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Of  the 197 Washi ngt on Ci t i es answer i ng our  l et t er  of  

i nqui r y , not  one passed a r esol ut i on cal l i ng f or  evacuat i on. 

The Associ at i on of  Washi ngt on Ci t i es appar ent l y di d not  » 

Âi l SBBI  

The Chai r man of  the Execut i ve Commi t tee of  the Assoc i at i on, 

Mr . J ohn Car r ol l , t es t i f i ed "before the Tol an Commi t tee Fear i ng 

(Page 11553) on : jar  eh 2. He r ead a r esol ut i on suppor t i ng the 

ac t i v i t i es of  t he F . B . I , i n deal i ng wi t h enemy al i ens . 

Thi s woul d seem to suppor t  the vi ew t hat  t he Associ at i on di d not  

at  t hat  t i me co.jb out  f or  evacuat i on. 



424 I Sheel er  Hal l  
24 J ul y 1949 

Mr-  Chest er  Bi esen, Kxec .Secy. 
Assoc i at i on of  Washi ngt on Ci t i es 
Uni ver s i t y of  Washi ngt on, Seat t l e 

Dear  Mr . Bi esens 

I  wr ot e to you sever al  weeks hut  not  r ecei vi ng a r epl y, I  
am wr i t i ng agai n i n t he pr esumpt i on t hat  my l et t er  went  ©st r ay. 

A col l eague and 1 ar e maki ng a st udy of  t he f act or s l eadi ng 
up to the evacuat i on of  t he J apanese f r om t he West  Coast after the 
at t ack on Pear l  Har bor . ¥e f i nd t hat  a consi der abl e number  of  
pr i vat e as wel l  as publ i c or gani zat i ons , i ncl udi ng c i t y counc i l s , 
passed r esol ut i ons or  went  on r ecor d f avor i ng the evacuat i on of  
eneiqy al i ens . 

Our  cor r espondence wi t h about  197 Washi ngt on c i t i es shows 
t hat  no an of  them passed such r esol ut i ons i n the months j ust  af t er  
Pear l  Har bor . Do you hap; en to know o f  any of  them ui d? 

Di d your  or gani zat i on t ake any par t  i n di scuss i ng such 
a mat t er ? Di d you c i r cul at e to your  member  c i t i es any memoranda 
cal l i ng - foei r  at t ent i on t o t he pr obl em of  enemy al i ens? 

I  f i nd, f or  i nst ance, t hat  i n Cal i f or ni a,t he League of  
Cal i f or ni a Ci t i es was concer ned wi t h the pr obl em and cal l ed f or  
t he evacuat i on of  al l  enemy al i ens and t he car e o f  t hei r  pr oper t y 

n̂y i nf or mat i on you can gi ve me of  t he act i ons of  your  
Associ at i on i n r egar d to evacuat i on of  enemy al i ens woul d be 
ver y val uabl e to us . I f  r epor t s or  memoranda were dr awn up, 
we woul d ver y much l i ke to secur e copi es o f  t hem. 

'¿"hank you f or  your  t r oubl e. 

Si ncer el y 

- Edward H. Bar nhar t  
Ass i st ant  pr of essor  
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Pr of essor  Edvar d N. Bar nhar t  
Depar t ment  of  Speech 
U2U Wheel er  Hal l  
Uni ver s i t y of  Cal i f or ni a 
Ber kel ey U> Cal i f or ni a 

Dear  Pr of essor  Bar nhar t : 

¥ 

I n r epl y t o your  f avor  of  J une 24- th r ecei ved t hi s mor ni ng, a check of  
t he f i l es f i nds no pr evi ous l et t er  f r om you. I t  i s appar ent , t her ef or e, 
t hat  t he l et t er  vent  ast r ay, as suggest ed. 

Answer i ng your  quest i on, I  checked our  f i l es f or  r esol ut i ons r el at i ng 
t o t he evacuat i on of  enemy al i ens , and f ound but  one. Thi s was opposi ng 
t he r et ur n of  t he J apanese si nce t hei r  evacuat i on, and was adopt ed i n t he 
St at e Convent i on of  Washi ngt on c i t i es hel d i n Wenat chee on May 12, 194- 3 � 
A copy i s encl osed. 

On checki ng t he Convent i on pr ogr ams f or  t opi cs of  di scuss i on, whi l e a gr eat  
deal  i s f ound concer ni ng c i v i l i an def ense, et c . , t her e seemed t o be no 
speci al  t opi c on t he evacuat i on of  enemy al i ens . I t  i s ver y poss i bl e, 
however , t hat  t he subj ect  was di scussed i n var i ous sect i onal  meet i ngs or  
r ound- t abl es, wher e i ncompl et e r ecor ds ar e mai nt ai ned. I  per sonal l y don't  
r ecal l  any ext ended consi der at i on gi ven t he subj ect , and I t  appear s most  
l i kel y t hat  t he r esol ut i on encl osed i s about  t he onl y o f f i c i al  act i on 
t aken. I n gener al , t he subj ect  was no doubt  consi der ed more of  a Feder al  
t han muni ci pal  pr obl em. 

Si ncer el y your s, 

CBî hrm 
Encl osur e. 

CHESTER BI ESEN 
Execut i ve Secr et ar y 



COPY OF RESOLUTI ON ADOPTED AT ANNUAL STATE- WIDE CONVENTION OF THE 

ASSOCI ATI ON OF WASHINGTON CI TI ES 
\  * 

\ 
Hel d i n Wenat chee, May 12, 1943 

RESOLUTI ON Or f OSI Û RETURN OF J APANESE TO PACI FI C COAST 

WHEREAS, ef f or t s ar e bei ng made t o def eat  t he or der  of  Gener al  
DeWi t t  i n excl udi ng J aps f rom Washi ngt on and ot her  Pac i f i c Coast  ar eas 
and t o per mi t  t he r et ur n of  t he J aps t o such ar eas ; and 

WHEREAS, t he r et ur n of  t he J aps t o such ar eas woul d i n case of  
i nvasi on by t he enemy add gr eat l y t o t he danger  of  t he coast al  ar eas 
and mi ght  r esul t  i n t he J aps gai ni ng a f oot hol d i n t he Uni t ed St at es 
whi ch woul d ot her wi se be i mpossi bl e; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE I T RESOLVED by t he Associ at i on of  Washi ngt on 
Ci t i es i n annual  sessi on at  W e n a t c h e e i n May  1 9 4 - 3 t hat  t he or der  of  
Gener al  DeWi t t  be sust ai ned and cont i nued i n f or ce, and t hat  f or  t he 
dur at i on of  t he war  no J aps be al l owed t o r et ur n t o any of  t he ar eas 
f rom whi ch t hey wer e excl uded by t he or der  of  Gener al  DeWi t t ; 

RESOLVED FURTHER: That  a copy of  t hi s r esol ut i on be sent  t o t he 
Pr esi dent  of  t he Uni t ed St at es and t o each member  of  Congr ess f rom t he 
St at e of  Washi ngt on. 

\  s 



I  

Thee l or  Hal l  
2S J une 1949 

Mr . CA 'Dt er  L i eoen, !?*ec.Sacy. 
Asa ociu t i on of  "ashi ngt on Ci t i es 
Uni ver s i t y of  f ashi ngt on, Seat t l e 

Dear  Mr . Bi o sen: 

Thank you ver y ouch for  your  i nf or mat i ve l et t er  of  
J uno 27. I  appr eci at e t he t r oubl e you have t aken f or  us . 

You ni ; i nt er est ed to l eam t hat  a "book on trie evacuat i on 
hr  o j ust  been : ubl i ohed by the Uni  ver s I V of  Chi cago Pr ess ent i t l ed 
"Amer i cans r et r aced" "by one Lor t on Gr odsi ns. The theme of  t hi s 
wor k i s t hat  t he evacuat i on was t he pr oduct  of  publ i c sent i ment  
whi pped up "by "pr essur e gr oupe" f or  sel f i gfc econot i c mot i ves, ai ded 
"by unscr upul ous po l i t i c i ans . 

A col l eague «i d rsy sel f  r el yi ng on r nnch the same dat a as 
used "by Gr odsi ns have cc..e to a di amet r i cal l y opposi t e concl usi on: 
we f eel  t hat  t he evacuat i on was "brought  about  "by publ i c s ent i ent  
"bat  thi  t  t hi s was a f ear  of  sabot age and J apanese at t ack n m af f ect ed 
al l  sect i ons of  t he popul at i on; i t  was not  one or  anot her  gr oup's wor k. 

We ar e i nt er esed, t her ef or e, t o show c l ear l y how wi despr ead 
t he f eel i ng f or  "doi ng somet hi ng about  t he eneaiy al i ens " was snd how 
t he r esol ut i ons and act i ons takt i n by var i ous gr oupe war  pr edi cat ed on 
f e r̂ s o f  at t ack, and the l i k e. We ar e conseci uont l y l ooki ng f or  evi dence 
of  t he nst ur e of  t he concer n of  the var i ous bodi es, publ i c and pr i vs t e, 
whi ch czi iw f or  out  f or  the re ¡nova 1 of  the J apanese, energy al i ens , or  
what ever  ¿- roup appear ed to be t he daxger  spot . ï hfct  i s why I  was i nt er -
est ed i n ascer t ai ni ng f rom you whet her  the subj ect  had been di scussed 
and what  the nat ur e of  the di scuss i on was. 

I n t hi s connect i on I  not e t hat  the t est i mony of  Car r ol l , f or mer  
chai r man of  t he Assoc i at i on i n t he To I an Com .i t t ee Hear i ngs (Page 11553) 
ment i ons a meet i ng whi ch was hel d i n «i d- Febr uar y, 1942, at  whi ch a 
r esol ut i on was passed appr ovi ng the ac t i v i t i es of  the F . B . I . Coul d you 
l ook t hr ough the mi nut es of  t hi s ana somewhat  ear l i er  meet i ngs to see 
i f  t her e was di scussi on of  evacuat i on and what  was sai d r- hout  i t ? I t  
seenn to me from Car r ol l *s st at ement  t hat  t hi s mi ght  have been br ought  up. 

'I 'hank you ver y much f or  your  ass i s t ance. I f  you happen to r ead 
Gr odsi ns* wor k and f i nd any er r or s of  mi s i nt er pr et at i ons�he deal s i t  h 
t he whol e coas t �I  woul d l i ke to know of  t he au hope t o publ i sh our  
book t hi s comi ng wi nt er . 

Si ncer el y 

Edwar d E. i f er nhar t  

Ass t . pr of essor  
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29 J uiuj  1S49 

Mr. Chester Bi esen, x̂ec .Secy . 
Assoc i at i on of  *ashi ngt on Ci t i es 
Uni v er s i t y o f  ashi ngt on» Seat t l e 

Dear  Mr . Bi esens 

Thank: ytiu f or  your  l et t er  of  J une 27 and f or  i t s 
i nfor m* t i oj K I  appr eci at e the t r oubl e vou b v e t oken i n 
answer  i i  ̂ ay r equest  f or  i nf o r at  t i gju»- � T̂hsnF f̂ jDu f or  the 
copy of the May 12, 1943 r esol ut i on. 

( i 

cor y 

I  not e f r om your  l et t er  
¿�¿ay I 2 t  1&4S t her e was no 
or  "ot her  entmiy al i ens . 

t he Convent i on of  
on of  evacuat i on of  J apanese 

I  am. \ }Ot  qui t e c l ear  f r om your  l et t er , however , v i t h 
r egar d to ac t i v i t i es of  your  Associ at i on i n per i ods shor t l y 
af t er  Pear l  Har bor  when evacuat i on was a l i vel i er  i snue. I  t ake 
i t  t hst  t her e wer e no r esol ut i ons on t he subj ect  of  evacuat i on 
t hen. 

f 
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