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CALIPORNIA'S JAPANESE IN THE ORISIS

Wihal of the Japamese in California? Waat problems do slmost 100,00

Californis Jepanese present to ciwvil any Feu#ral autbhorities, to the ¥.B.Il.,

-

and the Army snd Havy Intelligence, in the pr&;ent erisis? What are the
problems that face Califormis citizens in their desliings with Jupanese
enemy sliens, and Am.viceu citizens of Jupanes:c peérentege? WHost important
of all, how cas pessible Jupanese fifth colunp s=ctivities be prevented,
and netional unity as well as the faith, loyalty &nd aclive co-operation
of those affected be best preserved?

It is of vital comeern to the whole country, mot to Califormie alone,
tast these problems be recognized, evaluated, end deslt with rationslly,
quickly, s#nd effectively, in the interesis ol netional safety, and & speedy
victory. In the degree that rumor replaces fact, and hysterlia reasom, in
desling with sny of these proolems, national unity is impaired and the
tremencous tesk abhead made the more aifficult.

There is little likelihood thet any appreciable mumber of American
citizens will be influenced by the unthioking sloppy Sentimentelity to be
found at ome end of the emotionzl scale, in thei} dealings w»ith members of
enemy alien races living in Aserice. At leasi there are few "Jap-loversg"
in Californial There is considersble danger however tust sowe citizens may
occesionally both feel and act upon the truly sadistic hatred that is to be
found far st the other e¢nd of that emotionzl scale, Bolh are dangerous,
For thet reason anyone who sentimentslizes the situaiion on ihe cne hand,
or wic d liberately fans the fires of unrecasoning bloodthirsty hatred om
the otbsr, must be considered as truly subversive, no matter how passion-

ately patrictic his motives.
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Busbers, Geographical Distribution, smo Qccupstions of Californis Japancse
as of December T

According to the 1940 United States census re orts, there are 126,947
Japenese in the United States, snc 95,717 of them live in the State of
falifornia, Host of the rest are scattered over the Ctates of Oregon,
Fashington, Utah, Neveda anc Arizons,

Of this number th§‘§;§§i {pronounced knee-say) or second gemeration
American born citizens outnn;ber the Issei, first generatiom msationals be-
tveen two and three to owe in the totel populstion, slthough there is
some variation im certain localities,

In the Imperisl Valley, for imstence, wilerc the 1,58% Japenese are en-

gaged slmost exclusively in gordening, there are 589 Iscel, apnd 934 Hisei,

And in Sen Diego, where the 2,076 Jupanecse are engaged almosi exélusively

in Tishing, there are 793 Issei, and 1,283 Hisei,

A few other statistical facts may be of imterest. Thirty-nine per cent
of ell California Japanese are in Los Angeles County, and "Lil' Tokio,™ the
Jupanese quarter of the City of Los Angeies, has £5,5&1 residents and is the
lergest Jepanesc community in Norih America,.

The mext largest aggregation in California is in Ssa Francisco, where
there are 5,800 resident Japanese, OSmaller groups are to be found im most
of the larger Californls communities, notably Sscraumento, Stockton, Fresno,
San Jose, San Diego, and Brawley.

The major ocoupations of ihe Jepemese in Celifornia are truck-farming
(imcluding flowers) anc handling and selling the produce. The Department
of Agriculture of the State of Celiformia estimsted that (as of December 7)
about 80 per cent of California's vegetables were grown and their marketing

controlled by Japanese,
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Second in importance is fishing, third is business - shops, hoiels,
etec., with persomal service nexi, sand the _rofessions comimg last,

It has been pointed oul thet the very mature ¢ the two major occupa—
tdong of the Japsnede, truck-farming and fishing, bas placed thea geograph-
icelly in positions peculiarly sdapted to effective fifth column work. For
they not only farm in the Sacremento, Sen Joequin apd Imperisl Valleys, but
they farm on the ses—cut terraces that have resulted from the repeated up-
lifts of the whole cosstal land asss, and elong ihe coastal plain. There
lg mot ipso facto enythimg sinister in these facts, bowever, ss the Jap-
apncde have always been Tishermen from their crowded islumds and fermed its
terraces for gemerations before they ceme here. These were things they

% knew how to do supremely well.

These sre the wost pertinent facts regsrding the numbers, gedgraghical

distribution, and occupstions of California Japamese as of December 7.

Legsl Status of Japenese in America

In order to make any ratiooal evaluation of lhe various claims snd
counterelaims, that ere con%uslng this wost vital issue in tae crieis,
there must be a cliear understanding of the legel status of voth the Issei
énd the Wisel groups of resiuent Japancse, both prior to and since the
emergence of a state of yar. And who ere the Kibei, end what is their
legal status?t

Prior to December 7, the 83,563 firet generation Jap:uese in California,
knovn pepularly ss the Issei, had the status of resicdent natiomsls. In. the
early years ol this century there was comsidersble agitation for the sup-

pression of Japancse immigration, as a result of which Theodore Roosevelt

in-gituted a "gentleman's agreezent" entrusting Japen with the enforcement
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of exclusion of imuigratiom inte the United Stetes,

It was charged thai the Japsnese governwent, in vielation of their
agreement, put an adaitional 100,000 of their mationals into this ecouniry
between the years of 1308 and 1319, Following & series of hearinge beld
on this cherge on the Pacifie Coast in 1920, a new fmmisratios eet trans=

iy
ferring enforceuent of Japsnese exclusion back to the United Stetes Govern=
ment was pessed by Congress im 1924, Thle was the WExclusion Aet" under
abich menbers of the yellow race were permitted no guota shatever. lany
aathorities and officials poimt out that this bLasis of total exclusion
has been bitatrl? rescnbed by the proud and sensitive Oriental races and
that the same ends could have been served by setiing a pominai or "token™
number s& the quota figure, As Rear Admiral Yar:;ll hes recently pointed
out, this mattcr must be streightesed out before the besis of a lasting
peace can be set up. According to the gemeral populsr view, LOwever, the
sug.cstion is premature, today at least, a& we have a war to wing &nd all
otler copsiderations including this might well Le kept in abeyence until
the job is come.

But uow does 1t happen that practically none of the Issel, und they
all srrived before 1924 reaember, are naturalized citizems? Is 1% that
all of thesm were merely tools of a Japemese govermmentel poliey of econom-
ie infiltrstion and hence had no interest in taking on the obligaticns of
Americen citizensnip?

If thet was the explanation for the failure to act of the grest na jority,
why is it thet the number who may, even then, have cume as active spies
or oiiicisl agents of thelr country did not become naturelized citizens

here in order to burvow from within - {0 esteblish a rifth column?
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There is & rather amazing lack of understand.ng of their position in
this respect, even on ihe part of leading Cziifornia citizens who should
tnow better,

"Woy on earth shouldn®t & Japsnese heve teken out papers if he had
lived nere forty years and really was loyal to Americe inctead of to
Jupan?® the President of a Los Angeles service club agked the wmriter the
other day.

The answer 1o these questions is Lo be found in the fact that unlesp
'tney were here prior to July 14, 1870, «nd were then twenty-ome (in which
case tiey are ninety-iwo or ilree today!) they couldu'i have become
naturalized citizens whatever their motives or desires. Sectlon 2169 of
the Bevised Statutes of the Basie Neturalizatiom Law, adopted at that time,
stipulates that only whites, or mcigroes borm iu Afries, are eligible to
becuse naturalized eitisens, It is true, bowever, tuat in sowe wesierm
states, Celiforpie amomg then there were officiuls who a-perently had
pouver heard of this lew and hesce issued peturalisation papers to a few
Chinese or Japanese after this Jate, bubl the number is pegiigible.

In the opinion of many people, moreover, most of these¢ eerly settlers
were just ploneers, like the grunéfatherﬁ and great, great grendfathers of
all Mmerican citizens sna thet like &ll pioneers they were secking & new
world, better liviasg conditions, the ™sore abundant life" for themselves
anu tdeir chiiliren, Insteas of whieh they were herded together in labor
camps, uncer & standard of livimg so low that it, in itself, was hel&
against them ss proof of innate inferiority. It wa:s low. But ss it wes
all they could afford, they lived om it and didn't ask for echarity. (Im-
cidentally, on December 7 there were only three Japunese on relief in Los

Angeles Countyl) For many years they seldom dered go anywhere except inm
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pairs for well justified fear of being beaten or stoned.
flhen in 1924 the Exclusion Act made it padnfully clear tuat we didn't
want them, many ook the himt and left, often hesri-breakingiy leaving
their Americam-born children benind., Others decided to stay. These are

the Issei, apa thét was their status, snd why, &s of December 7. With tbe

emergence of a state ol war, the Issei, all of thea became "enewy &liens"”

and thereby loéa-ali civil rights,

By Federal statute adopled during the acainistration of John Adams in
1798, whenever a'declared state of war exists between the UJulied otates and
s foreign govermment, or an invasion has occurred or is thresiened, apnu the
Presid nt has made public proclemstion of thet eveat, ail natives, citizeuns,
genizens, ur subjects of a hostile mation over thie age of fourteen years,
#00 skell be in the Unitea States and are nod paturelized, are liable to
a prepension as enemy aliens. The President, in suck event, ie empowered
by proclemation or other pablic sct to regulate taoe gonduct to be observed
on the part of the Unmited States towara such aliens, menncr oI restraint
to which they may be subjecled, conditions under which they may be sllowed
to reside in the United States, or provisions for their departure frow the
United States.

On Wednesdey, lecember 10, Presideat Roosevelt lssued & proclismation
governing the activities of slien enemies., The tuirteen sections ol that
proclenation cover asny diversified subjects, such as forbidden zoses, re-
stricted areas, lists of forbiddem articles to have in possession, custedy,
or comirel, rogulation of travel o1 chslige of residence, membership Or ac-
tivity in orgenizations, groups, or assemblics to be designated by the

Attorney General.
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Uncer Section 9 of thet prociasstion, tue Atteraey (everal =nd the
seeretary of Wer may exclude slich spesies fros & loog list of specifically
decigneted sress, eod slso (appurently just in case Wiey hed overlooked
anysauingd) "froa any IOCQliL, is whoibh resid nce by sn alien enemy shall
be fousd tu coustitute a danger to the public peave end sefety of the
United Otetes.®

Go wach for the legal status of the Issed. Todey Lhuy are "eneuny aliens.”
Hised

But whet of the Jegal status of the 60,148 Nisel ia Cslifursie? By
virtue of the Comsiitution they, having bewn bors in ihis couniry, sre
American citizens »ith all the rights guarsuteed ian the Bill of Righte to !
all olhir Americas citiseus,

Comgress has full power to define the gonultivms under whiecs citizensodp
way bDe lost, however, Thouse who believe hsi e inteirest: of national
safety demend mass imtersaept of nil Japasese Irrespective ol citizenship,
have relsed the guestion of cual oitizensadp, &: a possible medns of
lega.ly aiteining thetl omd, &5 even he uosl sxircue of those holding this
view (tho netcssily of mass internnent) cen searcely uwige the complete ab-
rogation of the Constitutiom. That is & bit too Bitlerieh for Americsns
Lo stosach. Those »ho have argued thet if Inglend hes Jdone 1t then 20 cad
we, have appareatly forgotten that knglishmen are pot living under the Cone-
stitution of the United States of Anerica.

intirely epart froa the quesiion uf the desirabllily ol mess intern~
aent, (Lhe srgesents for which will ve presented pro ead con l:t(; in thls
article) dows the cusl citisensbip status of ihe Hisel actuslly provide

ds f & Cong e G . .
cunégituhlonalgfounda or pescible Congressioasl revocation of citizenenip?

The argument for this view 1s well presented by ¥r. John B. Bughes, news
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commentator oﬁ the Coast to Coast Mutual Network, In an open letter to
~htiorsey General Francis Biddle, on Jamuary 19, 1942, M¥r, hughics sqys;

—
"As you unaoubtedlg know, the provisioms of the Jepanese law created

a most peculiar situwation in the case of American-born Japanese. The Japan-
ese statute in substance Proviueﬁ that the first-boru of &ll Japanese sub-
Jeets abroad shall be subjectes of the Eapire of Japen, if and in the event
tie parenie of such Jepunese children born abroad chall register their birth
with the nearest Jupanese Consular office within a period of fourtecn days
aftcr birth, It is known that most Japanése ealiens in the United States

have complied withh this Japanese statute on behelf of their ehildren, not

only firsy;born, but ell of the first gencration Auerican-borm and in meny

cases peconc generation American~born., The record of such registratiom
would have been in the files of the Censular's office in this country, but
uadoubtedly were destroyed with the ovutbresk of war,

"This prescnts an unfortunate situetion legally, sinece it obviously will
be difficult or imposgible to prove whether the registration has been made,
Certainly many Awericen—born Japanuse ae not know whether such registrstion
was made, but even if they do know, they would be most unlikely to edmit it.

"Prue, it would be difficult to prove, in wost cases, that imeriesn-born
Japanese were Japanese ¢itigems, but it would be equally difficult for them
to prove thal they bhad legally revoked such Japancse citizenship, which it can
be assumed they acquired through the aet ol their parents. This is war, |
The burden of proof should be theirs,”

Mr. Hughes says lhat Attormey General Biddle replied that Congressional
action following the suggestions outlined would mot, in his opinion, be com~
! stitutionmal, 5o that would seem to be thafl
In the opinion of mosit of those officially concerned with this problem,

the Question of dual ecitisensiip is not in the least relevant to the guestion
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of & Nisei's persomal loyalty. ir. Chester Fowell sums up this viewpoint
in an editoriesl im the San Francisco Chroniele of Tuesday, Jamusry 20, in
wihich he saysi

»Phuis question of duel citizenship is cot mew, end it did not begin
with the Japanese. Most of the countries oi continental Rurcpe have, or
long had, such a law,

“The dilemme is this: There is mo question of ine competence ol Jarzag
for instamnce, to enact e law that Japanese-borm persons and even their de-~
scendents born sbroad, shall be irrevocably Japunese citizems, and shail be
lisble, in Japsn, to military service amd the other obiligetions of citiszen-
ship.

"But there is alsu no question ol the walldity of‘the American Consti-
tution, which .rovides thet all perscms bora or paturclized in America are
Americen citigems. Both laws are in effect, and esch is valid, as the law
of it's own country.

"The practical solutiom hac been thst each country shall enforce it's
o¥n law on sucu persoms, while they are in that country, but shall not in-
terfere with the otiier counmtry doing the same thing, when they sre in that
country.

"This is the law of it,

"But in the case of these Awerican-born Japanese there is also the
practical situation thet their own cholice had mothing o do with whether

Ley bave, or have not, this cuel citizenship, The earilecst borm of them
werc automatically Americen citizems under Americen law snc Jupagese citi-
gens under Japanese law,

vLater the Japsnese (not the American lew) was chargea, permitting
the Jepapese parents of am American-born c¢hild to (mot ths child bimself)

to register him, at & very early age, &8s giviug up his Japanesc citisensnip.
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et © . .

®The child himself, being & young mimor, had no voice in the matier,

"lither way, these ‘Hisei! are Mmerican cltizens, under American law,
and, in America, are under no oilher lew,

"Their loyalty to America is 0 be determined by their own conduct snd
attitude - pmot by the attitude of Japan, in Japan, toward them, nor by the
act or failure to act of their parents iu renouncing taeir Japanese alle-
gience for them whicle they were children.,"

The Nisei are Americam citizens. GSo such for dual citizenship.

Kibedl

Kibeli (meaning those who return to Auerica) ie the name applied by
the Nisel to tiose members of itheir ows group who were born in Americe
and nence &re citlzens, but who hsve spent & considerable portion of their
lives in Japan, in most cases getting their education there, and who have
returnec to this couniry, most of Luem recently; The Kibeil ;re‘not'i-por_
tant pumerically es {sccording ﬁu the most reliable estimates available

to an ordigary citisem) there are probably less than.ﬂ;OOO of theam in the

whole couniry, of which it is believed ahbuééggd are in Los Angeles County.

It is believed in meny uuarters, moreover, that because they have spent
a large pumber of their most impressionsble years in Japsn; tusl even the
ones whose return to Aserics wes not & pert of & Japanes governmental policy
might be expected to side with Japau rather thau America in & erisis, It is
thought, bhowever, that many Kibei did actually returm to Americe as fifth
columsnists, and that the F.B.I. could, if it chose, cite many interesting
exauples from ite files to prove it. If Jupan hes a vell organized plam for
sabotage or assistence to an enemy sttack on the Pacific Coast (end in view
of what happened at Pearl Harbor and in the Philippines we would be craszy to

think they bave mot) it is believed tuat Kibei Jupancse have most impertant




roles in it.

it present they heve all the freedom of movement possible, ownership

of contraband artieles, freedom to spend their money ss they cnoose, of any

Americen citizen., Although many of thesm have given evidemee of inaisputable
loyalty to Ameriea in this crisis, it is the opinion of many thet the bur-
._den of proof as to loy:lty is definitely on the Kibel. II the time should
come (amd before this reaches print it may well heve become history, S50 fast
it the movement of events,) thet “voluntary internment" of Nisei ic asked

as preof of loysliy, it might be well to ask it first of tbe Kibei.
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A press elipping, dated January 30, may, or mey not, be pertinent to
the foregoing:

"Washington, Jen. 30. - Senator Johnson (R., Cal.) celled today a meet-
ing of Senators end Congressmen from the Pacific Coest states and Delegate
Dimond of Alaske to survey steps taken by defense agencies for the protection
of the Pacific Coast. He said he had invited Senators from Oregon, Washing-
ton end Celifornia to attend the conference on Monday."

Also pertinent is the following:

"In his column in the Sacramento Union, Charles J., Lilley of the publi-

cation outlined his views on the recent speech given by James R. Young,

" former Tokyo correspondent, at the Celifornie Newspeper Publishers convention.
"Among the speekers at the Coronado convention of the California pub-
lishers wes James R. Young, former Hearst wire service correspondent in Tokyo,
who makes an inflammatory atteck on the Japanese government and the Fer Eastern

division of the U. S. state department.

“"The Japanese aliens in California are all potential fifth columnists
who are only waiting the word to seize the state, according to Young.

"The underlings in the state department are just e coterie of bungling
diplomats who can't read plain English when it is written on the wall, Young
says 'on or off the record.’'

"Young was jailed in Tokyo but managed to regain his freedom and return
to Americe. Since arriving he has been throwing sceres into women's orgeni-
gzations, and other audiences, by assuring them they are only an eyelash re-
moved from getting their throats cut.”

Whatever its sources, or inspirations, California citizens were worked
up to & piteh rapidly epproasching hysteria by January 29. Acting on requests
from both the Army and the Navy on thet day, Attorney-Gemeral Franecis Biddle

ordered all enemy aliens out of 29 designated war zones by February 24. He
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said that in addition to the War snd Navy Departments, he is cooperating with
the Labor, Treasury, and Agricultural Departments, the Pederal Security Agency,
the Works Progress Administration end the Office of Facts and Figures in solv-
ing the p oblem of what to do with the evacuated enemy aliens.

Mr. Biddle also states that "These steps represent moves in steadily
tightening control of enemy asliens. We have a large and carefully worked out
progrem for internal security" and predicted that soon there will be no enemy
aliens "in a very comnsiderable part of California.”

Because of its policy, the F.B.I. agents have not been able to reassure
the public by telling them of what they have done, with the result that many
local officials share the view that one of them expressed to the writer the
other day when he seid that giving information to the F.B.I. was like pouring
it dowmn a rat hole - you never knew what happened, if anything. Also the
order that all cases of suspected espionage or enemy alien activity information
wae to be given to and handled only by the F.B.I. has been interpreted by some
local law enforcement officials as meaning that they were not also to turn any
information in their possession to representatives of the Army or Nevy Intelli-
gence even on their request, forYheither was the fact that so meny federal
agencies seemed to be working on the problem, is., protection of Celifornia

from possible fifth column activity, particularly reessuring. For not only

the F.B.I. and the Army andwgyt Intelligence services but the Dies Committee

representatives all seemed to be involved. Up to January 29, at least, no
definite plan of coordinated effort between all of them had been made public.
On thet date, end included in the announcement regerding removal of enemy
aliens from proscribed areas was the announcement that Thomas C. Clark had
been named "ocoordinator of alien ememy control for the western command.”

News releases on the same dey tell of sonferences being held by Mr.




Clark with California officials. "In the interests of an efficient and
speedy solution of the problem,"” Biddle stated, "local officials and the
publiec at large should leave this compliceted program in the hands of the
Federal Government and should not take conflicting sction which might im-
pede the program.”

As this article is writtem the week-end immediately following this

Rors acTivas cud sTalwnll

order, it is impossible to estimate how far it will go in restoring publiec
confidence and, it must be acknowledged, the confidence of some Califormia
officials in the ability of the "Federals" to handle the situation in a way
to insure the meximum of security. After all, we are the ones who will be
bombed, so it is not strange that we feel inclined to do something about it.

Only to the degree thet confidence is restored will public hysteria be
lessened, and the possible results of that hysteria be averted. In the
opinien of many people, direct action - individually or by mobs - upon mem~
bers of the Japanese race, continued demends for the extreme of totel mass
internment rather then the "protective custody" now ordered, and precipitate
and perhaps conflicting action by California officials, are smong these
potential results.

There cen be no question but that confidence in the "Federals" received
a terrific blow in the official statements by Secretary Knox and in the
Roberts' Report of fifth column eactivities in Pearl Harbor and in the
Phillipines.

Because officials have not felt it to be in the best publie interest,
they have not told us many deteils. In the absence, however, of any offiocial

information, countless rumors are going the rounds es to "modus operandi™y

Bome of them mey be true, others may have a basis in fact, others bear the

marks of redio seript horror stories.

The familiar stories regarding locsl Japanese are, of course, also going




the rounds. There is the one about a Japenese truck farmer with a powerful
two-way redio, & three-inch telescope and motion picture camera, whose farm
house wes on & rise near one of our great airplane factories, from whence he
could see every bolt on the new planes, as they left the assembly line.
According to the story, and it was believed by a large number of people
in Los Angeles, every effort wes made prior to December 7, to get someone
in authority to do something about him, all without success. Of course, it
wes said, "they picked him up on Pearl Harbor Sunday, but think of all the

jnformation he had sent in the meantimel!™ The writer checked this particular

story with Federal Prosecuting Attorney William Fleet Palmer, who stated

bluntly thet there simply wasn't eny auoh. case in his files.

There is the one, end this has many variations dooqrating the general
theme, of the Jepanese school child who got in a fight with another child
(or who in another version was punished by the teacher) and who seid that
his father would get even, he would shoot them with his machine gun. Upon
which, so the story goes, the white child's mother (or the school teacher)
reported to the authorities, who, sure enough, found a machine gun hidden
under sacks of manure at the nursery. There is, probably, some basis of
. fact for thou%%har stories. The point is that as of Januery 29, e large
number of Celifornia citizens were in the mood to believe that every Japan-
ese gardener had hidden machine guns.

in order to understand the very real force behind, and the potential
dynemite involved in, the California citizens' reaction to the whole situa-
tion, it would be well to recall several factors that influence them; factors
thet existed long before any late campaign - so fer as there is eny - was be-
gun. But they are there and create a highly combustible situation. A situa-
tion in which either the deliberate fauning of hate mongers (most of whom

have the most patriotic motives in the world, incidentally) or the sperk of
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even one act of successful sabotage perpetrated by a Japanese might easily
flare in a terrific conflagration.

For, snd this must be considered as one of the factors, California has
a not-too-distant vigilante past. When Californie citizems have mistrusted
the effectiveness of the ections of their officials or have been angered at
what they considered lack of action - they have not hesitated to act them-
selves, law or no law.

In the present crisis, moreover, they are under a much greater emotional
strain then are the citizens of any other state. There are et least three
good reasons to support this statement. The first has already been mentioned.
Because of geographical position we will be the first to be bombed, shelled
or invaded in the event of a continental attack, for not only are we the
front door to the country as far as Japan is concerned, we have vital war
industries, end supplies - shipping, airplenes, and oil among them.

In the second place it must be undsrstood that whereas all Americans
everywhere were stunned, outraged, and filled with grim fury at the treacher-
ous attack on Pearl Herbor, Caelifornians had all those emotions raised to the
nth degree. Not only are we on the very threshold of the war and may be in
physicelly at any moment, but we have long had an infinitely greater emotional
investment in the Islands than have the citizens of any other state.

To ordinary Celifornia citizens, Honolulu is no far-away paradise of
Hula girls, leis, and haunting lovely music., It's the place next door where
we run in to visit our neighbors, our friends, our relatives end our children.

The man on the street, the housewife who shops for her own vegetables, the

retired Iowa hardware merchant or farmer who lives in Los Angeles, the minis-

ter, and the school teacher, the Rotarien and the club women know their
Honolulu and felt personally attacked on Sunday morning.

It is not strange thet this should be so. In pioneer years many Cali-
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fornia families sent their sons and daughters to Punahou School in Homolulu
for their education, Through the years there has been an even increesing

academic exchange, and flow of students to the meinland universities and

beck. Only a small percentage of these Islanders go on to Eastern universi-

ties. Most of them stay here in California at the University of Celifernia
et Berkeley, Los Angeles or Davis, at Stenford, University of Southern Cali-
fornia, Pomona, Occidental, Whittier, Redlends, or Mills College (for ¥omen)
Business ties, too, are closer between California end the Islends than
with most other states, as many Celifornia firms have branch offices in
Honolulu and vice versa, with consequent shifting of persomnel, So in a
peculiarly real and personal sense, Californians were bombed on that Sunday.
Thirdly, Californiens every day of their lives have to look at, and do
business with, yellow-skinned, almond-eyed reminders of Pearl Harbor, because
most of the Japanese residents in the United States are right here! The very
appearance of even the most loyal American citizen of Japanese ancestry is an
affront and a reminder. It is peculiarly unfortunate moreover thet the small
stature, the slant eyes, the yellow skin so lend themselves to cariceture of
the dieabolie and satanic, while the second gmntiou German or Itelien citi-
zen, particulerly if he has no accent, is not to be differentiated from any

of the rest of us. The racial mask of even the most loyal Nisei often sell »a'<ald
a fog of emotional instinctive antipathy thn'l';g.ryi :e:s:\; can dissipste.

80, unless renewed confidence that officiel organizetion and ection is
adequate to protect us, emotion instead of reason may rule, snd we mey well
have more to regret than we now have. For we do have some incidents to re-
gret, although it is conceded that while Californians have behaved to date
with a truly remarkable degree of self-restraint, decency and feir play toward
resident Japanese, as there have been neither riots, nor any sort of mob actionm.

There have been some untoward end regretteble incidents, however, where mis-
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guided "patriots" or hoodlums have insulted or eattacked members of the Japan-

ab
ese race and often the Chinese race, s a matter of faotj 2 number of young

Chinese girls in San Francisco can testify! For they had their faces soundly
slapped on a street in San Frencisco Chinatown by a group of patriotic middle-
aged ladies of Caucasian ancestry, who were thus doing their bit to win the
warl

It has not been "hot-headed" youth that has thus jeopardized national
unity through violence, insult, or injustice to local Japesnese. This time
it was their parents who have occasionally been guilty of thinking end act-
ing emotionally rather than intelligently. It was not a boy, but a gray-
heired man who leaned from his car and spat full in the face of a Japanese
student the other day in Los Angeles. It's the middle-aged and elderly house-
wife who won't buy vegetables from a Japanese. It was en elderly lady who
felt she couldn't bear to look into the face of her Japanese gardener again
and so left his wages to date in a black-bordered envelope in the tool house.
He felt badly because he had wented to see her to say "goodbye" as he was en-
listing.

a an

It was not/young men but/elderly one who sold "Jap Hunting Licenses” -
good for Duration of Hunting Season - Open Sesson - No Limit," in Sen Fran-
cisco until the utt::sz:;i;ng;t;getga;:%uo;u;gggtiu ,who stopped it at once.
The reason for thh/iu plain, as & solid basis of mutual respect, understand-
ing and actual liking has developed in the past decade or two, between
Americen Japanese snd other students. This liking has grown quite apart from
the growing general dislike of the aggressive actions of the Japanese govern=
ment.,

There cen be no doubt but that Americen sympathy wes on the side of the
Jepanese in the Russo-Japanese war. Too, we were fighting on the same side

and presumably for the seme high objcotivu‘in World War No, 1. But action




in Manchukuo and in China as well as the pact with Germany and Italy, had
completely changed the American public reaction long before the treacherous
atteck at Pearl Harbor,

In spite of this, no objective observer today can question the genuine
popularity of students of Jepanese ancestry in Californis schools, all the
way from the kindergarten to college, And the great mejority of the Nisei,
Americen citizens of Japanese parentage, have gane through our public schools.
Young men and women who have grown up with them, and have worked and played
with them ell their lives know - or believe they do - that the vast majority
of the Nisei share their own feeling toward a military ruthlessly aggressive
Japan, and their own horror at Pearl Harbor.

The fact that some Japanese pilots, shot down in that atteck, were pro-
ducts of American schools hesn't affected the young Californians' viewpoint
as to the loyalty of the group as a whole. (Inoidlntally, it would be of in-
terest to know whether or not those particular boys were Kibei - ones who had
had gremmer school training in Japan and had come - or been sent - back for
high school in Honolulu in the one csse, and to Oregon State College in the
other}{ Because to the young men or woman who has participated on sn equal
rooting‘ with J.pm..7f§d:§:§t., extra-curricular activities in the grammar
and high schools, end junior colleges of the State, end has lived under the

seme roofs with them end young people of other racial backgrounds at Inter-

netionel House et Berkeley, in dormptories, in cooperatives end in clubs,

and who are fellow members of both scholarship end activity honor societies,
the treachery of some Japanese students hes not changed their total viewpoint,
as they know that there are traitors in every rece. No, youths are not the

offenders in the scattered ceses of insult and attack. There is considersble
is continuing to keep
evidence also that youth hes-kept its head better then the "elders" (particu-

in the fact that
larly, I em efraid, the mammas) in the rising tide of hysteria, —¥er Japanese




students are still receiving honors at the hands of fellow students. Press
reporte announce the election of two Japenese youths to the position of
student body presidents in Celifornis high schools within the week, and
numerous other exsmples could be cited.

But, as steted, there have been untoward eveuts. However, to date,
they have been rare and are still deplored by the great _;-5__5’-__01 the citigens.

attempted
True, there heve been some forty-onu/unuimtims of Japanese noted in the

would=-be
press to date. But all but three of/the assassins were Filipinos.

It should be acknowledged before we become too self-congratulatory over
this record of what we have not done, which after all is a matter for pride,
that we probably have our local law enforcement officers to thank for st
least some of it, For, while most of us were sgtill sitting before our radios
in stunned end increulous horror, our officers were acting to protect the
lives and property of local Japsnese from us and to prevent rioting. To that
end "Lil' Tokyo" in Los Angeles and the Japanese quarters of other cities
were roped off, traffie diverted, no crowds permitted to form, or persons
to loiter. And it was probably just as welll

Shortly, however, we settled down to the reality of defense prepara-
tions, as well as doing our best for the eall-out victory effort. As far as
Japanese were concerned, we followed the instruections of the Federel authori-
ties, which cen be summed up es follows.

It is our duty to be on the alert for any suspicious circumstance from
any source; that sny such eircumstance obumd- is to be reported at once
to the legally constituted authorities for investigation or action; that we

aré. to continue normal reletionships with resident Japanese on the pre-

sumption of their loyalty, and to abstein from amr ingult, or injury whatso-

ever. In short, that we should put into everyday working practice those
democratic principles of freedom, fair play, and decent humanity which, after

all, are what we are fighting for!




There can be no doubt whatever but that this was, and still is, the of-
ficially prescribed course of citizen behavior, as everyone in any sort of
authority hes stated it explicitly agein and again. The President has done
so, so has Attorney-General Frencis Biddle, and high military and naval
officers. Mayor La Guardia and Mrs. Roosevelt urged its absolute necessity.
Here in California our own leaders were doing the seme thing. On October 8,

to give just one example, the "Northern California Committee on Fair Play

for Citizens and Aliens of Japanese Ancestry,” released an excellent two-

pege stetement, which they followed up with one even stronger on December 29.
Governor Olson is honorary chairman, General David ?. Barrows is listed as
cheirman, and the list of twenty-four vice chairmen and over one hundred
general committee members is a register of most of the "Big Names" of Northern
Californie.

Californiens, however, have made more than a negative contribution teo
national unity through abstaining from such actions. They have taken numerous
positive steps to lessen the hardships and injustices inevitably incident to
Federal action in the freezing orders and successive steps of control.

The State Department of Welfere has appointed Miss Amne Cloe Watson -
executive of the San Francisco International Institute - as representative
and coordinetor on "Resources end Problems of Minority Groups."

The Stete Bar Associstion eand Attorney-General Earl Werren heve jointly
appointed a stetewide Committee on Civil Liberties which will eet as pert of
the officiel State Defense organizetion.

Emergency Committees have been formed in communities where they are
needed to help the Japanese Citizens League in caring for individual cases,

although in many communities the job is still only partially done.




In the foregoing discussion, the writer has attempted to summarize the
whys, the pest and present, factors influenmcing public opinion, end how re-
cent public events in Californis are related to them.

In daring to speak of probable future events, it is with the full con-
sciousness that, even by the time this article cen be made publie, much of
it will be history instead of forecast.

Today public opinion is poised in a state of arrested hysteris, a breath-
ing space of watchful waiting on this most vital defemnse metter.

If the orders of January 29, thg announcement that further orders will
follow, as well as the publicity attending the new orders, of the appointment
of a coordimator of enemy cantrol agencies, and if in addition the F.B. I.
end the Army and Navy Intelligence should publicize & little more as to actual
accomplishments, the situation may be in hand.

Much, also, in the opinion of the writer, will depend upon what Senatar
Hirem Johnson may heve to say following his conferences and investigations.
If he should be convinced that the Federal progrem, and the way it is being
carried out, is adequate to protect California from fifth column activities
of resident Japanese, he will sey so. If he does not feel that the present
program is adequate,being a man of action, he can be counted upon to do
something sbout it. In either case we will find it easier to relax and play
the game mccording to the rules laid down by Washington. Which will mean
that California officials will not feel it incumbent upon them to meke and

carry out their own programs for self-protection ageainst Japanese enemies

end traitors, and that Californiea citizems will continue to treat resident

Japanese with fair-minded decency and humanity, leaving all direct action to
the authorities.
On the other hand, if the "hate mongers" still feel it their patriotie

duty to continue to fan the now smouldering fires of public opinion, and to
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In the foregoing diseusaion, the writer has sttempted to sumsarize the
whys, and the past and present factors 1aﬂnml.§ publie opinion, and how
recent tubliec events in California are related to them.

In daring to speak of probable future events, 1% is with the full con-
ciousness that, even by the time this article can be made pubdlie, much of
1t will be history inetead of forecast.

Today public opinion is poised in a state of arrested lysteria, a
breathing space of watechful waiting, on thie most vital defense matier,

I1f the orders of Jamwary 28, tke Wn& that further orders will
followp ns well ae the publicity attending the new orders, of tha arpeint-
nent of a coordinater _o\:r eneny control agemeles, and 1f in addition the
F.5.1, and the Army and fm Intelligonce should publicize & little more as
to setusl sceomvlishments, the situstion may be in hand,

Vhich will mean that Csliforsia efficials will mot feel it incunbent
uron them to make snd carry out thelr own programs for saelfeprotection
sgeinet Japanese onendies and traltors, and that Califernia citisens will con-
tinue to trest resident Japsnese with fair-minded decengy and hunanity,
leaving all dirsct action to the authorities,

1f, on the other hand, the "hate mongers” atill feel 1t their patrictic

duty to chntimue to fan the now swouldering fires of 'ublicopimion, end to

pour over 1% the inflamsabdle gas of hystericsl fear; or if as ruch as one
flagrunt cose of Japapags esabotage furnishes tho epark, there may 6till be
gerious resulde along the paths mentioned, for the ingredients are all there,




pour over it the inflammeble gas of hysterical fear; or if as much as one

flegrant case of Japanese sabotage furnishes the sperk, there may still be

serious results along the paths mentioned, for the ingredients are all

there.




CALIFORNIA'S JAPANEBE IN THE CRISIS
Part I1I

0
Wass Intepfient, Frotective Custody end "Voluntary" Commitment of Nisel

As was previously stated, mass 1nté}hsnt of Cslifornia's 93,717
Japanese is being vigorously urged in a powerful press, radio, lecture and
shain letter campaign. Under this plan all Japsnese would be removed to a
"safe" place in the interior of the continent to be held for the duretion -
presumsbly at the taxpsyers' expemse. For only so, so the proponents of
this plem sincerely believe, cen Californie be made safe from enemy alian
sabotage or fifth columm sid to the enemy. This view is based on the be-
lief = equally sincere = (et least on the part of most of those advbdating
it) thnt‘gngapaneao, citizen or enemy slien, can possibly be loyal to
America as against Japan due nninlj to innate rseiel loyelties, the psy-
chological pull, of not the legal status, of duel citizenship, and to re-
ligious conditioning. For.aa it is pointed out, although there sre Japan-
ese Catholies, Protestants, Christian Scientists and Hormons, about 80 per
cent of them would class themselves as Buddhists. That, moreover, many of
these Buddhists go to the numerous Shinto Temples of California where they
are imbued with the dootrines of emperor worship and faneticsl religious
devotion to hime Also many Japsnese Langusge schools have been mainteined,
and it is olaimed that Japanese children have been taught loyalty to Jepan

in them.

In further support of their contention that sll Japanese must be in-

terned, they point to the fact thet due to the youth of the Fisei, finencial
sontrol of the group of Nisel as a whole is still in the hands of the Issei.

The Japsnese, them, who are American citizens, ere subject to such economiec
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pressure from the ememy alien one-third of the group ss to make it impos-
sible for any of the Nisei to be really loyal, even in case the,snight want to be.

inother factor must be taken into comsideretion in understanding why
Japanese cannot be loyal Americans, they tell us. For, even before December
7, we, the Caucesisn imericans, haven't trested thay either the Issel or
the Nisei, in a way to deserve very much loyalty from thems 4nd it is not
only the first generation who have been subjeot to injustice, insult snd
considerable denial of ecivil rights during pioneer days. To some degree
we are doing the same things today to the Nisei. /Among other things, real
estate r@striotiona have kept young Japsnese business and professional men
from settling in the more pleasant districts of the community where they
would like to liie-and raise their fsmilies. They have been forced to live
in slum areas, as one result of which there is a new, but = growing, juvenile
delinquency problem smong their childrem. Diseriminatory restrictions on
business properties have also worked grest hardships, heving the effect of
limiting the sele of merchsndise to Japanese racials instesd of to the com=-
munity et lerge. So why should they like us - wouldn't they be better off
if Japan should win?

So, in view of sll these factors, we cen't efford to trust a single
ons of they they say. But, to go on with their argument, suppose some of
them sre loyal. Supiose even that a fair percentage of them are. Just for
the sake of carrying the argument to the extreme, suppose that ninety-nine
out of one hundred are loyal. ¥hat of it, if one in e hundred is & traitor?

For under the circumetances, Blask-tone;c ancient dictum thet "It were
better that ninety-nine guilty men go free than that one innoesent man should
suffer injustly” is sll "Hooey," they say. Suppose that that one, the one
we let go free, sets s fire in the ship yards, or the oil fields, or radios

vitel information to the enemyl A lot better, in their opinien, that
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ninety-nine innooent ones should have to suffer some inconvenience (hell -
we wouldn't mistreat the guysl) if by eo doing the one mean guy, the one
taking orders from Tokyo, could be safely shut up before the fire! "And
don't fool yourself that all the guys ruaning radios heve run down to the
police end turned them in becsuse the Government said they were supposed
to! There sre probsbly still plenty of them broadcasting if the truth were
known. The only way to ;ei those birds is to ship off all the Japs, lock,

stook and barrel. This is Werl"™ Which, so far as the writer is able to do it,

fairly summarizes the argument im favor of mess internment.

But the "suthorities,” in this case, the Fresident, the Attorney
General and the Secretary of Wer and of the Navy, knowing all these things
(end we have certainly seen to it that they do kmow them) have not ordered
a program of total mass intemment for all Japanese. The orders - snd so
far they can be judged from orders alreedy given the ones to come = not
only fall far short of it, but ignore the rasial angle of the menace alto-
gether, as they apply to all enemy aliens impartielly. Honoe‘th.y do not
apply to the Nisei, even those living in proseribed arees. Why? Does it
mean that they are willing to sbandon Californis to the Jepanese traitors
in our midst in order to uphold the seored civil rights of the Nisei?, de-
mend the California proponents of the mmss intermment program. Surely total
internment is possible if they want to do it. ITemn't it?

The answer is yes, precticelly spesking, it is possible. A plen has
been suggested that could insure the imtermment of practically the whole
resident Jepsnese population, a deseription of which follows.

The Issei: Being enemy aliens they can be moved in toto anywhere the CGovern-
ment desires, and kept for the duration.

The Nisei: "Voluntery" commitments.




The proponents of mass internment believe that the Nisei, practically

all of thii not only eould be induced to undergo "voluntary” internment if

b
the authorities requested it of them, but that for ressons to !ndioated,

the greet majority of them would do so gladly. Of course in any osse a
large number of young children (rénalbar that the average age of a Nisei

is only 20) would go with their parents to whatever locality the authorities
might designste. Host of the rest, it is claimed, could be shown that it
actually would be greatly to their ndvantage, es they would be wvery much
better off both economically end from the standpoint of personal s;fety

then they are in California communities.

Economic nrﬁumgnt

In support of this view, proponents point to the ever inereasing diffi-
culty that the Nisei are having in holding jobs or keeping their businesses
solvent. Fellow workers have had sit-down strikes and thereby forced ém=-
ployers to discharge Japesnese, Private industry, either through demonstrated
boycott, the fear of it, or as en expression of the personal bias of the re-
sponsible heads, have discharged grest numbers of thems Irn additiom to whiech
656 county and 30 city Japsnese civil service employees in Los Angeles have
been persuaded to take "voluntary"” leaves of asbsence for the durstion, and
the State is said to be contemplating similar sotion. They heve been told,
however, that after the war they will be reinstated with no loss of seniority
or tenure.

The pressure brought by economie boycott, by the buying publie, or the
feer of such boycott, on the pert of mensgers of markets who have had Japasn-
ese tensnts has had the effect of almost completely wreeking the businesses
of a large majority of Japanese, enemy aliens and e¢itizens alike. Meny such
businesses -~ most of whisch prior to December 7 were under the financial control
of the Issei, the fathers of the fewldly = were not eble to weather the finaneial
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storms raised by the Government "freezing"” orders immediately following the

attacks Following the first treasury orders and the period of total abeyance

of any business transections whatsoever on the part of the Issei, a succeed-

ing geries of orders graduslly unfroze their assets sand permitted those con-

sidered safe to resume business, but only upon permit in esch individual case.
In the meantime, however, many of their creditors have "oracked dowm”

on thag with the result that many who were finencially over-extended went

out off business. In some instances insursnce companies csncelled policies

on their trucks, and ss the State requires them te carry insurance in order

to do business, they also hed to quit. MNeny licenses have been revoked or

renewale refused. It is claimed, moreover, that Americans of other raciesl

background have not, unfortunately, been sbove taking sdvantage of the situa-

tion by giving false evidence to the muthorities sbout Jeapsnese whose business
they coveted. By the time the necessary investigst#énss could be mede end the
Japanese relessed by the autherities, the business was gone. It is also said,
in support of the view that the Nisei would be glad to join the Issel
for the duretion in a "safe” plece, that Japanese fishermen are now, or soon
will be on charity, as not a single Japenese fisherman, either citizem or
enemy alien, heas been permitted to go out im a boat since December Te

Tt is estimeted that there sre seversl hundred cases of desperate needy
in "Li'l Tokyo." Social workers are helping the Jespenese American Citizens
Lesgue in meeting these problems, but the situation is bad. ind it is very
likely to grow worse instesd of better as the long and desperately serious
struggle goes on.
Safer

It is said also that all Japenese would be physicelly safer if removed
from daily contact with citizens of different rameisl background, end hence

ghould be glad to voluntarily commit themselves for the duretion. It is
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conceded that Californians have behaved, to date, with a truly remarksble
degree of self-restreint toward resident Japenese, but, so it is seid, this
cannot be expected to continue over a long period of time.
They would be safe, too, from the depredations of criminals, not all

of which cen be prevented by the lew enforcement egencies.

It was to be expanteé of gourse that the oriminal element would try
to take advantage of this situation, just as they will of blackouts or any
other opening. Japenese generally were too shemed snd terrified to guestion
eny order from what seemed to be "authority" end hence were often easy prey.

It was reported, to mention just once case as typiesl of meny, that one
enterprising erook walked into a store, said he was a "G" man, demsnded the
cash in both the safe and register, over a thousand dollars, and welked
away with it without leaving even & fake receipt. HNeny more have been made
the vietims of blackmail, end meny types of "racket."

Finally, it is seid, eny remaining Nisei might be induced to "voluntarily”
commit themselves to iﬁtofnnnnt as q,n;ttor 6f'patr1¢tio self-secrifice.
On January 21 Representative Lelend M, Ford of California made a suggestion
to this effect on the grounds thet no Hisei, if he:were loyal, could refuse
such 2 request on the part of the Government. It was conceded that it would
work great hardship in individual cases, but we are reminded that all of us
of every raciel background ere undergoing some hardship and must exrect much
more. The young men drafted into the armed forces are undergoing hardehip,
toBe Inoidentally, the writer has hesrd no suggestion to date as what the
total internment advocates propose to do with the 5,000 Nisel who slso are

serving in our armed forces. Presumsbly, on the basis of the theory of total

racial disloyalty, they should be removed from wherever they are, and from

whatever they are doing, and herded into the concentretion camp with the rest.
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In spite of the foregoing srguments, the declared poliey of the Govern-
ment to date differs not only in degree but in kind from the mess internment
demanded by meny Californiens.

Before disoussing briefly the what and the probable vhy of these differ-
ences it should be recognized that the seme broad polioy of prevention under-
lies both. For neither the Government nor Californie is willing to wait
passively until an aet of sabotege ocours and then to punish the offender -

providing, of course, that we can discover who did it, end cen eatch him}

Prevention in medicine and public health, snd in Public Works, flood and

erosion control, buildings to withstand esrthguakes, and the like, sre seccepted
commonpleces of procedure. More recently, and more germene to the subject is
the adoption of s program of prevention in the field of oriminal administra-
tion. Lews defining defective delinquents, constitutional psychopaths, and
other specisl groups, and providing for their "protective custody” in order

to proteot othorq from their probeble future acte, have been adopted by some
states, California among them. The whole philosophy of the Youth Correction
Authority Act, sponsored by the Americsn Law Institute, is the same; preventive
treatment of the offender rather then punishment for offense elready committed.
It may have some bearing on the issue that California should have been the
first, snd is today the only. state to have set up such a Youbh'Correction
Authority, whieh is proof emough that our citisems are completely "m 1d" on
the idea of prevention of enti-social behavior.

But that Aet set up a board of experts, "the Authority," to diagnose the
problem, to decide on what course of trestment would best attain the desired
ends, and to cerry out the program agreed upon.

There can be no doubt that the problem of preventing sabotage end
fifth column setivity in Celifornis is a deadly serious one. FEveryone is
sgreed on’that., But there is dissgreement (end unhappily it hes already

reached the name-calling stage in California) as to the best method that




will setually prevent it.

1t should be remembered that in this cese, also, there is an "Authority.”
It consists of the President, the Attorney Gemeral, the Secretaries of War and
the Navy. Theirs is the legally constituted obligation. They weigh all the
faotors, decide upon a policy, a course of action that, in their consldered
opinion, will best provent sabotege, and through their egents, the F.B.I. end
the Army end Navy Intelligence, they put it into eoffect.

For reasons slreedy discussel , some California officials and citizens
disagree with the diagnosis and hémo have both demended a new policy, and
in some oases heve taken independent sotion buod.on their own diagnosis.
The orders of January 29 make this fundamental difference in disgnosis very
plain, for they apply alike to all ememy sliens, and they do not apply to
the Hiseis Hence, by off'icial asotion the Goﬁmmt has confirmed its own

policy, as stated on many previous occasions, that sll American citizens

shall be trested on the presumption ofjfoyalty, instesd of disloyslty. Ilence

the "Authority" apparently believes that Japsnese raoial m rentage is not,
in end of itselfs proof of potential disloyalty.

A eitizen canmot know what eonsiderations, in view of the arguments to
the contrary already presented, may heve influenced them. But the arguments
used by those Californiens who shaere the conelusion, as a matter of personal
conviction, might be briefly steted at this point.

According to this view it is ebhorrent to make "race” a basis of any
diseriminstory astion. One of the things we dislike most about Hitler is that he
has done just that. Also, so the proponents of this view tell us, we should
be & bit careful sbout making any assumptions of homest, straight-dealing
white men versus deceitful, treacherous yellow men. For setually there are
about five times as many yellow men fighting on our side in this War, as there

are on the side we sre fighting ageinst, Then too, it is pointed out, it is
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treading on very thin ice indeed to raise any racisl issues in Americs--
the melting pot of all the races of the world., For by so doing we
threaten to impair thet unity that must be meintained in the interests

of e speedy victory. Already other racial minerities in Califernia sre
worried and uncertain (and hence certainly less effective in whatever
they may be doing) st the popular demand for totel mass interment of all
Japanese on the basis of immate raclal disloyalty. For omce it starts
there is no telling vhere it will strike next| There can be no surer way
to disrupt our people.

Those who hold the gemeral views expressed above may, or may not,
velieve in the loyalty of a large percemtege of the Jepanese but there
are many Csuessien Americsns who do believe in it. They believe that
religious "conditioning” in Shinte Temples, the loyalty te Japan because
Japen, under her own laws, still considers them as Japanese subjects,
their "training” in Jepanese langusge schools, or even the fact that they
haven't always been treated viry well have been greatly over-valued as
against the factors that have tended to make them Americans.

They say thet the majority of young Nisei (like the majority of
young Amerieans]) claim only & nominal sllience with the church, That
though they may say they are Budhists that it is to be taken in the
same category as the Methodists or Comgregatiomal "religious preference”
registration of American college studemts. That while it is true that e

certein, perhaps & large, percentage of the Wisei have attended Japanese

language schools that they are also the products (all of them exeept ﬂng-tn) TF‘“A"”‘L

thousand s#se Kibei noted) of the California school system. And it
should be said that California schools have long taken all this new
educational philosophy-~training for citizenship and well adjusted socgal

living--with deadly seriousness, In this comnection
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(in the opinion of the propoments of this view) there is at leest some evidence
thet Japanese students have actually become good eitizemns, to be found in their
almost universal popularity with fellow students, and the high regerd in which
they are held by them. Those who believe that a large percentage of the Japan-
ese are loyal, scknowledge the charge that we have not alweys treated them in
a way to deserve loyalty, but point out that our way of life has given them
opportunities for a higher standard of livng and for self-fullfillment that
would have been impossible to them in Japean, The fact that they remained here
even under the legal (in the case of the Issei) and social restrictions which
we imposed upon them is offered as proof that our way of life had become their
ways

As a matter of fact, all of this argument both pro and con might well be
ruled out, for who can loock into a man's heart end read there his intentions?
Neither can you know those intemtions by what he sayses Which is vhy the writer
is.not including in this article any of the very beautifully expressed ereeds,
pledeges of loyalty, or statements issued by Nisei and their organization, the
Japanese American Citigens League, Neither should the faot that, to date,
there has been no serious act of Japanesé sabotage, be taken as evidence that
none is intended. It may only meen that "The Day" has not arrived.

But there is evidence of loyalty on the part of local Japanese that no
scoount of this subject could fail to memtion and remein impartial, The num-
bownol suicides among the Issei must be considered indication of the way in
which at least some of them feel. To date the writer has noted press accounts
of eight, of which the following mey be typical.

An elderly "enemy slien" heard the news of the Pearl Harbor attack on the
street, went back to his shebby room and killed himself. He left a note in whichk

he said that he had lost feee with all his American friends hon.m of the

terrible action of his countrymen and so could live mo longeri
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fnother bit of evidenee may be contained in the fact, =s stated in the
press, that the ratio of enlistments to draftees in the armed forces of the
United States is higher with the Japanese then with any other racial group.

It is evidence thet, egsin according to press stories, disloyal members
of the group, Issel, Msel or Kibei, are being turned over to the Authorities
by members of their own race, somotimes even by members of their own femilies.
1t should be borme in mind, in this comnection, that all Japenese so cooperat-
ing with the “Authority™ have thereby placed themselves at the hoed of the list
of those to be shot if the Japamese should win.

The "sll out™ actions (leaving the protestations out of it) of the Japen-
ese American Citizens League might also be conmsidered as evidence of loyalty.
For they have escted es the official end the unofficial “go-between"of the
mﬂty.uvdluthhnlmm.thwofm
dealings with the Jepensse residents. They have sided eivilian defense in
uunumm'-ﬂhnﬂulmndmmmtthqmmhmw
in which they possibly can to demonstrate thelr loyalty.

There are some sixty chapters of the League, and although most of them
mhﬂ!aﬁu“mhm&mmwhmumm
thers is any more them & negligable number of Jepanese.

The officers are outstending young American citizens of Japemese parent~
ege. The Executive Secretary of the orgemizetion, Mike issacks, was a profes-
nrdmathuﬂmdtydmm.ithm.hum
the outstending citizen of that state only last year. umnb.iho
Netionsl Presidont, is e Brilliant snd notably outstanding sttorney.
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For sll of these reasons them, many Californiems ere in eccord with the
Fodersl Government's rejection of the theory that immate racial disloyelty
of the Japanese, necessitstes different trentment then that accorded other
enemy elien raciels.

mmmqum:witngm-mmtnnwnm
heve forgotten that there are emy other eniemies then Japen. There are even
those who sey thet we never have kmown it ! Whereas, as far as the danger of

esplonege or sebotage is comcerned, spies or traitors of the other ememy

raciel groups might well be infinitely more dengerous, especially now after
Pearl Harbor has gub us on the slert for Jagemese fifth columists. It is
obvious that e Japenese, eiiher Issei or Hisei, wouldstend very little
mthodgntomopuwﬂmhm'th.dthﬁwonor
after the evacuation order. But Caucasians can SnOOp, and doubtless m
many of them are doing 1t. And Japanese goney can still pay the bills
whether 211 Japanese are in internment camps or in "protective custody
There is also the fact that the Issei (since 1870) gouldn't have be-
come citizans while either of the others could,

Besides these fundamental differences in kind between the Federal
action and the proposed mase internment of all Japanese, there are
also differences of degree. The Federal plan, to date at least, pro=-
soribes only certain areas - not the State as a whole. Unless
hysteria has been averted, however, there may be wholesale petition-
ing of the Attorney General $o be included in the proscrided areas
on the part of local chambers of commerce, civic leaders of officieals.
This may not mean any real distrust of Japamese slready in the

community who have demonstrated their loyalty and become 2 part of
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the group. For no California community feels anything but horror at the
poesibility of having large numbers of unlmown Japanese moved in on them
from the proscribed areas. This feeling it must be confessed, is very large-
ly shared by the local Japanese living in the communities concerned. But the
announcement has been made that additional areas will be added so that, even-
tually, most of the State will be included.

The Federal plan is one of "protective custody" rather than of internment,
which constitutes a second difference in degree. It is proposed that enemy
aliene be taken $o some "safe" place and put on productive work withthe dual

objective by earning their own living, and of aiding the national effort.

From both the speed and direection of events in California, it may shortly

be impossible for any Japanese to earn a living excent in tho protective cus-
togig of the Govermment. By the time this is printed ti may well be that the
Nisei will not only be "volunteering" but will actually be petitioning to be
permitted to live and earn a living in those “safe" places with their parents,
the Issei. Or, it may bde, that the President will declare the whole Pacifie
Coast a “combat zone", Einder the wide powers which such a Proclamation would
vest in the Army, the actions of any resident or citizen could be controlled,
including hie internment. The writer has the utmost confidence that if this
should bé done those charged with the exercise of those tremendous powers will
have the long time as well as the i:nediate good in mind, and hence will order
the control or custody solely on the basis of potential danger rather than on
the basis of economic, politiecal, orraetal background. It is not the way the
Government planned or wanted it. Heither, remembering all the factors that
went into the California citigzens' rebellion against that plan, can it be

said to be their fault. Least of all can it be sald to be the fault of those
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of the Japanese, both Issel and Nisel, Who are loyal. California Japanese

are on "a grot" as one of them sxpressed 1t $o0 the writer,

There 1s no doubt but that theirs is s tragic situatioh, but so are we
all - to a greater or lesser degree - so is everyone in the whole wide world,
in a tragic situation. And until the ruthless aggressors are definitely and
finally defeated so shall we all be., But it will be well for Californians to
remember that - once the great Job is dome - that we might well concera our-
selves in seeing that some of those prineiples of Justice, freedom and fair
play, which we will have helped to re-establish in the far-flung partes of
the globe, are also re-established in California.
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REPORT OF CONFERENCE AT
UNIVERSITY METHODIST CHURCH ON
DECEMBER 11, 1941.

This was & conference between representatives of varfious organizations con-
cerned with the plight of members of the Japanese race in{ Los Angeles «
-

as & result of the outbreak of hostilities between Uni ted ‘States—an p

meeting was presided over by Fred Fertig, Pastor of one of the churches in the
Japanese section of town. Among those present were Reverend Wendell Miller,
Reverend E. P. Ryland, Reverend Baxter (Negro Pastor), Representatives of the
International Institute and of various Japanese labor organizations and Gale See-
man of the University of Religious Conference.

The representative of the Retail Clerks' Union, Bob Sauto, reported that
there were 150 permanently unemployed, as a result of the closing of markets run
by citizens of Japan. Thrifty Marts were purchased by Fitzsimmons immediately,
and as a consequence, the employees of Thrifty Marts were retained. In many
places, the owners of the master lease in large markets insisted on the dismissal
of the Japanese-Americans who worked in the vegetable department, for fear that
the public would boycott any s tores employing such persons. In many places where
this was done, the public protested and business actually fell off, so that the
owners of the master lease found it necessary, for the protection of the trade of
a particular market to relieve vegetable depariments of the restriction against
the employment of members of the Japanese race. In one of the McDaniels Markets,
a Mr. Al Woling (?), claiming that pressure had been brought by the American
Legion, required the manager to dismiss Japanese-American employees. Because of
the shortage of union labor, it has not been possible to replace these dismissed
Japanese with Caucasian substitutes.

On the morning of December 11, the Federal Reserve Bank issued a ruling
requiring all transactions with nationals of Japan to be on a strictly cash basis,
and permitting the continued operation of food stores owned by nationals where ten
or less persons were employed to remain open. A11 other businesses owned by
nationals, where two or less were employed were not required to cease operationse

On Sunday, at one of the Roberts Markets, & number of hoodlums gathered
outside and delivered this ultimatum to the mamager: "Are you going to throw
out these Japs, or will we have to do it for you?" After consulting with the
boys, they were sent home for a week on full pay and told to return to be re-
employede The total unemployed in Santa Monica, as a result of this crisis, is
about 70, and in San Pedro, about 250. ;

A report from a representative of the Wholesale Market Workers (Horti=-
cultural Society) indicated that unemployment was the only problem, that 700 were
out of work, and that they were expected to be rehired on Sunday.

Mr. Fertig reported that only aliens are being locked up and only when some
particular fact in their past puts them in a suspicious position. Three quarters
of those arrested are war veterans of the Sino-Japanese War or the Russo=Japanese
War, and these men are between 60 and 80 years of age. One parishioner is 84
years of age. Togo Tanaka, Editor of one of the local Japanese papers, is being
held, Some of those arrested were members of a War Society of Japan and were
required to be members from the circumstance that they were in partnership with




businessmen in Japan, who are forced to join. Other leaders in the Japanese
colony were arrested for the reasons that they had entertained JT_?pose Army and
Navy officers when the latter visited Los Angeles in past years.

The Japanese citizens in "Little Tokyo" do not seem to feel much resent=
ment, their reaction being that had they been in Japean in similer circumstances
they would have been dealt with much less decently. One of the ministers present
reported that he got in touch with the Chaplain at the Federal Prison on Terminal
Island, who reported that the arrested men sent word that they have been better
treated in the hands of the authorities than they have been treated at home.

A representative of the Japanese Institute could not report definitely at
this early date on the effect of the crisis on house-workers and office-workerss
It was reported that Robinson's Department Store released all members of the
Japanese race employedthere. The first report made indicated that they were to
continue at full pay, pending the establishment of a policy by the company and
that their right to Christmas bonus would not be lost. However, later reports
received outside the conference seemed to indicate that all were fired and no
provision is being made for their financial welfare by the company.

Lieutenant Commander Kenneth Ringle, head of the 11th District Naval Intelli-
gence, has a Nisei girl working in his home and he announced on Monday night to
a meeting of Japanese-Americens that he will keep her as a symbol of his faith
in the loyalty of Nisel Japanese.

The Pastor of the Japanese Christian Church reported on the effect on
workers who are citizens of Japan. There are about 150 to 1€0 unemployed, as a
consequenceof the emergency. Apparently, the gardeners are perfectly safe, Only
one has reported any discrimination., He was told, on Monday morning, by the owner
of an estate who pays him $100,00 a month, that he was discharged. That night he
received a phone call from his former employer rehiring him. One Nisei gardener
has lost two or three places,

Finance.

The manager of the Security First National Bank, at 12th and Maple, reported
that on Monday next, money will be released under restrictions and on a license system
to Esel Japanese whose funds have been frozen. He also stated that the giving of
actual cash to Japanese citizens is contrary to the letter of the law., If aid is
to be given, it is safest to give actual food, housing, etec. A Nisei is not being
permitted to run the business owned by his parents, who are Esei.

HousinE.

Miss Sukao reports that there have been some evictions, but in most cases,
after an interview, it was found that the families evicted were not entirely with-
cut resources. Some lendlords have evicted their tenants, fearing perhaps that the
frozen fund situation will cause them to lose rent. Several hotels have been closed
and their closure is being determined in a peculiar manner, which indicates that
the F. B. I. may be working on a particular case. The circumstance is that those
hotels, the owners of which returned from Japan since June 16, 1940, are being
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l/%amﬁ were arrested for having made contributions to Japanese causes; for the
purchase of airplanes, etc.
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are being closed. The Pacific Hotel, New Palace Hotel and Eagle Hotel have already
been shut upe.

Gale Seeman reported on conditions in the schools, stating that on Monday
morning, the President of U. S. C., Dr. von Kleinschmidt, called an assembly during
which he pointed out that the position of the Esei and Nisei Japanese on the campus
was a very tragic one, and that the student body should show the utmost courtesy
and sympathy for them. One of those present had attended a conference with
Vierling Kersey, Superintendent of Schools. A special Principals' Meeting has been
called, and in all the schools, assemblies have been called at which exhortations
to the tolerance of students have been made. The teachers are asked to exercise
special vigilance to preserve normal relations between the students. Mr., Kersey
has a day to day attendance check on all students of the Japanese race in los
Angeles. He reported that there have been two absences and in the case of an
absence, the principal of the school is sent to the home of the absent student to
confer with the parents and urge them to send their children to school as usual,
Most of the rumors of violence against Jepanese students by non-Jepanese students
are unfounded, according to Kersey. However, Fred Fertig reported that a Japanese
girl, a member of his church, was stoned and the school bus was attacked with stones
and apples, It was reported that the reaction in most of the schools has been
sympathetics The non-Japanese students expressed considerable interest in the re-
action of the Japamnese students to recent events. There are rumors that Negro
students have been particularly vicious toward the Japanese. Reverend Baxter could
not confirm any of these rumors, but declared he would check on them. The twelve
Esei exchange students at U. 8. C. are in a desperate condition. If they work,
they violate the terms of their student residence here, their funds have been frozen
and they may soon be without food, clothing, or housing (subsequent reports indicate
that their needs have been attended to).

The papers have been very faircl/' Mayor Bowron and District Attorney
Dockweiler have gone out of their way to cooperate. The church federation has
formed a "Church Emergency Defense Committee™ and various activities already in
progress were reported by which needy families are being provided for and prepara-
tions are being made for possible more serious developments.

A subsequent conference in the office of John L. Mixon, Director of the
Church Emergency Defense Committee, was held on December 12, Mr. Mixon suggested
that the Civilian Defense Council will eventually be the superintending coordinating
groupe It was recommended that all funds be given directly to the Church Emergency
Defense Committee, which will turn them over to the International Institute. Each
church, or other organization, should do as much as it possibly can and then refer
all needs to the International Institute. F. D. R. Moote has been consulted on the
legal aspects of the situation and he told Mr. Mixon that no law restricts the
employment of Japanese for personal services and that they may continue to act as
house-keepers and gardeners, etc. Church services and church bulletins may continue
in the Japanese langusge, but to preserve comfortable relations with the F. B. I,
it is considered advisable to have English trenslations available on request., The
sheriff, the Chief of Police and the F. B. 5 have also indicated to George Gleason
that meetings may be continued in Japanese There has been recommended that a
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&/bme exception was a careless statement by Armsworth of the Times on Thursday.

E/Ehe authority on this from the F. B. I, asks that it remain strictly
confidential,
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police pass be issued to all Japanese Pastors who are engaged in visiting their
parishionerse.

All job placement will be handled temporarily through the Church Emergency
Defense Committee office until such time as machinery has been set up elsewhere,

On behalf of the Americen Civil Liberties Union, I offered such legal assis-
tance as we are able to provide in all cases where civil rights are involved.

(Signed) Frank J. Barry, Jr.
Americen Civil Liberties Union




