February 7, 1942.

Hororable As J. Elliokt
United Stetes Reprosentative
Washington, 2, C.

Dear Sir:

In reply to your wire of February 6, the Soard of Directors of the
Kern County Farm Bureau have instruoted me to inform you that white
farmers oan nroduce anything better than the Japs end it was the cone
census of opinion that the sooner the Japenese are removed from the
Pacific Coast, the better it will be for all of us. : .

We anticipate a shortage of agricultural laber in California for
the coming year, but will have to take other means of adding to our
labor ‘supply. I will write you a fuller account of our plans in that
regard in the near future.

Very truly yours,

F/VK ®, SIOCKTON, President
Kern County Farm Dureau
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UNITED STATES CONGRESS

WASEINGION D C

COKCENSUS OF OPINION OF COULTY WIDE COMMITTIEE ORGANIZED FOR PURPOSE OF

STUDYING AGRICULTURAL LABOR NEEDS FOR 1942 IS TEAT ALL JAPANESE INCLUDILG

CITYZELS SHOULD BE REMOVED FRON WEST COAST AREA STOP ONE JAPANESE BY

‘DESTROYING POWER OR WATHER FACILITIES COULD DESTRCY lNORE CROPS THAK ALL

JAPANESE GROW

FRANK STOCKTON, PRESIDENT

¥ERN CoUMIY FARM BURELY




RESULUTION RWQUESTINC THE STATE OF CALIFCRKIA
LAW EXFCRCENENLT OIFICTALS TAXKS ALL ACTION
NECESSARY TO FROTECT Tis PACIFIC COAST FROM
SABOTAGE AND T0 ENFORCE TME CALIFORNIA ALTEN
LAND LAW. 2

WHEREAS, it is conmon knowledge that thousands of acres of
farm lands 11: California are cccupied and farmed by Japanese of
the first and second generation, amd present information is that
there are approximately 17,000 acres farmed by Japanese in Imperial
County, Celifornia, and ’

WHERZAS, Senate Resolution lo. 30 was adopted by the California -
State Senate ao‘bting forth that the Celiformia alien land law was :
adopted to prevent aliems ineligible to citi:mhlp from directly or
indirectly acquiring any interest in or dominion over land used or
to be used for agricultural purposes, and that through subterfuge and
device the Alien Land Law has been circumvented and that American- -
born Japanese have been substituted for their alien parents as
owners or lessors, and that great areas of land cver which such
aliens exercise all the rights of ovmership are situated along the
shore lines of this State and in many other places equally vital to
the military, political and economic welfare of this State, and said
Senate Hesolution recormended that the Attormey CGeneral and other
~proper law enforcement officers of this State investigate and pmocuto ;
.all evarions of the alien land law, nnd

WHEREAS, ecertain State agencies are recomnend ing that Americen
farmers continue to lease their lands to Amri.ean born letnou. whose
loyalty is umd cnd

WHEREAS, it is impossible to determine the loyalty of any
~ Japansse, whether alien or American born, until tho test comes, and
An most cases that would be fatal,

THEREFOKE BE IT RESOLVED, that it is for the best interests
of the people of California, to tie United States and tc our bovs in
the service who are fighting for us so that we may remain safe at howve,
that every possible step be taken to remove all Japanese from the
FYacific coast area for the duration of the war, and that publie
agencies cease from advocating the leasing of California farm lands to
Japanese, either imericen or foreign borm for the duratior of the
war, and further, that our law enforcement azencies take immediate
steps to enforce the California alien land law,

(Adopted at Regional Meeting, Kl Centro, February 7, 1942.
Indorsed by San Bermardino County Farm bBureau at Board of
Directors' Meeting at San Bermardino, Iebruary 11, 1942.)




Salt Joaquin Farm Bureau iﬁgpratiuu

145 S, AMERICAN STREET te PHONE 2-63086

ROBERT BALLANCE, PRESIDENT

GEORG
ROUTE 1. Box 138, EsCALON, CAL STOCKTON, CALIFORNIA

HARVEY S. VAN VLEAR
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

February 14, 1942

their regular monthly meeting today in Stockton, Calif
unamiously went on record as follows on the Japanese S

‘Thut the Safd Joaquin Farm Bureau Federation takes the stand
' that Japanese farmers are not essential in the production of
food and fiber for our national policy."

‘{" . \
"That the San Joaquin Farm Bureau Federation favors the strict
enforcement of the Alien Land Law."”
/ "That the San Joaquin Farm Bureau Federation condemnsthe practice
4 i " | . acpg \
/ of land owners aiding or assisting in the making of leases or the

transfer of title to land to alien Japanese."

"That the San Joaquin Farm Bureau Federation petiti
and Federal authorities to declare martial law in C:

We trust that you will give this action by our Directors serious
consideration.

Very truly yours,

San Joaquin Farm Bureau Federation \

HSV-wech He S« Van Vlear,
Executive Secretary’
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mm:g:. w R. B, WHITE NEWCOMB CARLTON J. C. WILLEVER

\ *12 f PRESIDENT CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT \___ .___‘
Send the following telegram, subject o the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to

TO THE ATTACHED LIST: Berkeley, California. February 18, 1942,

HAS YOUR COUNTY FACILITIES FOR HOUSING IN A CAMP UNDER DIRECT STATE OR FEDERAL

CONTROL, ONE HUNDRED OR MORE JAPANESE EVACUATED FROM FORBIDD_EH ZONES, AND. CAPABLE

—

OF PERFORMING AGRICULTURAL LABOR?! DO FARIERS DESIRE SUCH CAMP? DO FARMERS IN

YOUR COUNTY WISH TO EMPLOY OR PROVIDE EMPLOYMENT FOR SUCH LABOR AND TO WHAT EXTENT?
SPECIAL HOUSE COMMITTEE ON NATIONAL DEFENSE MIGRATION MEETS SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 21,
IN SAN FRANCISCO TO STUDY PROBLEM. FARM BUREAU COMMITTEE ON JAPANESE MATTER DESIRE
TO PLACE ABOVE INFORMATION IN HANDS OF HOUSE DEFENSE COMMITTSE AND ATTORNEY GENERAL
EARL WARREN. IMMEDIATE AND FULL INFORMATION IS NECESSARY. WIRE COLLECT, THIS
OFFICE BEFORE NOON FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 20.

RAY B. WISER.




‘bthcnnudd'

ORDINARY

TELEDRAM
DAY
SEmAL

DEFERRLD

“WESTERN —

e

cnmch
dusirnd . otherwise the mesmge will be
trunamitied s & telagram or ¢

e

=] P
s | Y
R B WHITE
PRESIDENT

UNION

NEWCOMB CARLTON J. C. WILLEVER
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT

S-J&Mm-u.u»ﬂ-m—mudw which are hereby agreed to
gend Attached Day-Letter to:

Secretary,
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Secretary,
Secretary,
Secretary,
Secretary,
Secretary,
Secretary,
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Secretary,
Secretary,
Secretary,
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Secretary,
Secretary,

Butte County Farm Bureey Federal Building, Oroville, California.

Fresno County Farm Bureau, 106 Court House, Fresno, California.

Imperial County Farm Bureau, Court House, El Centro, California.

Kern County Farm Bureau, 2610 "y" Street, Bakersfield, California.

Los Angeles County Farm Bureau, 129 West 2nd Street, Los Angeles, Californis.
Merced County Farm Bureau, County Library Building, Merced, California.

Orange County Farm Buresu, 353 South Main Street, Orange, California.

Riverside County Farm Bureau, 3937 Orange Street, Riverside, California.
Secramento County Farm Bureau, Federal Building, Sacramento, California.

San Bermardino County Farm Bureau, 302 Court Street, San Bermardino, Californias
Sen Joaguin County Farm Bureau, 145 South American Street, Stockton, Califormia.
Santa Clara County Farm Bureau, 2271 The Alameda, Santa Clara, California.
§iskiyou County Farm Bureau, Court House, Yreks, California.

Solano County Farm Bureau, County Libnrg Building, Fairfield, California.
Sonoma County Farm Bureau, Court House, Santa Rosa, California.

Stenislaus County Farm Bureau, Federal Building, Modesto, California.

Sutter County Farm Bureau, P« O Bldg., Yuba City, California.

Tulare County Farm Bureau, P. 0. Bldg., Visalia, California.

Yolo County Farm Bureau, Court House, Woodland, California.

Yuba County Farm Bureau, P. 0. Bldg., Marysville, California.
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PRESIDENT CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT L
Send the following telegram, subject fo the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to

FV 225 33 COLLECT - MERCED CALIF 18 3 40 P 1942 FEB 18 PM 4 07

RAY B WISER, PRESIDENT, CALIFORNIA FARM BUREAU FEDERATION
2161 ALLSTON WAY, BERKELEY, CALIF.

MERCED COUNTY USDA WAR BOARD AND MERCED COUNTY FARM LABOR SUB COMMITTEE HAVE

GONE ON RECORD AS BEING VERY MUCE OPPOSED TO INTRODUCTION INTO MERCED COUNTY
OF JAFANESE EVACUATED FROM FORBIDDEN ZONES.

BERNICE LOBO, SECRETARY.

USDA LOBO




CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED ‘ﬂ

Postal TelyraPh

THE INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM

F61 SB298 84 DL COLLECT SANTA ANA CALIF
RAY B WISER - FEB 19 PM 12 51
FARM BUREAU - 2161 ALLSTON WAY, BERKELEY, CALIF -

FACILITIES FOR HOUSING EVACUEES NOT AVAILABLE ORANGE COUNTY. LOCAL SENTIMENT VERY OPPOSED
AS HAVE MORE JAPANESE ALREADY THAN WANT. BELIEVE NOBODY EXCEPT OTHER JAPANESE WOULD EMPLOY
THEM. MOST TOLERANT LOCAL SENTIMENT WOULD ALLOW KEEPING SOME KEY AMERICAN CITIZENS OF
JAFANESE PARANTAGE BUT MAINTATNING CLCSE SURVEILLANCE OVER ALL TO ASSURE PRODUCTION AND
SAFETY FOR THEM AND US. GREAT MAJORITY LOCALLY CONSIDER THIS DEFENSE AREA AND INSIST UPQN
RENOVAL OF ALL JAPANESE AMERICANS AS WELL AS ALIENS FROM CRANGE COUNTY. EMOTIONS MOUNTING

AND VIOLENCE POSSIBLE -

C. J. MARKS/




103 ANGELES COUNTY FARM EUREAU
200 SFLIVG AND SECOND BUTLDING
129 West Second Street
" Los Anpeles, California

February 18, 1942

¥r. Ray P, Wiser, President
California Ferm Buresu Federation
2161 Allston Way = - .
Berkeley, California

Lear Er.'ﬁisert

In answer to your telegram of the 18th, Los Angeles County Farm
furesu desire Jananese interned. Housing would be available if
Army finds internment in Los Angeles County necessary. Labor
would be used during harvest season if no other available.

Sincerely

President

(signed) Camille A. Garnier




RIVERSIDS COUNTY FARL B
3937 Urange Street
Riverside Calif.

February

Lr. TRy Je Wiser, iresident,

Cel ifornia Farm curesu ederation
2161 Allston Way

perxelev, California

Dear mr., Wiser:

our wire by letter in order to give vou
additional inf'ormation that would be too lenrthy for telarranhe.
We are enclesins a clivping from the riverside xhterprise, tnhis
morning's paper; tihis newspaprer has wide circulation, moruing
and eveuning, tarouciicnt the county.

hWe are replying to y

Fiverside Count:r is lackii= in housing aecorroiaticns for such a
CAllD. it present renchers do rnot nesd that tpe of laor and
farmers contacted refuse to employ Japanese labor. Lany ranchers
feel danrer of race riot between Jepanese evacuees and established
Vexican labor. 4

n account of kational Defonse projects, arch iield, Camp iman,
and kyan Lir &chool, such a camp is considared dangerous to
national safety. otorare reservoirs for both domestic and
irrigation water system, plus storare in reservoir and 150 miles
of Aqueduct for letropolitan Water District established in Fiver-
side County would be subject to vossible sabetage under proposed

carp as well es numerous railroad and hiphway vrojecis.

reau is opposed tc any Japanese bei.y brourht inte River-
ounty” witk or without supervisicor. Jatanese already here
e sent immediately into the interior of the nited States

lef'initely beyeond trhe renre of 150 mile combat zone as defined b

the Wwar Jepartment.

icla srieckson

COCIroTaIr .




JBEPT - RIVSRSTIODE BUTZRFRIZE

February 19, 1642,
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Surervisor Robert Be ©illon, protesting the "invasion" of the Coachella
valle b Japanese excluded from vital defense areas in the Los Angeles _
metro-clita: anrea, sald yesterday afternoon that he will propose Vonday that
the count; sunervisors ask federal autheritiss tc take steps to prevent
additional /aranese settlers in that section of* Flverside county.

Just within the past few days numerous Japanese from Los Angeles
have come to the valley and have been employed by other Japanese as
. farm workers, w.ile longetime residents of the regions - many of them
Mexicans - who have worked in the fields have been discharged, Dillon

' agsorted.

The Coachella vallev is an important araa for California defense in
that 1t lies in the direct route of air travel between the Los Angeles
region and easbtern poirts, and a substantial Japanese populaticn in the
Irdio sector would be "danrercus", the fourtn district supervisor asserted.

The Riverside County lLefense council is being provided full informa-
tion on the situation so it can likewise present the matter to federal
authorities, Jillon said.

It is Dillon's belief that Japanese, wio are being excluded from
cortain areas and are required to move, should be interned rather than .
being pemmitted to settle at their own pleasure.
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SAN EERNARDINO COUNTY FARM BUREAU -
502 Court Street,
San Bermardine, California.

February 18, 1542,

Ray Wiser, President,

califomia Farm Bureau lederation
21€1 Allston Way -

berkeley, California

Gen£ lemens

Vie are enclosing resolution rassed by Region No. 1
at El Centro regarding the ana.nen sitvation which was
endorsed at our Soard of Direotors' meeting on February 1l.

In reply to your telegram, we do not believe that our
county has any facilities for housing in & camp under
direct state or Federal control, Japanese evacuated from
forbidden zones., Irom my ewn obumtiom, I do not be=-
lieve that our farmers desire such a camp, nor would they
‘wish to proﬂde omploymon‘b for such labor.

Vost of cur pecple feel that with war activities in the
immediate neizhborhood, a quartermaster's depot, magnesium
shell loading plant, nlrplm maintenance and repair depot
in prospect, air schools at (ntario, at Adelanto and at
}éqme and a contemplated landing field at Daggett, this
area should be declared vital to the defense of the Pacific
Coast from which Japanese should be bamd.

I am enclosing a clipping from the San Barnardlno Sun
which I tuink is fairly indicative of the feoling: of farmers
throughout the county.

Very truly,

(Signed) R. C. Gerber

Re Ca Jerﬁ'or, Secretary
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FV 7 36 NT COLLECT - RIO VISTA CALIF FEB 15

1942 FEB 20 AM 7 58
RAY B WISER

CALIFORNIA FAKM BUREAU FEDERATION
GRUUP OF SACRAMENTO COUNTY FARWERS MET THIS WESK. FEELING WE DON'T WANT ANY EVACUATED
JAFANESE IS DEVELOFING RAPIDLY UNLESS CONFINED TO CONCENTRATION CAMPS SOME

o UNE

INDIVIDUAL GROWER MIGHT ACCEPT SOME THIS COULD BE DETHZRMINED BY

CLIFFORD T01




Bakersfield, California
February 19, 1042
iads 0

Lr. Rq Be Wiser, Mﬂﬂt .
rnia Stabte Farm Buresu Federation
Allston Way .
oley, Nifornh

g lln:- e mm

. There u'ut & power plant, powsr ‘line, cenal, dm:{on vs.n‘

way or oil or gas line in thip area that any effort is beinz made %o

~ guards Japsnese suspected of being enemies of this country are .n.-g
“to move about uppnnﬁl’y at wille Japenese csmps are practiocslly uli= -
guarded. Mﬁnoﬂnﬁmuﬂwl tqnwui s.,
~ the m h'n Ang ;. the San

wire en“ruu'nrmd
it formu. It is p-

disrupt industry in Los Am g Jw;u bn M l:lon 3
1 i

tuaMqucnmh ﬂﬁ tuthodn-
“;n-td' ¥he distrust under ~muu--..
'h m a louon at ﬁl‘hw ﬁl.toh n!ght b‘ “ﬁ'o‘ a pﬂury lu- .
sons The blame for negligence there was placed afterward. We want to
_know who to place the hlo.wuﬂu get our advanced lesson here.
Let the man or men responsible for ﬁoh&duﬁuhpm pro=
teotion 8o essential in this state step forward agsume that responsi-
bility now so that we may know whom to charge with arson, and
treeson later, for if aotion is not taken m-quly. thoyﬁn be zuilty.

It is the opinion of the Direotors of the lm Goﬂﬂhy Farn men.
the hern County Committee on agricultural labor, representing ell agri-
oultural districts of the ocounty, the Agrioultural Committes of the
County Defense Council, and the County Doard of Supervisors that oll
Japsnese should be removed from the state now ud provisions made for
utilizing their labor later. g

The.enclosed comminicstion may be of 1n€¢nut‘,

Yours truly,

FRANK 8‘1‘0(:!1:0!, Prduthnt
hn Bursan

e oY

p

i “‘4.‘”

L e g
o 3 ol

S o, N
# ;s’ .

*

-2
-

-

e ¥

18,3

#
]
-

T Y -
> N 7
ALY gl ‘

.‘-...;3, E &

e

.

: %
R
— - A -

- 7 S
o




‘alifornia barm Sureau rederation, February 1%, 1942
2161 Allston uay,

‘.r:rﬁ_@.lc_‘;‘ » L Hl ; Le !
Committee on Jaranese

{jantle.en:

n rerard to the Japanese situaticn upon which we have
sent & wire addresged to Ray liiser, we would like to make the
followins comments as personsl apinion, without oifficial aetiocn ol
tne vrange County farm Bureau, bubt believed to rerrasent adrood
cross=gecticn of the opinion ol its members:

1t would have beern a wiser procedure, as far as vVrange Gounty is
concerned, if al rather reneral evacuation of Japaness ad talken
lace oarlier and no Japanese whe Lad been evacuated from celfense
arsas had baer allewed to move into Urange ~ounti . Lrange LOount)
nas ~ood resscn tec telieve that it ie as muesn a defense area as.a
larre portion ¢f Lcs Anpelas County is. Any possible acreage that
mi~ht be devcted to arriculturs. for Japanese wiic micht coue to the
county is either in the vicinity of il wells, alonr a small strip
next to the coast, next to defense indusipias, airports or ary
encampments, or in cotrer strateric positions lor nessible sabotare.
attenrt to move Jananese from cther areas irto Lranre County
ig addin~ insult to insurv and will cause mors trouble,
@ County is erissecrossod witlh vital defense nichways and
cveriences at fearl barbor prove the importance ol Lhaving such
roads free irom cbatruction.

ounty thers 1ls onlv cne aliasn Japanese farmer wi:o
s to ue aceented » those who wow him best as beins loval *o
america and ne has stated tiat he is read: to bow to the i'.e‘:i‘uu‘.:-le-.’..
iliere are. several Americ citizens of

Jananese paremtare ‘whose
loyalty may Le ungquestionahle, but for

thelr omm sckes as woll es

the Ead?_Oﬁ iiw thrul wellare, these citizens, if left nhere, should
be vrovided with reliable suards whose dut it would be to prevent
'Y 0l anoe Ty ' - do o 5 § s r L o
violence I'rca them or to them. I1f it ean dore, these eitizens

should - e rriven ain oprortunity to mroduce food for the natiom in a
territcry wlere there can e no opporturnity {or any di

sloval acts
that wokl have sericus econsequences...a lot of the citizens cannot

be trusted.

i there is romoval propram that will take awav cwners or opor-
aters of africiltural property, It should te kandled so 'liat conre=
will nhave g of the rroperties left beliind
ust also have 15 iness men tiat will allow

properties, 1 have previously succested

' odtny
essigtant

20 e

are Lven uy

axicans a; Croans.
: to rlaeca relinble whitss cn

such prepertiss mere v cbably be ‘sone apnandénrent o

ytable acrea andonnent. . onge acroags i

NET Cronse

ar

lapancse

W18 Irever T

agtabloes now




Urange ecounty is net a place that hwS overbuilt in houses. There
is ro available spaca for nousins of evacuees of this sort.  1f
‘there is need for additional lebor, the local feelinr is that if it
cantot be supplied frem some other source, it should e imported
frem woxicve Japanese lahor cam.ct be usad.

The ‘hirc prisen is blessed with aLout 2000 ‘acres of potential
or attual vegetahle land and provides good housine. 4t misht be
used as an inecarcera icn camp for sueh people, who wcnld be required
to ©111 the scil and fumisa foed for ether instituticns in Calie
fornia. it ig also eguipped for c¢lesa guarding ol any inmates.

In vranpe county, ss ir other rerions, no Japanese is trusted by
the general public anymere, even thouph he mav be perfacticn as a
loyal American citizen.

4% has romched a point where tiere are only twe courses:

First: cne course is %c remove all Japanes, citizens and aliens,
; from the county. \

vecord: the other course would be tc remove almort all the Japan-
: ese, keepins cnly a few belisved to .o loval and owners and
overaters cof substantial erriculturel enterprises, and to
keep these I'ew under very close fuard and restricticr [or
the duration. - '
not wisi to avpear unduly alarmed but there is a rrowing
tendency to vielence ajainst the Japanese and a growing sulliness
ancng Lie Jepaneses..boti of which could be expectad.  (itizens
¢l Japanese parentare are beeoniny more derandin~ and resentful at
the treatment thev are receiving. The resentfulness may be the mark
of & true juwrican who is seekins to d¢ his duty but is heing pere
seduted to sone extent; but it also causes increansed bad feslinr.
w0 for their own voed and for the good of the geroral public, all of
this gzroup whose loyalty is =t all qu=stioned sliculd e moved to
some spot wiere ecntaci witi the gensral American public is not

It is alsc considered opinion-that ycu, the commitiee [lor the
Califorzia Ferm sureau Jederation, would he survorted by the farmers
of this county if you were to take the position Hiat all Japnesee--
eliens and citizens of Jaranese perentage---be removed irom the
coastal area to an inland ssoticn whers there will be
of them belir a menace to the welfare of imerica and wharo
will not be mehaced others.

cincerely yvours,
7med,) .rank Ce. Latham
-’o e I.R't.'ia'

‘resident,
vranve Lounty rm ureau

»




EACKRPT = SAN BERNARDINC DATLY SUN

February 1€, 1542,

"'POLICE CHIEI''S
T PROTEST SBERT

T U.S. OFFIGIALS

Cole Acts After Two Japanese Families Ordered From L. A. Harbor Vove Into

Chief of Folice James W. Cole last night addressed a protest to L. &.
Attorney-Ceneral Irancis D. Biddle sgainst permitting Japenese families
ousted from Terminal Island to settle in Sen bernmardino, an area which the -
oificer deserived as vital to the defense of the Facific coast. '

Chi'of Cole escted after two Japanese families crdered cut of the Los
Angeles harbor distriet established residences in San Bernardino. The
father of one of the families was detained by federal agents, said the
officer. In the same family is the wife of a Japanese who returmed to
his nativerland. She is the sister of the mother of several children,
all American-borm,

Both families presented their alien registration and identification
cards to. the postoffice, as is required under the alien control act, said
Chief' Cole, who accompanied his oi'ficers to the homes of the two’ fmill.u
to interview them.

Ue S+ Act llecessary

"without the federal government declaring San Sermardino an area irom
which enemy aliens are barred we cammot prohibit the Japanese ordered out
of other districte from moving inte the city," said Chief Cole.

"1 do protest, however, against the failure to deeclare Jan Bermardino
a vital defense area. I conmtend this is a vital areq because of our rail
transportation facilities, utility lines aerving the Los Angeles metrorolitan
and harbor distriets and beceause of the installation of major mnitary
projects, now under way. '

"I do not believe Japanese = or other enemy aliens - snould be permitted
to establish themselves in san Sernardino and have so protested to the federal .
government. Insofar as possible we have kopt the Japanese residents of the
city undser surveillance as a defense move, If others are tc be permitted to
settle in the ecity, I fear a menace to defense."

Frotest Sent Clark

Mr. Cole said he wduld likewise forward a protest to Tom C. Clark,
-western coordinator of enemy alien control, who conlerred with navy and
army officers last week in the major defemse areas of Californis. The
conferemces apparently lead to the evacuation of hundreds of Japanese
from Terminal island, in Los Angeles harbor, where are some of the Southe
lands major defense works.

Freviously, wide areas along the coast and extending into interior
Californie were declared enemy alien conirel districts. €an dernardino
was not ineluded in the areas, however.




MEMORAND UM

San -Joaquin Farm Bureau'deor;tion telebhpned'in rosp;nse to the wire
“from Vr. Wise; and ststed thet they had oonsidered his resquest in regard
to the Japenese situation and would like, if it ware possible,to have 1,000
Japanese in a pooi at some convenient p1.5o in the county from which large
growers could securs labor as needed.

If a pool of 1,000 was not péltiblé thev steted that if the annnnii
would out‘asparngua end perform'similar a;ricultural work, the follewing
~ persons sould handle and would: take on their rafmh_eu the number set opposite

4heir ramess

Ross Zuckermann

California Delte Terms 200
We Zuockermenn 200
John Kelly : 75

Gordon Lacey ' 160

They very much desired to have the pool of 1,000 established as there

were other individuals who dosifed some of thehslp but not in sufficient

guantities to provide the necessary oamp on their own pleces.
february 15, 1942,

Phonad by Fhprvey Van Vlear to J. J. Deuel.




SAKTA CLARA COUNTY FARM BURRAU
2271 The Alameda,
‘ Santa Clara, California.

February 19, 1542,

SPECIAL DELIVERY

Mr. Ray B. Wiser, President,
California Farm bureau rederation
21€1 Allston Vay

Berkeley, Califomia -

Doar' Vre. Wiser:

In reply to your tohr;m nuind yesterday we are
sending you this letter instead of a wire, believing that it will
more ntiaf-otorily present our ideas in regard to the jap aita.tion.

In the Voreland District in this county the FSA recemtly
purohuod some 56-acres for future labor oamp site. EHowever, there
are absolutely no improvements ¢én this property except a couple of old
equipment buildings. The property adjoins a ereek and it is claimed
that drainage and sewage conditions could be developed at rominal cost
and expense if and when a labor camp should be established.

. 4o had a Frune Committee meeting here last evening and
the consensus of opinion was that some outside agricultural labor
could gainfully be used this year. Ko doudt we could use any amount
of labor with the understanding, of course, that proper eontrol cf nn
by the Govermuent would be maintained.

~ We phoned the FSA office hare upon mipt of your wire
mgn.rdlag tli® above mentiened campsite and they alsc advised there
are some repcris, not definite, that this acreage might be rented to
the Army. <hey advised that this mizht be verified through the San
Francisco oftice of the FSA.

Vie regret thet we have nothing more specific to offer
you but these are the facts and we are passing tliem along for what
they may be worth at your Saturday meeting.

Very truly yours,
BANTA CLARA COUNTY FARM BUREAU
(Eigned) L. Mngsbuﬁy,

L. ¥ingsbury . Seeretary.




SOLANO COUNTY FARM BUREAU

rairfield, Calif.
February 19, 1942.

kr, Hay Wiser,

California Ferm Bureau Federationm,
2161 Allston Way,

Berkeley, California.

Dear Mr. Wiser:

This is in reply to your wire of February 16th. This
wire has been submitted to the Fresident of the Farm Bureau and
other members. There is organized in this county a County Farm

~ Labor Sub-committee (of the Land Use L‘ouuttoc), of which F. B.

MoKevitt, Vacaville, is Chairman, and V. W. De Tar, Farm Advisor,
is Secretary. This committee received a similar request as your
wire from lir. Roseve Hell, Bureau of Agricultural Economics, 222
Mercantile Bldg., Berkeley. We sent.to kr. Bell a letter giving
full information sigmed by the Farm Advisor, and ¥r. De Tar las
ukod that I send a eopy of this letter to you.

Your win was also submitted to F. 5. E::oﬂ-nitt, Chaire
.m.of this Labor Committee, and he also asked that copy of the ene
closed letter be sent to you. Information on all sections of the
county, except Wolfskill, is covered by this letter. When we receivs
the information frem lo].rsldll, we will send it to you, bnt 1 doubt
that it will reach you in time, _

From this Iot'bor. you can see that the preference is
for central camps, strictly puarded, under rederal control, sc far
as tho Japanese are concerned.

I hope that this gives you the 1nf‘ofmtion -you‘ wishe

Sincerely yours,
SOLANO. COUNTY VAR BURAAT,
(5irned) k. D. Stauffer,

Secretary.




Charge to the account ’ 4L

CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED
DOMESTIC CABLE oo ' '__\LHECK
TELEGRAM ORDINARY
DAY URGENT
LETTER RATE

ACCOUNTING INFORMATION

SERIAL DEFERRED
OVERNIGHT NIGHT
TELEGRAM LETTER
SPECIAL SHIP
SERVICE RADIOGRAM >
Patrons should check class of service TIME FILED

desired . otherwise the messge will be
transmitted &a & lelegram o R. B. WHITE NEWCOMB CARLTON J. C. WILLEVER
ordinary cablegram f PRESIDENT CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT

Send the following telegram, subject lo the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to
PACIFIC TELEGRAM

FY 9 55 4 EXTRA NL COLL DUPLICATE OF MESSAGE TELEFHONED - PT
WHEATLAND CALIF FEB 19

RAY B. WISER,
CALIF. FARK BUREAU FEDERATION
2161 ALLSTON WAY
KNOW OF NO AVAILABLE CANP. FARMER OPINION DIVIDED. LARGE OPERATORS FAVORABLE.

OTHER RANGE FROM UNDECIDED TO OPFOSED. STRESS PLACED ON WORD CONTROL. FEEL

TEEY MEAN POLICED. CONFERENCE YUBA CITY TODAY. MOTION 25 YES, 5 NO. DECISION

INFLUENCED BY FEAR OF ACUTE LABOR SHORTAGE. OTHER OF: ICIALS NOT AVAILABLE SO
I AM ANSWERING.

Ce 8. HITE.




Charge to the account of-

t DESIRED

PRESIDENT

Send the following telegram, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to

COoOPY

FV 128 71 COLLECT DL-SANTA ROSA CALIF 20

RAY B WISER, PRESIDENT CALIF FARN BUREAU
2161 ALLSTON WAY

OUNTY HAS MIGRANT CAMP EMPTY NOW BUT
SOME HOP PRUNE AND APPLE

WOTLD WELCO!

SOME OTHERS NOT PRESSED FOR LABOR NOW CONDEMN

OF PUBLIC ON IDEA ALSO "NCERTAIN RUT MANY VIOLENTLY OF

IN JAPS STOP IN SOUTHERN END OF C)'UNTY PEOPLE DO NOT

JAPS AT ALL

TENTS

FEFL

L e

s
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CALIFORNIA FARM BUREAU FEDERATION

"3 16 ALLsron UM' [V

February 20th, i9420 1000.’ me42 _

CARLWARREN arroney centnm,
AN ‘f"-"faf.-i' 15 r:g 3!5&!

The llonorable Barl Warren, ‘ ; "‘"’b’_
Attorney Ueneral,

State of Californiay
San Francisce, California.

Uear Lr, Warren:

In the absence of Lr. Fiaffenberger, who is out of
town today, I am sending te you by special messenger coples
of the repliss we have received to the telegram which we seunt
out Nonday concerning the Japanese situation. Ve are also
ineluding a copy of our telerram and the list of Farm Bureaus
to whom the telegram was sent.

The originals of these papers are in our ofiice and
will be made available to you and the llouse Defense Committes
if desired.

Yours very truly, :
- :ﬂl [ et : .
f —w.—a(_/ 4

(¥rs.) Srma Austinson,
fecretary to Lr, Ifaffenberger.




WESTERN -~ [—
UNION

&m&qﬂuumm-uum-hﬁ“- T

FV 575 13 COLLECT 1 EXTRA NT - GRIDLEY CALIF 19
- T Ao 1942 FEB 19 PM 10 42

RAY Bs WISER
2161 ALLSTON WAY

——— .

* NO COUNTY FACILITIES FOR HOUSING NO DEMAND FOR JAPANESE AGRICULTURAL LABORERS.

BUTTE COUNTY FARM BUREAU
A+ J. MAC FARLANE, PRESIDENT.

&

14
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ACCOUNTING INFORMATION

"UNION

NEWCOMB CARLTON
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD

J. C. WILLEVER
FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT

Send the following talegram sbdect to the terms on back hereoj:,_mch are hereby agreed o

FV 111 9 COLLECT = EL CENTRO CALIF 19 1l Z7A

PRESIDENT

rn

ERATION

SENTIMENT HERE

IMPERTAL COUNTY FARM

-
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OFFICERS AND
TRE s PACIFIC LEAGUE TEGREHa
FRESIDEy' {A My A NON-PARTISAN, NON-PROFIT, CALIFORNIA CORPORATION 0855

{UDGE RUSS AVERY Attorney
Industrialist - Rancher

SUITE 931

157 VICE PRESIDENT RIVES-STRONG WEST NINTH

FREDERIC T. WOODMAN

Former Mayor City of Los Angeles BUILDING ; STREET

2ND VICE PRESIDENT
R. F. INGOLD Prosident LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

Los Angeles Investment Co.

SECRETARY \h) W April 25, 1943
R o Coast Fedlrral Sa'inglsﬁlld N ‘l;”“ %
Loan Assocla Dfl T,{‘.(Q
TREASURER : Hon. Harold L, Ickes,
ANDREW J. MEADE Secre tary of the Interior ’

DIRECTORS Washington, D. C.

A. C. BERGHOFF
Southern Califgufi

T. B. COSGROVE . M'y dear Mr. Secretary:

Cosgrove & O'Neil, Attorneys

E. E. DUQUE President

s wacemeic ,  Having read your recent - shall we say, self-eulogy?
suvs witLiah & Ltefr‘m:m'nffuh under the title "Confessions of a Sourpuss?"--we can
e in a measure understand the motivation of the use of

cuss s sonsingy e o your influence ~to withdraw individual Japanese from

i
""“‘;{?m‘,‘i;,,‘“":i::‘;"c;m‘%;:g;&v?»? relocation centers to work on your private farm,

J. A, H. KERR Vice President

A G However, regardless of the personal motive of America's
e i uin No. 1 curmudgeon, as you have described yourself and
P iy . the relish for publicity, to which also you have con-
Yo Lok R FR. « fessed, the people of the Pacific Coast look with
i T bt ™—amazement upon this type of activity by a Cabinet
. ' ' member at a time when our Country is involved in the
most tragic war of its history.

ARTHUR J. MULLEN Attorney

GEORGE 0. SMITH
Metal Trades Manufacturers Assn.

S ”“‘“;:w"ﬂ“;’:';‘ Following the Pearl Harbor stab in the back, which
W, P, WHITSETT  Chairman of Board you may recall, Pacific League was in some degree
J&'_/ CAD g instrumental in starting the movement which resulted l
c o P AW in the removal of undesirable Japanese persons from
mﬁ" combat areas of the West Coast States, and kept the

L matter a 1live issue until governmental authorities

[
o finally recognized both the immediate and the future
dangers involved by the presence of Japanese here

W‘ and sent them to various relocation centers outside
the danger zones.

At that time also, a vigorous protest was made

Mﬂg’dh ”fyh"{"{“' "ﬁagainst assémbling Japaneie at the Manzanar center,
o LA in California, because of the jeopardy it created to

Wa‘&" €.8u( . Bell-An, LA, the water supply of the nation's fourth largest city.
Our judgment in that matter has since been proven

(,d.ﬁmou\(.‘elﬂ'&*‘w ( correct, as shown by the rioting and insubordination
which developed at the Manzanar Camp, and which re-

A @
D.F. Q«M—OA‘-LA %sulted in a gradual removal of these untrustworthy
- G
A ’gud(.ﬂ 8 8,0, Japanese to areas less close to our war production
i M&xtmente_rs and fields of military activities.
w:ltl’g Al- \-V.'g.p g '”0“5
how Haales~
1 (’LSL\JE-MNA’
‘““Cherish the Spirit of Our People and Keep Alive Their Attention’’

—Jetferson, The Price of Liberty.




Hon, Harold L. Ickes - 2

If, 4in taking these Japanese nationals from the protective
custody of the United States Government, you did so only to
supply your personal labor needs, may we point out that the
good neighbor policy between this Country and Mexico, so
forcefully emphasized by President Roosevelt within the last
few days, might have proved a solution to your problem,

However, if you were prompted, as Secretary of the Interilor,
to undertake this strange employment of subjects of a nation
with which we are bitterly at war, as some sort of personal
appeasement gesture, or to carry out your admitted penchant
of deliberately doing things to cause public eriticism of

yourself, then we must admit you have been successful. .

We, of the Pacific Coast, Mr. Secretary, know the Japanese,
They have lived amongst us for many years, We have taken
note of their characteristics, of their treacherous inclina-
tions, their Dborn and bred devotion to their Emperor. None
knows their undesirability and their potential dangerous dis-
loyalty better than does your friend, Senator Hiram Johnson,
who when he was Governor of California, approved legislation
making it impossible for Japanese aliens to become property
owners in this State and who throughout his entire career has
pointed with unfailing accuracy to what we might expect from
Japan as a nation and from the hordes of Japanese who had
been sent into this country prepared to assist their Emperor
in every possible way prior to and during the inevitable
erisis,

It possibly is true that, among the several hundred thousand
Japanese in this country, there are a few who are loyal ¢to
the United States as the land of their birth, It is unfortu-
nate that these few must suffer because of the known dis-
loyalty of the many. But what is their suffering compared to
the suffering of our American boys who fought the Japs at
Bataan and Corregedor and who, if they still are alive, are
enduring the tortures of Japanese prison camps!?

As you "travel the road to curmudgery," as you put it, Mr.
Secretary, how do you think the mothers and fathers of these
gallant lads, and the mothers and fathers of the airmen who
bombed Tokyo and were murdered for their bravery, will feel
about your coddling of the Japs on your farm?

You have admitted that you take pleasure in doing things that
cause people to criticize you, and that, of course, is your
privilege. But when you take it upon yourself, as a member
of the President's Cabinet, to arrogantly flaunt in the faces
of the people of this Coast an utter disregard of the lessons
we have learned by experience, and which our military authori-
ties recognize, we believe you are overstepping the bounds of
personal rights and of good citizenship.




Hon. Harold L, Ickes = 3

We ask that you reconsider immediately this ill-timed adven-
ture into a field with which apparently you are entirely
unfamiliar. We ask that the Japanese now enjoying the free-
dom and the luxury of your farm be returned to the relocation
centers from which you took them, and where they may be kept
under close observation lest we learn too late of some new
Japanese treachery,

In bringing this important matter to your attention, Mr.
Secretary, this organization has no selfish interests or mo-
tives. We are guided solely by an earnest desire to serve
the best interests of our people, and to assure you that you
can't sell Americanism short -- at least not at the present
time.

We are
Respectfully,
PACIFIC LEAGUE

(Signed) RUSS AVERY
Russ Avery, President

(Signed) FREDERIC T. WOODMAN
Chairman, Alien Problems Committee
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RES O0LU.T1ON

WHEREAS, both military and civil authorities are
agreed that the s afety of the entire Pacific Cpast demands
that all alien enemies be removed from defense areas, and

WHEREAS, a great many people of Japanese nationality
are extensively employed in the growing and production of food
supplies essential to this coast, and

; WHEREAS, the sudden stoppage of such food supplies
might create a serious food shortage, and

WHEREAS, the breaking up of the homes of both
aliens and citizens is not in keeping with American ideals .
nor humanitarian, and would impose serious and needless
hardships on loyal Americans, as well as aliens

after careful consideration suggests and urges t

Japanese people of both foreign and American birth, be
drafted into an Agricultural Division under supervision

of the Department of Agriculture of the Federal Government
in the same manner as draftees of the United States military
forces are inducted into service.

That these people be placed on suitable agri-
cultural lands in safe areas and their labor used for the
purpose of producing food to supply the needs of the man
who carries the gun, and that they be compensated for their
labor on the same basis that draftees in our armed forces
are compensated.

That they be provided with housing, food supplies,
and other necessities of life, thereby creating a great
agricultural army providing both a humanitarian and practical
solution of thils immediate problem and elimlnatling a menace

" to our generd welfare.

This resolution adopted by ,

the Board of Directors of (7:(‘- sl e 7Q
Pacific League, at a meet- el A :
ing held at its offlces,

112 West Ninth Street, Los

Angeles, California, Feb.

2, 1942,




THE CALIFORNIA FARM BUREAU FEDERATION

AND JAPANESE EVACUATION

The California Farm Bureau Federation 1s a member of the
national American Farm Bureau Federation. It is organized by
counties. Most of the 58 counties of California have a
county Farm ﬁureau whieh publishes a monthly magazine. These
megazines contain material sent out by the central office of
the Farm Bureau Monthlies as well as ltems of particular in-
terest to individual counties. In searching the Farm Bureau
Monthlies for news of the Japanese activities of the Farm
Bureans of California, it was not possible to obtain a come
plete file of all agricultural counties. However, the only
counties which published magazines which were not obtainable
were Riverside, San Bernardino, and San Diego. San Diego was

obtainable for a few months,of the period January 1942«3eptember

1945(9n1y¥f/111“6£ﬁef§ mere searched each month for that

twenty-two month period. Some county magazines always ineclude
copies of the minutes of the directors' meetings, others merely
give resumes of the important toples taken up by the directors.
This may account in part for the large amount of Japanese
activities reported from such counties as San Joaquin.

The Japanese activities of the California Farm Bureaus
can be divided into four groups. The first of these includes
the pre-evacuation news items, statements, and resolutions;

the second, statements and survey reports on the extent and
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importance of Japanese agriculture in California; third,
the activities of the Farm Bureaus and other agencies in as-
sisting with the problems of evacuationy and lastly, post-
evacuation statements and resolutions,

Attention to the Japanese problem began very soon after
the outbreak of wars The January, 1942 San Joaquin County

Farm Bureau lonthly published a resume of a report which

Ray Be. Wiser, President of the California Farm Bureau, gave

to the California Farm Bureau Directors. He reported that he
had spent eonsiderable time trying to find a solution to the
Japanese problem as it related to maintaining production and
at the same time "controlling the sitvation as it relatea to

us™, A special committee on the question was appointed by

: 4
Wisers, (FBM, San Joaquin Co., 1/42, p.29, e.l) | At a meeting

of the San Joaquin Co. Directors held on December 13, 1941,
during a discussion of a proposed survey of all rarma in the
county to provide for quick notification in an emergency, a
member asked if the exact location of every Japanese would be
indicated on the survey . He was told that this was a detall
which had not as yet been worked out. (FBM, San Joaquin Co.,

1/42, p.26, o.aj] The Directors of the Kern Co. Farm Bureau

\

»

met on January 3; 1942 and passed a resolution to the effect
that there were a considerable number of Japanese in apgricul-
ture in Kern Co., that the production of agricultural produce
had an important part in the defense program, and that the
shortage of agricultural labor mede it important to utilize
all possible sources of labor. The Kern Co. Defense Board

was therefore requested to make a survey of Japanese agricul-




b&-l/v\ Al Pl e N, ¥
tural activities in the county and,that Japanese be permitted

to engage in agricultural activities in as nearly normal
manner as possible "but only under adequate supervision to
ensure the safety of our people and our couptry". (FBY, Kern
Go., 1/42, pe7, 642) A director of the Napa Co. Farm Bureau
asked "how far do we want to have the Japangae the principal
vegetable men in califofnia:‘and adviacd"the mhite man 1s not
prepared to raise the quantity of crops required™. He went

on to say that we may have to lay aside our prejudices in order

to get sufficient food. (FBM, Napa Co., 1/42, p.3, c.l)

The Orange County Férm Bureau News was the only one of the

monthlies which indluged in editorial comment. An editorial
which appeared in February, 1942 hoped that whatever would be
done abbut Japanese evacuation would be done in a well-planned
manner, with the least cost to production, the maximum proe
tection to the public, and the maximum justice to those Jap~
anese loyal to the United States. (FBN, Orange Co., 2/42,
Pe3, ¢e3) And in April, 1942, the Orange News expressed fear
that the public would get sick of the difficulties involved in
moving the Japanese and not pay enough attention to others who
mere dangerous. A system was favored whereby dangerous allens
would be moved first even if a good many citizens of Japanese
parentage would have to be left in the area., Because it ap-
peared that the Japanese would be moved suddenly, the editorial

advised Japanese to make plans for an abrupt evacuation and to

then try to maintain as normal an existence as possible. (FBN,

Orange Co., 4/42, p«3, c.l)




The San Joaquin County Directors at thelr meeting on
January 10, 1942, had much discussion on the Japanese question.
It was reported that the tomato cannerles were favorable to
the Japanese because they would ralse tomatoes under almost
any eontract and not complain. It was felt that.thia wasg one
of the causes for lom prices. Another member aiated that
354 of the tomato acreage and 50% of the tomato production
of the county was grown by Japanese. Japanece, he sald,
mever fermed poor land. Another member stated th@t he had

"almays been obsessed with the idea that the Japanese should

not omn a foot of our solil™, He felt that many of the leases

‘d;; questionnbl§. This member seid that the concensus of
opinion at the state farm bureau was that “we‘should use
Japancae labor to tide over our shortage of labor and not

put them into concentration cemps, but supervise them".
There wae much discuseion of this aspect 6t the question, and
the concensug of the San Joaquin Directors at this time was
that the Japanese ghould be allowed to etay in Galifornia
awey from defense areas and wbrk under supervision of a boerd
get up for that purpose. (FBM, San Joaguin Co., 2/42, p.
16G, ¢+3 and p.27, ¢.1)The Kern County Farm Bureau Dtrectoraé
meeting received a telegram from an unidentified Wre Ae Je
Elliott who asked if the Japanese were removed from the Vest
Coast, whether the vegetable crope grown bj them could be
gontinued and operated by other labor. lr. Elliott was to be
notified that "the sooner the Japs mere removed from the

Pacific Coast the better, as white farmers can produce anye-




thing better than the Japsnese™. (FBM, Kern Co., 2/42, pB, c.2)
At a meeting on January 17, 1942 the Directors of the lerced
County Farm Bureau heard a statement of facts concerning Jape
anese farming activitles ag determined by a committee of ag-
riculturists in Santa Barbara Countye It wes moved and cerrled
that a letter he sent to the State Attorney General and to the
dtete Farm Bureau Federatlon asking that the sbuse of the alien
land ‘lam be looked intoe. (FBU, Verced Cos., 2/42, p«3, €.3)
Senator Metzger's action in the legislature in backing up a
regolution to the effeect that the State of California should
not employ anyone in & clerlcal position "who might be an
enemy to this country” wae approved by the Directors of Tehama
Co. at their meeting on Jenuary 17, 1942. (FBM, Tehama Co.,
2/42, p.27, 6.2)

An Agricultural Economic Conference, attended by 77 farm
leaders and representatives of federal, state, and county
egricultural agencles, was held on February 27, 1942, in
¥onterey Park. They passed a resolution to the effect that a
iarge percentage of vegetable crops in Los Angeles County were
produced by Japanese in areas from which they were llkely to
be moved. These Japaneseé, due to uncertalnty, had not con=
tinued full scale operations. Other farmers were avallable to
take over their lande Therefore, the Army should act at once
to clarify thies situation, and the areas from which removals

mere to be made should be sufficiently comprehensive so that

no further removals mould be necessary during the crop year.

The resolution also requested the federal government to dealg=-




nate a custodian with authority to administer the property of .
those required to move. (FBi, Los Angeles Cos, 5/42, p.c, €+2&3)
The Merced County Directors heard a letter from State

President Ray B. Wiser stating that evasion of the California
Alien Land Law had been discuszsed by the Bosrd of lirectors
and action was being teken to carry on an investigatione. A
letter was also read from the Attye. Cenerel's cffice asking
thet any concrete evidence of violatione of this lam be reported
to that office. (FBM, Merced Co., 3/42, ps3, cs1) President
Wiser was present at & meeting of the Los Apgeles County Dir-
ectors held on February 19. He told the Los Angeles Board
that the State Board at their January meeting had adopted the
following programg

1) All Japanese property end persons to be placed under

federal supervision.
2) Protection should be given to Japanese workers.
3) MNeans should be devieed for controlling Japenese ine-

comes through federal supervision.

4) No subterfuge as to leases or ownership of property

ghould be allowed.
(FBEM, Los Angeles Co0s, 3/42, pe3, Gsl)

The 8 February meeting of the San Joaquln Co. Directors
had a& much discussion 28 the January on the Japanese problem
end this time three motions were carried. The Uhairman of the
Legislative Committee asked where the Japaneece were hiding the
guns they were supposed to have turned in. He wondered 1f the
district attorney and sheriff didn't have power to search for

them. He was told that a search warrant was necessary for




each place to be searched. It was suppested that the Farm
Bureau should work with the American Lepion and other groups
"to straighten this out™. Another member said that the San
Joaquin Farm Bureau should take some new action on its posgsitinn
in repard to uneing Japanese in egricultural work. He was op-
posed to the idea that they were essential. Still another
member said: "I for one do not feel that me should have a
Jap any place unless we have a string on him." The following
three motions were carried: _

"That the San Joaquin Farm Burean Federation talkes the

stand that the Japanese farmers are not essential in

the production of food and fiber for our national

policy."

That the San Joaquin Farm Bureau Federation was

opposed to landowners "aiding or assisting in

the making of leases or the transfer of title

to land to allen Japanece™.

That a committee be appointed to investigate the
alien land law and then legislation be passed to
enforce it.

(FBM. San Joaocuin Co., 3/42, p. 16F, ¢.1,2,3)

The Los “npeles County Uirectors at their meeting on
February 19 unanimously passged a regolution stating that it
was the consensus of opinion that all Japanese, citizen and Vv
alien, be confined to concentration camps In the intercst of

national defense. (FBM, LeAs C0., 3/42, pe3, €+2) The Ala-

meda Coy, Farm Bur. Monthl} reported that a Farm Bureau eom=

mittee had met recently with Attorney CGeneral Warrsn to dise-
cuss the enemy alien situation and had decided on a position
similar to that taken by the San Joaquin Qo. Board of Dire
ectors. See above. (FBM, Alameda Co.} 3/42, p. 12, ©.3)




The various Farm Bureau lonthlies reported surveye on
the extent and importance of the Japanese in California ag-
riculture. In general, these findings agreed with the stand
of the Western Growers Assoclatione-that the Yapanece were
not a major factors The first survey reported dealt with
Orange Countye This survey, altho not entirely complete,
ghowed 10,565 acres farmed by Japanese of which 869 acres
were owneds This total included 221 acres of citrus. Slightly
more than one half of the poultry production in the sounty in

Japanese hands was controlled by American born Jepanesg. (FBuM,

Orange Go., 3/42, pel3, c+2) One Kern Co, director reported

at their January meeting that efforts were being made to make
& survey of Japanese owned and operated lands in that countye.
(FBli, Kern Cos, 2/42, pe3, c.2)

At the Mereh 19, 1942 Los Angeles Co. Board Meetlng there
wag a lengthy discussion of the extent of Japanese farming
activities in the countye. It was belleved that the production

of small vegetables, such as radishes, table onions, which had

bsep grown by Japaneao,oould not be replaced exactly as before.
The essential orops, it was believed, could be replaced. A
survey had been made in Yanuary which showed there were 1500

Japanese operated farms with a population of about 7500,

]




1391 produced vegetables and berries, 80 produced poultry, and
30 were miscellaneous farms. B87% of the vegetables produced
in Los Angeles County was produced by Japanese. Some vege-
tables, such as celery, were produced 99% by Japanese. 7-10%
of the California vegetable supply was produced in Los Angeles
scountye. Of the 26,000 acres formerly operated by Japanese,
4500 had been taken up by Americans by the date of the report.
Deals were pending for at least 1500 more acres. It was thought
that labor would be the biggest problem. Japanese famllies
performed 44,000 man months of labor, which would indlcate a
deficit of 4000 to 5000 peradna. It was announced that the
federal government had established an Evacuee Property Depart-
ment to assist Japanese with their affalirs. There had alab
been set up a War Time Parm Adjustment Progrém under the Veste
ern Defense Command which would assit in financing. (FBU,
LeAs COs, 4/42, pe3, 0«3 and Ps 16B, Csl)

Orange County in iay reported that Japanese evacuation
had meant moving about 1200 from the farms of the countye. This
acreage in many cases wag being changed to crops which required
little hand labor. "However, several farmers mho have depended

upon Japanese laborers have had difficulty in replacing them."

(FBN, Orange Cos, 5/42, pel3, ¢+2) The May issue of tﬁo Konterey

Cos Monthly stated that according to a survey made in December,
1941, there were approximetely 120 Japanese farmers in the
county who controlled about 5300 acres of land. (FBM, Mont.
C0s, Pe3, C«2) The chairman of the vegetable department of

the Sacramento Farm Bureau stated at the June meeting that




much of the acreage left by the Japanese would be lost as it
41d not receive irrigation and other attentlion at the necessary
times. (FBU, Sacramento Co., 7/42, p.:23, c.l)

Under the title of "Farming in Los Angeles Younty under
Wer Conditions™, G« V. Castle, Farm Adtlsor, reported in the
Los Angeles Yo. FBM for Septerber 1942 that there had been
little general response to the "Food for Freedom™ signup which
took place previous to Pearl Harbor. The article contained
the following: "However, the Japanese, probably feeling that
gome thing might happen or 1in trylng to deceive us, signed up

almost 1008+ They also responded in the registration of horses

altho few of thelr horses could have been used by the Army."

(FBii, LeAe C0s, 9/42, pe3, 6+2) The Ventura Co. }onthly re=
ported that new vegetable crops on land taken over from the
Japanese were getting into good shape. (FBM, Ventura Coe,
10/42, ps22, €+3).

The Assistant County Agent-fur San Luis Obispo County,
JoJe MicNamara, hed an article in the February, 1943 San Luls
Obispo lonthly in which he gaid that despite Japanese evac~
vation, production in the past nine months was better thean in
previous years. Both white and Fillpino growers had taken over.
The article stated that there had been a 104 increase in produce
merketed in the United States in 1942 over 1941. There had
been a glight California decrease particularly in the Los
Angeles markete This, he stated, was due to labor shortage.
rather than to evacuatione The article concludeds fyhen wne

discuss with the growers thelr successes and failures and




future plens, it becomes clesr that the new pgrowers are

ectually doing 2 better job of production than the Japanese

were doing in 1941." (FBM, Se.Ls Obéspo Co., 2/43, p«3, 0el)

The Ferm Bureau offices were nctive in attempting to help
solve some of the problems arising out of evacvation, partice
ularly that of furnishing information in regard to Japanese
econtrolled land now available to others. The 4lameda Co.
Monthly for Mareh, 1942, listed the problems on which assiste
ance had been given members in recent weeks by the California
Farm Bureau Federation. Included in the list was interpreta-
tion of the Alien Property Law and "other matters in connection
with the removal of Japanese from restricted areas. (FBM,
Aladeda Coe, 3/42, ps10, 043) The March, 1942 number of the
Orange County HNema oérrled e news 1ltem to the effecy that
Japanese had hesitated to work their ground while the decision
wag pending on whether or not they could ataﬁ. Much land was
idle ﬁhieh would normally be planted. It was expected that
arrangements would be made for the harvesting of ecrops nou'
ln.' "It 1is aipeotod that the Farm Bureau wili be called upon
considerably during the next few months to assist in prevente
ing stoppage of production, enable proper steps for conserving
the property of loyal citizens and be of general assistance
in the emergency." (FBN, Orange Co., 3/42, p«16, c.3) The
following month Orange Co. published another neﬁs item which
gtated that since the evacvuation order, the Farm Bureau had
been acting aa.a_clanring house for Japanese who manted to dis-
pose of property and others who wanted to take it over. The

JACL had set up an office to help in these transactions.
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Arrangements had been made so that acreage would be under the

operation of the new people for the duratlop or would pass
completely into their control. On Marech 17, a representative
of the FSA had set up an office in Santa Ana to supervise
matters of continuing production and to maintain proper
records of transfers, leases, etc. The Federal Land Bank
would act as custodian of property where necessary. The
article stated that large numbers of Yapanese had arranged
for moving to other parts of the United States "and it is
expected that a large percent will not need to go to the
transfer campss.." |FBN, Orange Co., 4/42, p.8, c.l)

That anyone interested in obtaining Japanese vacated
lands should contact the Sacramento USES office, was announced
in the April, 1942 Solano Co. FBM. (FBM, Solano Co., 4/42,
Pe26, €e3) The ifay, 1942 Monthly of lMerced Co. carried an
announcenent that Japanese vacated lands were being handled
by-tha lierced FSA office. (FBM, Merced Co., 5/42, p.3, .

2 & 3) The Monterey Co. Monthly reported that the FSA had
stated that most Jppanese land, equipment, and machinery had
been disposed of in the Salinas Valley. (FBi, Monterey Co.,
5/42, p+3, c+2) Orange Co. reported that by April 28, 1942,
less than 500 acres of land in Orange “o. formerly farmed by
Japanesa had not been taken over by others. Almost all of
the Japanese had made arrangements for someone else to act
for them or had sold out completely. Within Orange Co., &
large percentage of the land left by the Japanese was taken

over by established farmers who enlarged their acreage. Only
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about 200 farms had been taken over by inexperienced people.

The Orange Farm Bureau was attempting to prevent storage for

the duration of farm equipment which would be needed. (FBN,

Orange Go., 5/42 )

——

%__aw—f“"“xff;;’evacua;ibn had been completed, the Farm Bureau
Federation continued to take an sctive interest in the Jape-
anese questions. During 1943, the Monthlies reported the
appointment of committees to investigate the Japanese sit-
uation (FBM, Sen Joaquin Go, 2/43 p 12B, ¢+l and 7/43,
pe 12F, ¢+2), letters of commendation to General DeWitt
following his famous "A Jap is a Jap" pronouncement (FBM,

San Joaquin co.;'a/43, pe«12¢, c+2), and results of surveys
such as that made by the Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce.

That report stated that about 15,000 Japanese who lived oute
side the evacuation area and about 5,000 who left before the
evacuation order was lssued were not in the relocation camps.
In regard to the Chandler Committee report it stated: "The
difficulty of an accurate determination is perhaps emphasized
by that portion of the report by the Chandler Committee, which
Qtatea that 19,963 Japanese cltizens of militery age were
preplstered by the Army in 10 reloeatlon centers; 6%, or 1181
of these volunteered; 24% or 4783 answered "no' to the loy-
alty question. %he highest number answering as disloyal was
gomething over 50% at Manzenar, and the lowest, approximately
2% at Minidokneses There can be little doubt that at least the
504 indicating their disloyalty are not to be trusted American

oltizens, and there is a grave question that 2% represents the




total, or anything like the total disloyalty in the other camp.
(FBN, Orange Co., 5/43, ps 12, c.l)

There have been many post-evacuation gtatements and rese
olutions made by the county farm bureaus., These deal mith
the release of stored Japanese-owned farm equipment, the use
of Japanese labor in agriculture, the releace from the re-
location centers of Japanese citizens and aliens, and the
deprivation of American born Japanese and Japanese allens of
the usuval American civil rights in the postwar period. Ine
¢ luded in these civil rights are the right to live anymhere in
the United States, the right to use or own land, the right to
ecitizenship of thoac born in the United States, the right to
exercise the privileges of that cltizenship ineluding suffrage,
and the right to an education.

The first resolution in regard to the release of etored
Japanese-owned farm equipment was reported from Tulare County
in November, 1942, The Tulere Board of Directors requested
the California Farm Bureau Federation to conslder ways and
means to use this stored equipment. (FEM, Tulare Co., 11/42,
Pe3, e 2 & 3) The Los Angeles Monthly HoXrENPYRAXin) BXPFES -

% reported that their Directors concurred in a resolution
gent out by the Celif. Farm Bur. Fed. asking for the sale

of Japanese owned farm equipment and tires. (FBM, LesAe Co.,

11/42, p. 12A, 0¢+3) The January, 1943 San Joaouin Co. Monthly

reported a similar action by the San Joaquin Directors. (FBM,

San Joaquin Co., 1/43, pe 12G, ¢e 1 & 2) A Committee was




appointed to draw up a resolutlon after investigation of the
T )

equipment available. (FEW, San Joaquln Go.ikp. 12B, C«d &

pe 120, Cel) The Merced Directors at thelir meeting on Jan~

nary 16, 1943 sppolnted a committee to work nith the Merced

Gounty USDA War Board tomard the release of 1d§§ Japanese

owned equipment. (FBM, Merced Cos., 2/43, p.22; ce2)

The Orange Gounty War Board took the leadership in make
ing Japsnese owned equilpment available in Orange Co. The
Farm Bureau assisted. Thirty-five tractors were stored in
orange Co. (FBN, Orange Co., 3/43, p«ll, c.l) Shm At the
February meeting of the Merced Coe Farm Bureau Directors,
the County Wer Board informed them that one of their number
had been appointed to work with the Farm Bureau Committee on
the problem of getting the idle machinery into use. (FPEM,
yereed 00s, 3/43, pe26, ¢+2) The Solano County Ulrgctors at
their Mareh 1,1943, meeting heard a letter from the State
Farm Bureau asking that fermers who knew the location of
mechinery owned by Japanese to notifg that office. (FEM,
Solano 00e, Ds 26, C+3) The State Directors et thelr March
meet ing epproved a motion urpinp early release of Japanese
eéﬁ?;;ét%fhwﬁﬁe aeoti&hgo} a resolution passed by the Sage-
rémento Directors on April 27 ealled for the selszure of
Japenese farm implements and their distribution to farm
groups at fair prices. (FHi, Sacramento Co, 5/43, p«22, c.l)

The Gallfornia Farm Bureau Federation Virectors at a
meetiﬁg held May 25-27 passed a resolution to set up 2 com~
mittee to study idle Japanese machlinery and report back thelr

findings to the Board at a later date. (FBM, Alameda CO.,




In the Fall of 1942, the National Student Relocation
@ouncil wae morking to have college students of Japanese de-

gscent released from relocation centers and placed in colleges

outside of the Western Defense Command. At that time, release

to a college was the only possible may to leave a center. The
Fresno Farm Bureau Directors on November 12, 1942 possed a
resolution protesting the sctivities of the National Student
Relocation Council and sent their resolution on to be presented
at the conventions of the California Farm Bureau and the Amere
{eon Farm Bureau. The resolution stated that they did not obe
ject to education, but that there was a manpower ghortage,

their own boys mere belng taken out of college for militery




gservice, that Japrnese should not have preferred treatment
"but should take their place in the production so necessery
in the prosecution of our efforts towards the successful con-
clusion of the warj if the Japanese did not want "to assist
in the mar effort™ they should be "interned for the dwation”,
(FBM, Fresno Co., 12/42, p. 124, ¢+ 1, 2, 3) The Directors
neglected to state just how it was possible to take ones
place in production while confined to a relocation camp.

An editorial in the Orange County News of April, 1943
entitled "Nobody Wants Them" suggested that those members of

Congress who voted for the release of Japanese from camps

ghould be made to take them into their own districts. The

editorial continued that most of the difficulty was with the
old fokks whose ties were with the old country. That gener-
ation would soon pass away and then the question would be only
that of the rights of United States citizens of Japanese par-
entage. That, stated the editor, was a much simpler problem,
but he didn't offer his solution. (FBN, Orange Co., 4/43,

Ps 3, Cel)

The Sacramento Directors at their March 1943 meeting
mere offered a resolution from the Ft. Sutter Farm Bureau
which urged that all Japanese be kept out of California. The
Directors agreed in principle, but several phrases of the
resolution wmere not acceptable and it was returned to the
Ft. Sutter Center to be rewritten and presented at the next
meetinge (BBM, Sace. Cos, 4/43, p.26, ¢+2) The resolution
woe reintroduced at the April meeting and this time was

carried. It stated in part that the Ft. Sutter Farm Bureau




opposed any move to bring the Japanese back "we holding firmly

to the belief that the presence of 110,000 members of an slien

and vnassimileble race whose stenderds are contrary to the
American wey of life, cen be productive of no good to State or
Nation™; they urgéd the American Legion, the Native Sons, and
other organizations to continue their opposition to the return
of Japanese, both alien and citizen, as it would cause "unrest”
in the populations. (FBM, Sace C0., 5/43, p«3, 6.3 & p.22, c.l)
The May meeting of the Orange Co. Farm Buresu included a
lengthy discussion of the possible return of Japanes: to Cal-
ifornia. It wes stated that any removal of the Japanese from
{nternment camps was dengerous; Other communities would
develop the antipathies found in California; any effort to
mix Japanese with the rest of the population would serve to
increase racial differences rather than to decrease them.
Sec. Marks of the Farm Bureau stated that he had attended a
meeting of the Los Angeles Chember of Commerce at which of=-
ficials outlined a procedure to survey the sentiment in Cale-
ifornia on the return of the Japanese and have that senti-
ment brought to the attention of the War Department. A res-
olution was pasgsed at the meeting which urged that;
1) Interned Japanese should be kept in the camps for
the duration of the war "et least”,
2) The only exception to the above would be work crevs
handled by U«Se. Army guards, sald crews not to be
used in California.
3) The control of the camps should be given to the Army.

(FBN, Oranpge Co., Peé, Ce3)




The meeting of the California Farm Bureau Directors
held Nay 25-27, 1943 passed a resolution opposing the ree-

lease of Japanese to or within California for the duration

of the war. (PEM, Alameda Co., 6/43, p. A one

July meeting of ‘he Fresno Co. executive committee a resolution
was pasged stating that there had been much agitation for the
release of the Japanese; that there could be disastrous eon-
gsequences if the Japanese were released; that it was impos-.
sible to tell the loyal from the disloyal; therefore, they
opposed any releace of Japesnese from the relocation camps and
recommended that the eamps be put under the control of the
Army. (FBM, Fresno Co., 7/43, p«.23, ¢. 1 & 2)

A conference of the State Farm Bureaus of eleven western

states was held in Colorado Springs, Colo., June 28«30, Vice




Plans to deprive the Japanese of their civil rightse

after the war are found as early as Narch, 1942, At the

March San Joaquin CGo. Directors meeting, Director Lyons said

that he was a member of a State Committee to act on the eslien

gitvation. He saild that the committee had met several times




and that there was no use for not prosecuting under the
aléén land laws. He wanted e San Jogquin Farm Bureau to
have an action committee¢s "The Arm§ is going to move them
out, but me should have a commiftee to see that they don't
come back". The President

committee and asked him appoint the other members. LFBM,
san Joaquin Co., 4/42,/p. 26, €+3 & p. 27, c.1) &

The West Turlock Farm Bureau Center went ©On record as
favoring & constitutional amendment denyihg citizenship to
any person holding dual citizenship d asked the county
Farm Bureau Board to endorse theip resolution. It was re-
ferred back to West Turlock for/redrafting and presentation
at the next meeting. (FBM, Syandslaus Co., 7/42, p.22, c.3
& Do 23, c.1) The August Monthly noted that the resolution
was tabled and referred Yo a committee fof further study.
(FBM, Stanislaus Co., 3?42, ps 23, ¢«1) Th 4£anlalaua Goe

/
Directors at their September meeting held a diseussion on

dvual citizenship. ;% was emphasized £hat only a constitutional
/

amcndmeni could t%kﬁ citizenship £fom a person born in the
United States. (EBM, Stanislausd Co., 10/42, p.3, ©.2)

The Board of Llirectors the Cal ifornia Farm Bureau
Federation recommended Qn vestigation of the educational
program being carried on/for the interned Japanese. They
felt it was unfair to let them continue iheir collepge educa=-
tion while American bé&a were teken out of college for mil-
itary service. (FBi, 4lameds Co., 10/42, p.9, c.l)

On December 12, 1942, a resolution prescnted from the

Lafayette Farm Bureau Center was passed by the Directors of




The San Joaquin Farm Bureau. The resolution stated that the

Japanese government had been engaged in a peace mission in

washington at the time of Pearl Harbor; that this act demon-

strated "the treacherous and underhanded methods of this

race™; that "because of the most urgent military necessity

the Japanese have been moved to resettlement centers for

the protection of our west coast, the reason being that most

of these people cannot be trusted in the exerclse of the

duties as citizens of the United States of America®; there-

fore, they recommended that the necessary legal actions Dbe

instituted to disenfranchise and deny citizen Hiﬁ to all

Japanese. Coples of the resolution were t0 be sent to the

Celifornia Farm Bureau Federation and to other organizatlons

"engaged in accomplishing the purpbse of this resolution”. %

(FBU, San Jdoaauin Co., /43, p4 12C, c6.l) ____,,ff”////
A resoiution was unanipdusly passed at the January 27

meeting of the Santa Barhdra County Directors to the effect

that Japanese farmers oudd not be allowmed to compete with

white farmers in holding farm land. (FBM, Santa Barbara Co.,
2/43. p‘aa’ 003)

A group of California State Senators introduced a
measure into the California Legisleture for the purpose of
restricted the Japsneses This measure, S140, has some amazing
features as some of its provisions ere not almed at the Japan-
ese people residing in California, but are orders to the Japan-
ese government. As summarized in the Orange Co. fgng, its main

provisions are these:




the San Joaquin Farm Bureau. The
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1) Japan must release claims on dual citizenship.
2) Japan may not promote business interests of Japanese
residents of California.
3) Japan;sc language schools must be abolished.
4) Japanese children must be educeted in American schools
and throw off any loyalty to the Japanese government.
5) There must be no selling of ehildren ilnto marriage.
6) Alien land law enforcement must be tlghtened. |
(FBN, Orange Cos, 3/43, p+18, c3)
A resolution Introduced from the Capay Cente
proved by the Sacramento County Directors at L////
1943 meetinge Thie resgolution aeked Congfess to initlate
legislation forfelting the citizenshif of those holding dual
eltizenship; to bar Japanese frow citizenshipj The resolu-

tion also contained a section relating to the ownership and

leaging of property by Japsnese, but the j}}‘ila were not

givdn. (FRII, Secramento Co., P22, Cel)

The San Joaauin Co. Directors at their June 12 meeting
accepted a resolution oripinating at the Roberts«Unlon Farm
Genter. It stated that the United States was at war with
Japan; that Japanese people own farm lands and business
property in Californiaj; that it was to the best_interest
of the white people of California to exclude Japanese from
the ownership of farm lands and business properiyj that
the culture and training of Japanese makes 1t impossible
for them to fit themselves to our standardsj thsraforc,‘
the]roquestad the legislature of California to have the

Real Lstate Lepartment enter into negotiations with Japanese
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for the purchase of their property at a fair market value.
A falr market value is to be arrived at by committees rep-
regenting real estate associations in the counties. Afte
the state became the owner of these lands, they were

sold to service men on long term payments. (FHM,

quin Cos, pes 12G, cel, 7/43) At their meeting fhe follow=
ing month, a resolution was pasced which proy ded that the
peace treaty with Japan provide for the dqpértation of all

aliens and citizen Japanese who had beeyféialoyal. It wes

later moved and carried that all Japgpése be barred from
the West Coast and that all Japanes ; if some legal means /L//

could be devised, should be depopted after the war, (FRUM,
San Joaquin Co., 8/43, pe 12A,/6. 1 & 2) It mas reported
to the Directors at this me¢fing that the Western Reglonal
Conference of Farm Bureaus/Reld at Colorado Springs in June
backed up the attitude of/ Cqlifornia agriculturist against
the return of the Japandse Yo the West Coast. (FBM, San
Joaauin Co., 8/43, pe« 12a, d.1)

A resolution which originated in Post 83 of the American
Legion Board of Directors of Merced Co. was endorsed by the
llerced Cos Farm Bureau Direptors at their July, 1943 meeting.
The resolution stated that phe Japanese were a menace to our
security; that many enteref the country in violation of the
immigration lawg; that they did not assimilate put preserved
their allegiance to Japanjy |that they had violated the alien
land laws; that the practl of dual citizenship made the

native born a threat; therejthey requected that;




All alien Japanese be edeported after the war

Dual citizenshlp be lnvestigated by a committee of the
Californias legislature.

If necessary, those holding dual cecitizenshlp should lose
United States cltizenshipe

If this be lmpossible without a constitutional amendment,
such an amendment should be made.

Violations of the alien land lew sghould be investigated

in the various counties.

Immediate action should be teaken by the District Attorneys
of the counties when violatiﬁna.of alien land lawa were

diacovered-‘




THE ASSOCIATED FARMERS AND EVACUATION

The Associated Farmer, the publication of the California

Associated Farmers, ga published only intermittently. Between
January 1942 and September 1943, the following months had no
i{ssue: 1942--July, September, November, December; 1943-~jan-
uvary, February, April, lay, June, July, August. Only two
items relating to Japanese evacuation were found in the 1ssues
published between January 1942 and September 1943. The first
of these appeared in the lasue dated January_ﬁ?i’}gﬁgqgnd
stated that the executive committee recommended the use of

Japanese labor in agricultural areas under military supervise

ion "and with due regard for the safety and the successful

prosecution of the war", No date was given for the actlon

of the executive committee. The mecond was reported in the

April 16, 1942 issue. It was & news item to the effect that

— e ————— T AR

District 5, composed of San Joaquin Valley farmers, had
adopted an eight point program, the eighth point of which
was "Removal of enemy aliens and potential fifth columnists
ag soon as possible from all of California™. Coples of

this program were sent to President Roosevelt, the California
Congressional delegation, Governor Olson, and the members of
the California Legislature. Again, no date is given for the
edoption of the program.
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The California Farm Bureau Federation, a menmber of the
national American Farm Bureau Federation, is organized on a

0 . county basis; Most of the 58 counties in California are x=
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jifit(l:ﬁ time trying to find a solution to the Japanese problem as 1t

represented and many of these publish their own monthly journals.

Ray B, Wiser made a report to the Califorrfia Farm Bureau

/Cirectors in Jsnuary. He reported that he had spent considerable

related to maintaining production and at the same time "controlling
L9 5 b

= | ¢he situation as it rslates to us." (FBM San Josouin Co., Jan
3. :
AAM?ﬁ?”d 1942, p. 29).” January 3 the Directors of ths Kern County Farm
Xt ~ :

/Pureau met and passed a resolution reguesting the Kern County

Lafense Board to maka a survey of Japanese agriculture activities

'l. LN QM@

in the county and it was recommended that Japanese be permitted to

Fﬁﬂf"q engage in agricultural asctivities in as ncérly mormal manner as

possible "but only under aderuate supervision to ensure the
e

safety of our people and our country. YEBlU Kern C;,Jan, 1042,

p. 7). January 10 the San Joaguin County Directbs discussed the
Japanese cusstion. The consensus of opinion was that the Japanese
should be allowed to stay in California away from defense areas

——
and to work under supervision by a board set up for that purpose.

(FBM San Joaaquin Feb, 42, 0.27). January 17 the directors of

Merced County Farm Bureau requested the otate Attorney General

to look into abuse of the Alian Land law, January 17 the

Directors of Tshama County Farm Bureau approved Senator Metzger's
action

rexpiution in the legislature backing up a rssolution that the

state should not employ anybndv "who might be an enemy to this

country." (FBil Tehama County, Feb. 28, p. 27)
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did not make a publlic statement on the evacuation issuesin the

critical period. (2)

{2) The only comment found was a statement by W.A.Ayres,
editor of the California Grange News" (Februﬂry 25, 1942)
to the effect that the "30,000 honest-to-goodness farmers
composing the Grange throughout the state are alarmed over
the" proposalito place alien Japanese in camps in rural
areas in California to be used as rural labor" in the
belief "such concentrations...would be detrimental to the
public safety." . (Tolan Hearings, p. 11283)
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In' Fabruary there were other resolutions on the matter.
Congressman A,J.E11i1btt asked ‘th= Fern County FB on February %X 6

what tha effect of removing the' Japanese would be, On Feb 7

FR Stockton, President, replied that

white farmers can produce anything better than the
( ! . “Japa: and ‘it was the conseensus of opinlion that the
%TC§ sooner the Japaness are removed from the Pagific
Coast the Detter it wili  be for all of us,

On February 9 Stockton again wired ETTiott that

concensus of oninion of county wide committees
organized fof purpose of studying agricultural labor
i i'needs ‘for 1942 1s'‘that a1l Japanese including
)J citizens should be removed from west coast area,
,—F} One Japanese by ‘destroving ‘power or water facilities
t could destroy more crops than all Japaness grow.

On‘-‘Febriuary 11 the Directors of the San Barnadinoe County FB °
passed @&l resolution urging that
every possible step be taken to’ pemove all Japanese
from the Paclific coast area for the duration fmm
of' the war, and that public' agencles cease from advocating
the leasing of California farm lands to Japansse, either
American’ or foreign born for the duration of the war,
and futhrer, that our law enforcement agenciass
tak=' immedlate stens to enforce the California lein land
law,
On February 14 the Directors of the San' Joaquin County FB
passed a resolution petitioning the Governor and Federal authorites
to declare martial law in the state and urging that the alien land
It declared Japansss farmers not essential,

law be enforced, The #lameda County FB tonok a position similar

to this county's (FBM Alameda Co. March 1942, p. 12)

On'February 19 the' Lns Angelas County Directors passed a
resolution stating that it wast thie'‘consensus of opninion that all
Japahese', i citizen”and” alien, be- confined t¢ concéntration camvs

in'the® interest/'of national defense, (FBM LA C., March 1942 p. 3)




Mr. Floyd Oles, Manager of the “ashington Produce Shippers

Association of Seattle, was"'ington, released a prepared statement(4 )

.' /febore the Tolan Committee hearings on _ . l942,

Jwmile. Pointing to the serious effects on crop production if the
Japanese were removed he Ivebiremisax 1nd}’cated his approval of
the p|an to sqt up defense zones and 1icense loval and essential
persons to wﬁ;k within it. Wholesale evacuatidﬁiﬁoﬁid be, in
Biddle's pg;ds, "an economic waste and a stupid error". It was
his fiqﬁ”belie thet

these aiiens supervised as they are by the
F.B.1I¢ or as thev may be by additional
1mi;iistrative provisions, are certainly no
detriment to the public security when they
anb digging in the soil in agricultural aress,

TZ ) Tolan, p.114gé;11432
In supplementaryﬂfﬁmarks, Mr, Oles, defegded the supervision of

aliens as quiteffeasible xnid but decliyéd that dangerous aliens
should certainly be "removed to = dﬂafénce.“ He felt that the

/
/

separation of loyal from disloysl qépanese would be, xxxntth,/
r"f.l

:n;xnthnxxgxn!nxx extremely 4iff ult but it would be' so mith
—aas other citizen. After pointing to the possibility or danger
to the Japanese if ther were an invasion, he concludgd his remarks

by pointing to the "c’ommerqéal motives" of many ipdividuals
f V4
advocating evacuation. jf gf
/
The Olympia Oyster Growers Protective Assqciation of Shelton,

Washington, issued a staﬁement €or the Tolan’@ommittee, indicating

s
¥ |

their satisfaction with the Japanese as workers xat hoping that

they would be allowed, to remain to work pn the oyster beds, but
that if they were removed they will b [given full protection of
person and property and treated kind'y, as their conduct
in the years we have known thém surely merits better treat-
ment than many of our people’would give them. (

T ) Tolan p. 11283
—-——‘




on Feb. 27 an Agricultural Economlc Confersnce, attented by 77

farm lead=rs and representatives of federal, state and county
agricultural agencies met in lMonterey Park. They passed a resolution
to the effact that a large p=srcentage of vegetable crops in L.A.
County were produced by Japsese in areas from which they were likely
to be moved and the Japanese had not ctoninued full scale operations.
The Army should act to clarify the situation sothat other farmers
could take over the land. The areas from which removals were to be
made should be sufficiantlv comprehensive so that no further

removals would be necessary during the crop year, A Faderal
custodian tn administster the proproerty of esvacuees was recommended.

March
(FBM L.A.Co. M=xx 1942,pl. )

The Fabruary issue of the Orange “Younty Farm Bureau News

stated in an editorial that it was hoped that whatever would be
done about Japanese avacuation would he done in a well -planned
manner, with the least cost to prnduction, maximum protection to
the public, and the maximum justice to those Japanese loyal to the

United States., (FBM Orang=s Co. February 1942, pn. 3)




F.1 PBood and agric. orgs.

According to ....

L]

. there were Vagiington during 1941-42.

-1,_

Weme of these associations exppessed themselves on the

AFT LR erprecat Lgsi F

question of evacuation; 2 were in favor of it, 2 were ‘epposed.
e S R e T Contct Lo —
Ne R /D) The Valley Protective ASsoclation, at a meeting in

\

" Auburn, passed a resolutionfon Februsry 28, 1942, urging that
se race" be removed "to a place

distant enough to insure the safety of our war industries"

holding that "the J nese are a menace to the continuous
on of our factories and the conservation of
mber resources; and (that)..these Japanese
. are/all of the same race and physical characteristics

/that no 1line c¢an be drawn between citizen and
ien or between loyal and dislovel." ( )

Tolan’hearings, p. 11523

/Executive
The/Secretory of the Seattle Retail Florists' Associatlion,

Mr.fisahel Curtis, Jr. issued a statement on March 2, 1942 ( )
1) Tolan Hearings, p. 11610

speaking for the membership in which he deleclared that "our
'experience has shown us that the majority of Japanese, American
or alien born, are not American citizens in the true sense of the

word and we wholeheartedly endorse any program of evacuation."
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THE CALIFORNIA FARM BUREAU FEDERATION

AND JAPANESE EVACUATION




ameda Ce,, Farm Bur. Monthly reported that a Farm Bureau com=-

mittee had met recently with A CGeneral Warrman to dis-

cuss the enemy alien sitwdtion and

-~

similar to that’paﬁgh by the San/Joaquin C dard of Dir-

ectors. Ses above. (FBM, Alarfed B.) 3/42, p. 12, 6.3)




TJLM N S

tural activities in the county and,t Japanese be permitted
to engage in agricultural ac ties in as nearly normal
manner as possible "b only under adequate supervision
ensure the safe of our people and our country".

Co., 1/43,D.7, ¢.2) A director of the Napa C6. Farm Bureau
asked "hop far do we want to have the Jgpaﬁ;se the principal
vegetable |men in Californiia, and adyi’éd the wnhite man ii/pdé

prepared tio raise the quantity gf”éro required". jﬁyﬁ;nt

to get sufficient food. FBM, Napa Cpe., 1/42,//.5, c.l)

on to say that we may have to lay aslde our preaudibes in order

The Orange County Farm Bureau News (5 thefcnly one of the

monthlies which indluged L,n editorigk comment. |An editorial
which appeared in- February, 19 hoped that whafevar would be
done about Japanese evacpyzftion would be done in a well-planned
manner, with the 1 t cost to production, the maximum pro-

tectlion to t public, and the meximum justice to-fhose Jap-
M

angiififfgl_te~fhﬁfﬁﬁizzé States.

pzs, c.3) And in April, 1942, the Ora

were dangerous.
would be moved first
parentage \mould hdve to be lef
peared thag\
l e plans for an abrupt evacuation and to

(FBN,




January 10, 1942, had much discussion on the Jgpenese question.
It was reported that the tomato canneries weye flavorable to
the Japanese because they would raigse tomat/oes under almost
any contract and not complain. It was felt that this was one
of the qauses for low prices. Another fmember astated that

35% of the tomato acreage and 50% of fhe tomato production

of the county mas grown by Japanese., Japanese, he sald,
mever farmed poor land. Another mgmber stated that he had
"glways been obsessed with the idgéa that the Japsnese should
not own a foot of our soil"™, He felt that many of the leases
Lg;;-questionable. This member/said that the concensus of
opinion at the state farm burgau was that "we should use
Japanese labor to tide over /our shortage of labor and not

put them into concentration camps, but supervise them".

There was much discussion/ of this aspect of the question, and
the concensus of the San/ Joaguln Directors at this time wes

that the Japanese should be allowed to stay in Celifornia

set up for that purpose. (FBM, San Joaguin COo., 2/42, De

away from defense arizs and work under supervision of a board

16G, c.2 and p.27, Gol)

meeting received a telepram from an pMidentified Tr. A. Joe
.____-—F""-——— - = :_'-

“were removed from the West

/ /
continued and,ﬂfeﬁgté by other labor. Nf. BEll

/

nat Mthe sooner the Japs mgré ren

~




thing better than the Japanese". (FBM, Kern Co., 2/42, pd, c.2)

At a meeting on January 17, 1942 the Directors of the Merced

County Farm Burgau heard a s {;;edt of facts concefping Jap=-

anese farming _

riculturist in/ Santa, It wa ’%oved and carried
that a letter!be nt to the Statfe Atton ;§ Generall and ig the
State Farm Byredu Federation asking

land law be Yooked into. (FBM ,M

o;s of Tehama
uvary 17, 1942. (FBM, Tehama Co.,
2/42,. p.27, ¢.2) .
An Agricultural Economic Conference, attended by 77 farm
leaders and representatives of fpderal, state, and county
agricultural agencies, was held/on Februery 27, 1942, in
Monterey Park. They passed a resolution to the effect that a
large percentage of vegetable drops in Los Angeles County wmere
projuced by Japanese in areas from which they were likely to

be moved. These Japanese, due|to uncertainty, had not con-

tinued full scale operations. |Other farmers were available to
take over their land. Therefore, the Army should act at once
to clarify this situation, and|the areas from which removals

were to be made should be sufficiently comprehensive so that

no further removals would be nﬁcessery during the crop year.

The resolution also requested the federal government to desig-




nate a custodian with authority to administer the property of

those required to move. (FBM, Los Apfeles Co., 5/42, p.c, C.2&3)
ferced County Dlregtors ard;a let ter from Ptate

President Ray B. Wigker stafing Ahat evasion of] the Gqﬁifofuia

nd Law had [been dijscifesed by the Boar? of Uirect

offie

and action was beihg takej to carry om an inJFStigat one

letter|was also relad from/ the Atty. General'

that anly concrete levidencle of violatlions of this la

to that\office. ( BM Melrced Ci;::if De 3, c.l) Pre

kWiser»was present at a_ meeting of the Los Angeles County Dir- |
e

ectors held.en 'FEbruary 19. He told the uos—Ange
thagrzgggétgte Board at thiiz_iggggizjﬁpeti
>

followiné programs;

1) All Japanese prop;

2)

3)

-

4) No subt fuge as to le
I'/. /‘

//// should be allowed.
(BN, Los AngelesGovs—37/42;

The 8 February meeE}ﬁé’of the San/ Josquin Co. Directors
had as much discussionfés the January jon the Japanese problem
and thils time three,ﬁétlons were carried. The “halrmaﬁ of the
Legiglative UOmmiyége asked where the Rapﬁneqe wereﬁkiding the
guns they were qupposed to have turned\ « He wgdndered if the
district attoruéy and sheriff didn't hai&

, pow to search for

\
them. He was/told that a search warrant w necessary for




=

each place to be searchedt It was sugpested thai/}héf

Bureau should work with the American Legion a
"to straighten this out".
Joaquin Farm Bureau should

in regard to using

member sai "I for one do ndt feel that me shduld have a
lace unless we have a\string on him." |The following

three motions were carried: |
"That the Sen Joaquin Farm Bukeau Federation takes the
stand that the Japanese farmelrs are not esgential in
the production of food and fiber for our national
pOlicyo"




. The Dinuba Center of the Tulare Co. Farm Bureau drafted
a resolution on March 25 which wes presented to the Tulare Co.
Board of Directors at their April migt{;g. It stated that
Japanese moving into Tulare Co. ﬁrﬁﬁ the restricted areas were
causing serious problems. Thg €ommunity did not wish to be a
"dumping grbund for Japs tpat are considered undesirable in
other areas™. Japanese, 1t said, were purchasing property
shoning that they intg¢nded to become prfémanent residents.
They therefore appedled to Gen. Dewitt to have Ares I extended
so as to include g1l of Tulare Co. This resolution was adopted
unanimously by the Tulare Co. Board on April l4. (FBM, Tulare
Go., p:3, ¢.1)/

The Alameda Co. Monthly reported a State Board of Dir-
ectors meeting held Aprtll 14-15. Presidéﬁ¥ Wiser felt that
government agencies were acting tpo”Siowly to prevent serious
interruptions of produce due};d‘ﬁhe moving of the Japanese.

P

The Board felt that: A

1) ALl necessary action should be taken by the military

authorities pélremove the danger of fifth column or
gsabotage pf/alien or American=-born Japanese.
2) The antf-alien land law should be vigorously enforced.
3) The,éktent of the removal of the Japsnese from Pacific
Cgast areas should be left to the judgment of the mil-
//itary-autporities.
(FBﬁ, Alameda Co., 5/42, p.12, p.3)
At a Directors' meeting of Fresno County held on June 4,

a motién mas made and carried that the proper authorities be




e

counties which published magazines which-werse-not—obbe-lnabie

wm—amrsﬁmmw. San. liego mas

obtainable for a few wmonths of the period January 1942-September
M‘Wd each month for that
t mendy—two—Trort T PETON. Same county magazinss—always—laoclude
¢ oples—of—the—winutes—of the directors' meetings, others meraly
glue pesHnes—of—tire—importart=topics—tEREN UD Dy —the—diredtors.
g¢ Llvidies reported from-such-connties as San Joaquin.

The Jepanese—setiviiles of the Califorpia Farm Bureaus

CoR—be—dtytded—tTt T TOUr groups. 1he first of these IncTude€s

t re—preweveeret o TTETT I TENE, Staterende——ana—re-eodu-t-lons.;




The California Farm Bureau Federation through
various imExai county organizations was actlve in

promoting a sentiment for evacuation. ‘On Yanuary

24, the :acific Rural fress reported the results

of a survey and a two-day conference by the State
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importance of Japanese agriculture in California; third,

the activities of the Farm Bureaus and other agencies In as-

~tow t-
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contacted and urged to have the péﬁmoved from the eastern

part of Fresno. It was fi ly\&qpided to mn%ely state that

tgég were worried over e possiblé‘damage Jaﬁanese could do

to power lines, etc., ‘east of highway 99. Thej asked that

they be" confined asg closelx/éa possible fg their place of
rasidegce. (FBM, Fresnotgé., 7/42 p.22, c+3)

| The various Farm Bureau Monthlles reported surveys on

the extent and importance of the Japanese in Celifornia ag-

riculture. In general, these findings agreiglwith the stand

of the Western Growers Assoclation--that the Japanese were
not a major factor. The first survey rgported dealt with
Orange County. Thls survey, altho nogfﬁntirely complete,
showed 10,565 acres farmed by Japane é of which 869 acres
mere owned. This total included 221 acres of citrus. Slightly
more than one half of the poultr production in the county in
Japanese hands was controlled by American born Japanese. (FBM,
Orange Co., 2/42, p.13, ¢.2) fOne Kern Co. dipector reported
at their January meeting that efforts were being made to make
a éurvey of Japsnese owned /and operated lands in that countye.
(FBM, Kern Co., 2/42, p.3

At the March 19, 1942 Los #npgeles Co. Board Meeting there
was a lengthy discussiop of thé extent of Japanese farmlng
activities in the counfy. It was believed that the production

of small vegetables, guch as radishes, table onions, mhich had

-

been grown by dJapane e,could not be replaced exactly as before.
The essential crops/ it was believed, could be replaced. A
survey had been made in Yanuary which showed there were 1560

Japanese operated farms with a population of about 7500.




1391 produced vegetables and berries, 80 produced poultry, and
30 were miscellaneous farms. 87% of the vegetables produced

in Los Angeles County was produced by Japang;pd‘ Some vege-

tables, such as celery, were produced 99%-by Japanese. Z{%O%

of the California vegetable supply wag produced In Los Angeles
county. Of the 26,000 acres formg¥ly operated by Japanese,
4500 had been taken up by Amerj€ans by the date of the report.
Deals were pending for at leést 1500 more acres. It was thought
that labor would be the biggest problem. Japanese famllles
performed 44,000 man mghths of labor, which would indicate a
deficit of 4000 to 5000 persons. It was announced that the
federal government/had established an Evacuee Property Depart-
ment to assist Jgpanese with their affairs. There had also
been' set up a War Time Farm Adjustment Program under the West-
ern Defense @ommand which would assft in financing. (FBM,
Lids B0s, 4742, P+3, 63 and'P, 16B, &.1)

Orange County in May reported that Japanese evacuation
had meant moving about 1200 from the farms of the county. This
acreage in many cases was being ¢ énged to crops which required
little hand labor. "However, geveral farmers who heve depended
upon Japanese laborers have /ad difficulty in replacing them."
(FBN, Orange Co., 5/42, pfl3, c.2) The May issue of the Monterey
Co. Monthly stated that/according to a survey made 1n December,
1941, there were apprfximately 120 Japanese farmers in the
county who controlléd about 5300 acres of land. (FBM, Mont.
Co., pe3, c.2) The chairman of the vegetable department of

the Sacramento,éarm Bureau stated at the June meeting that
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much of the acreage left by the Japanese would be lost as it
did not receive irrigation and other attention at the necessary
times. (FBM, Sacramento Co., 7/42, p.23, c.l)

Under the title of "Farming in Los Angeles Younty under
War Conditions", C. V. Castle, Farm Adtisor, reported in the
Los Angeles Yo. Egy‘for September 1942 that there had been
little general response to the "Food for Freedom" signup which
took place previous to Pearl Harbor. The article contained
the following: "However, the Japenese, probably feeling that
some thing might happen or in tgyfgg to deceive us, signed up
almost 100%. They also respégaed in the registration of horses
altho fem of their horseg’could have been used by the Army."
(FBM,.L.&. Co., 9/42, /5.3, ¢.2) The Ventura Co. Monthly re-

ported that newm vegé€table crops on land taken over from the

Japanese were getting into good shape. (FBi, Ventura Co.,

10/42, p.22, ¢ g

The Assistant County Agent for Sen Lulg Obispo County,
J.J. McNamara, had an article in the February, 1943 San Luls
Oblspo Monthly in which he said that gespite Japanese evac-
vation, production in the past nineg/months was better than in
previous years. Both white and FAlipino growers had taken over.
The article stated that there d been a 10% 1q33fiig/in‘produce
marketed in the United States/in 1942 over 1941. There had
been a slight California de ease particularly in the Los
Angeles market. This, he Atated, was dvue to labor shortage
rather than to evacuation. The article concluded: "When we

discuss with the groweryg their successes and fallures and




future plans, it becomes cl hat tt growers are

. actually doing a bett

were doing in 1941." (FBM, S.L. Obdspo Co., /43, p3, t.l)
~——— T ¥he Farm Bureau offices were active in attempting to help
golve some of the problems arising out of evacuation, partic-
ularly that of furnishing inform;tion in regard to Japanese
controlled land now available to others. The “lameda Co.
Monthly for March, 1942, listed the problems on which assist-
ance had been given members in recent weeks by the California
Farm Bureau Federation. Included in the )ist was interpreta-
tion of the Alien Property Law and "other matters in connection
with the removal of Japanese from restricted areas. (FBM,
Aladeda Co., 3/42, p.10, ¢.3) The Mgrch, 1942 number of the
Orange County News carried a news ltem to the effecy that
Japanese had hesitated to work thelir ground while the decision
was pending on mhether or not th¢y could stay. Much land was
idle which would normally be plgnted. It was expected that
arrangements would be made for/the harvesting of crops now
in. ™It is expected that the/Farm Bureau wlll be called upon
considerably during the next [few months to assist in prevent-
ing stoppage of productlon, gnable proper steps for conserving
the property of loyal citizgns and be of general assistance
in the emergency." (FBN, Orgnge Co., 3/42, p.16, c.3) The
following month Orange Co. [published another nems ltem which
stated that since the evac afion order, the Farm Bureau had
house for Japanese who wanted to dis-

|

pose of property and otheris who wanted to take it over. The

been acting as a clearing

JACL had set up an office to help in these transactions.




Arrangements had been made so that acreage would-be under the
operation of the new people for the durati or would pass
completely into their control. On Map€h 17, a representative
of the FSA had set up an office Santa Ana to supervise
matters of continuing productfon and to maintain proper
records of transfers, leages, etc. The Federal Land Bank
would act as custodiap/of property where necessary. The
article stated thay” large numbers of Japanese had arranged
for moving to ojher parts of the United States "and it is
expected that/a large percent will not need to go to the
transfer canps..." |FBN, Orange Co., 4/42, p.8, c.1)

That anyone Interested in obtaining Japapese vacated

lands should contact the Sacramento USES off ce, was announced

in the April, 1942 Solano Co. FBM. (FBM, S¢lano Co., 4/42,

p«26, c.3) The May, 1942 Monthly of Mercéd Co. carried an
announcement that Japanese vacated landg were being handled
by the Merced FSA office. (FBM, Merced Co., 5/42, p.3, c.

2 & 3) The Monterey Co. Monthly repoyted that the FSA had
stated that most Jgpanese land, equipment, and machinery had
been disposed of in the Salinas Vallpy. (FBM, Monterey Co.,
5/42, p.3, c.2) Orange Co. reported that by April 28, 1942,
less than 500 acres of land in Orange Co. formerly farmed by
Japanese had not been ta&en over by|others. Almost all of
the Japanese had made arrangements flor someone else to act

for them or had sold out completelyd Within Orange Co., a

large percentage of the land left bthhe Japanese was taken

over by established farmers who enlarged their acreage. Only




ihe—ertorert-of~wer+ The January, 1942 San Joaquin County
which

Farm Bureau Monthly published a resume of a report




