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UNI VERSI TY OF CALI FORNI A 0°Cf0" 
Evac uat i on & Reset t l ement  St udy 
Togo Tanaka Chi cago, I l l i no i s ¿l ay 30, 1943 

PRE- EVACUATI ON PRESSURE GROUP ACT I VI TY I N SOUTHERN CALI FORNI A 

P e r s o n a l i t y S k e t c h e s 

(1) L AI L THOMAS KANE 

I n s i x year s of  newspaper  wor k i n Los Anger l es wi t h a 

J apanese l anguage da i l y , I  came i nt o cont act  wi t h a scor e of  

r ac e- bat i ng, r ace- hat i ng men and women whose at t i t ude t owar d 

J apanese r esi dent s of  t he s t at e was summed up : "Whi t e Cal i f o r -

ni ans never  want ed t he J aps ; t hey do n ' t  want  t hem now. I t  was 

a gr ave mi s t ake when t he XI V amendment  t o t he Cons t i t ut i on 

gr ant i ng c i t i zens h i p by r i ght  of  b i r t h i n t he Uni t ed St at es was 

pas s ed. J aps can never  be as s i mi l at ed. The sooner  we' r e r i d 

of  t hem, t he bet t er  o f f  we ' l l  b e . " 

Dur i ng my s i x year s wi t h t he Los Angel es J apanese Da i l y 

News , t he most  per s i s t ent - - t hough not  most  i n f l uent i a l �pr o po n-

ent  of  t h i s v i ew whom I  met  was L a i l  Thomas Kane. I  l as t  t al k ed 

wi t h L a i l  Kane on Ap r i l  12, 1942. He had c al l ed t he o f f i c e of  

t he L . A . J apanese Dai l y News t o get  h i s l as t  par t i ng s n i pe. Our  

r el at i ons s i nc e our  f i r s t  meet i ng i n Mar c h, 1939, had not  al ways 

been f r i end l y . On Ap r i l  12, 1942, he was c al l i ng f r om hi s o f f i c e 

i n t he Hal l  o f  J us t i c e; he was a mar i ne sur veyor  f or  t he Count y 

As s es s o r ' s depar t ment . 

" I s t hat  you, Togo?" hi s v o i c e was c r i s p , and he spoke 

wi t h a t one of  t r i umph. 

"Wel l , so y ou' r e f i n a l l y get t i ng your  way , ar en ' t  you? 

They ' r e go i ng t o evacuat e us , t hey s a y . " 

"Y o u' r e goddam r i ght  we ar e . Ar e you pac k ed, boy? You'd 
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bet t er  shake a l eg t her e, son. Remember , Papa Kane has cal l ed 

t he car ds r i ght  ever y t i me. Too bad you and t hat  J ACL bunch 

d i dn ' t  pay at t ent i on t o me when I  spoke t o t hat  audi ence i n 

t he J apanese Chur ch way back i n »39. Bemember ? I  t ol d you I  

was t he best  f r i end you ever  had, onl y nobody bel i eved me." 

"Di d you c a l l  me up j ust  t o gl oat ? " 

"Hel l  no , Togo. I  don' t  have t o st oop t o t hat . You ought  

t o know me by now. I  j ust  want ed t o gi ve you some per sonal  adv i ce, 

Togo boy, because, i n s p i t e of  ever yt hi ng, 1 r eal l y am f ond of  

you. I  t hi nk y o u' r e a l l  r i ght , and gi ven a hal f  way chance, you 

can become a good Amer i can. I  cal l ed t o adv i se you t o be sur e 

t o have your  wi l l  dr awn up. You don't  have one, do you?" 

"Why no , I ' v e never  t hought  of  dy i ng . " 

"I n t hese uncer t ai n t i mes, Togo my boy, you shoul d gi ve 

mor e t hought  t o your  wi f e and baby. Be sur e t o have a wi l l  dr awn 

up. I t ' s wor t h t he p r i c e. I ' v e never  gi ven you any bad adv i ce y et , 

have I ? Di dn ' t  I  t e l l  you i n Apr i l  of  1939 t hat  war  was goi ng t o 

br eak out  i n Eur ope bef or e t hat  year  was over ? Di dn ' t  I  war n you 

ear l y t h i s / y ear  t hat  J apan woul d at t ack us and t her e woul d be war  

on t he P ac i f i c ? Di dn ' t  I  t e l l  you back i n »39 t hat  you'd a l l  be 

i nt er ned when war  came? Ri ght , am I  no t ? " 

"Cer t ai n l y , Mr . Kane, your  power s of  pr ognos t i cat i on ar e 

r emar kabl e. I  shoul d br eak down and weep . " 

"Ther e's no need f or  sar casm, Togo. You r emember  when 

your  paper  pr i nt ed t hat  l y i ng s t or y about  me and my wi f e near l y 

had a ner vous br eakdown?" 

"I t  was n' t  a l y i ng s t or y ; i t  was a r epr i nt  f r om t he San 

F r anc i sco News- Let t er  & Wasp. I t  mer el y exposed you as a J ap-

bai t i ng c i t i zen. You cal l ed me up and t hr eat ened di r e t hi ngs af t er  

past  
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i t  appear ed.." 

"And somet hi ng di r e al most  di d happen?" 

"We r ecei ved l et t er s and t el egr ams f r om t he San F r anc i sco 

News L et t er  & Wasp t hr eat eni ng us wi t h a $50,000 copyr i ght  s u i t , 

even t hough we had r ecei ved per mi ss i on t o r epr i nt  t he a r t i c l e . " 

"Di dn ' t  I  t e l l  you?" 

"Cer t ai n l y , but  we set t l ed t he sui t  out  of  c our t �f or  

1̂00�j us t  nui sance v a l u e . " 

"Bygones shoul d be bygones, my boy. Now t hat  you ar e 

c l os i ng down your  newspaper  and haven't  got  a ghost  of  a chance 

t o keep go i ng, I  j us t  cal l ed t o ask you i f  you want  t o put  some 

of  t he books i n your  l i br ar y t o good us e, Uncl e L a i l  can use t henu 

Gi ve me a r i ng and l et  me know, be s ur e, my bo y ." 

" I  shoul d t e l l  you you've gpt  a l ot  of  c r us t , but  I ' m 

no t . I  want  t o know mor e about  your  opi ni ons , pr edi c t i ons , even 

i f  we' r e on t h i s t el ephone anot her  hour . You've been t he f ount -

ai nhead of  mor e ant i - Ni sei  i ndoc t r i nat i on t han anybody I ' v e met  

i n Sout her n Cal i f o r n i a. I  want  t o get  mor e of  your  pr edi c t i ons . 

Go ahead and g l o at . " 

" I ' l l  r emember  you by t he ment al  gymnast i cs you've gi ven 

me as wel l  as by t he ner vous br eakdown you caused my wi f e, Togo* 

Her e's some mor e adv i c e, s t r ai ght  f r om t he shoul der . Two t hi ngs 

you've got  t o s t op�or  do af t er  t hey get  you a l l  i nt o camp be-

hi nd guar ds . They 'r e goi ng t o have t o separ at e t he Ni s ei  f r om 

t he K i bei  and t he I s s ei  . You'r e goi ng t o have t o br eak t hese 

k enj i n o r gani zat i ons . Remember  me, mar k my wor ds, t he mi nut e 

you get  t hose kens t oget her , you'r e r i ght  back wher e you s t ar t ed. 

They 'r e a bad i nf l uence on the Ni s e i . They 'r e an i nf l uence f r om 
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J apan. I f  you bi r ds want  t o make a pl ace f o r  your sel ves i n 

Amer i ca, j ust  r emember  t hat  any ol d wor l d i deas shoul d be di s -

car ded. They s houl dn't  put  a l l  of  you i n t he same camp; t her e 

shoul d be c l as s i f i c at i o n accor di ng to educat i onal  backgr ound, 

same i deal s �al one wi t hout  any J apan- i zi ng i nf l uenc es . You 

bet t er  be t hank f ul  your  f ami l i es ar e bei ng kept  t oget her , Togo, 

how'd you l i ke i t  i f  you went  i nt o one camp and your  wi f e and 

daught er  i nt o anot her ? That ' s what  woul d happen i f  t hi s wer e 

Ger many. They ought  to send a l l  t he i i i bei  back t o J apan; i f  

t he Ni s ei  do n ' t  wat ch out , t h ey ' l l  be goi ng wi t h t hem. I f  y o u' r e 

not  c ar ef ul , your  c i t i zens hi p wi l l  be r evoked. Peopl e ar en ' t  

f ool i ng ar ound any mor e. Ther e i s a def i n i t e f eel i ng t hat  a l l  

J apanese, i nc l udi ng t he Ni s e i , shoul d be depor t ed t o J apan af t er  

t he war . Thi s i s a b i l l  by Senat or  St ewar t . I ' v e r ecei ved a 

t el egr am t o go t o Washi ngt on t o t es t i f y , but  I ' m not  goi ng r i ght  

now. Ri ght  at  pr esent , I  do n ' t  t hi nk t he po s s i b i l i t y of  i t s 

pass i ng i s so gsod. But  as soon as t he J aps at t ack t he west  

coast  , zooom, .you j ust  wat ch; see how f as t  t he b i l l  ôes t hr ough." 

"T hat ' s when y o u ' l l  be l ay i ng f or  us agai n? " 

"Y ep . You bet &a my l i f e . You'r e a di f f er ent  c l ass of  

peopl e. You wer e bor n her e, sur e. But  t hat  does n't  make you 

Amer i can nec es s ar i l y . But  i f  you'r e di f f er ent  f r om whi t e Am-

er i c an, you'r e d i f f er ent  agai n f r om t he K i bei  and t he I s s e i . 

They 'r e r eal  J apanese. You don't  t hi nk a l i k e . Now t hat ' s 

one of  t he t r agi c t h i ngs . The Ni sei - - i f  t hey 'r e goi ng to wi n 

a pl ace i n Ai osr i ca�have got  t o domi nat e t he I s s e i . The f ac t  

t hat  di f f er ent  gr oups among t he J apanese must  be assoc i at ed t o-

get t er  i n t hese camps means t hat  one has got  to domi nat e. I f  t he 

Ki bei  and i s sei  domi nat e, your  goose i s cooked; you'd bet t er  f ace 
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i t  squar el y . Good l uc k , my boy. Oh yes , one mor e t h i ng. I  

want  you t o hel p me l ocat e a man. Ever  hear  of  Hi r oshi  Oht omo?" 

"No* who 's he?" 

"He i s an engi neer  commander  i n t he I mper i al  J apanese 

Navy . Hi s addr ess was 1 Madi son avenue, New Yor k ; he was i n 

t he Uni t ed St at es af t er  December  7, 1941. Two year s ago he was 

i n I os Angel es . I  saw hi m at  t he Sant a Fe depot . He ' s been i n 

Los Angel es . " 

"Now, ar e you i ns i nuat i ng t hat  I  know of  hi s wher eabout s 

or  am chummy wi t h t hi s t ype of  company?" 

" I ' m not  i ns i nuat i ng any t hi ng. Cal l  me up Monday mor ni ng. 

And r emember  t he books i n your  l i b r a r y . " ( I ' v e never  seen or  hear d ) 

THE F I SHI NG ELL I S 

Bes i des bei ng one of  t he most  vocal  spokesmen of  t he v i ew 

t hat  "Amer i ca i s a whi t e man's democr acy" i n Sout her n Cal i f o r n i a, 

L ai l  Kane won at t ent i on i n Amer i can Legi on c i r c l es as t he most  

per s i s t ent  advocat e of  commer ci al  f i s h i ng l egi s l at i o n ai med t o 

el i mi nat e J apanese al i en f i sher men. 

I n 1935, as honor ar y Chai r man of  t he Nat i onal  Def ense 

Commi t t ee, Navy Post  No . 278, Amer i can L egi on, L ai l  Kane sub-

mi t t ed t he dr af t  of  pr oposed l egi s l at i o n to "Amer i cani ze" t he 

Cal i f or ni a f i s hi ng f l eet  bef or e t he Amer i can Legi on St at e Execut -

i ve Counci l  f or  appr oval . Thi s was gr ant ed, and t he pr oposal  be-

came a mandat e t o be i nt r oduced at  the next  sess i on of  the St at e 

l egi s l at ur e. The b i l l  s t at ed s pec i f i c a l l y : 

(f r om hi m s i nc e; I ' v e l os t ) 
(cont act  wi t h h i m.�T T . ) 

»» . . . n o commer ci al  f i s h i ng l i c ens e s hal l  
be i s sued to anyone wi t hi n t he St at e of  
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Cal i f o r ni a unl es s such per son be 
a c i t i zen of  t he Uni t ed St at es and 
an act ual  bona f i de r es i dent  of  
Cal i f o r ni a f or  mor e t han one (1) 
year  pr ecedi ng appl i c at i on f or  
sai d l i c ens e. " ti  

I t  was i nt r oduced by Senat or  Nel son T . Edwar ds of  Or ange 

Count y as Senat e B i l l  No . 444. I n t he Assembl y, two i dent i c al  

Assembl y Bi l l  No. 1826 and Hunt  Assembl y Bi l l  No . 304. A t hi r d 

suppl ement ar y measur e, Hunt  Assembl y B i l l  No . 1826, al so appear ed, 

J apanese comner c i al  f i sher men of  San Di ego , San Pedr o, and Mont -

er ey , char ged t he measur es as "di s c r i mi nat o r y ." They poi nt ed 

out  t hat  t he pr oposal  woul d exc l ude them because t hey wer e not  

el i g i b l e t o c i t i zens h i p , whe r̂ eas I t a l i an , Por t uguese, and J ugo-

s l av al i en f i sher men coul d become c i t i zens . The l ar ge canner i es 

of  t he f i s h i ng c ent er s , dependi ng upon J apanese f i sbei men who 

wer e sur oLyi ng them wi t h t hei r  cat ch, al so opposed t he measur es . 

Sever al  Cal i f or ni a l egi s l at o r s , ar gui ng agai ns t  t he pr oposal s , 

s t r essed t he di s c r i mi nat or y f eat ur es of  t he b i l l s . The Edwar ds 

b i l l , al ong wi t h t he suppl ement ar y pr oposal s i n t he l ower  house, 

wer e k i l l ed i n s es s i on. 

L a i l  Kane publ i c l y vowed t hat  t he f i ght  had j ust  begun. 

"The J ap f i sher men ar e a menace t o our  nat i onal  def ense. 

Many of  t he so- cal l ed f i sher men on t hese boat s ar e naval  o f f i c er s 

of  t he I mper i al  J apanese Navy . Some of  t he i nnocent - l ooki ng t una 

boat s whi ch pl y San Pedr o Har bor  coul d be conver t ed i n a f ew hour s 

i nt o t or pedo bo at s , " he sai d t̂ hat  t i me. 

At  t he 1936 Cal i f o r ni a Depar t ment  convent i on of  t he Amer i can 

L egi on, hel d i n Hol l ywood, L a i l  Kane t ook t he st ump agai n f o r  

a r eso l ut i on c al l i ng f or  a Legi on Mandat e t o put  ac r oss t he f i sh-

pr oposal s , f r amed on t he same pat t er n, wer e i nt f àj kuced: J ones 
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i ng b i l l  i n t he next  ses s i on of  t he St at e L egi s l at ur e. To se-

cur e Legi on appr oval , he r et ur ned t o hi s own Navy Post  278 wi t h 

a f u l l  r epor t . 

"The god darned, gr eedy f i s h canner i es and t he J ap f i sher men 

beat  us . You know, some of  our  so- cal l ed Amer i cans ar e so r ul ed 

by the al mi ght y do l l ar  t hat  i f  you put  Chr i s t  on a Cr oss f i f t een 

f eet  away, some of  t hese bast ar ds woul dn't  see Hi m because a pi ei ze 

of  s i l v er �t he t hi r t y pi ec es�s t ood i n t he way. The J . A . C . L . � 

r emember  t hose i n i t i a l s , gent l emen, t he J ackal s �t hey ' r e t he 

J ap- Amer i cans, t hey di d t he i r  l i t t l e par t  t oo . They st ood f o r  

J apan�agai ns t  t he Uni t ed St at es . They opposed t he measur e; 

t hey woul dn f t  bel i eve i t  was f or  Nat i onal  Def ens e. They s a i d 

r ace pr ej udi c e, di s c r i mi nat i on. Now, I  want  a unani mous vot e of  

t h i s Navy Post  f avor i ng t he l egi s l at i o n so t hat  I  can t ake i t  

bef or e t he 17t h Di s t r i c t  and t he Count y Counc i l . " 

L a i l  Kane won hi s unani mous appr oval  f r om t he Navy Pos t ; 

he t ook i t  bef or e t he 17t h Di s t r i c t  meet i ng and secur ed a f avor -

abl e r epor t . When he submi t t ed t he dr af t  bef or e t he Count y 

Counc i l , he r an i nt o some oppos i t i on. The f or ce of  h i s arguments 

pr evai l ed, however ; he rammed i t  home f or  a s c o r e. Then t o t he 

Cal i f o r ni a Depar t n n̂t  Convent i on i n Hol l ywood he went , f ought  

t t e i ssue i n commi t t ee, won appr oval  agai n, submi t t ed i t  on t he 

f l oor  of  t he convent i on, had i t  passed and appr oved. Unce a ^i n , 

t he pr oposal  t o "k i c k t he J aps out  of  Cal i f o r ni a commer ci al  f i s h-

i ng" was a mandat e of  t he Cal i f o r ni a Amer i can l egi on. 

At  t he 1937 sess i on of  the st at e l egi s l at ur e at  Sacr ament o, 

t hr ee b i l l s , car r y i ng t he i nt ent  and pur pose of  Kane's o r i g i nal  

pr oposal , wer e i nt r oduced: Assembl y Bi l l  No . 754, pr esent ed by 
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Assembl yman Gene F l i nt  of  Los Angel es ; Assembl y B i l l  No . 

1019, ¿wfeapk i nt r oduced by Assembl yman Char l es Hunt  o f  Los 

Angel es ; and .assembl y B i l l  wo . 2653, i n i t i a t ed by Assembl yman 

J ames Boyl e of  Los Angel es . 

A l l  t hr ee b i l l s wer e agai n def eat ed i n l eg i s l a t i v e ses-

s i o n. 

The pr ev i ous def eat  of  t he Edwar ds b i l l  had br ought  

r ec ogni t i on of  t he di s c r i mi nat o r y aspect s of  t he l eg i s l a t i o n . 

I t  was t er med a "c i nc h b i l l " , a f or m of  ext r a- l egal  shake-

down . 

L a i l  Kane r aged. 

"The r ot t en deal  made me f u r i o u s , " he t o l d me s ho r t l y af t er  

I  f i r s t  made h i s acquai nt ance i n 1939; by t hat  t i me he had con-

cent r at ed bl ame f o r  f a i l u r e o f  hi s pr opos al  t o pass upon t he 

J . A . C . L . He chose t o say : "The J ".A. C . L . i s i n cahoot s , or  bei ng 

used as t oo l s of  J ap s p i es and agent s among t he f i s her men. " 

When asked i f  t he same appl i ed t o t he Cal i f o r n i a St at e 

Chamber  of  Commer ce, San F r anc i s c o Chamber  of  Comr aer ce, L os 

Angel es Chamber  of  Commer ce, San Di ego Chamber  of  Commer ce, San 

Pedr o Chamber  of  Commer ce, Cal i f o r n i a Counc i l  on Or i ent al  Rel a-

t i o ns , St at e F eder at i on of  Chur ches and Sar di ne Canner s* Assoc i -
dj S O j a ^L i , CO«� Oi Co t fUsi r t UA*" Oi XoTl cj  

at i o n , he s a i d : "T hey ' r e a l l  j ust  a bunch o f  goddam i gnor amuses 

who don' t  know t hei r  as s f r om a hol e i n t he gr o und." 

I n summer  of  1937, L a i l  Kane gi r ded hi s l o i ns f or  bat t l e 

once agai n . 

He s t al ked i nt o t he Cal i f o r n i a Depar t nBnt  Amer i can L egi on 

convent i on at  St oc k t on. He l ambast ed l egi s l at o r s who had opposed 

t he f i s h i ng h i l l s on t he f l o o r  of  t he convent i on; he but t on- hol ed 
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f el l ow Legi onnai r es ever ywher e, spr ead out  c onf i dent i al  dat a 

whi ch he had gat her ed as mar i ne sur veyor  at  San Pedr o har bor  

showi ng t he danger s i n t he J ap f i s h i ng f l ee t ' s pr esence t her e. 

He named dat es , l i s t ed names, r eel ed o f f  f i gur es �al ways dog-

mat i c i n hi s conf i dence t hat  what  he s ai d was t he TRUTH. 

He knew t hat  he was i n f o r  a bat t l e on t he convent i on f l o o r  t hi s 

t i me. Oppos i t i on wi t h i n t he Legi on had gr own. The r ecor d o f  

r epeat ed (t wi ce i n a row now) r ej ec t i on of  hi s measur e i n t he 

st at e l egi s l at ur e had r ai s ed doubt  i n Legi onnai r e mi nds . 

Kane met  hi s oppos i t i on on t he f l oor  of  t he convent i on i n 

t he per son of  Tokut ar o J Mi shi mur a Sl ocum, l one J apanese member  

of  t he I ngl ewood Post » Debat e waxed hi ghl y emot i onal . Bi t t er  

wor ds wer e exchanged. Bot h Kane and Sl ocum wer e pas t  mast er s 

of  v i t uper at i ve or at or y . Sl ocum had not  been as c l ose t o t he 

pr oposal s as Kane and was handi capped f or  compar at i ve l ack o f  

s t at i s t i c s qnd f ac t s . He f a l t er ed. Kane smashed i nt o hi s ar gu-

ment s . The Legi on f or  t he t hi r d consecut i ve year  vot ed i n f avor  

of  maki ng t he f i s hi ng b i l l  anot her  Cal i f o r ni a Depar t EBnt  mandat e. 

The next  sess i on of  the st at e l egi s l at ur e, however , was t wo year s 

away- - i n 1939. 

The Amer i can Legi on must  not  f or get  about  i t , Kane dec l ar ed. 

"J ap Sl ocum al most  t r i pped me up t he l i t t l e so and s o , " he r e-

l at ed t o me one eveni ng i n J u l y , 1939; he had i nv i t ed me to hi s 

apar t ment  at  143 Nor t h Hope St r eet  on Bunker  Hi l l  over l ook i ng the 

Los Angel es Ci t y Ha l l . "But  you know what  t hat  bast ar d di d t o 

l ose t hat  debat e? He was goi ng gr eat  guns and I  was sweat i ng 

l i k e hel l , when suddenl y he cut s l oose wi t h t he st at ement , fyou 
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l egi onnai r es �my comr ades i n ar ms �you wo ul dn ' t  do anyt hi ng so 

di s c r i mi nat o r y and Qn- .*mer i can as pas s i ng t hi s un f a i r  r es o l u t i o n . 

You c an ' t  do t hi s t o my p e o p l e . ' When Tok i e s ai d t hat , you 

s houl d have been t her e. The hush f e l l  l i k e deat h over  t he who l e 

convent i on f l o o r . Ther e was mut t er i ng. Ahhah, he s ay s 'my peopl e. 1 

Wel l , so T o k i e ' s a j ap af t er  a l l . So , t hey 'r e h i s peo p l e, ar e t hey . 

T hat ' s exac t l y what  t he r eac t i on was at  t hat  convent i on. T h at ' s 

why I  won agai n and put  Tok i e i nt o bad s t andi ng. Hahahah oh boy 

oh boy , t hat  was sur e a d a y . " 

To make doubl e s ur e t hat  no unexpec t ed oppos i t i on woul d 

c r op up i n t he 1938 Cal i f o r n i a Depar t ment  L egi on convent i on hel d 

at  Sant a Moni c a, L a i l  Kane pr esent ed hi s f i s h i ng b i l l  once agai n 

bef o r e t he gener al  s es s i o n . The mot i ons wer e al most  per f unc t o r y 

t hi s t i me. Ther e was no vocal  o ppo s i t i o n. The measur e was agai n 

pas s ed�unani mo us l y t hi s t i me; i t  was conf i r med as a Ca l i f o r n i a 

L egi on mandat e. 

I n t he ear l y sess i ons of  t he 1939 St at e L eg i s l a t u r e, St at e 

Senat or  I r wi n T . (¿ui nn i nt r oduced K ane ' s pr o po s al . I t  was known 

as t he onl y one out  of  ha l f  a dozen l i k e measur es whi ch was backed 

by t he Amer i can L egi o n. 

By t hi s t i me K an e ' s at t i t ude t owar d t he Ni s e i  as "J ap 

s t ooges" appear s t o have c r y s t a l l i z ed. He s a i d : " I ' m r ap i d l y 

bei ng convi nced t hat  t he J  .A. C . L . whi ch r epr esent s t he n i s e i  

l eader s h i p i s no t hi ng mor e t han an i nst r ument  of  t he I s s e i . You 

r ea l l y t ake your  o r der s f r om J apan. ±f  you wer e r ea l l y a pat r i o t -

i c Amer i  c an o r gan i zat i o n , you woul d suppor t  t hi s f i s h i ng b i l l  vhi ch 

i s a nat i o nal  def ens e, p a t r i o t i c pr o po s al . You shoul d know 

t hat  t he s ec ur i t y of  t he Uni t ed St at es i s menaced by t he pr esenc e of  
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f i s h i ng boat s manned by naval  r eser ve o f f i c er s of  t he I mper i al  

J apanese Nav y ." ' 

unt i r i ng ef f o r t s to see t hat  hi s message r ecei ved due publ i -

c i t y . He was not  t oo k i ndl y r ecei ved by c i t y edi t o r s of  Los 

Angel es met r opol i t an newspaper s ; h i s c al l s wer e t oo f r equent , 

t hey soon ceased t ak i ng hi m s er i ous l y . "Oh, he »s cr acked on 

t he s ubj ec t " was not  an uncommon r emar k made i n r ef er ence t o 

hi m. 

sensat i onal  ar t i c l es on hi s pet  subj ect  i nt o t he nat i onal  

magazi ne Ken (now def unc t ) , i nt o L i ber t y , i nt o Sat ur day Even-

i ng Pos t . 

J oi nt  I mmi gr at i on Commi t t ee, whose o f f i c e sec r et ar y , Mi s s 

Dor ot hy Kal t enbach, he once i nt r oduced t o me as "an ol d t i me, 

f a i t h f u l  f r i end of  mi ne." Dat a and mat er i al  f o r  t he J o i nt  I m-

mi gr at i on Commi t t ee's per i odi c mi meogr aphed r el eas es t o t he 

edi t or s of  newspaper s al ong t he ent i r e Pac i f i c coast  wer e sub-

mi t t ed by Kane. 

count y gover nment  i n Los Angel es , Kane's i nf l uence as t he No . 

1 aut hor i t y on "t he J ap pr obl em" was eas i l y ev i dent . Count y 

Assessor  J ohn R. Q,ui nn, a pr omi nent  Amer i can L egi onnai r e, was 

on sever al  occas i ons quot ed i n publ i c addr esses r epeat i ng Kane's 

war ni ngs about  t he "J ap f i s h i ng boat  menace." 

KANE SPEAKS TO A J . A . C . L . AUDI ENCE 

On Mar ch 18, 1939, L a i l  Kane was i nv i t ed by the 

D u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d , Kane bent  

Never t hel es s , Kane was success f ul  i n get t i ng 

He mai nt ai ned c l ose cont act  wi t h t he Cal i f o r ni a 

I n t he Hal l  of  J us t i c e, one of  t he cent er s of  
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Los Angel es chapt er  J apanese Amer i can Ci t i zens League t on 

speak at  a gener al  meet i ng. 

He was i nt r oduced by Dr . Mi chael  M. Ho r i i , t hen 

J . A . C . L . pr es i dent . He was i nv i t ed t o pr esent  hi s v i ews on 

t he f i s h i ng l egi s l at i o n . Kane pr oved hi msel f  a bombast i c 

speaker . He sai d he had no pr epar ed t a l k , never  used not es , 

because " I  know t hi s subj ect  by hear t �i t  cones s t r ai ght  £r o# 

my hear t . " 

Speaker  on t he same pr ogr am, a Mi chael  C as s i dy , 

was pr esent ed by t he J . A . C . L . as a sor t  of  count er bal ance t o 

Kane's appear ance. The eveni ng t ur ned i nt o a r i p- r oar i ng de-

bat e bet ween t he two speaker s ; i t  qui ck l y t ur ned i nt o a name-

cal l i ng s es s i o n. At  t he hei ght  of  t he ver bal  t hr us t s and par r i es 

Kane of f er ed t o t ake o f f  hi s coat  and "beat  t hat  l ouse t o a pul p. 

L at er , he t ol d me, "t hat  squi r t  Cass i dy d i dn ' t  know how cbse he 

came t hat  ni ght  t o a goddam gpod beat i ng. I  may be a pr et t y 

ol d man now�i n my two scor e and a hal f  maybe, but  I 'm a hel l  

o f  a l ot  s t r onger  t han t hat  t wi r p ." 

The compl et e t ext  of  Kane's t al k t hat  eveni ng 

was r ecor ded by a member  of  our  newspaper  s t a f f . I t  f o l l ows : 

"Fel l ow c i t i z ens . Up unt i l  now, I ' d l i ke t o 
congr at ul at e t he pr es i dent  and t he commi t t ee onipa ver y f i ne 
pr ogr am; f r Qm her e on, l et  y<$tl£ consc i ence be your  gui de. I  
was ver y deepl y i mpr essed at vyour  openi ng cer anony an3 t he 
pr esence of  t he Boy Sc out s . 

"A shor t  t i me ago, unt i l  an i ncr eased pr essur e 
o f  bus i ness and ot her  ac t i v i t i es pr ohi bi t ed f ur t her  wor k i n 
t he Sea Scout s , I  was one of  t he f our  men i n t he Los Angel es 
ar ea who had char ge of  a l l  Sea Scout  ac t i v i t i es . Ther e i s 
no f i ner  and more const r uct i ve wor k concei vabl e t han backi ng 
t he Boy Scout  movement . Your  ef f o r t s al ong t hat  l i ne wi l l  bear  
you f r u i t  wel l  wor t h r eapi ng. 
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"Now t he next  t h i ng i s t hat  I  came her e ent i r el y-
unpr epar ed t o make a speech. I n t he f i r s t  p l ac e, I  am not  a 
publ i c speaker  and never  made a speech i n my l i f e . The under -
s t andi ng was t hat  your  pr es i dent  was t o submi t  a l i s t  o f  ques-
t i ons t hat  t hey woul d l i ke t o have answer ed bef or e t he meet -
i ng. Wher e's t he l i s t ? Sounds l i k e Mexi co , ¿̂ui en sabe? 
Manana? Wel l , what  do you want  me to t al k about ? 

"Now, maybe one of  t hese mi ght  pr ove a f ounda-

t i on f or  f ur t her  di s c us s i on. We had a l uncheon, your  pr es i -

dent , some of  t he f o l ks of  your  o r gani zat i on, and r epr esent at -

i v es of  t he var i ous Amer i can- J apanese pr es s , and t he ques t i on 

t hat  appeal ed t o me most , t he quest i on t hat  st r uck my par t i c -

u l ar  f unny- bone most , was af t er  concedi ng t hat  I  was pr obabl y 

t he movi ng f ac t or  and t he per son who had t he gr eat es t  i nt er es t  

and who was maki ng t he most  no i se about  t hi s so- cal l ed ant i -

al i en f i s h i ng measur e, was : "Who 's i n back of  you?" "Who 's 

put t i ng up t he money?" Wel l , f r ank l y , i t  amused me a gr eat  dea l . 

I ' m t el l i ng you t hi s s i nc er el y . The t r oubl e i s nobody 's put -

t i ng i t  up. I ' m t ak i ng i t  out  of  my own s al ar y . What  t her e 

i s l ef t  I  spend f o r  gasol i ne and o i l �what  t her e i s l e f t , I  spl i t  

up and put  out  f or  bl uepr i nt s , phot ogr aphs, and goi ng t o t hese 

di f f er ent  meet i ngs and maki ng t hese var i ous t a l k s . That 's 

wher e t he money comes f r om f or  t he pur poses of  car r y i ng on 

t he wor k t hat  I  have been doi ng s i nc e 1934. 

"Af t er  I  r et ur ned f r om t he mar i t i me pr ov i nces of  

Si ber i a and had put  i n some t i me i n t he commer ci al  f i s h i ng bus-

i ness i n San Pedr o , al ong t he coast  of  Lower  Cal i f o r n i a, Mexi -

co, Cent r al  Amer i ca, why i t  was my conc l us i on t hat  t he pr oper  

and r i ght  t hi ng t o do f r om t he s t andpoi nt  of  nat i onal  secur -

i t y f or  t he benef i t  of  a l l  t he peopl e who wer e c i t i zens of  
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t hi s count r y was t o r es t r i c t  a l l  commer ci al  f i s h i ng i n t he s t at e 

o f  Cal i f o r ni a or  under  t he j u r i s d i c t i o n of  t he s t at e of  Cal i f o r n i a 

t o c i t i zens of  t he Uni t ed St at es . And s i nc e t hat  t i me, I  have 

pai d a l l  of  my own expenses and a l l  my cost s out  of  my own pock-

e t . I  even mor t gaged my aut omobi l e, bor r owed on my l i f e i nsur -

anc e, bor r owed f r om t he F eder al  gover nment  (whi ch i s a mat t er  o f  

r ecor d and can be pr oved) t o car r y on t hi s wor k . 

i ng ques t i on whi ch seems t o bot her  your  commi t t ee. 'Who was put -

t i ng up t he money? ' Of  cour se, j . have hear d a l o t  of  s t o r i es t hat  

t he Du Pont  company, t he muni t i ons peopl e, wer e back i ng me. I t  

sur e i s a myst er y t o me � i t ' s a s ec r et �and t hey ' r e sur e ho l di ng 

out  because I  hav en't  got  any of  t hei r  money y et . That  i s a def i -

ni t e st at ement  of  f ac t  made i n a bui l di ng dedi c at ed t o God. (No t e� 

t he J . A . C . L . meet i ng was bei ng hel d i n t he J apanese Uni on Chur ch at  
118 Nor t h San Pedr o St r eet  i n t he L i t t l e Tok i o d i s t r i c t  of  L . A . ) 

any woi k t fcat  I  have ever  car r i ed on. I t ' s come out  of  my own sal -

ar y , bor r owed on my own per sonal  as s et s . That , at  l eas t  as f ar  as 

I  can s ee, shoul d c l ear  up t hat  f a c t o r . . . and 1 can pr ove what  I  

say.' 

t he J apanese ac t ual l y i n spy ac t i v i t i es on our  coast ? F r ank l y I  

am not  qua l i f i ed t o answer  t hat , and I  say t hat  i n a l l  humi l i t y . 

Ar e t he J apanese ac t i v el y engaged i n espi onage? I f  t hey ' r e no t , 

t hen t hey ' r e t he onl y ' c i v i l i z e d ' nat i on on t he f ac e of  t h e ear t h 

t h at ' s not  engaged i n espi onage. No ot her  nat i on on ear t h has ever  

tt  That  happened t o be t o me at  l eas t  t he out st and-

"Nobody , anywehei e has ever  cont r i but ed one di me t o 

"What ' s t he next  ques t i on? 

"Ar e t he J apanese ac t i v el y engaged i n espi onage? Ar e 
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deni ed t hat  t hey ar e. Cer t ai nl y i t  i s per f ec t l y l o gi c al  and pr o-

per  t o i magi ne t hat  any nat i on i s engaged i n espi onage and count er -

es pi onage. I  do n ' t  bel i eve i f  t he Uni t ed St at es wer e ac t ual l y 

f o r c ed, t hat  i s , our  so- cal l ed aut ho r i t i es wer e ac t ual l y f o r c ed 

under  oat h, t o s t at e def i n i t e l y t hat  t h i s gover nment  was not  en-

gaged i n es p i onage, t hey c oul dn' t  deny t hat  t hey wer e. I t  i s a 

per f ec t l y nor mal  ac t i v i t y . Ever y nat i on i s c er t a i n l y , def i n i t e l y 

and v i t a l l y i nt er es t ed i n t he ar mament  and i n t he ar med f o r c es , 

nat ur al  r es our c es , and t he l ack of  nat u r a l  r es our c es of  any poss-

i bl e or  po t ent i al  enemy, e i t her  of  t hat  nat i on or  any of  her  al -

l i e s . And I  most  de f i n i t e l y and most  c er t ai nl y do bel i eve t hat  

J apan i s engaged i n espi onage on t he Uni t ed St at es j us t  as much 

or  mor e t han t he Uni t ed St at es i s engaged i n espi onage on J apan. 

" I ' m chai r man of  t he Nat i o nal  Def ense Commi t t ee 

o f  Navy Post  278 of  t he Amer i can L egi o n . Now, t hat  post  i s or g-

ani zed ent i r el y of  navy v et er ans �men who ser ved i n t he Wor l d 

War  i n t he Uni t ed St at es Nav y . P r ac t i c a l l y ever y one of  t hem ar e 

o f f i c er s or  en l i s t ed men i n t he Uni t ed St at es Navy t oday . I n 

t hat  post  we concei ved t wo d i f f er ent  t h i ngs . (1) L eg i s l at i o n f o r  

t he St at e of  Cal i f o r n i a t o enact  a l aw whi ch woul d r es t r i c t  a l l  

commer ci al  f i s h i ng under  t he j u r i s d i c t i o n of  t he s t at e of  Cal i f o r -

n i a t o c i t i zens of  t he Uni t ed St at es wi t hout  d i s c r i mi nat i o n, t o 

men who wer e l egal  r es i dent s of  t he s t at e of  Ca l i f o r n i a . (2) We 

s t ar t ed t he i dea t hat  t he Uni t ed St at es of  Amer i ca shoul d or gan-

i z e a vo l unt ar y gr oup composed of  t he owner s , t he o f f i c er s and 

t he men who man commer ci al  and p l eas ur e c r af t  i n t he s t at e o f  Cal -

i f o r n i a as a suppl ement ar y gr oup f or  t he pur pose of  suppl ement i ng 

t he o r gani zat i on of  t he Uni t ed St at es f or  t he pur pose of  of f - shor e 
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and i n- shor e pat r o l . Lar ge commer ci al  f i s h i ng v es s el s , l ar ge 

pl easur e c r af t s , smal l  c r af t , f or  har bor  pat r o l  and t hi ngs of  

t hat  s o r t . The t h i ng was wor ked out  i n qui t e a bi t  of  det ai l  

and t hat  pl aces me i n t hat  po s i t i o n. 

i ng of  t he b i l l  t he .amer i can Legi on has i nt r oduced i n Sacr ament o, 

i n t he f i r s t  pl ac e, i t  i s not  ant i - al i en, as I  under st and i t  i s 

your  conc l us i on. 

cause J apanese ar e not  el i gi bl e to c i t i zens h i p , and t her ef or e, 

t he b i l l  i s di s c r i mi nat or y . Most  of  t he peopl e who ar e engaged 

i n t he f i s h i ng bus i ness have r es i ded i n t hi s count r y f or  some t i me. 

I  f eel  t hat  t he maj or i t y of  t he J apanese f eel  t hat  i t  i s di scr i m-

i nat or y» 

pl ace t he b i l l  does not  r ef er  t o any al i en i n any way, shape, 

f or m or  manner . The m b i l l  mer el y and ver y def i n i t e l y amends 

sec t i on 990 of  t he F i s h and Game Code f or  t he St at e of  Cal i f o r ni a 

and i nser t s t he wor ds , "The F i s h and Game Commi t t ee of  t he St at e 

of  Cal i f o r ni a cannot  i ssue t o any per son a commer ci al  f i s h i ng 

l i c ens e unl ess t hey ar e a c i t i zen of  t he Uni t ed St at es of  Amer i -

c a, and a r egi s t er ed l egal  r es i dent  of  t he St at e of  Cal i f o r n i a. 

t hat  l aw. I t ' s been i n ef gec t  f or  20 year s . Washi ngt on has t hat  

l aw; i t ' s been i n ef f ec t  f or  25 year s . J apan has t hat  l aw. Pana-

ma has t hat  l aw. No nat i on of  any consequence i n t he wor l d wi l l  

al l ow any al i en t o engage i n t he commer ci al  f i s h i ng i ndust r y and ± 

oper at e a f i s h i ng boat  t hr oughout  i t s f o r t i f i ed ar eas , to t hr ead 

"Now, l e t ' s have your  ques t i ons . I f  you ar e speak-

tt  But  you say i t  i s not  ant i - al i en, but  i t  i s , be-

"Y/el l , maybe you got  somet hi ng t her e. I n t he f i r s t  

"The f oundat i on i n pr ecedence i s t h i s : Or egon has 
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i t s way t hr ough t he anchor ed f l eet  of  t he Uni t ed St at es , or  any 

nat i on, 24 hour s of  t he day . I t ' s j ust  abso l ut el y and def i n i t e l y 

i nconcei vabl e. I t  has never  been done anywher e except  i n t he s t at e 

of  Cal i f o r n i a. The Amer i can Legi on bel i eves t hat  s i t uat i on shoul d 

be cor r ec t ed. You j ust  di smi ss t he t hi ng f r om your  mi nd because 

y ou' r e ent i r el y t oo sel f - consc i ous . I f  you t hi nk t hat  i t  i s di r -

ect ed agai ns t  t he J apanese, f or get  i t . Don't  get  any i dea i n 

your  mi nd t hat  a l l  espi onage or  count er - espi onage/ i n t he Uni t ed 

St at es ar e J apanese. Now, wai t  a mi nut e. 

mer c i al  f i s h i ng i ndust r y i n t he Uni t ed St at es , t her e ar e mor e of  t hem 

t hat  He ar e not  J apanese t han t her e ar e J apanese. And up to dat e, 

t he J apanese have done a l l  of  t he t al k i ng. The Por t uguese and I t al -

i ans have made no ef f o r t  t o f i ght  t h i s b i l l , and we know f r om r ec-

or ds avai l abl e t o us t hat  numer i cal l y concer ni ng r es i dent  non- al i en 

or  r es i dent  al i en t hat  t her e ar e j us t  as many non- J apanese al i ens 

engaged i n t he f i s h i ng f l eet  t hat  c an' t  get  t hei r  c i t i zens hi p as 

t her e ar e J apanese. Now, i t  i s s i l l y f or  anybody t o i magi ne t hat  

any nat i on, par t i c ul ar l y J apan, woul d empl oy exc l us i vel y men of  

J apanese r ac i al  c har ac t er i s t i c s . That  was pr oved i n a t r i a l  her e 

some l es s t han a mont h ago . We know t hat . I t  j ust  i s n ' t  done. 

ed def i n i t el y f or  t he pur pose of  nat i onal  secur i t y because I  was 

t he man who i nt r oduced i t  i n t he Navy post  of  t he 17t h Di s t r i c t . 

I  i nt er oduced i t  i n t he Los Angel es Count y Counc i l . I  i nt r oduced 

i t  at  t he Nat i onal  Def ense Commi t t ee meet i ng i n Hol l ywood and i t  

was passed by 60,000 L egi onnai r es . I t  was i nt r oduced i n St ockt on 

and passed; i nt r oduced i n Sant a Lfoni ca and passed agai n/ 

agent s 

"Of  t he t ot al  number  of  al i ens i nvol ved i n t he com-

"So i t  was n ' t  poi nt ed at  t he J apanese. I t  was poi nt -



. '°n P 

(18) 

"Now i t  was not  ai med at  t he J apanese exc l us i v el y . 

I f  i t  had been, t he r eso l ut i on woul d be wor ded i n such a manner  

t hat  i t  woul d not  have r es t r i c t ed t he i s suance of  t hese comm-

er c i al  f i s h i ng l i c ens es or  r at her  i t  woul d have r es t r i c t ed t hem 

onl y to t hose al i ens i nel i gi bl e t o c i t i zens h i p . I  f ought  t hat  

bat t l e i n 1935 i n Sacr ament o. They put  t hat  pr opos i t i on t o me 

i n t he Land Hot el . They came t o me , a newspaper  o r gani zat i on; 

a nat i onal  newspaper  or gani zat i on came t o me and put  t he pr op-

os i t i on to me col d t u r k ey �"I f  you wi l l  change t he b i l l  so i t  

r es t r i c t s t hi s l i c ens e t hi ng and el i mi nat es f r om t he commer ci al  

f i s h i ng bus i ness onl y t hose al i ens t hat  ar e i nel i gi bl e t o c i t i zen-

s h i p , we wi l l  back y o u . " 

"When I  t e l l  you t hat  t hat  was a nat i onal  or gani za-

t i on wi t h pl ent y of  power , i t ' s a t empt at i on to say t he l eas t . 

" I  t o l d t hem t h i s ; and I ' l l  t e l l  you t he same, 

t e l l  t hem t he same t omor r ow. Ther e ar e t hr ee r easons t hat  1 

c an ' t . I n t he f i r s t  p l ac e, t hat  i s not  t he mandat e of  t he 

Amer i can L egi on, and I  c an ' t  v i o l at e t he mandat e of  t he L egi on. 

I t  i n t ur n pr event s a l l  al i en and a l l  non- r es i dent s of  t he st at e 

of  Cal i f o r n i a. That  i s t he mandat e of  t he Legi on t hat  was passed 

by 60,000 men unani mousl y and x c an ' t  change i t . I ' m j us t  mer e-

l y a smal l  cog i n a gr eat  bi g wheel . 

Land Hot el  i n Sacr ament o, t hat  i s a v er y def i n i t e and d i r ec t  

t hr ust  at  J apan. I t  i s not  war r ant ed. I t  i s not  j us t i f i ed . 

Unquest i onabl y J apan wi l l  pr ot est  t o t he St at e Depar t ment  of  

t he Uni t ed St at es because t he onl y al i ens t hat  at e i nel i gi bl e to 

c i t i zens hi p ar e J apanese. Tfte onl y ot her s ar e so smal l  or  i ns i g-

tr  I n t he second pl ac e, as I  t ol d t hem t her e i n the 
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n i f l ean t  or  not  wor t h not i c i ng-  n̂d i f  we wer e s uc c es f ul  i n 

v i ew of  t he pr ot es t  of  t he St at e Depar t ment  t o our  Gover nor , 

and even i f  we di d pass i t  and i t  became a l aw, whi ch i s 

qui t e an i mpr obabi l i t y , and t he Gover nor  s i gned i t , t he v er y 

f i r s t  Cour t  i t  ever  got  i nt o , t hey woul d t hr ow i t  out  because 

i t  i s i l l ega l  and w i l l  not  s t and i n Cour t . The r eason I  say 

t hi s i s s o , you cannot  di s c r i mi nat e i n St at e L eg i s l at ur e agai ns t  

any par t i c u l ar  nat i o nal i t y wher e t her e i s anot her  nat i o na l i t y 

engaged i n t he i dent i c al  bus i nes s . L e t ' s phr ase i t  t h i s way . 

I n t he f i s h i ng bus i nes s of  t he s t at e of  Cal i f o r n i a we have 

Por t ugues e, I t a l i ans and J apanese who ar e a l i en s . J apan has a 

most  f avor ed nat i onal  t r eat y . I f  we enac t ed l eg i s l at i o n whi ch 

pr oved to be or  pr oved t o pr ohi bi t  onl y t hose al i ens t hat  wer e 

i ne l i g i b l e t o c i t i z ens h i p , we woul d pr o h i b i t  onl y t he a l i en J ap-

anes e and t heal i en I t a l i an f i sher men coul d f i s h , and t he a l i en 

J apanese and al i en I t a l i an pot her  nat i ons have bot h of  t hem f av-

o r abl e nat i o na l  t r eat i es , and such a l aw woul d be i n de f i n i t e 

v i o l a t i o n of  t hose t r eat i es and t he St at e of  Cal i f o r n i a cannot  

v i o l at e a nat i onal  t r eat y . Ther ef o r e, nat ur a l l y , even t hough 

we want ed t o , t he L egi on most  dec i dedl y woul d not  be i nt er et ed. 

Get  i t  s t r ai ght  once and f o r  a l l . The L egi on most  dec i dedl y 

woul d not  be i n t er es t ed. The L egi on never  di s c r i mi nat ed agai ns t  

anybody unl es s t hey wer e def i n i t e l y ant i - Amer i  c an. We each and 

ever yone of  us ever y t i me we open our  meet i ngs t ake an obl i -

gat i on t o make r i ght  t he mast er  of  mi ght , and you« c an ' t  r econ-

c i l e t hose t o p r i nc i p l es . They wo n ' t  mi x . I ' m s o r r y . 

"L et  me ask you a ques t i o n. Wi l l  J apan al l ow f o r ei gn 

boat s t o c i r c l e t hr ough her  f l eet  24 hour s a day? 
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"No. 

"Then t hat  answer s your  ques t i on. When i t  comes 

t o nat i onal  s ec ur i t y , t hey won't  per mi t  an Amer i can c i t i zen 

t o own a s i ngl e boat  af l oat  on t he cost  of  ot her  count r i es as 

wel l  as of  J apan. They even put  t he ent i r e cr ew of  an Amer i -

can o i l  t anker  t hat  was i n command of  a J apanese p i l o t , a 

J apanese o f f i c i a l , t hat  happened t o go on t he beach of  a f o r t i -

f i ed ar ea�t hey put  t he ent i r e Amer i can cr ew i n j a i l  and kept  t hem 

i n j a i l  f or  48 hour s . 

"Now you t al k about  t he Uni t ed St at es , t he peopl e 

of  t he St at e of  Cal i f o r n i a, t r y i ng t o r es t r i c t  peopl e l i v i ng her e 

o r  ot her  nat i onal i t i es f r om engagi n i n t r anspor t i ng back and 

f o r t h t hr ough our  f o r t i f i ed ar ea and t hr ough our  f l ee t . That  i s 

a s i l l y pos i t i on t o t ak e. I t  i s ut t er l y r i d i c u l o us . I f  J apan 

al l owed i t , t hen you woul d have an or di nar y bas i s and f ac t  on whi ch 

to p l ead. I f  J apan do es n' t  al l ow i t , t hen you c er t ai n l y don't  

have a gr ound or  bas i s i br  ar gument . The poi nt  i s t hat  i f  J apan 

does n't  t h i nk i t  good po l i c y , nei t her  do we . " 

(QUESTI ON�f r om t he f l oo r  � 

"How do you f eel  t owar d t he Ni s ei ? , , 

"Wel l , t he best  way I  can expr ess t &at  i s I  r emember  a 

Ni s ei  t hat  l ong (hol di ng hi s t wo hands about  a f oot  apar t  i n a 

gest ur e of  measur i ng) and as r ed as a r o s e, *or n t o one of  t he 

c l oses t  f r i ends I  ever  had on Ter mi nal  I s l and, i n t he f i r s t  

p l ac e, you ar e c i t i zens of  t he Uni t ed St at es and i f  you accept  

t he obl i gat i ons of  c i t i zens hi p wi t h t he same s i ncer i t y and t he 

same pat r i ot i sm t hat  I  accept  t hem, I  have not hi ng but  honor  and 

r espect  f or  you. i f  you can conduct  your sel ves as c i t i zens i n 
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f avor  of  t hose t hi ngs t hat  ar e Amer i can, i f  you al l ow your -

s el ves t o be swayed by pr essur e, i nf l uenc e or  po l i t i c al  o i l  

t o suppor t  any ot her  measur e t han t hose t hat  £ ar e f or  t he 

benef i t  and secur i t y of  t he nat i on of  whi ch you ar e c i t i zens , 

I  have not hi ng but  cont empt  and t he meanest  k i nd of  cont empt . 

How I  f eel  t owar d t he Ni s ei  i s your  pr obl em, not  mi ne. How 

I  f eel  t owar d t he Ni s ei  i s ent i r el y up t o t he Ni s e i . By t hei r  

deeds and by t hei r  conduct  we ' l l  know t hem. That  shoul d answer  

t hat . 

"Do I  bel i eve t hat  you ar e a menace t o t he wel f ar e 
/ 

of  the peace of  t he Uni t ed St at es? 

" I f  t he Ni s ei  t ake advant age of  t he dual  c i t i zen-

s h i p , ac t i ng at  one t i me as .Amer i can c i t i zens , get t i ng i nf or m-

at i on or  i nt r i gui ng t hemsel ves i n t he pos i t i on of  po l i t i c a l  or  

commer ci al  i nf l uenc e, par t i c ul ar l y wi t h t he ul t i mat  e obj ect  i ve 

of  sel l i ng t hi s count r y down t he r i ver  f or  t he benef i t  of  anot her  

nat i on t o whi ch t hey ar e equal l y r espons i bl e under  dual  c i t i zen-

s hi p, t hey ar e a ver y def i n i t e and a ver y dec i ded menace t o 

t he secur i t y of  t he Uni t ed St at es of  Amer i ca. That  answer  i s 

y our s �not  mi ne. By your  act s and by your  condj t ct  y o u ' l l  be 

j udged. 

"Ther e i s no l aw agai nst  your baski ng why o r  how or  

anyt hi ng el s e. Thi s i s n ' t  a c l osed meet i ng. A l l  t hat  I  am, 

a l l  t hat  I  hol d wor t h wh i l e, I  owe t o t he honor  and pr i v i l ege of  

bei ng a c i t i zen of  t h i s count r y . That  i s t r ue of  ever y one of  

u s . " 

(QUESTI ON�f r om t he f l o o r � 

"Kan f t  somet hi ng be done about  t he J apanese f i s h i ng 
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men who cannot  get  c i t i zens hi p as t he I t a l i ans and ot her s 

can do?" 

"F r ank l y , f o l k s , t hat  has been a pr obl em. That  

has been a pr obl em i n dr awi ng up t hi s l eg i s l at i o n . I  say 

t h i s s i nc er el y . How, I  know i nt i mat el y , qui t e per sonal l y ; 

f i sher men i n t he bus i nes s ; i n f ac t  I  was engaged 34 i t ; i n 

f act . 1 was t he mar i ne super i nt endent  f or  a year  and t hr ee 

mont hs . I  know a l ot  of  t hose f el l ows qui t e wel l . I  oper -

at ed a t una c l i pper  f or  a year  and a ha l f . I t  i s my per son-

al  opi ni on t hat  t he bi g maj or i t y of  t he men r ef er r ed t o i n 

t hi s, par t i c ul ar  quest i on have been i n t he Uni t ed St at es 20 

year s or  mor e. H Bow i f  t hey have, and i f  t he f i s h i ng busi -

ness has , as t he s t at i s t i c s show i t  t o be, we show appr oxi -

mat el y $250.00 per  net  per  f i sher men per  mont h r et ur n. F i g u r e 

t hat  agai ns t  an Amer i can st andar d of  l i v i ng . $250.00 per  mont h 

per  f i sher men. Now f r om t hat  t hey t ook 22c a day on boar d t hese 

shi ps f r om t he J apanese; t hey t ook $1.27 a day f r om t he Amer i -

can�t he di f f er enc e i n t he cost  of  f ood. The Amer i cans l i ved 

i n San Pedr o and a f ew i n Long Beach, and t he maj or i t y of  t he 

J apanese l i ved on Ter mi nal  I s l and. Now t he r ent  on Ter mi nal  

I s l and i n t he canner y bar r acks , and on t he whar f  of  San Di ego , 

was $10. 00 a mont h, and many of  t he f ami l i es of  t hese J apanese 

f i sher men wor ked i n t he canner i es . Now, j ust  f r om or di nar y 

mat hemat i cs , i t  i s l ogi cal  t o concei ve t hat  i f  t hese i ndi v i -

dual  J apanese f i sher men used r easonabl enj udgment , t hey ei t her  

have a ver y def i n i t e equi t y or  consequence i n t hese f i s h boat s 

or  i n t he net s , or  have shi pped t he money out  of  t he count r y , 



(23) 

or  t hey gDt  i t  depos i t ed t o t hei r  account  her e and t hey 

ar e i n no di r e di s t r es s even t hough t hey wer e r ef used t he 

r i ght  t o engage i n t he commer ci al  f i s h i ng bus i ness . Now, 

I  say t hat  s i nc er el y . 

qui t e concer ned about  what  woul d happen t o t he c hi l dr en. I  

«¿m not  say i ng t hi s s ar c as t i c al l y . F r ank l y , she hadn't  any 

r eason t o be concer ned about  i t  at  a l l . Those men engaged 

i n t hat  bus i ness ar e i n one of  t wo pos i t i ons . They ar e i n a 

pos i t i on to r et i r e or  t hey most  c er t ai nl y can be absor bed i n 

t he canner i es ashor e and t ake t he pl ace of  Amer i can c i t i zens 

t hat  ar e now i n t he canfcery bus i ness t hat  wi l l  go af l o at . 

That ' s a per f ec t l y nor mal  and nat ur al  conc l us i on. 

l y wi t h r ef er ence to t he J apanese t hat  we ar e par t i c ul ar l y 

concer ned about . These ar e your  non- r es i dent  J apanese, t he 

hundr eds of  men who come her e f r om J apan, unl oad o f f  your  

l i ner s her e on Ter mi nal  I s l and, t aken over l and t o Ti j uana on 

bond, when bond i s di smi ssed, t hey pr oceed t o J Etosari ta Beach 

and t he canner i es send t hei r  ves sel s on, and t hese men ar e en-

gaged on boar d t hese v es s el s . Now t her e ar e 100 t hat  ar e 

engaged on boar d Amer i can document ed vessel s i n fe v i o l at i on o f  

t j e nat i onal  nav i gat i on l aws of  t he Uni t ed St at es . Men, 22, 

24, and 26 year s ol d wi t h no r i ght  to be i n t he Uni t ed St at es . 

I f  you don't  t hi nk t hat  i s t r ue, we can pr ove i t  t o be a f ac t . 

We can't  get  i t  i n t he newspaper s , but  i t  i s t r ue. We have 

t housands of  s i gnat ur es t es t i f y i ng t hat  to be a f ac t . Men 

who have been br ought  her e f r om J apan by hundr eds , young men, 

n Ther e was a young l ady , a t ypi cal  woman, who was 

"Ther e i s one f ac t o r  t hat  has been over l ooked ent i r e-
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men who ar e s t i l l  i n t he r eser ve of  t he J apanese I mper i al  

Navy and J apan acknowl edgeds i t  t o be t r ue. A def i n i t e 

st at ement  of  f ac t  i s sued f r om Tokyo i t s el f  by cabl e t o t he 

Uni t ed St at es acknowl edges t hat  i t  i s ver y pr obabl e t hat  

t hese men ar e o f f i c er s and men i n t he r eser ve of  t he I mper i -

al  J apanese Wavy. We ar e not  guess i ng. That 's t he men wer e 

af t er . That 's t he men we' r e goi ng t o st op f r om emer gi ng 

engagi ng i n t he commer ci al  f i s h i ng bus i ness of  Cal i f o r n i a; 

f r om oper at i ng t hr ough our  f l eet  24 hour s a day ; f r om oper a-

t i ng t hr ough our  f o r t i f i ed ar eas , and i f  you do n ' t  t hi nk t he 

Amer i can Legi on i s goi ng t o s t op t hem, you'd bet t er  st op t hem." 

(DI SCUSSI ON�st at ement  vol unt eer ed by Fr ed Tayama: 

" I  r egar ds t o t he peopl e who ar e comi ng her e f r om Mexi c o , I  

t al ked t o t he sec r et ar y of  t he Amer i can F eder at i on o f  L abor . 

He sai d t hat  i n the past  t hat  has been do ne. ") 

"I 2B11 t el l  you wher e i t  s t ar t ed. I t  s t ar t ed when 
Who 

t hey had a s t r i ke down t her e i n San Pedr o . H» s t ar t ed t hat  

s t r i k e? I 'm t hor oughl y and abso l ut el y convi nced t hat  t he 

canner s s t ar t ed i t . Who ar e t he canner s? Al i en J apanese and 

al i en I t a l i ans . What  happened af t er  t hey or gani zed i t ? They 

br oke t he s t r i k e. Now t her e'r e two uni ons- - c i t i zens and a l i ens . 

And the Amer i can F eder at i on of  Labor  i s t he al i en or gani zat i on 

and t hat  i s t he or gani zat i on y ou' r e t al k i ng about . What  t hey 

do f or  t he Uni t ed St at es pr ov i ded t he canner s t ol d them t o . 

Any t i me t he canner s woul d do anyt hi ng f or  t he Uni t ed St at es 

of  Amer i ca i s because t he per cent age of  pr o f i t  i s on t hei r  

s i de. I f  t hey ever  put  a s i l ver  do l l ar  i n f r ont  of  t hei r  

f ace t hey c oul dn't  see J esus on a cr oss 10 f eet  away. I f  
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pr o f i t  i s on t he ot her  s i de of  t he f enc e, t hey are Amer i -

cans . 

have on hand and t he l et t er s I  have on hand t hat  t he maj or -

i t y of  t he I t a l i ans engaged i n t he f i s h i ng bus i ness i n t he 

Uni t ed St at es and t he Por t uguese c an't  get  c i t i zens h i p . Ther e 

ar e j us t  as many al i ens engaged i n t he f i shi ng bus i ness t oday 

t hat  c an' t  get  c i t i zens hi p as t her e ar e J apanese t hat  ar e l eg-

al  r es i dent s of  t he Uni t ed St at es . Thei r  r ecor ds wi l l  bur n i n 

t he f i r e or  somet hi ng. You r emember  t he f i r e of  1906. The 

J apanese f el t  so badl y about  i t . 

J apanese par ent s has no c i v i l  r i ght s i n Canada? Now, Canada 

i s t he near est  t hi ng t her e i s i n t he way of  a po l i t i c a l  f or m 

of  gover nment  t o t hat  of  t he Uni t ed St at es . Do you know t hat  

t he f i r s t  or  second gener at i on bor n of  J apanese par ent s c an ' t  

vot e i n Canada? I f  you do n ' t , i t  won' t  be har d t o l ook up. 

A l s o , di d you know t hat  t he same sor t  of  t h i ng appl i es t o chi l -

dr en of  J apanese par ent age i n Per u? 

hemi spher e whi ch chal l enge your  r i ght  t o c i t i zens hi p . Thi nk 

t hat  over  c ar ef ul l y . Let  i t  s i nk i n . Remember , by your  deeds 

wi l l  ye be j udged." 

tt  I ' m t hor oughl y convi nced f r om t he i nf or mat i on I  

H How many of  you know t hat  a J apanese chi l d bor n o f  

"Now t her e ar e pr ecedent s r i ght  her e i n t he west er n 
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LAI L THOMAS KANE 

J apanf 6 Re;oC3fic 

Shor t l y af t er  Pear l  Har bor , L a i l  Kane was among 

t he f i r s t  among Los Angel es Count y empl oyees t o cl amor  f o r  

"r emovi ng J aps f r om c i v i l  s er v i c e�t hey ' r e a menace." 

I n t he Sept ember  30, 1939, i ssue of  t he Sat ur day 

Eveni ng Pos t , Kane had been quot ed as s ay i ng: "The Ni s ei s ar e 

t r y i ng har d to be Amer i cans . I  bel i eve t hat  i n t hr ee or  f our  

gener at i ons t hey wi l l  be a l l  r i gj i t , but  r i ght  now, wi t h so 

many I s s ei s a l i v e, t he Ni s ei s J ust  c an' t  r i s e above r ac i al  

c l ai ms , i n my opi ni on, based on human nat ur e. T hat ' s why, 

i n case of  war , I ' d i nt er n t hem. On t he ot her  hand, we 

mus t n't  f or get  t hat  t hey ar e Amer i can c i t i zens wi t h j us t  as 

much l i ght  t o be her e as you and I . " 

The l ast  not e of  f ai r nes s i nj ec t ed i nt o t he quot a-

t i on was i n ac t ual i t y pl aced t her e by t he wr i t er  of  t he maga-

zi ne ar t i c l e quot i ng Kane. .Magner  Whi t «, t he aut hor , t ol d 

t hi s t o me dur i ng hi s pr epar at i on f or  wo i k i ng on t he ar t i c l e , 

whi ch was ent i t l ed "Bet ween Two F l ags . " Whi t e sai d at  t hat  

t i me: "Kane i s ext r emel y dogmat i c about  hi s opi ni ons . He 

i s not  nec es s ar i l y mot i vat ed by a des i r e t o be f a i r . He i s 

an ext r emi s t  i n many ways . I ' d say he's one t r ac k . " 

On J anuar y 22, 1942, L a i l  Kane cal l ad by t el ephone 

t o my o f f i c e . Our  conver sat i on went  as f o l l ows : 

"Togo, t he Raf u Shampoo i s a deadte duck; you'd bet t er  

get  r eady t o d o s e i t  u p . " 

"We' r e s t i l l  doi ng bus i nes s . " 

"Mar k my wor ds , you haven't  got  a ghost  of  a chance 

t o sur v i ve. I n a shor t  t i me ever y k i t  and kaboodl e one o f  
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you Ni s e i s and J ackal s wi l l  be under  guar d. Don't  s ay I  

d i dn ' t  t e l l  y o u . " 

" I ' v e j us t  i nves t ed i n a pr oduce bus i nes s . I  

hope t o get  s t ar t ed t owar d f i nanc i a l  i ndependence t h i s y ea r . " 

"Ar e you k i ddi ng me? Do n ' t  pu l l  t hat  s t u f f  on me, 

sonny bo y . " 

" I ' m not  k i dd i ng; you can check . Osage Pr oduce 

Company�sevent h s t r eet  vi i ol esal e mar k et . " 

"Now l et  me gi ve you some adv i c e. You shoul d know 

t he J apanese f ai mer s ar e on t hei r  way o ut . F or  i ns t anc e, 

t he Ar my r i ght  t hi s day i s s t r i ngi ng up mi l i t ar y communi ca-

t i ons l i nes i n t he Pal os Ver des h i l l s . Ther e ar e J apanese 

f ar mer s t her e now; t hey wo n ' t  be t her e l o ng. I f  your  bus i nes s 

depends on t hese f ar mer s , wher e wi l l  your  bus i nes s wi nd u p . 

You mi ght  as wel l  f ac e i t . Mass i nt er nment  i s go i ng t o com>e. 

Why, don' t  you know t hat  a number  o f  n i s e i  wer e doi ng ac t i v e 

sabot ags at  Pear l  Har bor ? " 

"What  do you. mean mass evacuat i on? Ar en ' t  t hey go-

i ng t o r ecogni ze t he l oyal  ones?" 

"Do n ' t  pu l l  t hat  s t u f f  on me. Ti ou ought  t o know bet -

t er  by now. You t e l l  me whi ch ar e t he l oyal  ones . Bes i des , 

i f  we get  a bombi ng her e, some of  t he men who see a J apanese 

f ac e wi  11 r un amuck. J us t  i magi ne, a guy c ar r y i ng out  t he . 

dead body of  h i s wi f e f r om t he r ui ned wr eckage of  h i s home, 

shat t er ed by a J ap bomb. You t hi nk h e ' s goi ng t o ask you i f  

y o u ' r e a l oy al  N i s e i . Hel l  no , h e ' l l  j us t  see a J apanese f ac e 

and t ear  i nt o i t , t h a t ' s a l l . For  y o ur  own pr o t ec t i o n, i t ' s 

bet t er  t hat  you go i nt o a camp." 
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"Suppose a man do es n' t  want  t o go i nt o a camp? Sup-

pose he ' s per f ec t l y wi l l i ng t o t ake a chance t hat  he may be 

r i pped t o p i ec es as you say by someone who ' s r un amuck? I f  

h e ' s a good l oyal  Amer i can c i t i zen , s ho ul dn' t  he have hi s 

choi ce about  t he mat t er ?" 

"He l l , no . No one but  God and t he i ndi v i dual  knows 

whose l o y al . The F . B . I , i s not  as smar t  as God. do n ' t  l et  

t hem k i d you. Bes i des , r emember  t he l i nes i n Shakespear e? 

'Met hi nks he pr o t es t et h t oo muc h . ' Wel l , t he Ni s e i  who have 

been wav i ng Ol d Gl or y ar ound so l ong, t hey have been pr ot es t -

i ng t oo much. Now l ook her e, Togo, i f  I  wer e an agent  wor k-

i ng f or  Ger many, why s ho ul dn ' t  I  pose under  t he pat r i o t i s m o f  

t he Uni t ed St at es ? Why s houl dn't  I  dr ape mysel f  wi t h t he s t ar s 

and s t r i pes ? Nope, .you've got  t he i s s ue bef o r e y ou, and y o u 'v e 

got  t o f ac e i t . I  hope y o u ' l l  be i n pr o t ec t i ve cus t ody bef o r e 

t he bl ow s t r i k es . I  hope your  f ami l i es won' t  be s epar at ed. 

Th i s i s a l ong war  wera* i n i br �s ev en year s dur at i on. Remember  

my wor ds , Togo. I ' l l  c al l  you aga i n . " 

NI SE I  SHOULD BE DEPRI VED OF U . S . CI TI ZEN SHI P�Kane 

Amer i can- bor n J apanese who have dual  c i t i z ens h i p 

shoul d be depr i v ed of  t hei r  Amer i can c i t i z en s h i p , L a i l  Kane 

has ur ged f or  y ear s . I n t he mont hs i mmedi at el y bef or e evac-

uat i o n , Kane i ndi c at ed i n conver sat i ons wi t h me t hat  he f el t  

"t he day i s comi ng when t he Ni s e i  wi l l  have t hei r  c i t i zens h i p 

t aken away f r om t hem." Asked i f  he woul d ai d i n t hat  move-

ment , he s a i d : " I  know some i n j us t i c e wi l l  be done t o a f ew 

who ar e l o y a l . But  t h i s i s a nat i on i n whi ch we ar e concer ned 
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wi t h t he wel f ar e of  t he maj o r i t y . You bet  I ' l l  be i n t her e 

p i t c hi ng�and pi t c hi ng pl ent y har d. " 

per sons o f  J apanese par ent age shoul d be chal l enged appar ent -

l y i s as c l ose t o K ane' s i nt er es t  as t he f i s h i ng measur e. 

Char l es F er guson, whom I  l as t  saw i n J anuar y , 1943, and who 

t hen was Di r ec t or  of  Adul t  Educat i on at  Manzanar , Cal i f o r ni a, 

once made a st udy of  t he - amer i can J apanese pr obl em f o r  hi s 

Mas t er 's t hes i s at  U . C . L . A . I n t he cour se of  gat her i ng dat a, 

he sai d he had i nt er v i ewed L a i l  Kane. He r ec al l ed h i s meet i ng 

wi t h Kane: 

met  one. He t ook me to one of  t hose pl aces t hat  l ooked l i k e a 

di v e, and he had mor e t o dr i nk t han he us ual l y does I  t hi nk be-

cause he gpt  k i nd of  c onf i dent i al . He sur e hat es t he Ni s e i ' s 

gut s , tie sai d he l i ked you, Togo; he sai d you wer e an ex-

cept i on and c oul dn't  c l ai m to be r epr esent at i ve of  t he Ni s e i . 

He i s an i nt er es t i ng duck. He cuddl es wi t h hi s wi f e ; you know 

s he' s t he st out  mat r onl y k i nd, t al k s baby t al k . He c al l s her  

' dear i e ' and a l l  t he endear i ng l i t t l e t er ms. We l ef t  her  and 

went  t o t hi s di ve l i ke p l ac e. Af t er  a whol e f l ock off  mar t i ni s 

and s t u f f , you know what  he suggest s? That  we go t o a pl ace 

he knows wher e he can get  women.' Boy oh boy, what  a guy . " 

l as t  year . Bot h Fer guson, and hi s wi f e L o i s , who t aught  i n 

t he Cent er  school , wer e empl oyed by t he W.B.A. i n t he educat i on 

depar t ment . 

Thi s f eel i ng t hat  t he U . S . c i t i zenshi p of  nat i ve- bor n 

"L a i l  Kane i s qui t e a guy� a v i c i ous man i f  I  ever  

Thi s st or y was r el at ed t o me by Fer guson at  Manzanar  

�mor e t o kum� 


