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METROPOLITAN CALIFORNIA NE"SP¿PEPS 

The news sections of five large California newspapers, the Los Angeles 

Times, the Los Angeles Examiner, the San Franoisoo Examiner, the San Fran-

cisco Chronicle, and the Sacramento Bee_, were analyzed for the period from 

December 8, 1941 through March 19, 1942. These papers were chosen because 

of their large circulation and influence. The two San Franoisoo newspapers 

are the largest in that city. In Los Angeles, the daily circulation of 

the Los Angeles Herald-Express exceeds that of the Times or the Examiner. 

The Sunday circulation, however, of both the Times and the Examiner greatly 

exceeds the daily circulation of the Heraid-Express. In Los Angeles and 

San Franoisoo a Hearst owned paper and a locally owned paper were used. 

The Sacramento Bee was included because of the long-standing anti-Japanese 

attitude of its owners, the MoClatohy family. 

The purpose of the survey was to discover the amount and type of 

news concerning Japanese on the West Coast which was carried by these 

large dailies. News of Japanese was divided into four oategoriewt 

Category I dealt with government orders and compliance with those 

orders, e.g., the freezing of bank deposits of Jap-

anese aliens. 

Category II dealt with news which showed Japanese in a favorable 

light or urged fair treatment of them, e.g., loyalty 

pledges of the JACL. 

Category III included stories which showed Japanese in an unfavor-

able light, repeated rumors of fifth column activity, 

or urged evacuation. 

Category IV included a small number of miscellaneous items, largely 

human interest stories, e.g., fires in Japanese owned 

buildings, suicides, the effect of Japanese evacuation 

on school enrollments. 
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The space given to eaoh news story on the front and inner pages was 

measured in picas. As the five newspapers analyzed devoted different 

amounts of total space to news, their total news space was measured for 

the two week periods of December 15-21, 1941 and February 2-8, 1942 and 

compensation was made in the amount of spaoe which they devoted to Jap-

anese news in accordance with the variations in total amount of news 

carried. Tte amount of Japanese news carried in the five papers for 

these two weeks is therefore directly c o m p a r a b l e ( w ^ - s a i l ^ v-«*^. 

As in the editorials and letters to the editor described previously, 

these five metropolitan newspapers showed much interest in the California 

Japanese during the first five days of the war. Then followed a period 

from Deoember 13, 1941 to January 22, 1942 when very little Japanese news 

was carried. A peak was reach in the period February 6-10 and another, 

caused primarily by government orders, came in March. (See Chart No. ) 

A comparison of news favorable and unfavorable to the Japanese shows 

the high point of the favorable news being reached in the first five 

days of the war. That high point, however, was very low, 1774 picas out 

of a total of 8,432. The unfavorable news for that period reached 4,287 

pioas. At only two of the five day periods, Deoember 13-17 and January 

7-11, did the favorable news exceed the unfavorable. The excess of 

favorable over unfavorable was in both oases extremely small. The un-

favorable news in the first five days was higher than at any time until 

February 6-10 due to the large number of arrests made at the outbreak of 

the war. From December 12 through January 21, the III news was negligible. 

It then increased tremendously, reaching a peak of almost fiSfifi 5600 pioaa 

February 6-10 and of almost' 5900 pioas February 26-Maroh 2. These stories 

consisted of FBI raids. Congressional demands for evacuation, statements 

of local offioials urging evacuation. (See Chart No. ) 4- & c M - w - c w i U 
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The percentage of front page Japanese news whioh was III is shown on 

Chart No. . Only four II stories were given front page spaoe—two in 

the Los Angeles Exa iner and two in the Los Angeles Times. Tolan Com-

mittee witnesses who opposed evacuation accounted for one II story in 

both the Times and the Examiner. The other Times story dealt with op-

position of the ACLU to the discharge of Japanese-Americans in the civil 

service. The second Examiner story dealt with Japanese participation in 

that newspaper's "Buy a Bomber" campaign. For all the newspapers com-

bined, 15% of III news was on the front page and 2% of II news. 

The first page spaoe devoted to the Russian front was also measured*' 

and compared with first pa<$e spaoe devoted to Japanese residents of the 

West Coast. (More to come) 

Comparing the amount of Japanese news carried in the five papers 

for the weeks of December 15-21 and February 2-8, the weeks for whioh 

direct comparisons oan be made, it was found that the 

Los Angeles Times oa-ried 5389 picas 

Los Angeles Examiner " 4661 " 

San Francisco Examiner M 2434 n 

Sacramento Bee n 1948 " 

San Francisco Chronicle " 1155 n 

For these same weeks, the front page spaoe devoted to the Japanese 

was i 
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Los Angeles Times 1785 pioas 

Los Angeles Examiner 422 picas 

San Francisco Examiner 535 pioas 

Sacramento Bee 168 pioas 

San Francisco ^hroniole 186 pioas 

(See Chart No. ) 

There was great variation in the amouht of front page spaoe devoted 

to the Japanese throughout the entire period of December 8, 1941 through 

March 19, 1942. This spaoe varied as follows« 

Los Angeles Times 5007 pioas 

Los Angeles Examiner 2647 picas 

San Francisco Examiner 2604 pioas 

San Francisco chroniole 1976 pioas 

Sacramento Bee 1439 pioas 

(See Chart No. ) 

All papers devoted similar percentages of their total Japanese news 

to III. Of the total Japanese news oarried by the Los Angeles Times, 55$ 

was III| of the Sacramento Bee's total Japanese spaoe, 54$ was III. The 

Los -Angeles Examiner and the san Francisco Examiner both devoted 53$ of 

their total Japanese spaoe to III; and the San Francisco Chroniole devoted 

52$. Considerable variation was found in the $ of front page Japanese 

news devoted to III. This peroentage varied from 74$ for the Sacramento 

Bee to 39$ for the Los Angeles Examiner. The San Francisco Examiner gave 

62$ of its front page Japanese news to III, the San Francisco Chroniole 

56$, and the Los ^hgeles '̂ irnes 56$. (See chart No. ) 
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In addition to differences in the amount of news devoted to the 

Japanese and the placement of that news, the five newspapers varied con-VvJ >OJLOĴ*_> "tb J tivNM- • 

siderably in the handling of news. Placement of the news» wording of 

headlines, editorializing in the news, the spread of fifth column fears 

and rumors all influenoe newspaper readers in coming: to conclusions on 

controversial issues. All were used by these newspapers in reporting 

items on the West ^oast Japanese. 

News favorable to the Japanese was placed next to news showing 

Japanese in an unfavorable light. The Sacramento Bee on 12/8 ran a 
story and a picture of a Japanese-American girl leading an audience in 

the singing of the Star Spangled Banners the next column was a picture 

of an arrested Japanese. The Los Angeles Times on 12/l2 ran a small 

story headlined "Japanese Students Pledge Loyalty" and plaoed it directly 

under a larger story on a Japanese being chased in a blackout and subse-

quently arrested. The Los Angeles Examiner on 2/20 ran a four column head 

line "Long Beach Revokes Jap Market Men's Permits; Suspeoted Sabotage of 

Sheriff's Radio Station Reported"., Under this was a picture of Nisei 

signing a pledge of loyalty to the United States. 

Headlines concerning activity of the Japanese enemy were frequently 

placed next to headlines about enemy aliens of Japanese-Americans An the 

West Coast. The Los ^gelew Times, for example, on January 30 carried a 
banner headline which read: "Sub Fought Off Redondo". The subhead wast 
" Axis Aliens Ordered Out of Vital Distriot Here". 
"«pe«4yxifax±Kgxttfoa&tpaxSxg»i". The following day its banner wasi "Japs 

Smash Closer to singapore" and the subheads "Speedy Moving of Japs Urged" 

The San Franoidoo Examiner on l/30 had the following four column headline» 

RAID EH NEAR m i Tt AXIS ALIENS ORDERED TU MC/VK PROM . 
EIER--AREAS 

Enbaroadere Dia^Hbet 



Newsp 

FLYERS ATTACK HAIDER TIE AR PORTj A7X8 ALIENS ORDERED TO I'OVE 

FROM S. F. PIER AREAS 

Embaroadero Dis-
trict to be 
Cleared by U.S. 

150,000 Jap» Sail for Drive on Java Gunfire off 
Pt. Vincente 
Heard on 
Shore 

The Los Angeles Examiner on the same date ran an 8 column, 28 pica deep 

banner headline« 

U. S. WILL OUST JAPANESE HERE 

All Enemy Aliens Ordered Out of War 
Zone bv Feb. 24 

The main headline says only Japanese! the subhead says "enemy aliens". 

A map of the area affected covered part of columns 6 and 7. All of 

oolumn 5 and part of column 6, the shaded areas, dealt not with the 

story of either the banner headline or of the 4 oolumn subhead, but 

dealt with the submarines active off the Southern California coast. 

The outstanding example of this connection of the Japanese enemy 

with Japanese residents occurred after the shelling of the California 

coast on February 24. The Los ^ e l e s Times on February 25 had a 

front page story with the headline t "Immediate Evacuation of Japanese 

Demanded—Southern californians Call for Summary Action by Army After 

Submarine Attack". The story implied that the submarine reoeived sig-

nals from shore. The san Franoisco Examiner story quoted Rep. Leland 

Ford as saying that California Japanese had signalled to the submarine. 
S 

Rep. Nankin addedt "They are doing the same thing in Hawaii—signal ljmg 
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to their ships from the mountain tops". The San Franoisoo Chroniole had 

this front page headline on 2/25t "»Put Japs in Camps I * Cry Congressmen". 

On the twenth-sixth, the Chroniole reportedi "All day yesterday, Gov. 

Olson's office was flooded with telegrams virtually screaming for evacua-

tion or internment of every Jap in California". The Los ¿ngeles Examiner's 

front page headline readt "Hunt on for °pies Aidin? Nippon Sub—Coast 

Sooured for Raiding Subj Shelling Spurs Drive on Aliens". The story was 

almost entirely concerned with the location of the shelling and the 

v w damage done. Reports of flashing lights were included. The Sacramento 

Be© did not connect the shelling with California's Japanese problem. 

Stories without any reference to Japanese residents were sometimes 

oapped by headlines concerning Japanese. 2he Sacramento Bee, for example, 

on December 8 had a headlines "Canada Declares Warj Rounds up Japanese". 

No mention was made in the accompanying story of Canadian Japanese. The 

same day the San Francisco Examiner headlined a storyt "S.F. Rounds up 

Japsj Swings to Defense". The story dealt with the cancelling of ser-

vice men's leaves, the putting into operation of the Aircraft 7Jarning 

Service, and similar activities. The Los ^geles Examiner on 12/20 head-

lined a story concerning government regulations» "Emmons Opens Hawaii 

5th. Column Fight". Frequently headlines referred to Japanese seised 

by the FBIj the story included also Germans and Italians. (S. F . Examiner, 

2/18, Los Angeles Exainer, l/30) The Sacramento Bee frequently ran a 

headline over several columns which dealt with such news as the seieure 

of guns in a Japanese alien home. Only one oolumn under the headline 

concerned that story. (Sacramento Bee_, 12/ll, 12/18) This was frequent 

enough to appear to be a policy of the Bee. 

Japanese-Americans were often bracketed with aliens by the newspapers. 

The San Franoisoo Chronicle on 2/24,2/26/and 2/27 referred to aliens in 

if 7 
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their headlines but the stories referred to all Japanese• The Los 

Angeles Examiner on S/Vt had this headline« "200,000 Foe Aliens Will 

Be Evacuated"« 

The papers frequently editorialized in their news columns, For , 

example, the San Franoisoo ^hroniole on 2/26 said, as noted above, that 

Gov. Olson's office was flooded with telegrams from people "screaming" 

for evacuation or intern ent of all Japanese. On March 6 this paper 

in a predominantly I article on the proposed Owens Valley relocation site 

said i "Several citizens claimed the Japanese oouldn't leave fast enough 

to satisfy them". A story in the Chronicle on that same date about the 

food situation was headlined« "Italians Have Given Us Vegetables; Japs 

Mostly Raspberries (and Such)". A story in the San Francisco Examiner 

about the seizure of munitions near Fresno included the following» "What 

local authorities regard as indisputable evidence of organized fifth 

oolumn activity was uncovered in three San Joaquin Valley oounties today, 

as public feeling against Japanese continued to rise." This same paper 

on 3/15 said that California Japanese had contributed to Japanese war 

funds and concludedt "The Japanese war machine...** might with a fair 

degree of accuracy bear the label «Made in .California»". The Los Angeles 

Examiner in an opening paragraph of a page 1 story on l/28 saidt "Los 

Angeles officials and citizens, confronted with the footloose presence 

here of 33,000 Japanese, moved yesterday to establish a control program 

to satisfy swelling public demand...". On 2/3, the Examiner stated that 

the NSGVT were urging the removal of all Japanese aliens and "sooalled 

citizens". 

Fifth oolumn fears and rumors were spread by these newspapers. Ah« 

handling of the Dies report varied considerably, but all papers gave it 

a large amount of space. The Los \geles ^lmes on 2/28 had a banner 
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headline on page 1, devoted 2 oblumns on p. 1 and the entire news part of 

page 6 to the L'ies report, a total of 765 picas. The front page headline 

said» "Children Bound to Nippon soil". The jump page headline read« 

"Pacific Coast Jap Spying Exposedj Dire Peril Told in Dies Report". The 

Los ^ngeles Examiner gave it 420 picas on an inside page. The San Fran-

cisco Examiner gave it both front and inside page space with the headline« 

"Vast Espionage Network in State Bared". The entire space given to it was 

226 picas. The San Francisoo ^hroniole gave it 389 picas of front and 

inside page space and headlined» "The ^ies Report—Enemy Maps of the 

Vital Defense Areas are pound—Entire co st is Imperiled". The Sacramento 

Bee also gave it front and inside page space, 196 picas, and headlined» 

"Dies Report Reveals Years of Japanese Espionage in State". 

The Los Angeles Examiner on 12/ll carried three separate stories on 

three different pages about blinking lights seen, fires in the form of a 

huge arrow which pointed at Seattle, and armed Japanese guerillas in Lower 

California who were ready to spring into action at the opportune moment. 

The Examiner also prominently displayed an article and pioture concerning 

ground glass allegedly discovered in shrimp paoked in Japan. (Not included 

in quantatafeive and probably shouldn't be here.) On l/Z2 this paper pub-

lished tales told by a Mrs. G. Quick, wife of a naval officer, whioh 

purportedly proved that the Japanese population of Hawaii had advance 

knowledge of the Pearl %rbor Attack. We have noted above how the San 
Examiner 

Francisoo gkxagjgia »Dc£^fe2xfmk5tlxiwi quoted Rep. Ranking to the effect 

that Japanese residents of ^awaii were climbing mountains and signalling 

to the Japanese ships. The San Francisco Chronicle on 2/22 published an 

imaginative drawing of an obviously Japanese gentleman signalling and of 

automobiles blocking roads. Beneath the drawing was printed» "Signalling 

the enemy and blocking roads are two activities whioh are always a danger. 

And they have happened—in Hawaii and Malaya for example." 
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CALIFORNIA m FSPAPERS 

Pre-Evacuation Editorials and Letters / 

Editorials and letters to the editor in 112 California newspapers pere 
o-f PMLJC^ M^v cLoJUw; ^ kj^lslJUUi^ — - ^cxJtJUx^. 

stuaied for®tJe period from December 8, 1941 through March 19, 1942.A 71 of 

these papers contained one or more editorials or letters dealing with the 

Japanese in California. 69 papers carried editorials, but only 20 carried 

letters to the editor. 41 papers, only 5 of them dailies, contained neither 
editorials nor letters on this subject. 

He spapers are published in all but one, Alpine, of California's 58 

counties. Of the 57 counties in which newspapers are published, a paper 

was read from every county except lariposa and Trinity. In all except the 

following counties, the newspaper of"largest circulation was included among 

those read: Imperial Napa, Orange?*San Bernardino, San Luis Obispo, and 

Siskiyou. The accompanying map shows the distribution of the papers read. 

(Note on N.-S. distribution: 

A list of the newspapers is appended to this report. 

Editorials and letters wer* classified as + or - . A +-editorial or 

letter was one which commented favorably on the Japanese in California, urged 

tolerance in dealing with them, or opposed evacuation. A - editorial or letter 

was one which made unfavorable comments on California Japanese or urged evacuation. 

Editorial columnists, such as Chester -owell in the San Francisco Chronicle 

or syndicated columnists such as Henry McLemore were not included. Letters 

from Japanese V̂ere n<£ included. A total of 293 editorials and 266 letters were 

classified. 
Very few significant differences were found in comparing Northern and 
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Southern California newspapers. 'J-'he only important difference w«s found in the 

percentage of papers which published a large number of — editorials. In 

Northern California only Z% of the papers read published 7 or more — editorials, 

while in °outhern California 14$ published 7 or more —editorials. (See chart) 1 

There were, however, important differences in the attitudes of papers 

published in localities where there were few Japanese as compared to lo -alities 

where there were many Japanese, tt of California's counties contained fewer 

than 10 Japanese in 1940. One of these publishes no newspaper and newspapers 
1 

were not available in two of the others. In the 1)6 counties with 10 or less 

Japanese for which papers were available (Amador, Calaveras,AE1 Dorado, Glenn, 

Humboldt, Inyo, Lake, Lassen, Modoc, Mono, Nevada, Plumas, Shasta, Sierra, 

Siskiyou, -L'uolumne), 20 newspapers were examined. Of these papers, 8 ran 

1 or more editorials. These 8 papers ran 16 editorials, 4 -f~ and 12 — . 
-h"1 papers ran no editorials. There WE* xvas thus a total of editorials per 

paper and .6 —editorials per payrer^ in thp-̂ p. papers in localities with few 

Japanese residents. In the -W" counties with the heaviest Japanese population, 
IOOO 41 

or more, 44 papers were examined. (Alameda, Fresno, Imperial, Los ^ngeles, 

Monterey, Orange, Placer, Sacramento, San Diego, San Francisco, San Joaquin, 

San ̂ -ateo, Santa Barbara, Santa Clara, Santa Cruz, Tulare^) Of these papers, 
. U • . ran 1 or more editorials. These papers ran a total of î rg editorials, w 

r 4 
and 94 — . There was thus a total of 3 editorials per paper and 2.1 —• 

editorials per paper. TO of the papers in the counties of heaviest Japanese 

population ran editorials as compared to 49% of the oapers in the counties of 

lightest Japanese population. 5$ £ of the editorials published in papers from 

counties with large numbers of Japanese were — as compared to 75% from 

counties with a small number of Japanese residents. 
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DEMANDS FOP. EVACUATION 

News items concerning demands for evacuation were analyzed for each 

newspaper• A demand for evacuation is a story concerning action urging 

evacuation which wax taken by a private or public organization, e.g., the 

Oxnard -American Legion or the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors, 

A story quoting a private or public individual who urged evacuation, e.g., 

Mr. A. C. Eubel of the Union Oil Gompany or Mayor Bowron of Los Angeles, was 

also included. Protests against Japanese moving into Area #2 were not inoluded; 

but stories between March 2 and March 19 which urged greater speed in 

evacuation were included. 

The first demand for evacuation appeared one month and three days a^ter 

Pearl Harbor. On January 10, the S. F. Chronicle carried a 14 pica story on 

an inner page which reported a talk before the Long Beach Realty Board by 

Philip Norton, former president of the Los Angeles Rea% Board. Mr. Norton 

suggested that the Japanese be moved inland where they could raise food for 

the Army. No other paper carried thiw story. Between January 10 and January a®, 

there were no newspaper stories which urged evacuation. Beginning with the 

five day period January 22-26, there were demands for evacuation in every five 

day period up to March 19. The accompanying graphs show the variations in 

number of demands and amount of space devoted to demands for all the papers 

combined for the period between January 10 and March 19. 

For the entire period of January 10 thru March 19, The Los Angeles 

Times published 42 demands,/ythe Sacramento Bee 25, the S. F. Examiner 14, 

and the S. F. Chronicle 15. Expressed as a percentage of the total Japanese 

news carried during that period the demands for evacuation in theJ^jes facJL^ 
iut~a. — ^ *f 

accounted for 24# of the total space devoted to Japanese news.A 11% of to ^ c u j ^ ^ 

the Bee's Japanese space, 11% of the Examiner's Japanese space, and 9 ^ of 

the Chronicle's Japanese space,» was given over to demands. 
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This is pictured on the accompanying graph. 

There is an increase in the number of demands beginning with the 

last period in January and continuing thru the first 10 days of February. 

These demands for evacuation came from such sources as the Los Angeles 

County Board of Supervisors, the Ventura county Board of Supervisors, 

The California District Attorneys and Sheriffs, the Los Angeles county 

Defense council, the Los Angeles County Grand Jury, and the California 

American Legion. Mayor Bowron of Los Angeles made repeated radio addresses 

urging evacuation. Congressman Dies announced that his committee would • 

recommend evacuation. Congressman Ford was the spokesman for the west 

coast congressmen who favored evacuation. During t h e period from 
til/ -¿.ft. 3- -ĵ-J ju^O . t, tl* 

January 27 thru February lÔ fcfee Los Angeles Times' carried 19 demands 
for eTnnnntlow V* ^acramento Bee»s 8, the s. P. Examiner's 7, and 

the S# Chronicle's 3. A second peak in demands came after the transfer 

of control to the Army on February 19. Between February 21 and March 2, 
tL/ ¿> ft C ^ v - w ^ c.o^k^W-' j s r 

the Times carried 8, the Bee 9, the^Examiner 2 and the Chronicle 4 demands. 

These included resolutions urging evacuation which were passed by California 

counties, further congressional demands, reports of pro-evacuation Tolan 

Committee witnesses, and demands from individuals such as the Mayor of 

Portland, Congressmen Dies and ^lliott, and Assemblyman Garland. 

The first demand to appear in more than one l.P1. J \ 
Leland Ford's plea for internment of all Japanese. This story w m ** 

. p OJliL 
carried by the Times and the *. Examiner on January 22. So** papers 

placed the story on inner pages; the T W s on page A, the Bxaminer on 

page B.a The Times gave it 44 picas, the'Examiner 28. In the Times 

story the phrase "concentration camp" was used. Rep. Ford was reported 

as using the argument that the Japanese, if loyal, should be willing to 

leave the coast. 
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All papers carried the story of the action of the Los Angeles C0Unty 

Board of Supervisors on January 27 at which time they recommended the re-
o p 

moval of all Japanese from the coastal areas. The Times and the . - . 

Examiner feave this front page space; the Chronicle put it on page 5, 
lb. << ft JuJoua-- Jr M & y. ̂ ^ ^ 
while the Bee buried it on page 15.A The space devoted to it varied from 

OU, O W ^ w 

399 picas in the Times to 19 picas in the Bee. The Times article asserted 

that the Roberts report had shown that the Pearl Harbor disaster had 

been "facilitated by widespread espionage and fifth column work by Jap-

anese residents of the Territory". 
Congressman Dies on February 9 gave newspapers a story to the effect 

that his Committee would urge that all Japanese be moved 500 miles inland. 
4-tJju ¿. C. 

This story appeared only in the Times and the Bee. The Tinies gave it 98 

•fcU 

picas, the Bee 24y tk^ ^ 



DEMANDS FOR EVACUATION 

News items concerning demands for evacuation were analysed for eaoh 

newspaper. A demand for evacuation is a story concerning action urging 

evacuation which was taken by a private or public organization, e.g., the 

Oxnard W i o a n ^gion or the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors. 

A story quoting a private or public indivioual who urged evacuation, e.g., 

Mr. A. C. Rubel of the Union Oil uompany or Mayor Bowron of los Angeles, was 

also included. Protests against Japanese moving into Area #2 were not included} 

but stories between March 2 and March 19 which urged greater speed in 

evacuation were included. 
The first demand for evacuation appeared one month and three days after 

Pearl Harbor. On January 10, the S. F. Chronicle carried a 14 pica story on 

an inner page which reported a talk before the Long Beach Realty Board by 

Philip Norton, former president of the Los Angeles Reaty Board. Mr. Norton 

suggested that the Japanese be moved inland where they oould raise food for 

the Army. No other paper carried thiw story. Between January 10 and January 

there were no newspaper stories which urged evacuation. Beginning with the 

five day period January 22-26, there were demands for evacuation in every five 

day period up to Maroh 19. The accompanying graphs show the variations in 

number of demands and amount of space devoted to demands for all the papers 

combined for the period between January 10 and March 19. 

For the entire period of January 10 thru March 19, The Los Angeles 
tJU t^^r^J 

Times published 42 demands,Athe Sacramento Bee 25, the S. .. Examiner 14, 

and the S. F. Chronicle 15. Expressed as a percentage of the total Japanese 

news carried during that period the demands for evacuation in the Times ^ ^ 

accounted for 24$ of the total spabe devoted to Japanese news.A 11 oi aa 

the Bee»s Japanese space, 11% of the Examiner*s Japanese space, and 9 o f 

the Chronicle's Japanese space, was given over to demands. 

¿l-o 



This is piotured on the accompanying graph. 

There is an increase in the number of demands beginning with the 

last period in January and continuing thru the first 10 days of February. 

These demands for evacuation came from such sources as the Los Angeles 

County Board of Supervisors, the Ventura Gounty Board of Supervisors, 

The California District Attorneys and Sheriffs» the Los Angeles County 

Defense council, the Los ^ngeles County Grand Jury, and the California 

American legion. Mayor Bowron of Los Angeles made repeated radio addresses 

urging evacuation. Congressman Dies announced that his committee would 

reoormend evacution. Congressman Ford was the spokesman for the west 

ooast congressmen who favored evacuation, Pui^ng the period from 
<1**X ft- J^^U. to "tJU, 

January 27 thru February lOJ^tbs- Los Angeles Times' aŝ -̂ied 19 demands 

for uvasualluR loathe ^aoramento Bee»s 8, the s. ¡F. Examiner's 7, and 

the S. Chronicle's 3. A second peak in demands came after the transfer 

of oontrol to the Army on February 19. Between February 21 and March 2, 

the Times carried 8, the Bee 9, theAExaminer 2 and the Chronicle 4 demands. 

These included resolutions urging evacuation which were passed by California 

counties, further congressional demands, reports of pro-evacuation Tolan 

Committee witnesses, and demands from individuals such as the Mayor of 

Portland, Congressmen Dies and ^lliott, and As3emblyman Garland. 

The first demand to appear in more than one newspaper was Rep. tj\ ^ ^ 
_ I * . -jN J ¡^. ^ f f J 

Leland Ford's plea for internment of all Japanese, ¿his story way '/ 
. i? 

carried by the Times and the * • Examiner on January 22. -«©-Hi papers 

plaoed the story on inner .pages j the Times on page A, the^Bxaminer on 

page B ^ The ?imes gave it 44 picas, theAExaminer 28. In the Times 

story the phrase "concentration oamp" was used. Rep. Ford was reported 

as using the argument that the Japanese, if loyal, should be willing to 

leave the ooast» 



Demands -2 

All papers carried the story of the action of the Los Angeles County 

Board of Supervisors on January 27 at whioh time they reoomriended the re-

moval of all Japanese from the ooastal areas. The Times and the *• *\ 

Examiner gave this front page spaoej the ^hroniole put it on page 5, 
HXaj ¿»ft. C*p. ajLo^u-^ ¿k au» J>. v^CL a> Jatw — 
while the Bee buried it on page lb,^ Tho^paoe devoted to it varied from 

399 pioas in the Times to 19 pioas in the Bee. The Times article asserted 

that the Roberts report had shown that the Pearl Harbor disaster had 

been "faoilitated by widespread espionage and fifth column work by Jap-

anese residents of the Territory"# 

Congressman Dies on February 9 gave newspapers a story to the effeot 

that his Committee would urge that all Japanese be moved 500 miles inland. Ml Japanese oe 
T U C V JL^J 

This story appeared only in the Times and the 3ee^ The Times gave it 98 

pioas, the Bee 24, t U P». 

-ti* 



L. A. TIMES 

Kyle Palmer, Correspondent 

In addition to the *'imes giving muoh more spaoe to demands for 

evaouation than did the other newspapers, it prominently carried signed 

articles by its Washington correspondent, Kyle Palmer, Mr» Palmer 

covered the activities of the West uoast Congressional delegation in 

their efforts to bring about the evaouation of the Japanese. Mr. Palmer 

was as muoh an editorialist as a reporter. An example of his editorial-

izing is found In his first signed artiole on January 29 in which he 

said: 

"Reassurance that Army and Navy authorities have been actively 
moving toward a solution of the Japanese problem on the West 
Coast apparently has been withheld for military reasons and 
has now been given only because of olamor for action emanating 
from Los Angeles and other coastal cities. 
Military heads continued to olak their proposals and plans in 
seoreoy, but were quite willing to have it known that they have 
profited by the lessons of Pearl Harbor and do not propose 
hereafter to be too trustful or to be caught napping." 

On January 31, the Timet carried a banner headline—"Japs Smash 
• 

Closer to Singapore". Direotly under this ahd covering columns one and 

two was Palmer's artiole headlined—"Speedy Moving of Japs Urged". This 

artiole was the first in which he criticized the policies of the Justice 

Department and Attorney General Middle. Mr. Palmer characterized these 

polioies as "leisurely". Mr. Palmer's February 6 article said that 

Attorney General Biddle and ^eoretary Stimson "admitted" that the gov-

ernment had not adopted a policy concerning dual citizenship. He asserted 

that Congress felt that the Justice Department had "failed to take a 

realistic view of the Japanese problem". On February 13, Mr. Palmer 

said that &n unnamed "irate California legislator" told Congress that 

I \ 



Palmer, L.A. Times 

enemy aliens were being given time to perfect their sabotage plans. The 

article continued to the effect that Sec. Stimson ted given "tightlipped 

assurance" that the Army had not been idle in the face of the "growing 

threat of sabotage"• 

The February 8 Palmer dispatch was headlined "Alien Isolation Plea 

Misunderstood" and was subheaded "WAshington Seems to Feel People of 

Coast Are Paniokyj Necessary Measures Have Been Taken". The article 

oontinued s 

"By every means at their oomxnand the people of the Pacific Coast 
during the last week have indicated growing uneasiness on the 
subjeot of V/ashington's failure to oomprehend the Japanese 
problem in California, Oregon, and Washington. 
The lack of understanding seems to be mutual. " 

Later in the article lie stated that the Federal Government*s failures to 

remove American-born Japanese 

"...are based on a feeling here that the citizenship rights 
of the native born outweigh the menace to national security 
which their presence roprecents." 

He deolared that the real reason for the governments failure to act 

was 

"...official Washington's state of mind. Or, at least, that 
part of it represented by Mr. Biddle. 
Perhaps it is unkind to conjecture as to whether it is the 
kind of state of mind that preceded events at Pearl Harbor 
on December 7. 3ut it is a state of mind.!' 

Discussing Mr. Biddle at greater length, Mr. Palmer asserted that he 

was a "bottleneck" for the Army and Navy. Mr. Biddle, according to 

Mr* Palmer, was a lawyer and 

"...one of the country*s foremost liberals. There are some who 
feel that his views extend slightly beyond the roseate horizon 
of America*s traditional brand of liberalism." 

Mr. Palmer deolared that Att. Gen. Biddle was apprehensive that there 

would be mob violence against Japanese residents of California. He 

i * 
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therefore presuaded a "United States Senator from California" to broadoast 

to his constituents urging them to repress hysteria and violence* This 

threat, according to Mr. Palmer, was purely imaginary with Mr. Biddle and 

indicated the trend of his mind. In regard to the point that harth 

treatment of Japanese in the United States might bring reprisals on 

Americans held by Japan, Mr. Palmer commentedi 

"On this point those who might accurately be included 
among Mr. Biddle's «tough oritios» utter impolite 
noises." 



.Editor of The Bee: 
\ 

As a transient visitor in Sacramento, end a former newspaper 

correspondent in Japan, I am deeply interested in (1) the very timely 

subject of dual citizenship as outlined in a special article ty Mr. fl. J. 

McCletchy, executive secretary of the California Joint Immigration 

Committee, (2) the view of one Mr. Harrison J. Ogilvie who seems to have 

the impression that "Japan is charged with treachery" and that "America 

is largely responsible for this awful situation," and (5) the appearance 

of 50 Japanese aliens at Mr. Emmet Seawe3J.fs office, to obtain travel 

permits. 

I was in business in Tokio for 15 years. I was associated with 

hundreds of Japanese business men and government leaders. If Mr. Ogilvie, 

who has been satisfactorily dealt with in a subsequent letter by Mr. 

Harvey Graden and Mr. Ira H. McKin, both of Auburn, still thinks as he 

writes, I'll try and arrange for him to be exchanged for some Americans 

now held hostage in Japan. 

Japan began making preparations for war on the United States 

seven years ago. I state this on the authority of such men as Admiral 

Suyetsugu and Admiral Takahashi, agents of the Black Dragon Society and 

similar thug operated carpetbagging gangster political organizations that 

Japan intended to attack us. 

The jingoes, Mr. Ogilvie, were in Tokio. 

If you think, Mr. Ogilvie, there was nothing under the bed, you 

should have looked under the bed and you would have found something very 

startling. 

Unfortunately we have had people in this country who were too 



afraid to see what was under the bed and just went on sleeping content 

in the belief they could do business with Axis back stabbers and double 

crossers. This includes a handful of half-hearted, cream puff diplomats 

in the State Department who consistently displayed a colossal imagin-

ative failure on anything which deelt with practical events. 

Even down to January 1942, our State Department made the ridi-

culous blunder of protesting to the Free French over the seizure of 

those two islands off Newfoundland where, as has been established, Hitler»s 

agents were using short wave radio transmitters to aid Nazi submarines to 

attack British and American convoys. 

If a plebiscite were taken of the American people, it would be as 

the Free French on those two islands of fishermen, 98 per cent, and a 

vote on the indictment of the State Department who be 98 per cent. 

Now for Mr. McClatchey's statement on dual citizenship. 

I was a member of a Tokio committee specially created in the 

American-Japan Society to look after the problems of the Nisei. We had 

about 1,700 in our vicinity. Our committee included Russel Durgin of the 

Y.M.C.A., Paul Rusch of Rikkyo Daigaku (an Episcopalian school), George 

Coe of the National City Bank, and others. Most of the youngsters were in 

a pathetic position. The dreaded Jap gestapo treated them as spies. The 

older folks didn't like their mannerisms because the kids were too American. 

They were for the most part out of place. Among those of the sixth to 

eighth grades, however, they became better acclimated to the situation and 

we found that those who were sent from California or Hawaii direct to remote 

country districts were keeping within the desires of the Jap government 

to become useful Japanese-citizens useful in the United States. The 
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first generaltion Japanese to Japan to put the finger on them, through 

intimidation, threat and persecution, is a highlight example. 

I quote from my original, as follows, to bear out Mr. HcClatchy»s 

statement. 

"Germany established an Ausland Institute in 1917 to look after 
Germans abroad. Since 1955 it has been used as a Nazi system to control 
Germans in foreign lands. 

"The Japanese were given this idea by the Nazis. Japan invited 
1,500 people from North and South America for a five-day convention in 
Tokio, in October, 1940. Prince Konoye and Foreign Minister Matsuoka 
made stirring addresses. Again the State Department enters the picture -
passports should not have been issued to Japanese attending such events 
if they were to play a game of dual citizenship. 

"I submit that the Japanese Ausl&nd Society was the first step 
in the direction of utilizing, influencing, confusing and directing 
Japanese under our flag. 

"Buglers led the procession of those who came from the Americas. 
Like the Nazi Bund in America, the Japanese were organized in parades, 
heard speeches, visited shrines and to add to the solemnity of their 
final meeting, Prince Higasikuni of the Imperial Family was made to 
appear. 

"As he departed all the Japanese-Americans bowed in reverence. 

"Now listen to this. 

"Prince Konoye told them "the results you have achieved attest 
the superior quality of the Japanese race . . . it happens now that the 
world is in process of transformation . . . here is an opportunity for 
Japan to bring real justice and genuine happiness to humanity through 
the faithful achievement of the principle of the Eight Corners of the 
Universe Under One Roof." 

"Doesn't that sound familiar as you associate the statement with 
countries where Naziism has been felt? 

"The Prince told the Japanese they must "act as one in making 
every sacrifice for the Ruler of the State and in practising the ideal 
of duty you all owe to the Ruler of whom you are subjects." 

"That statement I submit for the record. It is an instruction 
issued to Japanese living under our flag and the flags of Central and 
South American republics, to serve Emperior Hirohito. 

"The seriousness of this campaign was treated by their Foreign 
Minister Xosuke Matsuoka, who shouted at those from California, Hawaii 



young people in Tokio, Yokohama, Osaka and Kobe, however, never got much 

into the swing of the campaign. 

Nevertheless, as Mr. McClatchy emphasizes, "never, from the time 

of birth on, have these Japanese, American born, been free of the Japan-

ese government. Through the Japanese consulates a directive hand has 

controlled these children." 

That these young people in their language schools have been used 

as a blind, there is no argument. They are taught they are a superior 

race, have no obligation to the United states government and that they 

are a part of the divinity of the Jap emperior, a semi-epileptic who did 

not know the Pearl Harbor attack had taken place until told later \jy his 

fanatic, arrogant, supercilious militarist gangster thugs, and that the 

loyalty of every Japanese, wherever born or residing, is obedient to 

his emperior and Japan. 

I support Mr. McClatchy1s statement ty the following which I wrote 

about one year ago. It has to do with the pressure applied to the first 

generation Japanese over here. 

The Attorney General's office in Washington, which seems to be 

mixed up on just what to do and in spite of war wants to find a legal 

interpretation, might note that this evolves around October 1940. Any 

Japanese who left these shores for Japan say in late August, 1940, for 

the Imperial Japanese Ausland Society meeting in Tokio, headed in part 

by Prince Konoye and that filibuster artist Foreign Minister Yosuke 

Matsuoka, should be in a concentration camp as of today. 

The background is that the Nazis took control of Japan about two 

years ago. Hence they introduced many Nazi methods, and that of bringing 
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and South Americat 

"We are on the threshold of a period which will be marked by phenom-
enal racial expansion abroad. Violent international friction cannot be 
avoided when the greatest upheaval in history is storing the worlo. in the 
face. 

"By acting in the manner I suggest, you should, you will, be giving 
expression to the Imperial Rule principle . . . while at the suae time per-
forming the duty you owe to the Ruler, of banishing all private considerations 
from your minds and devoting your whole energey to the Imperial service." 

"Remember this came from the then Japanese Foreign Minister. He 
was telling his Japanese Auslanders how they must act in the United States 
and other countries. 

"This was followed by two German movest 

"Baron Kiichiro Hiranuma was appointed Minister of Home Affairs 
wherein the Nazis had entrenched themselves. Baron Hiranuma, later shot, 
was an old-time firebrand in Japan's totalitarian groups. As Minister of 
Justice, Lieut. Gen. Heisuke Yanagawa was appointed to handle the job 
nominally held by a civil appointee. 

"The two appointments indeed follow the Nazi pattern in Germany. 

•V»e must not be under illusion about the Asia crisis or the parti-
cipation of the Nazis in Japan's schemes on the Pacific Coast." 

There is too much argument in the United States on dual citizenship, 

We are at war. We are too tolerant of a situation which will become 

worse. 

A Sacramento paper on January 5, the day after the vicious, sword 

rattling Jap array entered Manila and ordered that any American who came 

out of his house, would be shot, reports that there appeared in the office 

of the Assistant United States Attorney Emmet J. Seawell in Sacramento, 50 

Japanese aliens rushing for permits to travel. 

I was amazed. 

Those of us who have lived in the era of face slapping, stabbings, 

intimidations, threats, electric charged barbed wires, brutality and ar-

rogance of the Japanese army in the last five to seven years, cannot imagine 

how Japanese here can expect to travel. 
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Every Japanese school and temple should be closed. 

John Doe warrants should be taken out and every Japanese home and 

office searched. Every Japanese flag should be seized. No Japanese should 

be permitted to possess any type of radio, nor operate an automobile. No 

telephones should be permitted. 

No Japanese papers must be allowed to publish. Three still print 

in an alien language. 

From Tokio to Peking, through Shanghai to Hongkong and over to 

Manila, several thousand Americans are held in solitary. 

They are not permitted out of their houses on threat of being killed. 

They have no papers, radios, contacts, and above all, not the faintest 

notion that they could apply to a Japanese prosecuting attorney's office 

for permits to travelI 

Travel in peace time in Japan has been restricted in the last three 

years to such difficulties that most foreigners didn't travel. We could 

not get auto licenses nor have radios. 

Unless the Attorney General's office in Washington cracks down and 

gets tough, I fear, judging from observations in Sacramento and Seattle, 

that in a serious flare back, there's going to be trouble in the Japanese 

communities. 

For their own safety, the Japanese should be put in camps. They 

will suffer none of the horrors of a Japanese prison. They will be given 

hospitable treatment. They will be protected. 

We have demonstrated our hospitality to back stabbing diplomatic 

thugs like Saburu Kurusu when we send him and his staff with a ton or more 

of baggage to a fine hot spring resort in Virginia. In contract, eight 

American officials who left Japan in September, arrived in Shanghai (in 

-6-



peace time), minus their luggage. The officious Jap government would 

not permit them to have their belongings other than what they wore. But 

over here, we take the poison pen artists of the Tojo Nazi government in 

busses to themal baths and tiled swimming pools to eat the best meals of 

old Virginia. 

As far back as July, 1940, not even our Ambassador, Joseph Clark 

Grerc could telephone to Washington. On three separate occasions his 

phones and cables were cut. Diplomatic immunity has not been respected 

in Japan for three or five years. 

I hope, Mr. Editor, that you will check on Mr. Seawall'8 office and 

be sure that none of the 50 get their permits to travel. If any succeed, 

please advise me their nsjaes and their destination, 

I close this lengthy dissertation by quoting from another source, 

Dr. Ralph Phillips of Los Angeles who spent 20 years as a missionary in 

the Far East, one of many who havo seen the atrocities and brutality 

now being inflicted on Americans in Asia, as we extend hospitality to 

some (not all) Japanese in this countryj 

"Even now the American people are taking all too lightly the war 

with Japan." 

"They do not realize the type of human beings that they are up 

against. The Japs are more ruthless, more coldblooded in their cruelty 

than the worst Germans and Italians." 

"They are not satisfied merely to kill. They see to it that 

their victims suffer keenly before death relieves them. God pity American 

men, women and children who fall into their hands." 

That statement, Mr. Editor, I submit for the attention of Ilr. 

Attorney General Francis G. Biddle at Washington, the federal attorney, 

Mr. Seawell, and/all means, Mr. Ogilvie. 
Respectfully, 



sick, reason seems to be the article published m the 
Los Angeles Times this morning on page 2 of section 3. 
They laid it before us and didn't say a word until^i d 
finished reading i t . Sakai said he refused to believe 
it but if it were true, then " i t ' s just too bad for the 
mainland Japanese." He thinks it is possible they may 
send all aliens to concentration camps before very long. 
Takeda seems to be in agreement with him on this kind 
of prediction. Bright new year's eve, isn't i t , I 
thought; but other members of the staff don't seem to 
be taking the article quite as seriously. The article 
is captioned: 

"Scope of Hawaii fs 
Spy -army Told 

Correspondent Pictures Manner in Which 
Way Was Paved for Attack on Pearl Harbor 

By WALLACE CARROLL 
United Press Staff Correspondent 

"NSW YOIK, Dec. 3 0 . — A f i fth column and es-
pionage network, patiently organized over many 
years, paved the way for Japan's surprise blow 
at Pearl Harbor. 

"The f u l l story of the f i f th column which 
Secretary of j* the Navy Knox described as the 
most effective since Norway, probably cannot be 
told until official inquiries have been comp-
leted. 

"But during my recent visit to nonolulu, 

I learned: 

"1 .—That big arrows, pointing to mili-
tary objectives, were cut in the sugar cane on 
plantations in the islands a few hours before 
the Japanese struck. 

"2 .—That a Japanese who was arrested for 
allegedly operating a short-wave transmitter 
during the Pearl Harbor attack was a business 
man who for 20 years had been a frequent visi-
tor to Schofield Barracks, the United States 
Army post. 

"3.--That Japanese vegetable dealers had 
knowledge cibout movements in and about move-
ments in and out of ports of units of the .Am-
erican Navy because their delivered their pro-
duce to the ships. 

"4 .—That advertisements, innocent look-
ing ana accepted by newspapers in good faith , 
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may have contained code messages to the f i f t h 
columnists . 

"This is not intended as an indi ctment 
of all Japanese in Honolulu, r But enough of 
them were f i fth columnists to make the attack 
successful. The facts, if presented to the 
American people now, may help tikem be on tne 
aiert in other potential areas of danger. 

"SITUATION PESCHIBSD 

"Here was the situation on the week-end 
of the attack: 

"Early Sunday morning the dawn patrol 
went out on its regular survey and reported 
nothing unusual in the area covered by its 
f l ight . Shortly afterward—during a 'sabo-
tage alert'--the Japanese struck. Bombs f e l l 
on hangars crowded with planes. Empty hang-
ars were ignored. 

"The Japanese knew precisely when to 
attack and where their objectives were. Some 
of the Japanese aviators shot down were wear-
ing the rings of Honolulu high schools and 
Oregon State. Some of the Japanese agents 
caught during or after the raid had been 
trusted figures in Honolulu for 20 years or 
more. 

"BIGGEST RACIAL GHOUP 

"The Japanese form the biggest racial 
group in the islands, accounting for 155 ,000 
of the total population of 414 ,000 and out-
numbering both the native Hawaiians and Am-
ericans of white stock. 

"Many of the Japanese residents are Am-
erican citizens with the right to vote. Pol-
iticians in the islands could not afford to 
overlook or offend this important bloc of vo-
ters . 

WPartly for this reason, Japanese of 
American nationality infiltrated into the pol-
ice department and obtained jobs as road super-
visors , sanitary inspectors or minor government 
officials . 

"Many went to work in the post office 
and telephone service—ideal posts for spies. 
Stoe worked their way into the electric and 
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and gas companies and other public ut i l i t ies 
vital to defense, and civilian needs, a s Am-
erican citizens, they were admitted to the Ter-
ritorial Guard which points in an emergency. 

"FIFTH C0LUI1N SET-UP 

"An American resident, who had studied 
Japanese methods in Manchuria and North China, 
told me that the Japanese f i f t h column and es-
pionage organizations in the islands were sim-
ilar to those which had been used to undermine 
the Chinese. He said these organizations in-
cluded: 

" 1 . — A general espionage and sabotage net-
work directed by the Japanese Consul General at 
Honolulu. This organization included the 'Re-
n i n ' , young gangsters recruited from the fam-
il ies of the poorer farmers. 

" 2 .—Japanese army intelligence which 
directed a ho~st of spies, chiefly proprietors 
of small stores, estaurants and cafes. 

" 3 . — Japanese naval intelligence, which 
ran a much more extensive organization. Its 
agents included fishermen and seamen who knew 
the Hawaiian seas and coasts, hotel proprietors 
and employes, servants in private families and 
—most" important of a l l — f r e s h produce dealers 
who supplied fruits and vegetables to the ships 
in Pearly Harbor and Army posts. 

"CHSCH OH 5hIP IJOVSS 

"Up to the time of the attack, my inform-
ant said , ship movements could be traced through 
deliveries of"these supplies. They were ordered 
in the name of a particular warship and de&ers 
could judge the length of a prospective cruise 
or a stay in port by the supplies taken on board. 

"By piecing together the information ob-
tained from different dealers, Japanese naval in-
telligence supposedly could predict when the bulk 
of the Battle" Fleet would be in Pearl Harbor. 

"Representatives of foreign governments who 
investigated f i f th column activities in Honolulu 
and other residents to whom i talked were con-
vinced that a number of the Japanese in the is-
lands had been tipped in advance to be prepared 
for action on Dec. 7. 

"RADIO OPERATIONS 
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"Japanese 'ham' or amateur operators of radios 
were caught, apparently communieating with the air-
craft carriers" or planes. Other Japanese were seized 
photographing damage to naval and military object-
ives . 

"Japanese truck drivers , I was told, drove 
from side to side of the road from Honolulu to 
Iiickam Field to delay American pilots who were 
frantically trying to reach their planes. 

"Similar other tricks shows an intimate know-

ledge of the habits of American Army and Navy offi-

cers . 

" I t was, of course, well known that many off-
icers went to parties in Honolulu on Saturday night 
and spent the night in town. It also was known 
that warships in the harbor opened their water-
tight doors for cleaning purposes early in the morn-
ing, making them more vulnerable to torpedo attack. 

" POLL INGS 

"But the Japanese also knew that the officers 
at Wheeler Field had to live at the station. So 
when they had bombed the hangars, they attacked the 
dwellings with machine guns and aerial cannon to 
prevent officers from rushing out to their planes. 

"Other planes were helping to delay officers 
dashing by car from Honolulu to Hickam Field by 
strafing the road with machine guns and cannon. 

"When I left Honolulu 10 days ago, I was in-
formed that Japanese members of the Territorial Guard 
were s t i l l stationed at reservoirs, power plaints, 
and other public util ies . J apanese-Aioeri cans st i l l 
held posts in the post office"and telephone service . " 
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