
I n Congr essman E l l i o t t § s f i l es wer e f ound communi cat i ons f r om 

r epr esent at i ve or gani zat i ons . Ther e wer e s i x f r om t he Amer i can Legi on, 

two f r om t he Li ons cl uf r , one f r om Ki wani s , f our  f r om Chmaber s of  Commer ce, 

f our  f r om Boar ds of  Super vi sor s , one f r om t he Gr ange and one f r om 

t he vet er ans of  For ei gn War s« t xr±b5«x£bkbiz±«±t«Exs Twent y- si x 

copi es of  a f or m l et t er  (A) wer e r ecei ved, one of  t hem comi ng f r om McFar l and, 

t wel ve f r om Shaf t er , ni ne f r om Baker s f i el d, and f our  f r om êl ano . One 

of  t hese was si gned by the a Deput y Count y Assessor , B , Ber gst en, and one 

by t he owner  of  one of  t he l ar gest  depar t ment  st or es on Baker s f i el d, Mal -

col m Br ock# 

? 
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I n addi t i o n t o l et t er s c at al ogued , E l l i o t t  r ec ei v ed 46 

addi t i o na l  communi cat i ons on t he J apanese s i t ua t i o n . 

Si x of  t hes e at  end of  Mar ch and begi nn i ng of  Ap r i l , pr ot es t -

i ng wage s c al es er r oneous l y announced f o r  camps. One of  t hes e, 

a f or mal  pr ot es t  f r om Bl ac k Gol d Post  #1998, Vet er ans of  F or ei gn 

War s , T a f t , Ca l i f o r n i a , on Mar ch 26. Anot her  -  a quer y f r om A . E . 

Bur t o n, Ker n Count y , Cour t  Hous e, Bak er s f i e l d , as k i ng "How can I  

become an a l i en ? " Cont r as t ed pos i t i on of  s o l d i er s get t i ng $21. 00 

a mont h. Sa i d peopl e wo u l dn ' t  buy war  bonds t o pay t he J aps . 

(Mar ch 24) . 

L ar ges t  par t  of  t h i s cor r espondence not  d i r ec t l y concer ned 

wi t h gener al  ev ac uat i o n . -  Concer ned t he danger  of  l eav i ng J apanese 

i n s pec i f i c i n l and par t s of  Tul ar e Count y and t he San J oaqui n 

Va l l ey . The man most  ac t i v e i n t h i s was R . E . STARK, a di r ec t o r  

of  t he L i ndsay- St r at hmor e I r r i gat i o n Di s t r i c t , a par t ner  i n t he 

STARK and WADDELL PACKI NG CORPORATI ON of  L i nds ay , and a pr omi nent  

l eader  of  t he Sunk i s t  c i t r us f r u i t  mar ket i ng o r gan i z at i o n . 

St a r k ' s f i r s t  i n t er es t , as on F ebr uar y 5 when he wr ot e At t o r ney 

Gener al  Bi ddl e (sent  copy t o E l l i o t t  on F eb. 12 -  wi t h maps ) , 

des c r i b i ng t o hi m t he L i ndsay- St r at hmor e I r r i gat i o n Di s t r i c t , Tu l ar e 

Count y , 15, 000 ac r es , v a l . c i t r us i mpr ovement s , 1, 500 po pul at i o n, 

250 J apanese -  many of  t hese a l i e n s . P hy s i c al  wor ks cos t  $1 , 971 , 550 . 05 

Smal l  damage t o open wat er  conveyance syst em ser i ous c ons equenc es . 

468 ac r es oc c upi ed by J aps shown i n b i g map at t ac hed. " i t  i s eas i l y 

per c ei v ed t hat  t he canal s and t he es s ent i a l  boos t er  s t at i o ns ar e 

c ons t ant l y under  t he eye of  J apanese oc c upant s , and we bel i ev e such 
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i s a sour ce of  gr eat  danger  t o t he l i v es and pr oper t y of  t he 

i nhabi t ant s of  t he d i s t r i c t  

P o l l ut i on danger  and s t oppage of  wat er , l ose f r u i t  c r op of  $1, 200, 00 

F i r e danger , t o o . 

" . . . meas u r es s houl d be pr ompt l y t aken t o t he end t hat  t he 

r i s k s he r educ ed. We bel i ev e t hat  i t  i s i mmedi at el y nec es s ar y t hat  

t he Di s t r i c t  and an ar ea adj ac ent  . . . be s p ec i f i ed as an ar ea f r om 

whi ch enemy al i ens and such ot her s as ar e f ound or  known t o be of  

s ubver s i ve t endenc i es , be exc l uded. ! ! 

F eb . 12 -  St ar k sent  t h i s t o E l l i o t t . F eb. 16, E l l i o t t  

r ep l i ed . "Si nc e t he dec l ar at i o n of  war , Ander son and I  have ur ged 

evac uat i on of  a l l  J apanese Wi l l  do ev er y t hi ng po s s i b l e t o compl y 

wi t h your  r ec ommendat i on." 

F eb. 18, St ar k aga i n , a ver y s t r ange l e t t e r . -  "The J apanese 

and ot her  enemy a l i ens must  be r emoved f r om t h i s a r e a . " 

Under  ur gi ng f r om St ar k and o t her , E l l i o t t  wi r ed Gen. DeWi t t  

on F eb . 17: "Many t el egr ams and l et t er s i nd i c at e gr ave concer n 

movement  a l i en and Amer i can bor n J apanese f r om s t r at eg i c ar eas t o 

Sant a Bar bar a Count y and S a n J oaqui n Va l l ey . A l l  Ca l i f o r n i a shoul d 

be dec l ar ed s t r at egi c def ens e ar ea and mar t i a l  l aw i nvoked f o r  

evac uat i on of  bo t h al i en and Amer i can b o r n . " 

DeWi t t  wi r ed r ep l y , F eb. 18: ..t 'As t o des i gnat i o n of  ar eas i n 

Ca l i f o r n i a f r om whi ch a l i ens ar e ent i r e l y exc l uded and. i n whi ch t hei r  

movement s ar e r es t r i c t ed have so f a r  been l i mi t ed par t i c u l ar l y 

s t r at egi c ar eas wi t h i n t he c o as t al  zone t h i s t heat r e of  o per at i o ns . " 

On F eb. 24, E l l i o t t  wi r ed t he Sher i f f  of  Sant a Bar bar a Count y , 

as k i ng i f  he had any knowl edge of  f i f t h col umn ac t i v i t y or  as s i s t anc e 
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f r om shor e pr i o r  t o t he submar i ne at t ac k at  Go l et a . 

Sh er i f f  J ames Ross wi r ed bac k on t he 24t h : "Many r umor s of  

f i f t h col umn a c t i v i t i e s . No di r ec t  k nowl edge. I n v es t i ga t i n g . " 

On t he 24t h , E l l i o t t  asked t hat  J apanese a l i ens and c i t i z ens 

be moved "damn qu i c k " f r om Ca l i f o r n i a . On t he 27t h , he wr ot e Dev .i t t . 



"A" 

4. 
-  CONGRESS OP THE UNI TED STATES 

House o f  Repr es ent at i v es 
Was hi ngt on, D .C . 

F ebr uar y 27, 1942. 

Gener al  J ohn L . De Wi t t , 
4t h Ar my West er n Def ens e Command, 
San F r anc i s c o , Ca l i f o r n i a 

My dear  G- ener al  DeWi t t : 

Suppl ement i ng our  pr ev i ous c or r espondenc e concer ni ng 
t he J apanese s i t uat i o n wi t h i n our  West er n St at es . I  am enc l o s i ng 
copy of  my r emar ks bef o r e t he Congr ess l as t  Tues day , F ebr uar y 24t h . 

I  am al s o enc l o s i ng copy of  a J apanese paper  publ i s hed 
i n Los Angel es , and have mar ked t he ar t i c l e wher ei n a def i n i t e 
i nv i t at i o n i s gi ven t o a l l  J apanese t o s et t l e i n Ca l i f o r n i a ' s r i c h 
Cent r al  Va l l ey . 

You know, as I  know, t hat  t he peopl e t hr oughout  our  St at e 
ar e j us t l y concer ned about  t h i s hazar dous s i t u a t i o n . Mass meet i ngs 
have r ec ent l y been hel d i n Tul ar e Count y and t he heavy cor r espondence 
I  am r ec ei v i ng da i l y t hr eat ens t hat  t he peopl e wi l l  f or m a V i g i l an t es 
Commi t t ee. They s t at e t hat  t hey wi l l  r i d t he St at e of  t hese J apanese 
and i n a manner  t hat  per haps we cannot  be pr oud o f , but  wi l l  be" 
e f f ec t i v e , at  l eas t . 

Under  s t r es s of  t he ex i s t i ng c o nd i t i o ns , i f  such a movement  
i s s t ar t ed, t her e i s no ques t i on but  what  our  enemy wi l l  r et a l i a t e 
on t he yout h t hey now ho l d as p r i s o ner s . 

The Ci t y Counc i l  o f  L i nds ay , Ca l i f o r n i a , t oday sent  me t he 
f o l l o wi ng t el egr am: 

"LOCAL CI T I ZENS URGENTLY REQUEST THAT EVACUATED J APANESE 
FROM OTHER DEFENSE AREAS NOT BE ALLOWED TO REHABI L I TATE THEM-
SELVES I N OR AROUND L I NDSAY , CAL I FORNI A AND THOSE HAVI NG 
ALREADY SETTLED HERE BE MOVED. THI S LOCAL I TY I S OUT OF ANY 
AREA DESI GNATED FOR AL I EN CONTROL. WE ARE A HUB TOWN FOR 3 
MAJ OR ARMY AI R F I ELDS- RANKI N, SEQUOI A, AND VI SAL I A- DI NUBA 
AI RPORT. ALSO PROPOSED PORTERVI LLE F I EL D. NECESSARY ELECTRI C 
POWER PLANTS ARE J UST EAST OF US VULNERABLE TO SABOTAGE. TWO 
MAJ OR HI GH VOLTAGE POWER TRANSMI SSI ON L I NES ARE WI THI N A FEW 
MI LES AND BOTH HAVE J APANESE SETTLEMENTS VERY NEARLY UNDER 
THEM. THEY HAVE FARMS BORDERI NG OPEN WATER CANAL SERVI NG 
SOME TWELVE THOUSAND ACRES AT>rD FUNPP^̂ S OF F AMI L I ES. WE 
BEL I EVE THEI R PRESENCE ENDANGERS CI VI L I AN L I F E AND PROPERTY 
AND WE RESPECTFULLY SOL I CI T I MMEDI ATE ACTI ON FOR OUR PRO-
TECTI ON .11 

Not  onl y t he def ens e f a c i l i t i e s , r ef er r ed t o i n t he above 
t el egr am, woul d be j eo par d i zed, but  a l s o our  ext ens i v e o i l  f i e l ds ' 
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and s t r at egi c hi ghways l oc at ed wi t h i n t h i s gr eat  v a l l ey woul d be 
i n j eopar dy . 

I  agai n ur ge you t o r emove bo t h a l i en and Amer i can- bor n 
J apanese f r om our  Coast  St a t es , under  t he aut ho r i t y r ec ent l y gi ven 
you by t he P r es i dent . 

Wi t h k i nd r egar ds , I  am 

Si nc er el y y o ur s , 

A . J . ELL I OTT 



On Mar ch 2 , E l l i o t t  wi r ed êWi t t  t wi c e . ( l ) Congr at ul at i ng 

hi m on h i s s t and agai ns t  oppos i t i on of  West er n gover nor s who wer e 

oppos i ng evac uat i on t o t he i r  St at es , and ( 2) t r ans mi t t i ng r es o l ut i o ns 

f r om Oxnar d Def ens e Counc i l  t hat  8 al i en J apanese f ami l i es wi t h i n 

1 sq. mi l e of  Vent ur a Count y Ai r po r t  be r emoved, and r es o l ut i o ns 

f r om Tul ar e and Ker n Count y Super v i s o r s ur gi ng r emoval  of  J apanese 

f r om t hei r  a r eas . 

Meanwhi l e, pr es s ur e c ont i nued f r om St ar k i n t he West  t o have 

evac uat i on i nc l ude zone B. Hi s l et t er s not  av a i l ab l e , but  do have 

copy of  | endet s en ' s r ep l y of  Ap r i l  24, 1942. 
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Apr i l  24. 1942 

Mr . R . E . St ar k 
L i ndsay- St r at hmor e I r r i gat i o n Di s t r i c t  
L i nds ay ; Ca l i f o r n i a 

Dear  Mr . St ar k : 

The Commandi ng Gener al  has asked me t o wr i t e you c onc er ni ng your  
r eques t  t hat  t he boundar y of  t he F i r s t  Mi l i t a r y Ar ea be pr o j ec t ed 
eas t er l y f r om i t s pr esent  l i ne bet ween Exet er  and P o r t er v i l l e t o i n-
c l ude t he L i nds ay St r at hmor e I r r i gat i o n Di s t r i c t , and an add i t i o na l  
ar ea t o cover  t he appr oaches t o t he wor ks of  t h e ' Di s t r i c t . I n t h i s 
c o nnec t i o n, c ons i der abl e dat a and i nf or mat i on has been made av ai l ab l e 
t o t h i s Di v i s i o n , c ons i der at i on of  whi ch was suppl ement ed by my 
r ecent  v i s i t  t o Tul ar e wher e t he Di s t r i c t  was per s o nal l y i ns pec t ed and 
t he mat t er  was di s c us s ed wi t h y o u r s e l f . Congr essman E l l i o t t  and o t her s . 
I t  i s be l i ev ed, t her ef o r e, t hat  t he c onc l us i on whi c h has been r eac hed 
i s bas ed upon s u f f i c i en t  f ami l i a r i t y wi t h a l l  t he f ac t o r s i nv o l v ed. 

The f o l l o wi ng f i gur es have been compi l ed at  my r eques t  and wer e 
f u l l y c o ns i der ed i n c onnec t i on wi t h t he dec i s i o n r eac hed. Dur i ng t he 
per i od of  Mar ch 12 t o Ap r i l  21, 1942, t he nor mal  popul at i on of  Tu l ar e 
Count y was i nc r eas ed t o t he ext ent  of  1129 per sons of  J apanese anc es t r y . 
Mi gr at i ons dur i ng t h i s par t i c u l ar  per i od and t he r es ul t ant  net  gai n i n 
popul at i on i s at t r i but ab l e t o vo l unt ar y movement s on t he par t  of  t he 
J apanes e, i n an t i c i pat i o n of  pr os pec t i ve exc l us i on or der s e f f ec t i v e 
i n t he F i r s t  Mi l i t a r y Ar ea. Of  t h i s t o t al  g a i n , 454 of  t he c l as s of  
per sons r ef er r ed t o have s et t l ed i n Zone B of  t he F i r s t  Mi l i t ar y Ar ea 
and wi l l  be s ho r t l y ev ac uat ed, and 675 have s et t l ed i n t he Second 
Mi l i t ar y �«�rea and ar e not  amenabl e t o r es t r i c t i v e and r egul at o r y 
c o nt r o l s . I n t he l at t er  c at egor y t her e wer e o r i g i na l l y 764 such 
per s ons , but  89 of  t hem had mi gr at ed out  of  t he count y pr i o r  t o 
Apr i l  21. I n or der  t o dr aw a compar i son, i t  may be of  i nt er es t  
t o you t o know t hat  dur i ng t h i s same per i o d, 2779 per sons of  
J apanese anc es t r y have s et t l ed i n F r esno Count y , l y i ng adj ac ent  t o 
Tul ar e Count y . 

I t  i s f u l l y appr ec i at ed t hat  t he phy s i c al  wor ks and f a c i l i t i e s 
of  t he Di s t r i c t  r epr es ent  an i nves t ment  o f  c l o s e t o $2, 000, 000 and 
t hat  t he annual  val ue of  c r ops pr oduced t her ei n i s s a i d t o appr oxi mat e 
$80 , 000 , 000 . I n t he event  of  t he des t r uc t i on of  t he phy s i c al  pr o-
per t i es of  t he Di s t r i c t , i t  may be conceded t hat  under  c ondi t i ons 
ex i s t i ng at  t he pr esent  t i me, whi c h pr esumabl y wi l l  c ont i nue t o ex i s t  
f o r  t he dur at i on of  t he war , t hat  ver y l i t t l e c oul d be done t o ef f ec t  
a r es t o r at i o n of  t he Di s t r i c t  t o a degr ee t hat  woul d even appr oach i t s 
pr esent  e f f ec t i v enes s . 

At t ent i on has been d i r ec t ed t o t he f ac t  t hat  pr i o r  t o t he commence-
ment  of  h o s t i l i t i e s , t hat  of  t he 1500 t o t al  popul at i on of  t he Di s t r i c t  
appr oxi mat el y 250 wer e J apanese and t hat  among t hem wer e i nc l uded a 
number  of  a l i en s . Ref er enc e has been made i n t he f o r ego i ng t o t he 
f ac t  t hat  subsequent  mi gr at i ons i nt o Tul ar e Count y have pr obabl y 
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i nc r eas ed t hi s pr opor t i on of  t he d i s t r i c t ' s po pu l at i o n , and t hat  
J apanese ar e pr es ent l y s i t uat ed i n l o c at i ons t her ei n whi c h ar e 
r ead i l y ac c es s i b l e t o c r i t i c a l  phy s i c al  pr oper t i es of  t he Di s t r i c t , 
such as pumpi ng s t a t i o ns , l i n es , c anal s and f l umes . 

You have been adv i s ed t hat  t he es t abl i s hment  o f  mi l i t a r y ar eas 
and zones i s bas ed who l l y upon po l i c y of  mi l i t ar y nec es s i t y . 
Gener al  DeWi t t  and t h i s Di v i s i o n have been s ubj ec t ed t o c ons i der abl e 
pr es s ur e f r om many s o ur c es , c over i ng numer ous oper at i ons and 
es t abl i s hment s s eek i ng i nc l us i o n i n mi l i t ar y ar eas t hr ough t he pr o-
cess of  ext endi ng bo undar i es . I t  i s no exagger at i on t o s t at e t hat  
t he gr ant i ng of  a l l  s uc h r eques t s woul d i nc l ude, t e r r i t o r i a l l y , 
t he gr eat er  por t i ons of  t he St at es of  Was hi ngt on, Or egon and Ca l i f o r n i a . 
I t  became i mmedi at el y obv i ous t o Gener al  DeWi t t  t hat  t he evac uat i on 
pr ogr am was gener a l l y c onf us ed wi t h t he br oader  campai gn agai ns t  
sabot age and s ubver s i ve ac t i v i t y whi c h t he Ar my cannot  under t ake 
al one and at  t he same t i me cont i nue i t s o r gani zat i on and t r a i n i ng 
pr ogr am f o r  combat  pur pos es . Res po ns i b i l i t y f o r  t he success of  t h i s 
l a t t er  campai gn i s a d i v i ded r es p o n s i b i l i t y and must  be shar ed by 
i nd i v i dua l s , c o r po r at i o ns , bo t h publ i c and p r i v a t e , and ot her  
gover nment al  agenc i es , as wel l  as t he mi l i t a r y . I t  has been and 
s t i l l  i s t he i nt ent i on of  Gener al  DeWi t t  t o conduct  t he evac uat i on 
pr ogr am accor dance wi t h a po l i c y of  d i r ec t  r at her  t han i ndi r ec t  
mi l i t ar y nec es s i t y , and t h i s t er m i s c ons t r ued i n i t s nar r ower  s ens e. 

The t er m "mi l i t a r y nec es s i t y " as used i n t h i s connec t i on must  be 
c ons t r ued and l i mi t ed t o r e l at e t o t he t ac t i c a l  and l o g i s t i c a l  def ens e 
of  t he t er r i t o r y of  t h i s Command agai ns t  phy s i c a l  at t ac k . The c o as t al  
s t r i p and t he s t r i p Nor t h of  t he Mexi can bor der  (Mi l i t ar y Ar â No . 1) 
ar e t he r egi ons of  gr eat es t  v u l n er ab i l i t y . I n t h i s s t r i p ar e i nc l uded 
t he maj or  por t i on of  a l l  West  Coast  v i t a l  war  i ndus t r i es such as shi p-
yar ds and a i r c r a f t  f ac t o r i es . F ur t her  i n l and, eas t  o f  t h i s s t r i p , 
many add i t i o na l  p r o h i b i t ed ar eas have been set  a s i de . These ar e l i k e-
wi se v i t a l  t o t he s uc c es s f u l  def ens e of  t h i s coas t  and r epr esent  a 
gr eat  v ar i et y of  i ns t a l l at i o ns such as nav a l , mi l i t a r y and a i r  
es t abl i s hment s , ai r  po r t s , ammuni t i on dumps, ar s ena l s , br i dges and 
t unnel s on hi ghway and r a i l r o ad r i ght s of  way , dams, power  p l ant s 
and l i n es , communi cat i on ner ve c ent er s , i nc l udi ng r ad i o , t el egr aph 
and t el epho ne, and many o t her s . The i r r i gat i o n d i s t r i c t  does not  
f a l l  wi t h i n t h i s c at ego r y . 

The r es po ns i b i l i t y f o r  t he pr o t ec t i on o f  t he f a c i l i t i e s of  t he 
Di s t r i c t  r es t s f undament al l y and i nher ent l y wi t h t he Di s t r i c t  i t sel f  
and wi t h l o c al  enf or cement  au t h o r i t i es . Even i n t he event  t he 
r eques t ed ext ens i on was gr ant ed, and as a r es u l t  t her eof  a l l  J apanese 
wer e exc l uded f r om t he Di s t r i c t , t hi s i n i t s e l f  woul d be no guar ant ee 
as t o t he s ec ur i t y of  t he wor ks i f  l ef t  unpr o t ec t ed and unguar ded. 
They woul d s t i l l  be v ul ner abl e t o a pl anned and o r gani zed sabot age 
at t ac k . 

You ar e adv i s ed, t her ef o r e, t hat  t he boundar y of  Mi l i t ar y Ar ea 
No . 1. f r om Exet er  t o P o r t er v i l l e , cannot  be a l t er ed t o i nc l ude t he 
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L i ndsay- St r at hmor e I r r i gat i o n Di s t r i c t . I f  a cont r ar y dec i s i on 
wer e r eac hed, c ons i s t enc y woul d r equi r e t hat  s i mi l ar  ext ens i ons be 
made t hr oughout  t he ent i r e l engt h of  t he l i ne f r om bo r der  t o bo r der  
and no l i mi t  can be f o r eseen as t o wher e such ext ens i ons shoul d 
l o g i c a l l y c eas e. 

Ver y t r u l y y our s , 

KARL R. BENDSTSEN 
Co l o nel , G. S . C . 
As s i s t ant  Chi ef  of  St a f f  
C i v i l  A f f a i r s Di v i s i o n 

c c : Congr essman E l l i o t t  



A i A  ̂

I n t he i n t e r i m, î i i o t t  had made a t r i p t hr ough Tul ar e Count y 

wi t h Co l . Bendet s en. On Ap r i l  27, he wi r ed: "Si nc e our  r ec ent  

t r i p t hr ough Tul ar e Count y t he J apanese s i t uat i o n has become mor e 

c r i t i c a l  da i l y . The i n f l ux c r eat es a hazar d t o our  f o r es t s and 

u t i l i t i e s . Has a dec i s i o n f o r  t hei r  r emoval  been r eac hed? Adv i se 

me by wi r e . My peopl e becomi ng ver y much al ar med. When can we 

expect  J apanese r emoved f r om Eas t er n and Nor t her n Tul ar e Count y? 

You saw t he danger . " 

(Copy of  Bendet s en ' s r epl y t o St a k̂ of  Ap r i l  24 sent  

i n r epl y t o t h i s . ) 

On May 8, St ar k wi r ed E l l i o t t  f r om coast  t hat  Boar d Di r ec t o r s 

"cannot  accept  i t  as f i n a l . " 

On t he 9t h , E l l i o t t  sent  St ar k t he ver y s i gn i f i c an t  l et t er . -
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May 9, 1942 

Mr . R . E . St ar k , 
L i nds ay , 
Ca l i f o r n i a . 

Dear  F r i end Di c k : 

Thi s mor ni ng I  r ec ei v ed your  t el egr am and was pl eased t o know 
t hat  t he Di r ec t o r s wi l l  not  accept  Co l . Bendet s o n 's l et t er  as f i n a l . 

Lat e l as t  ev eni ng, I  sent  an ai r - mai l  l et t er  t o Cl aude Nel son 
and r eques t ed t hat  he t el ephone you adv i s i ng of  i t s c o nt ent s , i t  
bei ng my t hought  t o c onf er  f u r t her  wi t h o f f i c i a l s her e and at  t hat  
t i me wr i t e you d i r ec t . 

Y es t er day I  met  wi t h Co l . Bendet son and al s o Mr . E i s enhower , 
who has char ge of  t he evac uat i on of  J apanese on t he West  Coas t , and 
we di s c us s ed t he J apanese s i t uat i o n f o r  t hr ee hour s . Thi s i s t he 
t h i r d meet i ng we have had i n t he l as t  t en day s , and t her e i s no 
doubt  but  what  Gener al  DeWi t t  has t aken an ar b i t r ar y p o s i t i o n . 

Af t er  t a l k i ng wi t h o f f i c i a l s h i gher  t han t he Gener al , I  am 
c onf i dent  t hat  t h i ngs wi l l  be begi nn i ng t o shape ar ound wher e con-
s i der at i o n wi l l  be gi ven our  s i de of  t he p i c t u r e , and I  do not  
be l i ev e I  am wr ong i n adv i s i ng you t hat  by t he end of  t h i s mont h, 
or  s ooner , t her e wi l l  be a change i n t he boundar y l i ne i n Tul ar e 
Count y , and i t  i s l i k e l y t hat  a l l  J apanese wi l l  be moved f r om t he 
St at e of  Ca l i f o r n i a . 

One ot her  t h i ng i n addi t i on t o my c ont ac t s her e whi c h wi l l  be 
nec es s ar y t o br i ng t h i s about  i s t o put  t he pr es s ur e on Gener al  
DeWi t t . 

You r ea l i z e , Di c k , t hat  no p ub l i c i t y can be gi ven t h i s s ugges t i o n, 
but  I  woul d, sugges t  t hat  c i v i c o r gani zat i ons c ont i nue t o ur ge hi m t o 
r emove a l l  J apanes e. I  cannot  hel p but  bel i ev e t hat  t he cour se I  have 
t aken her e was r es po ns i b l e f o r  t he v i s i t  of  Co l . Bendet son and Mr . 
E i s enhower , and I  assur e you t hat  I  wi l l  c ont i nue my oper at i ons f o r  
t he ev ent ual  r emoval  of  a l l  J apanes e. 

Wi t h war m r egar ds , I  am 

Si nc er e l y y our s , 

A . J . ELL I OTT 





ftjjlt  

13. 

STARK AND 7.ADDELL PACKI NG CORPORATI ON 

SUNK I  ST 

Or anges , Lemons, Gr ape F r ui t  
'L i nds ay . Ca l i f o r n i a 

May 14, 1S42 

Honor abl e A l f r ed J . E l l i o t t  
Member  of  Congr ess 
Was hi ngt on. D. C . 

Dear  F r i en d A l f r ed : 

Appr ec i at ed v er y much r ec e i v i ng your s of  Ivlay 9. As s t at ed i n 
my wi r e t o y o u, our  Boar d of  Di r ec t o r s cannot  accept  Co l onel  
Bendet s en 's l et t er  as f i n a l . I  am enc l o s i ng her ewi t h a copy of  
l et t er  t o t he Co l onel  whi ch i s bei ng f o r war ded by aut ho r i t y of  t he 
Bo ar d. 

Have c onf er r ed wi t h Cl aude at  P o r t er v i l l e and wi l l  ar r ange f o r  
a meet i ng wi t h r epr es ent at i v es o f  t he Cat t l emen's As s o c i a t i o n , 
Amer i can L egi o n , Far m Bur eau, and ot her  i mpor t ant  agr i c u l t u r a l  
gr oups , wi t h i n t he next  f ew day s . I  be l i ev e i t  woul d be wel l  i f  
our  Boar ds of  Super v i s o r s r epr es ent i ng Ker n , T u l a r e , and F r esno 
Count i es c oul d be per suaded t o t ake an ac t i v e i nt er es t  i n t h i s 
ma t i t er . I t  i s t he i nt ent i on of  our  gr oup t o appr oach t hem. 

I t  i s t he consensus of  opi ni on of  a l l  t hose wi t h whom I  have 
t al k ed about  t h i s mat t er  dur i ng t he past  f ew day s , t hat  t he f ee l i n g 
t owar ds t he J apanese i s r ap i d l y c r y s t a l l i z i ng and bec ause of  t h i s 
I  am f ea r f u l  t hat  ac t s of  v i o l enc e may occur  at  any t i me, and t h i s , 
by a l l  means , shoul d be av o i ded, and t he one and onl y way i t  can be 
av o i ded i s t he r emoval  of  t hese J apanese r es i dent s t o c onc ent r at i on 
camps . Your  cooper at i on i n t hi s mat t er  i s , I  as s ur e you, gr eat l y 
appr ec i at ed. Wi l l  you p l eas e adv i s e i f  you have any s ugges t i ons 
t hat  you f ee l  mi ght  be h e l p f u l . 

Thank i ng you and wi t h k i nd per s onal  r egar ds , I  am 

Si nc er e l y , 

/ s / R . E . St ar k 

RES: a 
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Re: get t i ng Tul ar e Count y i nt o evac uat ed zone -  ot her  t h i ngs 

of  i n t er es t . 

( 1) At  E l l i o t t ' s r eques t , a Howar d C. Smi t h of  Exet er  and 

Ear l  Vi nc ent  of  L i ndsay- St r at hmor e showed Dudl ey I . Hut c hi nson 

of  P . B . I , ar ound t he Va l l ey . Smi t h 's l et t er  of  Mar ch 30 t o 

E l l i o t t , des c r i b i ng t he v i s i t , shows Smi t h wi t h f i ne mi nd f o r  

i magi ni ng what  J aps coul d do , " I t  i s not  i mposs i bl e t hat  t he h i l l s 

have al r eady been pl ant ed wi t h t he so- cal l ed "c a l l i ng c ar ds " of  

phosphor us . . . " 

"They (t he J aps ) ar e a l s o near  t he hi ghway beh i nd t he f i r s t  

h i gh cut  t hr ough t he h i l l s i n t he new hi ghway , t hey c oul d bl ow up 

t hat  h i l l  c l o s i ng t he r o ad , set  f i r e t o t he h i l l s and we woul d be 

i n a h e l l  of  a me s s . . . . " 

( 2) Res o l ut i ons f or  get t i ng t he Val l ey evac uat ed f r om t he 

us ual  gr o ups : 

Amer i can L eg i o n , L i nds ay P o s t , #128 

" " P o r t er v i l l e ±& Post  #20 (use J aps i n 
c onc ent r at i on camps as f ar m l abo r ) 

Deer  Gr eek L i v es t o c k As s o c i at i o n 

Tu l ar e Gr ange 

Tul ar e Boar d of  Super v i s o r s ( St a r k ' s d i r ec t  i n f l uenc e) 

Vet s , of  F o r ei gn War  Post  

St r at hmor e Chamber  of  Commer ce 

L i v es t o c k Commi t t ee, Tul ar e Count y Far m Bur eau 

P o r t er v i l l e Chamber  of  Commer ce 

Mer l e Reed Post  #10, Amer i can L egi o n , Del ano , C a l i f . 



15 

Ander son i n l et t er  of  J une 12 t o W. R . Wol l omes of  t he Exchange 

Cl ub of  Del ano -  r e : depr i v i ng J aps of  c i t i z en s h i p . 

" I  have t a l k ed t o Congr essman Ander son c onc er ni ng t h i s 

l eg i s l a t i o n and i t  i s our  t hought  t hat  t he Chi nese 

shoul d be exc l uded f r om i t s p r o v i s i o ns . I t  i s t hought  

t hat  we s houl d endeavor  t o secur e r ec o gni t i o n of  t h i s 

l eg i s l a t i o n and t hen f o l l ow up wi t h o t her  measur es t o pr e-

c l ude a l l  J apanese f r om c i t i z e n s h i p . . . . " 

J ul y 8 -  Geor ge W. T r auger , s up ' t  of  L i ndsay- St r at hmor e 

I r r i gat i o n d i s t r i c t  t o E l l i o t t , wi r e 

"We see wher e our  gover nor  i s t r y i ng t o r et a i n J apanese f o r  

f ar m l abor  s t o p . We must  ear nes t l y r eques t  you t o use your  

i n f l uenc e t hat  t he or der  f o r  t hei r  r emoval  be not-  del ayed 

and under  no c i r c ums t anc es be t hey per mi t t ed t o r et ur n i n 

any c a p a c i t y . " 

J ul y 9 -  E l l i o t t  t o T r auger  -  Wi r e 

"Repor t ed her e t hat  f ar mer s r eques t ed r et ent i on J aps San 

J oaqui n V a l l e y and meet i ng bei ng he l d t oday San F r anc i s c o 

wi t h Gover nor . Check t h i s and i f  unf ounded have f ar m 

o r gani zat i ons p r o t es t . I  have wor ked wi t h War  Depar t ment  

f o r  weeks t o expedi t e r emoval  and now t hat  aut ho r i t y s ec ur ed 

Depar t ment  shoul d be per mi t t ed t o ac t . Do i ng my ut most  t o 

get  Mexi can l abor  t o r el i ev e s ho r t age. " 

J ul y 9 -  E l l i o t t  t o Bendet s en: 

"Under s t and Gover nor  Ol son ur gi ng r et ent i o n J aps San J oaqui n 
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' 'Val l ey f o r  f ar m wor k . Many (one f r om Tr auger ) t el egr ams 

r ec ei v ed t oday f r om my d i s t r i c t  a l l  ur ge i mmedi at e evacua-

t i on f r om al l  of  Tul ar e and Eer n Count i es and I  c onc ur . 

T hei r  r et ent i on wi l l  onl y c r eat e gr eat er  d i s s a t i s f ac t i o n 

and hazar ds . ' 1 

J ul y 9 -  Bendet s en ' s r epl y WI RE 

"The Commandi ng Gen e r a l . . . h a s made i t  p l a i n t o Gov . Ol son 

and ot her s t hat  t he same i mpel l i ng r easons o f  mi l i t ar y 

nec es s i t y whi c h r equ i r ed t he evac uat i on pr ogr am r emai n 

mandat or y and t hat  t her e can be no r et ar dat i o n i n t he v *" 

s c hedul e, i r r es pec t i ve of  l o c al  and ot her  c o ns i der a t i o ns . " 

(THI S 13 B ' S WHI TEWASH! -  EVI DENCE I N THI S SEQUENCE 

COMPLETELY REPUTES I T . ) 

On F ebr uar y 17 -  C. L . P r e i s k er , Chai r man, Boar d of  Super -

v i s o r s , Sant a Bar bar a Count y , wi r ed E l l i o t t : 

"Co n f i dent i a l  Co l . Bel t  r epor t s t hat  h i s i n t el l i genc e depar t -

ment  has di s c ov er ed t hat  200 a l i en J apanese have f i l t e r ed i nt o  ̂

Nor t her n S a n t a Bar bar a Count y f r om pr o h i b i t ed d i s t r i c t s s t op 

He pr o t es t s agai ns t  t h i s s t o p . . . . C o l o n e l  Bel t  gr eat l y wr ought  

up about  s i t uat i o n St op What  shoul d we d o . " 

E ' s r ep l y t o P r e i s k er , F eb . 17 -

"Sugges t  Co l onel  ur ge Gener al  DeWj t t  t o dec l ar e mar t i a l  l av; 

f o r  a l i en and Amer i can bor n J apanese and t hey be moved out  

of  Ca l i f o r n i a . " 
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May 14, 1942 

Co l . Kar l  R. Bendet sen 
as s i s t ant  Chi ef  of  S t a f f , C i v i l  A f f a i r s Di v i s i o n 
West er n Def ens e Command 
1231 Mar ket  St r eet  
S a n F r anc i s c o , Ca l i f o r n i a 

Dear  Co l onel  Bendet s en: 

Your  l et t er  of  t he 24t h of  Apr i l  has been gi v en our  c ar ef u l  
s t udy and c o ns i der at i o n . We ar e par t i c u l ar l y i mpr essed wi t h t he 
f u l l nes s and f r ankness wi t h whi ch you expr es s your  v i ews and, even 
t hough our  c onc l us i ons d i f f e r , our  h i gh c onf i denc e i n t he ar my i s 
not  di mi s hed by i t . 

And s o , wi t h equal  f r ank nes s , I  woul d l i k e t o s t at e our  at t i t ude 

and p o s i t i o n . 

I t  goes wi t hout  s ay i ng t hat  our  most  i mmedi at e concer n i s our  
own syst em and wor k s , but  we have al ways appr ec i at ed t he f ac t  .hat  
our  l o c al  pr obl em i s onl y a par t  of  a much l ar ger  one. For  t hat  
r eason we have her et o f o r e c onf i ned our  s t at ement s t o our  own l oc al  
's i t uat i on i t  be i n g our  i dea t hat , once t h i s s i t uat i o n i s br ought  
t o vour  a t t en t i o n , t he mi l i t a r y woul d, des i gn a gener al  scheme whi c h 
woul d compr ehend t he s o l ut i on of  as many l oc al  pr obl ems as po s s i b l e . 
We r egar d t he zone l i nes dr awn i n t he o r i g i na l  or der  as ones dr awn 
mor e under  compul s i ons of  t he i mmedi at e nec es s i t i es t han as a f i n i s hed 
or  f i n a l  s o l ut i on of  t he pr obl em. For  t hose r eas ons we al s o r ef r ai n-
ed f r om "- j oi ni ng i n" any concer t ed ac t i on wi t h any ot her s des i gned t o , 
as you "say, "br i ng p r es s u r e . " We di d not  and do not  wi s h t o un-
nec es s ar i l y add t o t he al r eady heavy bur dens and r es p o ns i b i l i t i es of  
t he ar my: but  we do l ook t o t he ar i oy f o r  i nf or med l eader s h i p . 

We ar e unabl e t o under s t and t he r eas oni ng wher eby an open r oad 
or  hi ghway r unni ng al ong t he v a l l ey f l o o r  and wh i c h , f o r  a c o ns i der abl e 
di s t anc e f o l l ows f a i r l y c l o s e t o t he nat ur al  c ont our s ô f  t he f oot -
h i l l s shoul d be a mi l i t ar y boundar y . The r oad as i t  i s s i t uat ed 
c o u l d/ no t  ̂ so f ar  as we ar e abl e t o ŝ ee, s t op or  l i mi t  mi l i t ar y ac t i o n , 
but  t he h i l l s t hemsel ves mi ght . I f  such a boundar y l i ne i s suppor t ed 
onl y by t he r eason t hat  t he boundar y "must  s t op somewher e  ̂ and t hat  
t he r oad i s a conveni ent  and eas i l y t r aced_ l i ne t hen i t   ̂

we i n t he ar ea ar e l ef t  exposed t o danger  m or der  t o s i mpl i f y t ne j ob 

of  t he s ur v ey o r . 

We t h i nk we f u l l y appr ec i at e t he d i f f i c u l t i e s i mpl i ed i n your  
s t at ement "t hat  t he evac uat i on pr obl em i s c onf us ed wi t h t he gener al  
campai gn agai ns t  sabot age and t he s ubver s i ve a c t i v i t i e s , out  t he 
enemy S i l l  not  be much concer ned wi t h t he l o g i c a l  n i c et i es of  our  
ana l y t i c a l  br eak down. He wi l l  i nv ade, s abo t age, subver t  whenever  
and wher ever  he can i n or der  t o at t ai n h i s end. I n our  pr esent  
s i t uat i o n t he d i s t r i c t  and, so f ar  as we know, a l l  o t her  c i v i l  
au t ho r i t i es , have no l ega l  power  under  whi ch t he ar ea can oe c l ear ed 



Co l . K ar l  Bendet s o n 

or  p r ac t i c a l l y or  e f f ec t i v e l y po l i c ed or  pr o t ec t ed agai ns t  t he 
sabot eur  whi ch i s t he danger  we i mmedi at el y f ear  and t he ar my i s 
t he onl y agency we know of  whi ch possesses t he l egal  power  t o make 
such pr o t ec t i on po s s i b l e . Now, our  po i nt  i s t hat  i t  woul d be bet t er  
f o r  no t  onl y our s el ves but  f o r  a l l  concer ned i n t he pr o t ec t i on of  
t h i s West er n ar ea , i nc l udi ng t he ar my i t s e l f , i f  t he t e r r i t o r i a l  
l i mi t s whi ch t he ar my pl ac es upon i t s own exer c i s e of  t hat  power  
wer e dr awn al ong nat ur al  and not  a r t i f i c i a l  l i n es . I n t h i s l o c a l i t y 
such a l i ne woul d r un al ong t he peak of  t he S i e r r as , or  t he eas t er n 
boundar y of  t he St at e, r at her  t han al ong a hi ghway whi c h has no 
appar ent  nat ur al  r e l a t i o n t o t he t er r ai n over  whi c h i t  r uns or  t he 
devel opment s t her e i n . 

. . . . T o r un such a nat ur al  boundar y woul d add but  a smal l  bur den 
t o t he ev ac uat i o n; but  i t  woul d be t he onl y way i n whi c h t he ar ea as 
i t  nat ur a l l y e x i s t s . . . c o u l d be deal t  wi t h as t he nat ur al  uni t  whi c h 
i t  i s f o r  a l l  pur pos es . 

R . E . STARK 



y 

El l i o t t  F i l e 
fé 

Seùfch ¿an J oaqui n Val l ey Un i t , 
Cal i f or ni a Newspaper  Publ i sher s Assoc i at i on 
Hanf or d, Cal i f  

Pet i t i on, (F i r s t  s i gner  Geo. P . Si mer al ) 

P i x l ey . Cal i f  

Pet i t i on (F i r s t  s i gner  f i ni t oi pi x̂z.G.R. Gol dsman) 

Tul ar e, Cal i f  
(Wor di ng i dent i cal  wi t h above) 

t : 

2/ 16/ 42 

2/ 18/ 42 A  ̂
wi r e 

2/14/42 
wi r e 

Pet i t i on (F i r s t  s i gner  Emer y M« Whi l t on) 

Tul ar e, Ca l i f . 2/ 19/ 42 
wi r e 

Gar ner , Rober t  F . , JE 
Amer i can Legi on 
Leoar t ment  of  Cal i f o r ni a, 
San Fr anci sco 2/ 17/ 42 

Or osi  Ci t i zens Commi t t ee 
Or os i , Cal i f  2/ 19/ 42 

wi r e 

L i ndsay Post  #128 
Amer i can Legi on 
L i ndsay , Cal i f  

2/ 19/ 42 
wi r e 

Vent ur a Chamber  of  Commerce 
Cent ur a, Cal i f  

Tul ar e L i ons Cl ub 
Tul ar e, Cal i f  

2/20/42 

2/ 19/ 42 
wi r e 

# 

Eoar d of  Super v i sor s , 
Cout y of  Ker n 
Baker s f i el d, Cal i f  2/ 16/ 42 

al i ens 

Tul ar e Gr ange 
Ty l ar e, Cal i f  2/23/42 

wi r e 



L i ndsay Women's Cl ub 
L i ndsay , Cal i f  

Sequoi a Post  #1864 
Vet er ans of  For ei gn War s of  t he U.S 
V i s a l i a , Cal i f  

undat ed 
i nc l . dual  c i t i zenshi p 

2/20/42 " , 
? 

3 

I i i nuba Chamber  of  Commerce 
L i nuba, Cal i f  

Count y Super vi sor s Assoc i at i on of  Cal i f or ni a 

Sacr ament o, Cal i f  

2/ 26/ 42 
wi r e 

2/21/42 

f  

Feder al  Post  #97 
Amer i can Legi on 
Por t l and, Or egon 2/28/42 

Vent ur a Post  #339 
Amer i can Regi on 
Vent ur a, Cal i f  2/20/42 

Tu2ar e Count y Labor  Counci l  
V i s a l i a , Cal i f  2/2?/42 

Vi sal i a L i ons Cl ub 
Vi s a l i a , Cal i f  

San J oaqui n Farm Bur eau Feder at i on 
St ockt on, Cal i f  

2/28/42 
wi r e 

2/ 14/ 42 

u 

Cal i f or ni a f f oi nt  I mmi gr at i on Commi t t ee 
San F r anc i sco, Cal i f  2/ 27/ 42 

San Beni t o Chamber  of  Commerce 

Ho l l i s t er , Cal i f  

Mer chant s and Manuf act ur er s Assoc i at i on 
Tos Angel es , u a l i f  

2/ 13/ 42 

2/ 13/ 42 

f cadi BszPEBgr esr ar aKzgi Kfe 
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St ani s l aus Count y Def ense Counci l  . . , 
M- dest o, Cal i f  2/ 10/ 42 (Al i ens ) 

Counci l  of  San Buenavent ur a 
Vent ur a Count y 
Buenavent ur a, Cal i f  

San Lui s Obi spo Chamber  of  Commerce 
San Lui s "bi s po , Cal i f  

Sant a Mar i a Mi ni s t er i al  Uni on 
Santaaf  Mar i a, Ca l i f . 

f»l ai rEZÄ0K0±yxSarrniziHXB0B 
Eoar d of  Super vi sor s 
Count y of  Vent ur a 
Vent ur a, Cal i f  

Def ense Or gani zat i ons o f  Thr ee Ri ver s 

Thr ee Ri ver s , "a l i f  

PeaceOf f i cer s Assoc i at i on of  Tul ar e Count y 

Tul ar e, Cal i f  

Shaf t er  Ki wani s Cl ub 
Shaf t er , Cal i f  

Cal i f or ni a Cat t l emen's Associ .aj r i on 
San r r anc i s c o , Cal i f  

Resol ut i on by Tul ar e Co. Cat t l emen's As s 'n 

Fel l ows Uni t  
Ti dewat er  Assoc i at ed Pet r ol eum*Wor ker s, I nc. 

Taf t , Cal i f  

undat ed 

2/ 2/ 42 

2/ $/ 42 NO evacuat i on 

2/ 3/ 42 

2/2/42 
wi r e 

i s 1/22/42 
wi r e 

3/ 20/ 42 (J aps i n camps, 
t o be used i n har vest -
i ng i f  needed) 

3/ 12/ 42 * I  

Taf t  Lodge #1527, B.P .O.E l k s 
Taf t , Cal i f  3/ 6/ 42 

Or ange Cove Ci v i l i an Def ense Counci l  

Or ange Cove, Count y of  Fr esno 

Cal i f  
3/ 16/ 42 

Downey Post  Amer i can Legi on, Lt d 
Downey, Cal i f  3 A / 4 2 



At ascader o i nf ense Counc i l , 
At ascader o, Cal i f  2/ 10/ 42 

8¡ >a * á ûf c S v ^ i y « t ' u t s 
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T u t o r e , C a l W 

A v f v W t * i Vo . 
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