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SURVSY OF PUBLIC OPINION 1 WEOPERAN STATES ON JAPANESE ZYACUATION

in the 1940 census, Avisona showed & Japenese population of &2,
of whish 280 were aliens. A large part of this population wes in the
Arisons lew forbids sliens o own preperiy, sad, except in areles of
high rainfall, svailability of irrigstion weter definitely Muits
Against this beskgreund, % 19 somevhat surprisisg that the editorial
writers appeared to be se Litile conserned eves the prospect of Japanese
settlement, ofiber wiier the voluntary progras or usder relosstien with
vederal supervisions One possible explasation 1s that during the past
for the time bedng, is aet 29 of sueh cencern es 1t would have besn three
As & mabter of faot, not une mention of possidle Jupsnese agriculture
mmmm-mmmmwm
in the newspapers avalilable for survey during thls perieds .
mm.mmmm.umn.wm
question by seying, “Orave injustices »ight be done to meny imerican-
born Jepanese if we intern all Japs in this countyy,” and then went ahead
to say that if worst eomes %0 worst, however, it may be necessary to do
that,
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%o further editoriel sttention wes given to the controversy uatil
yareh 25, when the editorial writer took lssue with the Ameriesn Oivi

ummummm layal Jupanese-inericone, the
sditorial said, grant that 1t 49 the only way to sveld dangers "% long
%0 do so mah yelping sbous 14"

on April ® setdon of $he imericas Givil iiberties Unian wes again
made the subjest of en editorial which polated out the great diffisulties
in distinguishing between loyel and disloysl sliens end eitisens of |
Jepanese ancestry, sinoe neither the ¥isel mor Jssel are sble themselves
to tell whieh of theiyr mwbers are luyal. "Under the circumstanges we
ean't afford to take & chenee, knowing the layal soms of Hirohite believe
all is faly in war,” the editerial said,

. This was all from the Republie editors during the peried, The attitude
Oranis and Coolidge, near the Oila projeet, is of interest.

Mobinson, tsking sherp issue with Joo Comway, Arisons's attorney -
gensral who had bosn viokeatly cpposed o relocation of Japanese in the
state, pointsd out the weaknesses of a statement waloh Conwey hud fssued,
“The \psy knows best,” he said, “where eriticel =illtery sreas arve, and
has A0% Suggested thad Japansed be plased neer sbewege dams, BiNes, S48."—
"our peeple won't work with them {the Japsnese)” is & “defestist attitude,"
The editorial urges & "sane, intelligent and tolerent sttitude toward
these Japs who weve born snd valsed as imerican eitisens,” ...."this is o
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duty thrust wpen us for the durstion of the war, %o should handle it
cadnly and efficiently, realising that upon ouwr clear-hesded sanity
| depends vur suocess.”

Readors of the Avisons Sepublie received most of thelr informetion
shout the early stages of the evasustion progras from wire service dis-
in San Pranelsce. OuS of a totel of 58 items referring direstly ov im-
directly to the Japsnese prebles during the murvey peried, 42 were out-
single ownersiip anl locsted in towns nesr the Gils project, carried
lengthy stories on Aprii 10 end sgein on April 17, owtlining as for as
wes possidle on that date, the plens for the Glla relvestion sesters
Jepsnese evacuees 50 be loosted in the projest were not to be sonfused
with the Japnnese aliens being ylaced in Intermuent oarps such as ab
pesce, these Jepenese will be required to lesve this vioinity sad return
to their homes in ooastal sreas.” On April 17 the slspateh eaid, "decouse
of the lmminent shortage of fape labor fur the next eetton plekiag sesson,
it 1o expested that & plen will be developed S0 empley 1hese Anericsn<bors
Japenese o8 o specisl veservelr of laber.”

Insofar ae could be determined from the press survey, Joe Conway,
M.MM&&W“cmmwwn

 part in the contruversy en Jepanese yelosation in the state. OSuvernor



osborne wes meationed only in connection with {ssulng orders %o casply
Conway, however, too: an early ctend oppoesing colenisation by |
voluntezy evacuses, On Peb. 26, he was veported to heve advised &
wm.w.rmmmmnaw\/
1s eonsidersd o vital defense area and that presence of alien enonies
Prominence was given to news stories which told of vigurous
0n Maseh 6, an AP velesse from Santa Fo, Ne N, quoted lager Clyde
Tingley of Albuguerque as saying, "As far as I ox conserned I would
rather give Deneral Msoirthur o domen more planes and send all the Jape
Hew York's. MNew Mexioo slvesdy hse one of the lowest wege rates in the
country, which indicates the lsbor gupply now exceeds the demand,"...
“As for the Amerieanwborn Japasese, ! don't believe we can keep them out
if they want to come in, but I see no yesson to weloume Shem with of
open aras.”
Conwey spparently represented the state st the Salt lake meeting,
and lasued fres Salt lake Oity, on April 9, & statenent in which he ‘/

y




- fbw

countzy nesr the Utsh border, snd putting them to werk st roed building.
Florenoe and Parker, and that was @wuzh for Arisens. 1f the rest canmwt
be taken to the centrel shabes, Conway said, he sugsested putting thew
in 000 esups doin: work Mke 000 in the Arisens Strip, wider Amy saper-
vislons

On his return from the selt Leke City meeting, on Apwil 30, Conwsy
seid that Arisons had been sssured thet Japenese evacuses will not be

*mm-nmummum.m
6o sarly s Mareh 7, when Hiorese lwore, superintendent of the Nigwey
mmuumnawmnmmm
soross Arisonm. The nusber to the date, however, had been "less than
1007, Heove said. Officers were stopping care and if the Japsnese
trevelers had no permits, they were referred to 131,

By vareh 31, however, lioore stated that about 1,000 Japsnese rer
woek were oroseing Arisons, most of them hesded for Colorade,

 7he only instense of viclense reported in the Arisena press during
the peried surveyed involved eme group of these Japanese trevelers. On
March 20, sn AP rélease fras Los Angeles quoted Zillies ¥, Palmer, Us S
m.ummwummummm
against a treveling Japanese fasily Just over the Californis border in
gave out no further details other then thet his office wes investisating
$he ease., "¥e will not tolerate outlaw eendust of this kind, These
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people must be trented decently,” he said,
AlShough not direotly related to the Japaness relocation probles, it

might b mentioned that on April 19, the Arisens Sejublic corvied o story

conserning an alien Japenaese plysieian, Dr, Hiroshi Ben Inn e ”/
with surder and adortion in the death of & young hoeuix woman, Wis

cese has deen postpened to July 21,

18 enecy alMens, inoluding 9 Japanese, hod deon ordered iaterned for

the duration of the war., News of evasustion and interscamt of Japanese
publie in & series of digpatoher Orom legalos and from lexice, DY |

On Mereh 15, following an erder frem Oeneral Devitt, the governer
of Arisona legued instructions to arrest any Japunesse alien found plow-
ing uwnder areps es & form of agricultuinl ssbotage.

On Mareh 16, the Fhoenix Gasette reported that the Les Ageles
Breaneh of the Pedersl Reserve Bank had cppointed & fleld office repre-
eentstive in "hoenix to assist Jepenese snd other eviouees with dis-
position of preperlye

e mention of seceptanse or oppusitien to Japanese student evasuees
rlBe

Oivie organisstions, Chesbers of Commerce, Asericen Leglion and
- slmdler ovgeniset long, se aotive in the Japanese relocation esutvoversy in
The only erganisstion which sppesred %o interest itself in the probles
was the Arisoms Farm Dupesu, In sdd-Vareh the Agrieultural Adjustcect

!
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sgengy, through the state AMA Chalrman, O, M, laseen, predicted o demend
for 56,000 cotton plekers in irisons next Jovesber, lassen said, "If
workers sre not aveilsble in this state or in other states, arrangenents
will be made $o obtein workers fyom Mexice." Accerding to the ‘hoenix

Soard to forward to the Awsy & rropesal thet Jupanese evacuese in
swervision"s 0. Vs lLossen, alse chaimman of the tar Board, agreed to
seid that the labor situstion would seon becune neute with seme 9,000
Farm labor demand wes expected to reach & pesk of 28,000 next fall and
winter st cotteon ploking time.

Stories in the Casa Grende Dispatoh of April 10 and April) 17
might be used as & reservolr of farm isbor.
when voluntary evacueos were meeting eold reeeptions outside of the

opagtal arene




e

Jupanese releontion question, Nor were there statesents from individusls
other than fyen thooe identified with private or gevernmental organie

{see following page for LISTIVG OF PRESS CLIP IR0
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. @ MISTING OF PRESS OLIPPINGS « Pebyuary 28 %o April 26

Febe 28 pef Secte Be-mditoriale-"Orave injustices might be done to
many smerisan bora Japenese Lf we intern all Japs in the
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s LISTING OF PRESS CLIPPINGS » (Oontd,)

or in other states - ve obtaln
o in other states, armangenente will be nade to ebtatn

¥arel® Dol UP, Sen Praneiscow-Devitt ssys Jap shest sevine fue
s o g *mm moving from

Elsenhower set wp as head of War Relocstlon Awthority.

;
g

pell AP, San Prencisco=-irastic ourfew for ensy sliens to go inte
| effect on Vareh 27,
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SURVEY ANALYSIS
I. PATTERN OF PRESS OPINION

L940 census, Arizona had Japanese population of 632, of whom
220 were aliens. Mos' of these in rich farming district of
Marlicope county. This low population plus 1) Arizone anti-2lien
lend law and 2) limitations on agricultural expesnsion due to
non-avallsbility of irrigation water -- main background points
in considering zxxlx Arizona and the apanese,

Simﬁs thinks edltorlal laxity in complaining about possible influx
of “apanese into Arizona is mmrzzxx "somewhat surprising . One
possible explenation is that there has been plenty o rainfall dubing
the past two Years and the water supply problemmx therefore

was not pressing; situation might have been different if the storage
resorvoirs were nearly depletedmx ., Ip any case, striking that

not a single editorial remark during survey period sbout possible
dangers of additional drainage of the all-important water supplies,

Editorially, Arizona Republic on February 28 opemed the question:
"Grave injustice might be done to many Agerican born Japanese
X1if we Intern all Japs in this country" but if worst cemes to
worst 1t may be necessary to do that, Next editorisl comment
Baxx exactly one month later, March 28, ACLU critized for "yowling" .
about civil rights in the evacuation program, Logal Jap-Amer,
rant that evacuation only way to aveid danger, so long as the
apenese don't object, we see no reason for some organization \\\
to do so much yelping about xkx 1t." April 8 ACLU again discussed \
In editorial that pointed out great difficulties mx in distinguishing
loyal and siloyal Japanese, since Japanese themselves couldn't //)
tell which of their members are loyal., ™"Under the circumstsnces i
we can't afford to teke a chance, knowing the loyal sons of Hirohito

believe all is fair in war." This extent of Republic editorialization.

Attitude of Thomas L. Robinson, publisher of newspapers in the small
towns of Casa Grande and Coolidge, near the Gila project: Robinsen
takes 1ssue wlth the violent opposition of Joe Conway, state attorney
general, to relocation of Japs in state -- "The armp knows best
where critical military areas are, and has not suggested that
Japanese be placed near storage dams, mines, etc," (a fear

Conway had expressed.). Conway's argument that Arizona people won'®
work with Japs "a @efeatist attitude." What is needed is "aane,
integlignet, and tolerant attiftude toword these Japs mkax who

were born and ralsed as American citizens" , , ."This is a duty
thrust upon us for the duration of the war. We should handle it

zimyitx calmly and efficiently, realizing that upon our clear-headed
sanity depends our success,”

In Republic 42 of 58 1tems published during period were out-sf-state
storles about early stages of evacuation from Army San Francisco
gov't agencies and other states.

Casa Grande Dispatch and Coolodge Newé, weekly newspapers under
sibgle ownershlp near Gila project, lengthy stories on April 10 and
| 17 oultining all plans about Gila project. Semi-editorially

stories polnted out evacuees at Gil should be distinguished from
alien internment camps, Also "™mot later than six months after
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the peace, these Japanese will be required to leave this viclnlty
‘and return to thelr homes in coastal areas." Dispat ch talked
of plan developing to use Japs to alleviate shortage of cotton
pickers. ,
II. ATTITUDE OF QFFICIAL POLITICAL GROUPS
Attorney General “onway early took stand oppbsing volontary colonization
in Arizona. Feb, 28 advised California inqurier, one E. E. Wilke,
that creating a colony of Japanese aliens 1n the Gila Valley would
violate the laws of Arizona., Arizona a vital defense area and
presence of alien enemies "might prove detrimental."™ No mention
of citizen Japanese. W (af: ; |

M Caks v @

| g v d A0 et Cal b a
. /Much prominence in newd stories which told of vigorous opposition
{ %/ of colonization im New Mgxico and other wstern states, March :
Lolev] B¢ AP relase{ﬁgam.Sante fe, quoting Mayor Clyde Tingley of
' Albuquerque: /"As far as I am concerned I would rather give
\ General Mac Arthur a dozen more planes and send all the Japs
‘here to the Bataen peninsula.," Also played up the opposition of
New Mexico's labor commissioner, Vincent Jaeger.,

From Salt Lake “ity on April 9, Conway issued statement in which he
favored interbing all Japanese evacuees in the norhtern Arizona
8trip County near the Utah border, and putting them to work at

road building. He opposed permitting Japanese to enter farm areas
of the mountaly states and sald that Arizna was already slated for
"{nternment camps at ¥lorence and Parker, and that was enough

for Arizona, If the rest co 14 not be moved to the central states,
Conawy suggested puttinb them in CCC camps doing work like the CCC
in the Arizona Strip under Army Supervision., feturning from

Salt Lake City, @mmmwy Conway sald that Arizona had been assured
that Japanese evacuees would not be allowed to infilter the

state's farming areas,

Voluntary evacuation had come to attentlon of state officials

as early as March 7, when Horace Mooreixnptt sup't, of the

Hi ghway ~atrol noted a "slight exodus™ of Japanese from “alifornia,
To that date. number had been less than 100. Lars were being
stopped and if the Yaps had no permit they were referred to the FBI,
On March 31, Moore stated that about 1,000 Japanese per week

were crossing Arizona, most of them heading for Colorado.

One instance of violence reported: March 28 AP release from Los
Angeles: Williem F, Palmer, U. S. attroney, vigllantes had taken
violent and lwaless cation against Jap. family just over California
border in Arizona and had set family's truek in fire. "we will
not toerate outlaw conduct of this kind., These people must be
treated decently," Palmer said. | |

March 13: Gov., following orders of General “e Witt i1ssued instructions
to arrest any Yapanese alien found plowing ufider crops, an act
of agricultural sabotage.
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III. PRIVATE ORGANIZATION ATTI TUDES

Clvic organizations, Chambers of Commerce, American “eglon ete,
so active in the Japanese Helocation Controversy in other
XIEELX western states, are mimx conspicuously absent from Arizona
news columns, Only organization apparantlg active as far as newd
colums are concerned -- the Arizona Farm Bureau, Mid March,
Agricultural Adjustment Agency, through state AAA Chairman, 0, M,
Lassen, predicted a demand for 55,000 cotton pickers in
Arizona next November., Lassen said "If workers are not avaidable
Ex In thls state or in other states arrangements will be made to
btain workers from Mexico." Phoenix Gazette of April 16: Arizona
arm Bureau asked the State USDA War Board to forward to the army
& proposal that the Japanese evacuees in Arizona be made available
for agricultural labor "under strict army supervision.," 0, M,
Lassem, also chairman of the War Board, agreed to make the recommend-
ation. <1he Farm Bureau, through Earl Maharg, secretary, mx%
sald that the labor si%uation would soon become acute with some
9,000 farm laborers needed within the next 90 days for cotton
thinning and other operations, and only about 1,000 workers were
expected to be avallable, Farm labor demand was expected to
reach a peak of 28,000 next fall and winter at cotton plcking
time, Stories in the Casa Grande Dispatch of April 10 end 17
pointed to the possibility that Japanese evacuees from the &11ls
projectxmgkx might be used mxxx as a resevoir of farm lsbor,

1t there were Japanesé organizations in xhm Arizona at this time
they und their activities not mentioned in the press, Statements
from JACL offlcials on the west coast were carried in the
Arizona newspapers, particularly during the period when voluntary
evacuees were meeting cold resx ptions outsi de the coastal
areas,

IV. PRIVATE INDIVIDUAL ATTITUDE

There were none in papers surveyed, Neither letters to editors nor
“news stroies,

-




| Arizona Republic
| March 5, 1942, p.8. | Clark flle

/ Los Angeles -- Mar 4 AP- Just as soon as pre-fabricated dwellings
’ egn be constructed on government reservations, Japanese aliens
and their families will be evacuated from the Pacific Coast
combat zones to sbout ten points in lnland California and adjacent
states, Tom C. Clark, alien control coordinator, sald today.

¥ y11itart areas will be created around these places so that there
will be no contact with American citizens," he said, "Each center
mill be as self-sufficient as possible, with its own schools and

hospitals."




Anizona Republic
Merch 23, 1942

P, S, | |
CARR OFFERS

ALTIENS HAVEN

Durango, Volo., Mar, 22,- AP - "For God's sake, shut up," Gov,
Ralph L, Carr demanded in wrning a navy rally crowd that threats against
transplanted Japanese would cause "100. toxx 1" retaliation against

Americans, ;

/

Carr, psakirg last night, said that only one other Boverhor has
indicated the willingness of his state to receleve aliens evacuated
Rmxx from the Pacific Coast, "But if Colorado's part in the war
is to take care of 100,000 of them, then Colordao will take care

of them," Carr declared.
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Sante Fe, N, M., Apr 7 - AP~ Gov John E, Miles of New Mexico
enunciated what he declared was an official state attitude in
opposition to Japanese migration here,

He publicly advised New Mexico land owners against selling

property to Japanese-Americams seeking to establish farm colonies
and asserted: "This does not indicate any desire on our part not to
sooperate with the Federal Government in the problems invblved

in removing Japanese from strategle areas, but this attitdue is
being adopted as an official one from necessity. So many problems
of an economic and social nature are involved that New Mexico eannot
afford to jropardize its future by welcoming amx migration of
Japanese-American colonists to the state.™

Even as statement was made, reports of plans for colonization
stirred two more New “exico communities., One was the Maxwell
community, an irrigated section to the north, where angry petitions
and wores of protest were sent to the govemor and Dennis Chavez,
senator, against plans for setlling some 200 families in the area,

The other was in the extreme south near the Mexican border at
Deming, where the sherriff said that he had been informed that
some 550 famllies planned to move to Deming., (Ernest Prugel,
sherriff's name). Deming citizens have held protest meeting,

(OVER
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SUMMARY

I. PRESS OPINION, in form of editoridls, scant during period.
Chief editorigl subject criticism of the ACLU in opposing evacuation.
Many out-ofestate stories on treatment of voluntary evacuation
opposition to colonization, evacuarion orders, anti-allien actlvity,
etcCe

TT. OFFICIAL POLITICAL GROUPS, represented at state level

almost exclusively by attorney general who opposed both voluntary
evacuation and relocation except in internment CampsSe o o his |

fear of sabotage. Goverbor did very little. One instance of violemce

noted; “vigilantes“ burn truck of traveling Japanese family.
No mention of school problem

ITT. FARM BUREAU onlu private orgenization mentioned in
consideration of Japanese questlon. 1t asked ror use of evacuees
to meet serious coming lebor shortage.

IV. No comments from private indiviuvals in letters to editors
or in statements other than spkoesman for/organization above,

\




