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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, there appears to be a movement on foot to return the Japanese
now stationed in Japanese Re-Location centers to their former pre-war homes,
farms and places of business, on the assumption that they can, through their
farming ability and in other ways, contribute %o the war effors, and on the
further assumption that the great majority of them are loyal American subjects;
and

WHEREAS, beglnning with December 7th, 1941 a just and understandable hatred
has developed in the coastal areas against the Japanese, foreign or American born,
& hatred which has been intensified to the danger point due to recent developments
in the Pacifioc theatre of war; that we have among us many parents and relatives
of boys who have lost their lives in the conflict with the Japanese, or who are
now in Japanese prison camps; that there are great numbers of service men now
stationed on the Pacific Coast, who have been in actual combat with the Japanese,
and have seen their comrades killed or wounded by the Japanese; and

WHEREAS, we are convinced that in the interest of the safety of our
people, as a precaution against the sabotage of our vital war plants, and for
the safety of the Japanese people themselves, these Japanese must not be returned
to their homes.

HOW, THEREFCRE, BE IT RESOLVED: by the Placentia Post 277 Ameriocan Legion
of Placentia, California, that we do go on record as most strongly opposing any
move %o have the Japanese, either foreign or American born, returned to their
homes in the Pacific Coast area, now or at any later datej and

BE IT FURTHFR RESOLVED: That the ’asanese now :tationod in sueh Re-Location
centers be placed under the jurisdiction of the Army, which is most fully capable

and qualified to ;oiem and maintain such centers, and that the Army officers

. be given full and exclusive authority to deeide any question of bringing Japanese
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people into the Pacific Coast area, under any conditions; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that immediate steps should be taken te enact the
necessary legislation to effect the placing of all Japanese farm machinery
in the hands of farmers in need thereof; and

BE IT PURTHER RESOLVED, that it is the opinion and judgement of the
Placentia Post of the American Legion that no Japanese, whether born in Japan
or Amerioa, should be permitted to live or reside on the Pacific Coast after peace
has been declared, as said Japanese would constitute a oconstant menace and danger
to both eitizens and preperty.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that it is the opinion and judgement of the
Placentia Post of the American lLegion that after peace has been declared that those
of the Japanese race, whether American born or otherwise, be either sent baeck to
Japan or removed to locations in the middle Western states.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVEDs; that ocopies of this Resclution be mailed %o the

Evacuation and Resettlement Study of the University of California located ab

207 Giannini Hall, Berkeley, California; the American Legiony Orange County Couneily
United States senators Johnson and Downey, and Congressman Phillips, and sush
other offielials and official bodies as may have any part in the decision as to
whether or not the Japanese are to be returned to their former homes.

I hereby certify that the above and foregoing resolution was duly and
- regularly passed and adopted by the Placentia Post of the American Legion at a
regular meeting thereof held on the 25th day of May, 1943,
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THE AMERICAN LEGION
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I. PLEASE. call a meeting, or present the enclosed resolution as quickly
as possible,

2. Read the resolution at the meeting and have your members discuss
it.

3. Pass the resolution and have all possible signatures on page 2, if you
need more space, annex necessary sheets and number them in rotation, attach-
ing them to the resolution.

4. Date resolution and MAIL BACK to Post 97 American Legion, Port-
land, Ore. AT ONCE, TIME IS SHORT.

5. Have every friend and citizen write his congressman for removal of Japs

angﬁ\?ul\i;na from this coast.

6. Resolutions will be presented at Washington D. C. immediately.

7. Have your local newspaper carry a copy of the resolution and urge
lightning speed on part of the citizens for this law.
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THE AMERICAN LEGION
DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA
117 Veterans Building
San Francisco

The following seven resolutions were adopted un

American Legion War Council, Department of Cal;iﬁfn é;at its me

the Hotel Hayward, Los Angeles, Monday, Jamu : 5t§,j}9u2, and ar

#

ol
mitted to your Post for its information and guidance.

Department Adjutant

- RESOLUTION

WHEREAS THE PROGRAM OF THE AIRCRAFT WARNING SERVICE has been presented to the
Veterans Organizations of the State of California by Governor Culbert
L. Olson and

WHEREAS the Veterans Organizations have been given the opportunity of render-
ing this service during the duration in the capacity of the Organiza-
tion and Supervision of each Interceptor Command Post, end

WHEREAS the Department Commander of the American Legion of the State of Calif-
ornia in cooperation with other veterans organizations had accepted
this very necessary program for Civilian and Industrial Protection,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: That the California American Legion War
Council in session in Los Angeles Monday, January 5th, 1942, does
hereby accept the program presented by the Governor of the State of
California, known as the Aircraft Warning Service, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVID: That the Department of California American Legion,
through its area, district and post commanders, notify all Legion-
naires throughout the State that it now becomes their duty to
conscientiously and energetically see that this program is carried
out to a successful completion, and

EE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Commander of every Post immediately upon
notification, appoint the necessary personnel from within his Post
to organize, recruit -all eligible persons and maintain such stations
so that the success of this program will be assured.

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, Many citizens of California are enlisting in the Auxiliary Police
and Fire Fighting units of the Cities and Counties of this State,
and

WHEREAS, These auxiliary groups will serve without pay in both the training
period and during the actual participation in disasters or air raids,
and

WHEREAS, Compensation rules and regulations of the State of California do not
permit the blanketing in of volunteer auxiliary workers affording
them the protection of compensation coverage should they be in-
Jured or killed;

NOW THERTFCRE, .BE IT RESOLVED by the WAR COUNCIL of THE AMERICAN LEGION,
DUFARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA, in meeting assembled this 5th day of
Jamuary, 1942, that the State Legislature of the State of California
be petitioned to enact such legislation as will permit the consti-
tuted authorities to cover all volunteer workers employed by the
State or any of its political divisions with adequate compensation
insurance, comparable with the protection afforded to paid employees.




THE AMERICAN IEGION
DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA
117 Veterans Building
San Francisco

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, The Department Convention of the American Legion

in session at Sacramento August 10 - 13th, 1941, adopted the following
resolution relative to the Maritime Academy:

WHEREAS, the California Legislature Stth session,
recognizing the value of the California Maritime Academy as
a State Educational Institution, and further recognizing the
necessity and desirability of implementing said California
Maritime Academy with adecuate facilities to carry on its
work; after thorough investigation and prolonged hearing,
enacted an appropriation measure sufficient to provide the
California Maritime Academy with proper facilities; and

WHEREAS, said appropriation bill known as Assembly
Bill 1078 was pocket vetoed by the Governor, and said
California Maritime Academy is now without proper facilities,
and unable to perform its proper function of training addi-
tional officers for the Merchant Marine so important to the
National Defense Progrem; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that if and when a
special session of the Legislature be called, the Governor
be and is hereby requested to include among the matters for
the Legislature to consider and act upon, the matter pro-
viding an appropriation to provide facilities for training
at the California Maritime Academy on San Francisco Bay and
its tributaries, said site having been donated without cost
to the State, and accepted by the Board of Governors of the
California Maritime Academy.

WHEREAS, the California Legislature is in Special Session
at the present time under a call that would permit the consideration of
such defense legislation.

WHEREAS, world conditions arising subsequent to the Depart-
ment Convention of August 10 - 13 - 1941, now more than ever require the
enactment of such Legislation;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED That the Department Chairman of the
Legislation of the American Legion have prepared, present and press for
a successful conclusion by The California Legislature in Special Session,

suitable Legislation to accomplish the adequate support of the California

Maritime Academy.




THE AMERICAN LEGION
DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA
117 Veterans Building
San Francisco

BESOLUZRION

WHEREAS, the Department Convention of the American Legion in session

at Sacramento August 10-13, 1941 adopted the following resolution relative to .

Communism: s
WHERFEAS, the international situation finds Russia temporarily on

the side of the democracies in the common necessity of defeating and
destroying Nazi totalitarianism; and

WHEREAS, that common purpose seems to require that the government
of the United States of America furnish war materials and financial aid

to Russia; and

WHEREAS, such international situation has encouraged commnists and
their fellow travellers within the United States, masquerading under a
pretense of loyalty to this country, to seek, frequently and too often
with success, positions of trust and responsibility in government and
industry, which positions they would use for the destruction of our
government;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that our present situation calls
for greater, not less, diligence in combating the subversive activities
of communists and their fellow travellers within our borders; and to that
end

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that The American Legion do all in its
power to cause the removal of all such persons from office, or other
positions of responsibility; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we again denounce Communism and
Nazism as equal enemies of Democracy.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the War Council of the American Legion
Department of California reiterate the position of the Department Convention at

Sacramento, and ask for full observance of this resolution by our people.

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the F. B, I, has performed a splendid service for the
Nation in this War crisis in handling espionage and alien enemy problems;

WHEREAS, in the performance of such duties, the F. B. I, has availed
themselves of the services of more than 30,000 members of the American Legion;

WHEREAS, the problems of the F. B. I. have greatly increased since
the Declaration of war;

NOW, THPREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED That the Department of California

American Legion reaffirm its confidence in the F. B. I. and again offer its

full cooperation and assistance in the prevention of sabotage, espionage and

subversive activities.
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THE AMERICAN LEGION
DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA
117 Veterans Building
San Francisco

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS the United States of America is at war, and

WHEREAS, California and the other coastal states of our nation are in the combat
zone, and

WHEREAS, it should be the desire of all Americans in every State to share the
cost, the responsibility and danger of repelling possible invasion and
of speedily winning the war;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the War Council of the American Legion, Depart-
ment of California, urges the adoption of the following defense policy;

Offense against the enemy and defense of our shores against invasion is
the function of the United States Army and Navy. This Department pledges
its full support in obtaining enlistments for our armed forces and in
aiding in the full operation of the selective service law.

Americans capable of special service should not be rejected by the army
and navy for slight defects such as flat feet, impaired vision, loss of a
finger or missing teeth but should be enlisted in the Federal armed forces
and utilized in desk work, shop work, motor transport, commnications,
protection of defense installations, bridges, tunnels, canals and the per-
formance of similar duties.

The California State Guard should be a State organization to uphold the
tignity and anthority of the State of California in maintaining law and
order and in sugmenting State, County and City authorities in the event
of flood, fire, riot or other disaster.

Should sudden attack threaten any part of our State, local defense should
be organized by the State Guard until the situation can be taken in hand
by Federal forces. Protection of the other States of the United States
against invasion through California should not be the burden of this State
alone but should be the responsibility of our National Government.

The Guard should be well officered, well trained, fully equipped and ade-
quately financed for emergency duty.

All Legionnaires and citizens physically qualified should enroll for and
participate in Civilian Defense. A coordinated program and competent,
trained leadership with definite authority should be provided at once.

Every American citizen must buy Defense Bonds to the limit of his ability.
. BE IT FURTHER RES D that the Legislature of the State of California be and

ﬁ“\\ \ hereBy urged to enact appropriate State Legislation for effecting this
N\ gram and to memorialize Congress to enact necessary Federal legislation.
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4££§£§Jﬂ;;EREAS, there is at this time a state of war existing between the United States
and the Axis Countries; and

WHEREAS, the principles and ideals of the American Legion have at all times been
to protect the American citizen and to maintain law and order; and

WHEREAS, within the State of California there are at the present time thousands of
enemy aliens being allowed to roam the State with very little supervision;
and -

WHEREAS, many of these aliens are residing in strategic locations where they could
at a moment's notice commit very destructive acts of sabotage and espion-

age;




NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the War Gouncil of the American Legion of the
State of California, in regular meeting assembled at Los Angeles, Calif-
ornia, on Jamuary 5th, 1942, does hepelty demand that immediate steps be
taken by the constituted authorities tec see that 2ll such enemy aliens
be placed in concentration camps and that the land and/or property owned
or operated by such aliens be placed under government supervision for the
duration of the war;

IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all Japanese who are known to hold dual citizen-
ship also be placed in concentration camps and that the land a.nd/or pro-
perty owned or operated by such Japanese be placed under government super-
vision for the duration of the war;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all schools taught in enemy axis languages be immedi-
x ately closed and that none be allowed to reopen during the duration of

the war.




Text of American Legion Protest on
Racial Discrimination

Following is the text of a resolution that originated with Northfield
Post No. 84, was adopted by the Third District convention of June 20,
1943, and on Aug. 21, 1943, was passed by the State convention of the
American Legion, Department of Minnesota.

This resolution is being circulated by the Northfield Post No. 84.
The text:

Whereas, the Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitution of
the United States guarantees equal protection, under the law, to
all persons irrespective of race, eolor, or creed, and

Whereas, one of the cardinal principles of the American
Legion is its support of the Constitution of the United States, and

Whereas, at its National convention in 1942, the American
Legion accepted as one of its war aims the following statement:
“We condemn religious prejudices, racial or national antagonisms
as weapons of our enemies,” and

Whereas, there appeared in the official publication, the
American Legion Magazine, for June, 1943, an article entitled
“Japs In Our Yard,” by one Frederick G. Murray, M.D., which
urged, among other proposals, that native-born American citi-
zens of Japanese descent, without regard of proved loyalty or
good character, be re-located on islands in the Pacific ocean—in
direct violation of our constitutional guarantees—and urged this,
not as a military measure but as a social, political, and economic
poliey.

Therefore, be it resolved, that we, the Department of Minne-
sota, the American Legion, do vigorously protest against our
National magazine being used to foster race diserimination and
hatred, in violation of the constitution of the American Legion
and the Constitution of the United States.

Be it further resolved, that the officials in charge of the publi-
cation of both the American Legion Magazine and the National
Legionnaire, be instructed that it shall be their policy not to
permit the publication of such articles as urge or advocate poli-
cies in confliet with the basic principles of the American Legion,
and

Be it further resolved, that this resolution be submitted to the
National Legion Publications commission at the National con-
vention at Omaha, for adoption by said eommission, and

Be it further resolved, that this resolution be submitted to
the National Legionnaire for publication in the first available
issue.

For authoritative information and correct answers to the distortions
of fact, half-truths and deliberate misstatements being circulated, con-
sult the following:

94H ARPER’S MAGAZINE, September and October, 1942, and June,
1943 '

TOLAN REPORT of Congressional hearings on Defense Migration

CHRISTIAN CENTURY, series of articles beginning Aug. 11, 1943,
by Galen M. Fisher

WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY, Washington, D. C., the agency
created by the Commander-in-Chief of the armed forces, to relocate
loyal Japanese citizens and law-abiding aliens.

ARTHUR S. HOUSTON, SPECIAL RESOLUTIONS
Post Commander COMMITTEE:

CHAUNCEY M. LARSEN, *EVERETT D. PHELPS
Incoming Commander VINCENT R. HUNT
ANDREW MELDAHL

*Address all correspondence to Mr. Phelps.
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A Statement on the

JAPANESE

Hood River Post No. 22, American Legion,
erected the Memorial Service Plaque to honor
citizens, and the sons and daughters of citizens.

Through an error, the names of Japanese who,
we maintain, are not yet citizens, were included.
Because of reasons here set dowm it became ne-
cessary to erase those names. It is, and has been,
the policy of the Japanese Empire to regard all
persons born of Japanese parents as citizens of
the Japanese Empire, regardless of where they
were born. Prior to the war all children of Jap-
anese parentage were registered with the Japan-
ese Consuls as citizens of Japan. However, the
laws of Japan, as passed in 1916, and amended
in 1925, permitted persons born in this country
of Japanese parents to renounce their Japanese
citizenship. We have no records of such re-
nunciation here. We are therefore compelled
to regard all Japanese as aliens until they have
completed their tour of service in the Armed
Forces and/or their status has been determined
by competent authority.

Beginning in January, 1942, this Post and the
National American Legion repeatedly petitioned
the Congress of the United States to initiate le-
gislation to define the status of and set up prop-
-er controls for Japanese both alien and Ameri-
can-born,




Realizing that induction of Japanese into the
Armed Forces would confuse the issue and de-
lay decision, the Legion protested the use of
Alien or American-born Japanese in the Armed
Forces. These repeated requests and protests
were not given serious consideration. However,
the request for evacuation of Japanese from this
county received prompt consideration. The
Evacuation Order by the Commanding Officer
of the Western Defense Command was car-
ried out promptly, with courtesy and dispatch.
No Japanese were excepted from this Order.

With the sobering realization of the serious
reverses of 1942 in mind, Americans every-
where buckled down to the grim task of war.

No thinking person on the West Coast under-
estimated the threat to the public security im-
posed by a clever well-organized and well-dis-
ciplined Japanese minority among us.

First things came first, and, as long as the
possibility of Axis victory existed, we Ameri-
cans were busy producing and fighting for vic-
tory; the Japanese, evacuated from critical coast
areas, waited only (for their expected victorious
return to, and control of, the coveted Pacific
slope with all its wealth.

Though we cannot see the end, we now know
we are on that long grim road to Victory. The
Japanese also know it and are anxious to take
up the old sure game of infiltration by repro-
duction, looking forward to the time that they
will again bid for domination of the Pacific
Area.

About forty-five years ago, the first Japanese
came here as common laborers. Shortly thereaf-
ter they began buying land and “picture brides”
were imported. In 1923, purchase of land by
alien-born Japanese was prohibited by State law.
Very quickly a detour around this law was de-
vised. Land was bought for minor and infant
Japanese. By almost annual child-bearing the
“picture brides” furnished a broad highway to

the ownership of the best lands on the West
Coast.

About twenty years ago, two types of Japan-
ese appeared to direct and control all persons
of Japanese ancestry—the leaders (the Matt
Yasui type) who were the bankers that select-
ed the quasi land owners and financed their op-
erations. Matt Jasui, the business leader of the
Japanese in Hood River is alien born, a graduate
of an American University and was formerly
a director of the Apple Growers Association
and a member of at least one service club. He
was the second Japanese picked up by the F. B.
I. in Hood River County after Pearl Harbor.
He has three sons. The eldest Minoru, grad-
uated from the University of Oregon, was a
Reserve Officer trained in the R. O. T. C.
there. Shortly after his graduation he entered
the employ of the Japanese Consul at Chicago,
Illinois. After the promulgation of the Curfew
Order by the Western Defense Command, he
came back to Oregon and was the first to de-
liberately violate that order. He was sen-
tenced to one year in the Federal Penitentiary.
He is now at liberty. He is Class 4-C.

Ray (Chop) Yasui, the second son, operated
a fruit ranch here. He was, of course, evac-
uated and is now at liberty, Class 4-C.

Roku Yasui is now in the U. S. Army. Class
I-C.

Matt Yasui is still in custody at Santa Fe,
New Mexico.

These leaders organized Japanese-American
societies, screened high school and college
graduates for Keibis (American-born Japanese
who have been in Japan for indoctrination), and
controlled the Nisei (American-born Japanese),
directing them in their occupations and actions
for the good of the Empire. These men were
usually agents of the Japanese government. The
other type was known as Buddhist Priest, or
Missionary (either Buddhist or Christian.)




Their occupation was to build Buddhist temples
and community houses. The operations of the
Black Dragon society and general undercover
work came from these temples. Many of the so-
called priests were officers of the Japanese
Army and Navy. The community houses were
for rural communities. They were used for the
occasional meetings of adults and the almost
daily (afternoon) assembly of grade-school
children. These meetings were called language
schools. They taught Shinto, the Japanese way
of life, and worship of the living descendant of
the Sun God. the Emperor. From earliest child-
hood, American-born Japanese were carefully
screened from the American way of life. The
public schools had them a few hours a day, five
days a week for nine months a year, but paid
Shinto teachers and Shinto parents had them
all the other days and hours. They were, and
are, Shinto. And so the financing of coolie
Japanese, Keibis and Nisei, went on. Their ever-
increasing families continued to grow with al-
most regular annual addition. So, although im-
migration was prohibited, Japanese population
grew at an astonishing rate. The result of care-
ful supervision in finance and indoctrination
were a shock to the people of the Pacific Coast
states after Pearl Harbor.

Here in Hood River, in a very few years, the

Japanese colony grew to almost exactly ten per

cent of the population. They owned 2,898 acres,

7.8 per cent of total farm land in Hood River
county; 1,596 acres in orchards, 15.7 per cent of
total orchards; and 241 acres in truck and pota-
toes, 76 per cent of that total. However, they
owned 40 per cent of the Bartlett pear produc-
tion in this county and the final check-up showed
they owned 20 per cent, in dollar value, of all
farm production in 1941. It is an astonishing to-
tal. The Japanese do not have the highest per-
acre production, their man hours per unit of
value is much higher than that of other farmers.

Japan R,
Panese Relocation p.

Bancroft Library

Their good showing is the result of careful su-~
pervision (by men like Yasui) in purchase of the
best land only, the unfailing industry of men,
women, and children.

The above should have been the story of a
valuable group of citizens, but for their own
practice of racial segregation. They, not the
white people, enforced it. They are a pleasant,
courteous people and, if they had so desired,
could have had a large part in the civil and so-
cial life of the community. They are Shinto,
Japan is their sacred homeland. Their earnings
here were deposited in Japanese banks like Yo-
kohama Specie, or invested in Japanese govern-
ment and corporate securities—that does not
except the American-born Japanese.

We agree with the teachings of all church-
men of America and the attitude of all good
Christian people that we should love our neigh-
bor as ourself. We are expressly admonished
by the Scriptures to obey the laws and “give
unto Caesar that which is Caesar’s” and under
this we have a right to expect from those who
would demand the rights of citizens the loyalty
that citizens must give to the government which
protects them. This cannot be if any group of
people congregate in small, close communities,
teach loyalty first to a foreign ideclogy and give
only lip service in lieu of real patriotism to
American institutions and ideals.

If all the Japanese in the continental United
States were scattered equally among the rural
communities of the United States, whatever
their teachings, they could not now or ever be a
menace. Here in several of our rural schools
the Japanese constituted a large majority. De-
spite this fact, no discrimination has in the past
been practiced against them. They were eli-
gible to participate, and many of them did par-
ticipate in all of the school programs. They
were fairly graded in their school work and
many of them were tops or near tops in grade

apery



and high school. Their withdrawal from social
life of the community began at their own vo-
lition at about high-school age.

The evaluation of loyalty of the American-
born Japanese is well demonstrated by their
status in Selective Service. The total number
of American-born Japanese in the Armed Forc-
es by volunteer and Selective Service is less
than two per cent of the total Japanese popu-
lation in the United States and all of its pos-
sessions excluding the Philippine Islands. White
Americans in the Armed Forces, both volun-
teer and Selective Service recruited is just under
ten per cent for the United States and its pos-
sessions, excluding the Philippine Islands.
THERE ARE NO JAPANESE IN THE
UNITED STATES NAVY. This is a prop-

er evaluation of their loyalty.

Class Number Disposition

4-A 16 Beyond military age

4-F. 10 Physically unfit

2-A 4 Deferred for occupation
(Physically fit)

2-C 3 Deferred for Agriculture
(Physically fit)

1-A 17 Not yet processed

LG5 37 Enlisted or inducted
(Now in Service)

4.C 19 Not Acceptable for Service by
War Department

Total Registered, one hundred six (106).

For several months before Pearl Harbor it
was evident that something was disturbing the
Japanese here. They had almost nightly meet-
ings at homes in the valley. On Pearl Harbor
Day the heads of practically every Japanese
family met in the two Japanese community halls,
one near Dee (12 miles from Hood River) and
the other on West Sherman Street Road, just
inside of Hood River. Did any of the Japanese
inform the law enforcement officers as to what

disturbed them? Every adult Jap in this valley
knew what was brewing. NOT ONE TOLD!
It was air-tight. The Black Dragon society had
absolute control and exercised it. That is why
we do not want the Japanese to come back here.

Now just what are we fighting for? Well,
just for the most modernized rural community in
the world... The National Electric Light Assso-
ciation has rated us highest because: ninety-five
per cent of our rural homes have electric lights;
safe water from municipal pipelines is available
to all rural homes; we have more miles of hard
roads per acre in cultivation than any other farm
community; we have complete and adequate ir-
rigation for all farm acreage. And finally, we
have achieved cooperative control for the sale
of our farm produce. Did the Japanese do this?
They did not. It was done entirely without
them.

The Japanese well know that when they get
title to land it lessens the value of adjoining
property. Because of this they were able to
settle in groups by forcing sales of wanted
land.

So by their natural increases and with the
help of “do-gooders,” sobbing ministers, con-
scientious objectors and ex-convict pleaders for
civil liberties, they hope to crowd out the four-
teen hundred men and women from this valley
who are now in the Armed Forces. We are
more concerned about fourteen hundred white
soldiers than in twenty-seven Japanese from
this community.

Through the years we have seen, not the
Americanization of the Japanese here, but the
rapid and sure Japanization of our little valley.

With the coming of war it was realized that
this program was managed and directed by paid




agents of the Japanese government. The care-
fully organized infiltration of cohesive alien
groups, the carefully organized evasion of the
land laws, the deliberate alienation of children,
and finally the full realization that we are faced
with the alternatives of abandoning our homes
to an alien people or of finding lawful means to
disperse these aliens.

We have suffered many injustices, evasions
of law, favoritism to these people in the matter
of National service and many others. Now we
propose a plan. It is within the law and without
evasion. We propose to keep the home for
which so many of our sons “Have given that
last full measure of devotion."”

The American Legion has, from its inception,
taken a firm, practical and feasible stand for the
preservation of peace and the lessening of the
cost of war. Twenty-five years ago we pro-
posed universal training, maintenance of an ade-
quate Army and Navy and a realistic attitude
toward war-like nations. THAT PROGRAM
WAS DEFEATED BY MINISTERIAL AS-
SOCIATIONS, PACIFISTS and ENEMY
AGENTS. THEY ARE RESPONSIBLE
NOT ONLY FOR PEARL HARBOR BUT
FOR HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF
THE CASUALTIES OF THIS WAR.

Call us, of the Legion, fascists if you will. We
are not opportunists who willingly sacrifice our
sons and our neighbors' sons on the altar of
pius opportunism. What we do will be within
the law. We have the fortitude to stand up
and be named and counted. We have also the
honesty to admit our mistakes. BUT WE
THANK GOD THAT OUR MISTAKES
ARE NOT MARKED BY WHITE CROSS-
ES ALL OVER THE WORLD!

Resolution

WaEereas: This community has
long been disturbed by an alien mi-
nority, whose children are citizens
of an enemy country

Waereas: The American Legion
is committed to the upholding of
the law and the maintenance of or-
der, and

WaEereas: Any solution of this
alien problem must be solved by the
citizens of this community in strict
conformance to the laws of our State
and the United States, therefor

Be It Resorvep: That a commit-
tee be set up in Hood River Post of
The American Legion, instructed to
co-operate with any group, lodge or
organization interested in the lawful
solution of this problem along lines
hereafter set forth,

1. That all transfer of titles to real
property made to Japanese after
1923 be carefully investigated.

2. That codicils to all real prop-
erty in Hood River County be pre-
pared to prevent the sale and/or
lease of real property to any person
of Japanese origin.

3. A Corporation be set up to
equitably appraise and purchase all
real property remaining in title to
persons of Japanese origin.
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Bancroft Library

“A judgment, hastily
rendered and  without
due  consideration to
all pertinent facts, will
forge the first link in

a chain of error”
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Sam G. Swrom,
Jr. Past Commander

Warre E. Brsrzom.
First Vice-Commander

Liovo W. Hau,
Second Vice-Commander

Vicror E. Canusox,
Treasurer

Lerano Coor,
Chaplain

Hanar C. Crans,
Judge Advocate

Crane W. Hoxe,
Historian

Executive Committee:

Faane V. Reisy
Braow Gresser
Eant W, Bariou
D. Cant Zaux

733 8th Ave W, ¥
. SAN DIEGO POST No. 6
THE AMERICAN hEGION
BOBE66E66666666666.

TeiePHONE MAIn 0384
SAN DIEGO - CALIFORNIA

Feb 19 1943

FOR GOoOD AND COUNTRY =—

RESOLUTION

Il

BE IT RESOLVED BY San Diego Post #8 -
American Legion, in regular meeting
assembled this iath day of February
1943, that the proper Government
Agency take immediate steps to remove
all members of the Japanese Race re-
gardlese of citizenship, from the State
of California.

That a copy of this resolution be sent
to the Federal Bureaw of Investigation
the Attorney General, the Congreseman

from this District, the State Defense

Council and to the Local Press,

SAN DIEGO POST #6
THE AMERICAN LEGION

M\- $ C"a—’v[qrw..

Victor E Carlson
Adjutant

The Attorney General
of the United States
Washington, D. C.
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Januarz

5 = War Council, Dept. of Califomis Resolution copy A/

enemy aliens to camps, & dusl citizens
19 - NationseT Commissions, Weshington, Tesolution on COPY 37
evacuation of enemy aliens Tolan 11434

Vv 20 - Fifth gistrict resolution; enemy aliens and dual Nichei Bei
: citizens in camps. 21l Jan

25 = Vallejo (1lst Ares Group) resolution: same Calif.legionnaire
' Feb 1, 1942

,ﬁ' 27 = Vice Comm. Hicks (State Dept.) for enemy aliens LeA.Times 28 Jan.
(4 evacuation

Februarz

8 < San Leandro (End/(}roup) for evac of persons of Calif. legion.
- Jap extraction & cencellstion of disloyal Merch 1, 1942
citizenships.

12 - Solano Count; Posts - for evac. Oal. Trib. Feb 12
/,f e War Council Resolution: evac. of aliens COPY _'/ g Tolan 1123
L.

Ll’? - Letter: Garner to Tolan and DeWitt ] COPY /’t Tolan 11235
19 - Ban Diego Post: evac. all"Japs, Ao Al o COPY 4

22 = Glendale (4th Ares) evac.Americans of doubtful loyslty Calif.leg.
W March 1
t0 #nd

(27 = letter: Gerner Anderson & Elliott )

Resolutions for evacustion passed by following posts, according
to Grodzins, but not in Tolan; "from Justice and Congressmen fileg".

.-F’_‘,‘_‘\.‘-} a

: ‘Selinas, Los Imgeleys/(two posts), Winters, Visapl/ie, Venturs, Encinitas,
~ Downey; Pomona, SR \ e -

2N l,/\ i C,,\»k" &)
: G !3'—.-.- (1 w}!“d
- i 3

March gt iy D e SR i

6 Lynn Stambaugh, Natl.Comm., called for removal of S.F.Examiner

all Jap., from coast. 6 I.Ie:rch 7
——————

I Piniar—= ¢ Ghla = 2 [y
§um1.‘|5ry: 2% California posts, or groups of posts in areas or dlstrlctts‘,
—————— passed gesolutions c: 1ling for evacustion of one sort or another.
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American Leglion

The first expression of the Legion in California toward
evacuation appears to have been the resolution of the War
Council of the Department of Callforniamm, passed on January 5,
1942, which demanded that"immediate steps be taken by the con-
stituted authorities to see thét all...enemy aliens be placed
in concentrrtion camps" and that "all Japanese who are known to
hold dual cltizenship also be placed in concentration camps."
January 20 the FifthCalifornia District folloeowed suit~iﬂ;a
resolution to the same~effect ( ') a:ngighe First Area Group

(I) Nichi Bei, 21 Jan

meeting in Vallejo on January 25 ( ). The same point of view

(2) California Leglonnaire, Feb, 1, 1942

was expressed- by Vice-Commander Tracy E, Hicks speaking in
Los Angeles on January 27 .imEitbegetee Whils demanding the

placing of enemy aliens in concentration camps, he expressed
some concern over other classes of Jap-nese when he stated
that "we of the Leglon view with alarm the priv[leges and freedom

granted the 93,000 Jap-nese residenss of Californis." ( 3)

(3) Los Angeles Times, Jan. 28.




Japanese Relocat:
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In February other areas and posts came out for evacuation.
. Two area‘s expressed their opinion. On Fsbruary 8 the Second
Area group, meeting in San Leandro, came out for evacuation of
persons of Japanese extraction and the cancellation of American
citizenship of all Japanese who failed to "disaffirm their
loyalty to Japan" (4). On February 22 the Fourth Area group at
a Glendale meeting came out for the evacuation of Americans of
who were of
" enemy alien extraction/of doubtful loyalty (5).

TZ) Cal.Legionnaire March 1, 1942 p.6
(5) Cal. Leglionnaire March 1, 1942 p. 1

e ——

In February posts, K passed resolutions along these

lines., These posts and dates were:
Solano County posts - February 12 "041;9“‘£L*J*f1
San Diego - Feb 19"47¥2£201k2£9ﬂ%ﬁ +

/\_%4?4,(:17,_ ¢.€ c'_n_ff,
date? Sallnas, Los Angeles (2), Winters, Visalia, :
Ventura, Encinitas, sy, Pormona.

~ The War Council of the Department of California adopted
another resolution on evacuation. Passed on February 14 it called
for the extension of military authority to"every part of California
deemed by the Army to be vital to security" and for the removal

enemies
from the area of "all alien wweetdmm ~nd other persons suspected

of subversive activities" ( ),

U ) Tolan p. 11236
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Robert Garner, Adjutant of the California Leglon,
wrote several times to Congressman Anderson urging action.
On February 17 he urged immediate and drastic action against
alien and cltizen Japanese, and inclosed a copy of the resolution
of February 14, and asked that military authority be extended to
gvery part of California and enemy aliesns and "other subversive
persons" be removed immediate y. Ten days later he wrote to
Anderson that "public sentiment is running very high and wi’l
not tolerate the continued lnactivity of constituted authority.
‘Better get busy and see that something 1s done by the Army or
you will have a lot of your constituents in your hair."
On March 17 he wrote again to Anderson that"General LeWitt's

order only protects the coast. We want more.,"
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0f the 125 posts in Oregon, two are known to have adopted
. pro-evacuation resolutions. Portland Post No. 97 adopted =

resolution on Januarv 2 cal’ing for thp rem al of enemy
4&»%Ya fy J?GInzuhuﬁ

aliens. , On February 17 {t"ré reaffirmed its stand in vigorous °“P“t;$9dg
s of -
tones, poilnting to the possibilities of sabotage and the freedom chQi

of enemy aliens to "roam about apparently at will" ( )

f |
[

S / N - =0 (2
§4 ) Tedan, . P, 11389 - [
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On February 19 The Bend post demanded that "all Japanese (in-

o) . ol | 7:- 6.0

cluding the American born Japanese) be interned now and held
for the entire period of the emergency."

2
In addition to these »osts, two other units of the Legion

expressed themselves. On January 28 Clatsop Voiture 547 urged
that "all eremy alien nationals" be removed to a "eoncentration
point sufficiently inland to eliminats the possibllity of sabotage.
March 12 the Womens Auxiliary of Hood River Post #22 demanded
that all"enemy aliens together with all Japanese and their

. descendants be removed. from the county. J_“‘g‘;y"f“;j“‘

/ fe i
] < ol
\ C L)‘.l 1{‘ ‘/ f \ = 53

At the Tolan Committes hearings February 26, J, K Carson

SV

'S

Department Commander of the Oregon Legion, stated that he had d'
/Wmade inquiry of the various posts of the Legion, of which tj ere
are 125 thromghout this state" and that he believed that "1t is
practically unanimous that Japanese nationals/should be interned

) PR N e

for the duration of the emergency." (

{ ) Tolan, p. 11325




In Februarﬁ\i:her areas and posts came out for‘\evacuation

of one cless of Japanese or other. Twod ares® exvressed \their

G-
opinions. ,‘Februaryr

in San Leandro¥ came for evacuatiom\ of persons of

Japanese sxtraction and tie cance1 ation of . citlzenship.
a2l Qap wlo e/mud‘ta" ‘A
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In Washington there are posts of the”Legion,

Thirty-eight of these passed resolutions urging evacuation ( )

( ) Count based on examination of files of Senator M.C.
Wallgren of Washington and the exhibits in Tolan Committes
-Hearings, Part 30, pp.11434-46,

The Bellingham Post appears to hove been first, adopting its
26

resolution on January 26, TheAposts whose resolutions appear
in the Tolan Committee Hearings and the dates of their reslut ions
are as follows: |

' Bellingham January 26 aﬁiud%ilujb - SO

Tacoma, Bremerton February 2 /€4 vt Couwya
Beang C @«_&4‘. Oua gl -
Toppenish, Granite Fallg 5<T - = Y AT -G ol
Kelso SOF L Al afaly
Seattle *&g,»‘..: B8 rodban 9_ /_ﬁo S Onsgd

Do 3 ey o Cougpa  cAEAATS :
|A)$5"’\-'U Spo ne, Poré mgeles. Yakigl;,‘ s 9 E.a LA:Q_D O iy d

- all ol - ot 2a
% Grandy ewyﬁﬁgfthﬁgggtt1e,Cnncretél 4

o LCLQM VI C D"
¥ Wenatchee, Ri chmon 12

Longview 13 Ao a00 (Y a f
9‘#'[_5.: M&QQ '2'0“ 8 (‘ (8F 3

AJA 4 >
¥ Z1llah, University Post (Seattle?)

9My,lGashmer-e, Auburn tudton 4T A fgLéBQ;u*u

Kennewlck g 19 A%uoivag 9 At (&; 45 oL/
l‘-‘a-q' 9%’ C = \‘\:\\{“i_ht _t.

Magnolla Post (eity?), West Seattle 20 sq,., .., m(c} Ry

ad L.a

Rainier Valley Post (Seattle) BL Gl D it £J§$Ew/ ‘

Bothell

00
ﬁQEO’*dJ




b. Other mllitary societies

Several posts of other military societies took stands on
evacuation.
The Veterans of Foreign Wars have ..... posts in

“F \l.’_ ! a iy

Califoria, Oregon and Washington. _One California post,

Albany, on Februéry 2 adopted a resolution calling for the removal
of enemy sliens from the Pacifie coast.j; On March 2, 1942,

the Ladies Auxiliary of the 10th Distriet (Alameda and Contra
Costs. Countles) adopted a2 resolution requesting that "all Bnemy
Aliens including American Born Japanese be entirely and irmed-

S il
iately evacuated from the Pacific Coast." V°

DO N LT ke (R (m&u{j
et ,Aj:: gog, s GAb L€ P
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Order of Purpla Heart has .... posts in California, Oregon 'i'fﬁ

and Washington. Two California posts supported evacuation.
M/m
San Luis Obispo;ﬁpat‘came out January 2 for evacuat*onJéézaﬁgl

3%.‘3»“ A& dldonb pe-Life @&m e, cnan¥ Bt
Sacramento Post on February 13, 1942 endorsed the resolution of
the First Area of the American Legion that all enemy aliens be

interned.

United Spanish War Vets. -ss. posts in Calif., Wash., Ore.

Fernando Valley Camp 90, SanFernando, California favored evacuation

ovaeadate?

‘Disabled American Veterana of World War .... posts Calif.,
Ore. Wash, Seattle Chapter No 2 on February 26 requested the

"imme“iate removal of all enemy aliens and American-born Japanese
from this commu ity." (Tolan, p. 11609)
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In sddition to the expresslions of these posts, three other

Legion units expressed themselves. Clatsop Voiture No. 547,
arxdxmuaryx®8, La Societe des 40 Hommes eh 8 Chevaux, on January 28,
wrpke recommended that "all enemy nationals" be removed to‘;*&—
"eoncentration point sufficiently inland to eliminate the possibility

of sabotage." Copiles were sent to Oregon senators and representatives.

( &
(626) On March 12 the Womens Auxiliary of Hood River Post No. 22
S

demanded that all "enemy aliens together with all Japanese and their
descendants" be removed from the county.(627) Seaside Auxiliary
Unit No. 99, on March 1% asked for the "immediate removal of EBnemy
Alien Nations from this area to a proper concentration points."

(628).
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There 1s no record of any of the Districts or Area Groups

in Oregon making pro-evacuation statements. J. K. Carson, Jr.,

Department Commander testified at the Tolan Hearings that he had
made inculry "of the various posts of the Legion, of which there
are 125 throughout th%ﬁ state...I believe it is practically unanimous
that ggp§9?§enatioéxrghould be interned for the duration of the
emergency." He stated that the posts "expressed in resolution after
resolution” mmm that the Japanese should be moved 300 miles east.
(621) The resclutions of several posts are known in detail.
Portland Post No. 97 adopted a resolution on Jaqggry 20 calling

for the"removal of enemy aliens, especially Japaﬁzgjf—}rom the
critical coast areas"., On February 17 i 4te—stardin
vigorous—benesjepolnting to the possibilities of sabotage and the
freedom. of enemy-elkien's it went further in a resolution which
called for "the removal of all enemy allens and citizens of enemy
allen extraction from all areas along the coast and that only

those be permitted to return that are able to secure special permit
for that purpose." (622) A circular headed "Jap and Alien War
Sneaks are Proving Think in Our Coast Area. It is Serious. Help

Us Remove the Dangerf!" which suggested that a meeting be called
and a resolution passed and mailed back to the post, was"sent to
American Legion posts and chambers of commerce in 625 cities

and towns of the three western states" according to Grodzins.(623)
Bend Post No. 1 demanded on February 19 that "all Japanese (in-
cluding the American born Japanese)HE; interned now and held for
the entire period of the emergency." (624) Seaside Post No. 99 on
February 13, 1942 demanded the "immediate removal of all enemy

21181 nations fro@this area to a properly guarded concentration
et

point sufficientiy inland to eliminate...the possibility of sabotage."
(625) '
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The Department of California War Council expressed itself
for evacuation on two known occasions. On January 8 5, 1942, 1t
demanded that "all...enemy aliens be placed in concentration camps"
and that"all Japanese who are known to hold dual citizenship also
be placed in concentration camps." (605).T:5;—E;;;E;;y 14 a second
resolution ¢alled for the extension of military suthority over
those sections of the state deemed Vvital" bv the Army and for
the removal from the area of "all alien enemies and other persons
suspected of subversive activities" (606).

Commander Robert J. Garrer sent the War Council's second

resolution to Secretary of War Stimson, General DeWit t and various
> g w - » v - 2.7 ,‘_7

Al g =

Californié congressmen on ﬁebruary i g 1 ﬁith a cbven.ing letter to
A

DeWitt demanding that"some immediate drastic action" be taken.(607)

On March 6, after DeWitt's proclamation calling for the exclusion

of Japanese from the coastal zone had been issued, he wrote to

Congressman Clarence F. Lea stating that
It is the opinion of the American Legion, Department
of California, that this plan 1s entirely inadequate.
We urge you to see that pressure is brought to bear
in order that we may have immediate drastic action
to move the menace of the "Fifth Column" which
exists here on the Pacific Coast. Keep up the good
work. The results are gratifying if not satisfactory--
because you are making progress. (608)

Grodzins notes that he wrote to Congressmen Anderson and Ellilottg

on February 27 but does not state what program he was pushing;

presumeably it was in line with the War Council resolution of

February 14 calling for the removal of enemy aliens and "other

persons

4suspected of subverside activity"(609). In a speech on March 21

he again criticized the exclusion plan as "inadequate" (610).

Vice Commander Tracy E. Hicks demanded in a speech on January 27

that "immediate steps be taken to see that all enemy aliens be placed

in concentration camps." (611)
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Three of the Area Groups expressed evacuation opinions,
On January 25 the First Area Group passed s resolution calling for
placement in concentration camps of enemy aliens and persons with
dudl citizenship (612). On Febrwmry 8 the Second 4rea Group
recommended that the War Department assume the power to remove to
Japanese and that"the commanding general on the West Coast be givon

authority to remove al1 persons of Japanese extraction from pro-
W,

hibited areas." (613) On February 22, the Fourth Apes Group
N N citizens of 'enemy alien extraction"
dsmanﬁed‘the“evacuation of all Americans nﬁxﬂnuhxfnixinxnitxx whose

loyalty is questionable" (614)

Two of the Districts favored evacuation, The Fifth
Distriet on January 20 asked for placement of enemy aliens and dual
citizens in concentration camps. (615) On January 29 the Twenty-
Second District asked for the"summary arrest and internment of all
aliens on the Paci“ic Coasgt" (616)

0f the California posta there is evidence of the specifie
at least g I 3

evacuation demand of 3 posts. _bn January 12, a number of Solano -

County posts demanded the removal of aliens from the county (617).
On February 19 A San Diego post asked for the evacuation of "all
members of the Japanese Race regardless of citizenship, from the
“tate of California" (618) On March 2, the Downie Post came out
for the removal of .Japanese aliens and American citizens five
hundred miles east (619) Grodzins claims that "pests in Los

‘Angeles, San Diego, Visalia, Ventura, Encinitas, Pomona and many

other places in California’ s« ent demands for evacuation to federal

. of‘f‘icials_ and congressmen (620) but he gives no data on the content

of their resolutions,
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EXHIBITS

Exuipir 1.—PositioN 0oF THE AMERICAN LEGioN, DEPARTMENT OF
CavtForNTA, ON ENEMY ALIENS AND RESTRICTED AREAS

Tae AmERICAN LEGION,
DeparTMENT OF CALIFORNIA,
San Francisco, February 17, 1942.

Hon. Jou~x H. ToLan,
House.Office Building, Washington, D. C.

Dear ConcrREssMAN Toran: Enclosed you will find copies of letters to Secretary
of War Stimson and to General John L. DeWitt, together with resolution adopted
by the American Legion war council of the Department of California. I believe
the resolution represents the general feeling not only of The American Legion but
also of all the loyal people in our State.

General De Witt has the authority to close certain streets and areas here in San
Francisco in order to protect the loading of transports. In so doing he has exer-
cised his authority as commanding general to establish martial law in a modified
form, but to date the War Department and the commanding general have failed
to take any adequate action coneerning the two hundred thousand Axis aliens,
agents and sympathizers who now reside in California.

As commander-of the Department-of-California, and on behalf of our 75,000

i i ; ge ¥ i drasfic action

8 feel, along with other Legionnaires, was made

possihl TTh _column activities of the AXis aliens and-agents residing in
that Territory. '

The American Legion, Department of California, has definitely placed the
responsibility for the protection of our people and the vital defense industries in
the State of California in the hands of the Secretary of War and the commanding
general (John L. De Witt) of the Fourth Army.

With kindest personal regards—

members here in this-State;~Lurge you to see that some.imme
i€ taken which will eliminate.all possibility-of.a repetition of the catastrophe which
3 bor, which I

RosERT F. GARNER, JR.,
Department Commander.

Tae AmericAN LraioN, DEPARTMENT OoF CALIFORNIA,
San Francisco, February 17, 1942,
Hon. HeExry L. STiMson,
Secretary of War, Washington, D. C.

My Dear Sir: The American Legion, Department of California, waLL‘.ﬂun.ﬁil,
at its meeting held in S8an Francisco, Saturday, February 14, passed a_certain
resolution, copy of which I am enclosing for your informafion.

As you will note from the resolution, the Department of California contends
that the 200,000 Axis aliens who now residé within this State constitute-a-well
organized=fifth €olinin, wlich forcé is a menace to our national security. We
feel, also, that Fritz Weidemann and other capable Axis aliens have organized a
%erfect system wherewith to conduet the same sort of activities that made the

ear]l Harbor attack a success.

The Department of Justice has done a good job as far as it has gone but its
action to date is and has been entirely inadequate. We contend, also, that the
problem is of a military nature and one which the Army rather than the Depart-
ment of Justice should handle. The responsibility for the protection of this area
has been definitely placed in the hands of Gen. John L. DeWitt and we believe
that the War Department should order General DeWitt to take some immediate |
drastic action which will eliminate all possibility of fifth column espionage and \_
sabotage in the State of California.

11235
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1 have written this date to General DeWitt expressing these same ideas and am
sending copies of this letter together with the resolution and my letter to General
DeWitt to our California congressional delegation in Washington.

Very truly yours,
RoeseErT F. GARNER, Jr.,
Department Commander.

TueE AMERICAN LEGioN, DEPARTMENT OoF CALIFORNIA,
San Francisco, February 17, 1942.
Lt. Gen. Joan LfDe Wrrr,

Commanding Fourth Army,
Presidio of San Francisco.

My Dear Generan: The enclosed resolution was passed by the American
Legion war council at its meeting held in San Francisco, Saturday, February
14th, after much discussion had been heard concerning the Japanese, German,
and Italian population now residing in the State of California.

It was the consensus of opinion that the problem of protection against all
fifth column activities in this combat zone was purely one of a military nature
and particularly concerned yourself as commanding general of the Fourth
Army.

We of the American Legion believe that Fritz Weidemann and other capable
representatives of the Axis group have established a well organized, well planned
tactical set-up to conduct fifth column activities within our State. The fact
‘that there are some two hundred thousand of these aliens in California leads us
to conclude that, as _t%‘ha;r__gg%g@mbﬂ?ge, some immediate drastic action
should be taken by The Army. also, that the Department of Justice
has only scratched the surface of this problem and that its precautions are entirely
inadequate.

I am writing to the Secretary of War along this same line as I have written
you and am sending copies of both letters to our California congressional delega-
tion in Washington.

Very truly yours,
RoerTt F. GARNER, Jr,,
Department Commander.

Tee AMERICAN LEGION, DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA,
San Francisco, February 16, 1942,

The following resolution was adopted by the War Council of the American
Legion, Department of California, Saturday, February 14, 1942.

Whereas California has been Mﬁﬂd&&ammhaﬁxme, which presupposes
the likelihood of enemy activity therein; and

Whereas the extent of the danger therefrom is known only to the Army and
Navy whose responsibility it is to insure the safety of the area; and

Whereas there are, in the State of California, tens of thousands of enemy aliens
living almost without restriction, and in a position to endanger the security of
-our State; and

Whereas the Army has taken some steps to control the activities of such aliens
in small areas of the State; and

Whereas in the opinion of this eouncil said action is in no sense sufficient to
ins(ti:re the proteetion of our State from sabotage and other fifth-column activities;
an

Whereas the civil authorities of our State and local eommunities have neither
the necessary information nor the jurisdietion essential to the adequate regulation
of alien enemies; and

Whereas in the opinion of this couneil the solution of the enemy alien problem
is one for the military rather than the civil authorities; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the American Legion, Department of California War Council,
assembled in meeting at the War Memorial Building, San Francisco, this 14th
day of February 1942, does recommend as follows:

1. That the military antherity in this ecombat zone.should be extended.fo every
pa.at of California deemed by the Army.to be vital to the security of this State;
an
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2. That all alien enemies and other persons suspected of subversive activities

'be removed from the area or subjected to such mode of living as will, in the
opinion of the military authorities, adequately guarantee the security of life and
property in California. 1

RoserT F. GARNER, Jr.,
Department Commander.

Attest: Jamus K. Fisk,
Department Adjutant,
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Exumsir 3.—ResorvrioNn oF THE SaN Bixito County CHAMBER OF

Commerce, E. E. SparrLiNG, PresipENT, HoLLisTER, CALIF.
FeBruary 11, 1942. 4
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Whereas the cowardly and dastardly attack by Japan on the armed forces of the
United States at Pearl Harbor and the subsequent declaration of war by the
United States on Japan and the Axis Powers has made the citizens of San Benito
County aware of the presence of enem i and un-,
American Japanese citizeps :
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Resolution of the Americen legion War Council, Dept. of California ¢ ‘
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Besolution

Whereas, there is at this time a stete of war existing between the
United States emi the 4Axis Countires; and

Whereas, the principles and ideals of t'e Americen Legion have at
all times been to protect tle Americsn citizen and to meinte in
law and order; and

Whereas, within the State of Califrnie there are the present time
thoussnds of enemy aliens bYeing sllowed to roam the State with
very little supervision; and

Whercas, many of these aliens are residing in strategic loestions
wherere they could st a moment's notice comnit very destructive
acts of sabotace ard espionsge;

Now, therefore, be it resolved that the War Council of the American
Legion of the State of U.elifomia, in regular meeting sssembled
at Los Angeles, Uelifomia, on Janue ry Sth, 1942, does hereby
demend that immediete steps be teken by the constituted authorities
to see thet all such ene aliens be placed inconcentrestion camps
and that the lsnd and/or property owned or operated by such aliens
be placed under government supervision for the duration af thre wars;

be it further resolved that all Jepsnese who are known to hold dusl
citizenship-=lso be placed in concentration camps and tla t the

M land end/or property owned or operated by such Japanese be pl ced
under govermment supervision for the duretion of the war;

Pe it further resolved thet 211 schools taught in fenemy lexis languages
be immecirtely closed and that none be allowed to reopen during the
duration of the war.
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The following national commissions of the American legion-- “:'f}.}_ e,
national defense, naval affairs, merchant marine, aeronsutics &nd ecivil
defense~-at a meeting held in Washington, D.C., Jenuary 19 to 21,
inclusive, .1942, adopted tle following resolution unanimously:

Kesolution
Calling for immediste action by tle Government in evacueting

and interning all enemy aliens and nationels in combat zones, such

e — S o =T . et

as the Pacific coast and other critical areas.




War Council
American legion, Dept. of California
San Frencisco, Feb. 14, 1942

Whereas California has been designated as a comtet zone , which
rresup osed the likelihood of eneny activity therein; and
ilhereas the e tent of the danger threefrom is known only to the
Army end Navy whose responsib 1111;3 it is to inesure the safety of
the area; and
Thereas there are, in the State of Cslifornia, tens of thousands
of enemy aliens living slmost without restruction, and in a position to
endenger the security of our State; end
Whereas the Army has taken some steps to controlthe activities
of such aliens in small areas of the State; end
Whereas in the opinion of this council s2id action is in no sens
sufficient to insure the protection of our State from ssbot o 1
other fifth-column activities; and
Whereas the civil authorities of our State and locel communities
have neither the necesssry informe tion nor the jurisdiction gssential
to the sdequate regulstion of alien enemies; and
#heress in the opinion of this council the solution of the enemy
alien protlem is onefor the militery rather than the civil authorities;
now, therefore, be it

Resolved, thet the American Legion, Dept. of California Wer Council,
assembled in meeting at the Yar liemorisl Bldg., San Yrencisco, this 14th
day of Februsry 1942 does recom enl as follows:

1, that the military authority in this combat zone should be

exfended to every part of Califomis deemed by the Amy to be
vital to the security of this State; and

That all alien enemies and other persons suspected of sub-
versive activities be removed from the ares or subjected to
such mode of Iiving as will, in the opinion of the military
authorities, adequately guarentee the security of life and
property in Cslifornia.

R.F.Garner, Jr.
Al
Dept. of Commender




OFFICE OF
THE DEPARTMENT COMMANDER

March 6, 1942

Honorable Clarence F. Lea
House of Representatives
House Office Building
Washington, D, C.

My dear Congressman:

Your answer to my letter of February 17th is at hand.
This week Lieutenant General DeWitt made public his
plans for the evacuation of axis aliens, agents and
sympathizers from certain portions of California.

It is the opinion of The American Legion, Department
of California, that this plan is entirely inadequate.
We urge you to see that pressure is brought to bear
in order that we may have immediate drastic action to
move the menace of the "Fifth Column" which exists
here on the Pacific Coast.

Keep up the good work. The results are gratifying if
not satisfactory - because you are making progress.

Department Commandé®




ANTI=-JAPANESE ACTIVITIES OF THE CALIFORNIA
AVERICAN LEGION

The California Lepglionnaire, the offiecial publication of

the Department of California of the American Legion, was
genrched for the perlod from December 15, 1941 thru September 1,
1943 1in order to discover the activities of the California
Legion in relation to the Japanese and Americens of Japanecze
descent in Californias One 1ssue, that of January 1, 1942,

was miseing from the file. The most important Leglion ective
ities in repard to the Japanese cuestion are the resolutions
passed both by state and local groups.and the appointment and

reports of investipating committees. The Cnlifornia Legionnaire

also carrled sumrarles of speeches made, editorials, and news
items relating to the probleme

The December 15, 1941 isaue of the Cales Lege. carried the
only item found during the entire period which was not unfave
or'ble to the Callfornia Japanese. That isesue reported a
resolution adopted by Commodore Perry Post 525, Los Angeles,

eomposed of Lepionnaires of Japanese descent. The resolution,

(w)
adopted on 12/9/43 "condemn(®) Japan for the treachery come

mitted against our country and unreservedly offer our sere
vices in the defense of our land against attack", (Cale Lege ,
12/16/43, ps 6, ¢47) Demands for internment of Japanese
allens and dual citizens beran with the February 1, 1942 issue.
A First Area meeting was v .- 1, ‘ailejo in January 25 at
which Dre Le¢ J« Anderson of ¢ yllle spoke and demanded

immediate internmentee"investigate them and ferret out the




good ones later", At this same meeting Deputy Adjutant James
Ke Fisk sald that only 26%¢ of native born Japanese are cltizens.
The other 756% never expatriated themselves and still hold
dual citizenship. After these speeches a resolution was
adopted to the arfeﬁt thet "...all alien enemies be ploaced

in eoncentration camps and that the land and/or property
owned or operated by such aliens be placed under Government
supervision for the duration of the war. All Japanese who
are known to hold dual citizenship be placed in concentration
camps with the seme control over their property." (C. L.,
2/1/42, pe 1, 6o 7 & 8)

In Glendale on February 22, 1942, the Fourth Area meete
ing adopted a resolution calling for "...evacuation of Amer-
fcan citizens of 'enemy alien extraction' whose loyalty is
questionable, or as an alternative, to 80 restrict thelr mode
of living as to eliminate any danger from them". (C.L., 3/1/42,

Pe 1, ¢ce 3) This same issue reported a Second Area meeting

on February 8 in San Leandro at whlch resolutions were adoped

calling for the enactment of legislation that would cancel

the American citizenship of all Japanese who failed to "dise
affirm their loyalty to Jepan". A second resolution was
passed requesting that the powmer to remove Japenese from
restricted zones be traneferred from the Justice Department

to the Army and that the Commanding General be glven authority
to remove all persons of Japrnesze extraction from prohibited
areass (CeLe, 3/1/42, psC, c.0) The Executive Committee,
meeting in Santa Barbara o ril Ll=-12, 1942, adopted a

e_
resolution asking the militer, nuthorities to evacuatian from




defense areas all persons of questio < le loyalty as well as
all enemy aliense (CoLe 4/15/42, ped, c.4)

The American Legion joined with the Native Sons of the
Golden VWest in instituting a sult to prevent American born
Japanese from votinge. James K. Fisk, Adjutant of the American
Legion, Department of California, and “hairman of the Celifornia
Joint immigration Committee became the plaintiff in a sult
against Ge E. Wade, County Clerk of Alameda “ounty. Filsk asked
that Wade be directed to remove the names of all Japanese from
the voting rollse The complaint alleged that all Japanese
born in the United States of alien parents born in Japan owe
alleglance to Japan and are ineligible to exercise the prive
ileges of electors. John Regan, CGrand Secretary of the Native
Sons, filed a similar compleint in the “ounty of Sen Francisco.
(CeLe 5/16/42, pe 1, 646)

The 24the Annual Convention of the Cnlifornia “epartment
of the Legion was held in Los Angeles August 17«19, 1942,

The August 15, 1942, C.Ls, when llsting the topice to be
considered at the convention, sald "The Japanese and Jap-

ancse~American question may be forwarded for eonsideration

in any of ite manifold dynamiteeloaded possibilities-edual

cltizenship, exclusion, expulsion, disenfranchisement". The
September 1, 1942, issue of CeL. carried summaries of the
resolutions adopted at the convention. Summaries of the
resolutions dealing with the Japsnese ouestion follows
Ress 50««"Covers milit s control for Japanese camps
and opposes any specit viviiepres beilng granted Jap:

anege in these camps; 1. hey be denled the privie
lege of leaving these c= ' under any pretext for the




duration of the war; and that control over these
eamps be returned to the military authorities.
That those Japanese who escaped to states east of
the Rockies be taken into custody and placed in
these different camps." (CsLe 9/1/42, p.2, c¢ 122)
Rese B4--"Commends Oene John Le DeWitt, Commanding
cer of the Fourth Army and the Western Defense
Command, in refusing to permit the release of any
Japanese, native or foreign born, for use in agri-
sulture or other fields of endeavor. pDeplores and
condemna the activity, however well-intentioned may
be its source, of various groups in the Pacifie
Coast area, who are urging a chanpe of national
poliecy along this line." %G.L. 9/{742, P2eCe2)
Rese 6le="Would amend the Constitution of the United
Stateés making it impossible for persons of Japanese
descent to become citizens, regardless of their
place of birth." (Ce.Le. 9/1/42, p.2, ¢.2)

Rese Sl-ePertaining to the removal of Japanese wog
tablede (CeLe 9} 42, p«2, cob)

Page 4, eolumn 6 of the September 1, 1942 issue states that
a resolution was adopted demanding the removal to Japan after

the war of all Japanese held in relooatioq oog}era. This

seems to contradict what is said on p. aaqt%5eéard to res,
5ls (See above) The only resolution listed as adopted which
might be interpreted, altho erroneously, as demanding the exe
pulsion of the Japanese ig Reas. 56 which urges that a definite
time Limit be set within which an "allen may dedlare his ine
tention of becoming a citizen", Lf the allen does not take
the necessary steps within that period, he should be Reported.
(CeLe 9/1/42, pod, % 0.6)

A resolutions committee meeting was held in San Franelsco,
Dec. 6 and 6, 1942, A resolution edopted at that time called
attention to the propaganda ‘rre beling instituted to

release the Japanese from the o« !+ 1+ It gpecifleally named

the ACIU, Socity of Friends, Socialist Pary. These efforts
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were condemned and the committee reiterated Res. 50 and 54
adopted at the Los 4Anpeles Convention. A vote of commendation
to the Commanding Officer of the Western Defense Command wasg
aleo includede (CoLe, 12/15/42, p. 1, e+ 122) The December
Department Executive Commit tee meeting suspended the charters
of California's two Japenese Amerisan “egion Posts, Commodore
Perry Post 526 of Los Anpeles and Townsend Harris Post 438 of
San Franciseo. The Judge Advooate pointed out that the Poste
have the privilege of appealing. (CeLe 12/15/42, p. 1, ¢. 728)
Distriet 17 passed & resolution to "place all Japrnese
under the direct eontrol of the Army"s This resolution is ree
ported to have had "the fuli support of the members". (GC.L.,
1/16/43, peb, 646) The February 15, 1943, C.Ls mentioned
that the Legion sponsored two bills in the California Legis-
lature, 8140 and S18, which pertained to the alien lend law.
(CeLs 2/16/43, psl, 6+42) The National Executive Committee on
Americanism approved aeverél pointe in regard to the Jopanese
questions These were listed in the larch 16, 1943 CeLe, and
are merely a reiteration of Rec. 50 adopted at the Los “npeles
Conventlione (“. L 5/15/45, Pe2, €43) The Executive Commit tee
meeting in Los Anpeles on April 101l reaffirmed resolutions
50 and 54 of the Los Angeles Convention and also demanded that

i Japanese be released for farm ?? ﬁt er work that they be

(LA Alis|Hs, H o
under the supervision of the United States rmy,\ his again,

seems a contradietion. Res. % 50 demands that no Japanese
be a.lowed to leave the eampi: "un T any pretext for the

duration"; Res. 54 commends : «Witt for refusing to re-




lease any Japanese "for use in agriculture”. Now they reaffirm
those, but say if they are released it should be under Army
supervision.

The Rio Linda Post on lMay 2 passed a resolution calling
for a change in the U.S. Constitution which would ban Japanese
from American citizénship. A second resolution was passed
demanding the ;emoval of all Japanese from mainland United
States with compensation for thelr propertye (CeLe 5/15/43,
pPe2, ce6) The Lepglon Auxiliary of District 23 ie reported

in the June 15, 1943 Ce«Le a8 having passed a resolution backing

up the Legion's stand in insisting on continued internment of

all Japanese regardless of place of birth and commending
DeWitt's stand. Without quoting its authority, the resoiuntion
makes this statement: "It ie an established faet that 80% of
all Japanese internees have admitted their desire to fight for
Japan should they be releacedl” (CeL. 6/15/43, p3. 0+2) This
same legion Auxiliary of Dist. 23 adopted a resolution at 1its
June Meeting which 1is quoted in part in the 7/15/43 CeLe
Several "whereases" are pgiven, but none of the "resolves" .
T-e "whereaces" included the following: that internment

was necessary for the safety of the country and for the

gsafety of the interneesy that "The differences in religion,
tradition, thought, race, and color of the Japanese from our
American citizens is such se¢ 28 to prohibit any Yapanese

from ever becoming a strietly 1,21 American"3 that "By
actual survey it has been agccrt+ cd that 80% of the internees

would, by their own admission, "', for Japan if given the




opportunity, and the attitude of the remaining 204 is an une
known quentity". The resolution goes on to prgiee Gene. Dewitt
and to point to the danger of mob violence 8f the Japenese
were to be releaseds Presumably, the "resolves" are to the

effect that all Japanese should be retained in camps, but the

CeLe lets the reader guesss (CeLe, 7/15/43, p.3, 6. 233)

The State Convention of the American Legion was held in
San Francis€o August 16,17,18, 1943, However, the August 15,
1943 ecarried accouts of the conventions It reported that the
following reaolutioha were adopted unanimously--the elinination
of all Japanese from the armed forces; the control of relocae
tion cemps by the army3 the sepregation of Japanese known to
be-dialoyal; & Conpgressional study of the entire Japenese
Problem; the passage of the Johnson bill which mould get up
a gommittee to arrange for the deportation of disloyal dapanese
after the ware (GeLe 8/15/43, pel, ¢e8) The fpEx September
1, 1943 CeLe printed a summary of all the resolutions adopted
at the San Franeisco conventions Res. 7 deals with the Japane
€3e question and is practically a repetition of ,which the
August 16, 1943 lssue carrled but there are minor differences.
Rese 7 demanded the transfer of control of all Japanese in the
United States to the army; the sepregation of known disloyal
Japanese; the use in agriculture under army supervision oute
g8lde of the combat zone of American born Japanese; the release
of Jepanese owned farm implement=s, cars, tires for wartime use
under eminent domaingy the o “i0n o of a committee to effeet the
deportation of all alien Japeuue ud unworthy American born at
the end of the wary and the elimination of Japanese from the
armed forces of the United Stateas, (C.L. 9/1/43, p.6, c.1)




At the Resolutions Committee meeting held in San Frane
cisco December 5«6, 1942, it wns decided to ask the Depart-
ment Commander to appoint an investipating committee of
Leglonnaires to conduct an investigatlion of all Japanese
Relocation Areas in the state of California. Copiles of
the subsequent report were to be submitted to Department
Headauarters, to interested District Commanders, and to the
pPresident of the United States. (C«L., 12/15/42, p.l, c.l)
In aceordance with this request, Dept. Commander Happell ap=-
pointed a committee of which State Senator Jack B. Tenny was
Chairman and of which Hed e MeClatehy was & members. (CeLe,
2/1/43, p«5, C+8) The report of this committee was read to
the Executive Committee in Los Angeles April 10-1ll, 1943 by
He J+ MeClatehye (CsLs 5/1/43, ped, ¢+ 5&6 and p.6, 6.1=5)

The report stated that the investigators decided to con=-
fine their investigations to the following pointss general
living conditions, camp government, food, stores, cash
allowances, schools, and duval citizenship. Testimony was
taken before notaries under oath. The Joint Fact Finding
Committee of the California legislature detailed some of its
own members to accompany the Legion members. The report
stated that the investigations were necessarily incomplete
and that many allegations were not completely verified. The
committee broke up into two partsj; one, eomposed of

We Mo+ Sisson, He J+ MeClatechy, and He.A. Vogelsand investiga-

ted conditions at Tule Lake; the other, composed of L. F.

Olson, Ge Contreras, and A. D. Ouasti investigated conditions

at Manzanar,




. It has been considered advisable to quote at length from

the report.

"phe War Relocation Authority was oreated when the funds
of the C.C.C. and We.PsAe mere exhausteds The job of
constructing the relocation ecenters was glven to the
United States Army Engineers. A man by the name of
Eisenhomer mas sent from Washington to decide where the
Japanese centers were to be located and during the time
that the evacuees were being placed they were directly
under the supervision and authority of the Armye. Everye-
one assumed, including the Army authorities, that the
Japanese evacuees were to continue under the supervision
of the Armye. Later General DeWitt declared that he did
not have enough men in his armed forces to spare for the
policing of the centers. About this Time the WeR.A.
came into belng.

"when the Japanese were evacusted and placed in the
relocation centers Government officials established the
policy of treating the evacuees in a 'most ecivilized
manner' in order to secure decent treatment for American
goldiers and sailors mho might become prisoners of war
of the Japanese. An overwhelming pappering of the Jap=
anese evacuees has been the result of this policy under
the War Relocation Authority.

(AR ‘ Xer h ¢
. "phe ¢itizens in and eround Tule Lake believe that
the W.ReA. Administretion has become 'very self-centered'
and that it specializes in social service and pampering.

cee e i

"Questions being asked by the citizens at Tule
Lake include the followmings , -

'Why are Japanese internees driven around through
the forests and mountains in Covernment trucks?'

'Are saddle horses belng purchased for the purpose
of giving riding instructions at the Camp?'

'When the internees go on strike why does the W.H.A.
nire Caucasian help for the unloading of lumber and other
material sent to the camp for the use and comfort of the
Japsnecse?’ :

LB

"1t was learned that passes permitting entrance to
the Gamp at Tule Lake were issued by the Japenece them-
selves.

"Purnighings in the homes of the internees at Camp
Newell are not res‘ricted and in some of the quarters
electric equipment, no longer available to our own cit-
izens, was observed.
"It was discovered that this same electric equipment,
now denied to the citizenry of our country, can be pure
. shesed and delivered to the internees at Camp Newell.
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"Japanese evacuees from Camp Newell without escort,
have been observed by Forect Rangers at the Medicine
Lake Guard Station inslde the United States Forest Re~

- gerve, forty miles from the restricted area.... Many

citizens declare that they have observed the internees
riding around in Government trucke and cars without
escort, far beyond the restricted area.... Witneases
testified that the Japanese unnecessarily aebuse CGovernment
equipment, particularly trucks and automobiles.

LEN

"The general concensus of opinion in and around lule
lake is that all restrictions over the internees have been
abandoned. One sworn affidevit sume it up as follows:
'You will find these foreigners, time and again, driving
ears unescorted and assumed freelance anywhere in thies
area. Approaching Camp Newmell you will see the inmates
roving over the tureen (?) like pupples unescorted and
in some instances out of sight of the Camp and its mil-
itary attaches, and they have been known to be as far as
forty miles from the Camp in Government vehicles.'

@ase

"e.ee There is plenty of food although the Japanese
cooking staff at Camp Newell has gone on strike on occasin
and refused to prepere ite... The Japanese are issued ration
books and it is reported that in some instances they re-
ceive coupons in addition to the number ordinarily ilssuved
by the Government.

soe

"eee TWhile the buildings now being used are said to
be more than adequate, new school bulldings are beling
erected. A nevw high school or schoolais presently being
gonstructed and it is estimated that it will involve more
than two million feet of lumber.

Manzanar
e e et e w

The report of the committee investigatihﬂ(Manzanar is not

neerly so damning as that of the Tule Lake group. Excerpts
from it follow:

"prior to the administration of Mpr. Merritt, the evacuees
were permitted to leave the Center and wender at will
about the adjacent countrye. This practice quickly an-
tagonized the residents of nearby communities, and is

an example of the laose type of control exercised by

gome civilian administrators in this and similar projects
in the State. The present adminietration does not permit
such lenlency.

".+e GQContrary to current rumors, the evacuees are
not fed any better than the average citizen. They are
given oleomargarine instead of butter, and their food,
while not luxurious, is ample and nourishing. :




. The report had this to say in regard to the riot at

Manzanars

"conditions at Manzanar are certalnly not so crowded
that conpestion alone would cavee such'an oubbreak of
gsubversive violence. As for newspapers stressing only
the sensational aspects of the affair, it would be dif-
ficult to imagine anything more sensational than a riot
by Japanese evacuees which lasted three days and recsulted
in the death of two, and the wounding of four, and the
gerious being admln{sterad an evacuee because of hise
gooperation with Government investigative apgencies.
| "It must be remembered that only & handful of
leaders of the riot were removed from the Center. Sev-
eral hundred evacuees comprised the mob of rioters and
the majority of them are still there.

LR ] '

"ogonferences wmith County officials and eitizens in-
dicated that there is the strongest sentiment for Army
control-at Manzanar. The great contrast between conditions
in the Center under the present administration and those
which preceded it indicate that considerable latitude is
given the individual administrator. Under Army supervision
the administration would be much more uniform, and publie
gsentiment emphatically favors Army supervision..

"It is felt that an Americanism course, which all
adult. evacuees are compelled to attend, would be an ex-
cellent thing. Under prescnt conditions the disloyal
Japanese ar@é left pretty much alone to nurture their
subversive broodings. These subversive tendencles were
desply ingrained as a vital part of the Japanese heritage,
and after years of intense indoctrination of Japanism and
a firmly planted sense of fanatie devotion to the ®mperor.
L

"Unquestionably, the problem of segregation is a dife-
ficult ones There 1s no doubt that the older evacuees
are, for the most part, loyal to Japan and that they ex~
ercise considerable influence on the Nigsei with whom they
have the closest contadt.

The report concluded by making the following four

recommendationss

"le An appropriate cource inAmericanism be established,
and that all adult evacuees be compelled to attend.
2. The English language be taught to all adult evacuees
who are unable to speak English.
Se Some effort be made to segregate subversive from
loyal evacuees.
4, Administration of all Reloscation Centers be vested
in the United States Army"
(CoLe 5/1/43, pe 6, ¢4 1=5)




The July 1, 1943 issue of the C+L. carried a report on
the investigations of the State Senate Fact Finding Committee
which 1s seeking to determine the attitude of Californians on
the Japanese and Japanese Americans now in the relocation
centerss The committee met in Modesto on June 16 and in
Turlock on June 17 and received the testimony of county ofe
flclals and other interested citizens. The chairman of the
committee, Sens Hugh P« Donnelly of ‘urloek, reported "almost
unanimoua‘oplnion in the lodesto area against the return of
any Japanese, at least until after the wer". Commander
Pedersen, Commander of the 12the. Dlist., Ameri. Leg., made the
atatement that Americen soldiers and sallors who have been
wounded in the Paeific theater of war, would rise against any
Japanese who might be returned zmlhere. Drs A. J. Rousse of
the Turlock Post told the Fact Finding Committee that the Post
had adopted & resolution c¢alling for a ban against the return
of Japanese during the war. The Nodesto post had adopted a
resolution approving the seven point program of the Aerm. Leg.
for the solution of the Japanese problem on the Pacifle Coast.
[The seven points are not lListed.) The Ceres Post passed a
resolutlon commending Gen. DeWitt for his stand and also one
urging Army eontrol of the camps. The Newman Post endorsed

the seven point program. The Atwater Post drafted a resolution

opposing any "movement or plan of ever allowing any Japanese to

make a permanent home in California or in the United States".

(O-L. p,2, Ced)




The C. Le carried reports of several speeches or public
gtatements made by their own members or others on the Japanese
questione The first of these reported was made by Department
Commander Pob Garner at a Second Area meeting in San Leandfro
on February 8, 1942 in which he said that Japanese were located
in all strategie areas and that "...this matter calls for
drastic action and we should demand some equally as drastie
action to'remove these Japanecse from such vital spots. Some
true Americans may be hurt, some patriotic Japanese may suffer,
but this matter is too important to let this interfere." (CsL.,
3/1/42, pe6, col)

James K. Flsk, Adjutahh of the California Department of
the American Legion and Chairman of the California Joint Ime
migration Committee charged that the Legion was ignored by the
Tolan Committees Said Mr. Fisk: "We notified the Tolan some
mittee that we had such testimony to offer--testimony that
perhaps eould come from no other source--and have made repeated
attempts to be heard but have only received the 'run around!."
(CeLs 3/15/42, pele col)

The Department Executive Committee, meeting in Santa
Barbara April 11 and 12, heard a speech fmom by Homer Chaillasux,
National Americanism Director. uir. Chaillaux said in part

"Everybody thought Jim Fisk was erazy tmwelve years apo when

he continued to stay in there with the Japanese “mmigration
Committee, end in 1935 tried to pass lepislation to get ria
of the Japs, meaning the fishing fleet on the West Coast, but
it faileds Why? Because the canners wanted chap labor. It
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took Pearl Harbor to showm that the Legion was right in its pro-
gram concerning Japanese aliens«" (C.Ls, 4/15/42, p.l, c. 728)
The Los Angeles Convention of 1942, heard a speech by Jack B.
Tenny, Department Legislative Chariman and Assemblyman in
which he "described the hotbheds of subversive activitiee in
Galifornia,--German, Italian, and Japanese, naming both names
and places™. No further details of this speech were reported.

(CeLe 9/1/42, ped, co5)

On January 17, 1943 in Mercéd, Piugrix Department Come

mander Happell told the 12th. Distrioct Legion members that the
Ilegion favored 1) Legislation favoring revoecation of cltizen-
ship of all Japanese born in the United States, 2) Making it
unlawful for sueh individvuals to own land anywhere in contine
ental United States, 3) Stricter control of Japanese now in
relocation centeras (CsLse 2/1/43, p.6, ¢+3) Happell, at a
meeting of the 10the Distriet January 20 in Oakland, reported
that the Lepion demanded that all Japasnese be placed under
army controls (YeLe 2/15/43, p.2, c.4)

The Twenty Third Distriet finenced the publishing of a
booklet entitled "Playing with Dynamite" which deals with
Japanese subversive activities. The first printing waos exe
haugted in less than a month and requeata were gtill coming
in. The District pledmed $108 for sdditional printing of the
bookletEVISQ. John Re Lechner introduced the gpenker of the
cvenin;t whokwaa Kilsoo K« Haan of the Sino-Korean Psoples
Ileague. Mr. Haan wos reported as saying: "Yet in spite of

the treachery of the Japanese, there is a group in America




raising money for the purpose of reieasing thece aliens from
evacuation camps." Following this speech, a resolution wae
passed ﬁroteating the removal of Japanese from the campa;
(CoLe 3/16/43, psB, ¢e6)

Clyde Shoemaker, President of the Leglion Luneheon C1lub,
gave a speech to the District 23 Legion Auxiliary at their
Marech meeting. He reviewed the history of the Japanese in the
United States, and concludeds "This is o war to the finish

and let us not be misled by newmapapers printed by the Japanese

in these various eenters, in which appear many a plea for syme
pathy." (CeLs 4/1/43, pe3, ¢.6)
The Department Executive Committee, meeting in Los Angeles

on April 10, 1943, heerd an address by Jefferson D, Atwmood,
National Vice-Commender, who urged the denial of citizenehip
to American born chlldren of aliens "unless they ask for it
and prove'themaelvea worthy"s He had suggested a chanpe in
the Fourteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution to that
effects (CeLe, 4/15/43, pel, 6o 7 2 8)

Clyde Shoemaker spoke again on lMarch 25 to the South
Loa Angeles Poste The C.Ls merely quoted him as saying that
"Phe Lepgion must be realistic in handling the poet-war Japanese
problem™, -(G.L. 4/15/45, PeS, Ced)

The June 1, 1943 C.L. earried x this headline: "Roane
Waring Denounces Coddling of Japs™ and eontalned an account 6f
Waring's apeech in San Francisco on xg:zt 28, 1943 in the

reported his speech
Veterans “emorial Auditorium,. CeLs EupkEfxhix as followas

"Branding those in charge of the "RA as 'wide eyed theorista’




who are either too ignorant or too dishonest to state the
truth, the Legion Chief produced and read letters from J.
Edgar Hoover denying that the FBI had 1nveetigated Japaneze
recent ly released from Relocatlon Centers." During this
same California visit, Wariong spoke at the Btadium in Los
Angeles. There he saids "The WRA's handling and release
of Japenese placed in their custody is a fraud against
America." He asccused WRA of falsehood and deception in
releasing 180 Japanese "so that they can fill up the schools
end eolleges, from which our boys have gone to fight". He
again read the letter from Hoover denying that the FBI had
{nvestipgated relemced Japaneses (CeLe, 6/1/43, pel, €.425)
Dre John H. Lechner, Chairman of the LVistrict American-

ism Committee, spoke to the members of Dist. 23 on May 20,

He presented the committee's seven point program to stimulate
action against "pampering of Japenese". (Again, the pointe
are not stated.) The progrem wmas adopted by those present and
a committee was appointed to raise funds to carry out the
programe (CeLe 6/15/43, pe5, Gel)

At the Celifornia lepertment Convention in Sen Franeisco
August 16-19, 1943, Repe Varren C. Magnuson of Seattle, newly
returned from naval duty in the South Pacific, spoke. He
demanded the "most stringent supervision of all vapanese in
Ameriea, and urged their exclusion from the Pacific Coact
after the war and 'forever'"., (C.L. 8/165/43, p.l, 0.8)

During the period from December 7, 1941 through September

1943, there was one editorial and a few news items on the




Japanese question in the C.Le The editorial was in the Jan-

uvary 15, 1942, issue and was entitled "Japanese Trying for

state Jobs". Excerpts from the editorial follows

"It is reported that many Japanese are taking civil
service examinations, which, they pass, nill quale
ify them for life jobs in fovernment service. As
iitizeua of the United States they heve this prive

lege. :

"What is necessary to find out is that they are not
citizens of Japan also. Japan claims a hold on
every Jap no matter where his home may bees., and
unless allegiance to Yapan is disclaimed that dual
citizenship exists until death,

"If an alien eannot prove full and loyal citizenship (1i%)
or if there is a doubt, the benefit should fall in
favor of the State.

"Let's see that 1t does."”

(CeLe, 1/15/42, ped, col)

The November 15, 1942 and the Llecember 1, 1942 C.L.
carry a brief hiatory of evacuation. (C.L. 11/15/42, p.l,
ce 4 % 5 and C.Ls B241/42, pel, co 1 & 2)

At the February, 1943 meetlng of the American “epglon
Auxiliary, District 2, the education of the Japanese at Tule
Lake was discussed. No action was taken. (Y.Le. 3/15/43,
p.s' 005)

"WRA Admits Freeing Japs Without Probe; Army Control
Mapped™, wos the headling of the C.Le for June 15, 1943.
The story beneath contained the follwwings

"WRA has now admitted freeing of Japs without ine

vestigation by the FBI. Deputy lirector of WRA,
Elmer k. Rowalt, has also admitted that Japanese
are not at all under the point rationing agstem
which restriocts the diet of all civlilians.
(CeLe 6/15/43, pel, €+6)

The same article contained a statement by John M. Costello,

chairman of & Dies sube-committee, to the effect that Japanese
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now in centers would not be allowed to return to the Pacifie
Coast durlng the wmar., (”.L.; 6/15/43, pel, 046)

The members of the 24th. Districet were puests of Paramount
Post at the’Paramount studios and were shown & Japanese film.
The reporter of the District pgave this statement fop publication

in the YsLe: "Comrades, when that plcture 1s released there

will be no longer a question of whether the Japanese should be

retained in eamps and not allowed to roam around the country."
(G‘L' 7/].5/43, po5, 002)




American Legion - Oregon

J anuary

20 Portland: Post 97 : removal of enemy aliens

28 Clatsop Voiture 547: remove enemy aliens COPY OL.2

February P Seawdd | Aiudh ok £ £

17 ©Portland: Post 97: sebotege possible so evacuste COPY QL3
enemy aliens snd descendants Tolen 11389

Circularizing other posts for ection, petition OL.5 and 0L.6

19 Bend: Post Resolution : Bll Japenese interned now

24 Caltsop: Voiture 547: letter to Tolan
(Letter OL.2 sent to many addressees)

7~

Summary: only 2 Oregon }osteh known to have passed a resolution
Portlaml Post 97

for evacustion;/it was very active in circularizing other posts and

in securing signatures for s petition. The Clatsop unit of the "40 and

8 Society" was also active, passed & resolution, wrote to officials.
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JACK 5. DAVIS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Commander Fred A. Lievallen
) Pt Vice-Commander PERCY A. STEVENS POST NO. 1 Andy 1. Nishorgol
/ B. A. SHELLHART ) ), W, Taylor
- 2 ée;):iit‘vi:e-Cumm\:udw ‘\ ;‘l ": l‘ ' ( -.‘\ A\ l;l‘:(l l ' ,N C. G. Relter
Fa;\anco ‘Oi!‘lcor >
GEDAZ,-:»:LC‘K BEND, OREGON
February 19, 1942 N
3 5.1 21 Y&
Fy
il
RESOLUTION
)
. WHEREAS, in view of the concern that is being espressed by our citizens

regarding enemy aliens particularly Japenese Nationﬂls, it is the opinion of
all members of The American Legion that no time should be lost in the formation
of a definite policy concerning the enemy problem.

WHEREAS, such action would mhke
the United Stotes by any of them,
or possible attack.

impossible acts of war or sabotage against
no innocent ones would then be under suspicion

WHEREAS, if these Japanese, guilty or innocent

'y are at large, any incident
in connection with their conduct would be used as a basis for reprisals against
our unfortunate Nationals who are in the hands of the Japanese, -

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by The Bend Post NO.
all Japanese ( including the American born Japanese)
the entire period of the emergency.

4 The American Legion, that
be interned pow and held for

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the

United Stated Attorney General, the Govenor of the State of Oregon, The American
Legion Department of Oregon,

2 XD N\ BEND AMERICAN LEGION POST NO. 4

Approved by an unanimous vote by the membership at a regular meeting of the Bend
Post of The American Legion on February 19, 1942,
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Dr. F. H. Vineil
Dr. R. H. Hoskine
Tom Willikson
Neil Morfitt

Dr. C. M. Williams
A. S. Dempsie
Harry Snypder

S. J. Halsan
George Beger

M. ]. Figher

D. R. Scoffern

E. O Hansen

COMMISSION

D. R. Scoffern
General Chairman ﬂ[at’np ﬁuiturn 547
F. M. Franciscovich

Oswilrl Gustafson o ﬁ
A visory
gr anae ?famnﬂaﬂ

Otto Bumala
Secretary-Finance

Sppag o Astoria
LK. . an usen A r AE AP AP AL

Neil Morbit ¥EASTOE orREGON  Feb. 24,1942

Distinguished Guests

Athur Dempsic  Hon, John H. Tolan, Hopanese gy,

‘ olocs

Room 524 Court House, Bancroft e

rary

Harold Dahlgren
“Weeck” POI"b lal’ld, Ol’egon.

Sverre Halsap
P2 icity T s .
F u}j]u, ty hon - Slr LS
Paul Kearnep
Registration

Roy Karinen : Enclosed is a lebtter sent to indicated dddressees.

Chef ds Glire while the conditions implied are imaginativey they are
possible.

Lack of imagination of what the enemy is capableof,

of lengths he will go to insure success of his effort, is the
principle reason democratic nations today are waging a defensive
war.,

. The "Pacifists" of America could not imagine an attack
across 3000 miles of ocean.

The Kimmels and Shorts could not imagine an attack on
impregnable Pearl Harbor.

The English could not imagine an attack thru the lalay
Peninsula on Singapore.

Pearl Harbor and Singapore are outstanding examples,
of what lack of imagination of how effective inside work can be.

We, of the Paciflc Coast do not lack imagination.

Ve can visualize our oil tanks in flames, our power
lines destroyed, our water systems ruined, our dock systems laid
waste, by imagining one sabateur, a small caliber gun or grenade, 3
% book of paper matches, and a flood tide.

Jageo For people who have lived in forested areas, and have
ﬁ“°5 -“.* até%pd the havoc of flames in the woods, it doesn't take much
& v magfnation to realize what can happen with a sabateur on the

-

These are some examples of what can happen as long as
ationals are permitted the freedoms they enjoy tod
Treat them right, but move them away from these

A Respectfully
; Clatsop iture 547
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r. F. Hy Vineil
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Tom Willikson
Neil \Morfitt
Dr. CIM. Williams
A. S. Dempesie
Harry Snyder
5. ] Halotm
Geogrge Beger
M./]. Figher
D/R. Scoﬁerﬁ

. O Hansen \

al Karinen
Ford famm

CLATSOP COUNTY, OREGON
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Hon. Charles L. McNary.
Hon. Rufus Holman.

Hon. James W, Mott.
Member of Congress,
Washington, D. C.

Honorable Sir:

Pursuant to and in accordance with the unanimous action
of Voiture Locele Clatsop 547 duly assembled in regular meeting
Wednesday, January 28th 1942, it 1s hereby deemed incumbant and
advisable, for Members of our organization to request immediate
action thru the offices of our Congressional Representatives, to
insist that adequate measures be taken by the Government of the

United States of America, for the immediate removal of “all Enemy '

Alien Nationals'from this area to a properly guarded concentra- i
tion point, sufficlently inland to eliminate the possibility and o
constant threat of effective sabotage, thereby protecting the v

lives of these subjects of Enemy Nations, end further eliminating
from these shores the pcssibility of "Enemy within" tactics that
have proved so effective in all "Axis surprise offensives",

To assist in protecting the shores of this great Repub-
lic, to preserve the lives and means of livelihood of our people,
to assist in protecting the homes of our people, immediate action
is demanded.

Respectfully
Copies: o e (1 ctiing &
President, United States of America. CU*T°“P ) ekt 577
Governor, State of Oregon. '
Clatsop County Court.
Mayor, City of Astoria.
Commander, Dept. of Oregon, American Legilon.
Grande Chef de Geare, Grande Voilture of Oregon,
Post Commanders, (Clatsop County.



Testimony of J.K.Carson, Dept. Commander of Oregon legion
Tolan Committee 11325
February Z26. Yopanese .,

Buncrty G 2o

With regard to the Japenese, "...I made ingiiry of the verious

posts of the Tegion, of which tlere are 125 throughout this State,...
I believe it is practically unenimous thet Japanese nationals should
be interned for the duretion of the emergency. They seem to take the
position for three reasons: {1}iaf they were so intermed, there would
be no chance of acts of war or sabo ‘age against the United States
from them. (2} Innocent ones wuld not be under suspicion or likely
to be sttacked in case trouble ensues. (3) If justified or not, any
of our citizens should take summary action against any of these
nationals in a time of emotion amd stress, that might be used as a
asis for reprisals against our netionals who were unfortunste to be
in the hahds of the Japanese..."

With regard to Germans snd Italisns "I cannot say how the opinion is...
Certain it is that there are some that bear the label of German
nationals who are not in symps thy with the Nazi Government at all..

I can say to you, I believe that insofar as the Italian populstion

of this section is concerned, there is very little question about
their loyalty eml their ferlty. They intermarry with people of all=-
white zmx ethnic background and if there is anythigg of any consider-
able amount of concern about them, I hevent heard it."

Chairman: "...You feel that the average Italianranks right up with
any other American, so far as law-abiding citizenship is
concerned?"

Carson" Yes...there must be a distinectinn mede between netionals
who are permitted to become citizens, amd those who are
not eligible for citizenship. One would naturally find
a difference between those who came here with the idea of
being citizens and who lLave tle opportunity end those who
could not, under tie law, ever become citigens.

Chairman: "...you think thet in the case of those who can be citizens
there is a certain attachment for our country which is
lacking inthose who cannot, who, perhaps, carry some
resentment?

Carson:"I think perhaps tret is a reasonsble conclusion, "

legion favors internment, in custody. Set up combet areas, intern
netionals, ®leave it up to military to decide who should get permit
into combat arecas and defense ZONes.,

The Legion "believe(s) that the temper of the people is such that,

after the Pearl EBarbor attack, that for the good of all concemed,

the nationals as well a2s our own People, there should be no possibility

of any fifth-column sctivities from anyone." Possibility of
sabotage in Oregon, forests, etc.
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LESPLCTFULLY REFERAED
FOIL ACKNOW L#H MENT
AND GONEIDERATION
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Seggide, Oregon,
Merch 14th 1942.

Bon. Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President, United Stetes of America,

Washington, D. C .
Honorable Sir:

The American Legion Auxilierv, Unit #99, Seaside Oregon,

dulv assembled in regular meeting, Mondav,, March 9th 1942,

deemed it advisable for Members of our organization to

request immediste action, thru our Congressionel Representatives

to insist that adquate measures be tsken bv the Government of

the United States of Americs, for the immediste remov

gll Fnemy Alien Nationals from this erea, to a proper concentration
point, to eliminate the possibility of "Enemv within" tacties.

For the protection ofthe lives, and homes of our people of

this Republic, immediste ametion is demanded.
Respectfully,

The American Legion Auxilierw,
Seaside Unit #99

Department of Oregon,

Seagside, Cregon.

éa}‘[ 7.
T resident
Copies:

Hon. Chas, L. McNarv, Washington D. C.
Hon. Rufus Holeman, Weshington D. C.
Hon. Jas. W. Mott, Weshington D. C.

Governor, Staste of Oregon.
0llv MeInturff, Pres. The Oregon American Legion
o . Auxiliery.
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&‘“ﬁ“- Heod River County, Oregen, is in clese proximity
Benneville Dam Defense areas; and (g
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by Wﬁereas. & transcentinental highway and a tranacuntinent&l'railfoud

aystem, beth ef which are essential Lo Natienal Defense, pass threugh
- Tsaid County;’ - b Y

“  ?hpreaa, the Ceunty's ferests pmhtect the water sheds and aupplies

- Tor its demestic use and irrigatien as well as the water supply fer

Portland and ite metropolitan ares, and alse & portien of that Wasce
Ceunty; and T,

Whereas, #aid feorests and water supplies are mcceseible ahpcis to
sabatage ty fire or o therwise; and

Whnereas, there are new in Hebod River County Japanese &nd other aliens
&nd their chuildren numbering between 600 and 700 osut'ef & tetal
Pepulatien of appreximately 11,000; and

Whereas, public feeling egainst said aliens is of guch & nature that
it would appear ts “e to the best interests af t.e said Ceunty and ef
Natisnal Defense, as well as of the said aliens themselvee and
Citizens_barn of aliens that the same be remeved fram said Ceunty;
therefore be it,

Reselved, thut Heed River Post # 22 9f the American Legien,

Depar tment of Oregen, in Special Meeting assembled on this 23rd day
of February, 1942 hereby petitiens the Oregon State and Natienal
Autherities having in charge such matters that immediate steps be
taken te the end that all enemy aliens tegether with all Japanese
end tleir descendants be remeved from said Ceunty; and be it

Further reselved, that rsending the remeval of same, it is urgently
requested tlhat an irmediate curfew be put inte effect and enferced
@pplicable te &ll pereonse embraced within the purview of this
reseslutien; and be it

Alee reselved, that a cepy of this reselutien beifsrwsrded by the
Adjutant te the Cermarider af the American Legion, Nepartment of
Oregen, with the request that this reselutien be forthwith breught
“te the atténtien eof the apprepriate State and Natienal autierities
toth Civil and Military.

e A

The women of the Auxiliary te Heed River Fost i <2
wiesh te enderse the atave resslutien end hereby attest,

Pregident Ameri
Auxiliary Unit

n Legien

T
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American Legion - Washington

(Resolutions not copied; can

i bt i a
. January be found in Tolan

26 Bellingham Page 11434

February

Tacoma 11435
Bremerton 11435
Toppenish 11436
Granite Falls 11436
Kelso 11446
Seattle 11436
Spokane 11437
Port Angeles 11437
Yakima 11438
" Elma 11438
Grandview 11439
North Seattle 11439
Concrete 11440
_Wenatchee 11440
" Richmond 11441
Longview 11441
Zillsh 11445
? University Post (Seattle?) 11441
Cashmere 11442
Auburn 11443
Kennewick 11443

DOOODP™LWLN N

? Magnolia Post 11443
West. Seattle 11444
Seattle (Rainler Valley Post) 11444
Bothell 11445

Testimony of Fueker, Dept. Adjutant 11433

Grodzins claims that "at least 38 posts passed resoluticns
urging evacuation.,"

25 post resolutions are given in Tolan Hearings, as listed
above,
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Testimony of Fumker, Dept. Adjustant, Washington
Feb, 28 Tolan 11433

Chalr: What 1s the essence of all of those resolutions?

Fueker: "They all requast that enemy aliens he evacuated

and they also request, on account of the security
of the State in which we are interested, that where there may
be citlizens, that is, the children of aliens, who, on account
of not breaking up the familTes, would like to stay with them,
or on account of not being able to know which among those may
cause a subversive act, they reocuest that they all be evacuated.

"The stand of the State Department is that we ask for the
evacuation of all enemy aliens, on account of the national
security, and that weé, of course, grant that those who are
citizens have the right of citizenship; but they will have to
prove themselves citizens...

"We know that among those vounger citizens, that any
number of them are real Americons, but we also know, or at
least suppose, that included among that same class, there are
a number that aren't, and that those will hrve to be weeded out.
Now, I dont know how you are going to tell them apart. Ve
fizgure that there will have to be some sort of supervision or
investigation by the FBI or some Government agency, to take
those who are citizens and not loyal citizens, and evacuate
them along with the enemy aliens.

Chair: Do you think there is any danger of mob violence in
the event that there would be a Japanese invasion
of this area?

Fueker: "I do....We feel that those people will be endangered
in being here, and it is for their own publiec safety because of
similar instances that have arisen"(referring to citizen and
alien"Japqnese)"because the average person cannot distinguish
them,

For evacuation of all Japanese "unless they could be
segrﬁgated and those who were loyal citizens could be picked
out,
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Depte Adjutant D.L.Clarke
California Department 0ffice
117 Veterans Bldge, Civic Cemter
San Francisco, Cclifornies

Dear Mr. Clarie:

I an meking a stady of pudbliec opinion on the Weet
poest at the time of Pearl Herdbors A research sssistant working
for we found some time sgo that ten Americen legion posis iIn
California, had felt the danger of the lamge Jepamse-American
population and had pegsed resolutions urging tkat the; be
evacuated from the Coast.

I would like to xmow if other Arerican lLegion Postis
had taken similer zetion at thet time. Wonld it be possible for
you %o inform e, from your records, of how meny lad done so? I
would like to secure copies of their origingl resolutions, but
since this is guite = bit to esk of your office, if you could give
me the names of the posts I would correspond with them 4 irectly.

Ir 1omfing this inforuetion requires cons ferable
time by your staff, I would be glad to pay ior secreturial
sggistunce, if you will let me know how mach it wonld come 0.

If thie inforration is not in your flles, I womld
appreciute 2 sugestion as 1o vhere I might obtein ite

In your opinion, would it te profitetle to write to
each of the Poets in Califormia: How many of thas are there?
Could I secvre 2 ligt of them and their correspond ing secretary
{rom your oifice?

Finally, could you tell me to whom I sheould address
a similer inguiry for the states of Oregon sxi "mashington?

Sincerely

Edward F. Eamlart
Assistent professor
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The Veterans of Forelgn Wars have posts in the three
west coast states. Grodzins claims that "five posts...
including one in Winfield, Kansas, and at least ome ladies
auxiliary, demanded the removal of the Japaness."(632) but does

not give specific recommendations, locations or dates. The

resolutions of two posts and one auxiliary are known. On

-
February, (the Albany poé;’;alled for the removal of enemy aliens

from the Pacific Coast. (63*) [On-February 20 Sequoid Post

No. 1864 of Visalla urged the rémoval of Japanese from California
and the Pacific Coast area and their "transportation to some
place in the interior for internment or work" (634) On March 2,
the Ladies Auxiliary of the 10th District(4lameda dnd Contra
Costa Counties) adopted a resolutim requesting that "all Enemy

Aliens including American Born Japanese be entirely and immedi ately

evacuated from the Pacific Coast." (635)

0f the posts of the Order of the Purple Heart in the
bhree states, it is known that two Californis posts supported
evacuation. San ILuis Obispo “hapter 100 came out on January 2
for evacuation of all Japanese to inland points from the
California coast counties,.(636) Sacramento Chapter 99 on
February 13 asked that "all enemy aliens be intermed." (637)
0f the posts of the United Spanish War Veterans, it is

%ﬁgggothat one xme camp called for evacuation by a resolution,
Fernando Valley Camp 90, San Fernando. (638)

Of the posts of the Disabled War Veterans of World War I,
1 post, tﬁe Seattle Chapter No. 2, February 26, 1942, requested
"the immediate removal of all enemy aliens and American-born

Japanese fromthis cowmunity." (639)
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Other military socletlies were much less active.
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groups" were "the mostféetive proponents of mass efacuati on"(1).
In support of this ﬁé‘describes at some length/the activities
of the Western qyﬁeers Association (2) and fhe Grower-Shipper

 Vegetable Assaéiation (3).

Q u b),;a".a
He &% claims that
A Many smaller groups, who'se membership were in competition

with Japanese-Americang, were active in fostering the
evacuation. Among thése were the Southern California
Floral Association.,.the Seattle Retail Florists
Association...and phe Valley Protectlive Association
of Auburn, Washington.(4)

~Sussiisy ond that

Employers'! afnd businessmens' groups, -ilul-lll--iih
pEsalEPs.. . /.oxpressed similar statements, the pro=-
evacuatIOr action of tho—!etut-T?Eu!B"ﬁunuﬁaesnyfng

2 B0 3 L) o .'-.'n-
las ; ctatton, the Egstern
Washi- ton Beet Growers Asaociation
\ngeles-Realy-Board being 7xamp1e1 in point (5)

jj_‘ 4

He also men -n§- he testimony of a speaker for "the vegetable

interests of Monterey Coynty", (6), snd claims that the Aséociated

Produge Deale}e\and Brokers of Los Angeles raised "a ﬂemahd for

evsa uation" ('7) . Q,B& ,( C.LLLLM)Q_},.-‘ LLA{‘L-UUé‘ U.\-C: &"‘(J- {7 c‘/&:.)-u -'\— / [V WV
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The claim thet man?\smaller groups...were activefin fostering
the evacuatien is not suppertgd by the facts presented. Grodzins
presents no evidence to show that there was 8 sgggbé agrictulrual

. g 8N
group or associatien beyond those he’explicitly mentionsdyéich

for
were active or expressed their opinions evacgatinn. /.ihhuﬂ-lng

/
el
= —

as his evidence goes, we have.ihﬂl-teur asebcistions in California—-
;" /»/-.'.'r- Fla. ffdnf d.uf‘! (’JU,,\, ;
the Western Growers Association, the Grower-Shipper Vegetable _—~

Association, the Southern California Floral Association -and ‘the
"vegetable intérests of Monterey.Z-none in Oregon and threg in

Waehington--the Seattle Retall Florists Association, the Eastern

Washington Beet Growers Asaociation and the Valley Protective Assoc,
75 o Kefal o 2fu A
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Department President
CLAIRE LYNCH

LADIES® AUXILIARY

1167 EagSurt Antorio Strest VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS

San Jose, California

Department Secretary
. MARY BOULTON

)'f P. O. Box 463
. N Millbrae, California
Department Treasurer

ALICE POWERS

5353 Locksley Avenue
QOakland, California I

OF THE UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA

Headquarters:
107 Veterans Building, War Memorial
San Francisco, Callfornia
Epao Oakland,
March 2,

RESOLUET LGN
Be it Resolved that we as the Ladlies Auxlllary to

the Veteruns of Foreign Wars of the United States
p, —

of the 10th District, which constitute Alameda
and Contra Costa Counties, go on record as having

pas-=d a Resolution respectfully reque=ting that
7
all Enemy Aliens including American Born Japanese

be entirely and immediately evacuated from the
"
Pacific Coast.

Gaiit,
1942

Resolution Committee

Resoluticn passzad:

March 1, 1942

Office of
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/-j OF THE ) 7 Meets 15t and 3rd Tuesday of each month
/' UNITED STATES/ VETERANS MEMORIAL BUILDING ™% 4

ALBANY, CALIF. Ubrey,, %Pory
Feb. 3, 1942,

RESOLUTION
“THE GOLD STRIPE ORGANIZATION”
FOUNDED 1899
WHEREAS The Government of the United States being at war and in danger

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WEEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

of invasion by hostile nations

That enemy aliens are a constant menace to the welfare of the
population in the industrial sections of the Pacific Coast areas
Enemy eliens working in defense work arenot subject to selective
training and working slongside American citizens subject to such
selective training creates a serious morale condition

Enemy aliens and children of enemy aliens are a possible fifth
golumn aid to enemy activities in the Pacific Coast region

The defense of the Pacific Coast against Japanese Aggression is
surely to be greatly hampered by the present nationals and their
sympathizers

We cen but expect to hav e the repetition of their activities as
at PEARL HARBOR to happen here in case of attack

The large concentration of enemy aliens on the Pacific Coast can
only be of a detrimental nature to the defense of this area

The removal of these enemy aliens to a more inaccessible place
in the more removed parts of the country is entirely possible and
reasonably sure to be of great help to our defense

BE IT RESOLVED:

That this POST, in regular meeting Feb. 2, 1942, as a d
officially Chartered body of the VETERANS OF FOREIG
UNITED STATES believe that and recguest that all suc nemy allens
be removed from the Pacific Coast region to the most™wegoved loz
calities,that their sctivities will be under control, an
contact with the enemy be made as difficult as possible in order
to properly protect our own industries and population on the

Pacific Coast
and that a copy of this Resolution be sent to FRESIDENT ROOSEVELT,

SENATOR JOHNSON and REPRESENTAT'VE TOLAN at WASHINGTON, D.C.

Submitted by:?vahfé%tfa.44%1???ﬂ?§{i..

Post Adjutant

RS of the

APTROVED: Feb. 2, 1942,

0. W

-a.l....loolnodlq.et...

Poat Commander
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Malg @rher UPthe ﬁurple Heart "Founded by General George Washington — August 7. 1782
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Golden Bwmpire ﬂlhapter Nn. 99

D. H. CURSON, Adjutant 'C. O. PETERSON, Commander
450 Coloma Way = 2750 Riverside Boulevard
SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA G _.F " ! -;‘_" SACRAMENTO, CALIPORNIA

.GLoMUI Empire }

P February 13, 1942
E::Tlll;;:ado

obipg Hon. Franklin D. Roosevelt,

Sacramento

Satesio President of tne United States,
?mu _ White House,
‘olo

L) Washington, D. C.

e

N .

Dear Preseident:

——

At the last regular meeting of thnis Chapter
the following resolution was adopted with in-
structions it be sent tc the President of the

United States:

"Golden Empire Chapter No. 99 endorses tne

Resolution adopted by the First Area of the / .
American Legion, that all enemy aliens be
interned."

Submitted,

(.

Very respectfully,

ﬁ.EH. Curson, Adjutant

/.g££; //:3’-‘;?,.;-i

FEB 23 1042 '

i

< Ar BN paiiecis o

“_- S I EIryy

Make Your Slogan “On to Sacramento in '41"




Disabled American Veterans of W.W.I
Seattle Chapter No. 2, Februasry 26, 1942
Jﬂpane;e P
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L {,‘brary apérs
Whereas the Disabled american Veterans of the VWorld War
is an organi- tion composed of men who, by their past
sacrifices, have proven loyal and patriotic to thelr
government and loeal ecommunity; and

Whereas, Seattle Chapter No. 2, D.A.V. of W.W., believe

that the presence of enemy aliens inthis community is
causing grave anxiety to American citizens in their endeavor
to win the present war:; and

Whereas, no apm rent effort 1s being mede to evacuate these
enemy aliens and their fami’' les from thils large war effort
center: Tharefore be it

Resolved, that Seattle Chapter No. 2., D.A.V. of W.W.,
request of you and your committee the immediate removal of
all enemy aliens and American-born Japanese from this
community.

D.M.Beard , Adjutant

(Addressed to Tolan)




AMERICAN LEGION FEDERAL POST No. 97
Portland M0

RESOLUTION z
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Portland, Oregon,
6, 1942,

Hon. John H. Tolan, Chairman,
Enemy Alien Investigation Committee, /J
U. S« Court House, .
Portland, Oregon. ' A

My dear Sir:

Federal Post No, 97, the American Legion, believes that all enemy aliens
and all citizens of enemy alien extraction should be removed inland and that
only those be permitted to return who may obtain a special permit to do so.

Copies of the enclosed resolution have been mailed to American Legion
posts and Chambers of Commerce in six hundred and twenty=five (625) cities
and towns in Washington, Oregon, and California during the last four days.

Federal Post No. 97 does not believe that our critical situation has been
relieved by the recent developmentswhich put the power of removal in the hands
of the War Department. We would like to point out that the authorization has
been in the hands of the War Department for six days and our resident enemies

are still with us.

We hear this morning that the War Department contemplates announcing soon
additional areas to be classed as forbidden to people of which we complain.
That does not seem to be militant enough to suit us when we consider the fact
that an enemy alien may now legally be in 1,000 yards of the Portland Airport
and within 2 miles of Bonneville Dam. Let us show some initiative and zip in
this matter and get all of them out of here immediately.

The problem of what effect their removal will have on the food and vegetable
supoly of the coastal areas seems insignificant to us in view of the damage their
presence may cause. With our enormous supply of labor we will overcome any

difficulty encountered along these lines.

Legionally,

C

L. C. SWAFFORD, Chairman, Americanism Committee
C., T. BLAKESLEE, Commander




AMERICAN LEGION FEDERAL POST No. 97
Portland e,
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RESOLUTION

Whereas, Federal Post No. 97, Department of Oregon, American Legion, did
on January 20, 1942, pass a resolution turging removal of all enemy aliens,especially
Japanese, from the critical coast areas, and

Whereas, daily discoveries disclosed after sporadic raids (in California,
Ue. S. army uniforms and much contraband, and in Oregon caches of arms, ammunition
and explosives) indicate probability of  widespread sabotage held in 1eash until a
critical moment for most telling r=f:t‘ect, and

Whereas, notwithstanding this certainty that the situation is becoming more
serious each day and enemy aliens, especially Japanese, are still roaming around .
apparently at will and their business establishments are in some cases being
permitted to reopen, and ;

Whereas, this is in most striking contrast to the treatment being accorded
our nationals in enemy countries, and

Whereas, it is the unanimous opinion of Federal Post of the Ameriean Legion,
in keeping with the established poliecy of the National body since its founding
of safeguarding our national integrity, that such $reatment of our enemy aliens is
a sore trial to the patience of the vast majority of our loyal citizens, and

Whereas, the situation is so acute that drastic and severe action is justified
to prevent widespread sabotage and the arising of a serious fifth column element,
oW

Therefore, be it resolved that this is no time for namby-pamby pussyfooting,
fear of hurting the feelings of our enemies; that it is not the time for consider-
ation of minute constitutional rights of those enemies but that it is time for .
vigorous, whole-hearted, and concerted action in support of the Pacific Coast
Committee on Alien Enemies and Sabotage toward the removal of all Enemy aliens
and citizens of enemy alien extraction from all areas along the coast and that
only those be permitted to return that are able to secure special permit for that
purpose, and

Be 1t/resolved that copies of this resolution be sent to newspapers and all
members of that committee.

Passed by unanimous vote at the regular meetlng of Federal Post No. 97,
American Legion, held February 17, 1942.

NOEL A. FROST, ADJUTANT,

C. T. BIAKESLEE, COMMANDER.
;" / i B"(V{MJL‘-C_. Zéz/wiltn-.-z_fc‘-ﬁ/.
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WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, do hereby endorse the abeve resolution and insist upon prompt action for the re-

~moval of all Japanese and enemy aliens to points inland:-

.igned thi — day of— 1942,

City

Members and friends of

NAME ©F ORGANIZATION

Herewith:-




Japanes Relocat;
. . B‘:’f oil CLJL?:ryPape" C‘«K / {'
Federal Post No. 97, Department of Oregon, American Legion, solicits
the help of your organization in our attempt to secure the removal from
Pacific coast areas of all Japanese, both alien and native-born, to points
at least 300 miles inland.

According to the best information available teo us it seems certain that
wherever the Japanese armies have struck in this war the Japanese populations
have been found treacherously 100 per cent cooperative with the troops of the
Rising Sun.,

Chairman Dies of the House Committee on subversive activities in a recent
press release has warned that unless something is done to rigidly restrict the
activities of Japanese on the Pacific Coast they will show us something that
will make us forget Pearl Harbor as a calamity., Walter Lippman,-a syndicated
columnist of unimpeachable reputation who has just completed a tour of the
Pacific Coast says, "The Coast is in imminent danger of attack from within
and without ~ The Japanese navy has been reconnoitering,testing, and feeling
out the defenses; communication takes place between the enemy at sea and the
enemy agents on land."

There are 112,000 people of Japanese extraction in Washington, Oregon,
and California and we believe that all of them could be removed to midwest
points without undue hardship and we are convinced that the safety and security
of this coast depends on such action being taken.

In answer to the argument that you can't treat native-born Japanese that
way - let us say that we are just sitting around waiting for the enemy to
stab us in the back as the "tourists" struck down Holland and Norway, and in
view of the proven treachery of the race, laws must be enacted to protect us.

The Attorney General has designated 111 areas on the coast in which
enemy aliens are forbidden, and for purposes of illustration we define one of
ther - the area in Eugene, Oregon, bounded by the alley between 7th and 8th
Streets, Mill Street, 13th Street, and the alley between Olive and Charhelton
Streets, as being one of the forbidden areas. We contend that it is foolhardy
to expect any Japanese who is bent on an act of sabotage to be deterred by
such weak restrictions - who is going to stop him from crossing the alley.

The issue as we see it is simply this - Is the safety and security of
11,000,000 residents of Washington, Oregon, and California to be jeopardized,
or, shall 112,000 people of Japanese descent be made uncomfortable.

Copies of the enclosed resolution and of this letter are being mailed
to hundreds of Legion Posts and fraternal organizations in Washington,
Oregon, and California asking them to endorse this resolution, give it press
publicity, and send copies to their Senators and Congressmen to the end
that Japanese of whatever descent will be shoved back over the mountains and
that the threat which now hangs over all of us may be removed.

Please act immediately and effectively.

Fraternally,

e (4

LEE C. SWAFFORD
CHATRMAN - AMERICANISM COMMITTEE, POST NO. 97
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Letters should be sent to Senator Wallgren, Chairman, Pacific
Coast Committee on Alien Enemies and Sabotage, Washington, D. C., and
to all Senators and Congressmen from the State of Oregon, and to the
Oregonian and Journal.

Interested persons should try to get civic or fraternal organizations
to which they belong to adopt suitable resolutions and send them to the
people and organizations named above,

Letters should clearly state name of writer; should convey the sender's
alarm at the ineffective restrictions placed on enemy aliens by the Attorney
General and the Department of Justice; should cite any incidents of which
the sender may know which provide opportunities for people of the Japanese
race to commit acts of sabotage and the sender should indicate what alarm
he or she¢ may feel under existing conditions.

Do not use form letters under any circumstances. Write what you feel in
your own words, preferable in longhand.

The following are members of the Pacific Coast Committee on Alien Enemics
and Sabotage:

Senator M, C, Wallgren, Chairman
. Sheridan Dovmey
Congressman John M. Costello, California
. Richard J. Welch, "
Walter M. Pierce, Oregon
Knute Hill, Washington
Alfred J. Elliott, Californisa
John Z. Anderson, .
Jerry Voorhis, L
Leland M. Ford, "
Bertrand W. Gearhart,"
Harry R. Sheppard, "
Homer D. Angell, Oregon
Thomas Rolph, California
Thomas F. Ford, "
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RESOLUTION

BASIC MAGNESIUM POST #40

AMERICAN LEGION - DEPARTMENT OF NEVADA

e ———— T

WHEREAS @

Our nation, in war, is confronted with the seriousness of bat=-
tling for the perpetuation of ideals and traditions which enemy
despots seek, by force and violenee, to destroy; and,

WHEREAS: .
Japanese, residing in vital defense areas, have been removed, in the

interests of national safety, to inland areas remote from the location
of essential war industries and placed in properly restricted and
guarded concentration camps; and,

WHEREAS:

Japanese have now been officially permitted to locate in the Moapa
Valley, Clark County, Nevada, in close proximity to Boulder Dam, the
plant of Basic Magnesium, Inom rporated, and the mine and mill of the
Manganese Ore Company, vital and essential defense activities; and,

WHEREAS:

These Japanese are being imported into this defense area for the
alleged purpose of satisfying a so called labor shortage and these
Japanese replace native and resident Indian labor on irrigation water
works and other publiec and semi-public operations; and,

WHEREAS:
This situation creates a dmgerous precedent and jeopardizes the
safety of war Industries now located in Clark County, Nevada:

THEREFORE BE IT RESCLVED:

That the Federal authorities, responsible for the control of alien
enemies and citizens deemed to be undesirable by reason of war condi-
tions, be urged to take immediate action to remove these Japanese from
the Moapa Valley to the detention ¢ amps from which they came and, fur-
ther, that the War Manpower Board be called upon to assist the farmers
and other employers of labor in the problem of securing sufficient man-
power to eliminate theJapanese; and,

BE IT FURTH&ER RESOLVED:

That the emphatic opposition of Basic Magnesium Post #40, American
Legion, Department of Nevada, to any policy of assigning Japanese or
any other enemy aliens or potentially dangerous personnel to this area,
in any capaclty, be spread upon these minutes, and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:
That copies of this resolution, duly adopted at a regular meeting
of Basic Magnesium Post #40, held Tw sday, December 15, 1942, be for-
. rded to Commanding General DeWitt, commanding the Western War Zone, the
‘iﬁmmanding Officer at Camp Williston, Boulder City, Nevada, the Com-




RESOLUTION December 16, 1942

manding Officer of the Gunnery School, Las Vegas, Honorable E, P,
Carville, Governor of Nevada, Honorable James G. Scrugham, United
States Senator for Nevada, Honorable Maurice Sullivan, Representative
in Congress for Nevada, the National Director - War Relocation Board,
the Department Executive Committee and the Commander of the Fourth
District, American Legion, Department of Nevada, and to the Press.

/s/

C. J. Ferguson
Basic Magnesium Post #40

Clark S. Hardy
Adjutant
GF:dp

cc: Commanding General DeWitt, Western War Zone, as well as other
Commanding Officers, Legionnaires, Commanders, Chairmen;
four copies to The Press.




MARCH 23, 1942

Mr. ANDREWS. The statement of the
chairman is exactly correct.

Mr. RANDOLPH. Reserving the right
to object, Mr. Speaker, I have no inten-
tion of objecting, but I feel we can cub
nonessential spending and give more
money to our soldiers. I ask the distin-
guished chairman of the Committee on
Military Affairs if it is net his opinion
that Congress should at this time give
eareful consideraion with a view to rais-
ing the basic pay of the privates in the
Army.
© Mr. MAY. I believe such a bill is
pending in the House Committee on Mil-
itary Affairs at this time. We plan to
have hearings on it at such time as we
can conveniently do so, considering the
press of other important legislation.

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to
the request of the gentleman from Ken-
tucky?

There was no chjection,

The bhill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, was read the third
time, and passed, and a motion to recon-
gider was laid on the table.

COMMITTEE ON NAVAL AFFAIRS

Mr, VINSON of Georgia. Mr, Speaker,
T ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Naval Affairs be permitted to
sit during the sessions of the House for
the balance of the week.

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to
the request of the gentleman from
Georgia?

There was no objection.

SECOND WAR POWERS BILL

Mr. McLAUGHLIN. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent for the immedi-
ate consideration of Senate Concurrent
Resolution 27.

The Clerk read the resolution, as
follows:

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives comeurring), That in enrolling
the bill (8. 2208) to further expedite the
prosecution of the war, the Secretary of the
Benate is authorized and directed to make all
necessary corrections in title and section
numbers and cross references as may be nec-
essary by reason of the omission from the
enrolled bill of title VIIL

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to
the request of the genfleman from Ne-
braska?

There was no objection.

The Senate concurrent resolution was

concurred in.
A motion to reconsider was laid on the
table.

EXTENSION OF REMARKS

Mr. LELAND M, FORD. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent to extend my
own remarks in the Recorp and include
therein an article from the Petroleum
World entitled “A Job for the Military,”
and in another extension to include an
article from the San Francisco Call-
Bulletin. '

The SPEAKER Is there objection to
the request of the gentleman from Cali-

fornia?
There was no objection.

[The matters referred to appear in the

- Appendix.] :

-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE

PERMISSION TO ADDRESS THE HOUBE

Mr. LELAND M. FORD. Mr, Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that at the con-
clusion of the legislative program today
and following any special orders hereto-
fore entered I may be permitted to ad-
dress the House for 15 minutes.

The SPEAKER. Is there chjection to
the request of the gentleman from Cali-
fornia?

There was no objection.

Mr. LELAND M. FORD, Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent to address the
House for 1 minute.”

The SPEAKER. Is there objection fo
the request of the gentleman from Cali-
fornia? ¥

There was no objection.

Mr. LELAND M. FORD. Mr, Speaker,
T am inserting in the Recorp today an
article from the Petroleum World, en-
titled “A Job for the Military.” It ap-
pears that our petroleum interests in
California are not being properly pa-
trolled, and this article calls the atten-
tion of our people to the situation exist-
ing there.

A second extension of my remarks has
to do with the shortage of rubber. It is
stated by the writer of the article T am
including in my remarks that we can re-
claim 450,000 tons of rubber. If this can
be done, I see no reason why it should
not be done. An ear should be lent to
such suggestions as this. I hope all the
Members of the House will read the ar-
ticle.

At the conclusion of the legislative
program today I expect to address the
House on the subject of the 40-hour
week, and I expect to tell Mr. Phil Mur-
ray some of the things he ought to know.

[Here the gavel fell.]

EXTENSION OF REMARKS

Mr. ROLPH. Mr, Speaker, I ask unan-
jmous consent that I may be permitted
to extend my remarks in the Appendix
of the Recorp and to include therein an
editorial from the San Francisco Exami-
ner entitled “Fair Trade Practices.”

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to
the request of the gentleman from Cali-
fornia?

There was no objection.

[The matter referred to appeals in the
Appendix.]

Mr. ROLPH. Mr, Speaker, I also ask
unanimous consent to extend my re-
marks in the Recorp and to include an

editorial from the San Francisco Call- |

Bulletin,

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to
the request of the gentleman from Cali-
fornia?

There was no objection.

[The matter referred to appears in the
Appendix.]

PERMISSION TO ADDRESS THE HOUSE

Mr. MAHON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to address the House
for 1 minute.

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to

| the request of the gentleman from

Texas?
There was no objection.

Japanese Relocation Papers
Bancroft 'Library

2895

Mr., MAHON. Mr. Speaker, it has
been suggested that the Congress recess
and go home in order to learn of the
attitude of the people on the question of
strikes, the 40-hour week, war produc-
tion, and war profits. I would hate fo
think that the House 1s so blind and
insensible that it does not already know
the wishes of the people on these gques-
tions. The wishes of the people have
been obvious for a long time, and a Mem-
ber of Congress who does not now know
the will of the people when it is so crystal
clear must have an amazing method of
isolating himself from the people whom
he represents.

Mr. Speaker, in my opinion it will be
an outrage if this House votes to recess
before voting on legislation effectively
suspending the 40-hour week, speeding
up production, and eliminating industrial
graft and excess profits. Effective legis-
lation should be passed immediately, not
at some indefinite future date. Mac-
Arthur and his men did not take a recess.
They did what was necessary and they
did it without delay or hesitation. This
Congress can do no less.

For ‘my part, I shall vote against &
recess until we have voted on the legisla-
tion referred to and I ask for a roll call
vote on the record at the proper time on
the question of a recess.

In regard to strikes and racketeering,
it is only fair to peint out that the House
last December passed effective legisla-
tion, and the hill now reposes in the
Senate.

JESSE H. POWELL

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr, Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to address the House
for 1 minute.

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to
the request of the gentleman from
Missouri?

There was no objection,

[Mr, COCHRAN addressed the House.
His remarks appear in the Appendix of
today’s RECORD.]

LETTER TO WAYNE COY

Mr. VORYS of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 1

ask unanimous consent to proceed for 1

| minute and to revise and extend my re-

marks in the RECORD.
The SPEAKER. Is there objection to
the request of the gentleman from Ohio?
There was no objection.

[Mr, VORYS of Ohio addressed the
House, His remarks appear in the Ap-
pendix of today's RECORD.]

EXTENSION OF REMARKS

Mr. ROBERTSON of North Dakota.
Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to
extend my remarks in the Recorp and to
include an article by Roger Babson.

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to
the request of the gentleman from North
Dakota?

There was no objection.

[The matter referred to appears in the
Appendix.]

Mr. ROBERTSON of North Dakota.

| Mr. Speaker, I also ask unanimous con-

sent to extend my remarks in the RECORD
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and to include therein an editorial from
the Washington Post.

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to
the request of the gentleman from North
Dakota?

There was no objection,

[The matter referred to will appear
hereafter in the Appendix.]

PERMISSION TO ADDRESS THE HOUSE

Mr. SCHULTE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to address the House
for 1 minute and I also ask unanimous
consent that I may be permitted to ad-
dress the House for 10 minutes today fol-
lowing any previous special order and
after the regular legislative program of
the day.

The SPEAKER. 1Is there objection to
the request of the gentleman from In-
diana? i

There was no objection.

[Mr. SCHULTE addressed the House.
His remarks appear in the Appendix of
today's RECORD.]

Mr. VOORHIS of California. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to ad-
dress the House for 10 minutes today fol-
lowing any previous special order and the
regular legislative program of the day.

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to
the request of the gentleman from Cali-
fornia?

There was no objection.

Mr. VOORHIS of California. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute at this time.

The SPEAKER. Ig there objection to
the request of the gentleman from Cali-
fornia? ‘

There was no objection.

Mr. VOORHIS of California. Mr,
Speaker, I rise to' put my head into the
lion's mouth and to protest against an

editorial appearing in the Washington /

Daily News
Squawks.”
In my judgment, the statement of the

entitled “The "\\ Speaker

Speaker of the House commenting on | '

agitation going on throughout the coun-
try and pointing out the vast importance
of national unity was an altogether
proper statement. I found nothing what-
soever in that statement objecting to fair
and honest criticism of Congress. '
further judgment, the position of the Na=
tional Legislature in the United States,
regardless of what the opinion of Mem-
bers of the House or of other people may.
be about specific issues, is of the most
fundamental importance to the preserva-
tion of democracy. The very first ne-
cessity of dictatorship is destruction of
the national legislative hody. In my
judgment, all the Speaker asked for and
all that I am asking for is that people
tell the truth when they offer criticism.
The Congress can and should stand all
honest criticism. But neither this nor
any other institution ¢an stand continued
misrepresentation. In this very editorial
Congress is taken to task for having pro-
vided for “self-allodated pensions for
Congressmen.” I am wondering whether
the writer of the editorial knows that
that measure was wiped off the statute
books. I believe we must have criticism,
we must have debate, we must have dis-
agreements, but we and everyone else

In my |

must understand that nothing is to be
gained for our country by either New
Dealers or old dealers trying to use this
war to try to prosecute their own aims.
And when anyone says, “We can have
national unity as soon as Congress does
just what I want them to do,” he is ask-
ing something which is quite impossible
in a democracy. No one can have his way
altogether.

The Speaker of the House is the symbol
of the House. I rise to express my pro-
test against this editorial.

[Here the gavel f€ll.]

EXTENSIUN OF REMARKS

Mr. CASEY c¢f Massachusetts. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to ex-
tend in the Recodp an address delivered
by Mr. Archibald MacLeish,

The SPEAKE Is there objection?

There was no @bjection.

[The matter referred to appears in the
Appendix.] !

Mr. CASEY of Massachusetts. Also,
Mr. Speaker, Ilask unanimous consent
to extend my rémarks in the ReEcorp by
the inclusion of an editorial from the
Boston Post. \

The SPEAKE Is there objection?

There was no objection.

[The matter referred to appears in the
Appendix.]

Mr. HINSHAW. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to extend my remarks
and include excerpts from an article
from the magazine Amerasia,

The SPEAKER. Is there objection?

There was no objection.

[The matter referred to will appear
heréafter in the Appendix.]

i . JAPANESE LANGUAGE SCHOOLS

| Mr. HINSHAW. Mr. Speaker, I ask

The SPEAKER., Is there objection? ]
There was no objection. ;

| Mr. HINSHAW. Mr. Speaker, it hés
l&been found that the so-called Japanese-
language schools have been used for years
‘for the purpose of indoctrinating the

‘| American-born children of Japanese de-

scent with the ideals of that country and
their ancestry, in order to fasten upon
them such ties to Japan as may make
them suitable material either for the
Japanese Army or Navy, their spy system,
or fifth-column work. Many of the
graduates of these Japanese-language
schools have been required to go to Japan
for 1 or 2 years' training and then return
to the United States.

Doubtless a good number of those
postgraduates are ready and willing to
carry out any orders which may be given
to them by the Japanese Government,
and yet they retain their American citi-
zenship, granted them by virtue of their
birth in this country. Similar schools
may be operating in this country under
the aegis of the Nazi, Fascist, or other
foreign governments—in the future, if
not now.

The two bills which I have introduced
are for the direct purpose of wiping out
these educational mills for the production

of American-born fifth columnists and

‘unanimous consent to address the Houser‘
‘for 1 minute. I}
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saboteurs. I hope that one of these bills
will be adopted by the Congress and ap-
proved by the President without delay,
and I hope that the stronger of the two
will be the one adopted. To let thesa
things go on without legal restriction
.would be the height of folly.

AIN

-

. mii LABOR LAWS

Mr. RIZLEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to proceed for 1 min=
ute, and revise and extend my remarks.

The SPEAKER. Is there objection?

There was no objection.

[Mr., RIZLEY addressed the House.
His remarks appear in the Appendix of
today’s Recorbp.]

EXTENSION OF REMARKS

Mr. HOPE. Mr, Speaker, I ask unanie
mous consent to extend my remarks and
include a resolution adopted by the Inde«
pendent Gas Association of Kansas.

The SPEAKER. Isthere objection?

There was no objection.

[The matter referred to appears in the
Appendix.]

. FORTY-HOUR WEEK MUST GO

Mr. HOPE. Mr, Speaker, I ask unani«
mous consent to address the House for
1 minute.

The SPEAKER. Is there objection?

There was no objection.

Mr. HOPE. Mr. Speaker, we cannot
afford the luxury of a privileged class in
this country at a time when the Nation
is fighting for its very life. That is why
the 40-hour week must go. While our
soldiers and sailors, our farmers and
small businessmen, and millions of other
American citizens are working long and
sometimes unlimited hours to prepare
the Nation for victory, we have a special
group whose leaders declare that its mema
bers will not work more than 40 hours per
week unless they receive a pay increase of
50 percent. I do not believe that the
workingmen of this country want to put
themselves in a privileged class. I think
that they want to do their part without
favoritism or special privileges.

I believe that if you would leave the
matter to these patriotic American work«
ingmen the vote would be overwhelming
to do away with the 40-hour week. I be=
lieve that if the leaders of labor organiza=
tions are wise and farsighted they will
agree with the almost unanimous senti«
ment of other Americans that for the
duration of this emergency there must be
no 40-hour week, no time and a half for
overtime, and no special privileges for any
group or class in this country.

LABOR RACKETEERS

Mr. COFFEE of Nebraska. Mr. Speak«<
er, I ask unanimous consent to proceed
for 1 minute,

The SPEAKER. Is there objection?

There was no objection,

Mr. COFFEE of Nebraska. Mr, Speak-
er, the people of this Nation are aroused
because the labor racketeers are pers
mitted to take advantage of the national
emergency to force closed-shop agree=
ments and other unjustifiable demands
on industries engaged in war producth,p‘ 5

Every group and every individual #i1 thi




ANTI-JAPANESE ACTIVITIES OF THE CALIFORNIA
AMERICAN LEGION

The California Legionnaigg{’fﬁg_official publication of

the Department of California of the American Legion, was
gearched for the t1od from December 15, 1941 thru S ember 1,
1943 in order~fo discover the activities of the alifornia
Legion ip/relation to the Japanese and Amepicans of Japanese
descerft in California. One issue, th of January 1, 1942,
missing from the file. The mpdt important Legion actliv-
/ities in regard to the Japangget guestion are the resolptions
passed both by state an ocal groups and the ap ni%ent and

reports of investi ing committees. The lifornia Legionnaire

algc carried maries of speeches magde, editorials, and news
ing to the problem.

The December 15, 1941’;asaef6f’the Cal. Leg. carried the

only item found dup{ﬁE’;;;-entire pert0d which was._ unfav=-

orable to/rh California Ja
¥

f’ﬁE;;iﬁnd against attack". (Cal. Leg. .

,/
Zf/c «7) Demands for in%érnne t of Japanege

aliens and dual citizens begﬂgpwith the Pebruary 1, 1942 issue.

A Flrst Area meeting\!§§4ﬁéié in Vallejo dn January at

/

which Dre L. J. AnderSon of Placerville sppke and demanded

immediate internment--"investigate them angd ferret but the
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good ones later". At this same meeting Deputy Adjutant James

. Pisk said that only 25% of native bop Japenese are citizens.

in concentration ca that the 48&nd and/or property
owned or operat by such allie e placed under Government
supervision r the durati of the war.~_All Japanese who
0 hold dual £itizenship be placed i \goncentration
th the same/control over their property."“ (C. L.,
2/A2, pe 1, 6.7 & 8)

In Glendale on February 22, 1942, the Fourth Area meet-
ing adopted a resolution calling for "...evacuation of Amer-
icen citizens of 'enemy alien extraction' whose loyalty 1s
questionable, or as an alternative, to so restrict thelr mode

of living as to eliminate any danger from them". (C.L., 3/1/42,

J
loyalty t7’Japan . ond res-%ytion was |
\

g that the power X0 remove Japaﬁhse from
from the Justice artment*

bmmanding General be given utho#ity

e ———————

meeting in Santa Barbsra on April 11-12, 1942, adopted a

=
resolution asking the military authorities to evacuat¥on from
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were condemned and the committee reiterated Res. 50 and 54
edopted at the Los Angeles Cep%ention. ‘A'vote of commendation
to the Commanding Officj;/?f‘the Weepéfn Defense Command was

also included. (C.L., L /15/42, 9," 1, s 1&2)

fDepartmﬁzj/§§gcutive

of Califérnia's two :
 Perry Post 525 of arris Post 438 of
i F \

' 8an Francjﬂdﬁff’¥§23udge Advocate nted out-tﬁg?_the Posts

\hW_ ealings ACeLs 1/%&5#43;@3. 7&8)II'

ported to have had 1 support of Ahe members". (C.L.,
1/15/43, p.5, ¢.6) The 943, C.L. mentioned
that the Legion sponsgred two bills/in the California lLegis-

lature, S140 and S18, which pertgined to the alien land law.

| SSe—

h'?lb-—...»-wub,. u

(C.L. 2/15/43, p.A, ¢.2) \The National Executive Committee on

Americanism approved several points in regard to the Japanese

cuestion. These were listed in the March 15, 1943 C.L., and

e
are merely a reiteration of Res. 50 adopted at the Los “ngeles

Convention. (“.L. 3/15/43, Pel g;§l~}The Executive Committee
meeting in Los Angeles on April 10-1l1l reaffirmed resolutions

¥
50 and 54 of the Los #ngeles Convention and also demanded that

if Japanese be relegsed for farm or other work that they be

Q.2 afrgfon, pot, oA
under the supervisjfon of the United States amm:,r./l This again,
seems a contradiction. Res. 5% 50 demands that no Japanese
be allowed to ledve the camps "under any pretext for the

duration™; Res. 54 commends Gen. DeWitt for refusing to re-




lease any Japanese "for use in agriculture™. Now they reaffirm
those, but say if they are released it should be under Army
supervision.

The Rio Linda Post on May 2 passed a r ution calllng

, Ceb)
in the June 15,

up the Legion's

all Japenese—inteérnees have admitted their desire to fight for
Japan should theyp—be-reTeased:" (C.L./6/15/43, p3. ¢.2) This

same Legion Auxiliary pf Dist. 23 adogted a resolutign at 1its

June leeting which is/quoted in part fn the 7/15/43 (.L.
Several "mwhereases" gre given, but ngne of the "resolves" .

The "whereases" inclpded the following: that internment

was necessary for tie safety of thefcountry and for [the

gsafety of the interpees; that "Th¢ differences 1nj eligion,
tradition, thought,| race, and col of the Japanesé from our
American citizens such «.. as fo prohibit any Japanese

from ever becoming R strictly loyal American"; that "By
actual survey it hag§ been ascertgined that 80% of the internees

would, by their own |admission, fight for Japan if given the
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The State Convention of the American Legion was held in

San Francis€o August 16,17,18, 1943. However, the August 15,
C o>
1943 carried accouis of the convention. It reported that the

following resolutions were adopted unanimouslg;fthe elimination

of all Japanese from the armed forces; the/control of reloca-
tion camps by the army; the segregatiop/of Japanese known to
be disloyal; a Congressional study the entire Japanese
problem; the passage of the Johnsén bill which would set up

a committee to arrange for the portation of disloyal Japanese
after the war. (C.L. 8/15/434 p.l, c.8) The SpEx September

l, 1943 C.L. printed a summgry of all the resolutions adopted
at the San Francisco convgntion. Res. 7 deals mith the Japan-

; ALaX
ese question and is practically a repetition of,which the

August 15, 1943 issue garried but there are miglr differences.
Res. 7 demanded the tpansfer of control of all Japanese in the
United States to the/army; the segregation of known disloyal
Japanese; the use In agriculture under army supervision out-
side of the combat [zone of American born Japsnese; the release
of Japanese owned farm implements, cars, tires for wartime use
under eminent domain; the creation of a committee to effect the
deportation of all alien Japanese and unworthy American born at

the end of the war; and the elimination of Japanese from the

armed forces of the United States. (C.L. 9/1/43, p.6, c.l)




At the Resolutions Committee meeting held 1n San Fran-
cisco December 5-6, 1942, it was decided to ask the Depart-
ment Commander to appoint an investigating committee of
Legionnaires to conduct an investigation of all Japanese
Relocation Areas in the state of California. Coples of
the subsequent report were to be submitted to Department
Headguarters, to interested District Commanders, and to the
President of the United States. (C.L., 12/15/42, p.l, c.l)
In accordance with this request, Dept. Commander Happell ap-
pointed a committee of which State Senator Jack B. Tenny was

Chairman and of which H.J. McClatchy was a mermber. (C.L.,

2/1/43, p.5, C.8) The report of this committee was read to
e ——

the Executive Committee in Los Angelés April ié:ll, 1943 by
iy |
&) et He 3. McClatchy.?"(E.L. 5/1/43, p.d,/c. 5&6 and p.6, c.1-5)
r__..-.-----—"_'_'—'_--_‘-----m-

The report stated that the inv%stigators decided to con-
fine their investigations to the f7llowing points: general
living conditions, camp government/, food, stores, cash
allowances, schools, and dual citizenship. Testimony was
taken before notaries under oathd The Joint Fact Finding
Committee of the Californla legiplature detailed some of its
own members to accompany the Ledion members. The report
stated that the investigations pere necessarily incomplete

and that many allegations were hot completely verified. The

committee broke up into two parts; one, composed of

We M. Sisson, He Jo MeClatehy, |and H.A. Vogelsand investiga-
ted conditions at Tule Lake; ﬁhe other, composed of L. F.
Olson, G. Contreras, and A« De Guasti investigated conditlons

at Manzanar.




Manzanar

The report of the committee investi tihﬂrManzanar is not

nearly so damning as that of the Tule ke group. ExXcerpts
Japanese Relocation p,
from it follow: ““m“hwmfm"

"prior to the administratigd of Mr. Merritt, the evacuees
were permltted to leave the Center and wander at will
about the adjacent county§y. This practice quickly an-
tagonized the regidents /of nearby communities, and 1s

an example of the ldosg’ type of control exercised by

some civilian adminisfrators in this and similar projects
in the State. The present administration does not permit
such leniency. | /

",... Contrary/to current rumors, the evacuees are
not fed any better than the average citizen. They are
given oleomargarine instead of butter, and their food,
while not luxurilous, is ample and nourishing.




. The report had this to say in regard to the riot at

Manzanar:

"Conditions at Manzanar are certainly not so crowded
that congestion alone would cause such an oubbreak of
subversive violence. As for newspapers stressing only
the sensational aspects of the affair, it would be dif-
ficult to imagine anything more sensational than a riot
by Japanese evacuees which lasted three days and resulted
in th eath of two, and the wounding of four, and the
serious,being administered an evacuee because of his
cooperation with Government investigative agencies.

"It must be remembered that only a handful/of
leaders of the riot were removed from the Cenfer. Sev-
eral hundred evacuees comprised the mob of yioters and
the majority of them are still there.

"Conferences with County officials afd citizens in-
dicated that there is the strongest senfiment for Army
control at Manzanar. The great contreft between conditions
in the Center under the present adminfstration and those
which preceded it indicate that consfderable latitude is
given the 1individual administrator./ Under Army supervision
the administration would b4 much mgre uniform, and publiec
sentiment emphatically favdrs Army supervision..

"It is felt that an Americanifm course, which all
adult evacuees are compelle ttend, would be an ex-
cellent thing. Under press ditions the disloyal
Japanese ard left pretty much afone to nurture their
subversive broodings. Thes versive tendencies were
deeply ingrained as a vital| pght of the Japanese heritage,
and after years of intense octrination of Japanism and
a firmly planted sense of faflatic devotion to the Smperor.

"Unquestionably, the problem of segregation is a dif-
ficult one. There is no doubt that the older evacuees
are, for the most part, loyal to Japan and that they ex-
ercise considerable influence on the Nigsei with whom they
have the closest contatt.

The report concluded by making the following four

‘recommendations:




The July 1, 1943 issue of the C.L. carried a report on
the investigations of the State Senate Fact Finding Committee
which is seeking to determine the attitude of Californians on
the Japanese and Japanese Americans now in the relocation
centers. The committee met in Modesto on Juneflé aqd in
Turlock on June 17 and received the testimon;/bf county of-
ficials and other interested citizens. The/chairman of the
committee, Sen. Hugh P. Donnelly of Turlgck, reported "almost
unanimous opinion in the Modesto area §éainst the return of

any Japanese, at least until after thé war™. Commander

/
Pedersen, Commander of the 12th. Digt., Ameri. Leg., made the

statement that American soldiers gﬁd sailors who have been
wounded 1n the Pacific theater of war, would rise against any
Japanese who might be returned/tmthere. Dr. A. J. Rousse of
the Turlock Post told the Fact Finding Committee that the Post
had adopted a resolution calling for a ban agéinst the return
of Japanese during the way: The Modesto post had adopted a
resolutlion approving thgfseven point program of the Aerm. Leg.
for the solution of thgﬁJapanese problem on the Pacific Coast.
{The seven points are)ﬁot listed.) The Ceres Post passed a
resolution commending/ Gen. DeWitt for his stand and also one
urging Army control /of the camps. The Newman Post endorsed
the seven point prggram. The Atwater Post drafted a resolution

opposing any "movdment or plan of ever allowing any Japanese to

make a permanent home in California or in the United States".

(C.L. p.2, 0031
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attempts to be heard t have on received the 'run around'."

(C.L. 3/15/42, p.l. ¢.1)

The Department Executive Committee, meeting in Santa

Barbara April 1l and 12, heard a speech £rsm by Homer Chaillaux,
National Americanism Director. Mr. Chaillaux said in part:
"Everybody thought Jim Fisk was crazy twelve years ago when

he continued to stay in there with thglJapanese ‘mmigration
Committee, and in 1935 tried to passflegislation to get rigqg

of the Japs, meaning the fishing fleet on the West Coast, but

1t falled. Why? Because the canpers wanted cfip labor. It




took Pegarl Harbor to showm that the Legion was right in its pro-
gram concerning Japanese aliens." (G.;,,'4/15/42, p.l, c. 7&8)
The Los ﬁngeleé'Gonvention of 1942,/ﬁ;ard a speech by Jack B.
Tenny, Department Legislative ariman and Assemblyman in
which he "described the hotbeds of subversive activities in
California,--German, Itdlian, and Japanese, naming both names
and places™. No furyher details of this speech were reported.
(CoeL. 9/1/42, pu4,/c.5)

On January 17, 1943 in Merced, Pimkrixz Depertment Com-
mander Happell told the 12th. Distrigt Legion members that the
Legion favored 1) Legislation faybring revocation of citizen-
ship of all Japanese born in e Unlted States, 2) Making it
unlawful for such individusdAs to own land anywhere in contin-
ental United States, 3) Ztricter control of Japanese now in
relocation centers. L. 2/1/43, p.6, c.3) Happell, at a
meeting of the lOthl District January 20 in QOakland, reported
that the Legion gémanded that all Japanese be placed under
army control. ¢*.L. 2/15/43, p.2, c.4) :

Thé.Twenty Third Distriet financed the
booklet entitled "Playing with Dynamite™ wiich deals mith
Japanese subversive activities. The fir printing was ex-
hausted in less than a month and requeésys were still coming
in. The District pledged $103 for =additional printing of the

booklet. BPr. John R. Lechner introducled the speaker of the

Faol-2
evening, who was Kilsoo K. Haan of the Sino-Korean Peoples

League. Hr. Haan was reported as saying: "Yet in spite of

the treachery of the Japanese, there As a group in America




raising money for the purpose of relessing these aliens from
evacuation camps." Following this speech, a reésolution was
passed protesting the removal of Japanese from the camps .
{03k 3/15/45, p.B, &.6)

Clyde Shoemaker, President of the Legion Luncheon Club,
gave a speech to the District 23 Leglon Auxiliary at their
March meeting. He reviewed the history of the Japanese in the
United States, and concludgé: "This is a war to the finish
and let us not be misled ﬁ; newspapers printed by the Japanese
in these various centers; In which appear many a plea for sym-
pathy." {B.1. 4/1/45,15.5, c.6)

The Department Exécutive Committee, meeting in Los Angeles
on April 10, 1943, heard an address by Jefferson D. Atwood,
National Vice-Commander, who urged the denial of citizenship
to American born children of aliens "unless they ask for it

and prove themselves worthy". He had suggested a change in

the Fourteenth Amendment to t@e U.S5. Constitution to that

effect. (C.L., 4/15/43, p.l{jc. 7 % 8)

Clyde Shoemaker spoke again op’larch 25 to the South
Los #ngeles Post. The C.L. mer€ly quoted him as saying that
"The Legion must be realistig in handling the post-war Japanese
problem". (C.L.74/15/45,

The June 1, 1943 C.L. carrlied ® this headlin if’“Roane
Waring Denounces Coddling of Japs™ and contaip€d an account of
Waring's speech in San Francisco on xﬁizx 8, 1943 in the

ed his speech
Veterans “emorlal Auditorium. C.L. sdxkim as followmg:

"Branding those in charge of the WRA as 'wide eyed theorists'




who are either too ignorant or too dishonest state the
truth, the Legion Chief produced and read Aetters from J.
Edgar Hoover denying that the FBI had vestigated Japanese
recently released from Relocation Cénters." During this
same Californla visit, Waring spbdke at the Btadium in Los
Angeles. There he sald: "Th¢ WRA's handling and release
of Japanese placed in theirfcustody is a fraud against
America." He accused of falsehood and deception in
releasing 180 Japanese /'so that they can fill up the schools
and colleges, from which our boys have gone to fight". He
again read the letter from Hoover denying that the FBI had
investigated released Japanese. (C.L., 6/1/43, Psl, C.4%5)
Dr. John K. Lechner, Chairman the District American-
ism Committee, spoke to the megbers of Dist. 23 on May 20.
He presented the committee's seven point program to stimulate
action against "pamperipf of Japanese". (Again, the points
are not stated.) The¢/ program was adopted by those present and
a committee was appointed to raise funds to carry out the
programe. (CeLe 6/15/45, PeH, €ul)

At the California lepartment Couvqn{{bn in San Francisco

August 16-19, 1943, Rep. Warren G.dﬁgg;uson of Seattle, newly

returned from naval duty in tt South Pacific, spoke. He
demanded the "most string pf/supervision of all Japanese in
America, and urged the exclusion from the Pacific Coast
after the war and 'férever'". (C.L. 8/15/43, p.1l, c.8)

During the period from December 7, 1941 through September |

1943, there mas one editorial and a few news items on the
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Japanese question in the C.L. The editorial was in the Jan-

. uary 15, 1942, issue and was entitled "Japanese Trying for
State Joﬁs"; Excerpts from the editorial follow:

"Tt is reported that many Japanese are taking civil
gservice examinations, which,Ythey pass, will qual-
ify them for life jobs in government service. As
citizens of the United States they have this priv-
ilege. /

"Wwhat is necessary to find out 1ig/ that they are not
citizens of Japan also. Japanlélaims a hold on
every Jap no matter where his home may be..., and
unless allegiance to Yapan is/disclaimed that dual
citizenship exlsts until death.

L R I 2 "

"If an alien cannot prove full and loyal citizenship (L%%)
or if there is a doubt, the/benefit should fall in
favor of the State. /

"ret's see that it does." j

(CTey L/16/425 ek 8.1)

The November 15, 1942 and the December 1, 1942 C.L.
carry a brief history of srkotatlon. (851, 13A5/62, v},
c. 4 & 5 and C.L. B2/1/42, gﬁl, c. 1 & 2)

At the February, 1943 meeting of the American “egion

Auxiliary, District 2, thejkducation of the Japanese at Tule

Lake was discussed. No acﬁion was taken. (Y.L. 5/15/45,

Pad, G3) |

]

"wRA Admits Freeing Japs Without Probe; Army Control
Mapped", wes the headling of the C.L. for June 15, 1943.
The story beneath contaiped the follewing:

"WRA hes now admittkd freeing of Japs without in-

vestigetion by the|FBI. Deputy lUlrector of WRA,
Elmer M. Rowalt, hds also admitted that Japanese
are not at all unddr the point rationing system
mhich restricts thd diet of all civilians."
(C.Le 6/15/43, pel] ©.6)

The same article contained a statement by John M. Costello,

chairmen of a Dies sub-committee, to the effect that Japanese




)
- 18 - pe’?e e

&, e,
dn&oﬁ Ocyy 5

Lig, " Py
’ér), Pn;-,
nowm in centers would not be allowed to return to the Pacifie

Coast during the war. (Y.L., 6/15/43, p.l; c.6)

The members of the 24th. Districgfﬁere guests of Paramount
d «

Post at the Paramount studlios and wére shown a Japanese film.
The reporter of the District gawve this statement for publication
in the “.L.: M"Comrades, whed that picture is released there
will be no longer a questjon of whether the Japanese should be

retained in camps and n6ét allowed to roam around the country."

(C.Lo 7/15/43, p.5,




August 11, 1943

Mr., E. M, Everett, Comnmander
Plagentia Post No. 277
American Legion,

Placentia, California

Dear Mr, Everett:

This 1s to acknowledge and thank you sincerely for
the copy of the resolution of the Placentla Post No. 277,
with regard to the Japanese now in Reloeation Centers.
We are pleased to receive thils resolution,

The data that we have received from the American
Legion organizations as a whole, especlally through Mr,
Pisk, State Adjutant, and from Mr, Beery of the Seventeenth
Distriet Americanism Conmittee, have contributed much to
our understanding of the public's attitude with respect to
the Japanese problenm.

I would like to make it clear that thls Study is
constituted solely for the purpose of recording a definitive
history of the Japanese during wartime, Though we make our
data avallable to certain federal agencles, we have no part
in formulating policies, and we make no recommendations with
regard to policles,

Thank you again for your interest and for your co-
operation.

Sincerely yours,

Morton Grodzins
Researech Assistant




JAPANESE SITUATION

AMERICAN LEGION POSTS

Lindsay Post No.

@ B2
Lindsay, Calif.

San Marine Post No. 23C
San Marino. Calif.

Colfax Post No. 192 -

1£ 13§ Vedford Post No. 15
Colfax, Calif. ledford Post ! :

Medford, Ore.

M.I. Navy Yard Post No. 550

V&liejo, Calif. Fallerton Post Non 142 L

Fullerton, Calif.

North Sacramento Post No 447

g & = T D_ M‘, t
North Sacramento, Calif. Selma Post No. 12

Selma, Calif.

Lakeport Post No. 159 .

1 = ies j Pos T 40
Lakeport, Calif. American lLmgion Post No. 49

Santa Barbara, Calif.

Fresno Women's Post No.
Fresno, Calif.

Vista* Post No. 365
Vista, Calif/

Merle Reed Post No. 124.

Delano, Calif. te Valley Post Na. 478

alley, Calif.

Cheula Post Nom 92

= . i 2 Habra Post No. 267
McClond, Calif. La Habra Post No. 28

La Habra, Calif.

Corvallis Pést No. 11

> : Joserh G. McComb Post No 146
Corvallis, Ore. Joserh G. McComb Post No 14

Nceanside, Calif.

Mojave Post No. 358

. olice P14 Pos (o) 18]
Mojave, Calif. Bries, Post No. 484

Frea, Calif

Richard W. Townsend Post No. 84

| L8 2d. Webb Post Nom 134
Aaburn, Calif. Ed. Webb Post Nom 154

Hynes, Calif.

Guy Rathbun Post No. 25
Kelso Wash.

26

Laguna Beach Post No. 2%
Laguna Reach, Lalif.

Bert S. Crossland Post No. 170

16t Ppos a0
Torrance, Calif. Frawley Post Ne. 60

Rrawley, Calif.

Menlo Park Post No. 443

. T Y 'DO' : £ T‘gr;t I S ‘ ;17.
Menlo Park, Calif. South Pasadena Post Np. 140

Soath Pasadena, Cakif. -«

Madera Post No. 11

Maderﬁ, Calif. Ont%rio Post Nox. 11 Y

Ontarie, Calif.
American Legion
Department of Ore.
Portland, Ore.

Hood River Post No. 22
Hood River, Ore.




American Lwgion Posts Cont'd
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La Habra American Legion Auxiliary No. 287

4

La Habra, Calif.

Morana Va iley Post No. 574
Nuevo, Calif.

Canadian Legion of the
British Emrire vervice League
Hollywood, Calif.

Richard Arnold Griffith Post No. 324
Barstow, Calif.

San
tneinit:

ito Post No. 416
y: Callf..
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Vallejo Post No. 104
Vallejo, C alif.




JAPE NESE SITUATION

PATRIOTIC ORGANIZATIONS

Theodore Roosevelt Camr No. 9
Auxiliary No. 5

United Spanish War Veterans
Los Angeles, Calif.

The Cartain R bert P. McJohnston Chapter
Daughters of the Union
Los Angeldés, Calif

Daughters of the American Revolution
Los Angeles, Calif.

Easterns Stars
Los Angeles, Calif.

Robert E. Lee Chapter No 278
United Daughters of the Confederacy
Los Angeles, Calif.

Selma I.0.0.F. Lodge No. 309
velma, Calif

Redding Lodge No. 271 I.0.0.F.
Redding, Calif.

Fatljers of Fighters
Imperial County, Calif.
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Please mail them to—

AMERICAN LEGION COMMITTEE
838 South Grand Avenue
Los Angeles, California

Jepanese R,
. Bancrofr |

“When Japan is ready for an all-out
attack upon America—The Japanese in
the United States will suddenly raise a
volunteer army and aid Japan’s occupa-
tion of Hawaii and the Pacific Coast.”

MATSUO—

(Japanese Naval Intelligence Head
whose blueprint of the war was
carried out almost to the letter.)

nu Yﬂ“ WANT TO TAKE

THIS CHANCE ON THE PACIFIC
COAST BY HAVING THE JAPA-
NESE RETURNED TO THIS AREA?

If not, read this folder
carefully, und act NOW!




‘o

el Jiyt

We are in a war to the finish against the Nazis
and the Japs. Our national debt ceiling is already
two-thirds of all we are worth as a nation, with
more to be added. Millions of American boys, and
countless thousands of civilians run the risk of
pain and torture and death! A free America com-
prised of free men and women can only be pre-
served if we win a total victory as soon as possible!
We dare have no weak spots at the front, and we
dare have none at home, or we may go down in
defeat.

We have one weak spot at home which must be
overcome immediately! Powerful — very power-
ful — organizations of religious and educational
leaders have Sob-sistered the Japanese evacuation
order almost out of existence.

Here is a partial list of nationwide organizations
which have brought terrific pressure on American
leaders to free the Japanese in America from all
defense restrictions and to soften our attitude to-
ward a ruthless, treacherous, determined Japan:

. CHURCHMEN’S COMMITTEE FOR
CHRISTIAN PEACE—
Under Dr. Albert W. Palmer of Chicago,
nearly 2500 prominent ministers are enrolled
to break down evacuation defense program.

FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION—
Over 26,000 active members in this powerful
pro-Japanese group.

NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR
PREVENTION OF WAR—

This powerful organization claims that the
“United States has no right to interfere with
Japanese program in the Far East.”
Conducting nationwide campaign to release
Japanese and abolish evacuation order.

. FRIENDS CHURCH OF AMERICA—
Took leadership in having 1600 Japanese-
Americans released for University training.
Helped to raise private funds to coddle Jap-

anese.

. NATIONAL SOCIALIST PARTY—

Distributed thousands of booklets tearing
down evacuation order, written by Norman
Thomas.

f. CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION—
Pressure throughout America to restore Jap-
anese-Americans and aliens to former place
—declares we must not curb civil liberties of
Japanese.

. SCORES OF STATE AND LOCAL
CHURCH AND EDUCATIONAL FED-
ERATIONS.

® Americans on the Pacific Coast!

We will have the Japanese on this Coast again at
this critical period unless we organize against these
sentimental, uninformed groups of appeasers.

For the sake of your own community—will you
cooperate in the following program? It means the
safety of your community and may spare the lives
of your women and children!

If you are a civic organization, please pass reso-
lutions immediately endorsing the following 7-point
program.

If you are a public body, please pass the resolu-

tion through your Council or Supervisors.

PROGRAM

. To prevent return of any Japanese to Coastal
area for duration.

. To transfer control of all Japanese in Amer-
ica from civilian authority to United States
Army.

. Abandon idea of creating Japanese Combat
Units.

. Under strict Army control, place every able
bodied Japanese male in agriculture, in inte-
rior.

. Release all Japanese farm implements, cars
and tires on Coast for war time use under
“eminent domain” law.

. Release impounded money (nearly $200,-
000,000) belonging to government of Japan
for use in above projects.

. Conduct thorough investigation of all Jap-
anese activities in America, before and since
Pearl Harbor, and establish Congressional
Committee for complete study of postwar
disposition of Japanese based on the investi-
gation.




