen fighting on our side in this ar, as there 

are on the side we nre fighting against. Then too, it is po inted out, it is 
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treading on very thin ice indeed to raise any racial issues in America— 

the melting pot of all the races of the world. For by so do ing we 

threaten to impair that unity that must be maintained i n the interests 

of a speedy victory. Already other racial minorities in Ca lifornia are 

worried and uncertain (and hence certainly legs effective i n whatever 

they may be doing) at the popular demand for total rase i nterment of all 

Japanese on the basis of innate racial disloyalty. For on ce it starts 

there is no telling where it will strike next 1. There can be no surer way 

to disrupt our people. 

Those who hold the general views expressed above may, or may not, 

believe in the loyalty of a large percentage of the Japa nese but there 

are many Caucasian Americans who do believe in it. They be lieve that 

religious "conditioning" in Shinto Temples, the loyalt y to Japan because 

Japan, under her own laws, still considers them as Japa nese subjects, 

their "training" in Japanese language schools, or even th e fact that they 

haven't always been treated very well have boon greatly over-valued as 

against the factors that have tended to make thea America ns. 

They say that the majority of young Kisei (like the majori ty of 

young Americans  1)  claim only a nominal alliance with the church. That 

though they say say they are Budhists that it is to be take n in the 

same category as the Methodists or Congregational "relig ious preference" 

registration of Kmerioan college students. That while it i s true that a 

certain, perhaps a large, percentage of the Hisei have att ended Japanese 

language schools that they are also the products (all of the m except t h a ^ T ^ 4 * ® * ^ 

thouaand Klbei noted) of the California  sci  tool  s; ste;  . And it 

should be said that California schools have long taken all this new 

educational philosophy—training for citizenship and we ll adjusted social 

living—with deadly seriousness. In this connection 
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(in the opinion of the proponents of this view) there is at least some evidence 

that Japanese students have aotually become good citi nens, to be found in their 

almost universal popularity with fellow students, and t he high regard in which 

they are held by them, Those who believe that a large per centage of the Japan-

ese are loyal, acknowledge the charge that we have not always treated them in 

a way to deserve loyalty, but point out that our way of life h as given them 

opportunities for a higher standard of livng and for self -fullfillment that 

would have been impossible to them in Japan. The fact th at they remained here 

even under the legal (in the case of the Issei) and socia l restrictions which 

we imposed upon them is offered as proof that our way of li fe had become their 

way. 

As a matter of fact, all of this argument both pro and con might well be 

ruled out, for who can look into a man's heart and read there  his intentions? 

Neither can you know those intentions by what he says. Ytfiich is why the writer 

is not including in this article any of the very beautiful ly expressed creeds, 

pledeges of loyalty, or statements issued by Hisei and th eir organization, the 

Japanese American Citisens League. Neither should the fac t that, to date, 

there has been no serious act of Japanese sabotage, be tak en as evidence that 

none is intended. It may only mean that "The Day" has not arr ived. 

But there ̂ s evidence of loyalty on the part of looal Japane se that no 

account of this subject could fail to mention and remain im partial. The num-

beBUo? suicides among the Issei must be considered in dication of the way in 

which at least some of them feel. To date the writer ha s noted press accounts 

of eight, of which the following may be typical. 

An elderly "enemy alien" heard the news of the Pearl Harb or attack on the 

street, went back to his shabby room and killed himsel f. He left a note in which  is 

he said that he had lost face with all his American frien ds because of the 

terrible action of his countrymen and so could live no lo nger! 
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Another bit of evidence may bo contained in the fact» as sta ted in the 

press, that the ratio of enlistments to draftees in the arm ed forces of the 

United States is higher with the Japanese than «ith any ot her racial group. 

It is evidence that, again according to press stories, di sloyal members 

of the group, Issei, Nisei or Kibei, are being turned over to the Authorities 

by members of their own race, sometimes even by members of their own families. 

It should be borne in mind, in this connection, that all  Japanese so cooperat-

ing with the "¿authority* have thereby placed themselve s at the head of the list 

of those to be shot if the Japanese should «in. 

The "all out" actions (leaving the protestations out of it ) of the Japan-

ese American Citizens League might also be considered a s evidence of loyalty. 

For they have acted as the official and the unofficial "go- between*of the 

Authority, as well as the local law enforcement official s in many of their 

dealings with the Japanese residents. They have aided civ ilian defense in 

countless ways and have given much evidence that they ar e trying in every way 

in which they possibly can to demonstrate their loyalty. 

There are some sixty chapters of the League, and althoug h most of thorn 

are in California, they are in nearly every community in the country where 

there is any more than a negligable number of Japanese. 

The officers are outstanding young American citizens of Japanese parent-

age. The Executive Secretary of the organization, aiik e «asaoka, was a profes-

sor of Journalism at the University of Utah, where, it is said, ho was chosen 

the outstanding citizen of that state only last year. Sabu ro Kido, the 

Rational President, is a Brilliant and notably outstandi ng attorney. 
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For all of those reasons then, many Californlans are in accord mth the 

Federal Government's rejection of the theory that innate ra cial disloyalty 

of tne Japanese, necessitates different treat®»t than tha t accorded othor 

enemy alien racials. 

From the hue and cry against Japanese it might seem that  we in California 

have forgotten that there are any other enemies than Jap an- There are even 

those *ho say that *e never have kno*n it t Whereas, as far as *he danger of 

espionage or sabotage is concerned, spies or traitors  of the other enemy 

racial groups might well be infinitely more dangarous, es pecially now after 

Pearl Harbor has  B ut us on the alert for Japanese fifth caluumiets. It is 

obvious that a Japanese, either Xesei or Hisei, woulds tand very little 

chance these days to snoop around *here be shouldn't be , either before or 

after the evacuation order. But Caucasians can snoop, and doubtless m 

many of them are doing it. And Japanese money can stil l pay the bills 

whether all Japanese are in internment camps or in "p rotective custody 

There is also the fact that the Issei (since 1870) gQttl Wt have be-

come citizens while either of the others could. 

Besides these fundamental differences in M between the F ederal 

action and the proposed mast internment of all Japanese , there are 

also differences of degree. The Federal lan. to date at le ast, pro-

scribes only certain areas - not the State as a whole. Unl ess 

hysteria has been averted, however, there may be whole sale petition-

ing of the Attorney General to be included in the proscr ibed areas 

on the part of local chambers of commerce, civic lead.r s of officials. 

This may not mean any real distrust of Japanese already  in the 

coEinunity who have demonstrated their loyalty and becom e a part of 
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the group. For no California community feels anything but  horror at the 

possibility of having large numbers of unknown Japanese mo ved in on them 

from the proscribed areas. This feeling it must be confes sed, is very large-

ly shared by the local Japanese living in the communit ies concerned. But the 

announcement has been made that additional areas will be a dded so that, even-

tually, most of the State will be included. 

The Federal plan is one of "protective custody* rather than of internraent, 

which constitutes a second difference in degree. It is propo sed that enemy 

aliens be taken to some "safe" place and put on productiv e work withthe dual 

objective by earning their own living, and of aiding the na tional effort. 

From both the speed and direction of events in California, it may shortly 

be impossible for any Japanese t o earn a living except in the pr otective cus-

tojljc of the Government. By the time this is printed ti may well be that the 

Hisei will not only be "volunteering" but will actually b e petitioning to be 

permitted to live ant 1 earn a living in those "safe" places with their parents, 

the Issei. Or, it may be, that the President will declare the whol e Pacific 

Coast a "combat zone". Hnder the wide powers which such a Pro clamation would 

vest in the Army, the actions of any resident or citize n could be controlled, 

including his internment. The writer has the utmost con fidence that if this 

should bd done those charged with the exercise of thos e tremendous powers will 

have the long time as well as the i :>ediate good in mind, a nd hence will order 

the control or custody solely on the basis of potential danger rather than on 

the basis of economic, political, orracial background . It is not the way the 

Government planned or wanted it. Neither, remembering  all the factors that 

went into the California citizens' rebellion against th at plan, can it be 

said to be their fault. Least of all can it be said to be the fault of those 



of the Japanese, both Issel and Hisel» who are loyal. Calif ornia Japanese 

are on  M a s ot M as one of thexa expressed to the writer. 

There Is no doubt but that theirs is * tragic situation , but so are we 

all - to a greater or lesser degree - so is everyone in the wh ole wide world, 

in a tragic situation. And until the ruthless aggressor s are definitely and 

finally defeated so shall we all be. But it will be well fo r California™? to 

re;aeiaber that - once the great job is done - that we migh t well concern our-

selven in seeing that some of those principles of Justic e, freedom and fair 

play, which we will have helped to re-establish in the far -flung parts of 

the globe, are also re-established in California. 
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REPORT OF CONFERENCE AT 
UNIVERSITY METHODIST CHURCH ON 

DECEMBER 11, 1941. 

This was a conference between representatives of various  organizations con-
cerned with the plight of members of the Japanese race in?Los Ang eles and vicinity, 

a s a result of the outbreak of hostilities between Unit ed '-Spates  and Japan. The 
meeting was presided over by Fred Fertig, Pastor of one o f the churches in the 
Japanese section of town. Among those present were Rever end Wendell Miller, 
Reverend E. P. Ryland, Reverend Baxter (Negro Pastor), Re presentatives of the 
International Institute and of various Japanese labor org anizations and Gale See-
man of the University of Religious Conference. 

The representative of the Retail Clerks« Union, Bob Saut o, reported that 
there were 150 permanently unemployed, as a result of the clo sing of markets run 
by citizens of Japan. Thrifty Marts were purchased by Fit zsimmons immediately, 
and as a consequence, the employees of Thrifty Marts were retained. In many 
places, the owners of the master lease in large markets ins isted on the dismissal 
of the Japanese-Americans who worked in the vegetable dep artment, for fear that 
the public would boycott any stores employing such persons. In many places where 
this was done, the public protested and business actuall y fell off, so that the 
owners of the master lease found it necessary, for the pro tection of the trade of 
a particular market to relieve vegetable departments of t he restriction against 
the employment of members of the Japanese race. In one of t he McDaniels Markets, 
a Mr. A1 Woling (?), claiming that pressure had been br ought by the American 
Legion, required the manager to dismiss Japanese-Americ an employees. Because of 
the shortage of union labor, it has not been possible to rep lace these dismissed 
Japanese with Caucasian substitutes. 

On the morning of December 11, the Federal Reserve Bank issued a ruling 
requiring all transactions with nationals of Japan to be on a strictly cash basis, 
and permitting the continued operation of food stores own ed by nationals where ten 
or less persons were employed to remain open.  A 11 other businesses owned by 
nationals, where two or less were employed were not re quired to cease operations» 

On Sunday, at one of the Roberts Markets, a number of hoodlums gathered 
outside and delivered this ultimatum to the manager« "Are y ou going to throw 
out these Japs, or will we have to do it for you?" After consulti ng with the 
boys, they were sent home for a week on full pay and told t o return to be re-
employed. The total unemployed in Santa Monica, as a result of this crisis, is 
about 70, and in San Pedro, about 250. 

A report from a representative of the Wholesale Market Worke rs (Horti-
cultural Society) indicated that unemployment was the o nly problem, that 700 were 
out of work, and that they were expected to be rehired on Su nday. 

Mr. Fertig reported that only aliens are being locked up and  only when some 
particular fact in their past puts them in a suspicious po sition. Three quarters 
of those arrested are war veterans of the Sino-Japanese War  or the Russo-Japanese 
War, and these men are between 60 and 80 years of age. On e parishioner is 84 
years of age. Togo Tanaka, Editor of one of the local J apanese papers, is being 
held» Some of those arrested were members of a War Societ y of Japan and were 
required to be members from the circumstance that they we re in partnership with 



businessmen in Japan, who are forced to join. Other lead ers in the Japanese 
colony were arrested for the reasons that they had entert ained Japanese Army and 
Navy officers when the latter visited Los Angeles in past  years. ± / 

The Japanese citizens in "Little Tokyo" do not seem to fee l much resent-
ment, their reaction being that had they been in Japan in similar circumstances 
they would have been dealt with much less decently. One  of the ministers present 
reported that he got in touch with the Chaplain at the Federal Prison on Terminal 
Island, who reported that the arrested men sent word that they have been better 
treated in the hands of the authorities than they have b een treated at home. 

A representative of the Japanese Institute could not repo rt definitely at 
this early date on the effect of the crisis on house-wor kers and office-workers® 
It was reported that Robinson 1s Department Store released all members of the 
Japanese race onployedthere. The first report made indicated t hat they were to 
continue at full pay, pending the establishment of a pol icy by the company and 
that their right to Christmas bonus would not be lost. Howev er, later reports 
received outside the conference seemed to indicate tha t all were fired and no 
provision is being made for their financial welfare by  the company. 

Lieutenant Commander Kenneth Ringle, head of the 11th Dis trict Naval Intelli-
gence, has a Nisei girl working in his home and he annou nced on Monday night to 
a meeting of Japanese-Americans that he will keep her as a symbol of his faith 
in the loyalty of Nisei Japanese. 

The Pastor of the Japanese Christian Church reported on th e effect on 
workers who are citizens of Japan. There are about 150 to 16 0 unemployed, as a 
consequenceof the emergency. Apparently, the gardeners a re perfectly safe. Only 
one has reported any discrimination. He was told, on Mond ay morning, by the owner 
of an estate who pays him $100.00 a month, that he was disch arged. That night he 
received a phone call from his former employer rehiring him. One Nisei gardener 
has lost two or three places. 

Finance. 

The manager of the Security First National Bank, at 12th and Maple, reported 
that on Monday next, money will be released under restric tions and on a license system 
to Esei Japanese  yA lose  funds have been frozen. He also stated that the giving of 
actual cash to Japanese citizens is contrary to the let ter of the lav/. If aid is 
to be given, it is safest to give actual food, housing, etc. A Nisei is not being 
permitted to run the business owned by his parents, who a re Esei. 

Miss Sukao reports that there have been some evictions, but in most cases, 
after an interview, it was found that the families evic ted were not entirely with-
out resources. Some landlords have evicted their tenants, fearing perhaps that the 
frozen fund situation will cause them to lose rent. Sever al hotels have been closed 
and their closure is being determined in a peculiar man ner, which indicates that 
the F. B. I. may be working on a particular case. The circ umstance is that those 
hotels, the owners of which returned from Japan since Ju ne 16, 1940, are being 

à/Some were arrested for having made contributions to Ja panese causes; for the 
purchase of airplanes, etc. 



are being closed* The Pacific Hotel, New Palace Hotel and E agle Hotel have already 
been shut up. 

Gale Seeman reported on conditions in the schools, stat ing that on Monday 
morning, the President of U. S. C., Dr. von Kleinschmid t, called an assembly during 
which he pointed out that the position of the Esei and Ni sei Japanese on the campus 
was a very tragic one, and that the student body should sh ow the utmost courtesy 
and sympathy for them. One of those present had attended a conference with 
Vierling Kersey, Superintendent of Schools. A special Pr incipals' Meeting has been 
called, and in all the schools, assemblies have been call ed at which exhortations 
to the tolerance of students have been made. The teachers are asked to exercise 
special vigilance to preserve normal relations betwee n the students. Mr. Kersey 
has a day to day attendance check on all students of the J apanese race in Los 
Angeles. He reported that there have been two absences a nd in the case of an 
absence, the principal of the school is sent to the home o f the absent student to 
confer with the parents and urge them to send their chil dren to school as usual. 
Most of the rumors of violence against Japanese students b y non-Japanese students 
are unfounded, according to Kers^r. However, Fred Fertig reported that a Japanese 
girl, a member of his church, was stoned and the school bu s was attacked with stones 
and apples. It was reported that the reaction in most of th e schools has been 
sympathetic. The non-Japanese students expressed conside rable interest in the re-
action of the Japanese students to recent events. There are rumors that Negro 
students have been particularly vicious toward the Jap anese. Reverend Baxter could 
not confirm any of these rumors, but declared he would ch eck on them. The twelve 
Esei exchange students at U. S. C. are in a desperate cond ition. If thqy work, 
they violate the terms of their student residence here, their funds have been frozen 
and they may soon be without food, clothing, or housing  (subsequent reports indicate 
that their needs have been attended to). 

The papers have been very f a i r ^ / Mayor Bowron and District Attorney 
Dockweiler have gone out of their way to cooperate. The  church federation has 
formed a "Church Emergency Defense Committee" and various activitie s already in 
progress were reported by which needy families are being p rovided for and prepara-
tions are being made for possible more serious developm ents. 

A subsequent conference in the office of John L. Mixon, Director of the 
Church Emergency Defense Committee, was held on Dece mber 12. Mr. Mixon suggested 
that the Civilian Defense Council will eventually be the s uperintending coordinating 
group. It was recommended that all funds be given dir ectly to the Church Emergency 
Defense Committee, which will turn them over to the Inte rnational Institute. Each 
church, or other organization, should do as much as it poss ibly can and then refer 
all needs to the International Institute. F. D. R. Moot e has been consulted on the 
legal aspects of the situation and he told Mr. Mixon tha t no law restricts the 
employment of Japanese for personal services and that they may continue to act as 
house-keepers and gardeners, etc. Church services and church bulletins may continue 
in the Japanese language, but to preserve comfortable  relations with the F. B. I. 
it is considered advisable to have English translations a vailable on request. The 
sheriff, the Chief of Police and the F. B. Iy have also indic ated to George Gleason 
that meetings may be continued in Japanese¿1 There has b een recommended that & 

¿/One 

¿/The 

exception was a careless statement by Armsworth of the Ti mes on Thursday« 

authority on this from the F. B. I. asks that it remain strictly 
confidential* 



police pass be issued to all Japanese Pastors who are enga ged in visiting their 

parishioners» 

All job placement will be handled temporarily through the Church Emergency 
Defense Committee office until such time as machinery ha s been set up elsewhere« 

On behalf of the American Civil Liberties Union, I offere d such legal assis-
tance as we are able to provide in all cases where civil ri ghts are involved« 

(Signed) Frank J. Barry, Jr# 
American Civil Liberties TJhion 


