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SURVEY OF PREES OPINIOL panlie OF

)§_IN WEESTER]
FVACUATION

Montana Standard, Butte, March l-April 21
Billings Gazette, March 28 - April 21

A. SUMMARY

| ,Exggisngxsng; iz conservative., £ole editorial of
per surveyed raises issuet Can we afford, in
ood faith with ourselves, to place them (U8-born
Japanese) in a new inferior category of citizen-
ship? Future trend in news treatment seems to
be slanting evacuation stories with debated use
of Japanese to overcome acute sugar beet labor

shortage.

II. nggzgg;_ﬁgm_g,_[g;g refrains from public state-
ments during entire period, save for general
policy clearance on April 11 (a) Montana does
not objeet to Japanese evacuees being ilmmediately
employed in beet areas; (b) provided federal
government supervises evacuations and fum ishes
soldiers to protect Montana and Japsnese; (¢)
governor recommends voluntary Jap evacuees be
placed under federal jJurisdiction. Unofficlally,
Ford sppeals to Montanans net to sell land to

U8-born Japanese,

: i, Kruse of State Agricultural
8, publicly favors use of Japanese

in beet arensg,

dontana Boa ition postpones until July
action on pr receliving Jap student
evacuees at Montana universities and colleges.
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Private Interests in State divide into two opposite
roups over gquestion of using Japanese labor,

ta) five sugar beet grower assoclations are Jjolned
by 8tate Chamber of Commerce in affirmative

~ pesolutions; (b) Stete Pederation of Labor pro-

“tests to Gen., DeWitt and Washington.

III.
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B. BURVEY AHALYFIS
L

of several other Western states Montana's two largest dallies,

In sharp contrast to the press

the ¥ontana Stsndard of But te, and the Billings Cazette, have
shown conservative jJjudgment in handling the story of Japan-
ese evacuations from the West Coast during the period Msarch 1
to Apr11'21.‘ An analysis shows daily developments fall into
four msin categories: (a) Wire service coverage, both AP and
UP, on develoyments out of Generel DeWitt's headquarters in
fan Francisco, and evacuees movements in Los Angel;a, 5
references; (b) proposals to use evacuated Japanese to al-
lovinte'acuto labor shortage 1n.lqntana'saugar beet area,
7‘rofor0neol;-(e) problem of sccepting student evacuees from
Pacific Coast colleges and universities for registration at
Montana institutions, 4 references; (4) sharp oppoaition of
organized labor in Montana toward relocating Japanese farm
workers in state, JIrerorcnoon.

There is only one important statement from the offices of

‘ord, This, appearing on April 1l in the

Billings Gazette under a Helena dateline, quotes Governor
Ford as asking Generzl DeWitt to "assume responsibility"®
for safe delivery of Japanese evacuees from Coast to Hontana.
The story appeared on Page 10,

During the entire seven week perlod, only four stories re-
lating to evacuation were Judged sufficiently ilmportant to
receive front page prominence. They aret Montana Standard,

Mareh 17, "Generzl DeWitt lists 183 prohibited military areas



in the state"; Montana Standard, April 2, Los Angeles (AP)
‘"Mass evacuation of Japanese starts to Manzanar®; April 10,
Montana Standard, Helena (AP), "Japanese evacuee labor neces-
sary, say Montana beet growers%; April 14, Montana Standard,
Helena (AP), "State board of education discusses acceptance
of Japanese student evacuees at University of Montana®,
The Balt Lake rogionnl conference of governors is referred
to only once -- in & Billings Gazette, Page 2 story on April 8,
Hot until April 20 does either newspaper comment editorially
on the problem of Japanese evacuation. On that date, under
the heading "An urgent Labor and Citizenship Problem", the

Billings Gazette voices the followjng opinionss

After pointing out that the labor situation in the
state is growing critical and thet the labor committee
of the state land-use planning committee sdmits no
golution, but suggests that rursl communities be combed
for all availeble workers, the Gazette points out that
the Etate Federztion of Labor has made a "sharp

rotest® to military esuthorities against bringing
apanese labor into the Hontana farm plcture,

"0f course," says the Gazette, "we have antipathy
for the Japanese, even for those Saptnoso who are
American citizens by the privilege of birth. But this
much may be sald as a practical matter: The Japanese
both aliens and Americans, are to be moved out of
strategic military areas of the Coast, they will have
to be moved somewhere and the military suthorities
have indicated they may insist upon each of the 10
interior states of the mountain reglon accepting 10
per cent of the estimeted 150,000 Japs to be moved,."

"If we do not permit them to work, they may have
to be placed in concentration camps, A

"But there 1s snother matter which will bother us.
We are dealing in large part with American citizens
having the same rights 2s any of the rest of us., HMany
of these people have shown that they are patriotic &and
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devoted, that they have no ties with Japan. But .
they are under suspicion and knowing that, they have
agreed to leave their homes and their property. They
do this as a test of thelr citlizenship and devotion.

®Have we the moral right to deny Americen citizens,
gullty of no wrong, the right to earn a living, the
right to move from State to £tate? Can we, in good
faith with ourselves, place them in & new inferior
category of citizenship?

~ "Buch aetion against minorities have been among
the causes of the war in Europe,®

11, Governor Sam C, Ford's

policies with regerd to the Jspanese evacuation pro(rcn wvere

undefined in the press until April 11, On that date, at the

request of the Montsna emergency labor committee, he released
the following statement

"It is the policy of the state administration that
it has no objection to Japsnese evacuees being im-
nzgi;toly employed in Hontana sugar beet areas pro-
v 3

"The United Etates govemment will assume responsi-
bility to four designated points in the state; and,
further -rovided:

"That the United States Army will furnish, equipy
and mzintain one company of soldiers who wiil be
distributed in smaller groups over the beet-growing
aress to act as district patrols to preserve order,
protecting the people of Montana and the Japanese,

"Regarding the problem of filtering in of the vol-
untary Japanese evacuees; such a policy is considered
detrimental to the best interests of Montana; and it
is recommended that those who have previously come in
be placed under the same Jurisdiction as those who will
come from the reception centers in California."
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Not included in this letter but referred to in the same
Helena AP dispatech is an appeal fram Governor Fard to 3
Montanans not to sell land to American~born Japanese,

During the entire seven week period, at least one other State

~ ageney was studying phases of the Japanese evacuation problem.

This was the State Agricultural Beard, headed by Commissioner
Albert H, Kruse, At a jolnt meeting of sugar beet assocliations
with members of the state emergency labor conittn y held in
Helena on April 8, Coomissioner Kruse is quoted as saying:
M eessslf beet production goals for 1942 are to be met we must
have positive assurance by April 15 that 5000 Jap workers will
be available to Montana growers by May 1." |

As in the case of Wyoming, Montana's severe winter apparently
prevented any large advance migration of Coast Japanese farmers
over northern transcontinental highways in March and April.
Helena, so the Billings Gazette reports, had 17 consecutive
days of snowfall in late March,

There are no wbnshﬁd incidents involving any of Montana's
508 Japanese residents (281 American~born, 227 alien)., On
April ©, Yoshito Kolte, 57, of Santa Ana, was arrested on the
main highway, nine miles east of Butte, by State Patrolman

William Holderf and bocked in the Butte county Jjall on a charge

of traveling without & proper travel permit, On April 17, Koite

was released and Assistant District Attorney R, L, Erown saild
Koite's statement that he had received federal authorities!

permission to travel had been verified in California,



The problem of whether Coast college student evacuees shall be
permitted to enroll at inlend colleges and universities has
stirred up a controversy with the Montana Stste Board of Hdu-
cation. In sequence, the story develops ag follows:

April 7. The Billings Gazette, in a Berkeley, Calif. AP
dispatch reports that 14 inland colleges and universities, in-
e¢luding Colorado, Denver, Utah, Wyoming and Colorado A. & M,
have expressed willingness to accept 300 Anerienn-born Japanese
gstudents to be evacuated from the University of California. |

April 2. The Blllings Gazette, in an AP story out of Eeattle,

quotes Prof sn &8 sayling that Colorado and

Hontana universities and the Colorado f£chool of Kines are among
16 inland colleges willing to secept Ameriecan-born Japanese
student-evacuees. ,

But when the Montans State Board of Education meets in Helena
on April 14, it says sny action regarding the admission of evac-
uees will be deferred until after the board's July meeting.

III. Eince March, there are at

least two organized forces &t work in Montana -- cne strongly
favoring use of Japanese West Coast evacuees for labor, the

other equally firmly opposed. The first group includes msny of
the farm organizations of the sugar beet areas, the second group
is the Montana State Federation of Labor and its president, Jemes
De Grzham.



By way of background, Hontana acreage produced 793,000

short tons of sugar beets in 1941 as against 1,166,000 short tons
in 1942, ©Sugar beet cultivation has been greatly stepred up

this year, however, and according to !
Albert J, Kruse (see previous Helena AP citation of April 9)
growers of the state have been zsked to raise a erop on §6;000
additional acres, This screasge 1s expected to produgce more
than 1,000,000 short tons of beets, from which 160,000 tons
of refined sugsar can dbe obtained.

At this meeting, Mr. Zruse said the State ﬁeeded 25% more
field hands to harvest the anticipated 1942 crop and indi-
cated that 5000 Japanese evacuee workers would solve this
shortage., He sald 700 Japanese were needed in the Missoula
fields; 1300 in Chinook; 1200 in Hardin, near the Crow
Indian reservation, and 1200 in Sydney. |

At the same meeting, the following ststement was issued
Jointly by the Montans-Dekota Beet Growers Association, the
North Montana Beet Growers Association of Chinook, the Big
Horn County Beet Crowers Assoclation of Hardin, and the
Western Montana Beet Growers Association of Missoula:

"Montena produces annually sbout 800,000 to 1,000,000
tons of sugar beets, or sbout 125,000 to 160, 000 tons of
refined sugar. The Philipnine 1aland w%ich Japan took

Thursday, shipped the United E£tates 800 000 tons of raw
sugar in the yeanr 1939-40,
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"ontana today needs labor for 52,000 (more acres)
of sugar beets capable of produecing 700,000 tons of
sugar beets and 112,000 tons of refined sugar.,

PIt took an estimated 17 Japanese divisions to
conquer the comparatively little band of heroie soldiers
defending the Philippines before they could possess &
source of 880,000 tons of sugsr.

#"Over here in ¥ontana 1t will require only inaction,
indifference 21d loose talking to sabotage for the enemy
snother 700,000 tons of sugar beets and 100,000 tons of
refined sugar Just because Hontana sugar beets growers
cannot be agsured a sufficient supply of beet labor.

"The labor they need must come from Japanese evacuees,
but there are some people in Montana who are using every
mesns of arousing public opinion against the use of the
only labor now in z2ight for -ur sugar beet flelds,

"We feel that 1f Montana people clearly understood
the desperate need of this labor they would not only
cooperate with the sugar beet farmers but would silence
both the misinformed opposition as well as shame what-
ever fifth column subversive elements who may be at the
bottom of this movement and promoting it in every way.

PAccordingly we representatives of the sugar beet
growers of Montana appeal to both the common sense and
patriotism of Montana peo le to support our efforts to
produce all the sugar beets we can for both the ecivilian
and military needs of our nation.®

Similar resolutions were passed by the Southeastern Montana
Counties Suger Beet Assoclation, at ¥iles City, on April 17,
and by the idontana-Dakota Sugar Beet Growers Assoclation, at
Eidney on April 18,

One clvic group, the Montana £tate Chamber of Commerce,
meeting Iin Helens on April 12, by resolution endorsed the action
of the organized growers that Jap evacuee labor be brought to

Montana under Army supervision.



On April 15, the Montana Labor Federation, through James D,

Graham, its president, voiced protest against bringing Japanese

labor into the state on the 17th, following a meeting of the

federation executive committee in Helena, Graham sald he had

been authorized to send a "strongly worded®™ protest to General
DeWitt and he indicated the full test ofthis protest would bde

released after its receipt in San Frenecisco and Washington,
He said further his executive committee had suthori:zed him to

call & special convention of the Montsna federation "if and

when that course is deemed necessary®. "Very few people are

in favor of Japanese labor®, he wni quoted as saying, "except

2 portion of the beet growers®,
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Pg 9 EUP undated) Tokio radio calls Jap evacuation
Pgrl0 (savagery" Los Angeles (UP) Coast Japs will be moved
to Owens Valley

Pg 2 ©Spoksne (AP) Rev, C. E. MeAllister asks Japs to be
quartered in abandoned CCC camp near Missoula, M¥Mont.

Pg 2 ©Ban Francisco (AP) Montana designated as military
area by order of Gen., DeWitt,

Pg 1 183 Prohibited aress listed in Nontena by Gen. DeWitt,
Pg 11 &. F. (UP) Jep evacuations to "start shortly."

Pg 7 Becs III Broadwater County Beet growers would use Jap
lebor in harvesting crops.

Pg 7 Helena (AP) Montans Sugar Beet Growers Associstion
agrees to employ 4,500 Jape when evacuated from Coast.

Pg 2 Jaurez (UP) Mexico moves 80 Japs to ESanta Rosalia
internment camp,

Page 8 &, F, (UP) Iongzrl Usps further restricted.



III (Continued)

(SURVEY OF PUBLIC OPINION IN WESTERN ETATES ON JAPANESE IVACUATIONS)
Continued

Publication Location'
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Mar. 31 Pg 5 Picture (Central Press) showing soldier looking at
Jap exclusion order posted at Brainbridge Island,
near Puget found Naval Base, Bremerton, ¥ash,

April 2 Pg 1 L. A, (AP) Mass evacuation of Japs to Manzenar.

April 7 Pg 10 (BG)* Berkeley (AP) 14 inland universities, in-
cluding Colorado, Utah, Denver, Wyoming and Colorado
A, & Y., oxpressed willingness %c accept 200 American-
born Japanese evacuated from West Coast,.

April 8 Pg 2 (BG)®* Balt Lake (AP) Four Western governors say the
evacuation and relocation of West Const Japs is |
problem for federal government. -

April 8 Pg 5 (BG)* Eydney, Australia (AP) Army Minister Francis
Ford says Japs killed captives in cold blood during
occupation of New Guinea and New Britain.

April 9 Pg 3 (MB%) Jap alien from California arrested near Bt te
enroute to Chinook beet fields.

Aoril 10 Pg 6 (M8) U, €. Atty. Gen's alde checks Jap alien's per-
mit to travel from Calif, to Chinook beet fields.

Page 1 Helena (AP) Jap evacuee labor necessary, say
Hontana beet growers.,

April 10 Pg 7 (BG*) Helena (AP) Bugar beet growers appeal to both
"oommon sense and patrlotiln' to gllence "misin-
formed opposition®™ to bring 5000 Jap evacuees from
West Coast to work in beet fields,

April 11 Pg 2 (uMe#) 8.F, (AP) Evacuation of Coasst Japs to be
eompleted by May 20,

April 11 Pg 10 (8C#) Belens (AP) Governor Sam C. Ford, at re-
quest of Montana emergency labor couni%toe asks
Us 8, Army "to assume responsidbility™ for safe
delivery of Jap evacuees from Coast to Montans,
in lettar to General DeWitt.

Pg 6 (BG#*) Washington (AP) Bugar industry 1941 totals
glven by Department of Agriculture {tcr western
states) in short tong.
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(SURVEY OF PUBLIC OPINION IN WESTERN STATES ON JAPANESE EVACUATIONE)
Continued

Publication Location

April 14 Pz 1 (M8) Helena (AP) State Bd of Education discusses
acceptance of Jap student evacuees at University
of Montana,

April 15 Pg 6 Helenz (AP) State Bd of Education says any action
regarding admission of Jap student evacuees will be
deferred until July meeting.

April 15 Pg 6 (Mc#) Helena (AP) Montena Labor Federation James D.
grqgan protests sending evacuee Japs lsbor into
ontena,

April 12 Pg 2 (BG*) Helena (AP) By resolution, State Chamber of
| Commerce proposesg Army supervision of Jap evacuees
brought to Montana as farm laborers,

Pg 5 (BG*) Seat (AP) Colorado and Montana Universities
and Colorado Ec¢hool of Kines among 16 inland colleges
willing to aceept Us 8¢ born Japs says "rof. Robert
We O'Brien, Chairnnn'ﬂniversity of Wash, student
roloeatzon committee.

April 14 Pg 7 (BG) Helens (AP) Grahsm, president of E£tate Labor
| Federation says executive committee has authorized
sending of strongly worded protest against sending
Japanese labor intoc State. Protest sent to General
DeWitt, Text to be released after it had been re-
celved in San Francisco and Vashington,

April 17 Pg 9 (Me®) Jap alien, detained in Butte on April 9, re-
leased to travei to Chinook beet fields,

April 17 Pg 6 (BE*) Butte (AP) same story.

Pg 3 liles City ®* Resolution passed by Southeastern Montana
Counties Suger Beet Assoclatlion endorses importation
of Jap labor.

April 18 Pg 9 (Que#) Helena (AP) Labor for operation of Montana farms
muet be found in communities, says labor sub-committee
of Montens land-use committee. No specific mention
of Jap evacuees,

Pg 8 (ME) 8ldney - Montana-Dakota Beet Growers Association
urges use of Jap evacuees in beet fields.
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(SURVEY OF PUBLIC OPINIOR IN WEETERN ETATES ON JAPANESE EVACUATIONS)
Continued

April 20 Pg 2 (MS*) Anchorage, Alaska (AP) All Japs in Alasks to
be evacuated to £tate of Washington assembly centers
by order of Maj., Cen., £. B. Buckner Jr., commanding
general of Alaska Defense Command, |

April 20 Pg 4 (MB*) Editorisl "An Urgent Labor and Citizenship
Problem®,
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SURVEY ANALYSIS

I. Pattern of Press Opinion. In sharp contrsat to the press of

sveral other Western states, “ontanta s two largest dailies shave
shown cénservative judgement in handlfng the story of Japanese
evacuation diiring this survey period. Daly developments fall

into four categoories: a) wire service AP and Up coverage on develop-
ments from De Witt's headguaréers in San Francisco and evacuation
movements in Los Amgeles, & references; ©b) proposals to pse evacusted
Japanese to alleviate the acute labor shortage in Ngntana s sugar
beet fields, seven references; c¢) problem of accepting Pacific

Coast students in Mimtana collefes and unlverslityes , four references;
d) sharp opposttion of organized laebor in Momtana toword relocatin
Japanese farm laboreres in state, three references,

There Xhaxax 1s on1¥ one important statement from the office of
Gov. Sam C, FoEd. his, appearkng bn April 11 in the Billings Gazette
grzdz under a “elena dateline «--- cf Welow

During4the entire seven week perlod, only four stories relating to

evacuatkon were judged sufficiently lmportant to rate space on

Page one., The Salt lake regional conference;f governors 1is mt;*

referred only onge ) : R W ¢ A
‘)ﬂht':,jl-., o[b:ﬂ/’sms?r%f;-' ,%ﬂ—"-, "'Ti*'jww ’:‘;erw . ¥)

Not until April 20 does elther paper comment edgzgrially on the “Yz/.

problem of Japanese evacuation, On that date, under the heading "An

Urgent Labor and Citizenship “roblem" the Biliings Gazette

voxices the followlng:

XAfter pointing out that the labor situation in the state ls
growing critical and that the labor committee of the state land-use
planning committee admits no solution, but suggests that rural
coomunities be combed for all available workers, The Gazette points
out that the State Federation of Labor has made = 'sharp protest! tp
milltary authorities agalinst bringlngxMomkanx apanese labor
into the Montana farm picture,

"ofgxx course, we have antipathy for the Yapanese, even
thos ¢ YJapanese who are American citizens by the privelege of
birthe But this much may be sald as a paxx practical matter: The
Japanese both allens and Americans, are to be moved out of strategic
military areas of the coast, they wlll have to be moved '
somewhere, and the military authorities have indicated that they
may 1nsis£ upon each of the 10 interior states of the mountain .
areax region accepting 10 per cent of the estimated 150,000
Japs to be moved.

"If we do not permit them to work, they may have to be placed
in concentration camps.

"But there is another matter which will bother us, We are
dealing in large part with Amebican citiznes having the same rights
as any of the rest of us, JMany of these people have shown
that they are patriotic and devoted, that they have no ties

with Japan, But they are under suspicion and knowing that, theg
have agreed to leave their homes and theilr property, They do this
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as a test of thelr cotizenship and xhékbxBayakkhpx devotion,

"Have we the moral right to deny American citizens, gullty
of no mar wrong, the right to earn a living, the right to move from
State to State? Can we, in good falthyx with ourselves, place
them in & new inferior category of citizenshaip?

"Such action against minorfities have been among the causes
of the war in Europe.,"

IT. &Axxkxk ATTITUDE OF OrFICIAL POLITICAL GROUPS

Gov, Sam VY, Ford's policies with regard to the evacuation program

were undefined in the press until Aprll 1ll, On that date, at the
request of the Mon&ana emergency labor committee, he released

the following statement:

"I, is the policy of the state administration that it has

no objec%ion to Japanese evacuees being immedistely employed in Montana
sugar beet areas provided:

"The United States government will assume responsibility
to four deslgnated polnts in the state; and, further provided:

"That the United States Army will furnish, equip, and
maintaln one company of soldiers who will be distributed in smaller
groups over the beet-growing areas bo acta as district patrols to
preserve order, protecting the people of Montana and the Jdapanese.

"Regarding the problem of filtering in of the voluntary
Japanese evacuees; such a policy 1ls ccnsidered detrimental to
the best iInterests of Montana; and it is recommended that those
who have previously come In be placed under the same jurisdiction
as those who will come from the reception centers in California,"

Not included in this letter but referred to in the same Helena AP
dispatch 1s am appeal from Goevrnor Ford to Mgntanans not to sell
land to American-<born Japanese,

During the seven week period, at least one other state agency was
studylng pxkax phases of evacuation. This was the “tate Agricultural
Board, headed by Commisssoner Albert H, Kruse, On April 8

a joint meeting of sugar beet assoclations and the state

emergency labor committee was held at Helena, The Standard om

April 10, carried the story: (p. 1)

"Sugar beet growers appealed Thursday to both the 'common sense
and the patriotism' of Mgntana citizens to silenee the 'misinfoneed
opposition' to brimging some 5,000 Japanese evacuees from the Paciific
Coast to work in the beet fields,

"Some objections to such American-born Jppanese as laborers
is coming from '@8ifth column subversive elements', the growers
representatlves charged,

" « . . Albert H, Kruse, state agricylture commisssioner said that
'1f beet production goals for 1942 are to be met, we must have positive
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assurance by April 15 that 5,000 Japanese workers wlill be avallable
to Montana growers by May 138,10

"1 W are asking the army to guerd these Japanese while they
are here working in our beet fields . .'‘xZmmExpREpIXx(AXMIMEARAXT +XIXX

The statement signed by representatives of four beet growers
associations said in part: "It took an estimated 17 RXwkskmmxx
Japanese divisions to conquer the comparatively 1ittle band of herolc
soldiers defending the Phillipineskximmdxxx*before they could
completely possess a source of 880,000 tons of sugar.,

"over here in Montana it will require only inaction, indifference,
and loose talking to sabotage for the enemy another 700,000 tons
of supgar beets and 160,000 tons of refined sugar just because
Montena beet growers who are ready to plant a record acerage cannot
be assured a sufficient supply of beet labor. . . .

"WE feoel that if the people of Montana clearly understood
the desperate need of this labor they would not only cooperate
with the sugar beet farners, but would silence both the misinformed
opposition as well as shame whatever fifth column subvesrslve
elements who may be at the bottom of this movement and prbxbibain
promoting it in every way.,"

As in the case of Wyoming, Montana's severe winter apparantly
prevented any large advance migration of coast Japanese farmers over
northern transcontinental highways in March and April. Helena, so
the Billings Gazette reports, had seventeen consecutive days of snow-

fall in late March.

There are no published incidents inwovlving any of Monatana's
508 Japanese residents (281 American born; 227 alien).

The problem of whether Coast college students whll be permltted
to enroll in Montana schools stirred up a controversy in the State
Board of “ducation. In sequence, the story developed:

April 7., 7The Blllings, Gazette, in a Berkkley Ap dispatch reported
that 14 inland colleges and universities, inlcuding Colorado,
Denver, Utah, Wyoming, and Colorado A & M had expressed willingness

to accept 300 American boprn Japanese‘students to be evacuated from
the University of Calffornia

April 2, Billllngs Gazette, Ap story from Seattle, quotes Prof.
Robert W, O'Brien as saylng that Colorado and Montana universities
and Colorado Schhol of Mines are am ng 16 inland colleges willing
to eqcept evacuated students

N :
April 14.8 Meeting of Montana Board of Equcation meets in Helena,
saya any action on admission of evacuees will be deferred untill
gfter the Board's July meeting.

IIT. ATTITUDE OF PRIVATE ORGANIZATIONS

Two oppesing groups, the farm organizations of the sugar beet areas
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| ¢
ocate use of Japanese as laborers; the Montana

w./-\' which sgrongly adv labor
I \ N State Bederation of Labor (James ©, Graham ,president dtrongly
%gb‘Arv‘ao opposing the use of Japanese labor,

er',\. "’)&’)‘« See statement of beet growers above. Similar resolutions
Q were passed by the Southeastern Montana Counties Sugar Beet #Assoclation
at Miles Cit, on April 17, and by the Montana-Dakota Sugar “eet

\.‘[ Growers Assoclation,at Sidney on April 18.

meeting in Helena on April 12, endoresed by resolution the action of
the organized growers that Jap evacuee labor be brought to Montana

under A&rmy suqfervisian.

]
On April 15€ the Montana labor Federation, through its president,
voiced proteést galnst bringing Japanese labor into the state .

Gpaham sald he had been authorized to send 2 "gtrongly worded"

protest to General Ve Witt and he indicated that the full text

of the statement would be released after 1ts recelpt in XxX

San francisco and “ashington. He gaid further his executive

committee had authorized him to call a special convention of the Montana

Federayion M. f and when that course 1s deemed necessary." "Very
vew people are in favor of Japenese labor except a portlon of

the beet growers," he said.

M’ Qe one cbvic group, the Montana State Chamber of Commerce,












