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T E ST I MONY OF WA L T E R W. U NDE R WOOD, SECRETARY , AST OR I A 

C HA MB E R OF COMME R CE , AST ORI A , OREG. 

T h e CHAI RMAN. Hav e you a st at ement  you wi sh to mak e? 
Mr . UNDERWOOD. Yea Ĵ kl xJ aani e i s Wal t er  Under wood, and I  am 

Ast or i a, 1 t hi nk per haps I  can answer  some of  t he quest i ons 
you ï ï skëd one of  t he pr ecedi ng wi t nesses. 

T he CHAI RMAN. Hav i ng i n mi nd t hat  t el egr am, have you any com-
ment  to mak e on i t ? 

Mr . UNDERWOOD. Yes , si r . I  have her e a map of  t he Ast or i a 
wat er  t r out . We ar e ver y muc h al ar med about  thi s si t uat i on, as 
br ought  for t h i n t hat  t el egr am, and I  mi ght  ment i on t hat  t hat  com-
mi t t ee i s composed of  i nterest s al ong t he wat er  f r ont  i n Ast or i a, and 

w u P e r l mP s t h e y have a Coast  Guar d r epr esent at i ve, as wel l . 
We have t he l argest  concent r at i on of  f i sh canner i es on t he Paci f i c 

coast  m t hat  ar ea. T hat  fi sh i s of  a ver y hi gh f ood cont ent , and about  
80 per cent  of  t he pack dur i ng t he l ast  year  was shi pped to for ei gn 
count r i es who ar e at  war , or  pur chased by our  Gover nment  for  t r oops, 
i t  i s easi l y shi pped. I t  is a good f ood, and wi l l  hel p to sust ai n t hese 
count r i es dur i ng thi s war . We have had our  ci t y bur ned t wi ce. I t  
is a ver y easy ci t y to bur n i n v i ew of  t he fact  t hat  i t  is l ocat ed as i t  
i s; i t  i s a st r i ng communi t y al ong t he wat er  f r ont , and one man ver y 
easi l y coul d st ar t  a f i re. Thi s map wi l l  i l l ust rate t he poi nt , and pl aces 
wher e i t  woul d- be ver y easi l y damaged by one det er mi ned per son wi t h 
i ncendi ar i es. These J apanese who have f or mer l y been empl oyed i n 
t he Ast or i a canner i es, l i ve i n bunkhouses r i ght  on t he wat er  f r ont , and 
t hey sti l l  l i ve i n t hose bunkhouses. These J apanese ar e wi t hi n 1,700 
feet  of  t he shi ps l eavi ng Ast or i a�and I  mi ght  ment i on t hat  convoys 
ar e goi ng out  of  t her e. I t  i gJ Lei X obvi ous, t hat  t her e ar e si gnal  sys-
Ĵ E® wi i i un t hat  communi t y now, because ever y t i me we have a 

bl ack- out  ̂we f i nd bl i nki ng l i ght s, and t hey move f r om t i me to t i me. 
We al so di scover ed 2 days ago, 20 st i cks of  dynami t e under  Tent h 
and po nd St r eet s, ŵr apped up i n newspaper ; so we k no w t hat  t hose 
J apanese k now t hat  t hey ar e goi ng to be sear ched. T hey have had 
pl ent y of  t i me to cache any mat er i al s t hat  t hey have for  sabot age i n 
t hei r  pr epar at i ons. 

Ther e wer e 27 J apanese t her e, but  no w t her e ar e 26, because one 
was pi cked up by t he F . B . I . H e was appr ehended wi t h weapons. 

r p/ 11 ̂ I 1 0 W t l i e di î i s . I  want  to l eave thi s mat er i al  as an exhi bi t . 
T h e CHAI RMAN. T hat  wi l l  be i ncl uded i n t he r ecor d at  thi s poi nt . 

E X H I B I T S S U B M I T T E D BY W A L T E R W. U N D E R W O O D , S E C R E T A R Y 
ASTORIA C H A M B E R OF C O M M E R C E , A S T O R I A , O R E G . 

T H E C I T Y OF A S T O R I A , O R E G . , 

H o n . JOHN H . TOLAN, February 25, 1942. 

Chairman, Committee Investigation of Enemy Aliens. 
SIR: In behalf of the officials of the ci ty of Astor ia, I wish herewi th to voice 

o u r ^ r o t e s t aga ins t t he policy of permi t t ing enemy al ienSrto reside unguarded 
ancl.unmolested within our commun i ty . 

Our vi tal industr ies, sucn Ss"docks, oil p lants, ship vards, etc., need not be 
l isted m detai l , nor should the necessity of the i r ma intenance be referred to, of 
such you, no doubt , have ful l comprehension. 

Our police force has made many invest igat ions and secured much d a t a indi-
cat ing the danger, which d a t a is too voluminous and of such character as to 
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M r . J ONES. Y es ; I  wo ul d say t hat  we woul d. 
M r . ARNOL D. T h a t  i s al l , M r . Cha i r man , t hat  I  hav e. 
T h e CHAI K MAN. Senat or , I  wo u l d l i ke t o say to y ou t hai  y o ur  

t wo Senat or s , Ho l ma n and M c N a r y , and your  t hr ee Bf epr esent al i ves, 
Mo t t , Pi er ce, and Angel l , met  al most  dai l y�t hat  is ̂  t he congr essi onal  
del egat es f r om Cal i f or ni a, Was h i ngt o n, ai kl  Or ego n �an d we ma d e a 
r ec ommendat i on t o t he Pr es i dent  t hat  he gi ve t h#r i ght  t o t he A r my 

J  r acuat e al l  ci t i zens; So tl i r̂  Pr es i dent  i s s f el  j h a t  Exec ut i ve or der ,, 
l g t he r i ght  t o evacuat e af i y c i t i zen, t o t l i  ̂ A r my , 
r , J ONES. T h a t  i s ent i r el y r i ght . 

r e C HA I R MA N. I  do n ' ! i Chow whet her  t h # i s goi ng t o be handl ed 
i on s ys t em; bi j f  I  don't  t hi nk t he Amer i -

pl ai nt  about  i t . 
t ment  and t he 

ug'l i 'a per mi t  or  r egi s 

peopl e i n t hese st r at egi c ar eas wi l l  hav e muc h c 
n we go d o wn t o Was h i ngt o n and i m Wa r  De p 
y Depar t ment , we j a v e t o si gn up , a n d we ar e gi v i  
r e t hi s i s ;:over , we mi ght  al l  1% we e i n g badges . 

3Tou k n ^w any t hi ng about ?' t  
wai er f r ont ? 

r . J ONES. N  ̂ f à o not . I  knoj  
t hj r e a f ew t i mes. 

a badge, and 

Ast or i a di st r i ct , 

st  a l i t t l e about  i t , l i avi  

""he CHAI RMAN? I Let  me r ead j y o u a t el egr am f r om t he 
r bor  Def ens e Co mmi t t ee, ancpsee i f  y o u can t hr ow any l i gl  

addr essed t o t h i ô mmi t t J e . [ Readi ng] : 

i- storia 

been 

i st or i a 
on i t . 

I  

There 
w re prior 

acticable 
'e of no fi 

efnployed 
w aterfront 

AL I ENS MDN ASTORI A WAT ERF RONT 

3iiemy aliens res 
the war engaged 

Fconsider using t 
" ?r use here, 
other areas. Tjheir idf 
Urge that imn^diate ste" 

ing on the Astoria waterfront. Many of these 
the fish-packing irfduKry. I t is entirely im-

m to the future in this industry. Therefore they 
ny ^ them would welcome%n opportunity to be 

icss contributes to f 
be taken for their 

Ha v e f y o u any vi ew; 
j  s t o r i aHar bo r  Dei 'en 
i  nvt hj r i g about  t ha 

M #J O N E S . NO, 
CHAI RMAN. 

ac t ! of  t hi s par t i  
R. J ONES. N 

l i e CHAI RM.' 
ng el se y o u 
M r . J ONES. 

"t o expr ess"'about  t hat ? 
Commi t t ee.11 

mmi t t ee? 
no t ; no. 

her menacing our 
oval. 

I t  i s s i gned by t he 
En t he f i r st  pl ace, do y o u k n o w 

ncrw t her efor e  ̂ y o u don' t  k n 
l ar  t er ĝr am? 
I  do n o t j mo w any t hi ng abr f i i t  i t . 
T h a n k y &u , Senat or , ve f̂p i f t uch. 

'ave t o say? 
e mi ght  hav e t o t ake i m 

I  
mu c h about  t he 

I s t her e any-

t oycot t ; t her e i s al ways t hat  t hr e 
Oper at or s a/o dependent  oj i  l abor  
t hat  mi ght /or  mi ght  not  be of  i mme 
l omes�t j /at  i s, i f  t hi s or der  f or  e 
une, i t  Wo u l dn ' t  hav e near l y as i f l j ach 

cl i ate st eps on account  of  a 
our  ar ea, about  hal f  of  t hose 
e of  t hei r  o wn f ami l i es, and 

t e consequence. I f  t hi s or der  
at i on c omes af t er  t he 1st  o f  

ect  on t hi s year 's c r op; and 
t or  next *'year 's cr op, we wo ul d m ^ e di f f er ent  ar r angement s , and r ai se 

di fFej fent  t ype of  cr op. 

T h e CHAI RMAN. T h a n k y o u / 3enat o r , ver y n m_ 
Mr . Under wo o d , I  under st ood j &u w n ^^i r T m a k e a br i ef  st at e-

ment  commi t t  
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prevent transmission herewith. All such data has been presented to F. B. I . , 
Army and Navy representatives; and to us, indicates a definite organization of 
Japanese aliens with a definite leadership thereof. 

We believe the danger is present, tha t it is acute, and tha t fine point of per-
sonal feelings should be disregarded, all to the end tha t enemy aliens be removed 
from the community. 

Respectfully yours, 
G . T . M C C L E A N , City Manager. 

ASTORIA, OREG., February 25, 194%. 

M r . J O H N H . T O L A N , 
Room 524, United States Courthouse, 

Portland, Oreg. 
D E A R S I R : The evacuation of aliens from the Astoria and lower Columbia 

River district, concurring with and cooperating with other industrial industries 
in this section, the Port of Astoria desires to call attention particularly to the 
very easy nature in which the oil industries, particularly in this section, all of 
which are located on the water f ront as an extreme vulnerable point of at tack 
for saboteurs or enemy aliens which can be brought about by small explosives 
mainly. Most all of the oil companies, including their storage tanks and facil-
ities, are located on the water front. Any damage tha t would burst tanks either 
by demolition or incendiary bombs would raze and at the same time destroy low 
walls surrounding such tanks and the burning oil on the water f ront which would 
be impossible to put out before the probable destruction of all industries on the 
water front. Same is true of all oil industries located on port property which 
alone have investments of $4,000,000 and which is being planned now for one 
point of embarkation and the loading and handling of its boats in national de-
fense. We feel and t rust tha t every effort will be made to eliminate enemy 
aliens in this district, and while various industries have gone to great expense for 
additional deputized guards and watchmen, the menace remains constant as long 
as such aliens are permitted to reside in this district. 

While the Japanese submarines were on the coast in the outbreak of the war, 
every ship that left the Columbia River passed within 1,000 feet of the Japanese 
bunkhouses. These were the only ships leaving coast ports tha t were either 
torpedoed or fired upon. This is particularly noticeable inasmuch as similar 
ships leaving Puget Sound were not molested, as it is 130 miles from Cape Flattery 
to Seattle, so the Japanese did not have as close a check on them as they did from 
departures from the Columbia River. Wft therefore '"-ge the TT'*Pr'vri1 n f f1l.PRft 

aliens. 
Very truly yours, 

R . R . B A R T L E T T , 
Manager of the Port of Astoria. 

F . M . S W E E T , 
Vice President and Harbor Master. 

A S T O R I A C H A M B E R OF C O M M E R C E , 
Astoria, Oreg., February 18, 1942. 

H o n . F R A N K L I N D . R O O S E V E L T , 
President of the United Stales, Washington, D. C. 

D E A R S I R : Attached is a petition signed by 50 citizens of Hammond,Oreg., 
requesting removal of aliens from tha t area and designation of same as defense 
zone. 

I t is our pleasure to forward this to you, supplementing our telegrams of 
February 14 and telegrams which we have also sent to Senator McNary anrl 
Congressman Mott. 

We urge tha t this action be taken. 
Sincerely, 

A S T O R I A C H A M B E R OF C O M M E R C E , 
W A L T E R U N D E R W O O D , 

Managing Secretary. 
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A S T O R I A C H A M B E R OF C O M M E R C E , 
Astoria, Or eg., February 18, 194-2. 

H o n . F R A N K K N O X , 
Secretary of Navy, Washington, D. C. 

D E A R S IR : Business interests of this community are much concerned over the 
presence of enemy aliens in this area. According to statements just made by 
the President of the United States, even cities as far inland as Detroit may be 
justified in expecting bombings. I t therefore would appear absolutely essential 
t ha t we protect ourselves for all possibility of sabotage, especially in such strategic 
areas such as the lower Columbia. 

I t is therefore our wish to acquaint you with the wish of this community as 
expressed in the enclosed telegrams and a petit ion which has been forwarded to 
the President of the United States, requesting and urging designation of this area 
as a defense zone from which enemy aliens shall be removed. 

You will find at tached copies of wires sent to Congressman Mott , Senator 
McNary, and wire sent on February 14 to the President of the United States, 
which telegram was duplicated by the labor council. Also a petit ion signed 
by 50 citizens of Hammond, Oreg., has been forwarded to the President. 

There can be little doubt tha t the great major i ty of public opinion in this area 
favors removal of these aliens, particularly as at present these aliens cannot 
find lucrative employment here and many of them individually desire to be 
removed to areas where they may safely be employed to earn a livelihood. 

We also understand that interested parties along the water front in this area 
have formed a committee for the protection of the water front, and tha t this 
committee will communicate with the Government requesting removal of these-
aliens. 

Sincerely, 
W A L T E R W . U N D E R W O O D , 

Managing Secretary. 

C H A M B E R OF C O M M E R C E , 
Astoria, Oreg., February 25, 1942. 

M r . W A L T E R U N D E R W O O D , * 
Secretary, Chamber of Commerce, Astoria, Oreg. 

D E A R M R . U N D E R W O O D : I t is my understanding you are to attend a meeting 
to be held in Port land, Thursday, February 26, at which time evidence is to be 
submitted to the investigating committee concerning the desirability and/or 
ad visibility of moving all aliens from the Pacific coast district, which would of 
course include Astoria. 

As president of the chamber of commerce and also as manage of the Astoria 
branch of the United States National Bank of Portland, Oreg., I feel that such a 
move is absolutely necessary and essential. These aliens, particularly the 
Japanese, are in a position to-do inestimable damage, and it is my thought all 
Japanese, both nationals and citizens, should be removed, at least pending a 
thorough investigation of each of the individuals and a determination made as-
to their right to enjoy their citizenship. I sincerely hope the investigating com-
mittee will recognize the potential danger and take steps to immediately clear this 
territory of all aliens. 

C H A R L E S A . R E Y N O L D S , 
President, Chamber of Commerce; Manager, Astoria Branch United States 

National Bank of Portland, Oreg. 

C O L U M B I A R I V E R P A C K E R S ASSOCIATION, I N C . , 
Astoria, Oreg., February 25, 1942. 

Re alien enemies. 
M r . W A L T E R U N D E R W O O D , 

Astoria Chamber of Commerce, Astoria, Oreg. 
D E A R S I R : We wish to call to your attent ion that we have on our property at 

the present t ime eight alien enemy Japanese. Though ihc.sc. people^ were em-
ployed-b^.ua..previous to the o u t b r e a k ^ the. war, the nature-of the salmon business 
is such tha t it makes it impracticable for us to consider reemploying them. They 
are, therefore, a*3Trect menace to our property, and as you well know the Japanese 
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never lose allegiance to their count ry and they are so si tuated thev could cause 
us unto ld damage a t any t ime they migh t see fit. We therefore urge t h a t you take 
a n y steps t n a t you can to have ' f l i em removed. 

Yours very t ru ly , 
COLUMBIA R I V E R P A C K E R S ASSOCIATION, I N C . 
F L O Y D L . W R I G H T , Treasurer. 

C E N T R A L LABOR C O U N C I L OF ASTORIA AND V I C I N I I Y , 
Astoria, Oreg., February 10, 191+2. 

SECRETARY C H A M B E R OF COMMERCE, 
Astoria, Oreg. 

D E A R SIR : The Cent ra l Labor Council of Astoria and Vicinity are heart i ly in 
accord wi th your act ion in request ing t h a t Astor ia and vicinity be designated as 
a defense zone. T h e presence of enemy aliens in th is distr ict is a constant th rea t 
to the safety of the nor thwest distr ict . 

At a regular meet ing Monday night, F e b r u a r j 9, a resolution carried to endorse 
your act ion and the secretary was instructed to acquain t your body with our 
act ion. Feel free to call on us for any assistance t ha t we may be able to render 
you. 

Very t ru ly yours, 
C E N T R A L I.ABOP. COUNCIL , 
R . C . C O L E , Secretary. 

T E ST I MONY OF WA L T E R W. UNDE R WOOD� R e s u me d 

Mr . UNDERWOOD. I  was asked to comc her e and test i fy, not  j ust  
by t he chamber  of  commer ce, but  I  have l et ters f r om the ci t y manager , 
f r om t he L abor  Counci l , f r om t he har bor  mast er , and f r om t he 
Amer i can Legi on there. I  t hi nk t hat  t he publ i c opi ni on i n thi s mat t er  
i s at  l east  95 per cent  i n f avor  of  r emoval  of  at  l east  t he J apanese al i ens. 

N o w we woul d al so l i ke to see r emoved f r om t hat  ar ea t he second 
gener at i on J apanese, but  anyt hi ng woul d be an i mpr ovement  over  t he 
pr esent  si t uat i on. We feel  t hat  we ar c not  undul y al ar med, but  we 
ar e al ar med over  t he pr esence of  t he 27 J apanese al i ens i n t he ar ea 
because of  t he fact  t hat  i t  woul d be so easy to damage our  equi pment . 
We have absol ut el y i nadequat e equi pment  to t ake car e of  a sever e fi re 
on our  wat er  f r ont , whi ch woul d damage not  onl y our  docks but  al l  
of  our  oi l  t anks and dest r oy our  canner i es. 

I have had some conversation with one or two of the Japanese aliens 
themselves, and as it now is, they have used up all but one week of 
their unemployment compensation. They are not allowed to work in 
the canneries, because we have more Chinese in the canneries than 
we have Japanese, and they simply won' t work with them. 

U N E M P L OY E D J A P A N E S E 

cannot  empl oy t hem. T h e l aborer s r efuse to wor k wi t h t he J apanese 
in t he Pack count r y i n t he l umber  camps. They ar e demandi ng thei r  
r emoval  f r om those l umber  camps and f r om our  canner i es, and we 
cannot  have t hem wor k t her e. They ar e publ i c char ges. T hey k now 
t hey ar c, and t hey, t hemsel ves, woul d l i ke to be r emoved to some poi nt  
wher e t hey can safel y f i nd empl oyment  and ear n a l i vi ng. T h e l onger  
t hey st ay her e i n t hese bunkhouses t he mor e sul l en t hey become, and 
t he mor e apt  t hey ar e to become fi fth col umni st s. 

Mr . SPARKMAN. I  wonder  ho w many second- gener at i on J apanese 
t her e ar e i n t hat  same ar ea. 
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M r . UNDE R WOOD. I  hav e had var i ous est i mat es, al l  t he wa y f r om 

a dozen up t o 18 or  19. 
Mr . SP ARKMAN. Wh a t  about  Ge r man and I t al i an al i ens? 
M r . UNDE R WOOD. I  a m not  qual i f i ed t o answer  anyt hi ng on t hat . 

T h ey ar e a ver y mi nor  pr obl em i n our  ar ea. 
M r . SP ARKMAN. Ha v e you or  any of  your  gr oup ever  t aken t hi s 

mat t er  up wi t h Gener al  De Wi t t , d o wn at  San F r anci sco, wi t h t he 
i dea of  hav i ng t hat  decl ar ed a st r at er i c ar ea? 

M r . UNDE R WOOD. We j i a v e wi r ed Senat or  M c N a r y and Congr ess-
ma n Mo t t  wi t h a r equest  t hat  t hey do t hat , and t hey have r esponded 
t hat  t hey f avor  r emoval  of  t he al i ens. Wh a t  t hey hav e done, I  
coul dn't  say. 

Mr . SP ARKMAN. Wel l , of  cour se, si nce l ast  F r i day , t he mat t er  has 
l odged compl et el y i n t he hands of  t he Paci f i c coast  def ense com-
mander , wh o i s Gener al  DeWi t t . I  was j ust  wonder i ng i f  i t  had been 
cal l ed t o hi s at t ent i on. 

M r . UNDE R WOOD. NO, si r ; we wer e on t he ver ge of  doi ng t hat  
wh en we hear d t hat  t her e was a hear i ng her e, and t hey asked me t o 
c ome her e f i r st . We hav e made our  mi l i t ar y and naval  off i cers i n 
our  ar ea al l  awar e of  what  we hav e done, I  wi l l  l eave wi t h you copi es 
of  al l  t he t el egr ams t hat  we hav e sent . We hav e been al ar med abo ut  
t hi s f or  qui t e some t i me. 

Mr . SP ARKMAN. I  shoul d l i ke t o mak e t he suggest i on t hat  y o u 
pr epar e a r epor t , somet hi ng si mi l ar  to wh at  you have gi ven us her e 
t hi s mor ni ng, and send i t  t o Gener al  De Wi t t , and ask t hat  t hat  be 
decl ar ed a cr i t i cal  ar ea, set t i ng up your  r easons wh y y o u t hi nk i t  
shoul d be, and t hat  t hese al i ens be evacuat ed. 

M r . UNDE R WOOD. We have sent  t hat  t o t he Wa r  Depar t ment  an d 
t he N a v y Depar t ment  al r eady. Wi l l  t hat  get  t o h i m? 

M r . SP ARKMAN. I  suggest  t hat  you send i t  di r ect  t o Gener al  
DeWi t t . H e i s t he one t hat  i s di r ect l y r esponsi bl e for  i t . 

Mr . UNDE R WOOD. We wi l l  do t hat , any way . 
T h e CHAI RMAN. T h e N a v y and t he A r my hav e r ecei ved qui t e a 

number  of  communi cat i ons at  Was hi ngt on. A s I  under st and t he 
mechani cs of  i t , i t  i s up t o Gener al  DeWi t t , and he has hi s A r my 
I nt el l i gence of f i cer s; t hen he wor ks wi t h t he Feder al  Bur eau of  I nvest i -
gat i on. I t  woul d be ver y val uabl e t o h i m. 

M r . UNDE R WOOD. We feel  t hi s wa y i n As t o r i a�may I  i nt er j ect  a 

per sonal  opi ni on her e? 

NEAREST MAI NL AND POI NT TO T HE WA R 

We ar e t he near est  mai nl and poi nt  t o t he east er n war . We feel  
t hat  i t - woul d be mu c h easi er  t o def end our  ar ea, so t hat  we coul d 
send mor e men abr oad, i f  we made ampl e, pr ecaut i ons agai nst  f i f t h-
co l umn act i vi t i es; and we feel  t hat  t he wa y t o do t hat  is f i r st  t o r emo v e 
t he al i ens so t hat  t hey can l ook t hen f or  t he ci t i zen f i f t h col umni st s. 
We woul d l i ke t o s eet he second- gener at i on J apanese r emoved, sur el y, 
as pr ecedi ng wi t nesses her e hav e t est i f i ed; but  anyt hi ng, as I  say, wi l l  
be'an i mpr ovement  over  t he pr esent  si t uat i on. We feel  t hat  we mus t  
get  at  l east  t he 20 or  27 enemy J apanese out  of  our  ar ea f i rst . T h e 
ot her  st eps, I  t hi nk, wi l l  c ome l at er . 

T h e CHAI RMAN. Y OU see, t hat  i s j ust  t he ver y i dea bac k of  t hi s 
commi t t ee comi ng out  on t he Paci f i c coast , so as t o gi ve you an 
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oppor t uni t y t o be hear d r egar di ng t he pr obl ems, and par t i cul ar l y 
about  cer t ai n di st r i ct s l i ke t hi s. 

Mr . UNDE R WOOD. Y es . 

T h e CHAI RMAN. A n d , i n ot her  wor ds , pr obabl y we c an get  t he 

wo r d out  j ust  about  as f ast  as you can. 
M r  UNDE R WOOD. I  mi ght  say t hat  t her e has been one sol ut i on 

of f er ed, and t hi s i s goi ng t o c ome, 1 a m sur e. T h e N a v y and A r my 
wi l l  set  up r est r i ct ed ar eas, say 1,000 f eet  f r om our  docks. N o w, 
I  mi ght  poi nt  out  t hat  i n t he case of  Ast or i a, t hat  i s not  pr act i cal , 
because Ast or i a i s on a peni nsul a, and i t  woul d l eave ]ust  about  5 
per cent  of  our  physi cal  ar ea f or  t hose peopl e t o l i ve and do busi ness 
i n T h e v have t o be r emoved f r om t he c ommuni t y . Y o u cannot  
set  up r est r i ct ed ar eas t her e because t he whol e c ommuni t y , pr act i cal l y, 
woul d be r est r i ct ed. , , . � 

T h e CHAI RMAN. L et  me say t o you, M r . Under wo o d, t hat  we wi l l  
have our  r ecor d open f or  t he next  10 days , any way , and i f  y o u want  
t o pr oduce what  you hav e sai d i n a wr i t t en st at ement , we wi l l  be gl ad 
t o have i t  f or  t he r ecor d. T h a n k you. 

T h e commi t t ee wi l l  t ake a 5- mi nut e r ecess. 
(Wher eupo n, a 5- mi nut e r ecess was t aken, af t er  whi c h t he hear i ng 

was r esumed, as f ol l ows:) 
T h e CHAI RMAN. T h e hear i ng wi l l  c ome to or der , pl ease. 
M r  ARNOL D. I S Mr . Bessey her e, of  t he Nat i onal  Resour ces b a n -

ni ng Boar d? Di d you want  to mak e a st at ement  for  t he commi t t ee, 

Mr . Bessey? 
Mr . BESSEY . Y es , si r . 
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\  Thi s off i ce wi l l j  of  cour se, be ver y g 

t V 7 ^ ^ c î a t a a n c * ot her wi se t o ? assi st  i n t he sol ut i on o 

T WO MAJ OR PROI PSFMS OF EVACUATI ON 

F r o m our  v i ewpo i nt �admi t t edl y l i mi t ed as t o k nowl edge ol  
magni t ude of  mo v ement  aof l  of  gover ni ng pol i ci es and pl ans for  
pr oposed evacuat i on�- i t  wf eul d appear  t hat  t her e woul d be t wo 
pi f ebl ems: T h a t  "of  mai nt ai ni ng pr oduct i on and ser vi ces i n ar eas 
m| i y be e v a c u a t e ^a a ® t hat  of  r el ocat i ng evacuees i n nonmi l  
a eas wher e t hei r  p i n ac t i v e capaci t y ma y al so l>e mai nt ai ned 

l ore c amp and se êni bi t̂  est abl i shment  wi U be ï nost  f easi bl e 
t  e ar ea and c o mmuni t y st andpoi nt . 

On t he basi s o f  dat a pr esent }-  avai l abl a v̂e ar e not  i n a posi t i J n t o 
el abor at e u p o n / h e pr obl ems of  Bke cvai f̂ at i on ar eas. I t  i s, of  co rf  
e sent i al  t hat  A e pr oduct i on of  t h è ^a c u a t e d ar eas be mai nt ai n d 
whet her  t hat /i s a mat t er  of  r epl ac i nf  pr oduct i ve wo r k i n agr i cul t ur e, 
i ndust r y, or /necessar y ser vi ces. P f wi l N ê par t i cul ar l y i mpor t ant  t o 
H sur e cont i nui ng pr oduct i on of - Mi en gr oupe oper at i ng t r uck gar dens 

wes t er n Was h i ngt o n and O / g o n (as wel l  ¿ Ĉal i f or ni a). Subst an-
t i f ]  i ncr eases�past , cur r enj f  and nr os pec t i vel n̂ t.frp, popul at i on of  
�c r t aj Qgbast al  di st r i ct s du/_t oj ,̂at i  m i Ml i t u '"f f l i l c ŝ i der abl esi gni f i -
c | nc e t o t he out put  of  VptfcK gar dens. 

T h e r el ocat i on of âf i ens and r el at ed gr oupa out si de of  r est r i ct ed 
zones wi l l  r equi r e pl anni ng t hat  mus t  be bot h qui \ k and compr ehens i ve 
i f  unnecessar y l oss of  ef for t  or  ot her  di f f i cul t i es ar e.t o be avoi ded. 

or  set t l ement  uni t s mi î s<r~bc nei t her  t oo 

t o assembl e and t o f  f uVni sh 
t he 

t he 
any 
aj or  
t hat  
t ar y 
and 
r om 
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIANS: ^ 
Please take a look at the m a p on the oppos i te page . I t has been p repa red at our request by members of the 

staff of M t . W i l son Obse rva to ry . T h e pro jec t ions are made f r o m a globe ( t he wor ld as it is) not f r o m the 

usual Hat map (a d is to r ted wor ld as most people v isual ize i t ) . 

T h e shad ing is mathemat ica l l y accu ra te—the da rke r it is the nearer is the enemy. 

W h y have we gone to this t roub le? Simply to cure a case of flat-map-itis which shows itself in a t tempts to 

remove our industr ies and to rest ra in them f r o m achieving their potent ia l capacity. These a t tempts are cloaked 

under the p re t ty phrase " indust r ia l evacuat ion . " 

T h e t h rea t is a real one. I t does not or ig ina te wi th the tactical branches of the A r m y or the Navy . It 

o r ig inates w i t h : 

1) A wel l -organized g roup of M idwes te rne rs w h o see the present scare as a good oppor tun i ty to g rab 

some industr ies which they o therwise have been unable to deve lop ; 

2) A n o t h e r g roup wi th Pea r l H a r b o r j i t te rs who see the Ja p s over runn ing our shores ; 

3 ) And still a more impor tan t , m o r e inf luential and la rger g r o u p — t h e social p lanners who would locate 

industr ies accord ing to the i r inexperienced j udgment r a t he r than on the basis of economic consid-

erat ions. 

T h e 
pro jec t ions on our map have been made f r o m Tokyo , H a v r e on the French Invasion Coast , and 

D a k a r . If you p r e f e r Rome to D a k a r then make you r own projec t ion . In any event, take a globe and a com-

pass and make some pro jec t ions. You will d iscover some amaz ing th ings. F lo r ida , fo r instance, is closer to 

Acapulco on the west coast of Mex ico than is San D i e g o ! 

W e do not mean by this map to d isparage our sister cities in the Pacif ic N o r t h w e s t . T h e 5,000-mile pro jec-

t ions were selected only to br ing them wi th in the Un ited States, fill p a r t s of t h e P a c i f i c C o a s t a r e p r o -

tected by more distance than most other parts of the United States. 

Southern Ca l i fo rn ia not only has the advan tage of g r e a t distance f r o m enemy camps. I t is so impor tan t it 

must have and will have the very finest protect ion, even if all our factor ies were "evacua ted . " I t is a g rea t ship-

bui lding center. It has t remendous oil resources. Los Ange les County alone produces twice the agr icu l tura l value 

of any county in the Un i ted States. Its importance is its safety. 

I he C h a m b e r of Commerce is not seeking wa r babies, those industr ies which boom now and leave us w th 

headaches la ter . N o r do we propose to get out of tune wi th tact ical necessit ies. 

But we insist tha t we shall not be the vict ims of pol i tical p i l fer ing. W e insist tha t our people and our indus-

tr ies be permi t ted to produce to the i r very peak. If an expansion of an exist ing industry here can do more than 

a comparab le expansion somewhere else, we insist it shou ld be made here. W e insist t ha t our small business be 

not d iscr iminated against to sat is fy some pol i t ico's silly idea of social just ice. 

T h i s is war . W a r has become a race to make things. W e are not a f ra i d of the enemy. And we don ' t l ike 

those who are. 

O u r Yankee b lood does not yet run thin. 

Reprinted from the February 2, 1942, issue of SOUT HE R N CAL I F ORNI A BUSI NESS, 

published by the Los Angeles Chamber'of Commerce. 
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terns i n F i l e of  Wi l l i am J enni ngs Bi yan, J r . , Col l ect or  of  Customs, 
Of f i ce of  the Col l ect or , Di st r i ct  No. 27, December  19, 1941 

a  ̂

Memorandum to Bryan by Agr i cul t ur al  Commi t tee, Los Angel es Chamber  of  
Commerce, on the "Cont r ol  of  J apanese Nat i onal s and Thei r  Pr oper t i es, 
no date (about  the mi ddl e of  J anuary) J*Panese 

Recemmends t hat  al l  J apanese nat i onal s and t hei r  proper ty be i mmedi atel y 
pl aced under  absol ute Feder al  cont r ol ; t hat  t hi s be accompl i shed by i nt er n-
ment  of  al i en J apanese r esi dent s here or  by such ot her  means as wi l l  r egul at e 
t hei r  act i vi t i es ef f ect i vel y and by di r ect  government  cont r ol  of  t hei r  pro-
per t i es and busi nesses. 

States t hat  many committee members have had ext ensi ve deal i ngs and l ong st andi ng 
f r i endshi ps wi th J apanese, These men ar e unanimous i n t hat  t here ar e many l oyal  
Amer i can and al i en J apanese, but  "t her e ar e a consi der abl e number  of  J apanese 
nat i onal s whose l oyal t y i s unquest i onabl y J apanese." Evi dence of  t hi s i s the prac-
t i ce of  sendi ng boys to school  i n J apan, and b expr essi ons of  at t i t udes and by 
the type of  or gani zat i on among the r esi dent  J apanese. Saml l  l ocal  or gani zat i ons 
of  J apanese farms are f eder at ed wi t h t he Southern Cal i f or ni a Farm Feder at i on 
whi ch i n t urn i s f eder at ed wi t h si mi l ar  groups engaged i n the f i sher y busi ness, 
nur sery busi ness, et c. 

"There i s subst ant i al  evi dence t hat  t he Cent r al  Feder at i on has been under  di r ect  
cont rol  of  the J apanese consul at e. To permi t  the J apanese al i ens to go f r eel y 
about  t hei r  act i vi t i es and operate t hei r  busi nesses means t hat  the economic 
cont rol s operated through these agenci es wi l l  be used t o serve pol i t i cal  pl ans 
i ni mi cal  t o the Uni t ed St at es." 

American- born J apanese accor di ng to t he commi t tee, f r eed of  the domi nat i on of  
t hei r  al i en el der s, by pr oper  cont rol s wi l l  cont r i but e t o the secur i t y, et c. 
I f  not  f r eed they wi l l  be regarded wi t h suspi ci on and t hr eat s to t hei r  economic 
and per sonal  secur i t y. 

"The Committee recommends t hat  whi l e Amer i can f i rms havi ng cont ract s wi t h 
J apanese woul d be adver sel y af f ect ed, i t  shoul d be possi bl e under  Feder al  
cont rol  t o operate J apanese pr oper t i es wi t h l i t t l e di sr upt i on. 

"Si mi l ar l y, Feder al  cust odi ans of  f i r ms and commission houses produci ng and 
di st r i but i ng veget abl es and other  food products wi l l  undoubtedl y ar r ange f or  
t he cont i nuance of  pr oduct i on and di st r i but i on of  t hese commodi t ies wi t hout  much 
di f f i cul t y. Fur thermore, t her e need be l i t t l e concern about  a shor tage of  
veget abl es, f or  Amer i can producers al r eady have a sur pl us of  some of  t he more 
important  commodi t i es, such as l et t uce, car r ot s, cabbage and caul i f l ower . 
Possi bl e shor tages woul d be l i mi t ed to such non- essent i al s as r adi shes, and 
green oni ons." 
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Let t er  t o Bryan from Howard A. Mi l l er , manager , Agr i cul t ur al  Depar tment  
of  LOH Anffilft,̂  £ham"ijor  �̂ i ômmor ce, J anuar y 28, 1942, i n r epl y to Br yan»s 
l et "ter , George B. Hodgki ns, Chai rman of  Agr i cul t ur al  Committee 

Hol ds i n answer  to quest i on by Bryan t hat  compl ete el i mi nat i on of  J apanese, 
ooth al i en and Amer i can, coul d be accompl i shed wi t hout  ser i ousl y cur t ai l i ng 
the pr oduct i on of  veget abl es, f r ui t s ana ber r i es (i t ems whi ch J apanese 'pr oduce). 
There might  be temporar i l y ent ai l ed a l esser  suppl y of  *r el i sh" crops such a s 
r adi shes, gr een oni ons, et c. Many of  t he garden crops coul d be pl ant ed 
qui ckl y by other  farm oper at or s. 

Poi nt s out  t hat  when pl ant i ng season i s f ur t her  al ong i n a month or  two 
more di sr upt i on wi l l  be ent ai l ed. J apanese ar e suf f er i ng from l i mi t at i ons i n 
oper at i ng. Cr edi t  sources former l y avai l abl e are no l onger  accessi bl e, such 
as J apanese bank, J apanese market i ng oper at or s, suppl i er a of  f er t i l i zer , i n-
sect i ci de and seed who now deal  onl y on a cash bi s i s . Land owners ar e sl so 
hesi t ant  about  cont i nui ng l eases wi th J apanese and the l at t er  ar e hesi t ant  about  
under t aki ng operat i ons under  uncer t ai n condi t i ons of  i nvest ment . 

Notes t hat  about  65 per cent  of  the gr een veget abl es coal xg i nt o the Los Angel es 
market  i s handl ed by J apanese. Much smal l er  per centage of  the t ot al  ,roduce 
i ncl udi ng potatoes rid f r  ui t s i s i n hands of  J apanese. 
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STATEMENT 

On February of  19 2̂, on recommendat i on of  i t s Agr i cul t ur al  Commi t tee, t he 
Chamber  went  on r ecor d favor i ng the movement  of  J apanese t o an ar ea beyond f i f t y 
mi l es from the Paci f i c Coast  and the Mexi can bor der , and the employment  of  the 
j apaf i ese thus removed t o t he f ul l est  possi bl e ext ent » Thi s recommendat i on was 
f ul f i l l ed somewhat  l at er  under  order s from Gener al  DeWi t t , act i ng on aut hor i t y 
granted by the Pr esi dent . 

"Whi l e t he ar ea from whi ch the J apanese wer e bar r ed by t he Gener al *s order  
was more extended t han t hat  i n t he Chamber  ̂ recommendat i on, your  committee f eel s 
t hat  i t  woul d be nothi ng l ess t han t r agi c t o now permi t  r et ur n to t hi s ar ea. Whi l e 
t he at tempt  made by the War  Rel ocat i on Aut hor i t y to determi ne the l oyal t i es of  t he 
J apanese was an honest  and comprehensi ve one, we ar e not  convimced t hat  the r esul t s 
ar e suf f i ci ent l y accurate to gi ve such assur ance as j ust i f i es r et ur n of  any of  t hese 
peopl e t o vi t al  mi l i t ar y ar eas i n t he Paci f i c r egi on* 

The di f f i cul t y of  an accur at e det er mi nat i on i s perhaps r aphasi zed by t hat  por t i on 
of  t he r epor t  by t he Chal dl er  Commi t tee, whi ch st at es t hat  19,963 J apanese ci t i zens 
of  mi l i t ar y §ge were r egi st er ed by the Army i n t en of  t he r el ocat i on cent er s: &% or  
1181 of  t hese vol unt eer ed; 21$, or  1*783 answered "no" t o t he l oyal t y quest i on. The 
hi ghest  number  answer i ng as di sl oyal  was something over  $0% at  Manzanar , and the 
l owest , approxi matel y 2%, at  Mi ni doka. Whi l e t hi s di f f er ence may be accounted f or , i n 
par t , by di f f er ent  groups of  J apanese havi ng been sent  t o di f f er emt  cent er s, i t  seems 
qui t e pr obabl e t hat  t her e woul d not  act ual l y be as much di f f er ence. There can be l i t t l e 
doubt  but  t hat  at  l east  t he $0% i ndi cat i ng t hei r  di sl oyal t y are not  t r ust ed Amer i can 
ci t i zens, and t her e i s a grave quest i on t hat  2% r epr esent s t he t ot al , or  anythi ng l i ke 
the t ot al  di sl oyal i t y i n t he ot her  camp. 

One of  the i mpor tant  f act or s i nf l uenci ng your  Committee t o recommend aggai nst  
r et ur n of  t he J apanese to t he Cpast  i s t hei r  pr obabl e t r eat ment . I t  i s not  at  al l  
i mporbabl e t hat  shoul d they be permi t t ed to r et ur n, occasi ons woul d ar i se wher e they 
woul dbe subj ect ed to per sonal  at t ack and abuse, possi bl e bodi l y i nj ur y and even 
bl oodshed. Thi s woul d have a more di st ur bi ng i nf l uence i n worki ng out  t hei r  postwar  
si t uat i on t han coul d possi bl y r esul t  f rom r est i r ct i ng them from t hi s ar ea "whi l e the war  
i s on. Fur thermore, such di st ur bances woul d be used by J apan as an excuse f or  
addi t i onal  br ut al i t i es agai nst  our  peopl e who ar e pr i soner s. Al so, our  l ar ge popul at i on 
of  other  Or i ent al s here on the Coast  woul d be pl aced i n an embar rassi ng and perhaps 
dangerous si t uat i on, si nce too of t en t hey ar e not  r eadi l y di st i ngui shed from t he 
J apanese. At  best  the r et ur n of  the J apanese t o t hese coast al  ar eas where st rong 
hat r eds ar e known t o exi st , woul d r esul t  i n resentment  whi ch woul d be dest r uct i ve 
to our  war  ef f or t . Such resentment  woul d not  be a mat ter  of  the moment  but  woul d be 
a cont i nui ng i nf l uence throughout  t he war . 

Whi l e t he employment  of  J apanese i n farm l abor  woul d add t o our  t ot al  avai l abl e 
manpower, t hose who have for mer l y engaged i n such work and woul d be avai l abl e, 
r epr esent  a ver y smal l  pr opor t i on of  our  t ot al  needs. Whi l e we ar e, and wi l l  pr obabl y 
cont i nue to be shor t  of  total m âpower  r equi r ed f or  farm work i n order  to meet  

i ncr eased food need, we have al r eady demonst rated our  abi l i t y t o produce i n excess of  
our  output  befor e the J apanese wer e i nt er ned. 

The proposal  i n paragraph numbered t wo, f or  i nternment  of  di sl owal  J apanese, 
i s desi r abl e, not  onl y f rom a st andpoi nt  of  pl aci ng them under  st r i ct  mi l i t ar y cont r ol  
t o pr event  espi onage or  sabotage bu£, al so, t o put  a stop to t hei r  subver si ve i nf l u-
ence on ot her  J apanese. 
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Bancroh Lib. rary 
aPers 

Recommendat ion numbered t hr ee i s consi st ent  wi t h t he pr oposal  i n the act i on 
of  t he Chamber  on February of  19U2, f or  - ut i l i zat i on of  J apanese l abor « 

Recommendat ion numbered f our  i s prompted by r epor t s t hat  the J apanese i n the 
r el ocat i on cent er s, ^̂ 4044144,1 conformi ng t o t hei r  prewar  pr act i ces, are conduct i ng 
school s, enter tai nments and other  act i vi t i es whi ch tend to bui l d up l oyal t y to t he 
J apanese Empermr», whi ch of  cour se, means di sl oyal t y to t hi s count r y. 

I t  i s the Committee »s i nfor mat i on t hat  cer t ai n r el i gi ous gr oups, t he Amer i can 
Ci vi l  Li ber t i es Uni on, consci ent i ous obj ect or s and r aci al  agi t at or s have vi si t ed the 
camps and possi bl y had consi der abl e i nf l uence on the J apanese i n t he camps, as wel l  
as i nf l uenci ng publ i c opi ni on on the out si de. 

3k -  138 
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Depar t ment  of  J us t i c e 
Washi ngt on, D. C» 

Gent l emen 

Your s ver y t r u l y , 

CL A 12 ¡^QF GC. 

Cyr i l  Gar r at t , Sec r et  
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Boar d of  Di r ec t o r s mi nut es of  meet i ng hel d Febr uar y 3, 1942 

"The f o l l owi ng communi cat i on, pr epar ed by Di r ec t o r  L l oyd f l . 
Br ooke, at  t he r equest  of  t he Execut i ve Commi t t ee, was r ead 
t o t he Boar d and af t er  d i s c us s i o n , on mot i on dul y seconded 
and c ar r i ed t he Sec r et ar y was i ns t r uc t ed t o addr ess t he same 
t o U . S . At t or ney Gener al  B i dd l e , our  r epr es ent at i ves i n 
Congr ess and Gover nor  Ol s o n: 

"The Chamber  of  Commer ce of  t he Ci t y of  Pasadena 
i s v i t a l l y i nt er es t ed i n mat t er s r el at i ng t o t he 
publ i c wel f ar e of  t h i s communi t y. 

We have been adv i sed t hat  under  t he aut hor i t y 
gr ant ed t o P r es i dent  Roos evel t , pur suant  t o t he 
pr ov i s i ons of  Sec t i ons 21 and 24 of  T i t l e 50, 
Uni t ed St at es Code, P r es i dent  Roosevel t  has i s s ued 
a pr oc l amat i on gover ni ng t he ac t i v i t i es of  a l i en 
enemi es and has conf er r ed upon you aut hor i t y t o 
enf or ce t he same wi t h r espec t  t o c ont i nent al  
Uni t ed St at es , whi c h, of  c our s e, i nc l udes our  Ci t y 
of  Pasadena. 

It-  i s t he pr of ound conv i c t i on of  a l l  member s of  
t he gover ni ng Boar d of  t h i s Chamber  of  Commer ce t hat  
t he pr esence of  a l i en J apanese i n our  c i t y i s a 
const ant  menace t o t he saf et y of  t he peopl e of  

v � Pasadena and t hei r  pr oper t y r i ght s and i n t er es t s . 
V We bel i ev e i t  has been c l ear l y demonst r at ed by t he 

ac t i ons of  out s t andi ng member s of  t he J apanese r ace 
t hat  ever y member  of  t h i s r ace i s po t ent i al l y capabl e 
of  commi t t i ng mur der  and sabot age wi t hout  war ni ng. 

We, t her ef o r e, ear nes t l y r ecommend t o you t he 
i mmedi at e t r ans f er  of  a l l  J apanese a l i ens t o concent r a-
t i on csmps es t abl i s hed i n t he i nt er i o r  r egi ons under  
c i r cumst ances whi ch wi l l  per mi t  t hem t o engage i n 
p r o f i t abl e wor k under  guar d s uper v i s i on and wi t h j us t  
r ecompense t o each i ndi v i dual  f o r  h i s own ef f o r t s , we 
f ur t her  r ecommend t hat  a l l  member s of  t he J apanese r ace 
l i v i ng i n our  ar ea be pl aced under  c ar ef u l  s ur vei l l anc e 
and t hat  s us pi c i ous char ac t er s among such Amer i can c i t i -
zens of  t he J apanese r ace be i mmedi at el y deal t  wi t h by 
l aw enf or ceent  o f f i c er s i n such manner  as t o make i t  
i mposs i bl e f o r  any of  t hem t o become har mf ul  t o our  
c i t i z ens . 

We r es pec t f u l l y submi t  t hat  unl es s we ar e a l l  
al er t  t o pr event  di s as t er  bef or e i t  over t akes us and 
unl es s pr ompt  and summary ac t i on i s t aken under  your  
aut ho r i t y , i t  may be pos s i bl e f o r  t he l ar ge number  of  
J apanese a l i ens i n Cal i f o r n i a t o do gr eat  har m t o our  

* communi t y, as t he J apanese of  ever y r ank and s t at i on 
pr oved t hemsel ves capabl e of  doi ng on December  7 1941-



n s s o r . U T I  ON o r  C O L TO;-  q. N- .? c o i r  

R A C OK I I G I I L I : ; G I L H . U V A L N ^ R Y A L X Z T T S F T I OR 

COASTAL LP,'LAS . 

/ 
,par>ese 

Pa 
0rSry 

The Boar d of  Di r ect or s of  tho Col t on,  Cal i f or ni a,  Chamber of  

Connor co at t hei r r egul ar mont hl y moo ti n; ;  hol d Febr uar y 11,  1942,  

di scussed at l ungt h t ho danger ous and i l l - advi sed pr esence of  

enemy al i ens,  and .Axi s sympat hi zer s of  al i en ext r act i on,  si t uat ed 

i n t he Paci f i c coast ar ea,  a r ecogni zed ar ea of  host i l i t i es i n t he 

conduct of  t he pr esent war � 

Af t er t hor ough consi der at i on of  tho pr obl em f r om al l  angl es,  

and dul y awar e of  t ho har dshi ps r osui t i ng f r om ar bi t r ar y act i on i n 

sol vi ng the di f f i cul t y,  the Hoard,  of  Di r ect or s adopt ed the f ol l owi ng 

Resol ut i ons 

K'A SOLVED,  t hat the Uni t ed St at es Govor nmont ,  i n .  

cooper at i on wi t h st at e,  count y and ci t y aut hor i t i es,  

and t hr ough the var i ous gover nment al  agenci es 

avai l abl e f or t hat pur pose,  t ake i mmedi at e st eps 

f or t he compl et e evacuat i on f r om any and al l  ar eas 

wi t hi n a di st ance of  t wo hundr ed mi l es f r om the 

Paci f i c coast l i ne,  of  al l  enemy al i ens,  al l  

per sons who acknowl edge and cl ai m dual  ci t i zen-

shi p wi t h any enemy nat i on wi t h whi ch the uni t ed 

St at es i s at war ,  and al l  ot her per sons whose 

sympat hi es wi t h enemy nat i ons make t hem a 

pot ent i al  menace and danger t o t he war ef f or t of  

t  ho An i  e r i  c a n p e o p 1 e .  

ADOPTED by the Boar d of  Di r ect or s of  the Col  t on,  

Cal i f or ni a,  Chamber of  Commer ce,  t hi s 11t h day of  

Febr uar y,  1942,  and the Secr et ar y t her eof  i s 

di r ect ed t o t r ansmi t copi es t her eof  to al l  publ i c 

of f i ci al s di r ect l y concer ned,  and i n a posi t i on 

bo assi st i n car r yi ng sai d Resol ut i on i nt o ef f ect .  

Pro si  don
4

-

So er et ar y 



(Copy of  r esol ut i on adopted by Board of  Di r ect or s, San Beni t o 
County Chamber  of  Commerce, Hol l i st er , Cal i f or ni a, February 11, 1942) 

WHEREAS, The cowardl y and dast ar dl y at t ack by J apan on the 

armed for ces of  t he Uni t ed St at es at  Pear l  Harbor  and the subsequent  

decl ar at i on of  war  by t he Uni t ed St at es on J apan end the Axi s Powers 

has made the ci t i zens of  San Beni t o County aware of  t he presence of  

eneiay al i ens, par t i cul ar l y J apanese, and on- American J apanese ci t i zens 

hol di ng dual  ci t i zenshi p wi t h t he J apanese Empi r e, and 

WHEREAS, Rai ds conducted by the Feder al  Bureau of  I nvest i -

gat i on i n t he adj oi ni ng Count i es of  Monterey and Santa Cr uz wi t hi n t he 

past  few days di scl osed t he i ndi sput abl e f act  t hat  enee&r  al i ens, 

par t i cul ar l y J apanese, had i n t hei r  possessi on an appal l i ng quant i t y 

of  cont raband ar t i cl es i ncl udi ng f i r e ar ms, weapons, aacauni t i on, camer as, 

shor t  wave r adi os and l i ke appar at us, i n def i ance of  r ul es and regul a-

t i ons est abl i shed by t he Feder al  Government  when t hi s r egi on was 

desi gnat ed as a Combat  Zone, and 

WHH8&A6, I t  i s wel l  known t o t he ci t i zens of  San Beni t o 

County t hat  r esi dent  enwy al i ens, par t i cul ar l y J apanese, and t hei r  

descendant s known as J apanese- Af r i can c i t i zens, suspect ed of  hol di ng 

dual  ci t i zenshi p wi t h t he Empi re of  J apan, have i n t hei r  possessi on 

and cont r ol  i n t hi s Count y, farm equi pment  consi st i ng of  heavy and 

l i ght  t r ucks, t r act or s, t ool s and other  equi pment  whi ch coul d be used 

by sai d al i ens most  ef f ect i vel y i n dest r oyi ng and damaging hi ghways, 

br i dges, r ai l r oads, and coi asuni cat i on, wat er , power , gas, and oi l  l i nes 

wi t hi n t hi s County as ef f ect i vel y as was the case at  Pear l  Har bor , i n 



«vent  of  an i nvasi on by our  warti ras enemies or  as a separ at e act  of  

sabotage whi ch might  be committed at  any t i me, and 

WHERSAS, I t  i s not i ceabl e t hat  t he act i ons of  most  eneay 

al i ens, par t i cul ar l y J apanese and t hei r  descendant s, ar e not  now, nor  

have t hey ever  been, such as woul d l ead us t o bel i eve t hat  i n event  

of  an emergency, or  at  a gi ven oppor t uni t y, t hey woul d mai nt ai n st r i ct  

neut r al i t y or  be l oyal  t o t he Uni t ed St at es of  Amer i ca, and 

WHEREAS, A l ar ge par t  of  t hi s County i s devoted t o 

agr i cul t ur al  crops and gr azi ng l ands whi ch become hi ghl y i nf l ammabl e 

dur i ng t he ear l y summer, whi ch i s f ast  appr oachi ng, and woul d af f or d 

a most  f avor abl e oppor t uni t y f or  t hese enecy al i en® and di s- l oyal  

ci t i zens t o st age a di sast r ous and wi de spread conf l agr at i on, and 

BHffiUSAS, iiumerous r equest s have been made to this body 

t hat  i t  take immediate act i on i n ur gi ng and r equest i ng the proper  

aut hor i t i es t o teke immediate act i on t o prevent t he r epet i t i on of  t he 

Pear l  Harbor  i nci dent  or  a worse di sast er , and 

WHEREAS, I t  i s wel l  known t hat  t he Amer i can peopl e do not  

wi sh t o be unf ai r  or  unj ust  t o t he l oyal  Amer i can born J apanese Amer i can 

ci t i zens but  do wi sh t o be protected agai nst  any and al l  di sl oyal  

J apanese- Amer i can c i t i zens, and 

WHEREAS, I t  appears to t hi s body t hat  i n vi ew of  the 

ser i ousness of  the pr esent  war  wi t h t he J apanese Government  and t he 

l ack of  t ime i n whi ch t o car ef ul l y eval uat e the st andi ng and l oyal t y 

of  t he Amer i can bom J apanese- Amer i can ci t i zens t hat  both the al i en 
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J apanese and t he J apanese~Amer i ean ci t i zen shoul d be removed from 

the enti re Paci f i c Coast  f or  t he proper  defense of our  Kat i on, 

TKS&KPOftS 

BE I T RESOLVED, That  t he San Beni t o County Chamber  of  

Commerce does and I t  hereby ur ges t hat  t he proper  c i v i l  and mi l i t ar y 

aut hor i t i es t o t ake immediate act i on t o cause the removal  of  al l  

enemy al i en ci t i zens and J apanese Amer i can Ci t i zens f rom t he ent i r e 

Paci f i c Coast  Ar ea, and 

BE IT FUKTHH& UNSOLVED, That copi es of this r esol ut i on 

be sent  t o commanding of f i cer s of  t he Aragr  and Kavy, the Federal  Bureau 

of  I nvest i gat i on, t o each Senat or  and Representative from Cal i fornia 

i n t he Congr ess of  t he Uni t ed St at es, to the Governor of Cal i forni a, 

t he Adj ut ant  Gener al  and t he At torney General . 
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February 13, 1 %2 

Mr . Eat  Pei per  
Feder al  Bureau of  I nvest i gat i on 
111 Sut t er  St r eet  
San Fr anci sco, Cal i f or ni a 

Dear  Mr* Pei per i  

The at t ached r esol ut i on, adopted by the Board of  
Di r ect or s of  t hi s or gani sat i on on February 11t h, i s respec-
t f ul l y submi t ted t o you f or  your  ver y ear nest  consi der at i on* 

The concl usi ons expressed ar e based on f act s, and 
our  car ef ul  obser vat i ons of  t hese peopl e, who have l i ved 
amng us for  OMQT year s. 

We ar e convi nced t hat  t he cont i nued presence of  
t hese peopl e i n t hi s area const i t ut es a t hr eat  and easnaee 
not  gener al l y r ecogni zed, and we ur ge t hat  you gi ve our  
recoxaraendstions car ef ul  study and at t ent i on. 

Your s ver y t r ul y, 

N 
S* E. Sparl ing, President 

SAW BENITO COUNTY CHAMBER OF COI URCS 

COPY 

; 
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RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE FRESNG) COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE IN RELATION TO THE J APANESE 
AND A HEN ENEMY SITUATION ON THE PACI FI C COAST apan| * î ocafion rort Library 

WHEREAS, there now seems t o be a t endency on the par t  of  aut hor i zed Feder al  agenci es 

to remove cer t ai n al i ens from vi t al  defense ar eas i nt o ot her  sect i ons of  the Paci f i c sl ope 

wi thout  pr oper  super vi si on and sur vei l l ance, t her eby i nt ensi f yi ng the al r eady acute probl em, 

WHEREAS, i nvest i gat i on by l ocal , st ate and f eder al  of f i cer s have unear thed an amazi ng 

amount  of  evi dence i n t he Paci f i c Coast  area est abl i shi ng cl ear l y the presence of  f i f t h 

column act i vi t i es by al i en enemi es and di sl oyal t y among Amer i can born J apanese, cr eat i ng 

a si t uat i on of  a most  expl osi ve nat ur e, and 

WHEREAS, even now the San J oaqui n Val l ey, wi th i t s mi l i t ar y post s, i mpor tant  r ai l r oad 

and hi ghway systems, r i ch oi l f i el ds , great  expanse of  hi ghl y i nf l ammabl e gr ai n f i el ds , 

f oot hi l l  past ur el ands and mountai n wat er sheds, cont ai ni ng val uabl e t i mber  and essent i al  

hydr o- el ect r i c devel opment , i s r ecei vi ng known al i en enemi es, who because of  the l ack of  

% 

proper  r est r ai nt  coul d i n a f ew hours wreck vi t al  defense act i vi t i es and dest r oy much 

farm produce needed i n our  al l - out  ef f or t , now t her efor e 

BE I T RESOLVED, t hat  the Board of  Di r ect or s of  the Fr esno Count ' Chamber  of  Commerce, 

n or gani zat i on r epr esent i ng busi ness, pr of essi onal  and agr i cul t ur al  i nt er est s i n the 

cent r al  San J oaqui n Val l ey, urge Feder al  aut hor i t i es to remove from the Paci f i c Coast  

st at es al l  J apanese and al i ens of  ot her  count r i es now at  war  wi th t he Uni t ed St at es to 

a r est r i ct ed area east war d where t hei r  act i vi t i es and i nf l uence coul d not  af f ect  t he 

nat i onal  defense ef f or t , and 

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, t hat  i n the i nt er est  of  nat i onal  defense and the pr event i on 

of  possi bl e l ocal  di sor der s t hat  those Ameri can born J apanese who are l oyal  to t he Fl ag 

of  the Uni t ed St at es, be ur ged to l e d̂ the movement  of  t hei r  countrymen and al i en enemi es 

from the Paci f i c Coast  ar eas to desi gnat ed poi nt s beyond the zone of  ef f ect i ve sabotage 

t her eby pr ovi ng concl usi vel y t hei r  l oyal t y as Amer ican ci t i zens, and 

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, t hat  a copy of  t hi s r esol ut i on be forwarded t o the Cal i f or ni a 

Congressmen and Senat or s, t o At t orney Gener al  Fr anci s Bi ddl e and mi l i t ar y aut hor i t i es 

on the Paci f i c Coast  and of f i c i al s of  J apanese and ot her  al i en or gani zat i ons. 

• f . c . e . - t f 
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R E S O L U T I O N ,/,es® Rpl 

yffl ERExiS, i t  has come t o t he at t ent i on of  t he 
Boar d o f  Di r ec t o r s of  t he Laguna Beach Cl ' ŷ . J i î  ̂
mer ge t hat  a l i en J apanese ana nat i ve- bor n J apanese who 
ar e not  r es i dent s of  t he Count y of  Or ange ar e bei ng 
moved by aut ho r i t i es i nt o t he Count y o f  Or ange, and 

WHEREAS, t he Boar d of  Di r ec t o r s bel i ev es t hat  
t hi s ac t i on i s not  i n f ur t her anc e of  pr oper  def ense 
pr ecaut i ons and i s har mf ul  t o t he r es i dent s of  t he 
Count y of  Or ange, 

NOV/, THEREFORE, BE I T RESOLVED t hat  t he Laguna 
Beach Chamber  of  Commer ce f avor s t he i mmedi at e r emoval  
of  ALL J apanese f r om t he Count y of  Or ange and t hat  no 
mor e J apanese be br ought  i nt o t he Count y of  Or ange by 
t he aut ho r i t i es dur i ng t he pendency o f  t he pr esent  
emer gency. 

I , Ann Mar qui s , Sec r et ar y of  Laguna Beach Chamber  
of  Commer ce, a c o r por at i on, her eby c er t i f y t hat  t he f or e-
goi ng Res o l ut i on was dul y and r egul ar l y passed by t he sai d 
Boar d of  Di r ec t o r s at  a meet i ng of  sai d Boar d of  Di r ec t o r s 
dul y and r egu l ar l y c al l ed and hel d at  Laguna Beach t he 
23r d day of  F ebr uar y , 1942. 

Sec r et ar y 
IggUna- J Bf î âûk Chamber  of  Commer ce 
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F U L L R A T E F U L L R A T E 
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« M W D E F E R R E D 

J I J E S R V A T I O N N I G H T L E T T E R 

^ T O U R - R A T E S H I P R A D I O 

Tostal Tdcqvapb 
îîlackay "Radio 

Commercial Cables 

QU America Cables 

Canadian Tacific Telegraphs 

C H A R G E 
ACCOUNT 

-NU M S E P 

CASH NO. I TOLLS 

CHECK 

TIME FILED '.STANDARD TIME» 

Send the fol lowing message, subfect to ths Company's rules, regulations and rates set forth in Us tariffs and unfile with regulatory authorities 

Feb. 14, 1942 

Fr ankl i n D. Roosevel t  
Pr esi dent  of  t he Uni t ed St at es 
Washi ngt on, D. C. 

Japanese P«/^ 

ARRESTS OF ENEMY ALI ENS I N THIS AREA I NDI CATE POSSI BI LI TY OF SABOTAGE OF 
SHI PPI NG AND INDUSTRIAL INSTALLATIONS HE HE, STRATEGIC POSI TI ON OF LOTiER 
COLUMBIA AREA SUGGESTS THAT OUR SHI PPI NG FACI LI TI ES MAY ALL BE SORELY 
NEEDED AS PACI FI C WAR PROGRESSES. ALL ENEMY ALI ENS I N THIS AREA NOW I DLE 
AND A BURDEN TO TAXPAYERS. MOST WOULD WELCOME REMOVAL TO AREAS WHERE THEY 
COULD SAFELY BE PERMITTED EMPLOYMENT. ALL WHO OBJ ECT TO REMOVAL SHOULD BE 
REMOVED ANYWAY. BUSINESS INTERESTS HERE THEREFORE PLEAD WI TH GOVERNMENT 
TO PROTECT US FROM FI FTH COLUMN ACTI VI TI ES SUCH AS PAVE WAY FOR ALL AXI S 
SUCCESSES. PUBLIC OPI NI ON HERE UNANIMOUS I N THIS REGARD 

ER OF COMMERCE 

Charters A . Reynol ds, Pr esi dent  

E WI T H I N S T A T E 

USE P O S T A L -  . � ¿ G R A P H 
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DOMESTIC FOREIGN 

F U L L R A T E F U L L R A T E 

C D E R A T E 

J f E R U R G E N T 

J I B r  D E F E R R E D 

^ S E R V A T I O N N I G H T L E T T E R 

• U R - R A T E S t W P R A D I O 

Tostal Uhqvapb 
ÏÏÎackai} "Radio ^ i ^ f ^ S y OH (¡mirica Cables 

Commercial Cables Canadian Taci fie Telegraphs 
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CASH NO. TOLLS 

CHECK 

TIME F1LEO 'STANOARO TIME» 

Furn» 
Send «he fol lowing message, subject to theCompany's rules; regulations and rates set forth In Its tariffs and on fUe with regulatory authorities 

Hon. J ames W. Mott  
House of  Repr esent at i ves, 
Washi ngt on, D. C. 

BUSINESS INTERESTS OF ASTORIA INCLUDING HARBORMASTER GRAVELY CONCER ED OVER 

POSSI BI LI TY OF SABOTAGE. UNDER PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES ONE DETERMINED SABOTEUR 

GOULD DO IRREPARABLE DAMAGE. URGE YOU EXERT YOUR INFLUENCE TO EFFECT REMOVAL 

OF ENEMY ALIENS AND ESTABLISH THIS AREA AS DEFENSE ZONE. COMMANDER I3ASSLEMAN 

WILL RECEIVE COPY THIS WI RE. 

C. A. Reynol ds, Pr es. 
Ast or i a Chamber  of  Commerce 

20% I T H I N S T A T E 

USE POSTA -EGRAPH 



CHECK SERVICE OESIREO OTHERWISE 
MESSAGE WILL BE SENT A T T U L L RATE 

Tostal Uhqvaph 
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Commercial Cables 

Gli Omerica Cables 

Canadian Tacific Telegraphs 

C H A R G E 
ACCOUNT 
N U M B E R 

CASH NO. TOUL3 

CHECK 

TIME O L E » (STANDARD TIME) 

Send the- fol lowing message, subfect to th* Company's rules, regulations and rates set forth In Its tariffs and on fi le with regulatory authorities 
Foro» '{ 

Senator  Char l es A. Mcl iary 
Senate Of f i ce Bui l di ng 
Was i ngt on, D. C. 

J a p a n e s e  R e l o c a t i o n P a p e r s 

B a n c r o f t L i b r a r y / 

Recent  Pr ess r el eases i ndi cat e possi i bi t y Ast or i a may be desi gnat ed ar ea from whi ch 

J apanese al i ens wi l l  be removed. Thwee i s consi der abl e l ocal  concern r egar di ng 

possi bl i t y of  sabotage of  shi ppi ng and i ndust r i al  i nst al l at i ons. We t her efor e ur ge 

you to exer t  i nf l uence to pr ot ect  Ast or i a from t hi s menace. 

C. A. Reynol ds, Pr esi dent  

ASTORIA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

E 2 0 % W I T H I N S T A T E 

USE P O S T A . G R A P H 



Di nubs Sent i nel  
F ebr uar y 26t h I s s ue 

W I R E S U R G E I M M E D I A T E 

E V A C U A T I O N 

DI  NUBA CHAMBER 0? COM,® ROE 

ASKS REMOVAL OP 

J APANESE PROM CAL I FORNI A 

Wi t h t el egr ams t o L i eu t . Gener al  J ohn L . DeWi t t  of  t he 

Wes t er n Def enc e Command i n San F r anc i s c o , and t o Senat o r  Hi r am 

J ohnson and Congr essman Al f r ed J . E l l i o t t  i n Was hi ngt o n, t he 

d i r ec t o r s of  t he Di n u b a j Oh a i  ̂ ot her  Cal i f o r n i a 

p o l i t i c a l  and c i v i c bodi es i n ur gi ng "t he r emoval  of  a l l  J apanes e 

f r om Ca l i f o r n i a " . I n vi ew of  t he To l gn hear i ng whi c h l e f t  t he 

mat t er  open f or  ano t her  t wo week s , t he l o c al  t el egr am dec l ar ed 

Di nuba c i t i z ens wer e "as t oni s hed at  i nac t i o n i n v i ew of  t he pr epon-

der ance of  ev i denc e of  d i s l o y a l t y " . 

Meanwhi l e, back i n Was hi ngt on, Congr essman E l l i o t t  t ook 

t he f l o o r  wi t h a demand t hat  "we s t ar t  movi ng t he J apanes e i n 

Ca l i f o r n i a i nt o Conc ent r at i on Camps and do i t  damn q u i c k . Th i s 

i s a s er i ous mat t er  and we have got  t o r ea l i z e i t . Las t  n i ght  

25 s hel l s wer e dr opped i n my d i s t r i c t . Do not  l et  peopl e k i d 

you by say i ng t hey ar e good, J apanes e one i n a t hous and, but  

not  any mor e t han t h a t ", E l l i o t t  c o nc l uded. 

Republ i c an 0TConnor  of  Mont ana d i d n ' t  want  t he J apanes e 

move t o t hat  s t a t e : "A nat i on coul d s t ar t  a f i r e t hat  mi ght  

t hat  mi ght  wi pe out  t he f o r es t s and f i e l ds of  gr a i n i n Mo nt ana". 

I n V i s a l i a , t he Tul ar e c o unt y Boar d of  Super v i s o r s expr essed 

al ar m over  t he J apanes e evacuees f r om Sout her n Cal i f o r n i a i nt o 

Tul ar e Count y and went  on r ecor d i n a r es o l ut i o n ur gi ng pr ompt  

ac t i o n by t he f eder a l  gover nment  i n r emov i ng a l l  per sons of  t he 

J apanese r ac e , whet her  a l i ens or  c i t i z en s , f r om t he P ac i f i c Coas t  

and p l ac i ng t hem i n c onc ent r at i on camps . 

E . A . Poehl mann, c oo r di nat o r  f o r  t he Count y Def ens e c o unc i l , 

t ol d t he s uper v i s o r s educat ed second gener at i o n J apanes e can be 

mor e of  a menace t han our  a l i en par ent s . P r opos al  t o i nc r eas e 

i mmedi at el y t he number  of  vo l unt ar y p o l i c e , r ec r ui t ed f r om member s 

of  t he Amer i can l eg i o n , and t o gi ve t hem s pec i a l  t r a i n i ng by t he 



2 -
J*t>*»Qse 

S h e r i f f ! s o f f i c e was d i s c us s ed . 

Sev er al  meet i ngs of  c i t i z ens have been hel d i n t he Or os i  

d i s t r i c t  wher e i t  i s sai d as many as 50 J apanese evacuees f ami l i es 

have moved i n f r om coas t  po i n t s . One of  t he r es u l t s was a t el egr am 

t o Maj or  Gener al  DeWi t t  as f o l l o ws : 

"We, a c i t i z ens commi t t ee of  Or o s i , as a d i s c us s i o n hel d t o n i ght , 

demand t hat  some ac t i on be t aken at  once r egar di ng t he J apanes e 

s i t uat i o n i n t h i s v i c i n i t y . F ur t her , we demand t hat  a l l  J ap-

anese t hat  ar e now her e and t hose t hat  ar e bei ng moved i n 

her e be r emoved, not  onl y f o r  our  s af et y , but  a l s o f o r  t hei r  

own s a f et y . We f ee l  t hat  unl es s i mmedi at e ac t i o n i s t ak en, 

t he s i t uat i o n may get  out  of  hand. Ur gent  ac t i o n must  be 

t ak en". 

Or os i  C i t i z e n f s Commi t t ee, 

l o c al  J apanes e s t at ed t o t he pr ess t oday t hat  t he I vanhoe 

Tomat o p l ant i ngs wer e t he same t h i s year  as i n f or mer  year s bef o r e 

t he Di nuba V i s a l i a A i r  Sc hoo l  ex i s t ed . One dec l ar ed t hat  whi l e 

he r ea l i z ed t he gr av i t y of  t he s i t uat i o n , he t hought  i t  was p l a i n 

t hat  i t  woul d be eas i er  f o r  enemy ai r p l anes t o l oc at e t he a i r  

s c hoo l  wi t hout  l o c at i ng t omat o p l ant s f i r s t . 

I n appr ov i ng a t el egr am t o hur r y f eder a l  ac t i o n , t he l o c al  

chamber  of  commer ce d i r ec t o r s expr essed t he opi ni on t hat  such a 

evac uat i on woul d be i n t he i n t er es t s of  t he p eo p l e ' s s a f e t y ; 

pr event  a po s s i b l e d i s as t er  i n t he nat ur e of  P ear l  Har bo r , and 

a l s o pr o t ec t i ng l o c a l  J apanes e f r om po s s i b l e v i o l enc e at  t he 

ends of  exc i t i ng c i t i z en r y . 

# 



Ol y mp i a Chamber  o f  Commer c e To l a n 11610 p , 

N . 

�'her eas "b i t t er  e x p e r i e n c e has a l r e a d y t a u g h t  as t h a t  s u b v e r s i v e 

f i f t h - c o l u mn a c t i v i t y a n d s a b o t a g e try a l i e n s r e s i d i n g i n U n i t e d S t a t e s 

t e r r i t o r i e s a n d p o s s e s s i o n s has "been o f  ma t e r i a l  a s s i s t a n c e t o o u r  

en emi es a n d c o n s i d e r a b l e dar ege t o o u r  c o u n t r y and i t s we l f a r e ; a i d 

7/ her eas , i t  i s b e l i e v e d t h a t  t he P a c i f i c c o a s t  a r e a o f  t he U n i t e d 

S t a t e s , w i t h i t s man;; v i t a l  wa r  i n d u s t r i e s i s e v e r  i n d a n g e r  o f  a t t a c k 

b y our  e n e mi e s ; and 

»f t i er eas enemy a l i e n s and enemy s y mp a t h i z e r s no., r e s i d i n g i n t h i s ®r ea 

a r e i n s uc h l a r g e number s as t o mak e i mp r a c t i c a l , i f  n o t i mp o s s i b l e , t he 

t a s k - f  a d e q u a t e s u p e r v i s i o n , a s a r e s u l t  o f wh i c h f a c t  s u c h a l i e n s a r e 

now  l a r b e l y u n r e s t r i c t e d i n t he i r  mo v ement s ani l  a c t i o n s a nd c o n s t i t u t e 

a g r a v e menac e t o o ur  we l f a r e and p r o s p e r i t y , p a r t i c u l a r l y so i n c a s e 

o f  a t t a c k : No w, t h e r e f o r e , b e i t  

He s o l v e d , T h a t  t he Ol y mpi a Chamber o f  Commer ce r e co. ¡mends a p l a n b e 

a d o p t e d a t  o nc e r emo v i ng a l l  J a p a n e s e ai r l  a l l  enery a l i e n s and a l l  k no wn 

enemy s y mp a t h i z e r s f r o m 't he x- acn'i c _c _aT t  ar ea t o i n l a n d p o i n t s ar d 

p l a c i n g t hem u n d e r  e r r e c x i v e s u p e r v i s i o n f o r  t he d u r a t i o n o"f t̂ t i e wa r . 7/ i t h 

a i U l i  r e a l i z a t i o n o f  t he many p r o b l ems "t hat  a r e i n v o l v e d end a h o p e t h a t  

t h i s ma y b e done i n a humane manner  , we u r ge t h a t  a c t i o n be t a k e n wi t h o u t  

u n n e c e s s a r y d e l a y . 

P a s s e d b y unan i mo us v o t e o f  Ol y mp i a Chamber  o f  Commer c e a t  t h e i r  meetirg 
F eb r u a r y 2 6 , 1942 
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BY  Gr 'P J R E*»r  Si r  : BY  Cx'i r  J  xv 

� On r   ̂ 1 7 1942 

Tke o i t i a*»« oi" t a i * UÌ. i  j?X»_ tìLirojUi.u. ttou i r Ce-,. p r of C ou r̂c  ̂

woula i i ks to ¿ x pr^» to you tossir 001,0« rs ov r t , coi.ti: u m .pr . * eoe 

of  «««n.y a l i en* i» P ao i f i o Coati Are*®, i» tke kope tkat you mi ât be 

i n » p o ¿ i t i o r to eelp do »01 �tfciRfc ¿¿bout i t . 

Tae t o i l o wi »t  r e».olutioli - f i » c e t i . by t l » C c r i . . : r Ci ». c -r 

oi" Commerce »ed - copy orat-r&a .... : t you: 

J  "Tua L«*COReer  Ck»u.ber  01 Coxm.erce, me t i i . F; bru»ry Ì" t i t i o e* t ee F i aer al  r o v « r : . i . , w . x l o , . o v - c « i l  « 1 . 5 , . . \ -i i c w . - » . r o c i t i * 

of  J »p*RE*e de*oeet  Ì RÌ âo froa tue P »o i i i c  Co» t̂ »re* » .. . j u r i t y 

t i Ai ur e agai »Rt  kabotag«, ra c i a l di*turo»tiCdt,, s t o . " � 

V e f e e l  tkat w itkout tk ie fi*«« i»ovejL«ut, tk# of tke »oove 

a.«»tiom«£Ì e*,botàfce »ed r »o i» l d i t t u ro »Rcet i * c vff  p r e ^ e R t »e a tn«.t 

Ì R a d d i t i o R tkere i» tke Ckaae« tk»t otkerwiae i oy» l Aa«r ì c »ns o i ' 

J a p A B « « « d e é C e ^ t Bàj at be t u r e e a t u e otker v,»y oy ìì.ì» trt i»tu ,ei t . T e i -

problefi- k » s b e e e » » o u r c e 01 coi.cera l'or u * l oc l̂ l y for te« � ^t two 

r r .0Rt k * «L ei  tee » b o v e r e * o l u t i o a wu* p»**-*d omly » f t  r  1 O Re A i d » . b e r  

coR*id~r»tioR . 

/ y C ' / 3 -  * -  0 

Vr'itk  t k e b e _ t  oi' r e L . r a « , 

L * C o e n e r  C n »t  b - r  o f C u . u e r c s 

M. P . 0 ' L e * r y t  

Sec r f Ur y 
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FRESNO COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
FRESNO MEMORIAL AUDITORIUM 

FRESNO, CALIFORNIA 

HON. F RANCI S B I DDL E 

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TTIE UNI T ED STATES 

Was h i ngt o n , D. C . 

At  t he r egu l a r  meet i ng o f  t he F r es no Co unt y Chamber  o f  

Commer ce B o a f d o f  D i r e c t o r ? o n F ebr uar y 20t h , t he 

a t t ac hed r es o l u t i o n was unan i mo us l y p a s s e d , and t he 

s ec r et ar y i n s t r uc t ed t o f o r war d a copy t o y o u . 

Ve r y t r u l y r oar s 

E x ec u t i v e 



A RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE FRESNO COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE IN RELATION 
1 TO THE J APANESE AND ALIEN ENEMY SITUATION ON THE PACIFIC COAST 

WHE R E aS , there now seems to be a tendency on the part  of  author i zed. Federal  

agenci es to remove cer tai n al i ens from vi t al  defense areas i nto other  sect i ons of  

the Paci f i c sl ope wi thout  proper  supervi si on and sur vei l l ance, thereby i nt ensi fyi ng 

the al r eady acute probl em, and 

WHEREAS, i nvest i gat i on by l ocal , state and federal  of f i cer s have unearthed an 

amazing amount  of  evidence i n the Paci f i c Coast  area est abl i shi ng cl ear l y the 

presence of  f i f t h column act i vi t i es by al i en enemies and di sl oyal t y among American 

born J apanese, creat i ng a si t uat i on of  a most  expl osi ve natur e, and 

WHEREAS, even now the San J oaqui n Val l ey, wi th i t s mi l i t ar y post s, important  

r ai l r oad and highway systems, r i ch oi l f i el ds, great  expanse of  hi ghl y infl ammabl e 

gr ai n f i el ds, f oot hi l l  pasturel ands and mountain watersheds, contai ni ng val uabl e 

t imber  and essent i al  hy.dro- el ectr ic devel opment, i s r ecei vi ng known al i en enemies, 

who because of  the l ack of  proper  r est r ai nt  coul d i n a few hours wreck vi t al  defense 

act i vi t i es and dest roy much farm produce needed i n our  al l - out  ef f or t , now therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED, that  the Board of  Di rectors of  the Fresno County Chamber  of  

Commerce, an organi zat i on represent i ng busi ness, professi onal  and agr i cul t ural  

i nt er est s i n the cent ral  San J oaqui n Val l ey, urge Federal  aut hor i t i es to remove from 

the Paci f i c Coast  states al l  J apanese and al i ens of  other  count r i es now at  war  wi th 

the Uni ted St at es to a r est r i ct ed area eastward where thei r  act i vi t i es and i nf l uence 

countrymen and al i en enemies from the Paci f i c Coast  areas to desi gnated points 

beyond the zone of  ef fect i ve sabotage thereby proving concl usi vel y thei r  l oyal ty 

as Amer i can ci t i zens, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that  a copy of  t hi s r esol ut i on be forwarded to the 

Cal i f or ni a Congressmen and Senator s, to at torney General  Franci s Bi ddl e and mi l i t ar y 

aut hor i t i es on the Paci f i c Coast  and of f i ci al s of  J apanese and other  al i en 

organi  zat i ons. 



May 13, 19U3 

TO Mr . Mi l l er  

From Leonard E . Read 

SUBJ ECT : RETURN OF J APANESE TO PACI FI C COAST ARüAS 

The r epor t  of  t he Speci al  Committee on J apanese, dat ed 

May 11, was approved by the Board of  Di r ect or s at  i t s 

meet i ng today» 



Dat e: May 11, 19U3 

COMMITTEE: SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON J APANESE 

Subj ect : Retur n of  J apanese to rary 
Paci f i c Coast  Areas 

r. S . Rosécr ans, Chai rman Pâr>&se 

^oT^'on * 

St at us: For  st udy -  t o be act ed upon 

Rec ommendation 

That  t he f ol l owi ng pol i cy be urged upon the Feder al  Government  
wi t h r espect  t o both al i en and non- al i en J apanese, except i ng onl y 
t hose r egul ar l y enl i st ed i n t he armed ser vi ce« 

1» That  per mi ssi on not  be gr ant ed 
f or  r et ur n t o the Paci f i c Coast  

St at es dur i ng the cont i nuance of  
t he war  between t hi s count ry and 
J apan 

2« That  t he J apanese who have i ndi cat ed 
t hei r  l oyal i t y t o J apan, or  have re-
f used t o pl edge t hei r  l oyal i t y to t he 
Uni t ed St at es, be i nt er ned under  
st r i ct  mi l i t ar y cont r ol  

3* That  J apanese ot her  t han those i n-
cl uded under  i t em #2 be gi ven every 
r easonabl e oppor t uni t y t o demonst rate 
t hei r  l oyal i t y to t hi s count r y, through 
pr oduct i ve l abor  i n non- mi l i t ary ar eas 
t o t he ext ent  t hat  t he at t i t ude of  the 
communi t i es where t hey ar e t o be 
empl oyed i s not  pr ej udi ci al  to the 
per sonal  wel f ar e of  the J apanese. 

k� That  school s, ent er t ai nment s, and other  
group or  i ndi vi dual  pr oj ect s promot ing 
l oyal i t y t ooJ apanese cul t ur e not  be 
per mi t t ed 



I n t er v i ew wi t h J ames Read, Managi ng Di r ec t o r , L os Angel es 
Chamber  of  Commer ce, J u l y c20, 1943 

a e c a u s e I ngebr et s en i n Was hi ngt on had g i v en me so 

much dat a , I  had a good and eas y ent r ee t o Head« xafeanatn 
V 

Read i s t he p i c t u r e of  a s uc c es s f u l  ex ec u t i v e . Sl i m, y o ungi s h 

l o o k i ng , r ap i d t a l k i n g , p i e r c i n g gaze, et c * He i s a l s o damn 

i n t e l l i g e n t . Thu3j  

I * I  t ook a gr eat  deal  of  e f f o r t  t o hel p get  t he 

J apanes e o f f  t he c oas t  i n 1942 and I ' v e s pent  a good deal  of  t i m 

k eep i ng t hem o f f  t he c o as t  i n 43V But  I  t h i nk t he J apanes e JCSK 

wer e good f o r  t he economy of  Ca l i f o r n i a bef o r e t hey wer e r emoved 

and I  t h i nk t hey wi l l  be good f or  t he economj : o f  t he s t at e when 

t hey ocome bac k . I  wi l l  c e r t a i n l y not  oppose t hei r  r et ur n a f t er  

t he war '.' I  wi l l  f i g h t  har d t o k eep t hem away dur i ng t he war , 

not  f o r  any economi c r eas o ns bu t ax s o l e l y bec aus e I  am a f r a i r d o f  

t he c ons equenc es t o bo t h our  mi l i t a r y and nav ai xv i ndus t r i a l  

i n s t a l l a t i o n ex x x and t o t he J apanes e t hems el v es . The J apanes e 

pr oduc ed good pr o duc t s \ aadx at  l ow c o s t . They s uppl i ed r ea l  

c o mpet i t i o n and c ompet i t i on made Amer i c a what  i t  i s t o day . I  

woul d be t he l as t  per s on i n t he wor l d t o want  t o r emove such 

c o mp et i t i t i o n . Amer i c a l i v es on i t . 

 ̂ 27 We have a good o r gan i z at i o n i n Ws h i ngt o n. I f  we 

get  i n t er es t ed i n a pr o bl em, t he Was hi ngt on o f f i c e f i r s t x z i a i  

c a l l s i n our  own Los Angel es r ep r es en t a t i v es , t hen we can expand 

f r om t her e, t o t he Sout her n Ca l i f o r n i a peo p l e , t he whol e Ca l i f o r n i a 

de l egat i o n and , i n t he ext r eme i n c i den t , t o t he de l egat i o ns f or m 

a l l  t he West  Coas t  St at es , We us ua l l y can get  what  we want . we 

do a t e r r i f i c amount  of  wor k beh i nd t he s c enes , f i l t e r  i t  t o 

t he r i gh t  p l ac e and l e t  t he Congr essmen t hemsel ves t ake c r ed i t  f o r  i t  



Read - 2-
fie/a 

We do t he wor k , t hey do t he t al k i ng» We do n ' t  get  t he pub l i c i t y 

and do n ' t  want  i t T I f  we got  t oo much p ub l i c i t y , t he Congr essmen 

woul d have t o keep away . Xx T her e' s no t h i ng ev i l  about  t he r el at i o n-

s h i p . I t ' s bus i nes s l i k e and i t  wor ksV On t he J apanese bus i nes s , 

we got  t he Congr essmen t oget her  not  onl y ±px pr i o r  t o evac uat i on 

i n or der  t o get  t he movement  under way , but  al s o mor e r ec ent l y 
r  M 

t o pr o t es t  any move t o l et  t he J apanes e come back t o t he Co as t . 

3. We hav en ' t  won t he l as t  f i gh t  y e t . The announcement  

i s t oo qua l i f i ed i i vxj r api yxsat yxvx i t s /i mpl y says no cont empl at i on 

at  t he moment  i s bei ng made t o l oosen±x pr es ent  r es t r i c t i o ns ' . 

I t  does n&t  say t he J apanese wi l l  be kept  o f f  t he coas t  f or  t he dur at i  

and t h a t ' s t he announcement  we want  t o hear . I  went  t o Was hi ngt on 

on t he mat t er  my s el f . I  t al k ed t o McOl oy and he i mpr essed me as 

bei ng a xai xv xv x ni c e f e l l o w but  as a damn nai ve one. Read me 

a l et t er  f r om a J apanes e i n t he amxx ar my spout i ng pat r i o t i s m and 

t hen dr ew t he c onc l us i on t hat  a l l  J apanes e XXKX  wer e al s o l o y a l . 

Damn no ns ens e. 

4? You wi l l  f i nd no s ent i ment al i t y and no r ac i a l  b i as 

i n t h i s o f f i c e' . The pr obl em i s t o end t h i s nas t y bus i nes s � I  

have two sons i n i t  mysel f  and I  i nt end t o do ebr y t hi ng i n 

my power  t o c ont r i Vut e t o t he end as soon as p o s s i b l e . J apanese 

evac uat i on i s a"p ar t  of  i t  and t h a t ' s why I 'm f or  i t . A l s o 
w 

t h a t ' s why I  agai ns t  t he âpanese comi ng back whi l e t he war  i s 

bei ng f ought '. 



Read 3 

5. Mr . Read shoed r ae t he sur vey f or ms used by t he 

Chamber  of  Commer ce t hr ough a l l  t he chamber s of  t he t hr ee Wes t er n 

St at es i n an ef f o r t  to det er mi ne t he opi ni on of  t hese cahmber s 

wi t h r espec t  t o t he r et ur n of  t he J apanese dur i ng t he t i me of  

war . He agr eed t o send not  onl y h i s t abul at i ons f r om t hese 

f or ms but  al so t he l et t er s wr i t t en i n r esponse t o t he ques t i onai r e 

6. Mr . Read i ndi c at ed t hat  t he Wash, o f f i c e of  t he 

C. of  C. had gat her ed t he Congr es s i onal  del egat i ons of  t he 

W. Coast  (under  Cos t el l o ) to pr ot es t  t he cont empl at ed move t o 

r et ur n some of  t he J apanese t o t he c o as t . When I  get  t o Wash. 

* must  i nv es t i gat e t h i s . 

NOTE Al exander  MÄi k l ej ohn, i n an i nt er v i ew i n Ber k , 

on J ul y 29 s a i d , t hat  he had t al ked t o McCl oy about  t hi s and 

t hat  i t  was M1gohns ver y def i n i t e i mpr ess i on t hat  t hat  

ac t i v i t i es of  t he Congr es s i onal  del egat i  n and ot her  pr es s ur es 

f r om t he W. Coast  t hat  made t he War  Dept . back down i n i t s 

cont empl at ed appr ovel  of  t he WRA pr ogr am t o al l ow cer t  i n 

c l as s es of  t he J apanese t o r et ur n t o t he c o as t . M' j o hn i s 

an ol d t eacher  of  McCl oys and knows hi m ver y we l l . 





GRODZINS IN WASHINGTON 

REPORT #15 

October 15, 16, 17. 

I t has rai ned si x days i n Washington and Grodzi ns has not been dry onca. 

|  * Examinati on of th® f i l es of J ames Ingebretsen, Los Angel es Chamber of Commerce, 

October 15, 1942. 

I ngebretsen's f i l es were i nformati ve on the fol l owi ng poi nt s: 

1-  The öal i forni a congressmen were addressed on the subj ect of the J apanese on 

J anuary 29,by Char l es Nordhoff , co- author of Mutiny on the Bounty, and Lowel l  Li mpus, 

col umnist of the Times- Heral d. Both men urged evacuat i on. 

2-  The "Costel l o resol ut i on" passed on J anuary 30.  ̂by the assembl ed Paci f i c coast 

House representat i ves was wr i t ten by Ingebretsen after consul tat i on wi th Leonard Reed, 

chai rman of the Los Angel es Chamber of Commerce. Evi dence for thi s i s posi t i ve. I 

have quotati ons from the tel etype messages that were exchanged. The or i gi nal  suggesti on 

for al i en evacuati on and encouragement of Ni sei to evacuate (which were i ncorporated 

i nto the J an/uary 30th resol ut i on) came from Aubrey Harwood, i n l etters of J anuary 15, 

and 20, to Leonard Reed. 

3-  The Los Angel es Chamber of Commerce was one of the very f i r st organi zat i ons 

to become i nterested in J apanese evacuat i on. On December 22, 1941, the agr i cul tural  

committee of the chamber of commerce recommended the internment of al l  J apanese al i ens. 

J apanese Rel  


