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% To demonstrate the type of pressure brought to bear upon a si ngle 

Sfittili 
analysis of the files of 

in the matter of Japanese evacuation, a _ 
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lionrad C. Wàllgren of Washington)^  Of ji 

total of 167 communications receivècron tke Japanese pr oblem, the American Legion 
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^^ixty-twoT Thirteen of these came from the Washington  State AdJutaht,ywho in each 

of his letters enclosed one pr more resolutions from indiv idual posts* , 
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There was but a single dupli-

ited that they catin, forty-eight pests thus beinf hear̂  from.  Of these, 

wanted Japanese »aliens 1* evacuated, and twenty-nine specified the removal of 

Ball n Japanese. There is an apparent confusion over the citizen ship status of 

Japanese, however, and it is highly prbbable that a large r number of posts than 

indicated above actually desired the evacuation of citize ns and aliens alike» 

Other organizations represented in the files include the G range, 

Chambers of Commerce, Lions, Shrine and Kiwanis Clubs, va rious trades unions, 

the Council of Churchea and Christian Education, local clubs, the Veterans of 

Foreign Wars, and the disabled Veterans of the World War. All of these, with 

the single exception of the Council of Churches, advocat ed mass evacuation. The 

Grange, on almost identical forms, sent seven comm nicatio ns to the Senator, nvhile 

more individualistic Chambers of Commerce sent seven also. Kiwanis led the clubs 

with five demands for Japanese exclusion. Nine trades uni ons, including the Auburn, 

Washington, Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen, and the U nited Brotherhood of Shipwrights, 

Ship Joiners and Boat 'Guilders, Local Union #1184, Se attle, demanded exclusion. 

A total of 101 letters from organized groups leaves sixty-s tjrlëtters 

and cards from individuals. These were, with the exceptio n of four, vigorously 

in favor of mass Japanese evacuation. One of those opposing exclusion came from 

a minister. Letters bore the same general tenor as those re corded from thé files 



To demonstrate the type of pressure brought to bear upon a single 

elected representative of the people in the matter of Japa nese evacuation, a de-

tailed analysis of the files of Senator Monrad C. Wällgre n of Washington'/ Of  a 

total of ify communications received on the Japanese pr oblem, the American Legion  ^ 
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Thirteen of these came from the Washington State Adjutant, -who in each 

of his letters enclosed one or more resolutions from indiv idual posts, represent-

ing every major city in Washington. Some of the individual posts, including six 

from Oregon, sent their resolutions direct'to Wallgren, who is Chairman of the Sen-

ate Subcommittee on Alien Nationalities and Sabotage. T here was but a single dupli-

cation, forty-eight posts thus being hear from. Of these, tw enty stated that they 

wanted Japanese "'aliens" evacuated, and twenty-nine specified the removal of 

"all" Japanese. There is an apparent confusion over the ci tizenship status of 

Japanese, however, and it is highly prbbable that a large r number of posts than 

indicated above actually desired the evacuation of citize ns and aliens alike. 

Other organizations represented in the files include the G range, 

Chambers of Commerce, Lions, Shrine and Kiwanis Clubs, va rious trades unions, 

the Council of Churches and Christian Education, local clu bs, the Veterans of 

Foreign %rs , and the Lisabled Veterans of the World War, All of these, with 

the single exception of the Council of Churches, advocated m ass evacuation. The 

Grange, on almost identical forms, sent seven communicatio ns to the Senator, while 

more individualistic Chambers of Commerce sent seven al so. Kiwanis led the clubs 

with five demands for Japanese exclusion. Nine trades uni ons, including the Auburn, 

Washington, Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen, and the Uni ted Brotherhood of Shipwrights, 

Ship Joiners and Boat Builders, Local Union #1184, Seattle , demanded exclusion. 

A total o f ^ l letters from organized groups leavesN^rb/ let ters 

and cards from individuals. These were, with the except ion of four, vigorously 

in favor of mass Japanese evacuation. One of those oppos ing exclusion came from 

a minister. Letters bore the same general tenor as those re corded from the files 
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of the Justice Department. Typical comments are: 

'•"What we are all interested in is to prevent another Pe arl Harbor 
on the Pacific Coast, but we will have it as sure as night f ol-
lows the day if we do not stop this mollycoddling policy we n ow 
have towards the Japanese,« (Edwin C. Maihias, Gen. Attorn ey, areit 

Northern Raiway, Seattle, Washington) 
»If left to follow their present course, the Japanese will baby 
us off the Pacific coast in five or six. generations. This wa r 
gives us the opportunity and the excuse to properly solve th e 

problem while it is still solvable 
(Chas. E. Putnam, Colonial Cedar Co., 
Seattle, Washington) 

"Please do all you can to eliminate the Japs from the coas t, nobody 
can feel save as long those rats can come and go where the y please." 

"* (A. Guber, 3815 So. J, Tacoma, Washington) 

Walter Lippmann, Henry McLemore, and Westbrook Pegler were each represented by one 
• * < 'g 

clipping. 

Although the analysis covered material received from Decem ber 7 un-

til the end of March, no letter concerning evacuation of th e Japanese was sent to 

the Senator until January 15. They are sparse during the remainder of January, 

seldom as many as three a day, and reach a peak of eleve n per day only on February 

13 and 19. The fact that sixty-one letters were received a fter February 19 illus-

trates that the public as a whole did not understand the sig nificance of the trans-

fer of the problem to the hands of the War department by the Presidential Proclama-

tion of February 19» 
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