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SURVEY OF PUBLIC OPINION IN WESTERN SPATES ON JAPANESE EVACUATION

Albugquerque Morning Journal, Mareh l-April 21

. H

A, SUMMARY

I. Press attitude is generally more temperate than that of state
and local officials and organized groups. Fairly
consistent throughout check period.

1§ State Officials consistent in vigorous opposition to any re-

location progrem, except internment of Japanese,
in the State. Considerable feeling, particularly

against voluntary colonisation., Some feeling of
"if we have to take them, Pederal government must
take responsibility”.

Governor continued to threaten use of emergency

po Bu"m. if necessary, to prevent coloni-
gation,

%_‘ officials consider matter of "dual citizen-
a8 possible means of dealing more summarily

".ih Japs.
reflect state attitude

% offic
OH @ reported, but determined

opposition and careful serutiny of migrant Japanese.
1solated examples of anti-Japanese bans,

nal groups not yet considering problem of
pting evacuated Jap students.

igations generally opposed to colonization,

111, Civie ) » farm « :
fivie o, soen optantcns e

Labor groups have not given much consideration to problem.
IVe Individual o ut

not much evidenced in press except by representatives
organized groups.
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B, SURVEY ANALYSIS
1. Pattera of Press Opinion (Albuquerque Journal) March 1 to April 21, 1942,

luch emphasis was being given, all through this peried, to the fact
that in relation to state populations, New Mexico had the largest percent-
age of bays in the Philippines. Several movements for "aid-to-Philippines”
were begun in Nem Wexico, presumably by parents and relatives of New Mexico
gsoldiers who appeared to be doomed to death or imprisonment, This unquestion-
ably has affected anti-Japanese feeling in a state where pre-war Japanese
population was very low--{only 186).

The fact that most of New Mexico had "open weather" during the check
period emabled migrant Mummmmmmmtmmmu |
an early date. .

Bariiest recognition of the Japanese situation in the New Hexico press,
however, appear to have been in form of consideration of intermment of

Mmsnnu.. inasmuch as an abandoned CCC camp at Santa Fe was found to
be in process of reconditioning to accomodate an undetermined number of
Japanese aliens,

In this connection, the earliest editorial comment during the period
gsurveyed urged "put the Japs to work"--if they are to be interned they should
be forced to do some work for their upkeep.

By March 3, however, the press as well as official politieal groups
became aware that something more than mere intermment was in the offing.

In general, the editorial expression ih New Mexico was much more temperate
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than thet of official and private groups. This was evidenced as early as
Narch 3 by an editorial pointing out that this is war, and despite any local
a:«iim, mtmmmmm-mm in line with any
plans for either internment or relocation of Japanese, as a matter of loyalty.
1t may be significant that this type of expression appeared simultaneously
with the first official protest, when the governor joined other western
mmn in protesting to Representative John H. Tolan the removal of Japs to
inland miu.

Despite some awareness that colonization might be a problem to be faced,
the immediate concern of the press in the early days of March was in terms of
intermment. On March § an editorial pointed out that New Mexico had "lined wp"”
with the plan to intern Jap aliens and joined the governor in urging "strictest
methods to guard prisoners and safeguard citizens of the state”. The editorial
continued, however, to point out that it would be impossible to find employment
in the state for any numbers of Japanese, thus pointing toward the growing feeling
ageinst colonigation plans,

Following expression of determined opposition by state officiale to
Japanese colonigation, the Journal editorialized on march 6 stating that Yew
Mexico will cooperate in taking its share of aliens but suggested that serious
employment, social and racial problems would be created if Japanese colonization
were permitted. |

This feeling was given substence on March 7 in reflecting general opposition
to the first major colonization proposal. An editorial on that date said “no®
to the question of colonizing some 40,000 to 60,000 Japanese-americans in the
laxwell area of northeastern New Hexico. This followed "almes t unanimous
opposition™ to the proposal, presented by a "representative of Japanese interests”
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$o the governor and Chamber of Commerce officials in a Santa Fe conference on
March 5,

The press kept in touch, primarily in its news columns, with the develop-
ment of the internment camp at Samta Pe, and also with increasing numbers of
small groups of Japanese driving through the city on their way to Colorado.
Through news columns also, the Journal kept New Mexico readers well informed
of the progress of the evacuation plans through stories issued from San Franeisco
and Los Angeles, No discrepancies or garbled information appeared to have been
passed out in the handling of these headquarters stories, primarily AP releases.

Thet considerable interest was being taken in the Japanese question was
evident., A feature story saying that Japanese in the Santa Fe internment camp
had paid income tax, a statement from General Cardenas of Mexico that all
aliens had-been moved away from NMexico's western coast, reperts of FBI activity
hﬂlﬂlfﬂwm“, & report that the relocation camps would de
designed for permanence so they might be used for veterans' rehabilitation
after the war, a story by a white farmer in Los Angeles minimizing the serious~
ness of the Jap evacuation to agriculture and ssying that Vexican farm hands
have done much of the work on Japanese farm lands, speculation on what might
be the lecal political implications if the several thousaend Japanese in Owens
Valley were permitted to vote in county nm,am, & photo feature of
Japanese in los Angeles--all these were given considerable attention in Journal
news columns.,

Farther evidence of moderate state press attitude appeared on March 24
in & reprinted editorial from the Carlsbad, N.M,, Current Argus which said,
in effect, that if the necessity should arise, the state night have to accept
part of the evacuees as part of its wartime duty. Again on April 8, & Journal



- 6 -

editorial pointed out that New Mexico will have to lend "some degree of
cooperatien” to the government's Japanese evacuation progrem., And again
on April 9, an editorial reprinted from the lLas Vegas, N.M., Optie, said
Japanese labor could be used to advantage on Colfax County farm lands, (%his
is the locale of the Maxwell land purchase proposal).

In late March a reprinted editorial from the weekly Deming Headlight was
a notable exception to general moderate editorial tone in the State, This said

in part--
"+ » o Could we, us Deming eitizens, look our soldiers
in the qye after opening this community %o the 1little
brown men?"

On April 12, editorial mention was made of the governor's opposition to
selling of land to Japanese and his determination to use his emergency police
powers to prevent colonisation. This was made, however, without appreciable
editorial eomment.

Purther steps in the moderating editorial trend ceme on April 14, A
Journal editorial atbempted to point out both sides of the Maxwell land pur-
chase controversy, stating that although there was opposition, at least 43
farmers were willing %o sell that they elaimed to have a right to gell, if
they so desired., A second editorial on this date, reprinted from the Carlsbad,
N.Ms, Current Argus, (notable for its temperate stand throughout) pointed out
that somewhere, mwmu-d- room for the Japanese, who as & matter of
military necessity, have had to be moved away from the coastal areas. It
guggested that perhaps New lexico had a patriotic duty to take some of the
Japanese and help watch them through the war.

This was the tone of editorials as the survey period ended., Not ended,
however, was a careful reporting in news columns of the Maxwell land purchase
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proposal. Last word of that appeared on April 18, stating that Japanese have
an option on 9,000 scres of land in that ares, et & minimum aggregste price of
$550,000. A firet option had expired, and a second option, still held, added
$4 per acre for every acre plowed or planted if the option was exercised by
lay 4.

On April 21, the Journal gave prominence, on pege one, 0 & story from
WOCA headguarters in San Frqncisco, stating that more than two-thirds of the
Japanese-operated farm lands in Arigons, California, Oregon and Washington
have been transferred to other opervators. The job is "over the hump™, WCCA
was quoted as ssying, The transfer was gsaid $o have been mt rapid in
Arizona where 96.67 of the Japanese~held acreege was already in the hands of
new operators., In Oregon the trensfer was 80,7 percent complete; in Californies
69% complete, and in Washiagton 58.7 percent complete,

It ies significant that the Salt lake City meeting was net treated
editorially but that in the survey peried, some 56 individual news and editorisl

references were noted,

At the stete level, the gogernor (John E., Miles), the State Land Commissioner,
(H. R. Rodgers), and a Justice of the State Supreme Court, (A. L. Zinn) were
voeiferously and determinedly opposed to any and all phases of Japanese re-
location or colonization in the state, They were early reconciled to an inters-

ment camp--possibly because of an earlier experience, more than a year before,
of internment of Nazi sallors at Fort Stanton, in Southern New Mexico. Iuch
opposition had been raised to the establishment of the Nasi internment camp,
but this had long since died down when the officials and people of the state
found that the Federal government was able to keep the internees well in hand
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and that the people and the state were not endangered by their presence.

Thus, it was only when the first talk came, in early March, of possible
Japanese relocation that the state officials first began to raise vigorous
opposition., Acting Governor Quintana, in the absence of Gov, John E, Miles,
joined with other western governors in a protest to Rep, John H. Tolan, Upon
his return Governor ¥iles offered cooperation of the state in plans f ern-
ment but made it clear that he wanted no Jap colonists in the state.

Real antagonism on the part of the official, politiecal groups appears %o
have broken out first when L. E., Detwiler, a New York attorney variously
represented as a liaison official between the Federal government and Japanese
and later as merely a representative of Japanese interests, approached the
governor and an assembly of civie groups with a plan %o colonize several
thousand Japanese in northeastern New Mexice in the vicinity of Maxwell.

Detwiler, dealing with an attorpey of the Maxwell Farms and Livestock Co.,
gecured an option to purchase 9,000 acres of Colfax County land, "subject to the
approval of the War Department”,

The governor, other state officials, and Chamber of Commerce representatives
from leading New Mexico towns, immediately and vigorously opposed the proposed
colonization. The State land Commissioner, H. R. Rodgers, and a justice of the
State Supreme Court, A. L. Zinn, joined the governor in early March in an
organiged attack on the proposal. Zinn propounded his belief that American bern
Japanese might be considered non-citizens because of their presumed continuing
allegiance to the emperor of Japan, This was attacked, in turn, by C. H.

R

MeIntosh, attorney for the Maxwell Farms and Livestock Co., who claimed that

the U, S. Supreme Court had ruled comtrary to the view expressed by Zimn.
Zinn's opposition led to a verbal battle between himself and Under-
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secretary of Interior, J. J. Dempsey, former New lMexice Congressman and a
political figure in the State. Dempsey had advocated moderation in the attack
on Japanese relocation until more consideration and understanding of the problem
was had., Zimn's sharp eriticism of Dempsqy's attitude led Dempsey o modify his
statements somewhat, On April 16 Dempsey told newsmen that he believed Pacific
coast Japanese-Americans might be moved to Federal land in New Mexico if they
were carefully guarded and "sent back where they ci-n from after the war",
"But,” he added, "any Americen who would sell Japs an acre of New Mexico ground
is a poor American”,.

At this juncture, there came a resolution from the State Board of Welfare
requesting the governor and state officials to "give the Japanese coloniszation
problem careful comsideration and thorough study before it was approved."

Another developmeht which began on March 18 and was noted in the New
Mexico press was an invitation from Senator Stewart of Tenneseee to western
governors to a hearing in Washington to consider a bill whiech would authorize the
arrest and detention of second generation Jap-Americans now considered citisens.
It was not revealed in the Journal subsequently whether or not Governor Miles
accepted this invitation.

Wew Mexico state officials and press were watching activities in adjacent
states during this peried. The Journal noted an‘lhn.h<il that Covernor Carr
of Colorado had requested the Federal govermment to police any Japanese who
should come into Colorade from the coast, saying that Colorado residents as well
as the Japanese themselves must be protected. On lht!h,ﬂa.gggggggng!!!1Ilrnol
a noisy crowd at a Durango, Colo., rally, that there must not be Japanese
"incidents" in Colorado, lest retaliation against American prisoners in the

Pacific result.
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News notice only was given to the meeting of the governors in Salt lLake
City., The Journal reported that four western governors had said the Federal
government must be responsible for Japanese moved inland., Simultaneously,
Governor liles issued a statement saying that he would use his emergency police
powers to curb Jap-American colonization in Wew Nexico.

Both Justice Zinn and State Land Commissioner Rodgers, as well as the
governor himself, contimued their stand through mid-April, there being no
apparcut change of attitude following the Salt Lake meeting and up to the
end of the period surveyed. |

Below the state level, and within official political groups, attitudes
reflected those of the governor and the high state officers, City and state
police checked the credentials of Japanese families traveling through the State,
and were reported to be turning over to FBI any Japs who could not produce proper
credentials. No untoward incidents were reported. As a matter of fact, on
April 3, four Japanese families drove into Albuguerque to look for a farm on
which to settle and live for fhe duration of the war. They were interviewed
wmmmntwmmmummdmmﬁmmun show
that they were "true Americans." _

wmmmm&amtﬁ“mmul‘stummpﬁd. /
»r York Denton of Maxwell was quoted in an AP release on April 14 as saying
that he had interviewed 43 fammers of the Maxwell irrigated tract and that they
had expressed willingness to sell their land $o Japanese. Among these was
John S, Sheritt, president of the Maxwell Farm and Livestock Co., an owmer of

some 8700 agres.
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On April 19, the Journal carried an AP release from Trinidad, Coleradoe,
(not far north of the New Mexico state line) which described action of the
Las Animas County (Colo.) commissioners who had voted a ban against settlement
of Japs. They had instructed the sheriff to give 24-hour notice to move on %o
and Japanese entering the county.

The school question did not appear in the New Mexico press during the

I111. Private Al ,
Attitudes of private, or non-official organisations ineluding Chambers
of Commerce, civie groups, livestock association, organized farmer gwmups, ete.
played an important part in the consideration of the Japanese relocation program
in New Mexico, as evidenced by the press.
-~ Barly in the story, as has been noted, Chambers of Commerce joined the
,&mr and other state officials in opposing the Maxwell area land purchase

/
5 proposal. A%t Las Cruces, the Chamber of Commerce received inguiries as to land

5‘ which might be available for Japanesc settlement and voted unanimously against
| auy plan for colonising Japanese in New Mexico and particulsrly in the Hesilla
1’ Valley (the lower Rio Grande valley between Elephant Butte Dem and El Paso,
L!mﬂ‘ Again at Deming, N.M., the Chamber of Commerce and affilisted civie
groups voted down a proposal by a Japanese representative to colonize some
2160 Japenese on sbout 18,740 acres which the Japanese offered to buy in that
vieinity in late March. Although the land under consideration was absentee-
owned by a California landlerd, the Japanese deldgation said they didn't want
to come in unless the community approved,
A unique development within the period was action of the Tucumeari, N.i.,
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Chamber of Commerce which on April 16 requested assistance from Senator Dennis
Chaves in obtaining a Japanese "alien concentration camp® for that commnity,
The senator "expressed surprise” and added: "In most sections nobody wants Jap
camps " .

A% Naxwell, where the sharpest New Mexico colonization controversy raged,
& mass meeting of local farmers wes reported on April 7 to have protested Jap
coloniszation, In Bernalille County, the Journal's home county, the Farm
Bureau on April 18 passed a resolution opposing any colonization there,

livestock associations were reported, on March 6, %o be opposed %o Jap
colonigation.

Only one indirect labor attitude came to light in the survey, that
‘being & statement by a U, 3, Buployment Service representative, on March 18,
urging New Eexico employers not to refuse to hire aliens merely because they
were aliens,

v, & ndividy
The only expression of opinion or attitude, reflected in the New Mexico
mm.nmmmmomwumnmnunuoumnm
mtnvlthunniulmuuuuumt“mm“mwa
of the Natienal Guard. Capt. Mi. :
Tribune on sbout April 18, said; /

"I Join with the governor of our beloved

tmnummummm»mmn‘mmmum
mmmmzmmm 2gar ice




Mareh 1 = p. 10 = Bd. "Put Japs To Work. (Intermment of Aliens).

$ =« pe 5 « AP, Seattle. W.M, Governor protests to Rep. Tolan,

3 «ps 6« Ed, Inland states uy have to help in Jap situation,

4 « po B » AP, San Francisco. Hvecuation soon, says DeWitt, |
Se= Do 1~Mphnhuhuumhnhmum./
6« pe l = AP, SBan Francisco Japs moving out of coastal areas,

§ «ps § e AP, Senta Cruz « Fireworke possession causes seizure
of Jap alien,

l = Pe_ 6 = Bd, W.M, lines up on plan to intern alien Japs.

6 - pe 128 .} Ed. "Thumbs Down" on colonization. Prediets serious

_t__;,,/ soeial, recial, employment problems.

7 «pe 6« Bd. "No" iz answer to Jep eplonization propesal (Maxwell)
7 « Pe 10 <Chambers of Commerce oppose plan to colonize Japs.
§ = po 4 wA.P, Santa Fe « CCC Comp being reconditioned for aliens.

8 = pe « Twelve Japs go through on way te Colorado, credentials
| checked.

9 « p. 8 = AP, Los Angeles., Clark announces evasuation plans.

10 « p. 5 « AP, Magdalena Bay, Lower California « General Cardenas
| says aliens evacuated from Mexico west coast.

18 =» Pe 6 = A.P. Los Cruces, W.M, « C of C votes against Japs in
Medilla Valley.

14 - p. 1 = AP, lLos Angeles. F.B,I, rounds up 200 Jape in southera
Calif,

3¢ 1 = AP, Sante Fe « Japs arrive at intermnment ecamp.
2 = Justice Zinn attacks Jap eitizenship status.~__
pe 18 « lore Japs go through mity en route Colorado.

18 = p. 7 = AP, Wash, D.C, » Sen., Stewart asks western governors to
Jap bill heering.



Mareh 18 « p. 12 = U,3, Hmployment Service re. asks consideration for aliens
by N.M, employees.

19 = ps 1 = AJP. San Francisco. DeWitt announces first Jup evacuation
nove., Sisenhower nsmed head of W,.R,A,

Dip; l#lwchﬂmmmmm--!wnmtﬁ
~solonize Jap-Americens in states.

20 - pe 4 - Bd. MMMWQ'MubMEMQ.h
winning this fight, we are not left at * very
:1""‘"" (mxmmbw)nmmu‘m«m-u

Pe 4 - B4, Los Vegas Optic quoted « Says Unders
i - acouses2gen (Justice Supreme Court) and Gov 31“.
opprosing Jap eolonization "not for M reasons, M
for selfish politicel reasons, onki.ns to draw rhm sene
timent to them through hatred for the Japanese,

21 « Py 1 «» AP, Santa Fe Japs in intermment camp pay ineome tax
22 « pe 11 « AP, Denver « Gove Carr asks U.,S5, %o police Japs in Colo,

25 « p» 1 = AP, San Pranciseo - Bvacuation of Bainbridge Island, Puget
, Sound ordered for Mar. 30 by Delitt,

= ps 7 = A,P. Durango, Colo., Gov, Carr warns against anti-Jap vice

li-ir. 2 - AP, los Angeles - New opera t#%#8 on Jap lands minimizes
Whmmlmothgmﬂm

- Do aug.r.mmn~m:npa-mum.mh

“ pe 4 - Ed, (Carlsbad, W.M. Current Argus). State duty may be to
help with Jap problem.

26 = ps 1 = AP, los Angeles. Politieal implications if Japs at Manzanar
vote.

27 « pe l-hu..!;l. Deming votes down eolenization proposal
Ed. Deming Heedlight (see elipping file) (on or about this
date) says: "How can we faocl returning soldiers if we let
hﬂmwwo

29 - p. l-M-»hle;uhn shopping tour in Los Angeles.

51 = p. « APs Ban Franoisco. Bvecuee pay will be held to $21.
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April 2 - p. ln‘u.'mmm 500 Japs moved to lMenzanar,

& = Pe 18« Human interest fenture on Jap families in Albuguergue

& = ps 4= AP, San Pranciseo - Conference of western governors salied
at Salt lake City, |

6P, .u.herlmunWmhuMplmhm
6 = po T = Jup-Americens reported seouting for lands in Rio Grande
Velley.

7 = pe 1o AePs Deming « Jup representative seeks colony neer Deming.
Pe le AP, Raton « Mexwell nass meeting protests Japs,

Pe B= AP, Santa Pe. State Attorney Gm goes to Salt lake
meeting

8 = pe 1= Santa Fe. Gov. Miles says police powers will be used to
AT surb Jap-~American colonization in N,i, |

Pe B= AP Salt Lake, 4 wostern Governors say U.S. must be
responsible for Japs moved inland,

Ps 6= Ed, WM. will have to lend "some degree of sooperation.”

6 = ps 9= Bd. los Vegas Optic - Need for using productive Jap laber

10 = pe 2= AP, Santa Feo, Justice Zimn urges oivilian defensze groups to
3 oppose Jap colonization in etate, | ‘

11 = psdle AP, Santa Fe = No state lands for Japs says lLand Commissioner.
12 = pe 6= State Press column-Report governors stand against Japs.
15 = pe BeA P, Wash., D.C.ePossible suspencion of foreign language press,

14 = p. G=AsPs Sente Fe « Zinn - Dempsey controversy over colonizetion
of Japs in N.M,

14 « p.10-INS=5an Francisco. Bendetsen denies living conditions bed inm
camps

16 = peBet AP, Haton = Mayor Denton “mlhnmrwh
sell }“l'“‘!Fo o
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April 16 = p. Underseoretary of Interior, J. J. Uempsey urges if Japs
moved %o N.M. they be guarded and sent back after the war,

16 = ps AP mm(u.nw:umomum-)
Mmsmupw-..

16 = pe6~Bd. Both sides of Maxwell eolony controversy.,

Pe (wwewm)mmpmm.wump
| with Jap situation,

17 « pe2= A.P. mmamcn.x.muuunm w
10,000 Jeps te go to Gila River Indien reservation.

unphwmm(l.&)-'mwommwmm
_ ment thera,

-p.l-lmlun.mnn!.Mwuhmum

19-’. 8«A.P, Trinided, %«-Mmmmm
ban agrinst Jap settlement,

21 « pe 1=A,P, San Pranciseo - WwopMMMMIh
Arizona, Califernis, Oregon & Washington already transe
ferred to new operctors.



