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1» Soma lot a s on eondi tiene i n Fresno and Tulare Countlast 

A. In connect i on wi t h of f i c i al  dut i es, I spont  two days nd a part 

of  a thi rd ( pr i l  23- 30, 1942) i n Fr esno and Tuiaro Count i es and whi l e 

there encountered ooneiaerable host i l i ty towarde the J apanese and some 

conditions which off i ci al s reg rded as presenting elements of potential  

danger* 

This was parti cul arl y true i n two areas* One of these l i es i n 

northwestern Tulare County and southeastern Fresno County, embracing a 

di stri ct extending roughly from 3el  Hey, Fresno County, southward to 

Kingsburg and eastward to Orosi , Tulr.re County* The other i s in the 

vi ci ni ty of Cal i fornia Hot Springs, in southeastern Tulare County. 

Practi cal l y al l  of the di f f i cul ty, as I diagnosed i t after t~Jk-

ing wi th of f i ci al s, ci t i zens and newspapermen, seems to have grown out of 

voluntary evacuations. Both of these sections are i n Mi l i tary Are«. No. 2. 

There appears to be l i t t l e or no objection to the assembly centers at 

Fresno and 7bl are 

Prior to the outbreak of the ŵ r, the j sl  Rey- Orosi  area had a 

J apanese population of between 1,800 and 2,000. l arge proportion of the 

permanent J apanese residents own thei r own farms or l ease them, ¿»ome have 

been there as long as twenty and thi rty years. General l y speaking, they 

are trusted and reasonably wel l  l i ked by the white residents. 

Fol lowing the establ ishment of the mi l i tary areas by the tfar 
\  * 

uept rtment, several  hundred more J apanese have moved into the di str i ct . 

Off i ei al s estimate the number al l  the way from 1,500 to 3,000. I t i s prob-

abl e that , considering the permanent J apanese resi dents, the J apanese 



popul at i on in thiii  di st r i ct  now t ot al s 3»500 or  4,000. Most of the volun-

tary evacuees set t l i ng t her e seemi ngl y came from Southern Cal i fornia« 

They have settl ed wherever housing faci l i t i es have been avai l abl e � 

in the towns and on farms. In seme instances J apanese farm operators have 

permitted evacuees to settl e on thei r l and, on one farm near >el  iiey 

approximately 100 J apanese � possibl y more � are camped« 

¡iesentment  on t he par t  of  t he whi t e r esi dent s i n t he ar ea i s openl y 

expr essed« Thei r  gener al  compl ai nt  i s t her e «er e enough J apanese t her e 

bef or e and t hey obj ect  t o t he ar ea bei ng made *a dumping ground f or  t he J aps 

from Los ¿ngel es and San Fr anci sco,n The at t i t ude has numerous r ami f i cat i ons« 

For  exampl e, t he Tul ar e County Board of  i uper vi aor s sever al  t i mes took 

act i on r ef usi ng emergency wel f ar e ai d t o t he J apanese evacuees, and super vi sor  

J « G. Brown of  Ter r a Bel l a was quoted i n The Fresno Bee on i pr i l  14, 1942, as 

sayi ngt  

MWe pr ef er  t hat  t he government  remove al l  J apanese from t he county« 

I f  t hey l ove t he J apanese enough t o send soci al  secur i t y wor ker s her e t o car e 

f or  t hem, t hey may f i nd t hat  t he worker s woul d get  some of  t he same t r eatment  

as t he J apanese«** 

several  i nci dent s have occur r ed i n t he J el  aey- Orosi  ar ea, two of  them 

of  a r at her  ser i ous nat ur e« >ome ot her s have been nar r owl y aver t ed« County 

of f i c i al s ar e f r ankl y appr ehensi ve t hat  ot her s may occur  i n t he f ut ur e under  

cer t ai n ci r cumst ances« 

8« On t he ni ght  0 f  pr i l  13, 1942, i n J el  Hey, f i ve J apanese, vol un-

t ar y evacuees from southern Cal i f or ni a, overpowered Const abl e J ohn owan, 

knocked hi m unconsci ous and st ol e hi s gun nd handcuf f s. Fol l owi ng t hi s , a 



a crowd of  whi t e r esi dent s from t he sur r oundi ng ar ea» .t  l east  two of  them 

armed wi t h shotguns» t hr eat ened di r ect  act i on agai nst  t he J apanese i n t he town 

and i n t he camp wher e about  100 J apanese har e set t l ed t hr ee mi l es f rom t he 

t osn« 
»» 

Const abl e Swan» assi st ed by J eputy sher i f f  Huber t  Nevi n» succeeded i n 
# 

di sper si ng t he crowd by per suadi ng them t hat  vi gi l ant e act i on woul d be exceed-

i ngl y unwise, t he next  ni ght » t he wi ndows of  t hr ee st or es i n t he J ap nese 

quar t er s were smashed. These i ncl uded t he San Vi covi ch Bui l di ng whi ch h d 

been l eased by t he oper at or s of  t he San Fr anci sco newspaper» Nl ehi  Bei * ..jud 

two bui l di ngs owned by I . sakai . Windows of  a t hi r d bui l di ng wer e broken on 

t he succeedi ng ni ght * 

The st or y t ol d by Const abl e Sw n̂ i s as f ol l ows* 

He was st andi ng i n f r ont  of  t he i »l  Key F i sh Market  on Rai l r oad venue 

t al ki ng wi t h a Mexi can» Fl or ent i ne Rom»» when he obser ved t he J  panose dr i vi ng , 

i n a r eckl ess manner* He stopped them and sought  t o quest i on t he dr i ver  of  t he 

car » Ifesa Kokanura» aged 13* Sw&n sai d t he J apanese gave evasi ve answer s and 

when he asked hi m where he l i ved» r epl i ed} "Ther e*» no cur few l av her e." 

Ther e was some f ur t her  conver sat i on and Swan st ar t ed t o put  handcuf f s on tiakamura 

t  t hi s poi nt  t he f i ght  st ar t ed» wi t h t he f i ve J apanese at t acki ng ŵan 
\  

and Rom?, swan was knocked out  und when he r egai ned consci ousness t he J apanese, 

as wel l  as hi s gun and handcuf f s» had di sappear ed« Some t i me l at er » t hr ee of  

t he J apanese appear ed i n Sanger  «her e t hey sought  out  Ni ght  Watchman Fl oyd 

Br i dges. They t ol d Br i dges t hey had been t he vi ct i ms of  two hol dup men at  J t l  
* 

Key and succeeded i n t aki ng t he gun f rom one of  t hem. Br i dges took t he t r i o t o 

j el  Hey where ¿wan i dent i f i ed them as hi s assai l ant s and t hey were pl aced i n j ai l  



m ol d t i me J apanese r esi dent  of  t he ar ea» Roy i tot«» sought  out  t he ot her  

t vo J apanese and t ur ned them oyer  t o t he const ubl e. 

Mo f ur t her  t r oubl e of  a ser i ous nat ur e has si nce oeeur r ed i n Del  Rey, 

al t hough Sher i f f  George Over hol t  had two deput i es st at i oned i n t he t o*« f or  

si ght  days af t er  t he mel ee and has speci al  pat r ol s i n t he town each Sat ur day 

ni ght * 

Swan r egar ds t he i nci dent  as "one of  t hese t hi ngs'* whi ch might  have 

occur red any t i me« They coul d have been F i l i pi nos , or  Mexi cans or  whi t es. 

It j ust so happened» unf or t unat el y, t hey were J apanese. He questions t hat  t he 

at t ack by f i ve young J apanese» t he el dest  of  whom i s 22» was r apr esant at i ve of  

t he J apanese communi ty and was gr eat l y depl or ed by t he ol der  J apanese r esi dent s 

who ar e anxi ous t o keep peace* t hese r esi dent s f ear  t hat  i f  many i nci dent s 

m 

occur ! or  ser i ous t r oubl e devel ops» t he area wi l l  be decl ar ed a mi l i t ar y tone 

and al l  wi l l  be subj ect  t o evacuat i on» t he ol d r esi dent s mm wel l  as t he new 

ar r i val s . 

C. The ot her  ser i ous i nci dent  occur r ed at  sul tana» about  t went y mi l ee 

sout heast  of  )el  \ ey. t  2.00 a.m. on t he morni ng of  ¿larch 11» 1942» two whi t e 

r esi dent s of  t he town» al do mmons end Sdward Ber nard» 25» made an abor t i ve 

at tempt  t o bum a two story J apanese owned and oper at ed hot el  whi ch at  t hat  

t i me was pr et t y wel l  crowded wi t h evacuees. They poured gasol i ne on t he automo* 

bi l e of  i * Ogat a» whi ch was par ked i n a gan gs adj acent  t o t he hot el  bui l di ng» 

and set  i t  af i r e. They t hen dr ove away and» t hi nki ng t hey were bei ng pur sued» 

f i r ed t hr ee r evol ver  shot s i nt o t he ai r . Hi e aut omobi l e» val ued at  $225» was 

dest r oyed but  t ownspeopl e and t he f i r e depar tment  kept  t he bl ase f rom spr eadi ng 
\  

t o t he hot el . 



/rraigned before J ust i ce of the Peace J * W* Fl oyd, the aen testi -

f i ed they bel ieTed they were acting with patri oti c motives i n attempting 

to burn the J apanese property« J udge Floyd commented the patrioti sm had 

been misappl ied, -  said the enti re town might hare been destroyed* 

Constable C. V. Martin stated the two men had been drinking* Before Super-

ior J udge Frank L&mberson i n Vi sal i a, the men pleaded gui l ty ¿.nd asked for 

probati on, which has been granted* 

jh Several  other i ncidents of a comparatively minor nature have 

occurred* Reports of J apanese store windows having been broken in êedley 
# 

&nd Kingsburg have been received by the sher i f f 's of f i ce of Fresno County* 

In Jel  ,ey, Constable Swan was informed the J apanese driver of an automobile 

speeding through the to- n had made an apparentl y del iberate attempt to run 

¿©an a woman carrying a baby as she stood at the aide of the street* On 

the other side of the pi cture, several  reports have reached Sheri ff Overhol t 

of Fresno County of inst nces of persons steal ing produce from the f i el de of 

the J apanese i n the restri cted area after the 8*00 p«m* curfew* 

jj* the other area i n Tul are County where there seems to exist a 

pattern for troubl e i s i n the vi ci ni ty of Cal i forni a Hot Springs, i n the south 

eastern part of the county, near Pine Fl at* Cal i fornia Hot springs i s a 

resort patronised l argel y by people residing i n Tul are County* I t i s about 

on the l i ne between the timber and gr&ting areas, below which are extensive 

grti n f i el ds. The f i re hau&r4 i n thi s region i s parti cul arl y acute for sev-

eral  months of the year and numerous forest , brush, grass and gr i n f i r es 

occur each summer* 



A consider? bi s m ber of J apanese have rented cabine et Cal i fornia 

Hot Springe. Ihe number ha e been variousl y estimated at from f i fty up to 

100. The accommodations are fai r l y expensive and there appe. r a te be 
no 

of gainful  occupation i n the vi cini ty* Most or al l  of the fami l i es 

have come from outhern Cal i fornia and appear  to have a good deal  of money 

to spend* 

Theas J apanese are regarded with much suspicion both by t he people 

i n t he neighborhood � aost of them l ivestock men � and county off i ci al s) 

«ho fear t he danger of eabotage. The reeidents want thi s area declared a 

pr ohi bi t zone from which the J p̂oneee would be evacuated* On Apri l  20, 

1942, t he Tul aj ĵ J ount y Cattlemen*s A esociation held a dinner at  which 

Governor Culbert L* Ol son was present. The problem was l aid before hi m by 

several  speakers, and press reports quoted him as saying he would ask Lieut* 

General  J ohn L* ae,iitt to declare the region a prohibi ted zone* 

From Theodore w. Bul l ock, a ranger for the state 111 vi si  on of j foreetry, 

X was tol d that feel ing against the J apanese i n the area was qui te strong. 

He said recentl y several  enrol l ses at the Ci vi l i an Conservation Corps at the 

Fountain Spr i ng, Camp, about f i fteen organised 

t o Cal i fornia Hot Springe to drive the J ape out* The CCC boys were armed only 

wi th cl ubs. They reportedly had been loaded into a truck but were stopped 

before they got started* I h,»ve no other veri fi cation of thi s incident* 

F. J l  strict t tomey Ate I ter Haight and sheri ff B* 3. ¿erhman of Tul are 
\  

County are incl ined to view the si tuation i n the Cal i fornia Hot springs urea 

with considerable apprehension, they point out that the urea annual l y has 



inany f i res and wi th the J apanese i n the area thi s summer, al l  fi re- , even 

those «hioh sight be started by l i ghtni ng, would be blamed on to them* 

They bel ieve the J apanese should be moved out of tho foothi l l  sec-

tion by having the region declxred a closed sons or by some other motion* 

I t i s thei r opinion they oan keep the remainder of the county under control  

provided no more J apanese come in« X might say the assembly fenter in the 

ci ty of Tulare uoes not appear to be a natter of «ny contention among the 

residents as the prupose of the eenter i n keeping the J apanese there only 

so long as they can be moved to reception centers or otherwise rel ocated, i s 

pretty wel l  understood* 

0. In the l inuba- Orosi  area has been formed an organization known 

as th$ Bsld Eagl es. /Thi s i s an unoff i ci al  organisation composed of farmers» 

businessmen nd others i n the comrtiunity* The purpose as announced i s to see 

that , i n the event of an invasion by land forces or paratroopers, the l ocal  

J apanese offer no assistance to the enemy« They have no uniforms but al l  are 

to have guns« They deny i t i s a "vi gi l ante" organisation. n area has been 

blocked off into sections and member« "assigned« certain J apanese to "take 

c.r s of* in the event of invasion« Thei r goal  i s 1,000 men* simi l ar org 

sation of about 100 members has been formed in the Terra Bel l a di str i ct , i n 

t he gener al  nei ghbor hood of  Cal i f or ni a Hot  Spr i ngs* 

Charles R« Hurst, one of the l eaders of the organisation, saidt "thi s 

i s in no sense a vi gi l ante organisation« e are choosing only men of mature 

judgment «ho wi l l  keep thei r heads in ¿*ny emergency* e wi l l  not interfere with 

« 

the ci vi l i an defense work« Many of our members are members of the defense 

corps and that i s thei r f i rst obl igation« But they wi l l  step in where the 

defense corps i s not abl e to cope with the si tuat i on." 
- 7-



The good f ai t h of  t hi s or gani sat i on par  so i s not  quest i oned 

/ _ 

by t he peace aut hor i t i es, but  bot h ¡Ast r i ct  t t or ney al i ght  *nd Aer i f f  

Sherman acknowl edged t he pot ent i al i t i es of  such an or gani sat i on under  a 

cer t ai n set  of  ci r cumst ances» j uch 8 some over t  act  by t he J apanese i n t he 

nei ghbor hood, at r oci t i es agai nst  our  Pr i soner s of  Vlar  i n t he hands of  t he 

J apanese, et c. They f r ankl y admi t  i t  i s a possi bl e t r oubl e sour ce, but  

ar e r at her  i ncl i ned t o mi ni mi se t he l i kl i hood of  anyt hi ng occur r i ng* 
|  

H* A col l at er al  si t uat i on has devel oped i n t he county i n t he r efus-

al  of t he Board of «par v i ao r s t o pr ovi de assi st ance f or  wel f ar e wort: among 

J apaneef i n t he count y*. The vi ews of  supervi sor  Brown wer e di scussed 

earl i er i n t hi s report� The resentment  has been di r ect ed agai nst  t he 

Government |  i t bei ng t he bel i ef  t hat  t he Feder al  Government  i s r esponsi bl e 

for t he l ar ge movement  of  t he J apanese i nt o t he count y, super vi sor  R. L. 

Pat t er son of  Vi sal i a aai di  «The J apanese ar e an obl i gat i on of  t he Uni t ed 

St at es Government . We do not  want  t o be any par t y t o a program t o t r eat  

the© bet t er  t han our  own i ndi gent s ." assi st ant Di st r i ct  t t or ney LeRoy 

Sl oCoraiek remarked» "The county has t r i ed agai n and i  gai n t o get  t he r ay 

t o or der  al l  J apanese out  of  Tul ar e Founty* They har e si mpl y sl apped us i n t he 

f ace by t he ooneent r at i on of  J apanese her e.« The l at est  epi sode i n t hi s i s t he 

Boar d's r ef usal  t o gr ant  a r equest  of  t he St at e wel far e Department  t o make f i ve 

County ease wor tere avai l abl e t o assi st  i n i nt er vi ewi ng J apanese bei ng sent  t o 

t he assembl y Cent er , Super vi sor s Brown and C � B. l Uumbsugh opposed hel pi ng 

Feder al  ut hor i t i ee on t he ground t hey "have shown no consi der at i on f or  Tul ar e 

County by per mi t t i ng l ar ge numbers of  J apanese ev&cuaes t o set t l e her e." 

I . The di r eet or s of  t he Tul ar e County Farm Bureau adopt ea a r esol ut i on 



objecting to making Tulare County "the dumping groun f or  J apanese that 

are considered undesi rabl e i n other areas of  Cal i forni a.* The résolu-

t i on asserted that i n many sections there are mora J apanese than whites* 

J . In genera 19 sheri ff Ors r ho I t of Fresno bounty seems to f ee 1 

more apprehensive of disturbances than do the authori ti es of Tul are County, 

because of the si tuation i n the southern part of hi s county* He thinks 

t hs si t uat i on c»n be considered "bad" and, i f anyt hi ng, i t  i s gr owi ng 

worse* 

Hoversr y I  did not f i nd other substantiation of the bsl i ef that 

the si t uat i on i s det er i or at i ng. J *<* Ooadard, Val l ey Sditor of the Fresno 

Bee, #ho has watched t he si t uat i on ver y cl osel y, bel ieves i t has improved 

ouring t he l ast  week or t en days* .Whether  t hi s I s temporary, he coul d not 

say. Charles � J j i t mor e, ¿»ubl i j her  of t he VI  se l i a Ti mes- J el t a, r egar ds 

the si tuntion i n both counties «� ûi t e c r i t i c »̂. He ss:id i h«t he pl ans 

to wri te soae edi torial s i n the near future designed te cool - off the senti-

ment. Both he and C. L* Rel ander, the Gi ty Sdi tor of the paper, think the 

Bàld Eagles bear close watching by ths authori ti es as i t would take somewhat 

� , 

l ess than an invasion to cause them to go into action* 

\  
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