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This farm paper, with a/circulation of 65,000 is likewise

an independent, general farm paper, but has ;;; shown less

editorial concern with the problem of the Japmnese farmer

_ than has the Pacific Tural Press, The first mention of the
situation anpears on December 27 with the gnnouncement that
everyone dealing with Tapanese-Americans we= urgzed to give
them every'i;;r;;ce“ragenant to return to nofmal operation
of the agriculturel business. In this same issue is a story
dealing with the effect of war off produce markets in New York
and the steps taken by wholesale houses selling for Japanese
firms feEmesBgglsin handling E rayments to their clients.

There is no further mention of the Japanese until February

7 when a small item eppears quoting Tom C. Clark, alien defense
co-ordinator for the West, to the effect that every considera-
tion will be given the GVacueés. On February 21 there is &
warning to ocean’%§§§§§éen to provide themselves with proner
jdentification agd proof of citizenship.

An article in the March 21 issue explains the wartime farm
ad justment prosram to assure continued production on Jepanese
ggricultural lands. A similar, but more detailed article
apnears on April 4 under the same headline,"Alien Property

3

Ad justment."” March 21 also reported crop conditions in the’
sonth with particular mention of the dmx planting of truek
erops in coastal areas being below normel because of &as

o Tl ' poaad”
unqertainn3-5¥¥*¥a'of the Japanese farmers.

Nothinsz further on the subject appeared until May 2.

At the end of a short artifle on increased production in
northern counties was the firgt mention of the labor.shortage.
Another news item announces the recommendetion of the California
war board to import Méxican farm labor. A longer news story
deals with the reduction of truck crop acreage as a result

of Japanese- evacuation.

Cn May 16 considerable space is given to the probgems
which the new trucl cecrop growers have encountered in taking
over Japanese lands, since a great number of them lackggl
eéxperience Iin more than a single phase of vecetable ~rpnins.
*eetings were to be scheduled to discuss the problems of
growing, marketing, and harvesting, and farm experfs listed
essent’al methods for the production of quality vegetables.
A short item points out the challenge to American farmers in
taking over the evacuated farms, which amount to 30% of all
truck ferms on the West Coast.

The labor protlem, gs seen by Yolo County farmers, is

discussed in ﬁhe issue of May 16.




The final article on the Jepanese problem during this
successful
period esppeared on May 30. It was a full aceount of the [/

experience of a Charlie Black, former salesman of insectides
and fertilizers, in taking over 77 acres of Jaranese lands

with which he had become familiar previously. The account is

allowed to stand by itself with no editorial comment.




PACIFIC RURAL PRESS

This oldest of the/%arm papers, with a—gm¥dxcircuddtion of
a  wm e
more than 85,009,ﬂaéee?éheegvéggﬁggaﬁngE; farm population u~tLg9ba1

with any organiza-

tion, it nevertheless is probably retty well in

44&53&0‘

harmony with the poliecies of theA

and is undoubtedly in favor of e elininati&ggﬁ Japanese

from California agriculture. ,,- " -
»K;Anaumiucrsuwut fgqutﬂzaz )
o irst m after feerl-HoepheR —theb—af-DEremer
M
&= is an on the relation of the farmer to 2

war - ihat hew%ll roduce more with less labor and restricted
machinery.qﬁin fize next issue, December 27, is the first dis-
cussion'of the Japanese problem, which is continued from one
angle or enother through February 21. ﬁln a signed article,
@ D. M. Rutherford advocates a sirong policy in the handling
of both alien and American-horn Japenese. He sug-ests a
thorough-going investigation into all leases and purchases
#inder the Alien Land law, the blacing of all enemy alien
oroperty under Pederal custodianship, and a strict licensingr,
of all their business dealings. iﬂfThiAa-- ssue t:;ggntion
of the possible serious shortage of labor because of the
Jap=nese ;;;Sii;:int There is also.a fggumg of.current
restrietions on treding with aTiensl in "Market Mews 2
comment™ as well as:; brief news item. %n a news artigle on
tomato canning prospects for 1942 is the remark that the
"government would not be very bright if it put Jan national
farmers in concentration camps so long as they would work)to grow
tomatbes end other needed crops.” In this same article there
ia some indication that canners were symprthetié toward American-
born Japanese.
9¥(H13hnusry 10 another signed article by Rutherford dealt
at great length with the powerful Japanese associations, their
questionable activities} and their hold on‘; even the
American-born Japanese whose 1oyalty to the United States mighd
otherwise be completely ggg;i%é&iear There 1s also the impli-
cation that certain individual or corporate interests "are
shielding alien Japanese interestis éﬁd putting pressuee in the
rizht political s;otq,* with 2 resulting dangerous relaxation
of restricftions on Japanese activities, In the same issue
am a story signed by Wheaton H, Brewgr points out that by
allowing foreign languege press and radio brosdeasts we have
discouraged the Americaniéation of our foreign populations,
and a stop should be ﬁut to this policy at once. On January 10
there is also a review of the California Alien Land Law. L**ﬁ%ﬂ
On Jenuery 24 is the first indication that a programh;;:f% Tt

ecrystallizing, with the report of a survey made by ths Cali-

fornia Defense Council and the Palifornia Farm Bureau Federation,

and‘iii-}our specific recommendations for solution of the
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and the second a report mmxthe that kwmmxihirdsx deals had been

completed for two-thirds of the Japanese farmers.




Jepanese farmer problem.

Agein on February 7 Rutherford devotes considerable space
to 'a heated plea for & deéfinite Japanese policy which will
provide protection for everyone. A brief story pefers to a
statement of the Washington Merry-Co-Round that more respect
was being shown for eivil liberties than for national seagfety.
The final discussion of this problem for the[ngiod covered
appears on February 21 when § Rutherford takes issue with Tl 2
rumor that California is "utterly, completely, and abjectly
dependent upon the produce of Jap farmers."” He quotes percen-
tages on production of wvarious crops to show thet Japanese

can be eliminasted from Celifornia agriculture withomt serious

hardship.

The first full consideration of the prospective labor
shortage appears on February 21 with a review of the reasons
for the nation-wide as well as state Bhortage of labor. The

a

suggzestion ‘that labor be imported (Negro or Mexican) is
w The need is to oirganize home labor - "white,
patriotic labor,™ and it is a metter for community committees
to solve. "Vietory vacations™ are suggested és one solution.
The "Victory vacation" idea is further developed on arch 2
with a story of the efforts of the YMCA to orgzanize youth for
hnarvesting., On March 21, John E, Pickett reviews all the
possibilities for meeting the labor shortage. A brief news
story deals with the probable use of California high schools
as harvest cenﬁers, and Dr. J. M. Tinley advocates the use
of city workérs on vacations and the advantages for both the
farmers and the vacationists.

On the cover of the April 4 issuéﬁaﬁ:fglgﬁgtograph of
Jepanese laborers in the carrot fields. Editorial comment
presented the challangé to the white racew_l-iterally to
"gtoop to conquer." "The Japs don't mind stooping to put their
hends in the good earth...fow that we are moving out the Japanese,
gs we should have done long ago, the challenge is to the white
men." Concern with the labor problem continues in news items
on a farm labor conference, student help in Sen Jose Valley, and
a local labor plan for Tehama County. Rutherford again declares
that Japanese are not essential, this time in regard to the
evacuation of chick segregators and the resulting izxmn tempowary
inconvenience to poultrymen.

‘nly Pwo small news items aEaxkxxxomky in the April 18 issue

are concerned with the labor problem, but on May 2 the subjeqt

is again spotlighted, with particuler emphasis on wikk an

gpparent clash between farmers and gzovernment agencies mwxkhka

as to the urgency of the labor need, farmers scoffing at

zovernment reports that no shortage is apparent at present.;
lsz? subject of trans@er of Japanese lands wmx under

L] ]
supervision of the FSA was mentioned on March 21 and again

on Mey 2. The first was an announcement of the pro@edure




