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SUMMARY 

I. Press attitude is conservative. Sole editorial of 
period surveyed raises issue: Can we afford, in 
good faith with ourselves, to place them (US-born 
Japanese) in a new inferior category of citizen-
ship? Future trend in news treatment seems to 
be slanting evacuation stories with debated use 
of Japanese to overcome acute sugar beet labor 
shortage* 

II* Governor Sam C. Ford, refrains from public state-
ments during entire period, save for general 
policy clearance on April 11: (a) Montana does 
not object to Japanese evacuees being immediately 
employed in beet areas; (b) provided federal 
government supervises evacuations and furnishes 
soldiers to protect Montana and Japanese} (c) 
governor recommends voluntary Jap evacuees be 
placed under federal Jurisdiction. Unofficially, 
Ford appeals to Montanans not to sell land to 
US-born Japanese. 

Commissioner Albert H. Kruse of State Agricultural 
Board on April 8, publicly favors use of Japanese 
in beet areas. 

Montana BorrJ. of ...question postpones until July 
action on problem of receiving Jap student 
evacuees at Montana universities and colleges. 

III. Private Interests in State divide into two opposit e 
groups over question of using Japanese labor, 
î) five sugar beet grower associations are joined 

by State Chamber of Commerce in affirmative 
resolutions; (b) S t te Federation of Labor pro-

tests to Gen. DeWitt and Washington. 



SURVEY ANALYSIS 

I. Pattern of "ress 0 lnion In sha-p contrast to the press 

of several other Western states lontana's two largest dai lies, 

the Montana Standard of But te, and the Billings Gazet te, have 

shown conservative judgment in handling the story of Jap an-

ese evacuations from the Vest Coast during the period M arch 1 

to April 21. An analysis shows daily developments fall into 
% 

four main categories: (a) Wire service coverage, both A?  and 

UP, on development« out of General DeWitt's headquart ers in 
0 

San Francisco, and evacuees movements in Los Angeles, 5 

references; (b) proposals to use evacuated Japanese to al-

leviate acute labor shortage in Montana's sugar beet area , 
* 

7 references; (c) problem of accepting student evacuees f rom 

Pacific Coast colleges and universities for registratio n at 

Montana institutions, 4 references; (d) sharp opposition of 

organized Labor in Montana toward relocating Japane se farm 

workers in state, 3 references. 

There is only one important statement from the offices o f 

Governor Sam C. Ford. This, appearing on April 11 in the 

Billings Gazette under a Helena dateline, quotes Governor 

Fori as asking General DeMtt to "assume responsibility 1' 

for safe delivery of Japanese evacuees from Coast to Mon tana. 

The story appeared on Page 10. 

During the entire seven week period, only four stories r e-

lating to evacuation were Judged sufficiently important t o 

receive front page prominence. They are* Montana Stand ard, 

March 17, "General DeWitt lists 183 prohibited military a reas 



in the state*; Montana Standard, A.ril  2,  Los Angeles (AP) 

"Mass evacuation of Japanese starts to Manzanar"; April 10 , 

Montana Standard, Helena (A?), "Japanese evacuee labor nec es-

sary, say Montana beet growers") April 14, Montana Standa rd, 

Eelena (AP), "State board of education discusses acceptan ce 

of Japanese student evacuees at University of Montana". 

The Salt Lake regional conference of governors is referred 

to only once — in a Billings Gazette, Page  2 story on April 8. 

Hot until April 20 does either newspaper comment editoria lly 

on the problem of Japanese evacuation. On that date, unde r 

the heading "An urgent Labor and Citizenship Problem*, the 

Billings Gazette voices the following opinions: 

After pointing out that the labor situation in the 
state is growing critical and that the labor committee 
of the state land-use planning committee admits no 
solution, but suggests that rural communities be combed 
for all available workers, the Gazette points out that 
the gtate Federation of Labor has made a "sharp 
protest" to military authorities against bringing 
Japanese labor into the Montana farm picture. 

"Of course," says the Gazette, "we have antipathy 
for the Japanese, even for those Japanese who are 
American citizens by the privilege of birth. But this 
much may be said as a practical matters The Japanese 
both aliens and Americans, are to be moved out of 
strategic military areas of the Coast, they will have 
to be moved somewhere and the military authorities 
have indicated they may insist upon each of the 10 
interior states of the mountain region accenting 10 
per cent of thé estimated 150,000 Japs to be moved." 

"If we do not  pc  rmXt  them to *ork, they may have 
to be placed in concentration camps. 

"But there is another matter which will bother us. 
Y*e are dealing in large part with American citizens 
having the same rights as any of the rest of us. Many 
of these people have shown that they are patriotic and 
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devoted, that the? have no ties with Japan. But 
they are under suspicion and knowing that, they have 
agreed to leave their homes and their property. They 
do this as ft test of their citizenship ani devotion. 

"Have we the moral right to deny American citizens, 
guilty of no wrong, the right to earn a living, the 
right to move from State to £tate? Csn we, in good 
faith with ourselves, place them in a new inferior 
category of citizenship? 

"Such action against minorities have been among 
the causes of the war in Europe." 

IX. Attitude of Official ?oli+:lc<q Groups Governor Sam C. Ford's 

policies with regard to the Japanese evacuation program w ere 

undefined in the press until April 11. On that date, at the 

request of the Montana emergency libor committee, he rele ased 

the following statement 

"It is the policy of the state administration that 
it has no objection to Japtneie evacuees being im-
mediately employed in Montana sugar beet areas pro-
vided! 

"The United States government will assume responsi-
bility to four designated points in the state5 and, 
further rovidedi J" 

"That the United States Army will furnish, equips 
and m- Intain one company of soldiers who will be 
distributed in smaller groups over the beet-growing 
are?  s  to act as district patrols to preserve order, 
protecting the people of Montana and the Japanese. 

"Regarding the problem of filtering in of the vol-
untary Japanese evacuees; such a policy is considered 
detrimental to the best interests of Montana) and it 
is recommended that those who have previously come in 
be placed under the same Jurisdiction as those who will 
come from the reception centers in California." 
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Kot included in this letter but referred to in the same 

Helena AP dispatch is an appeal frcm Governor Ford to 

Montanans not to sell land to American-born Japanese, 

During the entire seven week period, at least one other Sta te 

agency was studying phases of the Japanese evacuation pr oblem. 

This was the State Agricultural Board, headed by Commissio ner 

Albert H, Kruse. At a joint meeting of sugar beet associat ions 
\ 

with members of the state emergency labor committee, held i n 

Helena on April 8, Commissioner Kruse is quoted as saying } 

"•••••if beet production goals for 1942 are to be met we m ust 

have positive assurance by April 15 that 5000 Jap wor kers will 

be available to Montana growers by May l. w 

As in the case of Wyoming, Mon tana 1 s  severe winter apparently 

prevented any large advance migration of Coast Japanese  fanners 

over northern transcontinental highways in March and Ap ril, 

Helena, so the Billings Gazette reports, had 17 consecu tive 

days of snowfall in late March. 

There are no published incidents involving any of Montana 's 

508 Japanese residents (281 American-born, 227 alien). On 

April 9, Toshito Kolte, 57, of Santa Ana, was arrested on t he 

main highway, nine miles east of Butte, by State Patrolman 
N 

William Holdorf and booked in the Butte county jail on a char ge 

of traveling without a proper travel permit. On April 17, Ko ite 

was released ana Assistant District Attorney R. L. Brown s aid 

Koite f s statement that he had received federal authorities' 

permission to travel had been verified in California, 



The roblem of whether Coast college student evacuees sh all be 

permitted to enroll at Inlrnd colleger and universities has 

stirred up a controversy with the Montana Etc te Board of Edu-

cation. In sequence, the story develops as follows: 

April 7. The Billings Gazette, in a Berkeley, Calif. AP 

dispatch reports that 14 inland colleges and universit ies, in-

cluding Colorado, Denver, Utah, Wyoming and Colorado A. fc M . 

have expressed willingness to accent 300 American-born J apanese 

students to be evacuated from the University of Californ ia. 

April The Billings Gazette, in an AP story out of Seattl e, 

quotes Prof. Robert V., O'Brien as saying th^t Colorado and 

Montana universities and the Color&do Echool of ¿lines a re among 

16 inland colleges willing to accept American-born Jap anese 

student-evacuees* 

But «rhen the Montana State Board of Education meets in He lena 

on April 14, it says rny action regarding the admission o f evac-

uees will be deferred until after the board's July meeti ng. 

Attitude of Private Organizations Since March, there are a t 

least tvK> organized forces at work in Montana — one st rongly 

favoring use of Japanese Vrest Coast evacuees for labor,  the 

other equally firmly opposed. The first group includes  many of 

the farm organisations of the sugar beet areas, the second group 

is the Montana State Federation of Labor and Its presiden t, James 

D. Graham. 



By <̂ay of background, Montana acreage produced 793*000 

short tons of sugar beets In 1941 as against 1,166,000 shor t tons 

in 194% Sugar beet cultivation has been greatly step ed up 

this year, however, and according to Agricultural C onu s 1 s s  1 o  n er 

Albert J, iiruse (see  >  revious Helena AP citation of A rll 9) 

growers of the state have been asked to raise a crop on 86, 000 

additional seres. This acrerge is expected to produce mo re 

thsn 1,000,000 short tons of beets, from which 160,000 tons 

of refined sugar can be obtained. 

At this meeting, Mr, iiruse said the Stfite needed 25$ mor e 

field hands to harvest the anticipated 1942 crop and indi -

cated that 5000 Japanese evacuee workers would solve this 

shortage. He said 700 Japanese were needed in the Missou la 

fields; 1300 in Chinook; 1200 in Hardin, near the Crow 

Indian reservation, and 1200 in Sydney, 

At the same meeting, the following statement was issued 

Jointly by the Montana-Dakotc Beet Growers Associatio n, the 

North Montana Beet Growers Association of Chinook, the Big 

Horn County Beet Growers Association  of Hardin, end the 

Western Montana Beet Growers Association of Missoulas 

"Montana produces annually ©bout 800,000 to 1,000,000 
tons of sugar beets, or about 125,000 to 160,000 tons of 
refined sugar. The Philippine island, w ich Japan took 
Thursday, shipped the United States 800,000 tons of raw 
sugar in the  yenr  1939-40, 



"Montana today needs labor for 53#000 (more acres) 
of sugar beets capable of roducirig 700,000 tons of 
sugar beets and 112,000 tons of refined sugar* 

*It took an estimated 17 Japanese divisions to 
conquer the com aratively little ba d of heroic soldiers 
defending the Philippines before they could possess a 
source of 880,000 tons of sugar. 

"Over here in Montana it will require only inaction, 
indifference a ;d loose talking to sabotage for the enemy 

another 700,000 tons of sugar beets and 100,000 tons of 
refined sugar just because Montana sugar beets growers 
cannot be assured a sufficient supply of beet labor, 

wThe labor they need must come from Japanese evacuees, 
but there are some people in Montana v?ho are using every 
means of arousing public opinion against the use of the 
only labor now in sight far ur sugar beet fields. 

wfce feel that if Montana people clearly understood 
the des erate need of this labor they would not only 
cooperate with the sugar beet farmers but would silence 
both the misinformed opposition as well as shame what-
ever fif h column subversive elements who may be at the 
bottom of this movement and promoting it in every way. 

"Accordingly we representatives of the sugar beet 
growers of Montana appeal to both the common sense and 
patriotism of Montana peo le to support our efforts to 
produce all the sugar beets we can for both the civilian 
and military needs of our nation.* 

Similar resolutions rere passed by the Southeastern Mon trna 

Counties Sugar Beet Association, at Miles City, on April 17, 

and by the Montana-Dakota Sugar Beet Growers Associatio n, at 

Sidney on April 18. 

One civic group, the Montana State Chamber of Commerce, 

meeting in Helena on April 12, by resolution endorsed the action 

of the organized growers that Jap evacuee Isbor be brought t o 

Montana under Army supervision. 

> 



On April 15, the Montana Labor Federation, through Jaaes D, 

Graham, its preside  it,  voiced protest against bringing Japanese 

Is  bor into the stete on the 17th, following a meeting of the 

federation executive committee in  He Lena,  Graham said he had 

been authorised to send a "strongly worked" protest to Ge neral 

DeWitt and he indicated the full test ofthis protest wou ld be 

released after its receipt in San Francisco and  ¥  ashington* 

He said further his executive committee hid authorised him  to 

call a special convention of the Montana federation "if a nd 

when that course is deemed necessary*. "Ver> few peop le are 

in flavor of Japanese labor", he was quoted as saying, "e xcept 

a portion of the beet growers". 

v.- T F m OF ?uSLIC 0  'I  ION 1H 'Î TMlM CTATEL OK 

Publication Location 
Date Pa^e No, Th14mfr najl sugary 

Mar. 6  Pg 9 ^Up undated) Tokio radio calls Jap evacuation 
Pg 10 ^s&vagery" Los An&eles (UP) Coast Japs will be mov ed 

to Owens Valley 

Mar. 13 Pg 2 Spokane (A?) Rev. C. I. McAllister asks J ap® to be 
quartered in abandoned CCC camp near Mi 

Mar. 16 Pg 2 San Francisco (AP) Montana designated as mili tary 
area by order of Gen. DeViitt. 

N 

Mar. 17 Pg 1 183 Prohibited areas listed in Montana by Gen. D eWitt 

. 20 Pg 11 S. F. (UP) Jap evacuations to "start shortly." 
Her. 22 Pg 7 Bee. Ill Broadwater County Beet growers wou ld use Jap 

labor in harvesting crops. 

M: r.  27 Pg 7 He Lena (A?) Montana Sugar Beet Growers Associat ion 
agrees to employ 4-,500 Japs *hen evacuated from Coast 

Mar. 28 Pg 2 Jaurez (UP) Mexico moves 80 Japs to Eanta Rosali a 
internment camp« 

Page 8 S. F. (UP) Montana Japs further restricted. 
-10---
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III (Continued) 

(SURVEY OF PUBLIC OPINION IN WESTERN STATES OK JAPANESE IVA CUATIONS) 
Continued 

Publication Locetion 
¡¿ate Pap.e Ho, 

Mar. 31 

April 2 

April ? 

April 8 

April 9 

April 10 

Thump nail summary 

Pg 5 Picture (Central Press) showing soldier looking et 
Jap exclusion order posted at Brainbridge Island, 
near Puget Sound Naval Base, Bremerton, fcash. 

Pg 1 L. A, (AP) Mars evacuation of  Ja ps  to Kanzanar. 

Pg 10 

Pg 2 

April 8 Pg 5 

(3G)* Berkeley (AP) 14 inland universities, in-
cluding Colorado, Utah, Denver, Wyoming and Colorado 
A, &  l J, expressed willingness to accept 300 American 
born Japanese evacuated from Weit Coast. 

(3G)* Salt Lake, (A?) Four Western governors say the 
evacuation and relocation of Vest Coast Japs is 
problem for federal government. 

(BG)* Sydney, Australia (AP) Army Minister Francis 
Ford says Japs killed captives in cold blood during 
occupation of New Guinea and New Britain. 

Pg 3 

April 10 Pg 6 

Jap alien from California arrested near Bit te 
enroute to Chinook beet fields. 

U.  8.  Atty. Gen's aide checks Jap alien's per-
mit to travel from Calif, to Chinook beet fields. 

Page 1 Helena (AP) Jap evacuee 
Montana beet growers. 

Labor necesscry, say 

g 7 

April 11 Pg 2 

April 11 Pg 10 

Pg 6 

(BG*) Helena (AP) Sugar beet growers appeal to both 
"coonon sense and patriotism" to silence "misin-
formed opposition" to bring  5000 Jap evacuees from 
West Coast to work in beet fields. 

(MB*) 6.F. (AP) Evacuation of Coi*st Japs to be 
completed by May 20. 

N 

tjBG*) Helena (AP) Governor Sam C. Ford, at re-
quest of Montana emergency labor committee asks 
Ü. S. Army "to assume responsibility" for safe 
delivery of Jap evacuees from Coast to Montana, 
in letter to General DeWitt. 

(BG*) Washington (AP) Sugar industry 1941 totals 
given by Department of Agriculture (for western 
states) in short tang. 
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( PUBLIC OPINION IN WESTEBH STATES OK JAPANESE 
Continued 

PublIc ati on  Locatlon 
fote p££jLiiOjL. Thurr.b 11 summary 

April U P& 1 

April 15 Pg 6 

April 15 Pg 6 

April 12 Pg 2 

Pg 5 

April 14 Pg 7 

April 17 Pg 9 

(MS) Helens (AP) State Bd of Education discusses 
acceptance of Jap student evacuees at University 
of Montana, 

Helena (A?) State Bd of Education says any action 
regarding admission of Jap student evacuees will be 
deferred until July meeting. 

(M£*) Helena (A?) Montana Labor Federation James D. 
Graham protests sending evacuee Japs labor into 
Montana, 

(BG*) Helena (AP) By resolution, State Chamber of 
Commerce proposes Army supervision of Jap evacuees 
brought to Montana as farm laborers, 

(BG*) £eatt£e (A?) Colorado ad Montana Universities 
and Colorado School of Mines among 16 inland colleges 
willing to accept U. S. born Japs says Prof. Robert 

O'Brien, Chairman University of lash, student 
relocation committee. 

(BG) Helens (AP) Graham, president of Etate Labor 
Federation says executive committee has authorized 
sending of strongly worded protest against sending 
Japanese labor into State. Protest sent to General 
DeWitt. Text to be released after it had been re-
ceived in £an Francisco and Washington. 

(K£*) Jap alien, detained in Butte on April 9, re-
leased to travel to Chinook beet fields. 

April 17 Pg 6 (BL*) Butte (AP) same story. 

Pg 3 

April 16 Pg 9 

lilies City * Resolution passed by Southeastern Montana 
Counties fcugar Beet Association endorses importation 

of Jap labor. 

4MB*) Helena (A?) Labor for operation of Montana farat 
must be found In communities, says labor sub-committee 
of Montana land-use committee. No specific mention 
of Jap evacuees. 

Pg 8 ridney - Montana-Dakota Beet Growers Association 
urges use of Jap evacuees in beet fields. 

-12-
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(SURYEY OF PUBLIC OPINION IN WfcETEHN ETATK8 ON JAPANESE EVACUATIONS) 
Continued 

Publication location ' "" 
^ ^ »Ol Thumb nail summary 

April 20 Pg 2 An horage, Alaska (A?) All Japs in Alaska to 
be evacuated to State of Washington assembly centers 
by order of H§], Gen. t. B. Buckner Jr., commanding 
general of Alaska Defense Command. 

April 20 Pg 4 (Me ) Editorial »An Urgent Labor and Citiz enship 
Problem". 
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Montana  Press survey -2 

SURVEY" ANALYSIS 

I» Pattern of Press Opinion» In sharp contrsat to the pre ss of 
sveral other Western states,  w ontanta s two largest dailies shave 
shown conservative judgement in handling the story of J apanese 
evacuation diiring this survey period« Daly development s fall 
into four categoories 2 a) wire service AP and Up coverage on develop-
ments from De Witt's headquarters in San Francisco and evac uation 
movements in Los Amgeles, 5 references; b) proposals to  yise evacuated 
Japanese to alleviate the acute labor shortage in M 0ntana s sugar 
beet fields, seven references; c) problem of accepting Pa cific 
Coast students in Mimtana colleies and universities , f our references; 
d) sharp opposition of organized labor in Montana toword relocatin 
Japanese farm laboreres in state, three references. 

There Stkaxax is only one important statement from the o ffice of 
Gov» Sam C. Ford» This, appearing ton April 11 in the Billin gs Gazette 
Bflxdz under a "̂ elena dateline ---- cf Isrelow 

During^the entire seven week period, only four stories re lating ta 
evacuation were judged sufficiently important to rate space on 
Page one. x The Salt  L ake regional conference of governors is xsffffK 
referred tb pnly once. „, " " 

V h Vr J h. hl Ô t f f i  
Not until April 20 does ei1 
problem of Japanese evacuation» On that date, under the h eading 
Urgent Labor and Citizenship  r roblem n the Billings Gazette 
voxices the following: 

JtAfter pointing out that the labor situation in the state  is 
growing critical and that the labor committee of the stat e land-use 
planning committee admits no solution, but suggests that rural 
communities be combed for all available workers, The Gaze tte points 
out that the State federation of Labor has made a 'sharp pro test 1 tp 
military authorities against bringingxMoHdmm ^apanese labor 
into the  Montana farm picture. 

w0fxxx course, we have antipathy for the ^apanese, even 
thos  e Japanese who are American citizens by the privelege of 
birth» But this much may be said as a juixx practical matte r: The 
Japanese both aliens and Americans, are to be moved out of strategic 
military areas of the coast, they will have to be moved 
somewhere, and the military authorities have indicated that they 
may insist upon each of the 10 interior states of the moun tain 
jlk&jlx region accepting 10 per cent of the estimated 150,000 
Japs to be moved. 

"If we do not permit them to work, they may have to be pla ced 
in concentration camps» 

nBut there is another matter which will bother us» W e are 
dealing in large part with American citiznes having the sa me rights 
as any of the rest of us»  Many of these people have shown 
that they are patriotic and devoted, that they have no tie s 
with Japan.  B ut they are under suspicion and knowing that, they 
have agreed to leave their homes and their property. They do this 
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as a test of their cotizenship and jtkfeibxlâ aait̂ x de votion. 

"Have we the moral right to deny American citizens, guilty 
of no hjbx wrong, the right to earn a living, the right to m ove from 
State to State? Can we, in good faithfx with ourselves, pl ace 
them in a new inferior category of citizenshaip? 

"Such action against minorities have been among the caus es 
of the war in Europe," 

II. Aiii ATTITUDE OP OFFICIAL POLITICAL GROUPS 

Gov. Sam Ford's policies with regard to the evacuation p rogram 
were undefined in the press until April 11. On that dat e, at the 
request of the Montana emergency labor committee, he rele ased 
the following statement: 

"i* is the policy of the state administration that it  has 
no objection to Japanese evacuees being immediately emplo yed in Montana 
sugar beet areas provided: 

"The United States government will assume responsibili ty 
to four designated points in the state; and, further pro vided: 

"That the United States Army will furnish, equip, and 
maintain one company of soldiers qho will be distributed  in smaller 
groups over the beet-growing areas to acta as district p atrols to 
preserve order, protecting the people of Montana and the Ja panese. 

"Regarding the problem of filtering in of the voluntar y 
Japanese evacuees; such a policy is considered detrimenta l to 
the best interests of Montana; and it is recommended that t hose 
who have previously come in be placed under the same jur isdiction 
as those who will cone from the reception centers in Califo rnia." 

Not included in this letter but referred to in the same He lena Af* 
dispatch is am appeal from Goevrnor Ford to M 0ntanans not to sell 
land to American-born Japanese. 

During the seven week period, at least one other state age ncy was 
studying jgxftgx phases of evacuation. This was the "'ta te Agricultural 
Board, headed by Commissioner Albert H. Kruse. On April 8 
a joint meeting of sugar beet associations and the state 
emergency labor committee was held at ^elena. The Standar d on 
April 10, carried the story: (p. 1) 

"Sugar beet growers appealed Thursday to both the  1  common sense 
and the patriotism 1 of M on tana citizens to silenee the »misinfoneed 
opposition* to brimging some 5,000 Japanese evacuees from the Paciific 
Coast to work in the beet fields. 

"Some objections to such American-born Japanese as labore rs 
is coming from 'flifth column subversive elements', the growers 
representatives charged. 

" . . . Albert H. Kruse, state agriculture cornmisssioner s aid that 
f if beet production goals for 1942 are to be met, we must h ave positive 
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assurance by April 15 that 5.000 Japanese workers will be av ailable 
to Montana growers by May lt&x.'l! 

n» W e are asking the array to guerd these Japanese while they 
are here working in our beet fields • . 1 .xxxx 

The statement signed by representatives of four beet grow ers 
associations said in part: "it took an estimated 17 rtfcYftarftBKgx 
Japanese divisions to conquer the comparatively little ban d of heroic 
soldiers defending the JrhillipineskxiHHiixxx'before th ey could 
completely possess a source of 880,000 tons of sugar. 

"Over here in Montana it will require only inaction, indiff erence, 
and loose talking to sabotage for the enemy another 700,000 t ons 
of sufear beets and 160,000 tons of refined sugar just beca use 
Montana beet growers who are ready to plant a record acera ge cannot 
be assured a sufficient supply of beet labor. . . . 

"HE feel that if the people of Montana clearly understood 
the desperate need of this labor they would not only cooperat e 
with the sugar beet farners, but would silence both the misin formed 
opposition as well as shame whatever fifth column subvesrsi ve 
elements who may be at the bottom of this movement and px bmbtljEtoi 
promoting it in every way." 

As in the case of Wyoming, Montana 1s severe winter apparantly 
prevented any large advance migration of coast Japanese farmers over 
northern transcontinental highways in March and April. He lena, so 
the Billings Gazette reports, had seventeen consecutive da ys of snow-
fall in late March. 

There are no published incidents invovlving any of Monata na's 
508 Japanese residents (281 American born; 227 alien). 

The problem of whether Coast college students wlill be perm itted 
to enroll in Montana schools stirred up a controversy in th e *>tate 
Board of Education. In sequence, the story developed: 

Aoril 7. The Billings, Gazette, in a Berbfcley Ap dispatch re ported 
that 14 inland colleges and universities, inlcuding Colora do, 
Denver Utah, Wyoming, and Colorado A & M had expressed will ingness 

to accept 300 American born Japanese'students to be evacua ted from 
the University of California 

April 2. Billings Gazette, Ap story from Seattle, quotes Pro f. 
Robert W O'Brien as saying that Colorado and Montana unive rsities 
and Colorado S chhol of Mines are am ng 16 inland colleges willing 
to aqcept evacuated students 

April 14.$ Meeting of Montana B 0ard of Education meets in  H elena, 
saya any action on admission of evacuees will be deferred unt il 
fifter the Board's  July meeting. 

III. ATTITUDE OP PRIVATE ORGANIZATIONS 

Two opposing groups, the farm organizations of the sugar bee t areas 
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_ w M c h strongly advocate use of Japanese as  l a b o r e r s ; the Montana 
V ^ State Be de rat  I on  of Labor (James Graham .president* dtrongly 
' J* \ opposing the use of Japanese labor. 

on 
See statement of beet growers above. Similar resolutions 

were oassed by the Southeastern Montana Aunties Sugar B e e t Associati 
^t Miles Cit/on April 17, and by the Montana-Dakota Sugar e et 
Growers Association,at Sidney on April 18. 

One cd>vic group, the Montana State Chamber of Commerce , 
4.4 h I i L I  on Anril  12 endoresed by resolution the action of 

the organized growers that Ja£ evacuee labSr be brought to M ontana 
under Army surpervision. 

On April 15a?'the Montana  Labor federation through  Its president, 
voiced protest gainst bringing Japanese labor Into the state . 
Bnfih^ said he had been authorized to send  a "strongly worded 

! r s K s J s r i ^ ' b ? „ • s i . ' s i s ' s . ' s y s 

p s s s - - -

i s - s s s - » ¿ t e s t e s -the beet growers," he said* 
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