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THE WESTERN GROWERS ASSOC IATION
AND JAPANESE EVACUATION

The Western Crower and Shipper is the monthly publica-

tion of the Western Growers Awsociation, formerly known as
the Western Growers Protective Assocdation. The Western
Growers Association is composed of large-scele operators

who produce vegetables primarily for the Eastern markets.
The publication was examined from December, 1941 through
September, 1943 to deterrine the attitude of the Western
Growers Assoclation to the evacuation of Japanese from
California. The magazine carried many news items in regard
to evacuation ineluding the preliminary announcements of the
army3 the propress of evacuation, relocation, and resettle=-
ment; and announcements in regard to Japanese-grown erops,
land, and farm equipment which would be of business lnterest rn ©

to members of the Association. >w3

FMAJC
There was no evidence in the Western Grower and Shipper

that the Western Growers Association took an official stand
on evacuation. There were many editorials and articles,
beginning as early as the February, 1942 issve, mhose theme
was that the Japanese were not important factors in xhm veg-
etable produetion in California, particularly in production
for the Eastern market. Variations on this theme recur eon-
stantly from February, 1942 through July, 1943. In the
Spring and Summer of 1943, two items appeared which reported
. opposition to the return of the Japanese to the western

gtates.




The first news item concerning Japanese evacuation ape
peared in t;; March, 1942 issue under the title of "Army
Takes Over"™. It declared that the land included in Military
_Ezg;ﬂi_;;;g;ood 85% of California vegetables exclusive of
potatoes and that Military Zones I and II ineluded land on
which practically 100% of California vegetables were produced.
Despite these facts, the article continued: "Qalifornians
who are well advised as to the economics of the California
vegetable industry and yet feel that the removal of persons

of Japanese blood fron coastal and even inland areas is a
military necessity, hailed the Army's announcement as the
first step taken toward a sound solution of the alien problem
on the West Coast." The article concluded by urging Japanece
about to be moved to deal with the new tenants for the sale
of their equipment and animals as production would be delayed
if the new tenant were to take over and find essential equip-
ment lacking. (WG&S, 3/42, p.7, €.3)

The April 1942 WG&S gave a chart of the acreage of var-
ious vegetables grown in Loes Angeles County and estimated
acreage of those vegetables grown by Japanese in order that
members contemplating looking for outlets in the Los Anpgeles
market might know where shortages were likely to exist.

The figures given for the most important vegetables are given

below:

Tatal Acreage Japanese Con-

trolled Acreage
Snap Beans 2,100 2,000
Cabbage 3,700 2,800
Carrots 4,000 3,000
Peas 700 700
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Vegetable Total Acreapge Japanese
Controlled Acreage

Market Tomatoes 4,000 2,500
Beets 700 700
Brogccoll 700 700
Celery 3,000 3,000
Caulif lower 4,000 4,000
Corn 5,300 800
Lima Beans 2,000 1,800
Lettuce 1,200 1,000
Potatoes 1,400 200
Agparagus 1,600 400
Spinach 1,300 1,200
Canning Tomatoes 3,500 1,500
(weasS, 4/42, p«8, o+ 1 &8)

Land owners leasing farms to Japanese end farmers want=

ing to operate Japanese farms, and Japanese now operating

ra}ms, were urged in the April, 1942 issue to report to the

WGCA to see the Farm Security Agent who would help in fair
dispositions of farm land. (WG&S, 4/42, p.8, ¢. 3, and
pel6, Gs1)

Beginning with the July, 1942 WOXS_ there mere news
{tems concerning the progress OfxEERELXX relocation, par-
ticularly the sgricultural activities in the reloce tion
centers. The July, 1942 issue reported that 10,000 acres
of Mississippi Delta land in south eactern Arkansas would be
cleared, drained and put into cultivation by Japanese evacuees.
Emphasis at this reloeation center, located fifteen miles
north of Arkanses City, would be put on the production of
food for the evacuees and crops to meet national needs.
(WoxS, 7/42, pel0, cs 2 & 3) The August issue reported that
a second Arkansas relocation center consisting of 8,000 acres
of potentially productive Missiesippi delta land had been
gecured by the WRA. (WG&S, 8/42, p.5, ¢.l)
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Another item in the July, 1942 issue was to the effect that
evacuees to Heart Mountain Relocation Area near Cody, Wyomlng
would developf lend for irrigation andaoproduce needed crops.
They would carry forward irrigation and land development work
already begun by the Reclamation Bureau. (WG&S, 7/42, ped)

That Americen cltizens of Japanese sncestry who had never
lived nor attended school in Japan could obtain permits to
leave relocation centers and aocépt jobs outside of the Western
pefense Command was reported in the September, 1942 issue.
(WG&S, 9/42, ps 21, ¢+3) The November , 1942 issued announced
that the Army had concluded ite task of moving Japanese from
all West Coast strategic military areas by November 1. (WG&S,
pe22, ¢43) The results of a survey made at the Rivers Center
mere also reported in the November number. That survey
ghowed that evacuees in that Center would not be avallable
for work in Arizona outside the relocation center because all
were needed on the project for agricultural work or for work
in "a plant for essential wartime operation". (WG&S? 11/42,
Pel5, 0e2)

In April, 1943, the W0&S announced that negotiations
had been started to permit moving some Japanese from the Gila
Center for work in Arizona deiries. These people would get
"indefinite leaves™ from the relocation center. The news
{tem added that the records of all such applicahts will be
thoroly examined by the military authoritlee and that the
Japanese must have jobs waiting for them before they may

leave the centers. (WG&S, 4/43, p«6, 0.2)
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The April, 1943 issue carried an appeal to "eut red

. tape™ in order to make it possible for farmers to obtain

badly needed farm machinery which had been stored by Japanese
who were then in relocation centerss. The OWI had sald that
a "limited quantity" was stored. Said the WO&S:
"Iater investipation disproved the statement and
gshowed a reported total of 267 tractors stored
in Los Anpgeles and Oranpe Counties alone...If
the government cean take the farmer's spare tire,
it should be able to take the idle Japanesge-
owned farm machiner, he (Frank H. Kramer, Calif.
Dept. Agric. superv{sing inspector) said, an
opinion held also by John M. Gault, chairman
of the war advisory committee of the Los Anpeles
County Council, and by the American Legion, the
State Chamber of Commerce, and numerous farm
groups and legl@dators. It was reported by
lir. Kramer that many vYapanese evacvuees had been
requested to sell their equipment but that most
had refused and many had written insolent anse
wers to the request." (W.G.&S. 4/43, p.12, ¢.3)
A discussion of this cguestion is continued in the June
issue which reported much agitation for the use of this
machinery. Federal agencies, according to the article,
maroly'made gurveys which disagreed as to the amount and
number of machines and implements owned by the Japanese, or
made promises to 1nvést1gate the legal aspects of purohaaing
or selzing the equipment. At the time of the writing,
Fresno's District Attorney,Thuesen had started preparations
to seize the equipment and put it to use. Thuesen acted
under & recently enacted California law which gave the atate
the right to condemn the machinery. An appropriation of
$150,000 had been made to financed the purchase and the
State Director of Finance was to obtain the machinery by the

payment of just compensatlon. (WG%S3 6/43, ps13, ¢.2)




There was an item in the February, 1943 issuve in regard
to a suit filed by Nobuo Hirametsu and Noburu Iriyama,
representing the General Farming Company of Cuadalupe against
LeRe Phillipe, T. Paul Dalzell, and Ps Re F. Marghall who
had been in charge of the General Ferming Yompanye The
plaintiffs claimed that since trusts were executed in lMarch
of 1942, no returns had been received for the operation of the
General Farming Company. (WGkS, 2/43, pelS, ¢« 1 & 2)

Practically all of the editorials and grticlaa aritten
on landholding and removal of Japanese were designed to
prope that the Japanese were a negliglble factor in the
Californis produce business. Reported in the February, 1942
WokS was & survey made by an unnamed ”rgaponsiblg agenpy“

which showed the following percentage of vegetables produced

by Japanese; Imperial Valley 5%, Salinas ares under 1%,

Arizona under 1%, other sections of California 3%. The
largest econcentrations of Japenese growers were said tﬁ be
in the coastal areas of San Plego, Orange, Los Angeles, Santa
Barbera, and San Luls Oblspo Counties all of whom producéd
for the Southern California market. (W0&S, 2/42, p«l9, 0.1)
The figures of Japenese controlled acreage in Los Angeles
Gounty quoted on pages 2 and 3 would indicate that other
counties of the state must have had an almoat O0f of Japanese
produced vegetables to obtain the figure of 3% for California
exclusive of Imperial Valley and the Salinas areas--assuming
both sets of flgures to be correct.

Also in the February, 1942 issue was an editorial
entitled "Elimination of Japanese Aliens from Coastal Lands

Will Not Affect Production of Vegetables for Eastern Ship-




ment". After announcing the order for the evacuation of

. aliens from certain areas, the W0&S continued:

"It should be sald here, and at this time, that
the action of the Justice Department in remov-
ing aliens from cocastal California was not the
result of the pressure of civilian groups within
the state, but came in due course after a thoro
investigation of conditions by the Army, Navy,
and FBI, with certaln cooperating but voecally
silent civilian help. Unfortunately, the efforts
of some selfish land holding individuals to keep
aliens on lands where they never have been(%?7),
and the obviousgly commercial motives of certaln
others to get rid of them, added greatly to the
problem of orderly investigation and planned
evacuation.”

In regard to American born Japanese, the editorial stated
that they would give up their farming operations willingly
if asked to do so because as citizens they felt that no
gsacrifice would be too great. Then followed this amazing
statement: (Italies mine) "Few own their own homes, due

to California's Anti-Alien Land Laws... For this reason,

evacuation will not work the same hardship as would be the
case with other cltizen-groups.” The Japanese, according
to the editorial, grow vegetables for local markets ané not
for shipment. "There are practically no Japanese in the
production of vegetables for camming and processing.” But
around Los Angeles and in the Santa Maria-Guadalupe districts
a large percentage of the operators are Japanese. This

will be a matter of dislocation rather than permanent curtail-
ment of the vegetable supply as other areas will grow what
had been grown around Los Angeles. The WO&S added: "In-
cidentally, the alien Japanese element are going out of the
wholesale produce trade in Los Anpeles, and many of the

large firms are on the market for a few cents on the dollar."
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The editorial concluded by stating that meny people overlook
the facts that a great deal of the Japanese-grown coastal
vegetables are out of season ones for the winter market=-
peas, string beand, summer squashe Under war conditions,
people ean do without these. Also, the Japanese themselves

have not by any means done all the labor but have been hirers

of Mexican and Filipino labor. (WG&S, 2/42, PeT, Ce3; pPeB, col}

and pe L7, Gele3)

The March, 1942 issue carried an editoriel on the Todan
Gommittee hearings on proposed Japanese evacuatlon. Sald
Wo%S: "The Committee is concerned only with the economle
effecte of such a gevere dislocation of population and the
consequent problem of re-settling sueh a group." The Come
mittee had heard much testimany on the part which Japanese
play in California agriculture. The WG2S wished to point
out to the Tolan Committee that such a study requires analysil
of already published data rathgr then testimony from people
who might not have the background to glve their‘teatimony
value. (W0&S, 3/42, peT7, Col)

"gyacuation Speeded" is the title of an article in the
April, 1942 Wo&S. The only gshortages likely to occur due to
this speedup in the last days of March will be in the L?a
Anpgeles and Santa Maria-Guadalupe districts lﬁ-mézgi;:a&y
planted acreage may not be able to make satisfactory arrange-
ments for continuance. An advisory Office of Agricultural
Goordinator had been set up for the purpose of replecing pro-
duction on lands vacated by Japanese farmers. The FSA had

been given supervision of securing operators for evacuated
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land, but operators for all lands had not been found. It was
gtated that the curfew regulations had also interfered with
the normal marketing of vegetabless (WOkS, 4/42, pe7, 03 &
peB, Ge1l) This same issue had an editorlal to the effect
that with the Jabaneae géne, the Los Angeles market would
depend on shippers from the Mountaln States. Housewlves

in the Los Angeles area, it stated, had at last found out
what carrots should look like and taste like as they began
to get carrots shipped in from the Mountain states and from

Imperial Valley. (Wo&sS, 4/42, p.7, ¢.1)

The vegetable industry became worried over a rumor that

the Japanese mere to be placed on a self-supporting basls and
that the WRA wanted to plece Japanese with agricuvltural bagok-
grounds in e position to group vegetables to be sold in come-
petition with those grown by "americans". It was heerd that
the Japanese in Arizona would attempt to grow the same type

of vegetables mhich they had been growing in Southern Calif-
ornias The WO&S d1d not bellieve that the climate would

allow thiss.sexyxmsrexinpsriantyxihmixixNasexEyPpEEXBEX

If they were to grow the types of vegetables that mere normale
ly grown in Arizona, it would flood the markets with vegetables
whiech for the past five years have been over-produced in
Arizona. The WOLE proposed that the Japanese grow enough to
feed all the canpa and also to try to grow such things as

Pima cotton, Russian dandelions for the rubber programs, and
other needed natlonsl defmnse items. The article ends with
the hope that the WRA would not engage in a poliey which

would ruln the Ameriecan fermers who had taken over Japaness

farms. (WO&S, 6/42, p«12, co 1 & 2)
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The dunc, 1942 issue contained an editorial entitled
"pime to Clean House?" It stated that evacuation had been
completed, but that there was no shortage of vegetables for
the loeal markets. Labor would be the big item if shortages
did occur. But the publiec would blame them on the absence

of Japanese rather than on the general labor shortage.

"japsnese farmers never contributed more than 25% of the

labor needed on their own farms; Wexicans and Filipinos

were hired." Some of the people who had taken over Japanese
lands had been doing more harvesting than planting and there-
fore shortages were ahead. The editorial continued on the
theme that some of the land which had been farmed by Japane
ese wag usable only thru subsidiese-the "subsidy of an un- :
American standard of llﬁing“. These lands should be elimine
ated. The price increases so far had gone exclusively to the
retailer. "...on the date of this writing, the wholesale
price range on vepgetables in Los Angeles is no higher than
last year, yet retail pricea are up." The editorial cone
sluded with the now familiar theme that the Japenese had
always been & minor factor in the state vegetable industry.
"There mere but 6,000 Japanese farmers of all kinds in the
State; even if 5,000 of them farmed the 225,000 acres of
veg&tablea eredited to Japsnese control, the average would

be 45 scres per farmer, and this is high, the average would
be nearer 20." The Los Angeles market is now contacting
shippers to make up the deficit ereated by the departure of

the Japanese. "The evacuation of Japanese from such sections




of Qalifornia as Salinas, Imperial Valley, the Delta, etc.

where large scale mechanized vegetable production has long

exlisted under white American control, has scarcely caused a
riffles" (WS, peB, €433 pe9, Gel} p:l7, c.l)

The cover of the June issue was an attractive photo-
graph of rolling, cultivated lande Inside it was explained
that it was a seection of San Luis Obispo County now unplanted
due to the removal of the Japanese. The explanation conecluded:

"While this lack of planting in this and certain
other areas might worry the layman, those who
really get about physically and mentally in the
gtate's vegetable industry know that if one sece
tion is not dropped to commodities known to be
in demand, other sections will take up the bur=-
dens Our wmell established, white American
farmers, mho have long been the backbone of the
weatern vegetable industry, do not ofien over-
look an opportunity for profit.

"As a matter of fact, it 1s just about time we
began to realize that a great deal of the land
farmed by Japanese is submarginal unless sub-
sldized--either in money or lowered standards of
livinge They ghould have given way years ago
to lands where production under American
gtanderde in agriculture was possible."

(woas, 6/42, pe7, 6.2)
He Jo Ryen, County Agricultural Commissioner for Los
Ange les County is quoted in the September, 1942 W0&S to the

effect that of 25,000 acres of vegetable land left with op-

erators in Los Angeles County when the Japanese were removed,
only 200 acrees were not at that time back in productione.
(Wo&S, 9/42, ped, 0e3)

The editor of Colliers had apparently written an edi-
torlal saying that Californla growers were "pellyachers" who

eried for help in thelr harvests "aimply because the Japs




who used to do it are in internment camps". Countered the
editor of the WG%S: "It is surprising, of course, that a
member of the editorial staff of one of the Nation's greatest
publications should have swallowed the ¢lever Japanese-ine
splred propaganda that Yapanese were indispensable in
California agriculture, and has helped them in using this
propaganda to curtall food production." Qollier's editor,

he continued, could have learned that Japanese were minor
factors in Western agriculture, and that they performed
little labor themselves, employing llexicans whenever possible.
(WG&S, pe 23, co 2 & 3)

The December, 1942 issue earried a yearly rebort by the
managing secretary of the Western Growers Assoclation as well
ag a general review of the years The managers report stated
that a digslocatlon in the industry occurred when Japanese
were evacuated from Military Zones I and II. Thie dislocation
did not affect shipping groups so much, but it did affect
prices in cltles near which there had been large Japanese

operated truck farmse Prices skyrocketed, and the secretary

-‘\"iuf"f [Adle

"
warmeg retaillers to keep their prices within re z En, or OPA L o,
bul -

AL_ o LU

ceilings mill be placed on the-1n3§§¥¥§? (wea:s, ps 45, 0.1&2)

The editorial this month 1s a backward glance over 1942,

This revien stated that altho the Japanese had produced mostly

for the loecal markets, thelr removal to Relocation Centers did

affect serlously the food production pileture in California.

It made necesgsary the production for large cities of vegetables

by "shipping gromers" which were fqrmerly grown by Japanese.
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The first step was to havé "white Apericans" take over prope
ertles evacuated by Japaneses Although these people were
gometimes not as experienced as Japanese "And most properties
relindquished by Japanese were continued at a loss, the result
has been meny new and strong white American truck men and
market growers". The review concludeds "It may be said,
however, that the impact of the sudden removal of the

Japanese (there were only 6,000 farmers among them) has

already been absorbed and our food production program ade-

justed to meet the new conditiona." ' (VG&ES? pe7, 03 & psB, cul)
The labor pioture is bleck, but the removal of the Japanese

ig not the eauses The Japanese farmer was dependent en.ﬂox-/f' /L,/

/

ican labor, and if he were farming at the end of 1942, hg///
would have the same labor troubles as others. fﬁﬂw'ﬂﬂ//‘,,,fezf”_ﬂ’
In July, 19453 the Santa Barbara County Agricultural
Commigsloner reported that the total vegetable crop acreage
planted for harvest in the county in the fall of 1942 was
10,508 acres against 10,629 in 1941l. This, says the wass,
refutes "the general opinion strongly held in many quarters
thdt evacuatlon of Jdapanese from the Pacifiec Coast would
result Iin a drastic reduction in vegetable acreage with a
consequent shortage of production". (WG&S, pel0, €.2)
The lssue of April, 1943 reported:;
"eesArizona Farm Bureau Federations...went on record
as opposing allowing Japs within the area and ex-

pressed fear that both the Phoenix and Salt River
valleys may become over-populated with Japanese.




"phe Federalion committee recommended that Japahe
ese should be confined to relocation centers and
made self-supporting if possible; that the Army
ghould heve jurisdiction over all Japanese, and
that a group should be organized to create a pro-
gram for the care of the Japanese after the .war.

"O.De Miller, Arizona grower-shipper, reported to
the group results of similar action in the Arkan-
sas valley of Colorado which is now being popu=-
lated by Japanese owners and operators.”

(WGkS, 4/43, p+23, 0.2)
The June, 1943 number reported increased feelling apgalnst

allowing Japanese to return to the mestern states. "...

strong prossufe ig being put on povernment officials by

western factors to prevent their return, at least for the
duration.” A Senate Committee recommended application of
the draft to all Japanese, internment of disloyal Japanese,
end placement of the loyal in a working area where military
authoritles consider it safe for them to go. The article

continued:

"of a total of 19,963 male Japanese citizens of the
United States in draft age, only 6% sald they
would volunteer 1if permitted for service in this
country's armed forces.

"westerners point out that it is almost impossible
to dlscern & soe=called loyal Japanese from one
disloyal. Present requirements merely call for
a gstatement under oath vowing loyalty to the
Unlited States.

"Obviously, the polnt out, such an oath could be
taken to satisfy governmental repgulations yet
thelruaincerity could be questioned at any
time.

(WG&S, B 6/43, pe18, 03 and pe«20, 643)
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Mr., Earl Warren G'l
Attorney General qz//'
State of California ~
Sacramento, Californla

Dear Mr. Warren:

The enclosed statement made at the request
of the Monterey County Defense Committee 1s being
forwarded you herewith,

We know that you have interested yourselfl
in this Japanese situation both from a patriotic
standpoint and from the point of view of enforcing
the long dorment Alien Land Law., We trust that
your office will make a sincere effort to eliminate
as many of these undesirable aliens from the lands
of California as is possible at this time. Let
me assure you that our entire Organization, composed |
of some 125 members shipping approximately 75,000
carloads of vegetables annually from the States
of California and Arizona, is behind you squarely
in any action you see fit to take in this matter,
looking toward the elimination of these alien
enemies in our midst.

//ﬂifurs very brnly,

S, V. CHRISTIERSON
President

SVC : BT
Enecl.
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THE VEGETABLE AND MELﬁN IINDUTRY OF CALIFORNIA AND ARIZONA
4931 EAST SEVENTH STREET MICHIGAN 9441 LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA
C. B. MOORE, Managing Secretary

Salines, Galifornie
Janusry 3, 1648

¥r, L, ¥, %ing, Chalrmem

lanterey County lefense Comulttee
United States Department of sgrileulture
Salines, Cal ifornis

Dear Hr, ¥ing:

mgg:wly- withémmﬂ ra“:l:nwgm
TR lmportence of Japanese v rovers

the vegets production ouﬂoak.@m 1942, the following
1s sudbmitted:

rom date obtalned fron Seeretary U. B, Hoore
of the Western Croweras rrotective issoclation with
hesdquarters from Secretary Austin
f': mi‘c?ﬁ: ia 8t mm’v mb:;;a: W
: arnia & Jnes ' 1
tione nade mmuamﬁunu?mm
rather eppalling figures appesr whieh you will note
on the enclosed chart,

mmawemwpmmmam:w
the number of growers In that distriliet, but ju 13
the aversges in the other distriets of about sores
per grower, it would be falrly safe to say that there
are between 875 and 600 growers in the Sants Maria
Valley, Lompoe, fHents Barbare County, snd San luis

»
Cbispo County, or imately 1 ]
10 vegetable Srotestien in Gallrernis Ged Arisuady
i an to take the liberty of quoting in part

from the statement of the Santa Serbara County Fearnm
Sureen whioh 1s l1icable to conditions throughout
gslifornia and Arls: ] ;

" Japsnose farmers are very sbusive to the land and
farning operations with relstion to proper :
proper fertilisation, & ‘Erumw do not the
proper stepa to conserve soll, acreages operated
by the Japencse fsrmers are the cholce mcresges in both
valleys; for the reason that imerican farmers have
not been able to compete with them due to thelr low
stenderds of living and the lm&W w ilgh the Japanese
work, not only themselves, but thelr famillies, Au{ land
wiieh 1g out of production because of the cancellation af
Japenese lesses can and will be readily taken up by the
white farmers of these districts.,”
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Yours very truly,
v

r
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e M,w i h...m
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Sarbare County

Imperisl Valley
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California Vegetables

Salinas, California M

January 10, 1942

Mr. William Cecil, Director of Agriculture
State Department of Agrioculture
Sacramento, Califormnia

Dear Bir:
Sam Hayes om his Sperry breakfast program,

his program, snd over International News Service,
information they state came from you to the effect

vegetable food production.

In substance the above is the information that i":lamu to us, and
we are heweby very foreibly protesting against any such information be-

Ve are in war, and we are not shooting marbles
least, we are astounded that one in your position would §
such information end we are going to take the nnouary tols to see
that it does not reocccur. |

The actual percentage of fresh vegetables grown
shipped in Interstate Commerce can be carefully ocalcula
actual check of carlot and truck shipments of those o
by Japanese farmers, both alien and citisen Japanese. ||~

We know that in round numbers, Los Angeles ¢
to the total of around seventy-five percent of the fresl

in other California cities is produced by local gardners adjacent to
those towns, some of whom are Japanese, We don't beli

the exact perocentage.

¥We who have been in the industry a long time know every fresh
vegetable deal in the State, make this positive sta that if all the
Japanese gardners regardless of nationality or citisenship, were takem
completely out of Lhe state, to look at it from the very worst angle would
mean that a ocomplete readjustment would ccour im not to exceeda five months
period when not only as much goods would be produced but undoubtedly, more
goods and generally speaking as far as vegetables are Towmd, better goods.

Again employing round numbers, there are appro tely 70,000 mnl\
in the Salinas-Watsonville distriot being farmed to fresh vegetables, of
which less than 6000 are farmed by Japanese. In the Imperial Valley shippers

K



there who know, state that not over ten percent of the vegetables growm
and shipped in Interstate Commerce are produced by Japanese. In Yuma,
Arizona, which is a heavy producer of carrots and lettuce, the percentage
is even much smaller; and in Phoenix, Arizona, amother heavy producer of
lettuoce and carrots, the percentage is approximately like that of the
Imperial Valley.

In the Guadalupe distriet, up to now the Japanese have combrolled
the production and distribution, and because of the tremendous leverage
they have on the Los Angeles market, have been able to control that
market, but as an actual matter of fact, the proration which Has been em-
ployed by and with the sanotion of the State Department has resulted in
only about half of the production of lettuce being harvested and cousumed,
the balance has been thrown away or disced under im order to hold up prices
and control the movement of lettuce and other commodities on the Los Angeles
market.

If the Guadalupe Japanese acreage were eliminated the control of
the Los Angeles market without exploitation would go back into the hands of
real American oitizens and the matural flow of production of the Guadalupe
Valley would go inte Californie and Interstate markets viﬂwut regulation
and control.

As you very well lmow, 1t would take only a maximum of five months,
at the outside, six months, to completely revolutionise the operation of
ranches that are now farmed by Japanese if the Japanese were removed.

And furthermore, a balanced rotation of crops could be inaugurated, whibh
is not now generally practioced by Japanese, who take out of the soll all
they can get in the period of their three-year leases, which present system
of bleeding the soil of all that it has in it eventually results in the de-
pletion of the land to a point where it becomes less productive than mar-
ginal land.

It was not our intent to publicize any part of this whole situation
on the grounds that if the information got to the publie it would very
easily result in a boycott all over the United States on the part of house-
wives as well ae retailers and wholesalers of California vegetables hecause
it would be assumed by them that most Califomia vegetables are grown by
Japanese but since you have started it, .

action against enemy aliens for which we could very well at a later date
be extremely sorry.

Purther, no information should be released by any public official
sbout any business which would be detrimental to that business, without
first conferring with either Assooiations or groups of individuals inter-
ested in that business.

As we gee it, your job is to serve all the people and the produocers
of fresh vegetables are part of the pecple. Your job is not to promiscuously

disseminate information and there should be no occasion for Ebnlhg any ’
information unless it would be of bcnoﬂ& ‘



We therefore mske this specifio request om you that in collaboration
with out Association, the Western Growers Protective Assoclation, the Los
Angeles Market Association and any other Assoclation interested in perish-

ables, cbtain the information that should be relessed to counteract
the “WMW'

Very truly yours,

/8/B. M. Seifert, Jr.

GROWER~SHIPPER VEGETABLE ASS'N
l. .ﬁ ‘Bm. nl‘
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WESTERN OROWERS PROTECTIVE ASSOCIATION /

The Vegetable and Melon m’,‘ of Californlia and Arizona

Los Angeles, Califormia
Michigan 9441

C. B. Moore, Managing Secretary

Salinas, California
January 10, 1942

Mr. William Ceoil, Director
State Department of Agrioculture
Sacramento, California

Dear Mr., Cecil:

Testerday morning I was driving from San Francisco to San Jose
when to my horror and amagement John B. Hughes quoted you as saying
that 40% of the vegetables in California were grom by Japanese and
that it behooved us to keep these Japanese working so as not to ocause
any serious mal-adjustment of vegetable production.

I can only hope that he mis-quoted you because a statement of C/
that sorteoming from the State Director of Agrioculture would be rather
unfortunate for the vegetable industry of Califomie, particularly as

the vegetable industry ever since December 7 has Joined in every move-

ment to eliminate Japanese growers from the ¥egetable picture and to

move them at least 300 miles Bast from the Peecific Ooast line or prefer-
ably, in my opinion, 300 miles due West.

It is almost impossible for me to believe that you would have
made such a statement particularly withouut at least as far as I kmow,
consulting with the two vegetable growers' associations in California--
the Western Growers Protective Assooiation at Los Angeles, and the
Grower-Shipper Vegetable Association of Central California at Salinas,

I am enclosing herewith a copy of a statement I made to Mr, L. W,
Wing, Chairman of the Monterey County Defeuse Committee, United States
Department of Agriculture, whioh covers the situation quite thoroughly.
1 have yet to talk with anybody in the vegetable industry that did not
agree with the statements that I made, and may I point this out to you,
that everyone is fearful of the reaction that Just such a statement as
yours would produce in Eastern markets. As you well know, propoganda ,
is being disseminated throughout the East to the effect that the vegetable |
business of California is Japanese controlled and for that reason should |

——.be boyeotted. Your statement has certainly added fuel to their fire, mo

matter how innocently it was made, and it is entirely possible that your
statement may produce a boyoott of Califois vegetables in Hastern markets.
I certainly hope this was not your intention, but I also hope that in the
future before making such vital statements affecting our industry, you will
consult with our Associations or with the industry in general.

Yéurs very truly,
/8/8. V. Christierson

8. V. Christierson
President
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S. V. CHRISTIERSON
CALifornia Vegetables
Salinas, California

January 22, 1942
Congressman John Z. Anderson
House of Representatives

Washington, D. C.

Dear Jack:

I notice by this morning's San Francisco Examiner that
Congressman Leland M. Ford of Santa Monica being thoroughly
xirm alarmed over the seriousness of the Japanese situation on the
Pacific Coast, announced yesterday that he would urge govern-
ment officials to move all Japanese, native born and alien, to
concentration camps.

Washington is too far removed from California to fully realize
the potential danger of 96,000 Japanese in our midst. Particularly
when it is not far-fetched or beyond the realm of possibility
that at least 25,000 of these Japanese, in the event of infasion,
by exchanging civilian clothing for uniforms are full fledged
members of the Japanese armed forces.

At present Japanese are allowed to go about and conduct their
business as loyal American citizens. Are they allowing our
nationals in the Philippines and Japan to do this? Certainly not.
But with usual American complacency and the "It can't happen
here®" attitude, we allow these yellow termites to keep burrowing
and preparing for "Der Tag" when the Japanese, as they have pro-
claimed, will dictate peace terms to the United States of America
from our capitol in Washington.

As a Californian and red-blooded American citizen, isn't it
time that serious representations be made by you to our government,
of which you are a part, to curtail Japanese activities on the
Pacific Coast?

I suggest:

1. That all Japanese, whether national or m& native born, be
required to register, producing birth certificates, and all those
who cannot produce American birth certificates, immediately be
placed in concentration camps at least 300 miles West of the
Pacific Coast line.

2. That all American born Japanese be required to report
to local police authorities at least once a week.

3. That no Japanese be permitted to leave the community where
residéng without a police permit, and no Japanese be permitted
to work in defense industries.
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N

o 4. That all Japanese be requested to move inland at least
300 miles, and no Japanese be permitted within 300 miles of the
Pacific Coast line under death penalty.

5. That the possession of férearms or ammunition of any kind
by Japanese be prohibited under death penalty. :

6. That all Japanese funds and properties be immediately
frozen and placed under control of alien custodian. Financial
interests, notably banks (who have funds loaned to Japanese)
and canneries have by insidious propaganda been able to influence
and soften the original Treasury restrictions on Japanese funds
and properties to a point where today the Japanese operate just
as if we were not at war with their government. Their representation
that the removal of Japanese from California would cause a serious
dislocation of food supplies is false. Although in some sections
they control a large portion of the vegetable industry, their
so-called domination of the industry in @alifornia actually
amounts to less than 10%-ef-the total.

i
g

I am enclosing herewith some excerpts, from "News & Views by
John B. Hughes", broadcasts of January 5 to 16, inclusive. They
should prove interesting, instructive, and the bakix basis of
necessary action to remove all Japanese from the vital coastal section

of California.

We must fight fire with fire. We are dealing with an un-
scrupulous, treacherous, blodd-thirsty enemy whose only desire is
the cong vest of the Pacific Coast of the United States as well
as the subjugation of the entire United States. -

Sincerely yours,

S. V. Christierson (s)




GROWER-SHIPPER VEGETABLE ASSOCIATION é L
of CENTEAL CALIFORNIA
Room 407 Salinas National Bank Rldg., Salinas, Californfa ——
Telephone 3941

January 15, 1942

Mr. F. B. Sun, Secretary

Filipino labor Supply Association, Inc.
c/o Caballeros de Mas Along, Inc.

116 Weller Street

Los Angeles, California

My dear Mr. 3un: i

The Filipinos and the Americans, not to mention other nationalities,
are now faced with the necessity of successfully prosecuting the war
against the Axis, and especially the Japanese. We are sure that you and
your associates fully realize that every act in each of our lives is
either for or against our present main objective.

We know how all of you feel, and when we say all, wg—includelthe
offiicials of your organizations and the prominent men of gour country,

dovn to the lowliest worker in whatever job he may have. All true
\ ADWWWMMe
taken out of our midst as dompletely as possible.

kj) The question is, how can this be best accomplished?

In any action that we contemplate, we must take into consideration
the Xawm laws of our country. These laws must be complied with, but let
us not forget that they can be changed, and during emergencies .many
times are completely abrogated.

Host Americans and most, if not all Filipinos are refusing to do
business with Japanese on any basis. Leasewm are being cancelled, deals
with shippers cancelled, shippers are refusing to buy from Japanese or
sell to them, and generally in the case of your Filipino workers,
they are f refusing to work with Japanese. All of which action apparently
is justified, but does not accomplish what we are after.

Those Japanese nationals and American born Japanese, who are loyal to ¥
the United States must be taken into consideration, but who is there
among us who can tell which are loyal and which are not. Therefore, for
the protection of the loyal Japanese, and for the protection of American

citizens, especially those on the Pacific Coast, all Japanese regard-
1{;;%%wﬁwhuwmmmmgﬁor of the
ed States, either interned or.eg.ually effective supervision so that

WO De _DowWe £55.. L0 ake-any-action-againg y_egs or

property.

r—
This war has been full of surprises, of most unusual andunexpected action.

Anything seems possible. While we have utmost confidence in our Army, Navy,

and Air Force, we have a tremendous coast line to guard, and in the event

that even a small surprise landing party were successful, ah any point

aleng the Coast, those enemy Japanese, now at large in our midst, could

and undoubtedly would join forces with the invaders and cause tremendous




gt

loss of 1lives and property, which could beavoided if they were all interned
or empounded where they would be powerless.

Tt would be far better to injure those Japanese who are loyal to the United
States than to £ind out too late that we made the mistake of not interning the
Japanese.

Tt is suggested that if it meets with your approval in your deliberations at
your Convention, that you frame resolutions along the lines outlined in this letter
and send them to your represettatives in Washingten and other parts of the United
States, to the President of the United States, to the President of the Phillipine
Islands, to all of the congressmen and senators in Washington frem California,
Arizona, and any other states from which your people have come and are now in Con-
vention. Also send similar resolutions to the governors of the interested states,
senators, assemblymen, and perhaps a similar resoluticn could be sent tc Lieutenant
General John L. DeWitt, Commander of the Fourkh Army, Presidio of San Francisco.

May we suggest again that you do not take any action which might be in violaticn
of our laws.

We bespeak a most successful Convention for you, and assure you of our heartiest
support of all constructive activities directed by yourselfes in the future.

Sincerely yours,

GROWER-SHIPPER VEGETABLE ASSOCIATION

E. M. Seifert, Jr.
President
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GROWER-SHIPPER VEGETAELE ASSN ﬁ

of Central California
Eoom 407 : - Telephone 3941
Salinas National Fank Bldg.
Salinas, California

. _ ‘ January 16, 1942
i -_‘___‘_‘—"-\
Congressman John Z. Anderson

House Office Building
Washington, L. C.

Dear Jack:

Enclosed is a copy of a letter we have gast sent to a convention of an organ-
ization of Filipinos thpoughout the state, it may include several states. The
letter is almost self-explanatory, but does not show the real reason for the letter,
which is to stop, if possible, a general boycott, which we do not feel would be pro-
ductive of good and might defeat our immediate objective, which is the complete
removal of Japanese from California,

We are not going to try to tell you what to do about this. We know that you know
better than we do, and we also know you are going to take the necessary action to make
California safe for Americans,.

Believe me, when I say that this letter and the letter to the Filipinos in Con-
vention is not prompted in any way with the thought of using the present emergency as
a means of eliminating Japanese competition. We believe, however, for the protection
of future generations of Californians and Americans, no Japanese even though he be born
in America, should be permitted to own land. Why? Because who is there to tell which
if any Japanese are at all loyal to the United States, but who dnstead are undoubtedly
Toyal to Japan, We may go so far as to say fanatically loyal to Japan, and we believe
you will find that the history of any piece of land that has passed into the hands of

the Japanese, has never again been transferred into the hands of any White.

We feel sure that you will agree that if the laws of our land Mare such that Jap-
anese, American born, can own land; eventually there will be sufficiently large number
of American born to secure an increasingly large number of acres, until finally our
entire state would be in the same category as we now find Guadalupe.

These people, you know, do not think like we do, nor do we think like they do.
They cannot be assimilated. They will not blend with our people, and since that is ,
true, they should be restricted forever from owning any land or property in our country.

I cannot give you the source, but it is more than a rumor, Jack, that in the Im-
perial Valley, a group of Filipinos met and were drawing names of individual Japanese
out of a box to be "taken care of " by those drawing the name. This action was stopped,
only by the prompt and intelligent interference of one of our law enforcement officers.




Congressman J. Z. Anderson January 16, 1942
Washington, D. C.

What do you suppose is going to happen, Jack, when the casualty lists from the
.Phillipine Islands start coming into the Filipinos in the United States, and the letters
that will come along with them or follow them, telling of the atrocities and the death
of brothers, sisters, mothers, and fathers, etc. It ¥k¥x will be a tremendous surprise
to all those who know Filipinos and Japanese, and you are among them, if some definite
action is not immediately taken, as soon as the extent of the devastation in the Phil-
lipine Islands becomes known to the Filipinos here. . ’

To avoid that very think, as well as for definite safety measures as outlined in
our letter to the Filipinos, all Japanese should be empounded or interned, restricted,
confined or have something done with them, that will make them absolutely powerless
and take them out of the reach of those who might seek to destroy #hem for revenge.

Undoubtedly, J. Edgar Hoover and his assistants and his offécers do have a pretty |
good idea of the California situation, but they would absolutely have to be super-men
could they pick and separate all the Japanese, both American born and foreign born,
who could be depended on to be loydl to the United States and those.who could not. I

Feeling is running higher and higher here, more especially among the Filipinos than
the Americans, but it would not take very much of a "match" to staet a terrific con-
flagragion.

I am fully aware that the American born Japanese has Jjust as much rights under the
Constitution as I have or you have, but certainly something can be done to remove the
threat that hangs over our heads and also, to protect that same Japanese who has American
citizens' rights. -

What can we do to help you to get fast action through the Congress, if necessary, to
interne all Japanese?

With best personal regards,

Sincerely yours,

GROWER-SHIPPER VEGETABLE ASSOCIATION
E. M. Seifert, Jr. (M.) (s)
President

(Above undérscoring and markings penciled in red)
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Mr. 8. V, Christierson,
President

Growers ve Assocla~-
tion in the Japanese umun in this State.

For the ﬁr mmt?.tm possible

« SSITME TSR B o b
the ntm H

violations of our t{Q in Cali-
fornia and - with such
violations as be to exist, I have called a
meeting of District Attorneys and Sheriffs of

- the
counties where the problem exists for Monday, Pebruary
2nd, at my San Francisco office. :

aeom with yom- offer of cooperation,
I would apprec mt organization present in
writing any m'mu t may hsn es to such violatioms,
and also mtim concerning desirable edures in
the situation, for the considerat of the law
enforcement officers cf the meeting next Monday.

With best wishes, I am
S8incerely,
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CEASKED TN

Mr. Earl Warren, Attorney General
Leral Department

State of California

Sacramento, California

Desgr Mr, Warren:

Replving to your letter of January 27 I have
endeavored to secure certain information from
other distriects, which you desired, particularly
regarding Santa Maris-Guadalupe-Lompoc in Santa
Barbara County which, however, T understand has
been transmitted in full by the County Aﬂriculturaﬁ

.Commissioner, Mr, Kellog, to the District Attorney

of Santa Barbara County and which doubtlessly
will be available for your meeting on Monday.
T have also attempted to secure this information

office but at this writing have not received any
pertinent information.,

I am forwarding you under separate cover a
map showing the location of various Japanese
controlled areas in the vicinity of Salinas, I
am also enclosing a duplicate copy of Japanese
leasing land in the vieinity of Salinas. Full
credit for this report and map should be givento
Mr, Clarence Nielsen, 232 Acaclia Street, Salinas,
and Mr. Henry Pennington, Salesman with Cornell
Tractor Company at Salinas., T believe that both
of these men can give you a great deal more infor-
mation than can be transmitted in a written report.
I am also enclosing a summary of sugar beet acreage
grown in the Spreckels Distriect, iIncluding Santa
Clare County, San Benito County, Santa Cruz County,
and lMonterey County., The first column gives the
number of Japanese growers in these various Counties,
The second column glves the total acreage grown,
the third column gives the total acreage farmed by
Japanese, and the fourth column the percentage of
acreage farmed by the Japanese. We do not know
whether these Japanese are aliens or American born

Japanese,

Ho6yd/
y A
/4 26




Mr. Esrl Warren, Attorney General-1/30/42-Page 2

Realizing that this report is extremely
inadequate due to the shortness of notice, I hope
that it might be of some small value,

I want you to feel free to call on our
Organization at any time that we can be of any
assistance.

Sineerely yours,

8. V, CHRISTIERSON
President

SVC: BT
Encls,




County

Santa Clara County
San Benito County
Santa Cruz County

Monterey County

TOTAL

SUMMARY OF SANTA CRUZ, SANTA CLARA, SAN BENITO, AND

MONTEREY COUNTIES

. ’

FOR 1941 SEASON i

Crowers

SUGAR BEETS

Total Acreage

218Y,89 Acres
4 10 PR
892.5

19,770.7

Acreage Farmed

By Japanese

Percentace Farmed
By Japanese

704.0 Acres

1036.9
176.0

TEgl

2,636,0

oy




As of August 5, 1941,

E. Higashi, Rt. 2 Box 1111, farms land owned by Mitsuo Tkeda at Togo's Shoe
in Carr Flat.

.’. and N, A, Holaday leases from Y, Yamashita, East Market Street.

Albert Ikeda, 2270 Alisal Road, leasing from Stanley Sherwood 1n Carr Flat.

May Rubota Ikeda, wife of Albert Ikeda and sister of Seiso Kabota, leasing
from Stirling Carr in Carr Flat,

Harry M. Yamamoto leassing from lMrs. Emma Stirling on old Strawberry Farm head
of Carr flat,

Ray Yamamoto leases from A. Ferrascl near
Hermit Panziera leases to a Jap near Camp Ord. (K. Hirimoto)
M. Ickikawa leases from Bill Olsen on Harkins Road.

Albert Tkeda leases Gilman Huston Place in old lake bottom where pear orchard
used to be at the Spence Underpass near Airport.

M!'!erev County Bank trustee for property Niski Farms Co. leases from
Mary Harkins on Romie Lane,

Yokavama leassing from G. W. Hunter on Monterey Highway. Yokayama ldves
0ld San Juan Road opposite Albertson.

from Spreckels Sugar Company.

Shingai leasing from Estate of Iva lMay Martin near twin bridges.

Yoshio J. Abe, Rt. 4 Box 150, Hitcheock Road, owns land.

Shigceru Higashioka, 10 McFadden Road, leasing from lrw. Vlecla Gearhart and
Josephine Tayler near Garin's Shed.

Y‘.f Kojima, P.0. Box 726, leasing from J.A. Day, Monterey Road,

Y. Matano, P.0. Box 874, leasing from M. & E. Archer, end of Central Avenue
Davis Road.

Mivako Otsuki and Okio Tabuchi, Rt. 4 Box 130, leasing from Chris Machado,
Blanco Road,

Itenia Bros. have purchased a place somewhere west of town in the area from
city limits to Legion Airport,

¢, Taguni, 50 lonterey Highway, leasing from George Olsen,
P. Yamapuchi, 190 Monterey Highway, leasing from Mrs. Chapman Tostios

Yamashita, Rt. 4 Box 170, Blanco Road, leasing from James Dolan.

1i0 Hanazoni, Rt. 2 Box 535, Sherwood Road, owns land in Carr Flat,
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ident, Western Protective Ass'n.

1251 East Seventh

Los Angeles, California
Dear Sir:

letter of

January 30t m. therein
lnd shown on the map which m
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mmum specific violations
e&u‘:mn? b -um .
oqhbbhh- of the

Very truly yours,
EARL WARREN, Attorney General

By
SHERRILL HALBERT
Deputy Attorney General
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I

Hon. Fletcher Bowron, Mayor
City Hall
Los Angeles, Calif,

Dear Sir:

We, here in the Wholesale Produce Terminal,
are 1n direct and daily contact with the Japanese
problem. We constantly see Japanese aliens doing
"business as usual" with the blessing of our. Govern-
ment when a ruthless war is being waged by their
Government against us.

It is a bitter pill to see the licenses of
these aliens renewed, while they carry on their faces
a smirking smile at what they definitely consider
American weakness. When thelr licenses come up for
renewal you are in a position to wield tremendous in-
fluence., We assure you that you will be representing
the feelings of the vast majority here if you will
fight these renewals to the finish.

By today's papers, we notice the matter of
reopening Japanese schools is currently before you.
The importance of preventing this cannot be overem-
phasised. When they are studying the Japanese lan-
guage, especially under present war conditions, they
are inescapably being taught allegiance to Japan.
The use of the Japanese language should be entirely
prohibited; it is used, under our very noses, in their
negotiations among themselves as a weapon to thwart us.
We see this done over and over here on the market.

Yours very truly, ./
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GRODZINS IN WASH INGTON
REPORT # 11
OCTOBER 8, 1942

Interview with Chester Moore, Secretary Manager and lobbyist for

the Western Growers'and Shippers! Protective Association. I met Mr. Moore

at his hotel room at 10:00 A.M. He is a large, genial man with a fine
facility for dealing in glib generalities. I confronted him in the course
of our conversation with three specific questions:
1- What did the Association do, as an organization, to further
evacuation?
g  Answer: "The board of directors of the Association simply passed
a resolvtion in favor of evacuation (copy of which he will send me) but did
not circulate this resolution among congressmen and did not advertise it
widely in California. The Association simply took the,stand because some
action was demanded by the circumstances. That was all there was to it."
Comment: That, of course, was not all there was to it. Jmmsather
piemew T have seen reference to the resolutiong,in several of the congressmen's
files as well as in a teleéram to Attorney General Warren from Mr. Moore him—
self, in which it is stated that the resolution was being sent to Warren
as "an aid in his fight.®
2- Did the members of the Association individvally favor evacuation
for commercial purposes? (The question, of course, was not put so bluntly.)
Answer: "Of course not. Farmers of our group had no commercial
motive in urging evacvation because they had practically no cémpetiélon from
Japanese. We represent large growers and shippers. The Japanese are small
growers and small shippers. The competitive factor was exceedingly small,
The reason our members actively pushed evacuation is because they have had
closest contact with the Japanese and they, more than anywne else, knew the

danger of having the Japanese in California."

3~ How about the story that farmers in Salinas incitd‘l Filipinos

to take extra~legal action against Japanese?

—1—t
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Answer: "As a matter of fact, the opposite is true. Farmers in

Salinas keot the Filipinos working seven days a week so that they would have

no opportunity to go to town, get drunk, and go after the Japanese. But it
wasra mighty ticklish situation. Several dozen Salinas boys were on Bataan
and even the whites were mighty jumpy. This accounts for the fact that
Salinas farmers, by and 1arge; were the most active in advocating evacuation.

At the same time, they did everything in their power to head off violence.”

The Protective Association offices in Los Angeles are at 1231 East
7£h St.4 One agricultural group that opposed evaciation was connecfed with
the Puritan Ice Company, Santa Barbara, who had farming interest in Guadaloupe.
Their representative is Leo McMahon in Santa Barbara. Moore does not like

~ McMahon and he might be a good man for us to see.




REPORT ON JAPANESE ACTIVITIES IN THE CUT FLOWER INDUSTRY IN SO. CALIFORNIA

Prepared by: J. S. Whyte )
. 746 Wall St., Los Angeles Cal. TFeb. 26¢ 19
John Brown )

>
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A short history of the Southern California Floral Association and a break-
down of its membership and their activities will cover the activites of all
Japanese and other aliens engaged in the growing and selling of cut flowers in
Southern California. The location of the farms of the Japanese are in so many
of the "strategic areas" as named by the United States Army that it is impossible
to ignore their signifigence. The cut flower industry and its sister indusiry,
the nursery business is one of the important soureces of income to the Japanese
population in Southern California.

1. SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA FLORAL ASSOCIATION, INC:
This Association was organized in May of 1933 under the N R A Act and was
reorganized in October of 1933 as a trade association. The Board of Direc~
tors has at all times until the present been made up of approximately the
same number of Japanese and Americans. The compilation of extensive stat-
jstice covering sales and business activities of all members has given us
a very complete record of our members for the past nine years.

2. MEMBERSHIP:
250 growers (Japanese 220, Italien 24, Cerman 22, others 153)
26 truck routes (Japanese 4, Italian 4, German 1, others 17)
9 shippers {(Japenese 1, others 8)
905 retailers (Japanese 208, others £97)
2

q
it

v
e OF EMPLOYEES:
Growing: approximately 2400

209
S
Retailing: approximately 5000 ¥ 3

4, LOCALE:
90 of the growing fields and greenhouses are goncentrated in Los Angeles
County, the balance being located in San Diego County in the ¥icinity of
Fncinitas and Oceanside. Climatic and soil conditions in Los Angeles
County are such that acreage in production is concentrated in a few areas.
The Japanese, growing field flowers and seed crops, are located in the
San Fernando Valley, with Whittier, Montebello, Dominguez Hill and Re-
dondo Beach also having large numbers of Japanese growers.

5. MARKWIS:

Retnil stores are naturslly scattered throughout the various business
districts in Southern California.
The entire wholesale industry and distributing point for 21l flowers grown
in this srea is located on Well Street in Los Angeles, between 7th & 8th
sts. There are two major markets and various smaller wholesale estsblish-
ments. The largest of the wholesale markets is Japaness owned end operated.

~ Lend and buildings of this market =re owned by the Blue Sky Investment
Corporstion, a holding company whose stock is owned by three Nisei. This
corporation leases to the Southern California Flower Market, Inc., 2 non-
oprofit corporation consisting of 160 Japonese members, (150 alien, 10
Nisei). The lessee corporstion holds large notes from the lessor.

The other large market is the Americem Florists Bxchnage, Ltd., located
at 754 Wall St., with 67 members, none of which are Japanese.

6. ACREAGE AND VALUATION:
There are 3290 acres devoted to cut flower growing of which 2140 acres ~Tre
opersted by Japenese whose nprincipsl crop is field flowers. While the
annual sales amount to approximately $4,800,000, the Japanese in growing
the cheaper crops are able to do only sbout one-half of the total business
or %$2,400,000.

7. MARKET TRENDS:
Sinco about 1935 the comparative volume of snles by Japanese has been on
the inererge. While in the retail field not only hns there been an incroasu
in ihe volume sold by the Japanese reteilers, there has zlso been a 3ub-
stantial incre=zse in the wratio of Japanese to Americans engaged in ths
Reteil field. In the wholes~le brench of the industry the Jepanese hnva
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7. MARKET TRENDS (cont'd):

7
@

not only increased in numbers but have slowly taken over severnl outlets
formerly enjoyed by Americans.

It appears thet there hes been s planned attempt to accomplish ia thae

cut flower industry what they successfully did some years ago in the
vegetable field, namely through close cooperation growers and retailers
by price control and competitive measures they have practically frozen
out the American grower 2nd reteiler. Inter-related acts of various Japan-
ese Associations (2 tremendously importsnt part of Japsneselife) have
forestalled all attempts of American growers to protect themselves when

in competition with Japanese. All Japsanese through their membership in

the various associations have at one time or nanother contributed townrd
the breeking of markets and prices in the vegetable industry. Growers hove
been subgjdized by their associations end the expense borne by other members

in entirely different sections. While Americsn Flower growers have so far

been nble to combat these activities with some success, they have been
forced in many ceses to lower their standard of living in order to meet
this competition.

Detailed information on any of the above subjects can be furnished from

the files of the Southern California Florel Associstion, 746 Wall St., Los Angelec
by J. S. Whyte, manager or John Brown, statistician, either of whom may be
reached 2t Trinity 4677.

Attached to this report are copies of various bulletins and maps which

have been mede from time to time by the above men.
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Exhibit 15 -- Statement by Asahel Curtis, Jr., Exse Seey, Seattle Retail
Florists! Assn., Inc. March 2, 1942 ral

The membership of the Ssattle Retail Floristas! Assn., Inc.. compri: sed of
4

3
Occidental and Nipponese, represent approximately 75 percent of the purchase:
Tlowers for sale at retail within greater Seattle. Membership has alwavs been

open to Japanese, American or alien born, and every right extended to anv other
member has been granted those who have joined.
3 vears we have had extensive negotiations with Japanese retailers,

growers, and spasmodic negotiations externdingz over the past 30

The following remarks are pradicated entirely upon these nesotiations. le find
oursel¥es entirely out of sympathy with this "holier than thou" attitude suddenlv
assumed since "Pearl Harbor."

We have not fTorgotten the remarks of francis X. Chiujo, for the past 2 vears
president of the Jananese fetail Florists! Assn and now participatine as the
lirecting head in the activities of the JTapancse American Vivie Leage, when he gaid
"We big now, we fight," Again we have not forgotten the remarks of the reneral
chairman of the league, Mr., James Y. Sakamoto, when he said "the Japanese do not
understand your American ways; half of tem don't even speak English; it will take
time, at- least 2 years, for them tec understa Are we to assume that thev have sud-=
denly learned "overnight" sinee "Pearl Harbor?

Mr. Thomas Matsuda and prineipally Vr. Ian11 Ito, who spoke so eloquently in past
negotiations in behalf of the Japanese and their umeﬂloln standards, even trying
on one occasion to make us believe they introduced our methdds of ﬂ“ﬂ“ tion, ﬁ%;ﬂ
no ecomment; they are both under $25,000 boni nending trial,

The Japanese infiltration into the floral industry is one of sconomic venstration M
with all its many ramifications, and indifference to all laws--Federal, ?ﬁgie i

city. This is accomplished with the bland expression "Ma, no nnderst ﬂﬂ Policing

o |
hem becomes a ““oblem of perscnally policing each and every individual,
Ve sincerely believe that leaving the Japanese, both American and alien born, on

&+

the coast &nrinﬁ u'e present emergency would necessitate individ
last one of +“ﬂm. Their lead will tell you, as theyw tﬁ1J us

i anese for TO?." Vufortnﬁﬂt*l* we admit,
YOaTS 820,

ual pelicingz of every
ago, "We will
imps enough to
nolice the ones

3
till holds true sinee Pearl Harbor, when

I
A

1h)

0o
3
n

you .ovl? "H}Ct twew tr avoid any vossibility of difficulties.
few Jap: ! they have bheen our

T T L 1 o] .

(053 tion yef'ore and since

le are quoting them when we make the followin statements, and proof

expressions may be had if so desired, "Many of the Japanese CP“U“”‘”“

bhe loyalty of themselves and their American-born children
to Janan, anﬂ the resistance of many others to being fifth eolumnists is heing severely
strained because of their unsettled status and
ettinz worse every 79”.

Ri ht in the face
Tananese-American Civ

exnresaed

drop in business, which is

to call your attention to the formation of the
Japanese trait. Tt was formed

'
e same

‘or nnlf one pUrpose—-- ame as every Other Japanese
society. The Jananese o r own group, but did anybody else
do 1it? Is there an or Italian Civie leamue? Nol IJ there were we would
run them out of the country. Our experience has shown us that the maioritv of
Japanese, American or alien born, are not American eitizens in the true sense of
the word and we wholeheartedly endorse anv prosram of evacuation, o4

Following the declaration of war we secured from the Federal Reserve Pank of

, i ; : s 2
San Francisco Bulletin No, 168 and imrediately called an emersency meeting of the

association to explain to the members of the basis upon which they could do business
-it" J',! BNeSEe ., .
1

i §

Ler c“vnfn1 congideration of the hardships we miszht expect from the lack of

i




the members, as individuals, stated that the future of
depend uron Ja;

ranese-grown flowers and many of

+ha n a 578 h_.
position into practice. Subsequent meetines have bronsht
ements.

1 anproval of the

letter is sent you with the full a
directors, and its entire contents have b

dered by
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Resolutions adopted by Valley ““ofﬁc+wv§ ! ?ﬁ_?tw;9$tiﬂﬁ held
Tath

SRS

we have & l percentage of Japanese in our population, and
'1ﬁer5hTe number i stries and timber resources necessary for the
et of the war; and
Uhereas we believe these Japanese are a menace to the continuous operation
cur factories and the conservation of our timber resources;
Whereas we believe these Tah ) all of the same
acteristics so that no line can
loyval and disloyal; and
ereas we believe that the risin ide of feeling among our people will m ke
it unsafe to leave the Japanese he fact that any action on
our part would cnly invite reprisal ¢ Y : iear Japan: therefore be it
Resolyved, That it would serve the h TL, - f all coneernsd to Temove,
at the earliest posgsible moment, all _me 2 he Ja e race G0 a place
distant enough to inr'“?_;“ jﬁ:ﬁtF_OL our war industries,” .
And we recommend that a decisi he 'Lﬁ“_'"cnce, in order that no delay may
in pleecing white in the wvalley.
T the in erops, tbuce and
ita return to the
supply + market ommoditic hbah supplies
Wlldp tenan f:;,; zht from the outside
truck *ﬂ“dﬂ 1ing on a P table basis, if brought
1 Bonneville and Grand Coulee high-tension
,=L10nb, contwnﬁ mll iong of dollars. Both the water supnlies
of Tacoma and Seattle pass through the valley and would be easy
sabotage, as well as our four main-line transcontinental railroads
rminals, with their seventv trains per day through the valley.
Thos. G. Sutherland, President
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Txhibit 26--~Correspondence from T.M. Bunn, Salinas Valley Vemetable Exchange
Selinas, Calif., on Evacuation and the farm T probiem. ™
Salinas Valley Vegeta Hl “"ch.,
Cong ohi” H. Tolan, lLos Angeles
Dear olﬂh. Please allow me to apologize for ealling you personally
phone, but the newspapers did not give us a clear-cut nicture of what
of Javpanese aliens and citizens thet are supposedly to leave this a
eitizens to liquidate their land investments?

41 3

These peopnle want to know where they can settle and what are the economic
“OS“*bjliff“” in tHe iifferant States. If other States will allow Japanese to own
and will acecept them, we want to make nlans to opgn up new deals
and 9111 l1¢u1daue our investments hers and pull out eof California.

The partnership owns outright 700 acres of land in Salinas and has approxima
5,000 acres under lease altogether in Arizona and California, It wi
time to liquidate some of our investments here.

I have enclosed a copy of my letter to General DeWitt explaining just
that we could do here loeally to help the labor °1*P‘t1 n U“lega e can use
oriental help we cannot farm these lands economically ﬂnd efficiently.

We are fighting this war to hold and further sscure chean labor. So if we can't

acure it in California, we will commence to look elsewhere.

If we are unable to use Japanese in our labor camps, could we be allowed the
use of our key nﬂ.fese—imerlcni foremen and to operate them under a “overil? t
licensing system and we to supply guards if that becomes necessary?

Please be kind enocugh to see that these thoughts are conveyed to the prover
and interested parties

Very truly yours, Salins Ia v. Veg, Exch., by

I'.M. Bunn

8.V Salinas, February 27, 1942
S

Gen. John L, DaWitt, Presidio of S8.F.,
Dear Sir: Please pardon me for taking the liberty of writing to-you but I feel
hat the situation is of sueh urgency that a clear understandinz of our labor picture

should be presented to you immediately.
As I was unable to talk to you by phone, I explainzd the situation to Colonel
111, so I am now mailing this letter to him and requesting him to see that it
to VO o
bove company is a partnership and is controlled and ovmed by Takeo Yuki,
an American-born Japanese, and myself, also an American citizen. At the opresent

.3

time we are enzaged in farming operations in the Imperial Valley, Calif., the Salt
River Vﬁ1le" 3"4”., and here in the Salinas Valley, and own and .lease land that
is being » lettuce, onions, spinach, celery, cantaloupes, wheat, and barley.
Cur deal crmﬁwi:ﬁﬁ approximately 7,000 acres of land in all three dis *‘Wﬂt”
! idition to employing Tananese foremen on these ranches (aliens and ei
on our pay roll up to Jamuary 1 approximately 150 Japanese packingsh rorke
; ns, Due to a Filipino shooting en New Year's Eve on Broadway
entro, Calif., a couple of our men were wounded. The district attorney
ﬁnere advised us that thev heard rumors that the Congress of Indus.
to c¢lean out our Jap crew and that the Filipines might he dangerouns
afety of all, advised us to move these men. e complied” i rishes
mens X 1;LV*& in El1 Centro on the Yollowing Monday.
cided to keep the Japanese truck drivers on the job,

are all citizens and have been with us every since

Salinas in 1“}5.
“"Pr alinas

their home. Aleng

more Jananese avail: n" have since lost their

working ahou 00 -‘“T““Tfﬁﬁ variocus jobs and




C n

re about to complete our labor camp which we commenesd construc cting i

1 It is located on the Pinch Road in the Blanco Distriet, Salinas.

at a cost .of | trictly modern in every respect, and has com-

acilities to men. We had .planned on putting Filipinos
n

camp but the shortage of this kind of help and in view ;He
surplus

=

ana

336 labor, we would like to locate Japanese in this camn

age this rithin a restrieted area or prohibited zone, we ecoul
arrange for guards and these men would be taken direct from the camp to our
various fields in the Salinas Valley, comprising the i 3 to Tat-

sonville. In order to guarantee further nrot ction,
partieunlarly to our Salinas area and take care of awr
acresape -with Pilipinos who are not loe

These Japanese are skil S ork as growing and harvesting of
onions and marlice. The Spiegl C camp at Clular and the H,P. Zarin Co.
camp at Castroville houwse and feed Japanese and use them for this type of work,

We have a considerable bit of the finest lﬂnn in the Salinas Valley and with
this efficient Japanese help, we feel we can be of zreast assistance to the Govern-
ment «in producing of food stuffs durine this national smergency, providing, of
course, -that this set-up is such 'that militarily it will not be inimical to
national defense.

There js_consiﬁew"“ln thought “on’ the ‘part of our own resident farmers to take
wdvantage of this s ation and attempt to ' edlonize farming areas in Igaho, New
ieco, and N“V”Tc. I know of three siuch plans.

We r° 11ize economic problems areecondary to military defens p, bubt, if during
the next few days, further Tovndq“izc are established and the status of the
Japanese in Salinas will beceme = 'ct.A, re ' wouldl approciate 1t if you would
consider allowine us the use of thls camp for nurposes mentioned,

Very truly yours, ETTT by Tell

3

e their work
1]l es 'atsonville
ted in little camps on thﬁ"e ranches,

D
D

Bunn

lr, Tom Ce Clark, Justice Depts., US Post Office Bldg., -San Franciseco

Dear Mp, Clark: At the request of Congréssman Tohn Il. Tolan, chairman of Defens

Tl‘f“t]Dn Committee, I have been asked ‘to forward-a copy of this letter on to y
e never figured that the status .of a Japanese-American eitizen would sver he

upset. Now that this has happened, all we want to know is what is the Government

or Army going to do abont this situation?

If the Japanese all have to leave, this company will be able to coonerate
effectively we lknow whether or not their investments are to be lHquidatgdand if
licensing privileges will be granted to one found to be lovals We would also lik
to know 1f migration localities will be established for future nrivate farming en-

r

terprizes. Very truly vours, SVVE by T.M, Bunn

2=

House Cormittee Investi: ‘t1u~ t*onal Defense Migration, 7ashington, D.C
Dear Mr. Cullen: -~ We wish to knowledge receipt of your letter and galley proof
of my testimony presented in San Francisco to the House Committes Investigating Nationg
Defense Nigration, Corrections on the testimonv are noted in the margin columi of
letters.

At the time these various letters were written averyone was very upset and did
not realize the gravity of the situstion., The origzinal orders from General Delit
laft our organization ecompletely "up in the air™ as to what the future plans would be.
So in order to cooperate effectively in ntlﬁ 18l defense "n* at the same time not to
impair maximum productivity and efficienevy of this company which was thought also im-
portant to national defense, we have sought to learn ways and means to conoperate with
these orders so as to ;_0111tate the transition and, if possible, to help locate these
Jananese-American citizens in new work in other than dsfanse nroclamation areas--at
all times berring in mind a set-up that wonld not be inimieal to national

Now that the issue

1|_.

W)
)

X

.

been elarified and a definite order Tor evacustion has

=

1t we cannot look elsewhere for economic development and ti
is completely in the hands of the Army and the Jananese are now awaiting Army
i rec ﬁfwcn

iggued, we realize
i d, we realize

m - .
centers, <‘he testimony presented in mv
. b
but now t . the evacua-

lottors

t;qn orde the pr nt Btatus_of,
8L 1drsS. =i ~ina .1‘)r.0n'r and, i
ﬁ1r1L VE M. PBunn
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Testimony of Floyd Oles, Menager, Washington Produce Shippers

Agsociation, Seattle, Washington

i.

Statement (prepared; pages 11422-25)

1. Tumber of aliens in Washington
2« IT Japanese evacusted, effect on crop production serious.
. Credit to Japsnese is being restricted
4. Crops affected: lettuce, peas, cauliflower, cebbage.
5. Japanese uncertain what proppects for them; plant or not?
6. The writer, manager of the WPSA, has encouraged aliens to
remain on the soil.
"I believe this action on the writer's part has had
& large measure of effect in stabilizing the situation
~and in keeping these people busy. It is becoming in-
creasingly difficulty to keep them &t work in view of
the hysteria and fear psychoiss which seems to have
gripped the people of the coast, concentreting their
attention more on our local aliens snd their children
than on the war itself,"
"It is the writers belief that these aliens, supcrvised as they
are by the Federal Puresu of Investigation, or as they -may be
by additional administretive provisions, are certainly no
detriment to the public security when they are digging in thre
s0il in agricultural areas., "

8. Approves plan of setting up defanse zone and licensing loyal
and—eIECNTIZE] persons to work within it, Wholeszle evacuation
of aliens would be, quoting Biddle, "an economic waste snd &
stupid error.”

9. Tribute to good work of F.B.I.

Testinony summarized psge 11425-114%2

Oles is mensger of the Washington Produce Shippers Association
an overdll cooperative group engeged in marketing in eastern
markets of produce grown in Exxxﬁxm Teshington , especially western,
4 cooperative, on-half being Jepanese organization; 5/%'5 of
he 2,5C0 farmers involved are Japsnese..

Major netional source of supply for pess; cauliflower impo rten t;
Japanese are curteiling production, uncerta inly, less credit.

uuparV1=10n of alien's is possible; have been combed over by FEI.
"If those evacuated from defense aress...were put on the soil in
rleces °uch as we are discussing, in the =g rlcultur 1l areas...

I havent the slightest doubt it could be done "

Pattle of morale: Japs want to meke us bring back forces to defense
const.

Widespreed lack of confidence in Government. "Statement of February
1l¢ by the Secretary of Wer snd the “ttormey General assuring the
people on tle west coast thet e public security was well in hend




wes not given any spesce whatsoever in any ceattle newspaper, .
We have been pushed around by & public hysteria which I seriously
fear may not be emsnating wholly from friendly sources. I refer,
for exampl,e to 2 person celling himself a Korean saperspy."

7« Dengerous aliens: "It seems to me they certeinly should be
removed to a distance wiere tlere would be no possible connection
between and defense plants. I am not meaning only Jepsnese whren I
say this at sll--because our preoucpation with the Japsnese is
another evidence thet we seem to rezerd our enemies ss be ing
xtremely stupid people, which they protebly are not....4ny move
made.. (should be made) with respect to eny person under suepicion
or doubtful in any way." 0

8. Separate loyal from disloyal Jepenese: "I think we can do it with
the Japenese to precisely the same extent that we cen do it with any
other citizen, and no more. I...believe thet it is going to be
extremely difficult to separate loyal from disloyal citizens, quite
agide from their racial clerecteristics or background."

9 engerous to Japeneese not to evacuste? "There is thst posgsibility...”
Mentions pos sibility of invesion; cent distinguish local Japanse from
inveders or Filipinos and Chinese. Cent distinguish Chinese or
Filipinos from Japsnese under those or normal conditions.

10« Many disloyal Americans, not necessarily German/.Italiens

11, Commercial motive: "Tlere is another angle of this thing thst

I must call to your attention, and I didnt mention it in my written
statement. I have been approached by quite a number of interests who
have # commercial motive in seeking the evacur tion of the Jeparnese.,

In this ares, farming is done...by smsll individual farmers...In our
largest competing zrea in Celifbrnia, tlie major portion of the production
is in the hands of farming corporations who do business on a grand scale.
#g one of them explained it to me on the phone the other day, "You

people heve been a pin prick inour back for a long time up there with
your gmall production, and we think now we can get rid of you."

whether thet is a large or smll issue, or activeting motive, I think
that it should not be overlooked, because I receive in the mail every
day nmor, from these people in California, considerable volumes of pro-
pegandsa on this point, eagerly seeking evacuation for commercial
reasons."

12. Need to balance public security against egricultural production.
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Testimony of H.L.Strobel, Farmer, llonterey County

"I represent (in this particular instance) the vegetable interests of
lonterey County more than any other perticular group.”

Removal of Japanese would ggt affect production of vegetables. "There
will be no eppreciable lessening of the flow to the eastern markets

and to those cenning =and processing agencies which have forermly carried
on their operations with some Japanese production."

"I think that it would be a mistale to evacuate the Japanese from

Cadifornia, and then turn them loose without any supervision of their
activities insome otherlocati-n or some other State....if there are [ |
areas within the State of Califormia which are acceptable to the rnilitaryi e
authorities where these people might be evacuated end for their own ‘

pro tection where they might be put under restraint of one kind or !
enother...their services could be utilized under proper supervision.Tkey

might be taken out to work...in tle morning and brought back et night.

Their labor could be utilized."

Participation of Japanese in canning situe tion over-emphasized.
American farmers could take up psrt of the acreage, given tomato plants.

Matter of taking over Japenese farms. Not intent to take advantage of
or exploit the Japmese.

Loyalty: "I would say that it would be almost impossible for any man

or for any agency to determine the extent of the loyalty of any Japenese

to our country when you teke into considerstion remesSsdic: Sk
+eothe fact that the Japanese children in my particular ares snd throughout
practically the entire State of California e=nd perhaps the United
States...attend our schools for a certsin time end then they in turn
attend a Japanese langusge school...that the Japsnese religion enters

into, and that they have in many cases been taught thet the Japarese
emperor iz their Emperor no matter if they...happen to be born in
California or any other part of the wrld.

In a different category from German and Italian. "I believe that you

have 2 better opportunity to determine whether a Germen or an Italisn

is loyal to this countr than you would have with the Japanese. The
Japanese have a racial eimilarity so that is very hard for the average

man to note any difference between them when he sees them just occasionally.
Unlese tley are all under restraint you will lave no way of knowing who

is who end ascertaining unless you stop each and every one of them, and by
very minute inspection of permit...know whet he was doing ina particular
area.

Citizens should not object to infringement of civil rights; now at war.
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Assoc. Produce Dealers amd —
Brokers of los Angeles
L.A.February 18

Fon.Earl Warren:

pear Sir: I have been asked to give you a summary of what might
be expected to happen in the Los Apceles mmrket withrespect £y to
feeding the metropolitan area if all Japanesw were removed from the
producing, wholesaling, and retailing of fresh fruite and vegetables.
Incidentally, might I say this is now an academic question, because
4f the proper authorities do not take prompt steps to rm remove all
Japenese, whether alien or citizens, from the coastal areas of this
State, it seems inevitable that they will be removed in the near future
by the public at large either through violence or insistent popular
demand. I say this because the general public are much more appre-
hensive of the continued presence of Japanese running at large, with
the most nominal supervision, than the people in this indusiry, who
know the Japanese characteristics and traits much more than the
genersl public and on the basis of this info rm tionshould be more
apprehensive than the general public.

(disc. of markets in L.A. areal

It is my considered opiniom...that the removal of all Japanese
from southern Californmis will not cause any serious dislocation in the
feeding of this community.

(analysis of vegetables, etc.)

Yours truly
HeA.Harris, Secy-Mgr.
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VESTERN (ROWERS PROTTCTIVE ASSCCTATTON

Los Angeles,

The following recommendation was adopted by the board of directors of the Western
Growers Protective Association, at its regular stated dircetors! meeting on February 8,
194823

The West. Gro Pro, 4 whose membership is comprised of approximstely 851 of the
vegetable movement from California sndArizona, feeling that its experience with Japanese
labor--both alien and American citizens of Japanese parentasze--nlaces it in a pogition
to recognize the California agrieultural situation better than any other body, calls
to your attention the following facts:

Galifornia fresh vegetables and melons, as grown for shipment to the Wtivp Us
-rown by white growers in about 94%., The WGPA herebv goes on record as ating
the flow of California vesetables to the entire country would not be ﬂ?fect-h sheould
either or hoth the alien Japanese or the American citizens of JTapanese parentage be
removed from the vegetable industry.

The WGPA and its members, through their assn. with Japanese iens and American
citizens of Japanese p: ,-* re, both as employers and fwvﬁvO, fae hst they are in

position to better know the character and feelinzs of T he any. ok»er
group of men. TI% is the cons _sus of OﬁiniOﬁ of the
individual alien Japa a Sy
entage, can bo juldmged i :;",_;fuf DETieN "is the opinion
of SaTd ATEN, aNt TS hoth alien Tavanese .and
American citizens of Japanes & 7o -f America, yet fhit
gome percentace of both a g ral
6 Japan.  Congequently, -'; WGPA arﬁ ltu me?oﬂ?q, T931121n2 that botH_EITEE_I p
Efgqgﬂigaﬂnru‘lcan r31_+1'7 of Japanes paTentafe who are lotal to the TS "ould he
willing \
on the jﬂrt of any of their "voun——petition thnt ﬂll n]1en Japanese and American

citizens of Japanese parentaze bhe removed to a poi mere, 40 ohe opinion of the

Arny and Navy, there may be no DOSSiBility of g:\“ ‘l,l&;;ffﬁﬁiiﬁﬁjé??;étjnﬁ the
security of the US.

And, in conjunction with the recommendations of the LA County Defense Committee,
the T@Pﬂhggﬂ"uw in the following recommendations of the said IA County Def Co*wa:esz

That Japanese in the following classifications be moved to points in the Roeky
Mtn sugar-beet areas, or other areas safe by the military authorities where
houging facilities are available, reﬁﬁrdless of ﬁJether their labor can immediately

usede.

All Japanese who reside within 50 miles of the Pacifiec eoast and Mexican border,

who reside in other areas within a 10-mile radius of munition plants or military

including--

Aljen Jananese of all e

Nonalien Japanese under 18 years of age living with 1 parents.

All other Jananese who have American citizenship, this to bhe attempnted at first
by an appeal that thev remove themsslves on their own voli ) If this voluntary
action is not immediate an ully effective the necessary Federal zction should be
undertaken.

Federal Security ! tration should be charged with the responsibility of
developing housing faei f ',~ They should use wherever possible, the present
faeilities pending construetion of other housing units.

The US Dept of Agric., should be charged with the responsibility of utilizing this
labor to the fullest extent in the newly located regions,

The services of the State dept of agric. and the county agricultural commissioners
be utilized to assit landlords and farm operators in finding new farmers to take over
leased lands for harvesting of crops now planted .nd planting of new crops.

These recommendations are made with encouraczement that action be complete and
irmediate,




STATEMENT

substantial part of the Jananese population in southern Califérnia is
located in rural areas, Farming operations particularly in the vezetable field
are retarded pending definite and detailed instructions as to their disposition.
he Japanese population is hesitating to prepare land and nlant crops, fearing
that thev will shortly be removed from their present properties and other farmers
are not making definite plans net knowing what the production from Japanese-tilled
farms will be.
Vegetable production is on the "must list" of the De of Agrie and must not only
be maintained but inereased during the current

It is fully recognized that there is at present some diffieulty in connection
with eobtaining f: and Japanese will further aceentuate
this problem temporarily, it will give a base for developing labor plans which can
be used during the war emergency period.

This recommendation is based upon the fact that they would be ecompletely removed
from coastal areas and that their labor could =ventually be utilized to an advantace,
They could probably relieve other labor in California “rom the necessity of misrating
to those districts durins the peak-lozd periods which are the spring and fall months,
Land vacatz=d by Japanese removed as hereinabove outlined would probably amount

to 15,000 acres in Los Angeles County. No offieial figures from other counties are
not available to this committee. It is believed, however, that the total will exceed
40,000 acres in the counties from and including San Inis Obispo gouthward, some of
which is not being planted and will not be in all probability if present .conditions
are continued., Under the supervision as outlined in the above if handled promptly
and before the season is further advanced the land can be put to proper use and
severe additional losses avoided, It may result in changing of scme crops inasmuch
as experienced labor would not be available to produce such items as celery, Other

crops required by the Dept. of Agric would be substituted. "‘

AGE oo iatbed—Lwedmre—Semt T T i S o koreTT 108 Yesc los,
whag Anco] oo Db e L I




Western Grower and Shipper - Arden lanham, Publ. and kEd.
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Jen 1942 - o on Japanese or evacustion

. Feb 1942 = Editorial (page 7)

(Realistic thinking vital)

Realistic thinkins is needed in our relstions with Axis peoples
in this country, too. %hey should be handled just as our people would
be handled if they were in the same situati n as we find thousands here.
‘*hey expect it; many of the Japanese nationals, for instance, are on
lands close to military otjectives. That they will be removed is a
foregong conclusion, though the how and when is a matter for military
rathen than civilan decision. They must be removed for anyone who thi nks
they will 'just foolin'' in case of invasion still believes in fairies.”

Japanese (page 7)

Removal of Japanese aliens from certain sections of California is
announced as we go to press. All districts affected have not ss yet
been designated but it is expected that practically all of the coastal
growing areas will eventually be included in tle restrictions imposed by
the United States Department of Justice, and certainly those adjacent to
militery objectives.

Obvious)¥s this news will be somewhat confusing to the trade who have
been fed a great deal of misinformstion during the past month as regards
the status f the Japanese in the vegetable growins industry of California
and Arizona. “e had even local newspapers tiving them credit for producing
anywhere from all to none of our vegetables. ...

It should be said here, and at this time, that the action of the
Justice Department in removing aliens from coastal Californiz was not the
result of the pressure of civilisn groups within the state, but came in
due course after a thorough investigestion of conditions by the Arm,
Navy, and FBI, with certain cooperating but vocally silent eivilian help.
Unfortunately the efforts of some sel fish land holding individuals and
organizations to keep aliens on lands where they never lave been, aml the

| obviously commercial motives of certain others to get rid of them, added
greatly to the problem of orderly investigetion and planned evacuestion.

What will be the status of Americen born Japanese in these sections
rema ins to be seen, but in all probability they will be asked to give up
their operations in certain, if not 211 restricted zones. It is a foregone
conclusion that they will comply willingly for as citizens they feel, as
we all do, that no sacrifice is too great in the interests of national
security. Iew own their own homes, due to California's Anti-Alian land
Laws, and most of them move frequently from district to district...For this
reason evacuation will not work the same hardship as would be the case with
other citizen=-groups.

(énalysis of €ffect on the vegetable industry of the reuoval of
aliens from the several districts), No effect on production of vegetables
for canning or for eastern shipment.

However, the market garden story is considerably different. Here the
percentege of Japenese operators is mme large...

2ol e the * ossible curtailment of acreage
. : e in ma t
sections,that is the iStI‘lCEB which are now producing f'of the logﬁ mgiigig,
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which will most seriously affect the vegctable supply of the state.

But this does not concern the Tastern operators, and as a matter of

fact, it will not remain a problem long for local people. Certainly

city folks have no reason to worry; their vitemin ration may be unbelanced
for a while, but if the military authorities feel that this sacrifice is

a necessary one, then its up to the citizenry to abide by their decision.
There is every reason to believe that they know whet is best. War is a

business for those trained in war.

Furthermore, it will be a matter of dislocation rather than permanent
curtailment of acreage...

Incidentally, the alien Jamnese element are going out of the
wholesale produce trade in Los Angelcs, and many of the large firms are on
the market for a few cents on the dollar. It is reported that a syndiate
of produce operators in the East, representing about the worst element on
the New York aml Chicego markets, sent representatives out to buy up a
number of these houses. Displaying good judgment the market companies
refused to lease them the facilities,.

(Large percentage of 'strictly shore-line farming' represents
out of season vegetables, exotic, not missed).

8till another pointxx that is over-looked is the fact that Japanese
have mainly been principals of recent years, hiring liexian or Filipino
labor. True, they are hard workers and still do much of their own work,
but the fact remains tht the old fable that nom one but a Japanese, born
in the old country where he was taught to work hard, can grow vegetables
is erroneous. Their own sons have disproved this story. In recent years,
many of the American born wmaxxks have shown themselves tobe harder workers
than their fathers, snd certainly more progressive and intelligent. There
will be plenty of real talent to take up vegetable growing in this area
when restrictions are fully imposed.

All in all, stould the present restrictions be extended to coastal
lands, as most people feel they will be, and should these restrictions in=-
clude all Japanese, alien or native, vegedable growing growing for eastern
markets will not suffer, and while the supply of certain vegetables for the
locel markets might be affected for 2 while, the situstion will soon right
itself. It will soon be forgotten too, because the sacrifices it will

impose will pale in significance to others we must necessarily make.

XX

March. Editorial (P.7)

Head: Congressional investigating committee wants to know
what effect removal of Japanese will have on Calif.agric,

Congressman Tolan's National Migration Committee, which last

year made such a splendid contribution to public understanding
of the problems of the migratory worker in American agriculture by
emphasizing the fact that California alone was not concerned in
this matter, is now taking testimony of any major movement of
Japanese people from Western land.

(shoulld make careful study of published data rather

than rely on useless testimony.)
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Army takes over (p.7)

Head: Army program will result in gradual removal of Japanese
from practical'y all California and Arizona vegetable
districts

In the most drastic step yet taken toward allien control, the
Army, given sole charge of the alien situation on the P.C,,
declared the western half of Washington, Oregon and California,
and the southern half of Arizona a military area as of March 3...

...8 hasty study of the extent of the military area...
indicates that military zone No. 1 encompasses lands which produce
85 percent of California's vegetables.

(DeWitt's statement on not removing them from interior)

California who are well advised as to the economles
of the California vegetable industry and yet feel that the removal
of persons of Japanese blood from coastal and even 1inland areas
is a military necessity, hailed the Army's announcement as the
first step taken toward a sound solution of the allen problem
on the West Coast.

Until general DeWitt 's ann-uncement of March 3, general
confusion existed in the public mind as to just what is going to
occur in the fields and without a doubt certain groups were taking
advantage of this situation. In fact...Cecll publically asked
second hand dealers as their patriotic duty to cease buylng farm
equipment from Japanese being evacuated from thelr farms..The
Director implied that the Japanese be first given an opportunity
to deal for the sale of their implemsnts or animals with the new
tenant or owner. He suggested that the new tenants offer a fair
purchase price for all equipment. When the new tenants move on the
property to farm it and find it lackking in essential equipment,
the result 1s that farm production is reduced or seriously delayed,
Cecil said.

XXX

April 1942, Editorial (p.7)

The evacuation of Japanese from vegetable districts of the
Los Angeles basis and the Guadalupe-Santa Maria section may result
in 2 considerable change in the source of supply of wertain
vegetables for the Los Angeles market....lnasmuch as the Los
Angelss wholesale trade pretty much hahdles the distribution
of frults and vegetables for the mm ten southern counties.

(where getting stuff)
Evacuation speeded (p.7)

While the orderly removal of people of the Japanese race
from military areas of the West is being carried forward by the
Army and its civiliancooperating agencies, vegetable growers are
proceeding with usual spring planting and havesting with prospects
of normal production of most crops in most areas. Only in L.A.
County, where from 1,200 to 1,500 Japanese farmers plant around
33,000 acres of wegetables and berries annually for the Los
Angeles market and the Guadalupe-Santa Maria district, another

producting section for vegetables for consumption in Southern




California, has there been any delay in planting. FProduction /

in the Los Angeles County areas 1s expected to show a drop during

a couple months of summer, but as other operaters are taking up
where evacuated Japanese leave off, any shortage of supplies for

" L.A,, it 1s belleved will be confined only to a few crops and 1.'
then for but a short period this summer.

(some of already planted acreage may not produce expected
yields. |

Salinas-Watsonville district, Impetial valley, Arizona, and
other sections where the bulk of Californla vegetables are
produced are taking the evacuation program in their stride. Because
the majority of plantings in these areas were under white
American operations with the latter either in full control or
hiring Japanese as labor orrnach f-remen only, the Army program
will nbt have any material effect on the shipping vegetable crops
of the state.

((Japanese under curfew laws; will be housed in communities
in 4-5 weeks)
z xx
New Farmers (®. 8)

(services offered by Farm Security; assist Japanese to sell;
new farmers to take up

#




