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THE HONORABLE CLARENCE F.  LEA PERSONAL 
HOUSE OFFI CE BUI LDI NG ~ ~ 
WASHI NGTON,  D.  C.  é> 

SENDI NG YOU AI RMAI L TODAY COPI ES RESOLUTI ON REPRESENTI NG 

VI EWS LOS ANGELES COUNTY DEFENSE COUNCI L ADOPTED FOLLOWI NG 

B1ANY DI SCUSSI ONS BY COMMI TTEE HAVI NG POWER ACT AT J áEBTI NG  

THI S MORNI NG FOR CONSI DERATI ON BEFORE FI NAL ACTI ON TAKEN BY 

CONGRESSI ONAL DELEGATI ON PACI FI C COAST THURSDAY.  RECOMMENDA-

TI ON STRATEGI C AREAS ENCOMPASSI NG CALI FORNI A,  OREGON,  WASHI NGTON 

AND ALASKA BE EVACUATED BY ALL PERSONS THEY BEI NG ALLOWED 

RETURN OR I N SUBSTANCE REMAI N ONLY UNDER SPECI AL LI CENSE,  ,  

SHOULD BE REVI EWED TO ASCERTAI N I F OBJ ECTI VE CANNOT BE 

ACCOMPLI SHED I N MUCH SI MPLER FORM,  SI NCE SUCH EVACUATI ON 

PROGRAM. WI LL BE MI SUNDERSTOOD BY OUR PEOPLE,  I NVOLVE TREMENDOUS \  

AMOUNT OF WORK,  EXPENSE AND PERSONAL I NCONVENI ENCE Q̂BJ ECTI VE 

OF.  COURSE I S TO ELI MI NATE ALL ELEMENTS OF DANGER TO OUR 

NATI ONAL DEFENSE ON COAST BUT PRI MARI LY TO AVOI D COMI NG I N 

CONFLI CT WI TH CONSTI TUTI ONAL RI GHTS OF MEMBERS OF J APANESE |  

RACE WHO THROUGH BI RTH ARE CI TI ZENS UNI TED STATES o I T I S \\  

EVI DENT THAT REGI STRATI ON OF PEOPLE OF CALI FORNI A WHO WOULD 

BE PERMI TTED TO REMAI N WOULD NOT I N I TSELF DI SCLOSE ANY 

EVI DENCE OF SUBVERSI VE ACTI VI TI ES.  SUCH REGI STRATI ON WOULD 

BE USED BY EXCLUSI ON OF CI TI ZENS ENEL1Y COUNTRI ES AND NATI VE 



BORN J APANESE TO PREVENT SABOTAGE OH I NTERFERENCE WI TH OUR 

WAR PROGRAM,  THERE I S NO QUESTI ON ABOUT LEGALI TY OF I NTERN-

MENT CI TI ZENS OF ENEMY COUNTRI ES.  QUESTI ON I S I F I T BE 

CONSTI TUTI ONAL TO REMOTE FROM CALI FORNI A J APANESE CI TI ZENS 

OUR COUNTRY THROUGH REFUSI NG THEM LI CENSES,  I S I T NOT LI KE-

WI SE CONSTI TUTI ONAL UNDER LI MI TED MARTI AL LAW TO PROHI BI T 

THEI R PRESENCE I N STRATEGI C AREAS ON BASI S OF CONCLUSI ON 

THEY WOULD BE REFUSED LI CENSES TO REMAI N ANYWAY I F PROGRAM 

RECOMMENDED BY MEMBERS OF CONGRESS FROM THE PACI FI C COAST 

WERE ADOPTED? WOULD NOT CONSTI TUTI ONAL QUESTI ON I NVOLVED 

UNDER FOURTEENTH AMENDMENT PARAGRAPH ONE AND HABEAS CORPUS 

PARAGRAPH TWO OF SECTI ON NI NE OF CONSTI TUTI ON AS WELL AS 

PREAMBLE OF CONSTI TUTI ON HAVE SAME BEARI NG I N THE ONE CASE 

AS I N THE OTHER? HOPE WE HAVE FOUND WAY OF MEETI NG SI TUATI ON 

WI THOUT I NVOLVI NG TOTAL EVACUATI ON.  A,i  ADDRESSI NG YOU AS 

UNDERSTOOD FROM PRESS REPORTS YOU ARE CHAI RMAN OF CONGRESSI ONAL 

COMMI TTEE THI S SUBJ ECT� SENDI NG COPI ES THI S MESSAGE AND 

RESOLUTI ON MEMBERS CALI FORNI A DELEGATI ON TONI GHT« THI S 

I NFORMAL AS CHAI RMAN MCDONOUGH OF OUR SPECI AL COMMI TTEE WI LL 

SEND YOU AND OTHERS I NTERESTED COPI ES OFFI CI ALLY,  

PAUL SHOUP,  PRESI DENT 
MERCHANTS & MANUFACTURERS ASSOCI ATI ON 



RESOLUTI ON AUTHORI ZED BY LOS ANGELES COUNTY DEFENSE COUNCI L � 
THROUGH ACTI ON BY SPECI AL COMMI TTEE 

GORDON L . MCDONOUGH, CHAIRMAN
 J A P A N

 ̂ RELO 

February 11,  19̂ 2 ûf y»/ * * 

WHEREAS,  the Execut i ve Commi ttee of  the Los Angel es Ci vi l i an Def ense 

Counci l ,  f ol l owi ng numerous conf erences,  has concl uded that the restri ct i ons i mposed 

upon enemy al i ens and J apanese Ameri can born ci t i zens i n A and B rest r i cted zones,  as 

present l y establ i shed,  are not adequate f or the vi gorous prosecut i on of  the war or 

the defense of  our coast l i ne agai nst i nvasi on or the protect i on of  the ci vi l i an 

popul at i on;  and 

WHEREAS,  the Paci f i c Coast of  the Uni ted States i s at the f ront i er of  

act i ve war and beoause of  natural  resources,  f ood products,  and manuf actur i ng 

products,  i ts protect i on f rom di sl oyal ty i s of  vi tal  i mportance.  Ci t i zens of  enemy 

powers i n Cal i f orni a al one number 

I tal i an 100, 910 
German 71, 727 
J apanese 33*569 

Our water ,  power ,  t ransportat i on,  heat i ng and l i ght ,  communi cat i on f aci l i t i es are 

vul nerabl e.  Our shore l i nes are sparsel y i nhabi ted wi th many easy l andi ng pl aces.  

The hazards ar i si ng f rom these condi t i ons must be guarded agai nst to the 

utmost .  The quest i on of  i ndi vi dual  l oyal ty i s not rai sed,  but as our young men must 

face the f i re of  the enemy i t  i s not too much to requi re that war burdens be borne 

as necessary by those remai ni ng at home.  The ri gors of  war shoul d not be i mposed 

unnecessari l y upon women,  chi l dren,  or aged men,  regardl ess of  nat i vi ty or ci t i zen-

shi p -  but al l  must do thei r part act i vel y as wel l  as negat i vel y i n support of  the 

war .  

WHEREAS,  because JS2T the t reacherous at tack on Pear l  Harbor and the evi dent 

Fi f th Col umn act i vi t i es whi ch were at work to accompl i sh the enemy' s obj ect may be 

dupl i cated i n Los Angel es County or on the Paci f i c Coast i f  i mmedi ate act i on i s not 

taken;  and 

WHEREAS,  approxi matel y kcrfo of  the J apanese popul at i on of  Cal i f orni a resi de 

i n Los Angel es County --  speci f i cal l y,  accordi ng to the l atest f i gures,  the 19̂ 0 

census --  36,866, of  whom 13, 391 are al i en J apanese,  23, 7̂5 are J apanese Ameri can 

born ci t i zens;  and 

WHEREAS,  i mmedi ate act i on i s requi red i n order that i nterf erence wi th the 

product i on of  "must crops" desi gnated by the Department of  Agri cul ture shal l  be re-

duced to a mi ni mum,  because at thi s t i me J apanese f armers are i n a state of  i nact i on 

resul t i ng f rom uncertai nty as to thei r f uture,  and whether such spri ng "must crops" � 

are to be produced by them or by Ameri can f armers as thei r successors,  shoul d be 

determi ned now;  and 

WHEREAS,  the added restr i ct i ons recommended by thi s Commi ttee are f or the 

protect i on of  the ci vi l i an popul at i on of  Los Angel es County,  war i ndust r i es,  publ i c 
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ut i l i t i es,  f orest resources,  mi l i tary i nstal l at i ons,  et c.  as wel l  as the protect i on 

f rom i ntol erant acts and acts of  vi ol ence whi ch mi ght be di rected agai nst persons 

of  the J apanese race;  
'  AT

 Ke

'
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THEREFORE,  BE I T RESOLVED THAT:
 ar y 

(1) We urgent l y recommend that the Array and the Navy be i mmedi atel y em-

powered to determi ne who shal l  enter and who shal l  remai n i n any war i ndustry pl ant ,  

any property of  government ownershi p or operat i on,  any approaches created f or the 

purpose of  i nterchangi ng commerce between l and and waters,  publ i c l and areas,  i ncl ud-

i ng agri cul tural  domai n and nat i onal  parks,  nat i onal  and pri vate f orests,  al l  i nstal l -

at i ons such as reservoi rs,  aqueduct l i nes,  pi pe l i nes,  and other publ i c ut i l i t i es,  

and the product i on,  storage,  manuf acture,  and t ransportat i on by pi pe l i ne of  the oi l  

i ndustry;  al l  necessary guards to enf orce thi s control  shoul d be provi ded at the 

expense of  the nat i onal  government or i n cooperat i on wi th the State and i ts pol i t i -

cal  subdi vi si ons,  or pri vate owners of  i ndust ry.  As an i ni t i al  measure the Army and 

the Navy shal l  be requested to prohi bi t  the presence of  al l  ci t i zens of  enemy powers 

f rom the pl aces desi gnated;  i n addi t i on to prohi bi t the presence of  al l  J apanese 

al i ens and J apanese- Ameri can ci t i zens because of  the proxi mi ty of  Cal i f orni a to the 

J apanese f i ght i ng zone.  

(2) Al l  mal e ci t i zens of  enemy countri es to be pl aced under government 

control  i mmedi atel y,  they subsequent l y to be l ocated on worki ng i nternment areas,  

where i n agri cul tural  and such other i ndustri es as the government may di rect ,  they 

may be sel f - support i ng under comf ortabl e l i vi ng condi ti ons. -  They shal l  be at l i berty 

to i nvi te al l  dependent members of  thei r f ami l i es to j oi n them and the l at ter shal l  

thereupon be consi dered as bei ng i nterned.  mal e 

(3) Al l  nat i ve borr ĉi t i zens of  J apanese descent not sel ected f or Army 

servi ce,  shal l  l i kewi se,  wi th thei r dependents,  be i nvi ted to take resi dence and 
yr-~ • -

occupat i on. i n such i nternment areas and shal l  thereaf ter be consi dered as bei ng 

i nterned f or the per i od of  the war .  

(4) Al ternate to the f oregoi ng provi si ons,  ci t i zens of  enemy countri es 

and J apanese- Ameri can ci t i zens wi th dependent members of  thei r f ami l i es,  may remove 

to any sect i on of  the Uni ted States east of  the si x most western states and Al aska,  

where no obj ect i on i s of f ered by such state,  and i f  necessary the expense of  such 

removal  wi l l  be borne by the Nat i onal  government .  ( ' Acceptance of  thi s al ternate pro-

vi si on shal l  be subj ect to the condi t i on that return to the excl uded area duri ng the 

per i od of  the war wi l l  make the vi ol ator subj ect to f i ne and i mpri sonment and 

i nternment duri ng the war per i ody 

(5) 

Al l  ci t i zens of  enemy countri es and al l  members of  the J apanese race 

who shal l  remai n i n the si x western states and Al aska,  wi l l  be subj ect to "curfew" 

regul at i ons i mposed by the government ,  such as remai ni ng at al l  t i mes wi thi n f i ve 

mi l es of  home;  to be at home every ni ght f rom 9: 00 P. M.  to 6: 00 A. M. ;  cease support 



or at tendance upon school s usi ng l anguages of  enemy countri es;  cease support or use 

of  any pr i nted matter i n l anguages of  such countri es;  shal l  not gather i n groups 

greater than twenty- f i ve wi thout government authori zat i on;  shal l  surrender f or safe-

keepi ng al l  radi os,  weapons of  every ki nd and ammuni t i on theref or;  use tel ephones 

and automot i ve equi pment onl y wi thi n areas and l i mi tat i ons prescr i bed by government .  

They shal l  be f ree f rom i nternment onl y i f  they -

(a) Take the oath of  l oyal ty to the Uni ted States;  

(b) Prove they have empl oyment or i ncome whi ch wi l l  make them sel f -
support i ng;  

(c) Produce cert i f i cate f rom thei r empl oyers as to thei r good character 
or f rom wel l - known ci t i zens,  i f  not empl oyed;  

al l  such evi dence to be sat i sf actory to the nat i onal  government .  These provi si ons 

shal l  control  i rrespect i ve of  age or sex.  

(6) As f ar as may be f ound pract i cal ,  the above provi si ons wi l l  be 

enf orced wi th due regard f or necessi ty and equi ty i nvol ved i n crops now bei ng grown 

by the cl asses concerned.  Wherever pract i cabl e,  i n the j udgment of  the Army and Navy,  

i f  such crops can be grown and harvested by those now i n cont rol ,  under the equi va-

l ent of  i nternment provi si ons as prescr i bed by the government ,  such provi si ons may 

be made.  

(7) Wherever i t  i s necessary to i nvoke restr i cted mart i al  l aw to assure 

protect i on i n the Paci f i c Coast area,  as ci rcumstances make necessary,  i t  shal l  be 

i mmedi atel y undertaken and al l  peopl e be evacuated f rom such area except as they 

are gi ven l i cense to remai n.  

(8) Al l  expenses i nvol ved under the f oregoi ng,  i ncl udi ng l osses f or whi ch 

i n equi ty rei mbursement shoul d be made,  shal l  be borne by the nat i onal  government 

as an i nci dent to nat i onal  war .  

We recommend the f oregoi ng wi th especi al  ref erence to Los Angel es County,  

whi ch we represent and f or such general  appl i cat i on on the Paci f i c Coast as the 

other sect i ons i nvol ved i n thei r j udgment may deem wi se.  



MERCHANTS & MANUFACTURERS ASSOCI ATI ON 

DAY LETTER FEBRUARY 13,  1942 

THE HONORABLE HI RAM W.  J OHNSON 
SFNATE OFFI CE BUI LDI NG 

WASHI NGTON,  D. C.  

CONCERNI NG REMOVAL CI TI ZENS ENEMY COUNTRI ES AND J APANESE EORN 

AMERI CANS,  SENDI NG YOU AI RMAI L COPY ANALYSI S RESOLUTI ON 

ALREADY SENT YOU LOS ANGELES COUNTY DEFENSE COUNCI L,  I N BRI EF 

AS FOLLOWS:  

(1) NOT NECESSARY DECLARE MARTI AL LAV;  AND TECHNI CALLY 

EVACUATE ALL PLOPLE FROM CALI FORNI A OR LESSER AREAS THEREI N,  

BUT TO EXTENT MARTI AL LAW NECESSARY I F AT ALL DANGEROUS 

CLASSES CAN BE REMOVED BY NAMI NG THEM AS SUCH,  SAVI NG OTHER 

RESI DENTS AND TRAVELERS I NCONVENI ENCE.  

(2) PLAN OUTLI NED OUR RESOLUTI ON WOULD RESULT I N MARTI AL 

LAW BEI NG NECESSARY I N ONLY VERY SMALL AREAS I F ANY.  

(3) GOVERNMENT HAS POWER AND SHOULD I MMEDI ATELY PROHI BI T 

PRESENCE OF DANGEROUS CLASSES I N ALL AREAS UNDER FEDERAL 

CONTROL,  I NCLUDI NG FORESTS,  PARKS,  WATERFRONTS,  I NDUSTRI ES 

MANUFACTURI NG WAR NEEDS,  THI S PROHI BI TI ON WOULD COVER MORE 

THAN TV/O FI FTHS OF STATE' S AREA« 

(4) ABSURD MOVE THESE DANGEROUS CLASSES OUT OF LARGE CRI TI CAL 

AREAS ACROSS PAPER BOUNDARI ES WI THOUT FUTURE CONTROL OR MFANS OF 

SUPPORT.  SABOTAGE MI GHT BE I NCI TED AND RETURN FOR THAT PURPOSE 

EASY.  THEREFORE NECESSARY CONTROL THESE PEOPLE UNDER I NTERNMENT 



RULES WHERE THEY CAW WORK PREFERABLY I N AGRI CULTURE. LOCATI ON 

HOT SO I MPORTANT AS ABSOLUTE CONTROL AND PRODUCTI VE WORK. 

( 5) ABOUT FORTY PERCENT ADULT J APANESE ARE AMERI CAN CI TI ZENS 

BY BI RTH. I F THESE DECLI NE VOLUNTARI LY ACCEPT I NTERNMENT AND 

WORK OFFERED, THEY V. ' OULD THFN I MMEDI ATELY BECOME SUBJ ECT 

REGULATI ONS UNDER SECTI ON FI VE OUR RESOLUTI ON, STRI CT LI MI TATI ON 

ON ACTI ON, CURFEW PROVI SI ONS, CHARACTER CERTI FI CATES,  AND 

CONTI NUANCE OF EMPLOYMENT, WHI CH FROM BRI EF I NTERVI EWS WE ARE 

CONVI NCED WOULD RESULT I N NEARLY ALL MOVI NG VOLUNTARI LY TO 

WORKI NG I NTERNMENT AREAS PROVI DED BY GOVERNMENT. I N THE FEW 

LOCALI TI ES WHERE MI GHT BE ANY REAL DI FFI CULTY, MARTI AL LAW 

CAN THEN BE I MPOSED. 

( 6) PUBLI C FEELI NG HERE VERY STRONG, WI SHES HAVE ALI ENS 

ESPECI ALLY J APANESE I NCLUDI NG AMERI CAN BORN J APANESE ENTI RELY 

OUT THI S TERRI TORY SO RESOLUTI ON PROVI DES ALTERNATELY FOR THEI R 

REMOVAL TO POI NTS EAST OF SI X WESTERN STATES AND ALASKA, PROVI DED 

SUCH STATES WI LLI NG HAVE THFM, EI THER UNDER GOVERNMENT CONTROL 

OR WI TH COMPLETE FREEDOM, BUT WI TH PROVI SI ON THEY MUST NOT RFTURN 

TO WEST DURI NG WAR PERI OD. 

( 7) WE DO NOT RECOMMEND RI GORS OF WAR BE I MPOSED UNNECESSARI LY 

ON AGED, I NFI RM, WOMEN OR CHI LDREN, THEREFORE OUR RESOLUTI ON NOT 

DI RECTED AGAI NST THEM. BUT FOR MOST PART WE BELI EVE FAMI LI ES 

WOULD WI SH REMAI N TOGETHER THEREFORE WOULD FOLLOW MALE MEMBERS 

OF FAMI LI ES I NTI RNED. 

WHOLE PURPOSE OUR RESOLUTI ON I S FI RST, TO SECURE SAFETY BY 

USI NG EXI STI NG POWERS OF GOVERNMENT WI THOUT MARTI AL LAW; SECOND, 



FOLLOW THROUGH BY CONTROLLI NG AND CARI NG FOR CLASSES EVACUATED 

WHOSE PRESENCE I MPLI ES DANGER; THI RD, PROTECT GROWI NG CROPS 

AS NATI ONAL NECESSI TY BY SAFEGUARDI NG ACTI ON; FOURTH, THROUGH 

THESE STEPS REDUCE APPLI CATI ON MARTI AL LAW TO MI NI MUM. 

SENDI NG YOU FOREGOI NG AS MEMBER COUNTY COMMI TTEE OF WHI CH 

SUPERVI SOR GORDON L . MCDONOUGH I S CHAI RMAN� AS YOU KNOW 

SHERI FF EUGENE BI SCAI LUZ I S CHAI RMAN COUNTY DEFENSE COUNCI L. 

PAUL SHOUP 



crofr , ,°n p. 

MERCHANTS & MANUFACTURERS ASSN.
 L

'
br

*<y *** 

DAY LETTER FEBRUARY 13,  1942 

THE HONORABLE HI RAM Wo J OHNSON 
SENATE OFFI CE BUI LDI NG 

WASHI NGTON,  DoC� 

REFERRI NG PREVI OUS MESSAGE TODAY SENT YOU AS CHAI RMAN PUBLI C 

I NFORMATI ON COMMI TTEE ON BEHALF LOS ANGLLES COUNTY DEFENSE 

COUNCI L SUGGESTI ON HAS BEEN MADE AND SI LL BE CONSI DERED BY 

COUNCI L OF SUPPLEMENTI NG AND AMENDI NG RESOLUTI ON BY HAVI NG 

GOVERNMENT I MMEDI ATELY CALL I NTO MI LI TARY SERVI CE ALL 

AMERI CAN CI TI ZENS WHO ARE OF.  J APANESE RACE,  PLACI NG THEM 

UNDER MI LI TARY CONTROL AND USI NG THEM I N SAME WORKI NG 

I NTERNMENT AGRI CULTURAL AREAS WHERE J APANESE ALI ENS ARE 

PLACED.  THI S WOULD APPLY ONLY TO MALE CI TI ZENS OF ADULT AGE 

BUT WOULD BE SUFFI CI ENT TAKE CARE ANY MENACE THUS AVOI DI NG '  

MARTI AL LAW.  HAVE I N MI ND FRENCH USED THI S ACTI ON FEW YEARS 

AGO THOUGH FOR ENTI RELY DI FFERENT PURPOSE.  MAY NOT BE 

USEFUL I N THI S SI TUATI ON BUT LOOKS PROMI SI NG,  

PAUL SHOUP 
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MERCHANTS A N D M A N U F A C T U R E R S A S S O C I A T I O N 

F o r B e t t e r E m p l o y m e n t R e l o t i o n s 

S E C O N D F L O O R • 7 2 5 S O U T H S P R I N G S T R E E T 

L O S A N G E L E S 

February 13,  19̂ 2 

The quest i on of  the removal  of  al i ens who are ci t i zens of  enemy countri es and 
i n addi t i on of  J apanese who "by bi rth are Ameri can ci t i zens,  has resul ted i n 
presentat i on of  many pl ans.  Wi th respect to the J apanese of  Ameri can bi r th,  
quest i ons ari se as to const i tut i onal  ri ghts of  ci t i zens.  I t  i s stated by 
our counsel  that under mart i al  l aw these const i tut i onal  r i ghts,  i ncl udi ng 
wri t  of  habeas corpus under Sect i on 9,  Art i cl e I ,  and other ri ghts named 
under Art i cl e XI V of  the Const i tut i on,  can be suspended under present con-
di t i ons,  si nce Ameri can terri tori es al ong many shores i n the Paci f i c have 
been i nvaded.  

The resol ut i on encl osed adopted February 11th,  by the Los Angel es County 
Ci vi l i an Defense Counci l ,  through i ts commi ttee -  Gordon L.  McDonough,  Chai r-
man -  whi ch was gi ven necessary power -  deal s wi th the pract i cal  probl ems 
presented to the commi ttee and i s of  some l ength accordi ngl y.  

Wi th the counsel  of  Di stri ct Attorney Dockwei l er and Deputy Di stri ct Attorney 
Shoemaker,  members of  the commi ttee revi ewed careful l y a pl an f or compl ete 
evacuat i on -  techni cal l y -  f rom strategi c areas,  l i censi ng those who mi ght 
be permi t ted to remai n or subsequentl y enter such areas,  but i n the course of  
that exami nat i on certai n probl ems arose,  as f ol l ows:  

(a) I nterference wi th work of  resi dents,  traf f i c through such areas,  
advi ce i n t i me to st rangers,  possi bl e i nterrupt i ons to defense i ndustry,  
cost and annoyance to the i ndi vi dual s i nvol ved,  expense to the govern-
ment i n cont i nual  enforcement of  the order necessary.  

(b) I mpract i cabi l i ty of  protect i ng the paper boundari es of  such 
strategi c areas,  where at al l  extensi ve,  as agai nst the return of  
anyone bent on sabotage or espi onage.  

(c) Attempt i ng protect i on by such arbi trary boundari es and at the 
same t i me al l owi ng the banned cl asses to be at ent i re f reedom i mmedi ate-
l y outsi de thereof ,  wi thout maki ng any provi si ons ei ther f or thei r control  
or subsi stence.  

(d) No provi si on to take care of  crops whi ch the Department of  Agri cul -
ture had decl ared to be "must" crops,  under J apanese operat i on.  



The meet i ng af ter two hours di scussi on adj ourned unt i l  Tuesday,  10: 00 A. M. ,  
when the resol ut i on encl osed was unani mousl y adopted.  I t  was f ormul ated as 
sol ut i ons were suggested f or the speci f i c probl ems put i n the f orm of  ques-
t i ons.  They are as f ol l ows:  

(1) Woul d i t  be necessary to decl are mart i al  l aw and techni cal l y evacuate 
al l  peopl e,  as f rom the cr i t i cal  area to whi ch mart i al  l aw was appl i ed,  
l i censi ng those who were permi t ted to remai n i n the area or re- enter that 
area,  i n order to keep out Ameri can ci t i zens of  J apanese descent? 

Concl usi on was that i f  through mart i al  l aw we had the Const i tut i onal  power to 
keep out these J apanese through evacuat i on of  the ent i re popul at i on and l i cens-
i ng those returni ng,  then the government l i kewi se woul d have the power through 
mart i al  l aw to remove these J apanese and any others that i t  mi ght wi sh to 
remove -  si nce the end at tai ned woul d be exact l y the same wi thout di sturbi ng 
others.  (Of  course,  there i s no quest i on about the Const i tut i onal  power of  
the government to i ntern al l  al i ens who are ci t i zens of  enemy countr i es. )  

(2) Even i f  mart i al  l aw i s the f i nal  answer ,  shoul d we not take al l  steps 
that coul d be taken ef f ect i vel y and prompt l y,  to avoi d the extensi on of  mart i al  
l aw over the ent i re state? --  even under our suggest i on that the onl y peopl e 
to be removed thereunder woul d be enemy al i ens and Ameri can- born J apanese? 

The answer i s that i t  woul d be bet ter ,  thus avoi di ng unnecessary i nterf erence 
wi th l ocal  governments and l ocal  courts -  thei r powers bei ng superseded by 
those of  the f ederal  government and i ts agenci es;  and f ur ther ,  that the 
expense i nvol ved i n maki ng ef f ect i ve the program of  evacuat i on through state-
wi de mart i al  l aw woul d be unnecessari l y great .  Theref ore,  our commi ttee pro-
vi ded f or the vari ous steps whi ch i n our j udgment woul d l i mi t the appl i cat i on 
of  mart i al  l aw,  as a l ast resort ,  to very smal l  areas.  Further we concl uded 
that i n connect i on wi th crop product i on now under way the creat i on of  worki ng 
i nternment areas where these cl asses coul d be put to wr>rk maki ng them sel f -
support i ng and f urni shi ng f ood f or the country woul d be of  real  ai d.  

Li mi tat i on on unnecessary hardshi ps,  such as the movement of  the aged,  the 
i nf i rm,  women and chi l dren,  except where they went as part of  f ami l y uni t s,  
woul d f ol l ow the pl an we presented.  

We have reason to bel i eve such a pl an as thi s woul d be more apt to meet wi th 
the approval  of  the nat i onal  government than the whol esal e evacuat i on of  these 
cl asses under di scussi on,  wi thout provi si on f or thei r f uture.  

(3) What woul d be the f i rst step i n thi s pl an and why woul d i t  be taken? 

The f i rst step i s descr i bed i n Sect i on ( l ) .  Our commi ttee f eel s there wi l l  be 
no di f f i cul ty under the l aw i n enf orci ng thi s prohi bi t i on.  I t  i s al ready 
i nstal l ed as f ar as defense i ndust ry,  waters,  docks,  and the l i ke,  are concerned,  
where passes are requi red at the present t i me.  I n the very l arge areas of  
f orest and parks,  ( two- f i f ths of  state' s area i s under f ederal  cont rol ) ,  record 
i s requi red of  peopl e enter i ng,  f ees col l ected,  campi ng si tes desi gnated,  
pol i ci ng provi ded,  and many other rul es and regul at i ons;  so,  i t  i s not bel i eved 
that there woul d be any t roubl e l egal l y i n enf orcement there.  

Thi s step number one does not i nvol ve taki ng anybody away f ram hi s home but i t  
does cover very "l argel y the areas most i n danger.  



What shoul d be done wi th the ci t i zens of  enemy countr i es taken f rom 
home s ? 

Sect i on (2) of  the encl osure i s our answer.  They shoul d be pl aced under govern-
ment control  -  that i s,  i n a pract i cal  way be subj ect to i nternment rul es and 
regul at i ons.  To desi gnate certai n strategi c areas f rom whi ch to excl ude them,  
taki ng them f rom thei r homes,  and then l et t i ng them roam at wi l l  outsi de,  
woul d not sol ve the probl em.  Wi th respect to l arge strategi c areas the 
boundari es woul d be paper boundari es onl y;  coul d not be sat i sf actori l y pat rol l ed;  
and any al i en shut out bent on sabotage or espi onage coul d return and engage i n 
hi s work perhaps even more f reel y than i f  he were at home and had to account 
f or hi s whereabouts.  Theref ore,  i f  he i s to be taken out of  an area on the 
ground that he i s under suspi ci on,  he must be l ooked af ter i n hi s new l ocat i on.  
Hence the provi si on f or worki ng i nternment areas.  To take an al i en f rom home,  
take hi s j ob away f rom hi m,  and then turn hi m l oose f i f teen,  or even f i f t y,  
mi l es away,  certai nl y wi l l  resul t i n i t  bei ng i mpossi bl e f or hi m to get work 
pr i vatel y and perhaps make the wol f  out of  hi m that he woul d not otherwi se be.  
Hence our concl usi on very def i ni tel y that i f  di spossessed f rom thei r homes and 
thei r j obs these al i ens must i mmedi atel y be cont rol l ed,  gi ven subsi stence and 
work.  I n some i nstances,  meet i ng the desi re of  the Department of  Agri cul ture 
to keep crops growi ng,  these i nternment areas mi ght be where the men are now 
empl oyed.  

(5) But ,  how under our Const i tut i onal  provi si ons are we goi ng to get the 
nat i ve- born J apanese to l eave thei r homes and work and subj ect themsel ves 
to i nternment under government rul es? 

The answer i s that they const i tute about f orty percent of  the adul t.  J apanese 
popul at i on;  are very much bewi l dered and di st ressed at thi s t i me;  thei r i ncl i na-
t i on wi l l  be to f ol l ow thei r el derl y parents (al i ens) i f  st i l l  al i ve;  that i f  
they do not accept vol untari l y the i nvi tat i on to put themsel ves under compl ete 
government cont rol  through i nternment ,  whatever f orm i t  may t ake,  they wi l l  
then be subj ect to regul at i ons provi ded i n Sect i on (5)* I f  the empl oyers do 
nox accept f ul l  responsi bi l i ty f or thei r act i ons,  they wi l l  be di scharged and 
wi l l  have nowhere to go except to the government and i ts i nternment areas.  
Wi thout vi si bl e means of  support they are subj ect to publ i c cont rol .  Wi th 
respect to those who do not depend upon j obs f or a l i vi ng,  t hey,  f or the most 
par t ,  may have thei r bank accounts bl ocked;  they too wi l l  have t o have cert i f i -
cates of  good character;  wi l l  l i kel y submi t themsel ves to government di rect i on.  

I f  i n any area there i s such f ai l ure to compl y on behal f  of  the J apanese 
Ameri can born ci t i zens as to const i tute a menace,  that sect i on,  no mat ter how 
smal l ,  can be put under mart i al  l aw and these removed.  That i s certai nl y much 
bet ter than put t i ng the whol e state under mart i al  l aw and havi ng seven mi l l i on 
peopl e regi ster .  

(6) Why not send them east out of  what i s now a war zone on the Paci f i c Coast 
and where the greatest nat i onal  danger l i es? 

Answer i s i n Sect i on (¿0 wi th the provi si ons that the government wi l l  pay one 
way f ares,  they wi l l  stay out of  the war zono duri ng the per i od of  the war ,  and 
the eastern states where they are to go wi l l  not obj ect to recei vi ng them -
i ndeed,  i nternment camps may be i n those agri cul tural  sect i ons.  Thi s i s i n the 
al ternat i ve,  but i n one i nstance as i l l ust rat i on,  a Kansas f armer i s wi l l i ng 
to take three or f our J apanese of  good character and put them to work.  Further 



thi s al ternate pl an wi l l  have the val ue of  havi ng peopl e east of  the Rocki es 
share thi s war probl em rather than j ust tel l  us what to do,  i f  they are 
i nterested.  

(7) How about the aged peopl e,  the i nf i rm,  the women and chi l dren; al i ens and 
J apanese Ameri can born? 

For the most part they wi l l  f ol l ow the younger men and the heads of  f ami l i es 
who are subj ected to evacuat i on and i nternment;  but i f  they do not choose to do 
so,  there i s no i mmedi ate reason why they shoul d not remai n where they are 
under the cert i f i cates wi th respect to character and empl oyment f or adul ts 
provi ded i n Sect i on (5) .  There appears no reason f or i mposi ng any greater 
hardshi ps upon them than the "i nconveni ences" out l i ned i n Sect i on (5) at thi s 
t i me;  pl us the hardshi ps i nci dent to them through the abl e- bodi ed mal e members 
of  thei r f ami l i es bei ng i nterned -  or enrol l ed i n our own Army,  where they are 
Ameri can subj ects.  

These act i vi t i es mean much expense.  They al l  rel ate to successf ul  prosecut i on 
of  the war .  They are theref ore part of  the nat i onal  f i nanci al  obl i gat i on;  

The resol ut i on was f ormul ated to br i ng to l i ght the probl ems i nvol ved and then 
"by suggest i ons to promote di scussi ons whi ch woul d resul t i n pract i cal  sol ut i ons 
gi vi ng us our obj ect i ves.  

Yours t rul y 

PS: MG 
Encl osure 

PAUL SHOUP 
Presi dent 
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P.  D. Mul l i gan 
Vi ce-President 

TEXTI LE 5S0RKERS UNI ON,  LOCAL NO.  128 

Af f i l i ated wi th Texti l e . torkers Uni on of  Ameri ca 

Port l and,  Oregon 

Ray W« Brown, Bus. Mgr. 
8933 N. Jersey St. 
tJNiversity lii2l* 

Resol ut i on passed by the Exucl t l ve Board nest i ng of  

Text i l e Workers,  Local  128,  on February 1?,  19  ̂

Khereas:  The cowardl y attact of  the J apanese upon Pearl  Harbor 
was assi sted by 5th col umn acti vi t i es of  eneny ¡ ¿ 1 ,  

Wh e r 8 M l

 S i �
 C

r
0aat a r e

 t boownd.  of  eneoy al xens most l y J apanese,  who have proved by r ai £ of  
the F.B. I .  to be i n possessi on of  cxmtraband equi pment .  

Now therefore be Uresol ved,  that,  al l  ens* al i ens,  
and al l  al iens carryi ng,  dual  ci ti zenship 7j a, an 
be taken fron the Paci fi c coast defense area 

Recording Secretary 
C. H. Treber 

ss/  Clarence H. Treber 
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D I R E C T O R S 

G E O R G E B R O W N H A M M O N D 

H A R R Y J . F I N K E N S T E I N 

C . K . W A K E F I E L D 

FRESNO, CAL I FORNI A 

Mar ch 14,  1942 

Fr ankl i n D.  Roosevel t 
Pr esi dent of  the Uni t ed St at es 
Washi ngt on,  D.  C.  

Si r :  

The f ol l owi ng r esol ut i on was unani mousl y adopt ed 
by t he member s of  t he Fr esno Real t y Boar d at i t s r egul ar 
meet i ng Thur sday,  Mar ch 12t h 1942 and you are her eby 
r espect f ul l y advi sed t her eof .  

RESOLVED,  t hat t he FRESNO REALTY BOARD does 
her eby r ecommend to t he Uni t ed St at es Gover nment 
and i t s dul y desi gnat ed aut hor i t i es,  t hat al l  
al i ens of  enemy count r i es,  and al l  J apanese,  

j  whétï ï ÉTr ci t i zens or al i ens,  be i mmedi at el y t aken 
i nt o t he pr ot ect i ve cust ody of  the Uni t ed St at es 
and al l  of  the pr oper t y of  such per sons be 
i mmedi at el y pl aced under t he pr ot ect i ve cust ody 
of  t he Uni t ed St at es Gover nment f or t he dur at i on 

;  of  t he war ;  and t hat Fr esno Count y be i mmedi at el y 
j r e- cl assi f i ed i n t he Pr ohi bi t ed Ar ea i nst ead of  
t he Rest r i ct ed Ar ea.  

AND I T I S FURTHER RESOLVED,  t hat a copy of  t hi s 
r esol ut i on be f or war ded wi t hout del ay t o the 
Senat or s and Congr essmen of  Cal i f or ni a,  and t o 
the Pr esi dent of  the Uni t ed St at es.  

?/e have t he honor t o r emai n,  si r ,  

FRESNO J i EALTY BOARD 

* ^ - r j R : ^ 

- RRED 
- Ov/ LEDOMENT 
' SI -DERATION 

By SPEED B.  LEAS :>V Sect y.  Pro t em.  

SBL: i c 



J * PANESE SI TUATI ON 
ASSOCI ATI ONS 

* 

Ret ai l  Cl er ks Local  No.  1364  ̂
Reddi ng,  Cal i f .  

Lumber and Sawmi l l  Wor ker s,  L. U.  2715 
Medf or d,  Oxe.  

Car pent er s'  Local  Uni on No.  1599 
Reddi ng,  Cal i f .  

Cont i nent al  Lodge No.  280 TJ . A. W. - C. 1. 0.  
Det r oi t ,  Mi ch.  

L
m
\

:
r ,

v 8T )
d Sawmi l l  Wor ker s Local  Uni  en 2828 � 

Dor r i s ,  ' .Cai  i f -  r.1 f .  

Uni t ed Rubber Wor ker s of  Amer i ca Local  Uni on No.  131 
Los Angel es,  Cal i f .  

Bu i l di ng Cont r act or s Associ at i on 
Los A ngel es,  Cal i f .  

Los Angel es Count y Dent al  Associ at i  ® 
Lo s Ang el es,  Cal i f  -

Sout her n Cal i f or ni a Ret ai l  Har dwar e Associ ât on 
Los Angel es,  Cal i f .  

Uni t ed Br ot her hood of  Car pent er s and J oi ner s.  
El  Mont e,  Cal i f .  
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MERCHANTS A N D M A N U F A C T U R E R S A S S O C I A T I O N 

F o r B e t t e r E m p / o y m e n t R e l a t i o n s 

S E C O N D F L O O R • 7 2 5 S O U T H S P R I N G S T R E E T 

I  L O S A N G E L E S 

February 13,  19̂ 2 

The quest i on of  the removal  of  al i ens who are ci t i zens of  enemy countri es and 
i n addi t i on of  J apanese who by bi rth are Ameri can ci t i zens,  has resul ted i n 
presentat i on of  many pl ans.  Wi th respect to the J apanese of  Ameri can bi r th,  
quest i ons ari se as to' const i tut i onal  ri ghts of  ci t i zens.  I t  i s stated by 
our counsel  that under mart i al  l aw these const i tut i onal  r i ghts,  i ncl udi ng 
wri t  of  habeas corpus under Sect i on 9, Art i cl e I ,  and other ri ghts named 
under Art i cl e XI V of  the Const i tut i on,  can be suspended under present con-
di t i ons,  si nce Ameri can terri tori es al ong many shores i n the Paci f i c have 
been i nvaded.  

The resol ut i on encl osed adopted February 11th,  by the Los Angel es County 
Ci vi l i an Defense Counci l ,  through i ts commi ttee -  Gordon L.  McDonough,  Chai r-
man - whi ch was gi ven necessary power -  deal s wi th the pract i cal  probl ems 
presented to the commi ttee and i s of  some l ength accordi ngl y.  

Wi th the counsel  of  Di stri ct Attorney Dockwei l er and Deputy Di stri ct Attorney 
Shoemaker,  members of  the commi ttee revi ewed careful l y a pl an for compl ete 
evacuat i on -  techni cal l y -  f rom strategi c areas,  l i censi ng those who mi ght 
be permi t ted to remai n or subsequentl y enter such areas,  but i n the course of  
that exami nat i on certai n probl ems arose,  as f ol l ows:  

(a) I nterference wi th work of  resi dents,  traf f i c through such areas,  
advi ce i n t i me to strangers,  possi bl e i nterrupt i ons to defense i ndustry,  
cost and annoyance to the i ndi vi dual s i nvol ved,  expense to the govern-
ment i n cont i nual  enforcement of  the order necessary.  

(b) I mpract i cabi l i ty of  protect i ng the paper boundari es of  such 
strategi c areas,  where at al l  extensi ve,  as agai nst the return of  
anyone bent on sabotage or espi onage.  

(c) Attempt i ng protect i on by such arbi trary boundari es and at the 
same t i me al l owi ng the banned cl asses to be at enti re f reedom i mmedi ate-
l y outsi de thereof ,  wi thout maki ng any provi si ons ei ther f or thei r control  
or subsi stence.  

(d) No provi si on to take care of  crops whi ch the Department of  Agri cul -
ture had decl ared to be "must" crops,  under J apanese operat i on.  

i S 
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cont rol ,  l ooki ng to thei r f i nal  l ocat i on i n worki ng i nternment areas,  or 
(al ternatel y) removal  f rom the Paci f i c Coast .  Thi s acceptance i s of  course 
i nvol untary on those who are not ci t i zens.  I t  i s bel i eved that vol untary 
acceptance on the part of  J apanese- Ameri can ci t i zens wi l l  be secured sat i s-
f actori l y by the provi si ons under Sect i on (5). Our i nvest i gat i on shows 
that the chi ef  desi re of  thi s l atter cl ass i s to know where they are to go 
and what they are to do,  and they wi l l i ngl y accept such i nvi tat i on -  but 
i f  they do not ,  they have to take the oath of  l oyal ty to the Uni ted States 
and under paragraphs (b) and (c) of  Sect i on (5) be assured of  empl oyment 
and have charactor endorsement .  I t  i s l i kel y that wherever any doubt exi sts 
whatsoever they wi l l  be unabl e to compl y wi th paragraphs (b) and (c) .  I f  
they have no vi si bl e means of  support they then become subj ect ,  as publ i c 
charges,  to such act i on as the government requi res.  We bel i eve that thi s 
wi l l  be i mmedi atel y product i ve of  sat i sf actory resul t s,  but i f  not ,  and i t  
i s necessary to i nvoke Sect i on (7) of  the resol ut i on and that i s the onl y 
way out to avoi d di scri mi nat i on under the Const i tut i on,  i t  can be done.  

As stated i n the preambl e,  i t  i s not i ntended to i mpose the hardshi ps of  
war unnecessari l y upon women,  chi l dren,  or aged men;  theref ore f rom al l  
of  these provi si ons i t  may be f ound desi rabl e to excl ude the i nf i rm,  the 
aged (say 70 years and above) ,  and chi l dren (say under 18 years of  age) .  
The expressi on i n such detai l  was not noted i n the resol ut i on.  My under-
standi ng i s that such exempt i ons,  i n the i nterest of  humani tari an j ust i ce 
and wi thout i nterf eri ng wi th our war ef f or t ,  woul d best f ol l ow a f urther 
exami nat i on of  f acts as they mi ght be devel oped i n any program undertaken 
by the government .  Our recommendat i on i s i n a sense a revi ew of  the f acts 
to be f aced and a suggest i on as to how to deal  wi th t hem.  

The commi t tee,  of  course,  appreci ates the f act that the resol ut i on,  though 
f ol l owi ng an exhaust i ve di scussi on,  was of  necessi ty qui ckl y put together 
and has i mperf ect i ons of  f orm.  

Yours t rul y y 

PAUL 
Presi dent 

PS :MG 
Enel .  


