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1. Page 3: T h e n e w s p a p e r  D o h o 

"Doho" was publ i shed i n Los Angel es by a 

U.S.- bor n, J apan- educat ed, ant i - f asc i st  edi t or , Suhuj i i  

F u j i i . Tabl oi d f or mat , wi t h mast heads i n bot h Engl i sh 

and J apanese, "Doho" came out  i n f our , s i x, and occasi onal l y 

ei ght - page copi es, aL t hough at  t i mes i t  appear ed wi t h two 

pages. nor mal l y i t  "publ i shed ever y F r i day", i /hen i t s 

f i nances wer e admi t t edl y l ean, i t  "publ i shed Tr i - Mont hl y.n 

I n i t s ear l i er  days, i t  came out  mont hl y. 

(Exact l y when i t  was bor n, I  do not  know; how-

ever  i t  came i nt o pr omi nence of  a dubi ous nat ur e among t he 

J apanese of  Sout her n Cal i f or ni a i n »38 and »39, as I  r ec al l , 

i n connect i on wi t h l abor  uni on st r i kes among Mexi can f i el d 

wor ker s on J apanese f ar ms, l at er  i n t he or gani zi ng of  an 

A . F . at  L . uni on at  t he Los Angel es downt own whol esal e term-

i nal s , and s t i l l  l at er  i n an appar ent l y unsuccessf ul  at t empt  

to uni oni ze J apanese r est auar ant  and caf e wor ker s). 

I t s "s t af f ": Thr oughout  i t s hi s t or y , "Doho" 

appear s to have been l ar gel y a one- man af f ai r . Shuj i  

F uj i i  was i t s publ i sher , edi t or , r epor t er , t ypeset t er , com-

poser , c i r cul at i on manager , boost er  & pr omot er . When 

F u j i i  mar r i ed Mi ss Ki kue Ukai , a t al ent ed wr i t er  of  Nor -

t her n Cal i f or ni a, hi s wi f e became a member  of  t he "s t af f ", 

wr i t i ng s t or i es , capt i ons, headl i nes , even doi ng t he make-

up. F uj i i  had sever al  cor r espondent s i n Los Angel es , 

San F r anc i sco and Seat t l e, not abl y i ndi v i dual s (J apanese) 
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act i ve i n l abor  uni on ac t i v i t y . Kar l  Yoneda, C . I . O. l ong-

shor eman of  San Fr anci sco (whose name f i gur es i n t he Man-

zanar  pr e- r i ot  devel opment s) was t he Bay Ci t y cor r espondent  

f or  "Doho" and an occasi onal  cont r i but or  of  si gned ar t i c l es , 

J ames Oda, a f r ui t  st and cl er k i n Los Angel es , a K i bei , 

and known best  among t he J apanese i n Sout her n Cal i f or ni a as 

a l abor  uni on "agi t at or " and t her ef or e an "aka" (not e: t he 

qupt es) was anot her  suppor t er  of ' "Doho" and wr i t er  of  ar t i -

c l es . (OdaTs name al so f i gur es i n Manzanar  pr e- r i ot  devel op-

ment s; he was on t he J apanese sect i on of  the Fr ee Pr ess , i s 

now, l i k e Yoneda, a sol di er  i n t he U.S. Ar my, i n t r ai ni ng at  

Gamp Savage, Mi nnesot a.) Anot her  cl ose f ol l ower  of  F uj i i  

who appear s t o have ser ved i n t he r ol e of  t he edi t or 's man 

F r i day was a k i bei  of  Los Angel es, Geor ge Ban, aL l egedl y t he 

bl acksheep son of  a t r avel l i ng Chr i st i an mi ni s t er , so t he 

wor d went  i n t he J apanese communi t y. I n t hi s connect i on, i t  

mi ght  be r ecor ded t hat  when edi t or  F uj i i  was t aken i nt o tem-

por ar y cust ody by t he Feder al  Bur eau cf  i nvest i gat i on on Dec-

ember  8, 1941 (t he day af t er  Pear l  Habor ), he was accompani ed 

i nt o the t ank of  L i ncol n Hei ght s j ai l  by Geor ge Ban. 

"Doho's P o l i c i es ": The newspaper 's Engl i sh mast head 

car r i ed t he banner - -  "D 0 H 0 �F or  Equal i t y , Peace and.Pr o-

gr es s "� and i n t he "ear s "�"Onl y Ni sei  Ver nacul ar  i n t he 

U . S . " and "A Paper  wi t h Pr ogr essi ve P r i nc i pl es ". I n l ocal  

i ssues , "Doho" was pr  i mar  i l  y wha t  may accur at el y be descr i bed 

as pr o- l abor  uni on. To under st and t he s i gni f i cance of  t hi s 

pos i t i on, one has to t ake i nt o account  t he t r adi t i onal  

pat er nal i sm and ant i - or gani zed- l abor  at t i t ude gener al l y exi st -

i ng among t he ol der  J apanese who compr i sed t he empl oyer  c l ass . 
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"Doho" i n t hi s r espeot  was mor e t han a newspaper . I t  was 

t he per sonal  or gan of  Shuj i  F u j i i , used as an i nst r ument  

t o f ur t her  hi s l abor  or gani zi ng campai gns. Whol e i s sues , 

f or  i ns t ance, woul d be devot ed t o at t ack i ng wages, hour s 

and wor ki ng condi t i ons i n t he Thr ee St ar  Pr oduce Company, 

a chai n of  some 45 r et ai l  f r ui t  ana veget abl e st or es head-

quar t er ed i n Los Angel es and empl oyi ng some 300  ̂ xr ker s. 

I n 1938 (t he r ecor ds wi l l  have t o be checked f or  t he exact  

y ear ) , when t he empl oyees of  t he t hr ee dov/ntown Los Angel es 

whol esal e mar ket s (7t h St r eet , St h St r eet , St h St r eet  Ter mi -

nal s ) wer e or gani zed by t he Amer i can Feder at i on of  Labor , 

Shuj i  F u j i i  and "Doho'1 wer e conspi cuous by t hei r  const ant  pr es-

ence. F u j i i  occupi ed a publ i c i t y post  i n t he ear l y uni on whi ch 

was f or med; but  wi t hi n a f ew mont hs he had been oust ed, i n 

h i s wake, i n ever y par t  of  t he whol esal e t er mi nal  went  t he 

char ge, "Oh, h e ' s j ust  a Communi st !" Thi s sent i ment  seems 

t o have been echoed by empl oyer s who had cent er ed a consi der -

abl e degr ee of  t hei r  r esent ment  over  t he t ur n of  af f ai r s on 

per sonal i t i es as wel l  as by fel l as-  uni on or gani zer s who l ad 

success f ul l y nosed F uj i i  out  o f  covet ed pos i t i ons of  cont r ol  

i n t he new set - up. 

edi t o r i al s at t ack i ng A . F . L . l ocal  630, Pr oduce Dr i ver s and 

Empl oyees * Uni on. The at t acks wer e l ar gel y per sonal  i n nat ur e 

or  of  t he t ype exposi ng what  edi t or  S F uj i i  consi der ed i ncom-

pet ency i n o f f i c e or  mi smanagement  of  uni on af f a i r s ; t her e never  

was any at t ack agai nst  uni oni sm per  se. For  i ns t ance, i n t he 

Sept ember  © 1, 1941 edi t i on, t he f o l l owi ng excer pt : 

i /VMMSL̂ -

Ther e f ol l owed i n "Doho" a ser i es oi* ar t i c l es and 

it  . . . Co n f l i c t s and antagoni sms bet ween 
t he two uni on ( A .F . L . 630) o f f i c i a l  
� . . 
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have been i n t he of f i ng f or  some 
t i me, accor di ng t o a ni sei  i nf or mant . 
I t  was br ought  t o a head when Owen 
(Lee Owen, pr esi dent  of  t he uni on) 
al l egedl y asked f or  a r ai se of  sal -
ar y to 0125 a week (yes, $125 a week) 
and suggest ed an i ncr ease of  mont hl y 
dues f r om t he pr esent  $2 t o $2,50. 
Lopez obj ect ed; t he mat t er  was dr opped. . ." 

Whi l e t her e was sel dom a f aya?abl e word f or  A . F . L . 

630, ot her  uni on gr oups among t he J apanese r ecei ved l engt hy 

and more encour agi ng cover age. I n t hesame edi t i on of  "Doho": 

"Accor di ng t o o f f i c i al s of  t he newl y 
or gani zed Or i ent al  Rest aur ant  Empl oy-
ees assoc i at i on of  Los Angel es , t he 
member shi p dr i ve i s maki ng excel l ent  
headway, 

"Si nce t he uni on decl ar ed t hat  unt i l  a 
member shi p of  200 i s obt ai ned, nego-
t i at i ons f or  a cont r ac"' wi l l  not  be 
st ar t ed, t he r epr esent at i ve st at ed 
t hat  »t hose who ar e s i t t i ng on t he 
f ence ar e now j o i ni ng.T 

"Unt i l  l at el y many o f .t he wor ker s hel d 
t he oppor t uni st i c vi ew t hat  t hey woul d 
j oi n as soon as negot i at i ons s t ar t ed. 
They want ed t he benef i t s of  t he uni on 
cont r act  wi t hout  s i gni ng up at  t he 
s t ar t , f ai l i ng t hat  t he uni on woul d 
be i n no pos i t i on t o negot iate e wi t h-
out  a subst ant i al  member shi p behi nd 
i t . The uni on needs al l  suppor t , bot h 
mat er i al  and mor al , and shoul d get  i t . 

"Of f i c i a l s poi nt ed out  t how "t hr ee 
year s ago Fr ed Tayama , owner  of  t he 
U.S. Caf es, »r ecogni zed' t he uni on, 
di spl ayed t he uni on house car d, but  
s t al l ed a year . 

"'When U Local  646, Or i ent al  l ocal  of  t he 
cul i nar y wor i Lers uni on, pr essed hi m f or  
a showdown by put t i ng a pi cket  l i ne 
ar ound hi s caf es , Tayama st ar t ed l i t i -
gat i on agai nst  t he uni on. He went  so 
f ar  as t o t hr eat en a pi cket  wi t h phys-
i c al  har m, and event ual l y succeeded i n 
br eaki ng up t he l oc al . 

"Exper i ences l i k e t hi s show t hat  even 
i f  a cont r act  i s s i gned, i t  wi l l  be a 
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mer e pi ece of  paper �meani ngl ess 
and wor t hl ess�wi t hout  a uni on 
backed by a maj or i t y of  empl oyees 
men and women who have t he f ai t h 
and v i s i on t o s t i ck . 

� "'We can t al k t ur key to-  empl oyer s 
onl y f c when we have t hat  maj or i t y 
si gned up; we est i mat e t hat  number  
to be 200. 

"'Ther ef o r e' , he concl uded 'our  
goal  i s a member shi p of  200. Thi s i s 
t he sur est  way t o v i c t o r y ." 

I n t he Oct ober  5, 1941, edi t i on, t her e i s r ef er ence 

t o anot her  uni on ?;hi ch commanded consi der abl e space cover age 

i n t he publ i cat i on: 

"Local  770 i n bi g 
dr i ve; 1510 war ned 

"Local  770, Ret ai l  Food Cl er ks, 
AFL, has won s i nce Apr i l , an 
annual  i ncr eased i ncome of  
$600,000 and t he 8- feour  day 
f or  i t s 5000 member s. 

"The l ocal , backed by a $30,000 
k i t t y f or  or gani zat i onal  pur -
poses, has set  t he goal  f or  
10,000 members« 

"At  i t s l as t  memt i ng, a member  
i s sai d t o have quer i ed, "What  
wi l l  be done about  t he J apanese 
mar ket s i f  such a cont r act  i s 
s i gned?" 

"One of  t he L oc al 's o f f i c er s , 
accor di ng t o our  i nf or mant , 
r epl i ed, "At  pr esent  al l  t he 
J apanese st or es ar e i n t he AFL 
l ocal . But  i f  t he J apanese 
empl oyer s shoul d gai n cont r ol  
of  t hi s Local  1510 and chi sel  
on t hei r  cont r act ., t hen we' l l  
see about  t aki ng over  t he J apan-
ese l o c al . " 

* * * * t n z  ̂

"Such an opi ni on on t he par t  of  
a dual  AFL l ocal  i s consi der ed 
hi ghl y s i gni f cant  i n vi ew of  
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cer t ai n opi ni ons expr essed by 
J apanese f r ui t s t and empl oyees 
f avor i ng a mer gi ng of  Local  
770 and Local  1510." 

"Doho 's " pol i c i es on t he i nt er nat i onal  f r ont  wer e 

ant i - f asc i s t , ant i - mi l i t ar i s t  J apan, and some char ged, 

pr o- Russi an Communi st . The l at t er  descr i pt i on i s de-

bat abl e, t he f or mer  two ar e not . From t he out set  of  hi s 

publ i cat i on, F uj i i  denounced, c r i t i c i zed, exposed t o r i di -

cul e and abhor r ence what  he descr i bed as "r ut hl ess J apan-

ese mi l i t ar i s t  aggr ess i on," and t he "expl o i t at i on of  

t he J apanese masses ." He condemned J apan»s i nvasi on of  

Nor t h Chi na and t he subsequent  Chi na campai gn; he wr ot e 

edi t or i al s and ar t i c l es on t he condi t i ons cf  pover t y-

st r i cken J apanese f ar mer s. 

T̂hese pol i c i es wer e i n st r ange cont r ast  t o t he 

est abl i shed dai l y J apanese l anguage newspaper s i n Los Ang-

el es , San Fr anci sco and Seat t l e. They wer e i n mar ked«con-
� UXLJJcl* *̂ 

t r ast  wi t h t he t hi nki ng gener al l y of  t he J apanese7//popul ar t -
* HqCUn Ttv̂  x i J ¿ U -b be Ô .&̂ jJ i 'J 

i on. /sxrUj  As*, ĈZM ¿¿ ĥj cc Î j c .̂ ¿̂ ¿ ¿ m. 77 

"Doho" was l abel l ed a "mi s f i t " or  di smi ssed wi t h t he 

comment , "Aka" {Red). 

Shuj i  F u j i i , t o t he wr i t er *s per sonal  knowl edge, never  

made Communism a publ i c i ssue i n hi s publ i cat i on; he nei t her  

deni ed nor  af f i r med t hat  he was a Communi st . I n 1939, when 

t he wr i t er  put  t he quest i on t o edi t or  F uj i i , t he r epl y was :"I  

do not  at  pr esent  bel ong t o t he Young Communi st  L eague." He 

di d not  say he ever  had or  had never  bel onged, but  i ndi cat ed 

he was not  i nt er est ed i n di scuss i ng such mat t er s. 

"Hoho", however , di d pack al l  i t s wei ght  i nt o wal l opi ng 
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per sonal i t i es among t he J apanese communi t y who, t o edi t or  

F u j i i ' s way of  t hi nk i ng, r epr esent ed ei t her  (1) l abor - expl oi t -

i ng gr eedy capi t al i s t s or  (2) f asc i s t  J apanese mi l i t ar i sm. 

Two t ypi cal  exampl es: 

I n t he J une 1, 1941 edi t i on, under  t he col umn headi ng, 

"A Ni sei  Speaks- - By Shuj i  F u j i i ", t he f ol l owi ng: 

"Not  onl y Nazi  but  J apanese ' f i f t h col umn-
i s t s al so ar e bei ng hunt ed down by t he 
U.S. gover nment , or  so i t  appear s. 

Cr» MAN HUNTS KANCHI  
"Shunsei  Kanchi  (al i as Toshi  Mi yaj i ma), 
f asci st - mi nded, Hi t l er - admi r i ng f or mer  
r epor t er  on San F r anc i sco 's 'J apanese-
Amer i can' dai l y , i s bei ng sought , i t  i s 
r epor t ed l at el y , by G- men. Ther e i s a 
poss i bi l i t y t hat  he may be or gani zi ng a 
J apanese- Amer i can br anch of  Col . Ki ngor o 
Hashi mot o's Yout h Par t y of  J apan. 

"A gover nment  o f f i c i al  v i s i t ed 'swanky' 
Mi yako hot el , i n t he hear t  of  L i ' l  Tokyo, 
wher e Kanchi  al l egedl y r es i des . 

"The gover nment  man asked f or  Kanchi 's 
wher eabout s, and sear ched al l  over , hi gh 
and l ow, al l  i n vai nl  

"Lat er , Kanchi  was advi sed by a cer t ai n 
el der l y downtown busi ness man t hat  i t  
woul d be wi ser  to sur r ender  hi msel f  t o 

t he I mmi gr at i on Of f i c e. Hi s empl oyment  
as a r epor t er  was, i t  seems, a v i ol at i on 
of  t he i mmi gr at i on l aws, s i nce he ent er -
ed t he Uni t ed St at es as a 's t udent . ' 

"At  t h e l ocal  I mmi gr at i on o f f i c e, so t he 
st or y goes, he was t ol d t hat  t her e was 
no knowl edge of  hi s bei ng sought  by t hat  
agency. 

"Bewi l der ed, now Kanchi  cannot  but  con-
cl ude t hat  s i nce i t ' s c l ear l y not  t he 
I mmi gr at i on peopl e, i t  must  be.t he FBI . 

"LETTER TO FRI DAY 
May 29, 1941 

"Mr . Dan Gi l l mor , Pr es . 
F r i day, I nc . 
114 E. 32nd St r eet  
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New Yor k Ci t y , N.Y . J spar T Rt°?*on p'p 
My dear  Mr . Ci l l mor :  ̂

"My. J ohn Sp i v ak 's ar t i c l es on t he two 
r ecent  i ssues of  your  magazi ne »Fr i day» 
i nt er est ed me ver y much i nasmuch as t hey 
di sc l osed cer t ai n ac t i v i t i es among J apan-
ese espi onage agent s i n t he U. S . 

" I  f or  one am i n f avor  of  r oot i ng them 
out  i mmedi at el y, as t hei r  wor ki ngs ar e 
i ni mi cal , not  onl y t o Amer i eca, but  t o 
t he maj or i t y of  t he J apanese peopl e i n 
t hi s count r y. 

"The» mer e pr esence of  t hi s handf ul  
o f  agent s const ant l y menaces t he wel -
f ar e of  99f0 who ar e har d- wor ki ng, l aw-
abi di ng, i nnocent  peopl e. 

"Under  t he pr esent - day war  hys t er i a, 
t hat  t hr eat ens th t hr ow Amer i can dem-
ocr acy over boar d, I  bel i eve i t  ur gent  
on one hand t o r oot  out  f as c i s t  agent s 
and f o l l ower s , and on t he ot her  t o ad-
vance democr acy. 

"Ther ef or e I  t hi nk i t  woul d be most  
f i t t i ng f or  your  magazi ne t o avoi d a 
one- si ded pr esent at i on of  J apanese pr ob-
l ems, and t hat  i n t he near  f ut ur e you 
wi l l  publ i sh some f ac t s about  
t he cont r i but i on made by t he J apanese 
t o Amer i can i ndus t r i es , agr i cul t ur e, 
and t o democr acy i n gener al . 

' f I  am sur e t hat  a f ai r er  pr esent at i on 
and t r eat ment  of  J apanese pr obl ems i n 
Amer i ca wi l l  pr omot e ¡gr eat er  under -
st andi ng and ai d i n di sci f t 4di ng f ut ur e 
suspi c i on of  us . 

"Your s ver y t r ul y 
Shuj i  F u j i i , Edi t o r . " 

Despi t e s i mi l ar i t y i n names, Shuj i  F u j i i , 

publ i sher  and edi t or  of  "Doho", and Sei  F u j i i , publ i sher  

and edi t or  of  t he J apan- Cal i f or ni a Dai l y News, wer e bi t t er  

per sonal  and pr of ess i onal  enemi es. Sei  F u j i i , a f or mer  

l egal  i nt er pr et er  and bus i ness i nvest or  who i n t he ear l y 
(1931- - I  bel i eve) 

t hi r t i es / f ounded hi s J apan- Cal i f or ni a Dai l y News, empl oyed 
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a s t af f  of  appr oxi mat el y 35 per sons, publ i shed a f u l l  

s i zed 8- page dai l y , oper at ed (he sai d pr i vat el y ) on a 

budget  of  bet ween ¿6000 and «¿7000 a mont h. Shuj i  F u j i i ' s 

publ i cat i on ent er pr i se f i gur ed ar ound $100 a mont h, i t  

was est i mat ed. Sei  F u j i i  hel d Shuj i  F uj i i  i n pr opor t -

i onat e di s r egar d. Never t hel ess , t he "f eud" bet ween 

ai er espQi e-  mi cr oscopi c "Doho" and t he J apan- Cal i f or ni a 

Dai l y , 2nd l ar gest  J apanese l anguage paper  i n Sout her n 

Cal i f o r ni a, was not ewor t hy. For  i ns t ance, i n t he December  

26, 1941 edi t i on of  "Doho"�under  t he headi ng: 

"DOHC CHALLENGES YCU? MR. SEI  F UJ I I  : 

"Mr . Sei  'Doubl e- f aced1 (sel f - s t y l od 
Unc i al  F uj i i * s J apan Cal i f o r ni a dai l y (Kashu 
L ai ni c hi  f ami l i ar l y known as t he Kama!) i s 
out  agai n af t er  i t s t empor ar y bl ackout  of  
t he past  t wo weeks. 

"Thi s f i r s t  f ul l - s i zed i ssue on 
r e- appear ance cont ai ned nei t her  edi t o r i al  nor  
publ i c r ecogni t i on of  i t s mi s l sader shi p and 
mi sgui dance of  J apanese communi t i es i n t he 
past . The Kamai , f r om f i r s t  to l ast  was a 
cons i s t ent  suppot t er  of  t he pr o- mi l i t ar y, 
pr o- f asc i st  c l i ques of  J apan, As such, a 
gr eat  deal  o f  t he gr i ef  and sor r ow and con-
f us i on now r i f e among r es i dent  J avanese can 
be l ai d t o i t s door s , 

SEI  F UJ I I  THE BRAZEN 

"I t  i s as c l ear  as day l i ght , as 
pl ai n as t he t i p o f  your  nose, t hat  t he shame-
l es s , br azen Kamai  i s t r y i ng to i gnor e al l  of  
t he ev i l  i t  br oadcast  i n pre- war  days. 

"I s i t  not  about  t i me t hat  al l  l oyal  
Amer i can J apanese t ook s t ock of  t he s i t uat i on 
and sever ed any and al l  r el at i ons wi t h such a 
doubl e- deal i ng, t wo- f aced publ i cat i on as t he 
Kamai ? 

"Can any l oyal  Amer i can- J apanese t i ght -
l y cont i nue to-  suppor t  or  wor k f or  a publ i cat i on 
t hat  car r i ed such po l i c i es as Sei  F u j i i *s 
Kamai  advocat ed? Par t i cul ar l y i n v i ew of  t hae 
f ac t  t hat  he has never  openl y t aken cogni zance 
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of  h i s mi s l eader shi p and so f ar  has not  come 
out  openl y f or  Amer i caand denounced J apan's 
t r eacher ous at t ack upon our  Uni t ed St at es? 

BOYCOTT THE KAMAI  

"A l l  f i nanc i al  suppor t �subsc r i pt i ons , 
adver t i sement s and cont r i but i ons- - shoul d be 
i mmedi at el y wi t hdr awn and a gener al  bovcot t  of  
t he Kamai  shoul d be l aunched. I t  shoul d be 
done now, at  o n c e . . . . i f  onl y f or  t he sake 
of  demonst r at i ng our  l oyal t y t o t he Uni t ed 
St at es . 

" KAMAI  BASELY L I BELS DOHO 

"A f ew days bef or e t he war , t he Kamai  car r i ed 
a baso j sv i l e and ut t er l y unf ounded ar t i c l e 
cal l i ng DOHO a 'bl ac k mai l er ' , arid ' I nf o r mer *. 

"Si nc e tha.t  t i me DOHO l ear ns t hat  many 
Kamai  r ader s have accept ed t hese v i c i ous l i es 
at  f ace val ue. 

PUT UP OR SHUT UP 
MR SEI  F UJ I I ! 

"DOHO demands t hat  Mr . Sel  F u j i i  and t he 
Kamai  pr oduce def i ni t e pr oof  and evi dence t hat  
DOHO di d bl ackmai l  i nnocent  and l oyal  Amer i can 
J apanese! . . . t hat  DOHO bl ackmai l ed anyone! 
or  i n any way act ed as an T i nf or mer 'I  Mr . Sei  
F u j i i  and t he Kamai  br i ng f or t h t hei r  pr oof s . 

DOHO CHALLENGES YOU, 
MR. SEI  F UJ I I I  

"DOHO her eby chal l enges Mr . F u j i i  or  h i s 
r epr esent at i ves t o publ i c l y debat e t hi s i s sue 
and i s mor e t han wi l l i ng t o l et  t he J apanese 
publ i c j udge f r om t he r eal  f ac t s whet her  
DOHO or  Mr . Sei  F u j i i  i s r i ght .' DOHO has never  
made char ges wi l dl y dr awn f r om t he ai r , but  
has cons i s t ent l y gi ven dat es and sour ces. L et  
Mr . Sei  F u j i i  and hi s Kamai  meet  us i n open 
debat e!" 

A post  s c r i pt  t o t he Shuj i  F u j i i  v s . Sei  

F u j i i  f eud mi ght  be wr i t t en to i nc l ude t he st at ement  t hat  
an Amer i can c i t i zen 

t he f or mer / i s cur r ent l y wi t h t he Of f i c e o f  War  I nf or mat i on 

i n Mew Yor k Ci t y , t he l at t er , a n a l i e n e n e m y ) i s i n d e t e n t i  
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. , -  . , P̂aha* Re/ocaffon fWm m a f eder al  i nt er nment  camp, -Bancroft  Library 

Pol io's-  c i r cul at i on: L i ke i t s publ i cat i on dat e, 

f i nances , and t emper at ur e, Doho's c i r cul at i on f l uct uat ed 

& var i ed. Edi t or  F uj i i  at  one t i me cl ai med "1000 r eader s" 

but  i t  was never  made cl ear  whet her  t hat  i ncl uded f ami l i es 

of  subscr i ber s or  t he t ot al  number  of  subscr i ber s . At  i t s 

peak, t he publ i cat i on pr obabl y had l ess t han 1000 subscr i ber s. 

D6ho*s f i nances wer e admi t t edl y dependent  upon: (1) sub-

scr i pt i ons (2) "Or i ent al  Ni ght " pr ogr ams wher e money was 

r ai sed t hr ough danci ng, ent er t ai nment , boot hs, et c (3) occ-

as i onal  pi cni cs or  beach par t i es or  weeni e bakes (4) dona-

t i ons f r om "f r i ends and synpat hi zer s . A st or y once went  t he 

r ound t hat  t he Communi st  Par t y was under wr i t i ng t he paper , 

but  t hi s rumor  was never  conf i r med. 

�l ,or e to Kum 
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QPf l STIOHS (Gr odzi ns l et t er  1/ 21/ 43) 

2. Page 32 -  Manzanar  Ci t i zens Feder at i on 

The Manzanar  Ci t i zens Feder at i on l i ved br i ef l y t hr ough 

August , Sept ember ; ai l i ng i n Oct ober , i t  di ed f i t f ul l y i n 

November , deser t ed, unmour ned, f or got t en. Any hope hel d 

by some of ' i t s di e- har d suppor t er s f or  a r e- bi r t h wi t hi n 

t he Cent er  was undoubt edl y st amped out  and cr ushed i n t he 

Dec emb er  6 r i o t . J apaT' Rei ff'on PaP** 
Bancroft Library 

AS a pl anned ef f or t  on t he par t  of  i ndi v i dual s associ -

at ed wi t h Gr oups 1 and 2 (page 120) t o get  t oget her , bury-

i ng ol d hat chet s , "and wor k f or  t he common cause of  Amer i can-

i sm" as one of  t he or gani zer s st at ed i t s ai ms, t he Ci t i zens 

Feder at i on's f i r s t  meet i ng pr obabl y r epr esent ed t he hi gh- wat er  

mar k of  cooper at i ve ef f or t  by t hese f ac t i ons . 

The i dea f or  t he Ci t i zens Feder at i on i n Manzanar  evi dent -

l y had been br ewi ng i n t he mi nds of  J . A . C . L . l eader s f r om t he 

out set  of  t he Goi t er . Fr ed Tayama, ser vi ng as chai r man of  

i nf or mal  weekl y meet i ngs of  J . A . C . I , members and suppor t er s 

i n t he ear l y days af t er  evacuat i on, f r equent l y br ought  t he sub-

j ect  up f or  di scuss i on. The quest i on: "Shoul d we begi n to org-

ani ze now?" was i nvar i abl y ansv/ered WL t h: "Not  yet , l et ' s wai t  

a l i t t l e l n g e r  unt i l  communi ty sent i ment  i s a l i t t l e more f avor -

abl e." 

By l at e J ul y , i t  was f el t  by t hese J .A.C.L . - er s t hat  f ur t her  

del ay shoul d not  be per mi t t ed, "l e t ' s get  or gani zed." Ost ens i bl e 

suppor t  of  t he Fr ee Pr ess was secur ed. Pl anni ng f or  t he body 

Was car r i ed on at  a ser i es of  hal f  a dozen meet i ngs i n whi ch t he 

pr i nc i pal  par t i c i pant s wer e as f ol l ows: Fr ed Tayama, Kar l  Toneda, 
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J oe Masaoka, Ko j i  Ar i yos hi , Togo Tanaka, Mar t i n Tanaka (not  

r el at ed) , Henr y Fukuhar a, Tom I mai , J ohn Aono, Cl ar ence 

Mor i mot o, J ames Oda, Hi r oshi  Feeno, Tad Uyeno. R ^o n Paf _ 
Bancroft Library 

At  t hese pl anni ng meet i ngs, sever al  dec i s i ons wer e 

r eached: (1) Member shi p i n t he Ci t i zens Feder at i on, l i k e t he 

J . A . CL . , woul d be l i mi t ed to Amer i can c i t i zens (2) t he name 

of  t he or gani zat i on was deci ded on as "Manzanar  Ci t i zens 

F eder at i on" because t he " J . A . C . L . name i nv i t ed t oo much cr i -

t i c i s m". I n r eal i t y t hi s was mor e a concessi on t o Gr oup 2 

whi ch cont r ol l ed t he F r ee P r es s . (3) t he pr ogr am of  t he I l an-

zanar  Ci t i zens Feder at i on was t o f ur t her  t he wel f ar e of  Uni t ed 

St at es c i t i zen, pr i mar i l y by pl ac i ng al l  such per sons i n war  

ef f o r t , ei t her  t hr ough out s i de r el ocat i on, r ec r ui t i ng of  Ni s ei  

young men i nt o t he U. S . Ar my, or  t hr ough est abl i shment  of  de-

f ense i ndus t r i es wi t hi n Manzanar , 

The f i r s t  meet i ng o f  t he Ci t i zens F eder at i on, hel d i n mess 

hal l  15, and open to t he publ i c , was at t endedby an over f l ow 

audi ence. Chai r man of  t he meet i ng was Ko j i  Ar i yoshi , secr et ar y 

was J oe Masaoka. Fr ed Tayama, who had pr es i ded at  t he pl anni ng 

meet i ngs , vol unt eer ed t o "s t ay i n t he backgr ound because my pr es-

ence up f r ont  Yd 11 pr obabl y hur t  the; movement ," Thi s f ac t , hov/-

ever , was publ i c l y di sc l osed at  t he f i r s t  meet i ng when secr et ar y 

J oe Masaoka, r ead t he mi nut es of  t hat  aeet i  pl anni ng meet i ng, 

di sc l os i ng al l  t he pr el i mi nar y di scuss i ons whi ch had t aken pl ace. 

Out spoken c r i t i c and per sonal  enemy of  Tayama, J oseph Y . Kur i -

har a, st ood up at  t he meet i ng and made t he st at ement : " I  move 

t hat  Mr . Fr ed Tayama be made i nel i g i bl e t o hol d any o f f i c e i n t hi s 

new o r gani zat i on." Thi s was t he f i r s t  a of  a ser i es of  publ i c 
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at t acks agai nst  Tayama i n connect i on wi t h t he Manzanar  Ci t i zens 

F eder at i on. Jâ new ReJoca+lon Papers 
Bancroft Library 

Speaker s , and t her ef or e (i n t he Maazanar  publ i c mi nd), 

r espons i bl e heads and i ns t i gat or s of  t he movement , wer e: Koj i  

Ar i yos hi , chai r man; Hi r oshi  Neeno, "What k̂- * t he Ci t i zens Feder -
» 

at i on Can do f or  i mpr ovi ng l abor  c ondi t i ons "; J oe Masaoka, "Tr ai n-

i ng Ni sei  Yout h f or  Leader shi p t hr ough t he Manzanar  Ci t i zens 

F eder at i on"; Kar l  Yoneda, "Our  Par t  i n t he War  E f f o r t ", and 

Togo Tanaka, "Post - War  Ai ms ". 

The meet i ng was a mi l est one i n t hat  f r om i t  dat es t he 

above- sur f ace appear ance o f  t he Ueno- Kur i har a- Yamaguchi  gr oup 

(Gr oup 3) . (Unf or t unat el y , my f i l es ar e pecked and I  have 
no r ecor d of  t he exact  dat e o f  t hi s meet i ng; i t  
seems t o me t hat  i t  was i n mi d- August . Mor e on 
t hi s l a t er .�T T ) 

F ol l owi ng t he speaker s , an open f or um was hel d. The audi -

ence was i nv i t ed t© ask quest i ons of  t he Chai r man. Most  f r e-

quent  f or um par t i c i pant  was J o s ^h Y . Kur i har a; second most  f r eQ 

quent  f or um par t i c i pant  was Tokut ar o Ni shi mur a Sl ocum. Thei r  

exchange o f  st at ement s was heat ed, voc i f er ous , sar cas t i c ; f or  a 

whi l e, i t  appear ed as i f  t he meet i ng had r esol ved i nt o a debat e 

and name- cal l i ng sess i on bet ween t hese t wo i ndi v i dual s . Fr om 

not es t aken dur i ng t hat  eveni ng, t he f o l l owi ng"conver sat i ons" 

ensued: 

Kur i har a�"Mr . Chai r man, I  move t hat  t he pr oposed const i -

t ut i on f or  t he Manzanar  Ci t i zens Feder at i on be changed; af t er  

a l l  T/e'r e al l  o f  us i n t he same boat , makes no di f f er ence whet her  

you ar e c i t i zens and some I s s ei  ar e not . The f ac t  i s , we ar e al l  

J apanese.. I  am por ud t hat  I  am IOCYf0 per  cent  J apanese. The 

bl ood of  J apanese Yamat o Damashi i  i s i n my v ei ns , and I  am ver y 
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pr oud of" i t , I  want  you t o know. We shoul d not  be i n her e 

di sc r i mi nat i ng agai nst  t he I s s ei  j ust  because t hey ar e not  

c i t i zens of  t he Uni t ed St at es ; t hey ar e not  c i t i zens of  t he 

Uni t ed St at es because t hi s count r y saw f i t  t o deny i t  t o t hem; 

j ust  as t hi s count r y i s t r eat i ng us Amer i can c i t i zens l i k e d i r t , 

l i k e enemy al i ens when we ar e supposed t o be 100$ Amer i cans, 

Ther ef or e, I  move, bef or e t hi s or gani zi ng body, t hat  t he name 

of  t hi s cl ub be changed t o Manzanar  J apanese Wel f ar e Assoc i at i on 

and not  Manzanar  Ci t i zens F eder at i on." ^ T ^ o ^ T  ̂

Sl ocum�"Mr . Chai r man, i f  I  may, s i r , I  wi sh t o, t hat  i s 

I  beg to. di f f er  f r om what  J oe Kur i har a has» j ust  s ai d. We must  

r eal i ze t hat  we ar e a nat i on at  war ; we ar e i n a gr eat  war , 

t he gr eat es t  i n our  hi s t o r y . We may f eel  t hat  i nj us t i ce has 

been commi t t ed agai ns t  us , but  t hi s i s a r eal  t ss t  f o r  us al l , 

i t  i s a chal l enge t o us t o have f ai t h and t o bel i eve i n our  

count r y . I  am of  t he J apanese r ac e, yes ; because we ar e bor n 

t hat  way, we have no choi ce i n t hat 1 m t t er ; but  I  am pr oud t hat  

I  am a 100$ Arneri  can. I  t hi nk we shoul d al l  be pe pr oud of  our  

Amer i can c i t i zens hi p. Thi s i s not  a J apanese Wel f ar e Assoc i at i on 

we w§ nt ; i t  daoul d be, as you good gent l emen who pl anned t hi s 

meet i ng i nt ended i t  t o be, t he Manzanar  Ci t i zens Feder at i on.'* 
» 

Kur i har a�"Mr . Chai r man, I ' v e j ust  hear d MR. Sl ocum. I  

want  you to ask hi m a quest i on. I f  he i s 100$ Ameri  can, as he 

waves t he f l ag and c l ai ms he i s , I  chal l enge hi m t o wal k out -

s i de t hose W g t e boundar y l i nes and j ust  see i f  he 

doesn't  get  shot . Huh! 100$ Amer i can, that  ' s a hot  one, i f  I  may 

say so. When we a wer e r i pped out  of  our  hor ns* our  bus i nesses , 

had ever yt hi ng we ever  wor ked f o r  dest r oyed over ni ght  by t hi s 
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unj us t  t r eat ment , i t  pr oved j ust  how much Uni t ed St at es c i t i -

zenshi p i s wor t h. As f or  me, I ' l l  gi ve i t  back any t i me t he 

gover nment  want s i t . I  don't  want  i t ; i t ' s not  wor t h a damn 

and Mr . Sl ooum knows i t . What 's he doi ng her e, t hai , i f  h e ' s 

a 10C$ Amer i can; yes , why ar e you her e, Mr . Sl ooum?" p  ̂
' * twncrort Library 

J 31o_cum- -  ( o u t i n g ) " I  am her e because my commander - i n-

c hi ef , t he Pr es i dent  of  t he Uni t ed St at es , F r ank l i n Del ano 

Roosevel t , or der ed me t o come her e�j us t  as he di d al l  l oyal  

Amer i cans of  J apanese ancest r y . We shoul d cooper at e wi t h t he 

Ar my, t hey t ol a us , and l i k e good so l di er s , we f i i d î  So t her e, 

Mr . K u r i h ar ay 

Kur i har a�'(addr ess i ng Sl ocum, i nst ead of  t he chai r ) "Wel l , 

I  want  you t o know t hat  I  once f ol l owed t he or der s of  t he com-

mander - i n- chi ef  of  t he Uni t ed St at es of  Amer i ca. He was Pr es i -

dent  Woodr ow Wi l son. We f ought  then t o make t he wor l d saf e 

f or  democr acy. You know, Mr . Sl pcum, t hat  I  ser ved wi t h honor  

on t he bat t l ef i el ds of  F r ance f or  what  I  t hought  was my count r y, 

t he Uni t ed St at es . I  wor e t he uni f or m of  t he Uni t ed St at es 

Ar my; I  pl edged al l egi ance t o her  f l ag; I  r ecei ved an honor  gbl e 

di schar ge. I  have al ways t r i ed t o.conduct  mysel f  as a l aw-

abi di ng c i t i zen of  t hi s count r y. I  have t r i ed to advi se our  

young peopl e t hat  t hi s i s t hei r  count r y; t hat  t hey must  be l oyal  

t o her  i n any c r i s i s . I  f eel  t hat  I  have done my par t , di s-

char ged my dut i es . But  what  has t he gover nment  of  the Uni t ed 

St at es done? I t  had t r eat ed me as i f  I  wer e a c r i mi nal ; I  have 

to be put  behi nd bar bed wi r es ; t her e ar e ar med guar ds t hr own 

ar ound us , we ar e shot  i f  we dar e exer c i se our  Amei i  can const -

i t ut i onal  r i ght s as f r ee c i t i zens of  a so- cal l ed f r ee democr acy. 
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I  had t he conf i dence of  a naval  i nt el l i gence of f i cer  i n San 

Di ego who woul d have t es t i f i ed t o my l oyal t y ; I  t r i ed to 

ask f or  t r eat ment  as an i ndi v i dual  when t he Army deci ded t o evac-

uat e al l  per sons of  J apanese bl ood. They sai d no. Wel l , t hey've 

made me r eal i ze t hat  af t er  a 11, i t ' s bl ood t hat  count s, not hi ng 

el se. I t  makes no di f f er ence t hat  a man has di ed a t housand 

deat hs f or  h i s count r y on bl oed- soaked bat t l ef i el ds i n a t er r i bl e 

war  and come back t o l i ve as a c i t i zen of  hi s communi t y. No, 

t hey sai d, t he onl y t hi ng, J oe Kur i har a, t hat  count s i s t hat  

by t he acci dent  of  bi r t h, you ar e of  t he J apanese r ace. So 

get  t he hel l  behi nd t hose bar s . Am I  bi t t er ? Wel l , you peopl e 

her e j udge f or  your sel f . Al l  I 'm t el l i ng you i s t hat  we ar e 

washed up i n t hi s count r y. We ar e al l  of  t he J apanese r ace a-  d 

bl ood; t he J apanese peopl e, our  f el l ows J apanese, ar e our  onl y 

hope; t her e i s none i n t hi s count r y wher e t he whi t e man wi l l  

t r y t o put  on hi s own spec i al  br and of  ' democr acy* , a whi t e 

democr acy. The peopl e of  Manzanar  car  deci de f or  t hemsel ves 

whet her  or  not  what  I  say i s hot  j us t i f i ed. The peopl e of  Amer i ca 

can dec i de, f or  al l  I  car e about  t hem. . . " 

¿i l o cui)]- - TtAIr. Chai r man, i f  I  may i nt er r upt  L r . Kur i l  ar  a I  

What  he i s sayi ng i s out r i ght  danger ous and subver si ve i n t hi s 

gr eat  hour  of  our  emer gency. Look her e, J oe Kur i har a, I ' v e 

f ought  i n bi gger  aci  d bet t er  bat t l es an you ev r  saw. I  was 

ser geant - maj or  i n t he same out f i t  as Ser geant  Al v i n Yor k. ¥ Yes-

s i r ee, we wer e bul di es . I  was t he onl y Or i ent al  ser geant - maj or  

i n t he v&ol e A .U. F , I  f ought  i n bat t l es and was wounded. I  von 

di s t i nc t i on and honor s; I  t oo was honor abl y di schar ged. Wksa You 

wer e a c i t i zen of  t he Uni t ed St at es al r eady when you wor e t he 
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uni f or m of  Uncl e Sam. I  was an aL i en J apanese, bo m i n J apan. 

I  f ought  anot her  bat t l e af t er  t hat  l as t  war ; I  f ought  t o wi n 

Amer i can c i t i zenshi p f or  a l l  Or i ent al  vet er ans who had ser ved 

i n t he Ar my; I  won that  bat t l e f or  j ust i ce ®d democr acy. 

1 di dn11 l i k e evacuat i on per sonal l y any more t han you do, f or  

what  i t  has done to so many who ar e r eal , l oyal , r ed- bl ooded 

Amer i cans. But  I 'm s t i l l  good enough a sol di er  t o t ake or der s 

wi t hout  chal l engi ng t hem, make sac r i f i ces under  f i r e , and have 

f ai t h i n our  gr eat  Pr es i dent . I  say we ar e i n t hi s war  f o r  

r eal  democr acy and t hat  our  onl y hope, as descendant s of  t he 

J apanese r ace, i s t© pi t ch i n and do our  whol ehear t ed bi t  f or  

Amer i ca. The t r oubl e wi t h t he Ni sei  up t o now i s t hat  t hey 've 

depended t oo much and have been i nf l uenced t oo much by t hei r  

f at her s . That  goes f or  you t oo, Mr . Kur i har a!" (At  t hi s poi nt , 

SI ocum was soundl y booed and hi ssed by par t i sans 
i n t he audi ence who wer e evi dent l y suQpor t er s of  
Kur i har a; f r om t hi s meet i ng on, Sl ocurn r equi r ed 
const ant  pol i ce pr ot ect i onwhenever  he at t ended 
publ i c gat her i ngs ). 

The Chai r man, Koj i  Sr i yoshi , st opped t he debat e as i t  was 

gr owi ng more and more heat ed, admoni shi ng t he two t o "cut  out  t he 

per sonal  name- cal l i ng." 

Fur t her  opposi t i on t o t he Manzanar  Ci t i zens Feder at i on was 

voi ced by a Geor ge Akahoshi , secr et ar y to t he t e ad of  t he Communi -

t y Ser v i ces Di v i s i on (Thomas Li . Templ e), who sai d: " I  see no 

good r eason why t he Ci t i zens Feder at i on member shi p shoul d be l i m-

i t ed to Uni ted-  St at es c i t i zens onl y; af t er  al l , we ar e i n her e 

wi t h our  par ent s, and t hey t oo shar e a common i nt er es t , i f  t hi s 

or gani zat i on i s t o be t r ul y r epr esent at i ve o f  t he peopl e of  Man-

zanar , i t  shoul d not  have any such di scr i mi nat or y pr ovi s i on i n i t s 

or gani zat i on.* 
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The f i r st  meet i ng of  t he pr oposed Ci t i zens Feder at i on 

i ndi cat ed t hat , i f  t her e wer e many suppor t er s of  t he movement  

out s i de t he or i gi nal  sponsor s, t hey kept  qui et  and i nar t i cul at e 

at  t he sess i on. On t he ot her  hand, t he opposi t i on t o t he pro-

posed f eder at i on, was out spoken, l oud, and qui t e set  agai nst  

i t . 

Ghai r man Koj i  Ar i voshi 's chai r manshi p was conf i r med by 

a vot e, t aken t hr ough show of  hands. He i mmedi at el y began 

appoi nt ment  of  commi t t ees t o or gani se t he Feder at i on. 

The meet i ng ended i n an at mospher e of  t ensi on, ani mos-

i t y , mut t er i ngs. 

Opposi t i on to t he Manzanar  Ci t i zens Feder at i on was qui ck 

t o be voi ced by ti  e. Bl ock Leader s Counci l . (At  t hat  t i me, 

chai r man of  t he Bl ock Leader s Counci l  was Ted A k a h o &i ) . 

Rumor s about  t he i ndi v i dual s sponsor i ng t he or gani zi ng meet i ng 

wer e soon cur r ent . These r umor s t ook t he f or m of  l et t er s re-

cei ved i n ot her  r el ocat i on and (at  t hat  t i me) assembl y cent er s 

pur por t i ng t o t el l  of  t he deat hs by vi ol ence of  each of  t he 

i ndi v i dual s connect ed wi t h t he Feder at i on. These i ndi v i dual s 

wer e f r equent l y embar r assed by l et t er s f r om f r i ends i nqui r i ng 

as t o t he heal t h or  condi t i on of  so.- and- so- who- i s- r eoor ted- dead. 

Some of  the or i gi nal  sponsor s of  t he Feder at i on abandoned 

the movement  af t er  t he f i r s t  meet i ng. 

The Cent er T s Document ar y hi s t or i ans , J oe Masaoka and Togo 

Tanaka, t o had bot h consent ed t o be speaker s on t he f i r s t  

pr ogr am, deci ded t hat  '»t hi s t hi ng's goi ng t o i nt er f er e wi t h our  

document ar y wor k, make us more enemi es t han we can handl e; i t ' s 

a pai n i n t he neck, so l e t ' s pul l  our  necks i n and st ay home f r om 

al l  meet i ngs ," Hi r oshi  Neenos, al so a speaker  on t he f i r s t  
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meet i ng pr ogr am, was i n addi t i on a bl ock l eader  of  bl ock 32; 

t hi s pos i t i on br ought  hi m i n di r ect  cont act  wi t h t he bl ock 

l eader s ; he damned t he Ci t i zens Feder at i on wi t h f ai nt  pr ai se, 

mor e or  l es s , al so dr opped out  of  t he pi c t ur e as an ac t i ve 

suppor t er . 

The F eder at i on, however , l i ved on t hr ough t he next  two 

mont hs, conduct ed el ec t i ons t hr oughout  t he Cent er , nami ng t hr ee 

r epr esent at i ves f r om each bl ock , al l  o f  them c i t i zens . Thi s was 

f ac i l i t at ed t hr ough t he Bl ock Leader s Counci l  vti  i ch was br ought  

ar ound to a compr omi se measur e o f  f or mi ng a wJ uni or  Bl ock Counci l *» 

under  auspi ces of  t he F eder at i on. The nat ur e of  t he F eder at i on, 

i t s or gani zat i on, and i t s pur poses, t hus under went  a t r ansf or -

mat i on t hr ough t hss per i od; i t s cr  i gi nal  sponsor s had ei t her n 

dr opped out  or  assumed mi nor  pos i t i ons . 

Sho Onoaer a succeeded Koj i  Ar i yoshi  as chai r man when t he 

l at t er  went  out  on beet  f ur l ough t o t he I daho f i e l ds . 

I n al l  i t s hi s t o r y , t he Feder at i on hel d l es s t han hal f  a 

dozen publ i c meet i ngs , t wi ce as many pr i vat e commi t t ee sessi ons.. 

(For  a chr onol ogi cal  hi s t or y of  t he F eder at i on, r ef er  t o 
t he l i anzanar  Fr ee Br es s . I t  shoul d be bor ne i n mi nd t hat  
t he F r ee Pr ess edi t o r i al s sel dom, i f  ever , r ef el ec t ed the. 
degr ee of  i nt ens i t y of  f eel i ng i n t he Ueno- Kur i har a- Yamaguchi  
gr oup agai nst  t he Ci t i zens F eder at i on). 

�Mor e t o Kum� 
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QUESTI ONS (Gr odzi ns Let t er  1/ 21/ 43) 

Page 42: T h e C a m o u f l a g e F a c t o r y 
( "I n i t i a l  t r oubl es ") 

Fr om t he out set  of  i t s br i ef  and st or my hi s t or y , t he 

camouf l age net  pr oj ect  at  Manzanar  was beset  wi t h d i f f i c u l t i es . 

I t s i nt r oduct i on was r ecei ved wi t h compar at i vel y l i t t l e ent husi -

asm by evacuees, despi t e ef f or t s t o gi ve i t  a "bui l d- up" by ad-

mi ni s t r at i ve o f f i c i a l s . Fr om t he f i r s t  day of  a camp- wi de cam-

pai gn by t he t hen Pr oj ec t  Di r ec t or  Roy Nash t o r ec r ui t  t he neces-

sar y number  of  wor ker s , c r i t i c i s m was hear d agai nst  t he "di c t at or -

i a l " at t i t ude and met hods Of  "Mr . NaSÍ l ." J apanese Relocation Papers 

Bancroft Library 

On J une 18, 1942, t he Document ar y Hi s t o r i ans of  Lan-

zanar  r epor t ed: 

"Af t er  muddl i ng t hr ough t he f i r s t  week, t he 
camouf l age net  pr oj ec t  r ecei ved a needed shot  
i n t he arm J une 17. 

"An emer gency bl ock l eader s* meet i ng, cal l ed 
by Di r ec t or  Roy Nash, gave r ecogni t i on t o t he 
f ac t  t hat  Manzanar *s f i r s t  war  i ndust r y was 
f al l i ng f ar  behi nd schedul e, and deci ded t o: 

"( 1) Meet  t he l abor  shor t age i n t he net  sheds 
by r ec r ui t i ng c i t i zens f r om ot her  pr o j ec t s , 
s i nce most  empl oyabl es have been i n ot her  
j obs . ( I n ef f ec t , gi v i ng A- l  pr i o r i t y t o 
t he net  f act or y pr o j ec t . ) 

"(2)�Co nduc t , t hr ough t he bl ock l eader shi p, a 
t hor ough canvass of  t he Cent er  f or  popul ar  
suppor t  of  t he pr o j ec t , i mpr ess i ng r es i dent s 
wi t h t he v i t a l  i mpor t ance of  f i l l i ng t he A my ' s 
r equi r ement s . (Success ms ans War  Dept . supp-
or t  f or  ot her  pr o j ec t s ) . 

"At t endi ng t he meet i ng�Henr y Tsur ut ani , f or mer  
at t or ney, L os Angel es , now bl ock 18 l eader : 'Si nc e 
onl y c i t i zens ar e el i g i b l e, and s i nce t her e i s 
a shor t age, we shoul d r emove t hem f r om over -
s t af f ed pr o j ec t s and gi ve t hem j obs i n t he net  
f ac t or y , wi t h assur ances o f  1 sk i l l ed* r at i ng. 
7le shoul d al so f r eeze pos i t i ons openi ng up, sav-
i ng pr ev i ous j obs f or  c i t i zens t o r et ur n t o af t er  
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camouf l age net  wor k i s compl et ed.' ^T J o f T u ^^3 

"Capt ai n Les V/al l endor f , 
U. S. Ar my, Vies t er n Def ense Command: 'Th i s 
net  pr oj ect  i s t he r es ul t  of  l et t er s sent  
Gener al  De Wi t t  ask i ng thfct  r es i dent s of  t hi s 
Cent er  be al l owed t o wor k on def ense pr o j ec t s . 
Thr ough r epr esent at i ons of  cer t ai n o f f i c i a l s , 
camouf l age net  pr oj ect s wer e di ver t ed her e. 
Ther e i s an ur gency t hat  t hey be pr oduced on 
schedul e cal l i ng f or  325,000 i n s i x mont hs, 
al l ocat ed among t he var i ous cent er s . 

"Tea Akahoshi , f or mer  
secr et ar y of  t he Los Angel es Whol esal e Com-
mi ss i on Mer chant s Assoc i at i on, now Chai r man 
of  t he Bl ock l eader s : 'Mor al e has dr opped and 
t hi s pr oj ect  hasnTt  l i ved up t o expect at i ons 
so f ar  because at  f i r s t  t he wor ker s wer e prom-
i sed uni on wages i f  t hey woul d vol unt eer  t o 
come her e. Then t hey wer e pr omi sed 7/ .P .A. wages 
of  £50 t o y94 a mont h. They never  got  ei t her . 
Now t he scal e has been set  at  £12, $16 and . 19, and 
up unt i l  now t her e has been no evi dence t hey 'd 
r ecei ve any pay at  a l l . On t he ot her  hand, sol -
di er s ' pay has been r ai sed f r om £21. t o £42 and new 
Q50, ' " J  

"Kar l  Yoneda, f or mer  San 
F r anc i sco l ongshor eman and l abor  l eader , C . I . O. , 
now bl ock l eader : ' I ' l l  do my best  t o canvass 
my bl ock . As f or  mysel f  I  can assur e you t hi s 
one t hi ng, gent l emen. I  wi l l  have my wi f e wi t h-
dr aw f r om her  l i br ar y j ob and see t hat  she s t ar t s 
wor k t omor r ow at  t he net  f ac t o r y . ' 

"J .A-  For ney, U . S . Engi neer -
i ng Depar t ment , const r uct i on super v i sor : ' L e t ' s 
get  our  f i r s t  shi f t  st ar t ed f i r s t  (when some 
bl ock l eader sr  i n t hei r  ent husi asm suggest ed get t i ng 
t  w o shi f t s wor k i ng). I t  l ooks l i k e now we' l l  
get  our  d i f f i c u l t i es s t r ai ght ened o ut . ' 

"Di r ec t or  Roy Nash: ' I s t her e 
any t r ut h to t he r umor  t hat  t he boggi ng down of  
t hi s pr oj ect  i s del i ber at e sabot age? ' (Ther e 
was v i gor ous deni al , shaki ng o f  heads , sur pr i se 
among t he bl ock l eader s ) 

Four  days l at er , t he pr oj ec t , to al l  sur f ace 

i ndi cat i ons , was wel l  on i t s way. Wher eas t her e had been 

l ess t han 100 wor ker s on t he pr oj ect  at  t he t i me of  t he 

f or egoi ng meet i ng, t her e was now a t ot al  per sonnel  r o i l  
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ry

Paf5ers 

of  314 wor ker s pr oduci ng 80 net s dai l y . The J une 22 

pr oj ect  r epor t  st at ed: "The nev/ management  i s opt i mi s-

t i c about  secur i ng 1000 wor ker s i n t he next  10 days". 

(Thi s goal  was not  achi eved). Beneat h t he sur f- ace, how-

ever , di scont ent  & t r oubl e, l at er  to expl ode per i odi c-

al l y wer e al r eady br ewi ng. The f ol l owi ng conver sat i on, 

r ecor ded i n t he Cent er  document at i on, was f ai r l y t ypi -

cal : 

T w o w o r k e r s (bot h Ni sei ) w e r e 
t a l k i n g (Young men, ages 21 & 25) � 

"Say] , t hi s i s peon l abor ; we ought  t o 
be pai d def ense wages ." 

"Yeah, some cont r act or  sur e must  be 
maki ng money out  of  us , " 

"Di d you know what  t hat  guy who br i ngs 
wafe er  t o, us says?" 

"You mean t hat  Haku j i n? " (Cai  casi an) 
"Yeah. He asked me how much we wer e 

bei ng pai d. I  t ol d hi m about  12 bucks a mont h 
and our  room and boar d. You know what vhe says 
t hen?" 

"What ?" 
"He gi ves out  a hor se l augh and says: 

f Why, you sucker s, I 'm get t i ng 12 bucks a day!" 

Even i n t hese ear l y weeks of  t he Camouf l age net  pro-

j ect , dor mant  opposi t i on on t he gr ound t hat  i t  was "war  

wor k" ai med agai nst  J apan was r umor ed qui et l y amonth t he 

J apanese- speaki ng popul at i on. Out cr oppi ng of  r umor s t hat  

wor k on t he net s was accompani ed by a "t uber cul os i s hazar d" 

soon f ol l owed. Sever al  Ni sei  wor ker s admi t t ed t hat  pr es-

sur e i n var i ous f or ms had been exer t ed t o make them qui t  

t hei r  j obs. I n addi t i on t o t hese t r oubl es, t he net  f act or y 

i nvar i abl y at t r act ed t he hoodl um el ement  i n t he camp, bot h 

as empl oyees and hanger s- on. Wi t hi n a f ew weeks of  t he 

pr o j ec t 's openi ng, sol di er s wer e cal l ed out  t o quel l  a mi nor  
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di st ur bance whi ch was hushed up, gi ven no publ i c i t y . J y.  ̂

MA Ĵî tU ay  ̂ A J / ^ V 
�Mor e t o Kum 

Page 55: K i y o s h i  H i g a s h i  J apanese Relocation Papers 

Bancroft Library 
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J apanese Relocation Papers 

4 Pa- ê 53. K i y o s h i  H i g a s h l  Bancroft Library 

Ki yoshi  Hi gashi 1 s r o l e i n t he Manzanar  r i ot  of  December  

6, hi ghl i ght ed by t he f act  t hat  he not  onl y sur vi ved t he di st ur -

bance wi t hi n t he Cent er  but  r et ai ned h i s posi t i on as Chi ef  of  I n-

t er nal  Secur i t y , cont r adi ct s t he gener al  obser vat i on i n t he r epor t  

t hat  "member s of  Cr oup I  wer e evacuat ed f or  t hei r  pr ot ect i on to 

Deat h Val l ey ". Hi gashi  was second i n pr omi nence i n t he J . A . C . L . 

onl y to Fr ed Tayama; he pr eceded Tayama as Chai r man of  t he Sout h-

er n Di s t r i c t  J . A . C . L . i n pre- war  days. He was associ at ed wi t h 

Tayama i n t he Pac i f i c Ser vi ce Bur eau i n�pr e- evacuat i on days. He 

and hi s wi f e and t hei r  pet  dog l i ved wi t h t he Tayamas i n Los Ang-

el es f or  sever al  weeks bef or e t hey evacuat ed t oget her  to Manzanar . 

At  t hw Cent er , t he Hi gashi s and Tayamas shar ed t hei r  bar r ack r oom, 

f i r s t  i n bl ock 6, l at er  i n enl ar ged quar t er s (when space was more 

equal l y di s t r i but ed accor di ng to number  i n f ami l y) i n b&ock 28. 

Mor e t han Tayama, however , Hi gashi  was cl ose to t he Term-

i nal  I s l and "gr oup" cent er ed on Bl ock 9. Hi gas M, sever al  year s 

bef or e t eami ng up i n busi ness wi t h Tayama, had cover ed t he F i sh Har -

bor  as an i nsur ance agent ; he knew pr act i cal l y al l  of  t he f i sher men 

and t hei r  f ami l i es per sonal l y . Hi s br ot her s wer e f i sher men at  

Ter mi nal  I s l and; t hese br ot her s l i ved wi t h hi m and w4 hi s wi f e i n 

t he bar r ack shar ed wi t h t he Tayamas. Whi l e t her e was some ani mosi t y 

among 'Ter mi nal  I s l ander s agai nst  t he " J . A . C . L . " as an or gani zat i on, 

t her e was compar at i vel y l i t t l e�i f  any�agai nst  Hi gashi  per sonal l y . 

I n ot her  wor ds, he "bel onged". Wi t h t he younger  men of  the Ter mi n-

al  I s l ander s , Hi gashi  was popul ar  because of  h i s i nt er est  i n t hei r  

at hl et i c ac t i v i t i es . As t r easur er  of  t he J . A . C . L . i n Ter mi nal  I s-
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l and, he had t ur ned over  a l ar ge sum of  money f o r  spor t s equi pment  

at  Manzanar  f or  Uhe F i sh Har bor  t ea ŝ . 

Thogugh Chi ef  of  I nt er nal  Secur i t y and th er ef or ĥead 

of  a pol i ce f or ce of  over  80 men, Hi gashi  f r equent l y admi t t ed 

qui t e f r ank l y t hat  " I ' m dqp endi ng on t he Ter mi nal  I s l and gmys t o 

back me up i n a pi nc h." Long year s of  per sonal  r el at i onshi p wi t h 

t hem gave hi m r eason f or  thi s, conf i dence. Some out spoken c r i t i c s 

of  obst r eper ous Ter mi nal  I s l ander s wer e wont  t o bl ame Hi gashi  f or  

"undue l eni ency" t owar d of f ender s f r om t hat  gr oup, 

Hi gashi  hi msel f  was o f t en t hr eat ened anonymousl y and i n-

di r ec t l y , but  "never  by an Ter mi nal  I s l ander s ", he once r emar ked. 

When he. ser ved on t he Commi ssi on f or  Sel f - Gover nment ; al ong wi t h 

t he ot her  16 member s, he r ecei ved an anonymous l et t er  of  war ni ng 

from t he "Bl ood Br ot her s Cor ps ." 

Al t hough he accompani ed Fr ed Tayama t o t he Sal .t  l ake Ci t y 

conf er ence of  t he J apanese Amer i can Ci t i zens League i n November  

and r et ur ned wi t h Tayama, cur i ousl y enough, most, of  t he r umor s i n 

t he Cent er  bl ami ng t he J . A . C . L . f or  pass i ng a r eso l ut i on ask i ng 

vol unt ar y enl i st ment  f or  ni s ei  i nt o t he U. S . Army wer e cent er ed 

ar ound and ai med ag'ai nst  Tayama. 

On t he ni ght  of  t he r i o t , Dec. 6, al most  at  t he same t i me t h e 

cr owd was mi l l i ng ar ound t he hos pi t al  seeki ng Tayama's bl ood, a por -

t i on of  t he mob br oke i nt o t he Hi gashi - Tayama quar t er s on bl ock 28. 

The Hi gas h i 's s i de of  t he bar r ack was r educed t o shambl es; f ur ni -

t ur e was smashed, books wer e t or n, pi c t ur es t or n f r om t he wal l , 

c l ot hi ng s t o l en; t he Tayama s i de was l ef t  al most  unt ouched. Why 

t hi s was so, no one seems to have any expl anat i on, l eas t  of  al l  

Tayama or  Hi gashi . Bef or e t he mob ar r i ved at  hi s. bar r ack, Hi gashi  

had t aken r ef uge wi t h hi s ent i r e f ami l y (wi f e, br ot her s , par ent s) 
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m Bl ock 9, sol i dl y Ter mi nal  I s l ander s . Ther e he i s sai d t o have 

i mmedi at el y or gani zed squads of  husky ex- f i sher men i nt o armed 

bat t al i ons (ar med wi t h c l ubs, k i t chen ut ens i l s , what ever  was handy). 

Est i mat es pl ace t he number  of  abl e- bodi ed men r eady t o f i ght  under  

t he "Ter mi nal  I s l and" banner  bet ween 400 and 800. The mobs whi ch 

r oamed t he cent er  t he ni ght  of  Dec . 6 r emai ned at  a r espect f ul  

di st ance f r om Bl ock 9, accor di ng t o al l  ver s i ons of  t he i nc i dent  

now i n my hands, A meet i ng of  mob l eader s t ook pl ace i n t hat  mess 

hal l  (bl ock 9) f ol l owi ng t hei r  second di sper sal  f r om mess hal l  1 

shor t l y af t er  t he shoot i ng. Ther e t he k i t chen wor ker s of  No. 9, 

r epr esent ed by t hei r  chef  and f or eman, made i t  c l ear  t hat  t hey woul d 

not  par t i c i pat e i n any "gener al  st r i ke" of  t he mess hal &s on Monday. 

Thei r  at t i t ude seems t o have been: "WeSl l  f eed t he whol e cent er  i f  

we have t o but  we'r e not  goi ng t o put  a noose ar ound our  own necks, 

and ar ound t he necks of  our  women ana chi l dr en by r ef us i ng to cook 

our  own f ood." Whet her  Hi gas hi 's i nf l uence was bei ng made f el t  

t her e or  not  has not  been det er mi ned, but  t he f act  r emai ns t hat  he 

was on t he scene t her e f r om ear l y i n t he eveni ng. 

Why t he Ter mi nal  I s l ander s pr ot ect ed Hi gashi  can be expl ai ned 

onl y i n t or ms of  t hei r  per sonal  l oyal t y to hi m; however , i t  i s si gni -

f i cant  i n t hi s connect i on t hat  Hi gashi  was known t o be wor ki ng on a 

mass r el ocat i on pr ogr am f or  "my boys ." Thr ough t he J . A . C . L . and var -

i ous cont act s he i s known to have, Hi gashi  has been seeki ng t o under -

t ake a f ai r l y l ar ge scal e f i shi ng pr oj ect  i n the Gr eat  Lakes Regi on 

t o secur e r el ocat i on and out si de empl oyment  f or  t he ex- Ter mi nal  I sl and-

er s . Asked shor t l y bef or e t he r i ot  why he and hi s wi f e had not  app-

l i ed f or  cl ear ance and r el ocat i on, he. sai d: "I ' v e got  a r espons i bi l i t y 

to t he Ter mi nal  I s l ander s ; t hey'r e dependi ng on me t o get  t hi s Gr eat  
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Lakes Pr o j ec t  .goi ng, and I 'm goi ng t o see i t  t hr ough,» ''' M̂nfFLfaJ '*** 

One of  Hi gas h i ' s l esser  known (t o t hose out s i de Ter mi nal  

i s l and) cont act s yjas t he f or mer  chi ef  of  Naval  I nt el l i gence f or  

Los Angel es and San Pedr o, wi t h whom Hi  gas hi  was known t o have mai n-

t ai ned cor r espondence t hr oughout  t he evacuat i on and mont hs at  

Lanzanar . Thi s o f f i cer  was r epor t ed by Hi gashi  once t o have 

sought  p appr oval  f r om hi gher - ups i n Washi ngt on, D.C. f or  a pr o-

po s al  t hat  a Navy dest r oyer  or  submar i ne be manned by Ni s ei  f  i  shier-

i: en of  Ter mi nal  I s l and, wi t h t hi s o f f i c er  i n char ge. "We*d show fee 

Navy how t o f i ght  t he J aps , " was h i s asser t ed comment . Thi s man's 

i nf l uence on t he younger , t hough obst r eper ous hel l - r ai s i ng el ement  

�among t he ex- f i sher men of  Ter mi nal  I s l and, had made an i mpr essi on 

t hat  was appar ent l y deep, accor di ng t o Hi gashi  who seems t o have 

ant i c i pat ed t he Dec . 6 r i o t , "The T emi na l  I s l ander s may be r ough 

guys and r ai se t r oubl e, but  i n a pi nch, t hey ' l l  come .t hr ough; you 

wai t  and see," Hi gask i  was of t en hear d to r emar k. (Not e: I  f i nd 
t her e i s not  enough mat er i al  i n the f i l es s t i l l  uncr at ed 
t o do a char act er  sket ch on Hi gas hi ; i t  wi l l  have 
to awai t  our  ar r i val  i n Chi cago. Regar di ng t he Lanzanar  
r epor t  t o the J . A . C . L . conf er ence by Hi gashi �pages 1- 7 
Addenda�pl ease bear  i n mi nd t hat  t h i s r epor t  appear s 
t o be, t he wor k l ar gel y o f  Chi ef  of  Po l i c e Commi ssi oner s 
Wi l l ar d Schmi dt , f or mer l y of  t he Ber kel ey Po l i c e; t he 
l anguage, st yl e- - even some t ypi cal  Schmi dt  expr essi ons- -
al l  bear  t he"Schmi dt  l abel . They ar e not  Hi gas h i ' s , al -
t hough he undoubt edl y had a hand i n t he pr epar at i on) 

ôuud (XJ UOw- vz. /va ,- ai  l i J  
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5. Page 54. T h o s e w h o w e r e s h o t  Japanese Relocation papen 
Bancroft Library 

I  have no i nf or mat i on of  a r el i abl e nat ur e at  al l  on one 

of  t he t wo men who di ed i n t he shoot i ng; I  onl y know h i s sur name-

was Kanazawa. On J ames I t o , t he 17- year - ol d boy o f  bl ook 4, who 

was shot  t o deat h, I  have onl y t he aooount  of  Mr s. L l ai ne Bl ack 

Yoneda, r es i dent  of  Bl ock 4r and a nei ghbor  of  t he I t o f ami l y : 

"They sai d he was such a good boy. I t ' s j ust  a t er r i bl e 

mi st ake and shame t hat  t r oubl emaki ng agi t at or s l i ke Ueno and Kur i -

har a shoul d l i ve and t hi s i nnocent  boy J i mmy I t o shoul d di e. Hi s 

s i s t er  who i s mar r i ed, i s a c l ose nei ghbor  o f  mi ne. I  went  t o see 

her  and al l  she coul d say was: ' I  guess - wefel l  j us t  have t o f i gur e 

t hat  we've gi ven anot her  boy t o t he s er v i c e. ' A br ot her  of  J i mmy's 

i s i n t he Uni t ed St at es Ar my; h e ' l l  pr obabl y go t o Kanzan ar  f or  t he 

f uner al . The mot her  was j us t  l o c k ed and coul d say not hi ng; her  

gr i ef  was over comi ng. J i mmy was on h i s way t o wor k when he was 

at t r act ed by t he cr owd near  t he s t at i on and went  down t her e; he got  

t he bul l et s j us t  as he edged hi s way i nt o t he c r owd." (Not e: I t  

shoul d be r eoor ded her e t hat  Mr s . Yoneda made t hi s 
st at ement  l ess than hal f  an hour  af t er  her  ar r i val  
at  t he mi l i t ar y bar r acks shor t l y af t er  t he r i o t . 
She was hi ghl y exc i t ed and ner vous .) 

6. Page 58 A c c u s a t i o n s a g a i n s t  A k a h o s h i  

Fr ed Tayama's accusat i ons agai nst  Akahoshi , char gi ng t he 

l at t er  wi t h har bor i ng "subver s i ve vi ews" wer e based on what  Tayama 

decl ar ed had been a ser i es of  conver sat i ons bet ween t he t wo at  Man-

zanar . On one cr  two of ' t he occas i ons , F r eder i ck Ogur a, bl ock l eader  

o f  bl ock 1, was al so pr esent , Tayama char ged. Shor t l y af t er  one of  

the conver sat i ons , Tayama, i n t he pr esence of  sever al  J .A .C.L . - er s , 

made out  what  Jje sai d was an al most  ver bat i m r ecor d of  t he conver sa-
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t i on. I n i t , Akahoshi  i s al l eged t o have sai d t hat  he f avor ed 

, a p a n ' 3 t he war , t hat  he was conf i dent  o f  J apanese v i c t or y , 

t hat  most  o f  t he gener al s i n J apan wer e of  h i s , Al t ahoshi 's age, 

and not  o f  T â ma ' s age (t he i nf er ence bei ng't hat  Tayama shoul d 

r espect  Akahasha's age qual i f i c at i ons f o r  l eader shi p of  t he Manzanar  

popul at i on, whi ch l eader shi p he t hen hel d as Chai r man of  t he Bl ock 

Leader s ' Counc i l ) . Tayama, i n maki ng t he t r ansc r i pt  of  t he con-

ver sat i on t o l d J .A .C.L . - er s t hat  he woul d keep t he r ecor d and woul d 

be pr epar ed t o send i t  on t o f eder al  i nves t i gat i ve agenci es i f  ¿ka-

li  c s h i ' s ac t i ons conf i r med hi s speech. On a l at er  occas i on, Tayama 

sai d t hat  he had sent  t he r epor t  on. (Not e: I  bel i eve a copy of  
t hat  r epor t  may be i n t he f i l es whi ch 
have beaa cr at ed.- - TT) 

Whet her  Tayama was "i n t he habi t  of  maki ng such accusat i ons" (as 

i s asked i n your  l i s t  of  quest i ons) I  do not  f eel  qual i f i ed t o gi ve 

an opi ni on at  t hi s s t qge. I t  i s my bel i ef  t hat  t her e i s a t endency 

among J . A . C . L . of  f i c eho l der s �not  t he maj or i t y , but  a f ew of  t hem� 

t o set  t hemsel ves up as j udges o f  .t hei r  f el l ow. Ni sei 'S"ADE r i cani sm«. 

The I s s e i ' s l oyal t y or  di s l oyal t y al so comes i n f or  unso l i c i t ed app-

r ai s al  by t hi s smal l  gr oup; some say Tayama bel onged t o t h i s c l as s , 

ot her s say he di d not . I  do not  know def i n i t el y . I n the f eud wi t h 

Akahoshi , I  cannot  hel p but  f eel  t hat  he was mot i vat ed t o a l ar ge 

ext ent  by per sonal  r easons- - per sonal  di s l i k e poss i bl y . 

Ted Akahoshi  i s an al i en J apanese, i n hi s f i f t i es , a f or mer  C 

r es i dent  of  L os Angel es wher e he was secr et ar y of  t he Pr oduce Lar ket  

Commi ssi on Mer chant s Assoc i at i on. He i s sai d t o be a gr aduat e of   ̂

St anf or d Uni ver s i t y , i s pr o f i c i ent  i n r eadi ng, wr i t i ng, and speaki ng 

i n bot h Engl i sh and J apanese, al t hough h i s Engl i sh bear s a sL i ght  

t r ace of  accent . He evacuat ed t o i - anzanar  wi t h t he vol unt eer  gr oup 

Hi s son Geor ge, (age about  aQ , a Ni s ei ) who saw h i s f at her  o f f  f r om 
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t he kar yknol l  Cat  ho i i  c" Mi ss i on on Sout h Hewi t t  St r eet  i n Los Ange-

l es , s ai d t o me at  t hat  t i me: "My ol d man's gone or * t o Lanzanar ; 

he f i gur es t hat  he mi  gi t  as wel l  get  behi nd t he bar bed wi r es ear l y , 

what  wi t h the. F . B . I , swoopi ng down on ever ybody at  any t i me; he' s 

goi ng t o beat  them t o t he punch." Young Geor ge had been act i ve i n 

the Uni t ed Ci t i zens F eder at i on, of  whi ch I  ser ved br i ef l y as chai r man; 

t he gr oup had been bor n out  of  r ecogni zed wi despr ead ant agoni sm t owar d 

t h e J . A . C . L . i n t he pr  e- evacuat  i on mont hs; Geor ge Akahoshi  was qui t e 

i nt ensel y ant i - J .A .C.L . and, for  pur poses of  di scuss i on i n t hi s 

st udy, can be c l as s i f i ed i n Gr oup 2. He evacuat ed t o ânzanar  soon 

af t er war ds and became t he secr et ar y t o t he head o f  the Ser vi ces di vi -

s i on under  ¥ f .C.£ .A., Ker v i n I vi dwel l . V/hen t he V/.R.A. t ook over  i n 

J une, and Thomas M. Templ e succeeded t o t he head of  t he Communi t y 

Ser v i ces Di v i s i o n, enl ar ged i n i t s dut i es and f unc t i ons , A Geor ge 

Akahoshi  was r et ai ned as secr et ar y. For  a whi l e, bot h Akahoshi s , 

f at her  and son, wer e consi der ed as t wo key i ndi v i dual s i n cont r o l l i ng 

0 OS i t  i ons by evacuees at  Lanzanar . ^ T J o ^ V  ̂

v;hen t he r i o t  br oke out  Dec . 5, Ted Akahoshi  had l ong s i nce 

r et i r ed f r om h i s ac t i v i t i es as Chai r man of  t he Bl ock l eader s ' Counc i l . 

Humor s wer e to t he ef f e ct  t hat  he had been success f ul l y i nt i mi dat ed 

by t he "Bl ood Br o t her s ." Ot her s sai d t hat  he was "s i c k and t i r ed of  

t he whol e mess". St i l l  9t her s char ged t hat  "he ' s showi ng hi s t r ue 

col or s now by get t i ng i nt o the backgr ound and r ai s i ng t r oubl e; h e ' s 

behi nd t he Bl ood br o t her s ." What ever  t he t r ut h may have been, i t  was 

a f ac t . t hat  Akahoshi  was as s i s t i ng i n t he nur ser y school  among t he 

chi l dr en of  t he Vi l l age (or phanage at  k anzanar ) . Cn the ni ght  of  

t he r i o t , i t  was r epor t ed i n mi l i t ar y bar r acks t hat  t he Akahoshi s , 

f at her  and son, had r equest ed mi l i t ar y pr ot ec t i on; t hey f ear ed t hei r  

l i ves wer e i n danger , i t  was s ai d. At  t he t i me, however , i t  appear s 
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t hat  L i eut enant  Conkl i n ( t hi s mi ght  be mi sspel l ed) who was i n char ge 

of  sendi ng so l di er s t o pi ck up i ndi v i dual s consi der ed t o be i n danger , 

had been consul t i ng F r ed Tayamfi  and Toki c sl ocum about  names on t he 

l i s t . Pol i ceman J ack Shi mat su was al so bei ng consul t ed; pol i ceman 

Geor ge Kayakawa was vol unt eer i ng h i s opi ni on. No ot her s wer e consul t ed 

at  t he t i me, I  r ec al l  t he Akahoshi  name comi ng up f or  cons i der at i on; 

t her e was al most  unani mous vot e ( i t  was unani mous wi t h Tayama, Sl ocum, 

Shi mat su, Hayakawa) t hat  t he Akahoshi s bel onged el sewher e "but  not  

wi t h u s . " When my opi ni on was asked by Sl ocum, I  r epl i ed t hat  I  

was i n f avor  of  havi ng anyone who was i n danger  o f  h i s l i f e br ought  

t o t he mi l i t ar y bar r acks f or  pr ot ec t i on; I  di d not , however , bel i eve 

t he Akahoshi s wer e i n danger  but  was not . gi ven t he oppor t uni t y t o ex-

press t hat  v i ewpoi nt ; t he dec i s i on appar ent l y had aLr eady been made 

not  t o br i ng t hem t o t he mi l i t ar y camp. The next  r epor t  we r ecei ved 

t her e bef or e bei ng br ought  t o Deat h Val l ey was t hat  "Ted Akahoshi  

h a s bean ar r est ed wi t ]  t he agi t at o r s ." Fol l owi ng our  ar r i val  her e. 
/ 

a t  Deat h Val l ey , subsequent  r e per  t s sai d t hat  t he Akahoshi s wer e to 

be r emoved to ¡anot her  Cent er , ei t her  Gi l a Ri ver  or  Post on. 
J apanese Relocation Papers 

Bancroft Library 

- - t ore t o Kum� 
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- J J ŜTIONS (Gr odzi ns Let t er  1/ 21/ 43) 

14 � J  . A . J . L . -  er  * s i m p r e s s i o n s o n 

t h e o p p o s i t i o n g r o u p s 

The J . A . J . L , at t i t ude t owar d t he "oppos i t i on" gr oups i n ' 

t he pr e- evacuat i on per i od was much t he sane as i t  i s t oday: 

one of' wi l l i ngness to cooper at e and uni t e on ooimion al ms but  

a f i r m r ef usal  t o count enance met hods and t act i cs not  appr oved 

by t he J  �A .G. L . l eader shi p. Japanese Relocation Papers 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ A Bancroft Library 

Per sonal i t y conf l i c t s , st emmi ng f r om bus i ness and soc i al  

r i v al r i es , no doubt  pl ayed an i mpor t ant  r o l e i n i nspi r i ng t hese 

"oppos i t i on" gr oups (such as was t he case of  Fr ed Tayama i n 

Los Angel es ) . I t  i s al so t r ue t hat  t he aver age J .A .C.L . - er , 

conf i dent  i n t he st r engt h of  h i s or gani zat i on, l ooked upon most  

of  t hese "oppos i t i on" gr oups as upst ar t s seeki ng a pl ace i n t he 

sun al r eady occupi ed by t he J apanese Amer i can Ci t i zens League. 

Thi s at t i t ude br ought  c r i t i c i sm, deser ved or  not , upon t he J . .̂ C . L . 

name t i me and agai n by or gani zat i ons l ook i ng f or  c i t i zen l eader -

shi p i n pr e- evacuat i on mont hs. 

For  i nst ance, one of  t he l ar gest  gr oups, f r om st andpoi nt  of  

pai d- up, ac t i ve member shi p, i n Los Angel es was t he Ret ai l  Pr oduce 

Wor ker s (F r ui t  & Veget abl e Wor ker s) Uni on, Local  No. 1510, af f i l i -

at e of  t he Amer i can Feder at i on o f  Labor . I n J ai uar y , 194£2, i t  

had a member shi p of  appr oxi mat el y 1,000 f r ui t  st and empl oyees; 

i t s secr et ar y- t r easur er  and gui di ng head, Bob Sat o, i n t hat  mont hs 

t ol d me: "We'r e i n f avor  of  a new or gani zat i on t© t ake t he pl ace 

of  t he J #A.C«L . We don'T t r us t  the. J . A . O. L . cabi net . My boys aire 

dead set  agai nst  any of  our  money bei ng spent  wi t h t he J . A . G. L . We 

want  a bi gger  and more r el i abl e Ni sei  l eader s hi p." 

Thi s sent i ment , i n t hose pr e- evacuat i on mont hs i n Los Angel es , 
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was echoed, t hough mor e mi l dl y , by t he Cal i f or ni a Young Buddhi st s 

League, a st at ewi de body o f  sever al  t housand (c i t i zens o f  t he Budchi st  

f ai t h , whose pr es i dent , Car l  Sat o  ̂ o f  Los Ange l es , - «* accept ed 

o f f i c e i n t he Uni t ed Ci t i zens F eder at i on, whi ah devel oped i nt o an 

ant i - J .A .C.L . body up t o t he t i me of  evacuat i on. ^ T J l ^ T  ̂

Whi l e l at ent  oppos i t i on t o t he J . A . C . L . , gr owi ng out  of  per son-  1 

al i t y conf l i c t s and r i v al r i es , cont r i but ed t o t he gr owt h of  ant i -

J . A . C . L . f eel i ng, t he hei ght  o f  ant i - J .A .C.L . f eel i ng appear s t o have 

been r eached sever al  weeks bef or e Gener al  J ohn De Wi t t , commandi ng 

o f f i cer  of  t he West er n Def ense Command, i ssued t he f i r s t  exc l us i on 

or der  on Mar ch 2. Thi s was i n mi d- Febr uar y. The J . A . C . L . , i n c l oser  

cont act  wi t h r api dl y devel opi n d̂ec i s i ons i n o f f i c i a l  quar t er s , t hr ough 

J anuar y and Febr uar y had st out l y opposed any mass evacuat i on, t hen 

bei ng pr oposed i n t he pr ess , on t he r adi o (par t i cul ar l y by such comm-

ent at or s as J ohn B. Hughes ), and by Cal i f or ni a ¿ f f i c i al dom (not abl y 

L syor  F l et cher  Bowr dn of  Los Angel es , Gover nor  Cul ber t  Ol s on) . By 

mi d- Febr uar y, however , t he J . A . C . L . l eader shi p suddenl y appear s t o 

have r es i gned i t s el f  t o t he i nev i t abl e�conv i nced t hat  not hi ng t he 

J . A . C . L . or  t he combi ned r esour ces of  t he J apanese popul at i on coul d 

do woul d st em t he t i de of  publ i c opi ni on demandi ng mass evacuat i on. 

The J apanese Amer i ca? Ci t i zens League i n Febr uar y of  1942 came 

o u openl y, publ i c l y , and uncompr omi si ngl y i n f avor  of  "cooper at i ng 

wi t h t he Army and our  Pr es i dent . L et  is evacuat  ̂ en masse out s i de t he 

desi gnat ed combat  zone. We ar e at  war , t hi s i s no t i me f  o r Xu i bb l i ng .« 

Thi s message was br ought  t o tos Angel es by t he Nat i onal  Secr e-

t ar y of  t he J . A . C . L . (k i ke Mas a oka) and del i ver ed conv i nc i ngl y be-

f or e a mass meet i ng of  t he Uni t ed Ci t i zens Feder at i on at  the. Mar yknol l  

Cat hol i c audi t or i um. The const er nat i on and conf usi on t hat  f ol l owed 

ev i dent l y onl y a pr el ude t o t he wi de s p l i t  bet ween t he J . A . C . L 
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and t he her et of or e scat t er ed "oppos i t i on" gr oups whi ch suddenl y 

f ound t hemsel ves uni t ed i n t hei r  denunci at i on of  what  t hey termed 

"weak- kneed J . A . C . L . l eader shi p." The r ef er ence was made t o what  

was t hen commonl y supposed t he f ai l ur e of  t he J .A .C. L . to st and f i r m 

i n i t s opposi t i on to mass evacuat i on of  c i t i zens as wel l  as al i ens . 

I t  shoul d be not ed her e t hat  t he J . A .G. L . l eader shi p, on t he ot her  

hand, had r eac.hed i t s dec i s i on out  of  an unshakeabl e convi ct i on t hat  

mass evacuat i on was i nev i t abl e and t hat  t he onl y sal vat i on f or  t he 

Ni sei  l ay i n "sac r i f i c e t empor ar i l y of  our  r i ght s and pr i v i l eges i n 

J apanese RelocM'on Papers 

or der  t hat  we may shar e i n t he l ar ger  v i c t or y ahead." Bancroft  ubrary 

I n Los Angel es , one of  t he l ar ger  vest ed i nt er est s among J apanese 
was 

bus i ness .men r at e* cent er ed i n t he downt own whol esal e mar ket  t er mi nal s. 

(Sevent h, L i ght h and Ni nt h St r eet  I  ar ket s ). Ant i - J .A.C.L . sent i ment  

was par t i cul ar l y st r ong i n t hese quar t er s . Bot h t he I s s ei  empl oyer  

c l ass , wi t h r,n est i mat ed e yr r egat e of  over  e i l l i on dol l ar s 
Ni sei  

hol di ngs i n one of  t he t hr ee mar ket s al one, and t he '̂empl oyee c l ass , 

r epr esent ed by what  was known as t he J uni or  Pr oduce Cl ub (whose ex-

ecut i ve secr et ar y San i i i nami  accept ed t r easur er shi p of  t he ant i - J .A.G.L . 

Uni t ed Ci t i zens Feder at i on) wer e out  spoken i n t hei r  c r i t i c i sm of  t he 

J . A . G. L . st and. For  some t i me t her e was di sbel i ef  t hat  t ot al , mass 

evacuat i on woul d t ake pl ace, i .any of  t he Commi ssi on Mer chant s i n t he 

mar ket s, f or  i nst ance, oper at ed t hei r  busi nesses t hr ough l oans to f ar -

mer s i n t he agr i cul t ur al  di s t r i c t s of  Ncr t her , Cent r al  ai d Sout her n 

Gal i f or ni a. These l oans 7/ere r epai d at  t he end of  t he season. The 

J . A .C . L . st and on evacuat i on, cut t i ng o f f , i n t hei r  est i mat i on, al most  

any hone of  cont i nued oppos i t i on�and t her ef or e hope- - f or  pr event i ng 

evacuat i on, meant  i n al most  ever y case, f i nanc i al  l oss . 

I n Sout her n Gal i f or ni a, ant i - J .A.G.L . sent i ment  was pr obabl y 

more i nt ense among t he mar ket  busi ness i nt er est  es t han anywher e el se; i n 
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t hi s connect i on, i t  shoul d be not ed t hat  t he ent i r e (Near l y al l ) 

mar ket  popul at i on, empl oyer  and empl oyee gr oups, evacuat ed t o t he 
i  

Lanzanar  r el ocat i on cent er . A t al l y of  t he bl ock manager s i n Nov-

ember  showed t hat  ex- mar ket  i nt er es t s compr i sed t he l ar ges t  s i ngl e 

cl  a s s i f  i  ca t  i on. ^ T ^ T u u  ̂

T li  e a t  t  i  t  u d e of  J . A . C . L . nat i onal  l eader shi p 

t owar d t he gr owi ng an t i - J .A. C.L . sent i ment  appear s t o have been, one 

of  pat i ence and "we- can- t ake t he c r i t i c i sm, but  t i me wi l l  j ust -

i f y our  s t and." Ref us i ng t o t ake t he def ens i ve at t i t ude of  havi ng 

t o expl ai n i t s el f , t he J . A . G. L . appear s t o have concent r at ed i t s 
ener gi es t owar d r el ocat i on of  t he evacuee popul at i on, 

v 

� ~ To t he c r i t i c s who denounced and t or pedoed t he J . i wC.L . 

pos i t i on f avor i n : evacuat i on, t he Ci t i zens League at t i t ude appear s 

to have been: "We know ever yone i s t ak i ng a l os s , f i nanc i al l y , and 

ot her wi se; yet  t he i nt er es t s who cfoamor  t he most  now, who scr ean end 

c r i t i c i ze us t he most , ar e t he ver y sel f same s el f i s h i nt er es t s who 

u p to today have never  r ai sed a peep about  c i v i c af f ai r s or  any af f ai r s 

o ut s i de t hei r  own moneygr ubbi ng; we say t hi s not  i n a sense of  cr i t i -

ci sm. Y,re onl y want  t he J apanese popul at i on, at  l east  t hat  par t  of  i t  

whi ch i s t r ul y l oyal  to Amer i ca, t o awaken t o t he l ar ger  pr obl ems 

o f  a nat i on at  war  ; we wi l l  be cal l ed upon t o s ac r i f i c e, yes . We 

have sur r ender ed t hat  we may par t i c i pat e i n t he l ar ger  v i c t or y ahead." 

That  such st at ement s wer e a l i t t l e above t he aver age 

t hi nki ng of  t he Ni sei  soon became appar ent . Re The ar t i cul at e 

oppos i t i on gr oups shaved l i t t l e evi dence t hey under st ood- - or  want ed 

to under st and. 

HOt.T ef f ec t i ve such oppos i t i on gr oups have been and con-

t i nue t o be, can pr obabl y bes t  be gauged by the r ecor d of  what  has 

l r eady happened s i nce evacuat i on, bot h i n and out s i de t he r el ocat i on 
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cent er s . Ther e i s an under cur r ent  ant i - J .A.C.L . f eel i ng, 

var y i n- 5'onl y i n i nt ens i t y , i n al l  t he War  Rel ocat i on Cent er s 

t hr oughout  the Uni t ed St at es . J apaTJ o1t "aper 3 

O u t s i d e t he i nt er nment  cent er s (Not e: i f  t he 
wor d 1i nt er nment ' i s act ual l y as wel l  as t echni cal l y i ncor r ect , 
pl ease cor r ect  me; I  s l i p occas i onal l y t hough my i nt ent i on i s 
to wr i t e 'r el ocat i on*�TT) 

t her e i s al so ant i - J .A.C.L . sent i ment . For  i nst ance, t he bi -

l anguage J apanese newspaper , "Rocky Ni ppon", publ i shed i n 

j enver , Col or ado, appe ar s t o be ai  t i - J .A.C.L . i n i t s po l i c i es . 

I n i t s Monday, J a&uar y 4, 1943, edi t i on, i t  car r i ed, i n i t s 

J apanese sect i on, OIL account  of  t he Manzanar  r i o t i ng. (Copy 

i s at t ached t o t hi s addenda,; i t  speaks f or  i t s el f �5T ) . I n 

t he Engl i sh Sect i on, t her e i s a l engt hy col umn i n l et t er  f or m by 

a J i mmi e Omur a, r ev i v i ng t he c r i t i c i sm agai nst  t he J . A . C . L . f or  

i t s st and on evacuat i on. (t t  al so i s at t ached.) 
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T a n a k a 2/ 1/ 43 

From t he ENGI I SH SECTI ON of  t he "Rocky Ni ppon", publ i shed at  
Denver , Col or dao, i n bot h Engl i sh & J apanese 
Vol ume X, Number  1 Monday, J anuar y 4, 1945 
Page 1, col umns 1- 2 

J apanese Relocation Pepers 

"P i ng e o n - H o l e M u s i n g s " Bancrof* ubrarv 
By J i rnmie Omura 

"Dear  F r i end: 

"I t  i s not  of t en t hat  I  can f i nd t he oppor t uni t y of  wr i t i ng 

t o you i n t hese conf used days , and i t  i s onl y by a sacr ai f i ce of  

val uabl e t i me t hat  I  t ake t he occasi on to acquai nt  you wi t h t he 

event s t hat  have t ouched my l i f e , and l ef t  t hei r  i ndel i bl e i mpres-

si ons . 

"You may j us t l y wonder  why, af t er  t hese monci i s of  s i l ence, 

I  have br oken t he spel l . Per haps I  hear  t he skel et on of  1942 

r at t l i ng i n t he c l oset , and as t hi s gr eat  ever t̂ ful  year  f ades i nt o 

hi s t or y , be i mpel l ed t o r emi ni sce on t he gr eat  and t r i v i al  event s 

t hat  have occur r ed and made our  l i ves a l i v i ng shambl e. 

"How many of  us t hought  bef or e t hat  bl oody Sunday, Decem-

ber  7, 1941, t hat  t he t er r i bl eness of  war  woul d ent er  our  ver y 
i t s 

homes and t ouch us wi t h/macabr e wand? Sur el y , f ew of  us di d. How 

chagr i ned we wer e and i i i di gnant , yes, at  news of  t he t r eacher ous 

at t ack on our  mi l i t ar y out post  at  Pear l  Har bpr ? 

"The di e had been cast . Y/ave of  publ i c i ndi gnat i on, 

whi pped up by pr essur e gr oups, dr ew us i nt o i t s web and engul f ed 

us , ana we f el t  our sel ves hopel ess , t hough by t he i nvi ol abl e doct r i nes 

of  our  own bel oved f eder al  Const i t ut i on, we wer e c i t i zens and ent i t l ed 

to t he same pr ot ect i on and consi der at i on best owed u ion f el l ow ci t i -

zens of  ot her  der i vat i ons . 

" I  can remembsr  v i v i dl y t hat  day i n l at e Lar ch t hat  we wer e 



f or ced to f l ee f r om San F r anc i sco. I t  was 11 a.m. on t he 29t h, 

whi onl y 13 hour s away f r om t he mi l i t ar y deadl i ne f or  vol unt ar y 

evacuat i on. The day and ni ght  bef or e we had spent  i n fever i sfc 

packi ng f or  t he j our ney ahead of  us . The sun was out  br ,i ght l y 

and t he Sabbat h qui et  pr evai l ed. Except  f or  t he anxi et y whi ch 

hast ened us , and t he mot i ve behi nd our  depar t ur e, one woul d not  

have t hought  t hat  war  had al r eady t ouched our  l i ves . J«pan«* Relocation paperS 
Bancroft Library 

"To me�as I  f aced t he l ong j our ney to my new home i n 

Denver - - t he f r ui t l essness of  our  ef f or t s i n t he c r i t i c al  days of  

t he Gr eat  Evacuat i on caused a f or ebodi ng sadness. The memory of  

h 0/7 I  had appear ed i n wor ki ng at t i r e bef or e t he august  body of  

t he Tol an Congr essi onal  I nvest i gat i ng Commi t t ee t o t es t i f y cr ossed 

my t hought s. I  was t he onl y per son f r om t he J apanese communi t i es 

to st and f i r m and st eadf ast  agai nst  t he ar bi t r ar y r emoval  i nl and 

o f  t he 75,000 ni s ei . I  f el t  al one t hen, as I  di d dur i ng al l  t hose 

c r i t i cal  days, whi l e I  was wagi ng t he bat t l e f or  t he pr eser vat i on 

of  const i t ut i onal  l i ber t i es of  t he Amer i can: bor n. 

" I f  ever  you have an oppor t uni t y to r ead t he Tol an Com-

mi t t ee's San F r anc i sco hear i ngs , you wi l l  f i nd my t est i mony be-

gi nni ng on page 11229. But  I  woul d l i k e t o di r ect  your  at t en-

t i on to t hi s par t i cul ar  sent ence: � I  am st r ongl y opposed t o t he 

mass evacuat i on of  Amer i can- bor n J apanese.' Those i nc i s i ve wor ds 

have been i ncor por at ed i n t he Tol an r epor t s , and to t hi s ver y dey 

I  f i r ml y bel i eve t hat  t he whol e i dea of  t he evacuat i on was en-

t i r el y wr ong. . . t hat  a t r avest y on j ust i ce has been commi t t ed. 

"Fur t her  al ong i n t he Tol an r epor t , you wi l l  f i nd t hi s 

passage: '¿ r e we t o be condemned mer el y on t he basi s of  our  r ac i al  

or i gi n? I s c i t i zenshi p such a l i ght  and t r ansi ent  t hi ng t hat  t hat  

whi ch i s our  i nal i enabl e r i ght  i n nor mal  t i mes can be t o n f r om us 



i n t i mes of  war ? We i n Amer i ca ar e i nt ensel y pr oud o f 'our  i ndi -

v i dual  r i ght s and wi l l i ng, I  am sur e, t o def end t hose r i ght swi t h 

our  ver y l i ves . I  vent ur e to say t hat  t he gr eat  maj or i t y of  Ni sei  

Amer i cans, t oo, wi l l  do t he same agai nst  any aggr essor  nat i on� 

t hough t hat  nat i on be J apan. Ci t i zenshi p t o us i s no smal l  her i -

t age; i t  i s a ver y pr eci ous and j eal ous r i ght  J  , J apanese Relocation Papers 

Bancroft Library 

"Ther e wer e many peopl e among my own soci et y who f el t  

t hat  I  was r ash t o empl oy such st r ong l anguage. They f el t  t hat  I  

was bei ng t oo c r i t i c al  o f  t he ar my. That  n i $i t , pr ecedi ng t he 

est abl i shment  of  mi l i t ar y ar eas on t he west  coast , t he Sagi t al  

Wr i t er s Mobi l i zat i on of  Amer i ca wer e assembl ed i n t he st udi o of  

I samu Noguchi , and t her e agai n I  was chal l enged, on my st r ong use 

of  wor ds. Too c r i t i cal  of  t he army? Ther e i s no or gani zat i on 

or  i ndi v i dual  who coul d not  st and some c r i t i c i sm. 

"But  my exhor t at i ons f el l  on empty ear s . The nat i onal  

o f f i c e of  t he J .- a.C.L . hel d a mock communi t y meet i ng, Th© Bay 

Regi on Counci l  of  Uni t y , a vai n i dea t hat  I  sponsor ed, became a 

mer e t ool  of  t he J . A . C . L . The Coor di nat i ng Commi t t ee of  t he San 

F r anci sco J apanese Y .M.C.A. was har dl y more ef f ec t i ve. I  wat ched 

var i ous or gani zat i ons t hat  had or i gi nal l y been cr i t i cal , of ' t he 

nat i onal  J . A . C . L . pol i cy j umpi ng on t he bandwagon, and I  f el t  de-

f eat ed. 

"You have per haps wonder ed why I  have been so st r ongl y 

opposed to t he J . A . C . L . I  am convi nced t hat  t he Nat i onal  o f f i cer s 

l e t  t he ni s ei  dov/n. They wer e t oo eager  t o 'y es ' - the ar my. They 

di d not  f i ght  f or  t he r i ght s of  t he U.S.- bor n. I nst ead of  l ooki ng 

at  t he evacuat i on 4 f r om a br oader  st andpoi nt , t he J . A . C . L . l eader s 
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at t empt ed t o pr of i t  on t he di s t r ess of  U.S. J apanese as i ndi -

v i dual s and as an or gani zat i on. I t  was f i r s t  J . A . C . L . , and 

second t he cause. I f  you doubt  me, st udy t he «RHePM-  i nnumer abl e, 

f acet s of  t he evacuat i on. I  have a whol e vol ume cf  i t  f or  your  

u s e . J aparv»e ReJ oc ôrt Pspers 
Bancroft Library 

"I  t hought  of  t hese t hi ngs as I  j our neyed down t he 

Cent r al  Val l ey r out e t o Baker s f i el d, on over  t he Tehacahpi  

pass, t hrough t he deser t  wast es of  t he Ll oj ave, and acr oss t he 

bar r en pl ai ns of  nor t her n Ar i zona and New Mexi co. Bi t t er , 

i ndeed, wer e my t hought s. 

i TBut  gr eat er  di sappoi nt ment s wer e yet  t o come. We 

wer e not  wel coked when .we ar r i ved i n Denver . Col or ado J apanese 

di d not  want  us . They wer e concer ned wi t h t he saf et y of  t hei r  

own l i t t l e hi des , and r esent ed our  comi ng. 

"Those who pr eceded me t her e, wher e I  was among t he 

l as t  ar r i val s t her e, t ol d t al es of  evacuees st andi ng i n l ong 

l i nes i n t he col d of  Mar ch weat her , uncer t ai n as to what  t o do 

and wher e t p go. Smal l  chi l dr en t ugged at  mot her s' coat s, cr yi ng 

t hei r  hunger . The Col or ado J apan ese, I  am t ol d, r emai ned i ndi f f -

er ent  i n t he f ace of  t h i s .p i t i f u l  s i ght . I  have hear d t hi s st or y 

r ecount ed many t i mes, not  al one by my own r ac i al  peopl e, but  by 

the Angl o- Am ei i  cans I  have si nce come t o know. Cer t ai nl y , so 

many di f f er ent  peopl e woul d have no obj ect  i n l y i ng. 

"Today t he t ask whi ch we assumed- - the cont i nued r epr esen-

t at i on of  the r i ght s of  t he Uni t ed St at es J apanese and t hei r  r el o-

cat i on i n gai nf ul  and f r ui t f ul  empl oyment - - i s a her cul ean pr obl em; 

and t hough I  am not  i n any af f l uent  f i nanc i al  condi t i on, I  am com-

mi t t ed t o t hi s wor k. Per haps, t he I vacuee Pl acement  Bur eau wi l l  
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dr ai n me o f  ever y r ed cent  I  possess; but  unt i l  t hat  l as t  cent  i s 

spent , t hi s WOTk wi l l  be car r i ed on, and even af t er war ds . 

" I  have per haps bor ed you wi t h t hi s l ong l et t er , but  I  

t hought  t hat  you shoul d know somet hi ng o f  t he pr obl ems whi ch we Am-

er i c ans , t hough r ac i al l y J apaese, ar e under goi ng and how some of  

us f eel  t oday. We onl y pr ay and hope t hat  some day, and may t hat  

day be soon- -  ou peopl e of  Angl o- Amer i can s t r ai n wi l l  bel i eve i n 

us and accor d us t he r i ght f ul  cons i der at i on whi ch i s our  due." 

Yer y s i ncer el y your  s 
» 

J-

i M i 

T T 
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QUESTI ONS: Gr odzi ns l et t er  1/ 21/ 43 

(Cont i nued) 11. Page 14 

Fol l owi ng i s the; R&maj i  t r ansl at i on of  t he 
J apanese sect i on ar t i c l e appear i ng i n t he "Rocky 
Ni ppo", publ i shed i n Denver , Col or ado, i ssue of  
Honday, J anuar y 4, 1943, J apanese sect i on, £age 
4, col umn 4: (The Engl i sh t r ahsl at i on f ol l ows 
i mmedi a t el y } J apan«» Relocation Papers 

Bancroft Library 

This ce J ps s ffiu'dt/h a oe// êareth' ît. 
To sent a no boodoo j i ken wa makot o ni  kanshi n 

no i t ar i desu ga shi mbun ya r adi o ni t e ayamar i  t ut ayer ar et e 

i masukar a sani  shi nsoo yp oshi r ase i t ashi masu. Ima t osent a wa 
£ 

kai genr ei ka ni  ar i mashi t e subet eno t egami  no hat .uj u denshi n den-
<7 

1/J 

wa homonsha v;a genki n sar et e i masu kar a ima kono t egami no kai -

temo i f u t okan deki r uka wak8r i masen, J i kenno okor i wa nagai  

ai da mayekar a Raf  ushim<J >nkyokai  Kai ch© Fr ed Tayama Hi gashi  

Ki yoshi  Dai  i c h i j i  t ai sen ni  sar j a ŝhi t e shi mi nken shoyu no 

Ni shi mur a Sl ocum Raf u Shi mpo ei bunki sha Tanaka Togo sonot e 

mada t akusan ar i masuga kono yoni n wa i nuno at amakabu tosi t i  t e 

nagai  ai da chumokuno mat ot o nat t e i t amonodesuga. Sar u i ûka 

no ban j uni h bakar i  Tayamano apaat o ye oshi kaket e sai kunno 

r usuni  sanzan nagur i t uket e hi k i agemashi t a. Kei sa û dewa sono 

banno uchi  ni  j uni sani n no mono kengi sha t oshi t e kenk /̂o shi -

mashi t a ga mi na ki t aku q yur usar et e t ada hi t òr i  ueno t o i yuu 

ot oko wo yokur i yu shi t anode kono Ueno t o i yuu ot okowa hi j i hoo 

no kokoi j i kan de goshochi no tohor i (i £atoY,ra hi t or mgye i shuukanni  

hachi  ounsu hai kyu sar ubeki mono wo bi yoi nni  i r i yot oka shoni -uJO i n ni  okur ut oka sl i oyusei zosho ye okur ut oko r i yu ĵ ûket e hi  t or i  

maye hi chi  ounsu shi ka hai kyu shi nakat a node. 

Sor e wo zenki  ueno oyobi  t ano i chi ni no mono ga 

haki ni nt o nar i t e shohomen wo chosa shi . To sent a no mesu hor u 
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no hedo#no Wi nchest er  nar umonot o sent ano f ukushaoho Campbel l  

mr ur f l f ° kgr obo î i t e sat o t osei  i r ai  t o Lanzanar  Ni pponj i n i ohi  

manni n no at amakazu kar a hi t or i  at ar i  i ohi  ounsu zut su no safco 

wo yonyoshi t ei t a j i j i û ot ashi k̂amet e i ppo FBI  ni  kai ken 

% moshi kondar i  f ukushaoho to hi zazume i ^f c i o kekka i mamadeno 

i ohi  ounsu no sat o wa sokoni  hokanshi t e ar ut o i yu shomei sho 

WO totte hikiagetanode J apanese Relocation Papers 

Bancroft Library 

Sor e i r ai  ueno wa t okyokukar a ni r amar et e i t amono 

r ashi ku, konot abi no j i kenga okor uya dai  i ohi bani  kenkya sar et e 

sonomama yokur i yu sar et amono desu. 

AKet e mui ka zai r yumi n yor i  r okuni r  ̂ koshoi nno 

dashi t e ueno no sokuj i  shakuho wo dampan sur ukot oni  shi mashi t a. 

L oshom ga dy dmi  sur u ai da shi gosenno g u n s h g a oshi kaker u 

i ppo t okyoku kaj r a sei gan shi t a mono to mi yet e gunt a*, wa ki kanj u 

wo t azusayet e kei kai  sur ut o i yu mono monoshi  kookei  deshi t a ga 

sor e wa hi r u no kot o demo ar i  gunshj ta» mo j i chéyo shi t e i t ano 

wo nani mo t sur abur u wa okoranakataf r o desu. 

Kosho no kekka wa (ueno wa sono t oki  sudeni  koko-
Shi  

y o n k̂ u s u mai m  ̂ sar u I ndependence to i yuu ma ohi  no goku ye 

ut susar et e i mashi t a.) Gogo sanj i madeni  Ueno ̂  to sent a ni  t sur e-

Bio do su t o i vuu yakusokude hi k i age mashi t a. Tsuremodósh. i t a i j i y Ô 

t oozen shakuhoosar er umono to omot te or i mashi t a ga sonna vosu 

wa sar ani  naku gogo r okuj i  sar ani  dai  ni kai  me no koshoni  a âm'at ta 

gunshu wa hanbun wa Tayamano bi yoi nno hojye hanbun wa koshoi i nni  

shi t a gat t e kei sat su ye oshi kaket a. Bi yoi n ye osMkaket a gunshu 
l ö̂ » 

wa i ayama  ̂ dase t o kuohi  guohi  ni  sakebi  mash i t aga sono uohi  

i ohi mai  no kangof u ga ar awar et e Tayama wa t ai i n shi t e ki t akushi t a 

mune wo t sugemashi t a. Sor e yuke t o gunshu wa Tayamano apaat g) 



Manzaxar  (52) Addenda 

ye oshi kakemashi t a ga apaat o ni wa dar emo or azu nakaye hai i t e 

. , , . (ol i  keai er ) 
mi r eba r i ppana k i gu m i r et e o i r u h i i t a wo f ut at su mademo suyet e 

ket e makot oni  zei t akuna sumai  de at t a sodesu. Kamgof u ni  i ppai  

kuwasar et a gunshu wa t adaohi ni  bi yo i n ye hi k i kayeshi t a ga sono 

K 1 w a s T mo °uso ser u hei shi  ni  yot t e t or i kakomar et a 

anbur ansu (ambul anoe) ye i mashi mo b u r a n k e t t o n i ^« WÌ A I '  ̂

ni ngen wo t anka n i  noset e kat sugi komu t okor ode at t a. Gunshu 

wa r  zama t oi r o Tayama* 'oboyet e or e Tayarna nado t o t ada nonoshi r u 

nomi de. Yagat t e anbur ansu wa yami no nakaye k i yet e shi mat t a. 

Tsugi wa Sl dcum ye oshi kakeyo t o dot t o oshi kakemashi t a 

ga kokomo t ok i sudeni  osoku, kar e no apaat o wa buso ser u gunt ai  

ni  yot t e t or i makar e chi kayor u kot omo dek i zu sono uohi  i ohi dai no 

mi shi n ga kur uya i naya hei shi  t o t omoni  sor enm t obi «j not e kor emo 

yami no nakaye t e shi mat t a. J a T̂J oiTubraVapers 

I yo i yo gekko shi t a gunshu wa t nugi  .t sugi ni  Hi gashi  

Tanaka kaku apaat o ye oshi kakemashi t a ga mi na kazewo kur at t e 

ni get a at odeshi f ct a. 

I ppo kei sat su ye mukkat t a gunshu wa so.no t ok i sudeni  

k ei s at s u wo t or i kakonda busoser u hei s hi  t o ni r ami ai  no sugat a 

ni  r ar i mashi t a. Eonot oki  gunshu wa ot onashi ku sf i i nshi t eki  no 

t ai do t ot t eor eba k ei s hi t e konot abi » f usho j i  wa okor anafct t a 
t  

nomi  nar azu. I yur i  ni  kai ket su sar et akamo shl r emasen. Kanashi kana 

gunshu wa mut osei  oe museki ni n de muchi  de kuwaf ur uni  t oki  ga 

yor udesu. Yaj i no naka karfì  hei shi  ni  mukat t e t oseki  sur u mono 

ga ar awar et e hei ,shi no sai dono c i ^k o k u mo k i kazu naho t oseki  
S4J  riLLdaa-

seshi  t ame ^ M l i n wo nage t suker ar et e odor oi t e ni ger u t okor o 
A 

wo at okar a happo sar et e i chi mei  no sokushi sha t o kumei  no j ukei sh©-

sha to « .̂ ¿ r  dashi mashi t a. J i ken wa.t adaohi ni  gunno t e ni  ut sur i  
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Bancroft Library 

gunshu wa boj j i to t o i yuu omei  wo k i ser ar e r  okurnei  no koshoi i n 

wa boot o shi dosha t o shi t e k i t aku wo yur usaBezu sonomama kensoku 

sent a wa sokuj i  kai genr ei ka ni  at t e súbet e no shukai  wa k i nshi  

sar e shi ns§  ̂ no hat suj u homonsha k i nshi  koshoi n wo okur i dasu 

t oki ni wa moshi  kono koshoga f usei koni  owat t a t oki ni wa sent a ni  

oker u súbet e no k i kane wa sut or ai k i  wo kekko sur ut o i yuu ¿ âkusoku 

ni  nat t e i mashi t a ga i za j i kko t o nar ut o hant ai sha ga ar awar et e 

kuwazuni  or enai t o ka kodomowa dosur ut oka hakuf i yakuna r i yu wo 

t suket e hant ai  surumonc î a kaehi  WD shi met e kekkyoku t año k i kan wa 

sut or ai k i  wo shi t e or i masu ga shokudo dake wa ai t e or i masu. Fu-

mareterno t at akar et emo kut t e saye or eba gaman sur ut o i yuu r enohuga 

o i i nodesu. Nasake nai  t ot odesu. Koshoi i n ni  t af í shi t ewa k í yusei shu 

no yoni  t at emat su t e ok i nagar a kayet e konai  t o ker or i t o wasur et a 

yona kaimo wo shi t e i masu. 

Gi sei sha no i zoku ni  t ai s hi t e doj o no yasuur i  wo shi t e 

yagat t e wa kayer u no kaho ni  mi zu Y/O kaket a yona shasha to shi t a 

kaho shi t e kur af u kot o bakar i  shuoh  ̂ shi t e i masu. 

J ushoshano uohi  i ohi mai  shi kyo k aj i t s ur ai  i nu oyobi  

kar er ano kazoku wo zokusoku shokanshi t e sent ano j uufci nt o kakur i  

shi t e i masu sono kazu shi chi  hachi j uumei . Tokyoku wa hogonot ame 

t o moshi t e i masu Okagede war ewar e wa ar emo i nu de at t aka kor emo 

i nu de at t akat o at ar ashi ku shi r ukot o ga deki masu. 

Sent a t okyoku f ukushaeho Campbel l  J i imen WD happyo. . 

Washi ngt on yor i  W.R .A . f ukushocho shuoho sent a no 
IA 0 

koshoi i n t o kai ken j i ker )̂ shi nso ni t suk i  shi mbun oyobi  r adi or ni t e 

ayamar i  t sut ayer sr et ar u Pear l  Har bor  i shuuki  ni  banzai  wo sakebi t su 

t o boodo wo okoshi t a t o i yuu j i j i t s u mukon wo shuf u yor i  r adi o wo 

t s uj i t e zenkokuni  hososur ukot o wo yakusoku Spai n r i y o j i  shuoho 
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j i keno shi nso wo 

V̂A .̂ CUJ L -  her* ¿ / i ^ c  ̂

TEE TRANSLATI ON FOLLOWS: 

Thi s Cent er 's (Lanzanar  i s ment i oned i n t he 

headl i ne onl y) r i o t  i nc i dent  was var y unf or t unat e as t he 

newspaper s and r adi o i ssued di s t or t ed ver s i ons . I n t he 

f o l l owi ng t he t r ut h wi l l  be r eveal ed. At  t he pr esent  t i me 

t hi s Cent er  i s under  mar t i al  l aw  ̂and al l  cor r espondence es 

wel l  as t he sendi ng and r ecei v i ng of  t el egr ams and t el ephone 

cal l s and v i s i t o r s ar e pr ohi bi t ed. Because of  t hi s , at  t he 

pr esent , even t hough t hi s l et t er  i s wr i t t en , i t  cannot  be 

known when i t  wi l l  be r ecei ved. 

The begi nni ng of  t he i nc i dent  can be t r aced back 

a l ong t  im e�av.immm v:: r mI t h e f or mer  pr es i dent  of  t he L os Angel es 

J . A . C . L . F r ed Tayarna and al so Ki yoshi  Hi gashi ? a vet er an of  t he 

F i r s t  Wor l d War  who acqui r ed h i s c i t i zens hi p Ni shi mur a Sl ocum; 

Raf u Ohi mpo Engl i sh newspaper man Togo Tanaka, and i n addi t i on 

many ot her s , but  t hese f our  wer e t he mai n l eader s o f  t he ' i nu ' 

(s t ooge, spy, s t ool pi geons ar e t he near est  Engl i s h equi val ent s ) . 

For  a l ong t i me t hese four  wer e t he cent r al  t ar get s i n t hi s 

Cent er . On t he ni ght  of  t he 5t h (December ) , about  t en men 

br oke i nt o t he apar t ment  of  Tayama dur i ng t he absence of  h i s 

wi f e, and wi t hout  pu l l i n j  punches, beat  hi m, t hen wi t hdr ew. 

That  ni ght  t he pol i ce pi cked up t wel ve or  t hi r t een suspect s 
(Not e: t he wor d f or  'pi cked up' her e i s Tkengi sha t oshi t e kenkyo 
shi ms shi t  a' whi ch i mpl i es t hey we r e f al s el y accused) 

but  al l  of  t hem wer e r el eased to r et ur n home except  one man 

by t he name of  Ueno who was hel d. Thi s man.Ueno was known by 

r eput at i on t o be a man of  ver y f i r m char act er  and uns el f i s h. 

Sugai j shoul d- be r at i oned ei ght  ounces per  per son per  week, but  

us i ng t he hospi t al  needs , t he amount  sent  to t he c hi l dr en's 

Japanese Re î on p 
Bancroft Library 
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Vi l l age, and t he a ;ount  needed f or  t he shoyu manuf act ur i ng 
« 

pl ant  as excuses , t hey di s t r i but ed onl y seven ounces per  
Not e:  ̂

par son. (The s êcuence her e may appear  vague, but  t he t r ans-
l at i on i s l i t er a l ; exact l y who T t heyT i n t he l i ne 
above * They di s t i r but ed onl y seven ounces f  al so i s 
not  c l ear  i n t he cr  i gi nal  J apanese). japans Relocation Papers 

Bancroft Library 

On t hi s sugar  mat t er , t hi s man Ueno and one or  two 

ot her s wer e t he' or i gi nat or s of  an i nves t i gat i on vh i ch was 

£0r ough. The head o f  t h i s Cent er 's mess hal l s , a Wi nchest er , and 

t he ass i s t ant  pr oj ect  di r ec t or  of  t hi s cent er , a Campbel l , i n 

conspi r acy t oget her , af t er  t he sugar  was r at i oned to t he 10,000 

J apanese of  kanzanar  wer e t aki ng out  one ounce per  per son as i de; 

t he t r ut h of  t hi s was conf i r med; i t  was r equest ed on one hand 

t hat  a meet i ng by t he FBI  be hel d and a meet i ng di r ec t l y wi t h 

t he ass i s t ant  di r ec t or ; t he r es ul t  o f  t he meet i ng showed t hat  

t he one ounce of  sugar  t aken out  was bei ng kept  as i de, a docu-

ment  was r ecei ved t o pr ove t hi s ' negot i at or s wi t hdr ew. 
(tie no) 

Af t er  t hi s i nc i dent , i t  seems t hi s man. was bl a ck l i s t ed 

by t he .Admi ni s t r ât i on, and when t hi s i nc i dent  occur r ed, he was 

t he f i r s t  t o be pi cked up and not  r el eased at  a l l . 

On t he next  day,1 t he 6t h, s i x negot i at or s f r om t he 

peopl e wer e el ect ed, t o seek t he i mmedi at e r el ease of  Ueno. 

,'hi l e t he negot i at or s wer e i n meet i ng, f our  or  f i ve t housand 

i n a cr owd (Not e: t he J apanese wor d i s Tgunshuf  whi ch i s 

. di f f er ent  f r om ' bo t o 1�a mob) 

mi l l ed ar ound;t he admi ni s t r at i on seems t o have asked for  

so l di er s car r y i ng machi ne guns ĉame out  t o guar d; 

t hi s was dur i ng t he dayt i me and t he cr owd t r i ed t o keep out  of  

t r oubl e, and no t r oubl e*ar ose at  a l l . 

The r esul t s of  t he negot i at i ons wer e: (Ueno at  t hi s 

t i me had been t aken to a j a i l  i n a pl ace s i x mi l es f r om t hi s 

pl ace- - I ndependence). I  tar  was agr eed t hat  Ueno woul d be r et ur ned 
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Bancroft Library " * 

by 3 p.m. I t  was .bel i eved t hat  he woul d be compl et el y r e-

l eased when he was br ought  back, but  t her e was not hi ng t o t hi s 

at  a l l . At  6 p»m. at  t he second gat her i ng f or  negot i at i ons , 

hal f  of  t he cr owd went  i n t he di r ect i on of  t he hospi t al  wher e 

Tayama was ,whi l e hal f  f ol l owed t he negot i at or s to t he pol i ce 

s t at i on. The crowd t hat  mi l l ed ar ound at  t he hospi t al  shout ed 

l oudl y i n uni son »Tur n over  Tayama'. At  t hi s t i me -  r n, ,C" f  -

nur se appear ed and t ol d them t hat  Tayama had been r el eased and 

had been sent  home. The croY/d r ushed t o Tayama* s apar t ment , but  

at  t he apar t ment  t hey f ound no one t her e. f Wh en t hey went  

n, t hey saw l uxur i ous f ur ni t ur e; even two heat er s wer e i ns t al l ed, 

and i ndeed i t  was ext r avagant  l i v i ng t her e, so t hey say. Fool ed 

by t he nur se, the. cr owd i mmedi at el y t ur ned back agai n f or  

t he hospi t al , but  by t hi s t i me t her e wer e al r eady f ul l y armed 

guar ds sur r oundi ng t he. pl ace; and j us t  t hen an ambul ance 

ar r i ved; someone wr apped i n a bl anket  was bei ng car r i ed on a 

s t r et cher , i t  seems. The crowd shout ed l oudl y, "We' l l  get  you 

Tayama (Zama mi r o Tayama) and "Don't  f or get , Tayama" (Gboyet e 

or e Tayama), al l  t he whi l e r ev i l i ng t hi s per son. Then t he ambu-

l ance di sappear ed i n t he dar k. 

Next  t he cr owd pushed on ¿sai» suddenl y t o t he 

apar t ment  of  Sl ocum but  her e agai n t hey wer e too l at e; hi s apar t -

ment  was sur r ounded by f ul l y armed guar ds, and t hey &i d*n f t  even 

have a chance t o get  near ; t hai  one aut omobi l e appr oached, and 

t he sol di er s and maybe someone el se j umped on, and t hi s too di s-

appear ed i n t he dar k .' 

I n a f r enzi ed exci t ement , t he crowd t hen went  

f r om PI  i  gas hi  t o Tanaka, t o t he next  and next  apar t ment , but  each 
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t i me i w w w » -  t hey ar r i ved af t er  ever yone had di sappear ed 

l i k e t he Wi nd, J apanese Relocation Papers 
Bancroft Library 

On t he ot her  hand, t he cr owd t hat  had gone t owar d t he 

po l i ce s t at i on at  t hi s t i me f dmnd t hat  t he f u l l y armed guar ds 

wer e t her e; i t  became a spect ac l e of  bot h s i des st ar i ng at  each 

ot her . At  t h i s t i me, i f  t he cr owd had t aken a gent l emanl y 

at t i t ude, t h i s unf or t unat e i nc i dent  coul d have been avoi ded. 

Maybe t her e vj oul d even have been an oppor t uni t y f or  a set t l ement . 
# 

(Not e: t hi s passage i mpl i es a poss i bl e r el ease of  Ueno, accor di ng 
t o t he t r ans l at or ) 

I t  i s r egr et t abl e t hat  t he OTO I  at  t hi s t i me was i r r esponsi bl e 

and i gnor ant ; on t op of  t h i s , i t  was ni ght  t i me. Ami dst , t he 

j eer i ng o f  t he so l di er s , some even t hr ew r ocks at  t hem, and 

i t  appear s t hat  f r om t he sol di er s* si de t her e wer e war ni ngs; t hey 

di dn ' t  l i s t en, and i n addi t i on t hey t hr ew mor e .st ones; because 

o f  t h i s , t ear  gas was t hr own. As t he cr owd was f r i ght ened and 

began r unni ng, shot s wer e f i r ed. One di ed and ni ne wer e i nj ur ed, 

some ser i ous l y , some l i ght l y . The i nc i dent  was i ns t ant l y i n 

army hands, arid t he cr owd was gi ven t he bad name of  mob. The 

s i x negot i at or s wer e cal l ed mob l eader s , and i nst ead of  bei ng 

r el eased, f cMt t » t hey wer e t her eupon ar r es t ed. The 0 Cent er  

was i mmedi at el y pl aced under  mar t i al  l aw, and al l  gat her i ngs: 

wer e pr ohi bi t ed; i t  was announced t hat  v i s i t o r s wer e al so pr ohi -

bi t ed. At  t he t i me t he negot i at or s wer e sent  out , i t  was agr eed 

t hat  i n t he event  t he negot i at i ons wer e unsuccess f ul , t he whol e 

wor ki ng syst em of  t he Cent er  woul d go under  a s t r i ke. But  when 

i t  came t o car r y i ng t hi s o u % oppos i t i on appear ed. 7/e c an' t  l i ve 

wi t hout  eat i ng, or  what  shoul d we do about  t he chi l dr en and 

such ot her  poor  excuses wer e of f er ed by t hose opposi ng t he st r i ke 

and t hese oppos i t i oni s t s won out  event ual l y , and at  pr esent  whi l e 



1 ' » � 

Sound 1V1 

Manzanar (58) Addenda 

t he r es t  of  t he v/or ki ng depar t ment s ar e on s t r i k e, t he mess 

hal l s onl y ar e al l  open. Ther e ar e many f el l ows who say even 

i f  we ar e|  st epped on, even i f  we ar e beat en, so l ong as we ar e 

abl e t o eat  we ' l l  bear  up under  what ever  may happen. I t  i s 

a ver y sad s t at e of  af f a i r s . Whi l e t her e was a l o t  of ii  

t al k about  t he negot i at or s i n t he begi nni ng, when t hey d i dn ' t  

come back, i t  seems ever yone f or got  about  t hem, so t hey gi ve t hat  

appe ar ance. Jap**** Rew  ̂p2pe).3 

Bancroft Librdr/ 

The f ami l i e.s of  t hese men who made t he s ac f i f i c e 

get  cheap sympat hy af t er  t hi s a f f a i r . I t T s j ust  as i f  you 

t hr ew col d wat ee on a ' f r o g ' s f ace, much t he peopl e who t hi nk 

onl y a out  bei ng abl e t o e a t c a r e about  themi  One mor e di ed 

f r om ser i ous i nj ur i es af t er war ds . The f ami l i es of  t he ' i nu ' 

one by one began t o be cal l ed out  of  t he Cent er , and at  t he 

pr esent  t i me t hese number  bet ween 70 and 80. Tte Admi ni s t r at i on 

announces t hat  i t  i s f or  t hei r  pr ot ec t i on,but  we t he peopl e 

wonder  what  t he r eason f or  t hei r  goi ng t oo i s , and peopl e ar e 

say i ng, so t hey wer e ' i nu ' and t hose peopl e wer e ' i nu ' t oo, 

or  at  l eas t  we ar e f i ndi ng t h i s al l  out  j us t  new. 

I t  was announced by t he Cent er  adi ai ni st r  at  i on 

t hat  ass i s t ant  pr oj ec t  di r ec t or  Campbel l  r es i gned. 

From Washi ngt on's W.E .A . t he deput y di r ec t or  

met  Wi t h t he nego t i a t o r s r epr esent i ng t he whol e cent er . Ti e 

t r ut h of  t he i nc i dent  was not  r eveal ed i n t he pr ess and r adi o , 

excent  t he rumor  t hat  t he i nc i dent  was a f i r s t  year  cel ebr at i on 

of  Pear l  Har bor . But  i t  was agr eed t hat  t he t r ut h woul d be 

br oadcast  fro.,., t he capi t al  t o the nt i  re nat i on. The ¿par i sh 

consul  i s i nves t i gat i ng t he t r ut h of  t he i nc i dent . 
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lfo. 12� Page 59î  Reaction of the community when the '.VCCA l eft and WRA 

tools, over. It should be remembered here that the change i n ad-

mi ni strat i ons had l i t t l e di rect meaning to the majori ty of ei acuees. 

The comparativel y few who had made contacts and acquaintances with 

departmental  heads st r essed disappointment; ti*y sai d: "J ust when 

we get to know and understand our of f i ci al s, they have to leave us." 

Among evacuee admini strati ve empl oyees, a farewel l  dance was hel d 

honoring the departing Proj ect Di rector , Clayton Tr i ggs; the 

Assi stant di rector , Harry Bi ack; Service di rector , Mervin Ki dwel l , 

and several  others. War Rel ocation Authori ty off i ci al l y supplanted 

r̂ t i me Ci vi l  Control  Admini stration on J u� 1, 1942. The new 

di rector , Roy Nash, arrived at l &raanar a week ear l i er ; i n the fi re-

break adj oining Block 8, he made hi s f i r st publ i c speech. In i t 

he outl ined hi s own background in the I ni i an Servi ce and made a 

si gni f i cant promise: "The area extending fran the camp grounds bound-

ary to the foot of the High Sierra wi l l  be opened to you people so you 

wi l l  no l onger have to feel  confined and cramped wi thin the l imi ted 

space of the Center ." Thi s word spread throughout jtfanzanar qui ckl y. 

Aside from ant i ci pat i on of the naw freedom and expectations of a more 

"l i beral  pol i cy- , i nterest in the change of admini stration was not 

part i cul ar l y conspicuous. Despi te the personal  popul ari ty of Clay-

ton Triggs as proj ect di rector , W.C.C.A. was not popul ar in the minds 

of the evacuees general l y. Physi cal  condi ti ons and faci l i t i es at the 

rel ocation ceater i n March, Apr i l , and May were crude aixl  undevel oped; 

food was frequentl y bad and the subject of constant gr i pi ng; l inol eum 
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fl ooring had not been l ai d, barracks were st i l l  to be i nsul ated. 

Promises v/ere being made constantl y, and broken as often; or , as 

harried administrators put i t , they remain unful f i l l ed "because of 

the war emergency." Whi le i t may be debatabl e whether a l arge 

proti on of the evacuee popul ation was act i vel y interested in the 

change to the WRA, the reaction general l y was more favorabl e than 

not . Conmait typi eal  at the time: "The W.R.A. is more independent 

from army control  than the W.C.C.A.; we'l l  get a br eak." "The W.R.A. 

being a ci vi l i an agency, i s more l i beral . Di dn't you hear vrflat the 

new di rector , Roy Nash, sai d?" "Maybe we'l l  get our pl asterboard 

and l inoleum f l oor i ng now." "There should be enough milk for the 

chi l dren in the mess hal l s, shoul dn't there, now wi th i t knora that 

thi s i s to be a permanent rel ocation center and not an assembly center. 

No. 13 � Page 59: Tayama himsel f acknowledged the unpopul ari ty and 

stigma apparentl y attached to his name shortl y after his arr i val  

at the Center in Apr i l . By J une, that unpopul ari ty had grown, rather 

than di mi ni shed. Upon hi s ar r i val  at Manzanar, he found hi nael f 

snubbed by admi ni strat i ve of f i ci al s whose ears had been reached by 

the ant i - J .A.C.L. group weeks ear l i er . He remained unemployed for 

several  weeks. "Everywhere I go," he sai d at an informal  J .A.C.L. 

meeting in i &y, "they're j eal ous that I ' l l  take thei r jobs away or 

seme thi ng. Did you ever see anything so petty in your l i f e?" There 

i s no doubt that pre- evacuation r i val r i es had carr i ed over. Tayama's 

unpopul ari ty, however, was further i ntensi fi ed as the r esul t of hi s 

breac with Ted Akahoshi , then chairman of the Block Leaders' Counci l . 

Wo. 14 � Page 62: Tanaka and Tayama were fi  rs t appointed to serve 

on thei r respect i ve commissions: Tanaka to the Commission on Sel f 
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Government, Tayaraa to the Manzanar Work Corp Assembl y. These appoint-

ments were l ater confixmed by an el ect i on. In Tanaka 's case, * he 

was el ected by the residents of Bl ock 36- ©(on which he l i ved) as one 

among three representat i ves. In Tayaraa*s case, he was el ected by the 

workers in hi s department. Both cases paral l el ed each other in that 

both Tanaka and Tayaraa became charirraei  of thei r respective bodies as 

the resul t of the resi gnati ons of thei r predecessors. When Henry 

Tsurutani , l egal  advi ser for the center , resi gn«! as Chairman of the 

Commission on Sel f- government to go out on sugar beet fti rl ough, Tanaka, 

as vi ce- chai rman, succeeded to the chai rmanshi p. When Hi roshi Heeno, 

a bl ock l eader of bl ock 32, resi gned as Chairman of the Manzanar Work 

Corps Assembly to sign up f or sugar beet work, Pred Tayaraa was el ected 

by the assembl y as hi s successor . 

No. 15�Page 65�Kur i hara 's prognost i cat i ons of the r i ot . The stoi y 

was widespread throughout the camp among evacuees at l east a month 

before the f i nal  outbreak. In September (thi s date wi l l  have to be 

checked when my f i l es ar r i ve�TT) a Prank Kuwahara, evacuee from San 

Fernando, Cal i for ni a, to the Poston Rel ocat i on Center , and thai head of 

the proposed guayul e rubber pi oj ect at the Ari zona camp, vi si ted Man-

zanar with Professor Robert Emerson of the Cal i forni a Inst i tute of 

Technol ogy. At that t i me, Kuwahara pai d a personal  vis i t to Tan a to. 

Among other thi ngs, he sai d: "I 've j ust been over vi si t i ng wi th J oe 

Kur i hara, aM he says that one of these days they're going to get a 

l i st of fel l ows h<re who have been act i ng as agents f or the P . B . I . 

He says that you're one of them he's goi ng to get , and I told him he 

was wrong, that I had snown you for several  years and wcul d stake my 

l i fe on i t that y c Wr e al l  r i ght ; I don't Know about * e d Tayan*, * * 
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I told him to str i ke year name of f the l i st ." 

In November, when the vol unteers l eft for enl i stnent 

and trai ni ng at Gamp Savage, Minnesota, one of the mwl y- inducted 

U.S. sol di ers, Koj i  Ar i yoshi , tol d documentary hi stor i an J oe Masaoka 

that he had been approached Por t l y before hi s departure by J oe Kuri -

hara. Ari yoshi reported tha t Kurihar a had sai d: "The r i ot we're 

goi ng to pul l  off here at Manzanar wi l l  be a hundred times worse than 

the Boston r i ot ; you wai t and seel " 

No. 16 � Page 69: There are several  versions of the expressi on; 

these most frequentl y heard were: 

"Beikoku sei fu no yuukoto wa shinyo nai ." 

"Beikoku sei fu no happyo wa uso happyaku." 

"Nani shinyo ga aruka? Beikoku sei fttI" (der i si ve) 

No. 17- -  Admini strati ve personnel . 

Hoy Nash was the second project di rector . Hi s ad-

mini strati on was everything but successful . He openly admitted to 

hi s assi stant di rector , Ned Campbel l  (according to Campbel l ) that 

he "cffiuldnH understand these peopl e; they keep harping on the fact 

I have been an Indi an administrator as i f they resented i t ." He 

began hi s admini strati on with a wel l - del ivered publ i c speech, an 

effect i vel y wr i t ten edi tori al  i n the Manzanar Free Press; and he 

wai the reputation as a gal l ant partner on the dance f l oor at the 

i ncreasi ng number of soci al  functions blossoming in the dust of 

Manzanar. Despi te al l  thi s, however, he was unpopular almost from 

the begi nni ng. Hi s fel l ow administrators who worked under him said 

he was "of f i ci ous ani hard to approach". The bl ock l eaders who 
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consul ted wi th him on evacuee resident manners described him almost 

unanimously as - di ctator i al , high- handed, i r r i t abl e." He was sharp 

of tongue, according to evacuee offi ce workers; furthermore, he was 

handicapped by defect i ve tearing, l eading to many misunderstandings. 

In J une and J ul y he bui l t up a rel ati onship wi th those immediately 

around him that was far from a favorabl e ref l ect i on upfcn hi s popul ari -

ty. Robert Brown, then As3i3 tant in Cte rge of Project Reports, and 

the publ i c rel ations man for the center, accompanied Roy Hash on a 

tr i p to Idaho in J ul y. The purpose of the t r i p was to make arrange-

ments i n connection with Manzanar's f i r st group of vol unteer sugar 

beet workers. Returning from that t r i p, Brown commented: - Nash i s 

a queer duck; he's one man you j ust can't get cl ose to. I went on 

that tr i p j ust to become acquainted bettwerwi th him so that we could 

work om tome of these problems wi th better understai l i ng. I 've ended 

up j ust about where I started. He's a bl ank and a question nar k." 

A reporter on the Manzanar Free Press recal l ed thi s e êr i ence: He 

had gone to Roy Nash's off i ce on the f i r st day of tf.R.A. adrainistrap 

t i on, and had sai d: "I 've come to congratul ate you, Mr . Nash, on the 

very f i ne speech you made in the fi rebreak recent l y, and to wish you 

success. I should l i ke t o have an interview wi th you whenever you are 

not busy." The repl y from Nash i s said to have been: "Wel l , cai 't 

you see I 'm busy now? Come back in 1945; I ' l l  have time then." 

An accumulation of unpl easant personal  experiences with some evacuees, 

on the other hand, was bal anced by pl easant rel ationships wi th others. 

Members of the medical  st af f , for i nstance, sai d: "Mr. Nash certai nl y 

has been working hard to get us our faci l i t i es; we've got to hand i t 

to him; he's been very nice to us too." Whi l e this bal ance exi sted in 

Ms r egi ons with evacuees. there no such 9qui l i br l �r a l a h l s 
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rel ati ons wi th the publ i c off i ci al s and people of Inyo County. 

He succeeded unwi tt i ngl y in antagonizing George Savage, edi tor of 

the Lone Pine Independent and the Bishop newspaper; he referred to 

Savage as Ma hicktov® country edi tor" and disparaged the l ocal  

ci t i zenry in hi s pr i vate conversati ons, so the word among admini-

strati ve of f i ci al s went. Edi tor ani Publ i sher Savage attacked 

W.R.A. in general  and Roy Nashfein part i cul ar , almost at every 

turn. He reached at i nf l uent i al  statewide group through the News-

pi per Publ i shers Associati on of whi ch he vsas a l eadi ng raenber. 

The ordinary federal  vs. l ocal  cl ash of interests ar i si ng out of a 

si tuati on such as the 2fenzanar project created was further intens-

i f i ed by the personal i ty factors: George Savage vs. Roy Nash. 

Whi l e these devel opmsits were growing, Roy Nash had hi s hands ful l  

wi thin the Center as growing di ssast i sfact i ons over ©ndi t i oi s 

tended toward unrest and di sturbance among evacuees. In the f i r st 

summer str i kes in thecamouf 1 age net factory, Di rector Nash pul l ed 

a boner in the handl ing of a del  i cate si tuat i on. The str i ke aoi 

interruptions had thrown production completel y off schedul e. The 

job of administrators was to get the factory reopened aid. running 

in proper order. Pressure was on from the U.S. Engineering Depart-

ment and the Army. Roy Nash took to the microphone and pl atform; 

addressing a gathering of camouflage workers, he began hi s speech: 

"San Francisco has just been bombed by enemy J apanese pl anes; the 

destruction and death3 resul t i ng from th® bombing were far greater 

than expected, due to the l ack of camouflage nets, (at t Ms poi nt , 

many in the audi ence, shocked to hear the news, departed, 

presunabl y to spread the news, fai l i ng t o hear yfaat fol l owed). This 

i s onl y an i mager y headl ine ar t i cl e, but i t COULD happen, ani the 
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blame for it coul d very wel l  rest upon the shoul ders of you v&o 

fai l  to turn out these net s." The J >irector*s f l ai r for the drama-

t i c was apparentl y not wel l - timed. Hi s appeal  was a dud; i t drew 

practudal l y no wi l l i ng response; on the contrary, i t aroused new 

antagonisms and resentments. "What does that guy think we are? 

Handing us a l i ne l i ke that l " was a typi cal  comment. His speech 

was the subj ect of center- wide di scussion for weeks afterward. The 

camouflage st r i ke muddled al ong, corrected i tsel f i n spi te of the 

Di rector 's ef for ts, rather than because of them, in the opinion of 

evacuees general l y. The housing si tuat i on reached i ts cr i t i cal  

peak in J ul y and August, and Roy Nash was the frequent object of 

verbal  torpedoing by overcrowded evacuees. The capaci ty l oad of 

10,000 persons had been passed. I t wa3 not uncommon to find three 

fami l i es, csaraprising twel ve* orthi rteen persons, occupying a singl e 

room, 20 feet by 20 feet , without part i t i ons or even sheets between 

cots to gi ve pr i vacy. Promises of al l evi at i on through opening of 

new blocks and emptying of barracks on bl ock 1 coul d not , or at 

l east were not , ful f i l l ed 'on schedul e'. Roy Nash was bl amed. 

Tal k soon spread smong the hoodlum element of the Center that "the 

Di rector makes a good target for rotten tanatoes îriien he's up there 

making those fancy speeches." The word apparentl y reached the 

Di rector 's of f i ce. Roy Nash qui t making speeches wi thin the cemter. 

When he stddenl y resi gned, without previous warning or noti ce to 

evacuees, and accepted the posi t i on wi th the Board of Economic 7/ar-

fare in 'Washington, B.C., Roy Nash l eft tozaiar qui et l y, almost 

unnoti ced. He said farewel l  to two persons, one of them an evacuee, 

another an admi ni strat i ve of f i ci al . Hi s part i ng was in marked con-

trast to the fanfare of his entry. 
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The temporary di rectors who 'f i l l ed i n' after 

Roy Nash were: (1) Harvey Ooverel y. a fbmier San Francisco in-

vestment broker, a graduate of Hol lywood High School  and Stanford 

Uni versi ty, a resident of Sasal i to (spel l i ng should he checked�TT) 

and the Regional  Di rector of the Community Services Di vi si on for the 

^r Rel ocation Authori ty. A man in hi s l ate fort i es and of apparent-

ly l i beral  persuasi on, Coverl ey remained at Ifenzanar long-  enough to 

supervise the work; of the Corrrnission on Sel f Goveriroait set up by 

Roy Bash, to conduct W.R.A. Di rector Di l l on Myer on a tour of the 

camp, to receive reports of the f i r st rumbl ings of di sorder ani 

vi ol ence. Hi s contact wi th resi dents at large was chi efl y in 

connection with the work of the Commission on Sel f Governnent. He 

addressed a meeting of block nanagers and representat i ves; he answer-

ed questions in preci se, cl i pped Engl i sh, was meticul ousl y correct 

in his manners, a gentleman in appearance, cordial  and open in hi s 

wi l l i ngi ess to di scuss matters wi th evacuees. But he was not as 

di rect and forthright as some residents demanded he be. The quest-

ion was rai sed at a ne et i ng: "Suppose we don't want thi s Charter for 

Sel f- Gove r orient? Suppose we vote i t down because we think thi s i s 

a pri son camp and any sel f- government is a j oke? Then vhat?" 

Cover l ey's repl y was not completely understood: "I t i 3 the pol i cy of 

the War Rel ocati on Authori ty, and as the acting di rector here I have 

the authori ty vested in me, to make it cl ear to you al l  that i t i s 

not the intention of the Uni ted States government to force anything 

upon you peopl e that you do not want . We feel , however, that sel f -

government wi l l  permit you to exerci se a r i ghtful  voice in the affai rs 

of your own conrmnity; therefore, i t has been decided to permit you 

to draw up your own charter and to el ect your ov*i  representat i ves." 
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The interrogator came back: "But I 'm asking you, suppose we vote 

down this Charter that your Comnission on Sel f Governnoit has drawn 

up? That would mean we don't want any Sel f Goverrment." 

Co ver l ey; "I f thi s Charter is voted down* then I wi l l  consider i t 

my duty to appoint another Commission; or set up a procedure vshereby 

the peopl e can el ect thei r own representatives to serve on the Cora-

mi si on. They can then draw up another Charter or amend thi s one. 

Ho, voti ng dovai this Charter would not necessar i l y mean that the peopl e 

are against Sel f Governmait. It coul d mean they do not approve of the 

Charter i n i ts present form and would l i ke to draw up another one." 

Evacuee Interrogator: "But i f we don't want a Charter , i f we don't 

wamt any s el f- g eve rara ai t , and you st i l l  i nsi st on us having one, then 

you're just cramming i t down our throats, aren't you?" 

Cover l ev: "I t i s not the intention of the War Bel ocation Authori ty 

to cram anything dovnn anyone's throat. Thi s pol i cy on sel f government 

i e the product of months of study and consul tation by the heads of the 

government agency entrusted wi th your wel fare, and you may be assured 

that nothihqgof the sort i- f i s contempl ated." 

Harvey Coverl ey never brought hi s fami l y to l i ve with him at Manzanar. 

He was never considered by evacuees as a permanent di rector , but rath-

er i t was ioiovsn ani expected that he would be merely a temporary 

head. In his l ast week at Manzanar, he was st i l l  wrestl ing wi th the 

problem of growing opposi tion to the Charter on Sel f Government. One 

day he comnented to the Chairman of the Commission on Sel f Government: 

"Have you heard the l atest one? Some of the opponents are against 

our Charter because they claim that J apan i s goi ng to win the v©r. 

And i f they vote for the Charter, i t wi l l  be used by the Uni ted States 

g o v e r n s as propagada showing how wel l  the J apanese were treated 
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in these camps. They think then that they wi l l  be punished by the 

J apanese government. On the other hand, i f they refuse to vote for 

the Charter and have it � crannied down thei r throats', then they can 

see, 'we were against i t but were forced to accept i t .* I sn't that 

i nteresting? The onl y thing they don't know i s that J apan i sn't 

going to win the war ." 

Harvey Goverely was nei ther unpopular nor popul ar 

i n the sense that he hai nur® rous enemies or l oyal  friends among 

the evacuees, a.is personal i ty vses unl i ke Koy Nash; he was not 

extreme, rather he was a 'middle of the roader '. He was more 

accessi bl e than Di rector JSash, al thou î  he al so requi red appoint-

maits in advance. (The f i rst Di rector under vTCCA, Clayton Tr i ggs, 

never required appointments in advance, axyone apparentl y could 

wal k into hi s offi ce any time ani be fai r l y wel l  assured of an 

audi ence.) 

(2) Dr . oolon Ki mbal l  

�More to Kum£-
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Answers to Questions 
Grodzins l etter Tf zi / ẑ 

Ho* 17� Admini strati ve personnel  (continued) 

(2) Dr * Solon Ki mbal l �a3 an administrat ive off i ci al  

from the San Franci sco Regional  Off i ce of War Rel ocati on Author i ty, 

Dr . Solon Kimbal l  had been known as head of the sel f- government sect-

ion pr i or to hi s succeeding Harvey Coverl ey as Act i ng Project Di rect-

or . He had vi si ted iianzanar several  t i mes, on each occasion to l ay 

the groundwork for the draft i ng of a Charter and the formation of 

Center sel f- government. It was apparentl y considered a l ogi cal  step 

to have him take over di rect i on of Center af fai r s at a time when the 

sel f- government Charter was scheduled to cam up for a community- wide 

vote. A schol ar and gentl eman, Dr. Kimbal l  was hi ghl y regarded by 

the comparativel y few evacuees with whom he came i nto contact during 

his br i ef tenure. He di d not 3tay l ong, however, and was succeeded in 

l ate November by Ral ph Merr i tt , vfcose appointment culminated an extend-

ed fight between l ocal  i nterests and Washington- sent appoi ntees. The 

l ocal  i nterests had f i nal l y pl aced thei r man in the Proj ect Di rector 's 

chai r . 

(3) Rapl h Merr l t t� Manzanar's internal  troubl es which 

f i r st began to stew under WCCA's Clayton Tr i ggs, gather steam under 

Roy Nash, continue to boi l  during the br i ef i nterl ude f i l l ed by Hamrey 

Coverley and Solon Ki mbal l , f i nal l y spi l l ed over shortl y af ter Ral ph 

Merri tt*s appointment as Proj ect Director of Manzanar. Up to the time 

of the r i ot , Ral ph Merri tt had made a conraendable impression upon the 

block managers of the Center. The word went around the camp that he 

was a "man of character and i ntegr i ty." The older J apanese appeared to 

respect him more than the two immediate predecessors; in the f i rst pl ace, 
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Merri t t  's age and gray hai rs conmaaied i ssei  attention and respect. 

A man of persuasive manners, he appears to have convinced the bl ock 

l eaders of his si ncer i ty i n l ooking out for the wel fare of evacuees. 

Howerer, he was handicapped by being new to the job at a cr i t i cal  time 

and depended almost enti rel y for guidance and advice upon the nan who ha d 

pl ayed a l arge rol e in hi s appointment, Robert Brown, Assi stant i n 

Charge of Proj ect Reports, a 'l ocal  man', resident of Bi shop, admittedl y 

ambitious pol i t i cal l y. Merri tt al so i s handicapped by poor heal th. 

(4) Ned Campbel l  was Assi stant Project Di rector at the time 

of the r i ot . A man in hi s thi r t i es, imposing physi cal l y, bl uf f of appear-

ance and manners, he vsas not general l y regarded with respect, ei ther by 

the I ssei  or the Ni sei . He had the reputati on for being a "smooth 

tal ker ", al though "he doesn't al ways mate sense." Ned Campbel l  had 

fr i ends among the evacuees, but he had more enemies. Hi s efforts to 

smooth out the camouflage net factory troubl es brougkt a round of evacuee 

cr i t i ci sm about his head; hi s standing at Manzanar was not enhaosed by 

hi s speaking appearances in these di f f i cul t i es. Curiousl y eaough, both 

the J .A.C.L. facti on and the ant i - J .A.C.L. (Yanaguchi- Ueno- Kur ihara) 

group appeared to share a muttal  di sl i ke of Campbel l . The feel i ng of the 

former wa3 based, not onl y on an accwnul ati cn of personal  exper i ences, 

but upon the several  incidents in which Campbel l , in a bid for popul ari ty 

among the older generati on, promised then "protecti on from the guys who 

think they're F.B.I , agents in camp her e." At a number of meetings in 

the f i r st months of hi s administration at Manzanar, Campbel l  roundly 

denounced the ci t i zen J .A.C.L. element for "waving the f l ag to damned 

much." At one interview with an ardent J .A.C.L. supporter, Canpbel l  said 

"You guys wear your patr i oti sm on your sl eeve too much. The sooner you 

real i ze that you boys haven't a ghost 
of a chance on the outside today, 
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the quicker you'l l  al l  set t l e down wi th the ol der generati on and work 

more cl osel y together . You're al l  in the sane boat . J ust because you're 

ci t i zens doesn't mean you're any bet t er . I f any of you fel l ows are 

spies or stooges fbr the F . B . I . , you might as wel l  get the idea out of 

your head. The W.R.A. i s running thi ngs her e." Subsequentl y, however, 

in September and October , Campbel l  appears to have changed hi s views 

and seems to have come into cl oser harmony wi t h the J . A .C.L. group. 

He di smissed as "ai  i nterest i ng case", the growing threats of J oseph 

Kur i hara, wi th whom he sympathized. Regarding Kur i hara, Campbel l  said 

to the Docunentary Hi stori ans i n September: "Hel l , i f yc» guys were 

J oe Kur i hara, I ' l l  bet you'd feel  j ust the same way a she does. I know 

I woul d. After he's served hi s country in a war, wel l , he's gpt some 

j ust i ce in his gr i pi ng about hi s predicament today. I t 's j ust as i f 

you'd saved me from gett i ng ki l l ed in a street f i î t and I 'd rewarded 

you by ki cking you i n the gut t er ." Campbel l  l i ved in the Center wi th 

hi s wi fe ani baby, but he often admitted that he had other i nterests 

than being Assi stant Pro j est Di rector . He said he had f i l ed for a num-

ber of addi t i onal  c i vi l  servi ce posi t i ons for which he ms preparing him-

sel f . He frequentl y gave i ndi cat i ons that he was ei ther not too certai n 

of hi s tenure at Manzanar or was anxious to move on to better thi ngs. 

At one t i me, as he was jr eparing to go out on a week- end hunti ng tr i p 

wi th two Arny Ai r Force of f i cer s, he cal imented: "Hel l , who laiovra, maybe 

I ' l l  be gett i i  ̂ a commission in the Army soon." 

When the r i ot broke, Campbel l  and J oe Wi nchester , chi ef 

steward, became the two Caucasi an admi ni strat i ve scapegoats of the mob. 

The l i ves of both, l i ke the death and bl ack l i st i ndi vi dual s, were in 

darker and requi red mi l i tary protect i on. Whi l e Winchester shared 

the spot l ight  wi th CampbeU, the mi n force of  ant i - atoini st rat i on 
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sentiment among evacuees appears to have been di rected against 

Campbel l , who resigned hi s posi t i on wi thin a few days. Winchester 

stayed on. Deserved or not , the blame for the r i ot , in the minds of 

evacuees after December 6, appears to be centered l argel y on Campbel l  

and Winchester. The fol l owi ng l et ter , wr i tten by an evacuee (whose 

identi ty i s unknown t o me; but the receiver of t t e l etter i s known 

and rel i abl e) i s typi cal  of laanzanar senti i mnt: 

"Dear Mr. 

"Here's tail ing i t for granted that you enjoyed 
the Hol iday Season. Al so, I wish to thank you for 
the nice Christmas card. When thi s hect i c war 
ends, I woul d someday l i ke to meet your fr i eai 

W and s crae of your other Indi an fr i ends. I 
hope that day comes soon. For the quicker thi s war 
ends, the better of f we shoul d al l  be. 

"I guess that yew have been tol d of the true 
pi cture of vfaat happened here in Manzaaar l ast 
month. The newspapers were not correct l y informed 
of what happened and i ts causes. To put i t br i ef l y, 
There was the main object of stamping out chi sel i ng 
on Pood Shortages. There ves a coupl e of Caucas-
ian of f i ci al s who were taking food that r i ghtful l y 
was destined to go to the mess hal l s i n the center . 
I get my story from good authori ty that these men 
would take 50# of sugar 50# to 75# of meat, etc 
at one time, and the ki tchen cooks were trying to 
put an end to thi s chi sel i ng, as i t was taking food 
out of the evacuees' mouths. And Heaven only knows 
that what we get on the whol e i sn't too much. In 
typi cal  »stoiy book' fashi on, one of these Caucasian 
of f i ci al s had one of the spokesmen j ai l ed on fal se 
pretenses of hi s being a 'rabbl e rouser '. Wel l , 
this natural l y i rked hi s canpatriots to goi ng down 
to the Pol i ce Station and demanding his rel ease. 
There a bi t of misunderstanding and the M.P.'s 
were cal l ed out to keep; peace and order . Tense mo-
ments those most have been, and tear gas bombs were 
rel eased, and manyb innocent bystanders were shot . 
Two were ki l l ei  as a resul t of this unfortunate in-
ci dent . Many of my friends who v»re there tel l  me 
that to Begin wi th, there wasn't any need of cal l i ng 
the arny i n. And secondl y, that there wasn't any 
provocation for f i r i ng upon the crowd. 

"The events thay fol l owed were more or l ess person-

al  grudges between the evacuees. And as a resul t of 
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mob psychol ogy, many innocent peopl e were put 
i n a very unfavorabl e l i ght , for the present 
and for the fut ur e.. 

�more to kum 
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(5) J oseph Winchester was a pioneer arr i val  among the 

Mansanar admini strati ve st af f . Li ke publ i c rel at i ons di rector Bob Brown, 

he had been pl aced on the staff under W.C.C.A. and the Center 's f i r st 

Project Di rector , Clayton Tr i ggs. He di d not start out as Chief StewarcL. 

He succeeded to the job after several  predecessors had involved themselves 

in admini strati ve squabbl es which were anything but conducive to evacuee 

regard for Manzanar of f i ci al s. J ust before he became Chief Steward, the 

mess di vi si on had been in a turmoil  as the resul t of the presence of two 

chi ef stewards, one man a hold- over from the W.C.C.A., the other sent down 

from the San Francisco Regional  of f i ce; at l east this was the story which 

went the rounds of evacuee ŵorkers i n the di vi si on who admitted they were 

confused by the si tuat i on. Rumors of "food chi sel i ng" were al ready 

being h oanl ; the veraci ty of these reports, however, was never upheld in 

aj?y of the check- ups made by the documentary hi stor i ans. Winchester 's 

involvement in the Dec. 6 r i ot can be traced l argel y to hi s rel ati onships 

wi th Harry Yoshio Ueno on one hani and idth Thorns G. Tayama (brother of 

Fred Tayama) on the other. Winchester held Ueno in rather low esteem. 

"The guy's a trcxiblemaker sure as the day i s l ong; on top of that he's 

pro- J apan," Winchester described Ueno. On the other hand, Winchester app-

ointed Tom Tayama as hi s r ight hand man, regarded him hi ghl y. Tom Tayana 

had succeeded ĥi s brother Fred as proprietor of the U.S. Cafe chain in Los 
bejon \0<vr, 

Angeles-  was experienced in busi ness, knew the ropes of food di str i but i on for 
tJt han̂ anâ r-

the ma33 hal l s  ̂ FurtherroDre, he knew how to get al ong wi th admini strati ve 

of f i ci al s; hi s pol i t i cal  persuasi ons, nat ional  l y and int ernati  oz»l l y, paral- r « , 

il uJinckistVi(3 /U&L - fit* 
l el ed those of hi s older brother Fred. The picture was comol icated al so by 

A 

the fact that another Tayama brother, ol der than Tom, but younger than Fred, 

was chef of mess hal l  24. Ueno repeatedl y raised the charge that favori ti sm 
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wqs being' pl ayed by Tom Tayama in the di st r i but i on of food, part i cul ar l y 

meat and sugar; mess hal l  24 «as al l eged to be getti ng more than i ts 

share. The charge was not only deni ed, but f i gures, based on of f i ci al  

tal l i es of di ners were brought out to di sprove the accusations \ ihich 

neverthel ess persi sted. The Ueno- Kurihara- Yaraaguchi  fact i on, working 

through the mess hal l  union (whi ch, i nci dental l y, never received adminis-

tration recogni ti on) had i nst i gated, at the time of the r i ot , a movement to 

oust Tom Tayama from hi s job a3 Assi stant Steward and Harry Tayama from 

hi s job as chef of mess hal l  24. Heartened by the demonstrations of fol -

lowers i n the week precedi ng the r i ot (at various meetings held throughout 

the center ), the group was rumored also to be pl anni ng to 'get J oe Winches-

ter f i r ed'. . . 

(6) Robert Brovm. as of thi s date (3/3/43) is. Act i ng Project 

Di rector of Manzanar. 7»1ien Proj  ect Di rector Ral ph Merri tt i s suff i ci ent l y 

recovered from i l l ness and a more recent appendectomy to be act i ve, Brovm 

resumes his post of Act i ng Assi stant Project Di rector . Hi s infl uence in 

di rect i ng admini strati on of the center i3 probabl y unequal l ed. He started 

out as publ i c rel ations di rector , a job secured through hi s contact with 

Tom Cl ark, ci vi l i an coordinator of al i en enemy control  uni t , Western 

Defense Command, earl y i n 1942. Pr i or to the appointment, he had been 

secretary of the Inyo- Mono Associ at i on, a touri st trade promotion undertaken 

by the two counti es; he was also a free l ai ce magazine contr ibutor, a for-

mer press agent and orchestra pl ayer, and a one- time hi î  school  Engl i sh 

teacher. Marr i ed, father of two chi l dren, Bro\ «i  i s a resident of Bishop 

and indul ged in the l ocal  pol i t i cs of Owens Val l ey. Prom the outset of the 

MaMzanar proj ect , he served as the spearhead of the efforts to pl ace local  

men into federal  j obs opened up by the camp. These efforts cane into con-
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f l i ct immediately wi th the earl y tendency towaiti  pl aci ng appointees from 

Washington or the San Francisco Regional  Off i ce into administrative jobs» 

When the W.C.C.A. fi rat took over the j ob at the opening of the camp, a 

Ci t i zens Committee of Owens Val l ey was formed, at the i nvi tat i on of the 

Army and Tom Cl ark's offi ce to br i ng about cooperation between l ocal  and 

federal  interests asi to create understanding throughout the val l ey of the 

necessi ty for such cooperati on. Cin irman of that Committee was Bal ph 

Merr i t t . Robert Browa was al so on that conraittee, as vas George Savage. 

That these l ocal  l eaders ant i ci pated a reasonabl e share of pol i t i cal  pl ums# 

ei ther in the form of patronage or j obs in some cases, increased businesss 

i n other cases, was openly acknowledged i n al l  quarters. Roy Nashis 

i nabi l i ty to win over th6 support of Robert Broun i nevi tabl y found i t s 

repercussions i n the antagonism against Uash and the W.R.A. voiced by 

editor Geoige Savage. Brown commuted the 35 mi l es between hi s home in 

Bishop and the Manzanar Center dai l y; he kept hi s fingers on the pul se of 

publ i c opinion and conmunity sentimai t of the Val l ey; he was constantl y 

acti ve i n bui l di ng and cementing contacts with Washington and San Fran-

ci sco Regional  offi cers of War Rel ocati on Author i ty. To those who worked 

for and wi th him, he was in the habi t occasional l y of i ntimating that one 

day he would be in the dr i ver 's seat , or much cl oser by than present l y. 

I t was a favori te expression of hi s to say: "flow i f I were runni ng things 

here, i t would be dons thi s way...»" 

Brown's rel at i ons wi th evacuees themselves were l imited 

to the department which he supervi sed: Off i ce of Reports and Publ i cat i ons. 

The total  personnel  numbered around 45. As the original  sponsor of the 

f i r st rel ocati on center newspaper, the l ianzanar Free Press, Brown was res-

ponsi bl e for the act i vi t i es of the camp's newsgathering st af f ; he was al so 

the immediate superior of the two Manzanar Documentary Hi stor i ans. Through 
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these evacuee workers, he kept hins el  f informed general l y of condi t i ons, 

probl ems, sentiments among resi dm ts� He was comparativel y l i t t l e known, 

almost unknown, among the l arger portion of the older generation at Man-

zanar�unt i l  after the December 6 riot when he suddenl y shot up into the 

posi t i on of Acting Proj ect Di rector« 

Among the smal l  group of evacuees who knew him, having 

worked under him, Brown was one of any number of thi ngs; to some he was a 

hard- working young publ i c rel at i ons di rector anxi ous to see that the "Ni sei 

got a feir break"; to others he was "j ust a job- hunting pol i t i ci an mho's 

out to l ook after Number One, hi msel f"; to st i l l  others he was "a reaction-

ary Republ ican chamber of commerce mouthpiece T4IO promoted a job that 's 

too bi g for hi m"; to st i l l  others he was "a niece guy mi l l  l ook out for 

you i f you're hi s f r i end". These were comments general l y heard among the 

Engl ish- speaking younger generation in di scussing various proj ect of f i ci al s. 

Beyond such expressi ons, however, Brown, pr i or to December 6, 1942, was 

a minor off i ci al  whom few peopl e except the workers on the Jfianzanar Free 

Press took noti ce of . 

�More to leum�-
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Ana wer s to jae 3 ti  ons 
Grodzins l etter 1/21/43 

No* 16 � The Caucasian 'spl i t s'. The administrative feuds at 

Manzanar were f&i r l y conmon Imow ledge among evacuees. They 

were based on a mixture of persai al i ty cl ashes and di fferences 

of opinion regaidi i ;̂ an as yet undefined pol i cy. Prom the out-

set , there appears to have been marked contrasts i n the thinkixg 

among administrators as to whether the Manzanar Rel ocation Center 

was to be a pr i son camp, temporary segregation mi l l , or quasi -

pernanent 'model  ccranunity' born out of wartime emergency cond-

i t i ons. Out of these di f fer i ng concepts grew contradictory de-

ci sions i n every day admi ni strat i on. added to these was the ever-

present fight for control  and power, a fight i ntensi f i ed by tte 

fact that duties and j ur i sdi ct i ons of admini strati ve off i ci al s 

were not cl ear l y defined from above. Thus Manzanar had the spec-

tacl e of a personnel  and employment offi cer entering into l i vel y 

dispute wi th the caimunity services head as to who 3houl d run the 

center 's medical  uni t ; they had both received overl apping instruc-

t i ons. Such minor di sputes were frequent and understood quite 

readi l y by the Engl ish- speaking younger generation evacuees with-

out di srupting routine act i vi t i es; to the ol der J apaiese- speaking 

generation, however, such confl i cts teixled to bui l d up the pi cture 

of a corrupt ard graft- seekir ;̂ 'whi te' admini stration vi ct i mi zi i  ̂

hel pl ess J apanese. The 'col or l i ne' was, no doubt , drawn much more 

sharpl y ani vi vi dl y i n the minds of the I ssei , aid Caucasian spl i t s, 

wi th charges and counter- charges fl yi ng through the center , only 
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contributed to the general  breakdown of respect for the beads of 

that admi ni strat i on. Thus i t was, that by December 6 when the r i ot 

blossomed into l arge- ecale demonstrations, the handful  of individual s 

on the 'death and bl ack l i st s' were universal l y r e r̂ dei  as 'pro-

admi ni strati on' or 'stooges'. One of the more i nterest i ng ear l i er 

spl i t s was the feud carr i ed on between Project Di rector Roy Nash 

and Chief of Pol i ce Kei neth Horton. Nash was a man in hi s f i f t i es, 

Horton in hi s thi r t i es. Nashwas a federal  appointee (a 'T&shington 

man*)» Horton was a native of Bishop (a 'l ocal  man'). Nash came 

to à&nzanar when the War Rel ocation Authori ty took over on June 1. 

Horton had been entrenched in hi s j ob frcm the beginning of the pro-

j ect under the Wartime Ci vi l  Control  Admini strati on. Physi cal l y and 

temperamental l y, tte two men were diam&frric opposi tes. Horton was 

l arge of bui l d, tal l  of stature, a six- footer weighing over 200 

pounds. Nash was short, about fi ve feet four i nches, and sl i î t . 

It was the common topi c of conversation among evacuee pol icemen work-

ing under Horton that "the Chief refers to Nash as the 'mi dget '". This 

apparentl y was meant in a der i si ve sort of way. Temperamental l y, 

Hortcn was c empara ti  ve ly sl ow, good natured, pl oddi ng. Nashwas 

incl ined to be ûi ck, sharp, i mpat i ei t . Vhat went on at the earl y 

meetings between the two mm may never be known, but i t was soon known 

and confirmed that Chi ef of Pol i ce Kenneth Hortcn was concpicuousl y 

omitted from the l i st of administrators sunmoned tfcnto the regul ar 

staff meetings. Arrests made by hi s patrol men were summarily taken 

out of t he j ur i sdi ct i on of t te pol i ce and pl aced in the hands of the 

coomunity servi ces di vi si on. In nune rous smal l er det ai l s, the pol i ce 

departraait was bei i  ̂ ignored and side- stepped to the extent that one 

day Horton c ogent * to the doeunsntary hi stor i ans: »we ralght j u s t 
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as wel l  abol i sh the pol i ce stat i on and the whole department. As a 

matter of fact , that 's what 1 think that guy Nash is trying to do, 

or at l east get me out of thi 3 j ob. 'tfhat good i s i t going to do i f 

one of my men go out and arrest a hoodlum only to have the trouble-

naksr turned l oose and mol l ycoddled by the conraunity servi ces di vi si on? 

On top of that, we've asked for, and been promised uni forms, badges, 

cl ub3, even horses for some of our patrol men. J3ut what 's come of i t , 

nothi ng, absol utel y nothi ng*" 

On the other ha«i , Roy Na3h had nothing to say about 

Kenneth Eorton, at l east publ i cl y. He remained non- conmittal , in-

accessi bl e. 'No conment' he remarked. Hi s act i ons, however, spoke 

for him. It was not l ong before Kemeth Horton was no l onger Chief 

of the Mansanar department of Internal  Secur i ty. His assi stant chief 

al so went out wi th him. 

A muc h mi l der feud, hardly afproaching the Kash- Horton 

cl ash in ei ther intensi ty or openness to publ i c vi ew, was the re-

l at i onship exi st i ng between Ned Campbel l , assi stant project di rector , 

and Thomas M< Temple, chi ef of the comnunity servi ces di vi si on. Ideol « 

ogi cal l y, the two men were not so far apar t ; they both subscribed to 

si mi l ar pol i t i cal  phi l osophi es, both had democratic concepts of 

equal i ty of treatment for evacuees. But each di ffered in procedure aid 

the manner in which the Vfer Rel ocation Authori ty program was to be ex-

ecuted. I t was shop tal k amox̂  evacuee off i ce woikers that the 

feel i ng expressed over the l i ne between the offi ce of Community Services 

i n barrack 3 of bl ock 1 a. d the Assi stant Proj ect Di rector 's off i ce i n 

the Administration bui l di ng was everything but cordi al . TCien the new 

Administrative offi ces were ready for occupancy, the Community Services 

Di vi si on, second only t o the Mess di vi si on in number of employees, was 
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noti ceabl y l eft out of the new bui l dLng. Space had been al l ocated by 

the Assi stant Project Di rector 's of f i ce. Of the two men, there i 3 

no room for doubt that Thomas Temple was held in high regard by evac-

uees general l y, whereas Ned Campbel l  was not . Temple had a l oyal  

fol l owing in hi3 department. Campbel l  had succeeded in antagoni zing 

more evacuees than aqyone el se in the admini strati ve personnel  wi th 

the exception of Hoy Nash. I t i s possi bl e al so that Campbel l  regarded 

Temple with no l i t t l e apprehension in vi ew of the fact the l atter was 

the l ogi cal  successor to hi s of f i ce; Temple had the highest ci vi l  ser-

vi ce rating of az$r staff manber after the Project Di rector and hi s 

Assi stant . Thus, when the December 6 r i ot cost Campbel l  hi s j ob at 

Manzanar, the Campbel l - Temple feud overnight became a Bob Brown- Temple 

duel . I t was the ol d Federal  vs. Local  interests cl ash al l  over agai n. 

Campbel l  had 'pl ayed al ong' wi th the Owens Val l ey bi gwi gs; he had gone 

out of his '«ay to soothe Lone Pine edi tor Gecrge Savage; he had, as he 

exprewsed i t , 'soft- soaped' Bishop Hotarians , hobnobbed wi th Val l ey 

merchants, ut i l i zed publ i c rel at i ons man Bob Brown to the extent of 

going to bat for Brovm's $200 pl us monthly 'e ênse' account for the 

l at ter 's gasol i ne bi l l , most of which was for Browi 's dai l y commuting 

between the Center and Bi shop. Neverthel ess, he suddenyly found him-

sel f nosed out of hi s job shortl y after Dec. 6; he was none too happy 

over i t . Bob Brown, wi th hi s old- time friend and 'boss' Ral ph Merri tt 

i n the Di rector 's of f i ce, was si tt i ng squarel y in the dr i ver 's seat. 

The important admini strati ve deci si on pending* was the sel ecti on of an 

Assi stant Proj ect Di rector . Thomas Temple was considered the most l ike-

ly candi date, both among Caucasian a (in inistrat ive staff members and 

evacuees. 7foat was not known was that, whi l e no publ i c amcwncemait had 
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been made, the appointment of Bob Brown as Act i ng Assi stant Project 
al ready 

Di rector had/been made.©*»« Peel ing between Bob Brown and Thomas 

Tenpl e, even before the December 6 r i ot , was certai nl y not one of mutual  

admi ration. On the contrary, Brown ms i ncl i ned to look upon Temple 

as 'a social  experimenter whose feet aren't on the ground.1 The un-

fl atter i ng eval uation was returned, in measure, by Templ e's regard for 

Brown as 'son»thing of an upstart pol i t i ci an with l i t t l e scruples and 

even l ess manners.* When the December 6 r i ot broke, Thomas Tenple 

«as enroute to ¿¡anzanar af ter a t r i p to Hew York. He got back to the 

Center in time to l earn that Sled Oanpbel l  had been eased out of hi s 

post . He was aware that he was in l i ne for the job though he stated he 

was not expecting to be appointed. It devel op el  that he was the only 

admini strati ve steff menber wi th staffi  dent 3y high enough ci vi l  service 

rating t o receive the appointment. He returned to Manzanar to discover 

that his secretary had been taken away from hi s of f i ce, most of hi s 

staff members transferred to other departments. He sat around for two 

days twiddl ing hi s thumb, si t t i ng at hi s telephone in a deserted, of f i ce; 

f i nal l y went over to hi s bungal ow quarters in the admini strati on residen-

t i al  barracks. Suddenl y, at a staf f meeting presided over by Mr. Merr i tt , 

he was astounded one afternoon to hear the Proj ect Director announce that 

"Thomas Temple has resigned as head of the community servi ces di vi si on." 

The word went through the Center that "Tempuru- san" was resi gni ng. A 

peti t i on ci rcul ated among evacuees, in the midst of the subsi di ng tension 

after the r i ot , to have him retai ned. In a sense, i t was a peti t i on e 

si mi l ar to the one that had been col l ected wi th over 5)00 signatures to 

retai n Kenneth Horton in the previous months of the Hortcn- Eash feud. 

I t did about as much good in preventing the discharge of Ten l̂ e. "Resi gn? 

njy eyei They fi red mel  ki cked me outJ  A lot of funny shenanigans went 
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on f i r st . One of these days, you'l l  be hearing a Lone Pi ne boom 

about 'Bob Brown for Congress!' You j ust watch and see," Temple 

said i r l vatel y on a br i ef vi si t to the Death Yal l ey camp in one of 

his 3ast off i ci al  duties before l eaving Manzanar. He vol unteered 

some other ccriments on the si tuati on then currents "The l ooal  rah 

rah boys have f i nal l y saddl ed themselves. They've got big si gns up 

i n Lone Pines 'Hel p Run the J ap Camp' They're pi cking up bar f l i es 

and street characters to take jobs in the Center. They're ki cking 

out the evacuees from admini strati on j obs, or at l east frcm al l  the 

key posi tions so the Center won't be paral yzed again by any st r i ke. 

The point i s, however, they've been abl e t o promote a lot of l ocal  

patronage�ycu know, pol i t i cal  plum j obs, that 's going to f i nal l y set 

things right wi th the l ocal  i nterests. The pi ty i s the victims and 

l osers every time wi l l  be the peopl e i nsi deof Manzanar." 

�more to kum� 
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19« Caucasian- J apanese rel at i ons 

From March through December, 1942, the i ssue of 

Caucasian- J apanese rel at i ons, from the viewpoint of evacuees, 

was an i ncreasi ngl y del i cate subj ect . I t was the focal  

point of i nternal  controversy, even though i t coul d not 

easi l y be seen on the sur face�to an outsi der . To evacuees 

of both generat i ons, an i ntense degree of race consciousness 

had been impressed as a resul t of the mass evacuat i on. 

From the outset , admi ni strat i ve regul at i ons served 

to confi rm, i n the evacuee mind, the drawing of raci al  

l i nes. One of the f i r st thi ngs cal l ed to attenti on of 

ear l y ar r i val s at Manzanar was the "Whi te sect i on" i n tte 

mess hal l  of block 1. I n Apr i l  and May, 1942, i t became 

common tal k among evacuees that "W. C.C.A. of f i ci al s eat 

steak and potatoes whi l e we get beans and r i ce i n the same 

mess hal l ; they get wai ted on, we l i ne up; hel l , i t woul dn't 

be so bad, jbut we're si tting si de by si de wi th onl y an ai sl e 

i n between us. Sure, we woul dn't mind having to pay two- bi ts 

for a steak di nner ; we'd rather have steak aai pay for i t 

rather than get thi s sl op for not hi ng." (Conversation 

taken from a l et ter sent by an evacuee from Manzarar i n A-

pr i l  of 1942). 

Thi s tal k became widespread enough for reports to 

reach admi ni strat i ve ear s. I t even reached the ear of Con-

gressman Lel and Ford (16th Congressional  di st r i ct , Southern 

Cal i for ni a, defeated i n 1942 by wi l l  Hogers, J r .) who vi si t ed 
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Manzanar dur i ng t hi s per i od and was shor t l y heard from 

through Assoc i at ed Press and Uni ted Press ar t i cl es from 

Washi ngton, D.c . cr i t i ci zi ng thi s phase of the camp 

admi ni st r at i on. 

When War Hel ocat i on Author i ty admi ni st rat i on sup-

pl anted the W.C.C.A., an announcement was i ssued to the 

camp stat i ng that admi ni st rat i ve of f i ci al s eat i ng i n mess 

hal l  1 woul d be served "the same food" as evacuees at e. 

I t was subsequent l y announced that an "Admi ni st rat i on Mess 

Hal l " voul d be opened shor t l y where Caucasi an personnel  woul d 

eat . 

Concurrent l y wi th thi s "race col or " i nci dent , evac-

uees, par t i cul ar l y the ci t i zens, began to take not i ce of 

the construct i on of the Admi ni st rat i ve l i vi ng quarters on 

the south si de of the camp. The area was bei ng dotted 

wi th a dozsen new barracks which were pai nted cream- col ored, 

i nsul at ed, wi th doubl e f l oor i ng, regul at i on wal l s, conven-

t i onal  doors (i n contrast to the makeshi ft barn- l ike doors 

of the evacuee bar r acks), fur ni shed wi th bath room (shower) 

ki t chen. The fact that admi ni st rat i ve personnel  was re-

qui red to pay r ent al  apparent l y made no di f f er ence. Evacuees 

wal ki ng past the Admi ni st rat i on area woul d poi nt on the one 

hand, to the t r i m, cream- col ored barracks f l anked by green 

l awns, and on the other hand, to the bl ack tar- paper covered 

barracks surrounded by dusty pathways and say: "See, i f thi s 

i sn't a race war , then what better exampl e coul d you f i nd 

than thi s contrast? Whi te man l i ves i n comparative l uxury 
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whi l e yel l ow man l i ves l i ]® t hi si " 

Rest r i ct i ons on travel  outsi de the* barbed wi re 

confi nes al so had the effect of emphasi zi ng the r aci al  as-

pects of the si t uat i on. The i mpl i ed i nfer i or i t y posi t i on 

i n whi ch evacuees consi dered t h r i v e s pl aced was confi rmed 

on each occasi on a crew of eracuee workers, the garbage di s-

posal  or boi l er crew, foraKampl e, had to dr i ve outsi de the 

camp area. As one young nan stated: «1 don't see why i n 

the heck we can't even be t rusted to go to t he dump oursel ves. 

Why the ol d guy that accompanies us as a chape rone i s drunk 

hal f the t i me, he's about one- tenth as i nt el l i gent as the 

average ni sei ; i t ' s j ust because he happens to be whi t e 

that makes him more t ŝt owr t hy; for cr i pes sakes, maybe 

the J apanese mi l i t ar i st s have got something when they say 

they'r e f i ght i ng a race war �n 

I n t hi s atmosphere, evacuees who retai ned thei r Caucas-

i an contacts, enter tai ni ng and recei vi ng occasi onal  Caucasi an 

i i si t or s who drove to the center from Los Angel es, Lone Pi ne, 

*anta Barbara and other areas al ong the coast , weie canparati ve-

17 few. Caucasian vi si t s reached a peak at Manzanar i n J une, 

J ul y and August of 1942. Whi l e Caucasi an faces were not unfam-

i l i ar i n the bl ocks wi t hi n the center (they wexe most commonly 

seen i n bl ock 1 and around the admi ni st rat i on axea), an evacuee 

had Caucasi an vi si t or s as often as onee a week, was soon 

the subj ect of conversat i on anong hi s J apanese nei ghbors. A 

cer tai n degree of cur i osi t y, not unmixed wi th some suspi ci on, 

was bound to ar i se. 
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At the outset , there were hal f a dozen mixed marr i ages 

( Caucasi an- J apanese) at Manzanar . AS mi l i tary regul at i ons 

changed and these marr i ages i n cases where there were chi l dren 

were consi dered el i gi bl e cases for return t o west coast homes, 

the presence of Caucasi ans l i vi ng wi t hi n th© camp became a 

r ar i t y. 

When the school s opened, CauÊasian- J sç) anese contacts 

were gi ven a better opportuni ty t o be pl aced on a f r i endl i er 

pl ane . Never thel ess, admi ni st rat i ve i nst ruct i ons to f acul t y 

members cauti oned them agai nst "f r at er ni zi ng" wi th evacuees. 

Among admi ni st rat i ve of f i c i al s, there seemed t o be 

di f fer ences of opi ni on regardi ng what const i tuted "f r at er ni z-

i ng." The group represented by Thomas M. Templ e, then head 

of the Community Servi ces Di vi si on, qui et l y i gnored the ad-

mi ni strât i ve order ; a constant stream of evacuees vi si t ed 

the Templ e barrack i n the admi ni st rat i ve area. 

When Ral ph and Marry Smel t zer , both teachers i n the 

school , were appoi nted by Templ e to take charge of the Young 

Men's Associ at i on barrack on bl ock 36 and l i ve i n that 

barrack, there was some surpr i se regi stered among several  of 

the admi ni st rat i ve personnel . "That 's f r at er ni zi ng! That 's 

l i vi ng wi th the evacuees", a cry went up. The i dea of the 

Smel tzers, Caucasi ans, shari ng the same type of l i vi ng 

quar ters, shar i ng the mass hal l  meal s wi t h evacuees, made 

a consi derabl e i mpressi on upon resi dents of bl ock 36. "They 

are real  Chr i st i ans; they are showing by example that they 

have our wel fare at hear t ," was the common concensus. 
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Pr i vat el y, however, the Smel tzers admi tted that they 

had been the target of some cr i t i ci sm for "f r at er ni zi ng". 

The Smel tzers di d not remain at Manzanar very l ong after the 

di sturbance of December 6 and the subsequent removal  o f  Thom-

as Templ e. I n March, 1943, Mary Sel t zer ar r i ved i n Chi cago, 

havi ng resi gned her teachi ng j ob at Manzanar , to open the 

Bethany - (Church of the Brethren) Semi nary hostel  for evacuees 

bei ng rel eased on rel ocat i on. I n Apr i l , 1943, her husband 

j oi ned her , br i ngi ng from Manzanar several  evacuees who had 

been pl aced i n midwest j obs. 

20. Pages 78 & 79 

Exampl es of announcements whi ch the block: managers 

denounced and the Free Press pr ai sed: 

(1) Shor t l y af t er the f ki bei " meeti ng (hel d on a 

Fr i day), the then Proj ect Di rector Roy Nash i ssued a bul l et i n 

decl ar i ng that henceforth al l  meet i ngs woul d 1ee conducted i n 

Engl i sh or , i f i n J apanese, wi th the presence of an i nter-

pr et er . The "ki bei " meeti ngs was denounced by Nash as "di s-

gr acef ul ". The F r ee Press i n an edi t or i al  commended Roy 

Nash for hi s stand and st ressed the importance of respect i ng 

the admi ni st rat i ve r egul at i ons. The bl ock managers, most 

of  whom spoke J apanese pr i mar i l y , pr i vat el y excor i at ed t he 

new r egul at i on; some even made i t  p l ai n at  t hei r  bl ock 

meet i ngs t hat  i t  was "un f a i r . " 

(2) When the proposal  for the Community co- operative 

store was f i r st i nt roduced, a ser i es of edi t or i al s and 

r el eases i n the "Free Press" made an appeal  for community 
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suppor t . The advantages of co- operative enterpr i ses were 

expl ai ned at l ength by the Free Pr ess. The Proj ect announce-

ments on the pl ans were pr ai sed. "Thi s wi l l  be an opportun-

i ty for resi dents to not onl y save money, but to gai n the 

val uabl e exper i ence of cooperat i ves which may be of useful  

servi ce i n our post- war r econst r uct i on," the Free Press 

sai d. Block managers, ostensi bl y i n agreement on the need 

of l ower pr i ces i n the canteen and department store, however 

soon succumbed to the voci ferous protests and opposi t i ons 

i ncurred i n the var i ous block meet i ngs. Soon, several  block 

managers were overheard agreei ng: "Thi s i s just another pl ot 

on the part of the Whi te man to impoveri sh us fur ther ; why 

shoul d we have to pay to have our shoes repai red? When i s 

the government going to give us cl othi ng whi ch was promised 

to us? I f we have the stores open, then i t means we wi l l  have 

to buy wi th our own money the thi ngs whci ch the government 

shoul d be furni shi ng us. We ought to vote agai nst the co-

oper at i ves. We don't need them. Thi s i s no pl ace for such 

fool i sh l uxur i es. Thi s i s a j ai l , and i n a j ai l  we ar en't 

requi red to buy the necessi t i es of l i f e." 

(3) Another outstandi ng example was the announcement 

on the pl an for community sel f- government. The Free Press 

from the outset prai sed i t . The blfcck managers from the 

outset denounced i t . 

21. Page 86 : I f one of the agreements reached at the f i r st 

meeting between l eaders of the mob and Proj ect Di rector Ral ph 
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Merr i t t was that there wul d be no fur ther mass meet i ngs, 

such an agreement was apparent l y not known to resi dents of 

the center . There i s no record of any publ i c announcements 

conveying such a message bei ng made to the gathered r esi dent s. 

I t i s l i kel y that the l eaders wi th whom Merr i t t al l egedl y 

made such an agreement never made the announcement. The 

exact reason for the second meeti ng i n f i rebreak 23 may be 

di f f i cul t to ascer t ai n; i t i s probabl e that feel i ng ran hi gh 

fol l owi ng the summoning of armed mi l i t ary guards at the time 

of the f i r st descent upon the pol i ce st at i on and the admini s-

trat i ve area that peopl e nat ur al l y cont i nued to mi l l  about and 

congregate. I t i s al so apparent , from the evi dence on hand, 

that the negot i at i ng l eaders were not unani mousl y agreed upon 

condi t i ons reached wi th Mer r i t t i n the f i r st meet i ng. Ueno 

had not yet been r el eased, armed guards had been cal l ed out , 

and that was i nt i mi dat i on, wasn't i t ? so the word went about . 

I t is al so possi bl e t hat the meeti ng was cal l ed i n outr i ght 

breach of confi dence by the mob l eader s. 

22. Page 89: From the numerous eye- wi tness accounts of 

the events of Dec. 6, 1942, whi ch i  have been abfc to gather 

i n conversat i ons wi th ev rel ocated evacuees i n Chi cago duri ng 

the past month (March), i t becomes more and more evi dent that 

the mob spl i t i n the f i rebreak at bl ock 22, one par t proceedi ng 

toward the j ai l , the other to the hospi tal , both at the same 

t i me. I was not there at the moment and, of course, woul d not 

know def i ni t el y; but second- hand accounts i ndi cat e that such was 

the case. 
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page 96-  My ver bat i m accounts� Si nce 1936 when 

I began newspaper woifc, i  have always made i t a pract i se 

to carry wi t h me a smal l  notebook pad and penci l . At 

publ i c meetings & l ectures, I j ot notes i n longhand (I 

don't know shorthand but  can cover a lot despi t e i t ) . 

Conver sat i ons for r epor t i ng ( i n newspaper work) I always 

took down wi thi n a few minutes after terminati on. Dur-

ing the conversation I have made it a practi se to make 

mental  notes of any speech pecul i ar i t i es or mannerisms, 

and t o memor i ze cer t ai n por t i ons of the conver sat i on i f  

they were considered of importance. At t imes, I have 

i nterrupted to request permission to wri te down a state-

ment because ± wanted to make an exact record. 

24. Page 104: Hayakawa's statement that Merr i tt 

was wi thi n the pol i ce stati on during part of the evening 

meeting i s confi imed by the then Pol i ce i nvest i gator 

J ack ¿himatsu who was i n the stat i on during the enti re 

r i ot i ng. Shimatsu observed: "Merr i t t was no l onger in 

charge of the proceedings af ter the mi l i tary was summoned. 

Captain Hal l  was in complete charge; he was doing al l  

the order- giving. i*it Merr i tt was around for qui te a 

whi l e 

25. Page 105 Sam 'i 'ateishi  � 

More to kum 
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25. page 105 Sam Tatei shi 

The onl y mater i al  on thi s party which I 

have shoul d be eval uated as second hand. I t i s l argel y 

hearsay common throughout bl ock 23, Manzanar, during 

August, September, October and November, 1942. Tatei shi 

was a block l eader , then bl ock manager of No. 23. A for-

mer resi dent of West Los Angel es where he was a gardener 

before evacuat i on, he was general l y sai d to be a Uni ted 

States ci t i zen, educated i n J apan, ( i .e. a ki bei ). He 

i s a man i n hi s middl e t hi r t i es, marr i ed, father of one 

or two youngsters. He became prominent i n hi s bl ock 

during the ear l y el ect i ons for l eaders. 

Physi cal l y, Tatei shi  was very uni mpressi ve. 

He stood about fi ve feet t al l ; sl i ght of bui l d, he weighed 

around 105 pounds; hi s hai r was thi nni ng i n front and 

around the si des; some di sparagi ng descr i pt i ons were cur-

rent around hi s bl ock: "There goes l i t t l e bi l l i ar d bal l ." 

I ntel l ectual l y no one appeared to regard him as a gi ant 

ei ther . He possessed, however, the facul ty of standi ng 

successful l y i n the mi ddl e. Where strong personal i t i es 

cl ashed and matched wi ts for some pr i ze, i t was usual l y 

Sam Tatei shi  who came up wi th the bone. He l i kewi se ap-

pears to have had some gi f t of speech�i n the J apanese tongue. 

Al though he may not have ef fect i vel y swayed l arge numbers 

of peopl e, he seemed to be at hi s best i n smal l  mess hal l  

gatherings of 100 persons or so. He was f ai r l y wel l  re-

garded among the ol der generati on men�those who could 



Addenda 

M a n z a n a r (35- a) Tanaka 

speak onl y J apanese and hardl y no Engl i sh; Tat ei shi 's 

Engl i sh was bel ow average for a Ni sei . 

Tatei shi  cat no i ce wi th the younger genera-

t i on Engl i sh- speaki ng men of hi s own age. He qui ckl y 

anatagoni zed such i ndi vi dual s on hi s own bl ock; he al so 

l ost no opportuni ty to "r i de" such i ndi vi dual s when they 

attended bl ock meeti ngs by hi s sar cast i c references to 

what he termed "our val uabl e, oh so val uabl e Ameri can 

c i t i zenshi p." 

A J apanese Ameri can Ci t i zens League par t i san 

at Manzanar , who l i ved on bl ock 23, observed i n October , 

1942: "I never did t rust that guy Tat ei shi ; now he's out 

hobnobbing wi th Yamaguchi and Ueno. Something smel l s, i f 

you ask me. Tatei shi  was never vocal  i n anythi ng; he was 

one of those sneaky guys who opposed the J .A. C.L. before 

Pear l  Harbor . Af ter war , he came around to the League and 

wanted to know what he coul d to do push the cause of Ameri -

cani sm. Huh.T di d some of us have a l augh. He was al ways 

a busy body snoopi ng around. Young fel l ows resented him 

because he and hi s wi fe were al ways hatchi ng up new matches 

tfchey seemed to thi nk i t was thei r God- given mi ssi on to be 

bai shakuni n"(J apanese marr i age brokers or match makers). 

The ol der men who were the mai nstays of the 

Yamaguchi - Ueno- Kurihara group seemed to accept Tatei shi  as 

one of thei r number; he was to them one of the "st r ong" 

ni sei who had the "guts and courage" to "stand up to the 

Admi ni st rat i on and t el l  them where to get of f i nstead of 

kowtowing al l  the time l i ke the young Ni sei ." 
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26. The Mess Hal l  Workers Union 

The Manzanar mess hal l  v\o rkers uni on, from the 

standpoint of the rol e i t pl ayed in the r i ot of December 6, 

was i ntended from the outset of i t s organi zat i on to become 

an instrument for i nternal  control  of the center by i t s 

organi zers. 

Aims of the uni on, as represented to the peopl e 

wi thi n the barbed wi re encl osure of Manzanar, were admi rabl e 

and commendable. "We, the J apanese of Manzanar, shoul d l ook 

after our own wel fare; we who work i n the mess hal l s have an 

important and responsi bl e j ob; we shoul d aim to safeguard our 

wel fare by encouraging better condi t i ons, better food for our 

fami l i es and chi l dren. We mustvbe on guard to see that we are 

al l ot ted our r i ght ful  share of food. We must have organi zat i on 

to have thi s done. "We want your support i n the mess hal l  wor-

kers uni on." (From a speech i n J apanese made by Harry Yoshio 

Ueno to workers in mess hal l  22 where i ni t i al  steps were taken 

to form a uni on). 

The uni on i t sel f was associ ated from the outset 

wi th Harry Ueno and the group of men who surrounded him in 

the agi tat i on of December 6. Ueno was a j uni or cook in mess 

hal l  22, but he had i deas. 

He f el t , he sai d, that mess hal l  workers could not 

expect fai r treatment from the Admi ni strat i on, i n the matter of 

gett i ng suf f i ci ent rat i on of food, unl ess they were organi zed. 

He had no sympathy and l ess confidence i n the Fai r Employment 

Pract i ses (Work Corps Assembl y) to represent mess hal l  workers. 

He al so had hi s eye on the 1600 workers i n the mess hal l s, oon-
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st i tut i ng the l argest work di vi si on i n the center . 

Ueno al so sai d pr i vatel y: "Control  the ki tchens 

and you control  Manzanar; feed the right peopl e and wi n 

supporters tonour bel i ef s. Starve the stool pi geons; spi t 

i n the food of the pro- America saps; but treat our fr i ends 

r ight and we'l l  have more f r i ends. The best way to prove 

that we have the i nterests of the peopl e at heart i s to 

be abl e to treat them r i ght�through thei r stomachs." 

I n contacting Caucasian admi ni strat i ve 

of f i cer s, however, organi zers of the mess hal l  workers union 

employed a di f ferent l i ne of approach. Ueno himsel f was 

not hel d wi th ei ther sympathy or f r i endl i ness by J oseph. 

Wi nchester , chi ef steward. However, other members of the 

organi zi ng group, i ncl udi ng several  cooks and assi stant 

cooks who were on speaking terms wi th Wi nchester , were app-

arent l y used to get across the i dea: "We feel  that i f the 

J apanese themsel ves organi zed thei r own uni on, you would 

have better ef f i ci ency i n the running of thi ngs. The puprose 

of the uni on i s to permit you, the Caucasi an administrat-

ors to be abl e to run things more smoothl y. After al l , we 

are not chi l dren; we are adul ts and we are per fect l y abl e to 

manage and run things oursel ves i f you wi l l  gi ve us free 

enough hands." 

The technique of organi zat i on was a demon-

strat i on of energy and determi nati on on the part, of the 

organi zers. Every chi ef cook and foreman (each mess hal l  

had one of each) i n al l  the bl ocks was i ni t i al l y contacted, 
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i n al most  ever y case by Ueno hi msel f . Evi dent  car e was 

t aken t o i ns t i l l  i n t he mi nds of  each cook t he seeds o f  

suspi c i on: "J oe Wi nchest er  and Ned Campbel l  wer e seen 

l oadi ng sacks of  sugar  and a s i de of  beef  i n t hei r  car  

f r om t he war ehouse t he ot her  ni ght . Have you been get t i ng 

al l  your  r equi s i t i ons?" I t  was not  di f f i c u l t  t o pl ay 

upon the unpopul ar i t y of  cer t ai n Caucasi an s t af f  member s, 

to dr op subt l e hi nt s t her e, t o l et  s l i p i nt i mi at i ons of  

t hi ever y by admi ni st r at i ve o f f i c i al s her e. 

Thi s pr ocess of  l ayi ng t he gr oundwor k f or  

r ecept i v i t y t o t he "uns el f i s h, cour ageous young man who 

i s wi l l i ng t o sacr i f i e e hi msel f  so t hat  t he peopl e of  Man� 

zanar  can be pr oper l y f ed" cover ed a per i od of  appr oxi mat el y 

ei ght  weeks. Then meet i ngs wer e hel d i n each of  t he mess 

hal l s �af t er  l engt hy i nf or mal .di scuss i ons had been goi ng 

on each day among smal l  gr oups« 

As Admi ni st r at i ve o f f i c i a l s , suspi c i ous of  

t he mot i ves of  t he or gani zer s and pl ac i ng no conf i dence i n 

t he men t hemsel ves, r ef used t o acknowl edge t he uni on as a 

bona f i de gr oup, Ueno and hi s assoc i at es pl ayed upon t hi s 

opposi t i on as evi dence of  Caucasi an "monkey bus i ness"; t hey'r e 

s t eal i ng our  f ood and because we want  t o f i nd out  about  i t , 

t hey don't  want  us t o or gani ze. Opposi t i on begat  oppos-

i t i on. I n Mi d- November , a r epr esent at i ve of  t he mess hal l  

wor ker s uni on cal l ed at  t he o f f i ce of  t he Manzanar  Fr ee 

Pr ess and asked f or  use of  t he Fr ee Pr ess mi meogr aph ma-

chi ne to pr i nt  a bul l et i n. Thi s was r ef used; t he or gani zer s 

managed t o get  t hei r  bul l et i n mi meogr aphed sub- r osa anyway* 
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To the maj or i ty of the 1600 mess hal l  workers, 

the appeal  made by the organi zers was both powerful  and 

moving. There was nonopen cr i t i ci sm of the uni on frcm with-

i n. There was a tendency to l ook wi th contempt upon the few 

evacuees i n the mess hal l  di vi si on who appeared t o have si ded 

wi th Chi ef Steward J oe Wi nchester i n refusi ng to recogni ze 

the uni on. By the time of the December 6 r i ot , there was 

l i t t l e doubt where the sympathy of the mess hal l  workers uni on 

l ay; there were di f fer ences ofnopi ni on, ofoourse, as to t 

advi sabi l i t y of cal l i ng a mess hal l  workers st r i ke on behal f 

of Ueno and others who had been j ai l ed. Ai t even those 

cooks and workers who succeeded i n keepi ng the mss hal l s 

open "t o feed our w>men and chi l dr en", made no secret of the 

fact they f el t some i nj ust i ce had been done to evacuees by 

a Caucasi an admi ni st rat i on whose hands were probabl y "not 

cle an �" 

27.� Page 64 Commission on Sel f- Government 

One of the l ast of f i c i al  acts of former Proj ect 

Di rector Hoy Nash before he l ef t Manzanar was to sel ect 17 

resi dents to the "Manzanar Commission on Sel f- Government." 

These persons were named af ter a l i st of about 100 had been 

gathered by admi ni strat i ve of f i cer s and submi tted to Nash. 

A few weeks af t er the announcement, Nash suddenl y l ef t Man-

zanar . The Commission of 17 persons met at the Town Hal l , 

wi th Harvey Coverl ej r, act i ng Proj ect Di r ect or , to i ssue in-

st ruct i ons drawn up by W.R.A. i n Washi ngton. Henry Tsur ut ani , 

l awyer and head of the evacuee l egal  department, was named 
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chai rman; l ogo Tanaka, documentary hi st or i an, was named vi ce-

chai rman; Hoy Takeno, assi stant publ i c r el at i ons di r ect or , 

secretary. The maj or i ty of commissioners were ci t i zens; there 

were hal f a dozen non- ci t i zens; cur i ousl y enough, there were no 

representat i ves of the "ki bei " el ements, a poi nt brought to 

center at tent i on i n shor t order through a ser i es of rumors 

ref l ect i ng unfavorabl e community sentiment over the method of 

sel ect i on. "That 's a j oke, i t ' s supposed to be democrati c 

sel f- government, yet l ook how they pi cked the commissioners.'" 

Act i ng Proj ect Di r ector Harvey Cover l ey stayed at 

Manzanar onl y l ong enough to attend hal f a dozen commission meet-

i ngs at whi ch detai l s of the proposed Const i tut i on or Ci ty Charter 

for Manzanar was drawn up. Thi s work was l ar gel y techni cal  i n 

nature and requi red l i t t l e contact wi th cooraunit y sent i ment , al -

though al l  al ong there were bei ng publ i shed i n the Manzanar 

Free Press ar t i c l es ext ol l i ng the vi r tues of the proposed Char-

ter . I n one of the f i nal  Commission meet i ngs, Coverl ey brought 

War Rel ocat i on Author i ty di r ector Di l l on Myer , who was vi si t i ng 

the Center that day, to si t i n on the sessi on of the group at 

the Town Hal l . A vote was taken by the chai rman on the compl eted 

draft of the Char ter . I tvwas unani mousl y for adopt i on. The 

par t i ng remarks of the Chai rman: "Each of us on the Commission, 

by hi s vote here i n meeting has si gni f i ed hi s wi l l i ngness to 

be i ndi vi dual l y as wel l  as col l ect i vel y responsi bl e for t hi s 

document. I t means al so that each i s personal l y responsi bl e 

to accept the burden of bei ng the target for the torpedoi ng that 

i s l i kel y to now ensue." 

Cover l ey did not remain at Manzanar l ong enough to 
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wi tness the torpedoi ng. That remainedibr the next Act i ng 

Proj ect Di r ector , Dr . Sol on Ki mbal l , who had fathered the 

idea of community sel f- government for the var i ous centers. 

I t was Dr . Ki mbal l  who "honorabl y di scharged" 

the commission af ter i t was unanimousl y agreed by both 

commissioners and admi ni strat i ve heads that the useful ness 

of the Commission had ceased�wi th the drawing up of the 

Charter. I t was the or i gi nal  pl an to have the Commission 

vote i t sel f out of exi stence AFTER the community had voted 

the Charter i nto exi stence as the of f i ci al  document by which 

the "Ci ty of Manzanar" would be gpverned. Opposi t i on agai nst 

numerous provi si ons wi thi n the Charter sprang up; notabl y, 

the non- ci t i zen el ements bi t ter l y denounced tbe di scrimin-

at i on against them i n permi tti ng onl y ci t i zens to become 

members of the governing l egi sl at i ve Counci l . 

The proposed el ect i on to adopt or r ej ect the 

Charter never was hel d. 

I n the meantime, the Commission muddled 

al ong, not too certai n of i ts success, not sure of i ts 

continued useful ness. 

At thi s t i me, each of the 17 members of the 

Commission recei ved a note i n J apanese, del i vered through 

the mai l s, and si gned by "the Blood Brothers Corps." Whi l e 

no actual  vi ol ence was threatened by the notes, i t was im-

pl i ed. 

At a Commission meeting fol l owi ng i ni t i al  receipt 

of these anonymous l et t er s, the group, l ed by the non- ci ti -

zen members, decided to di ssol ve i t sel f i n the form of a n 
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"honorabl e di scharge" whi ch Dr . Mmbal l  was requested to draw 

up and address to the Commission. Thi s was done, and the 

Commission ceased to exi st formal l y, al though i t remained 

qui te i ndel i bl y i n the ai ŝa minds of the Yamaguchi- Ueno-

Kur i hara group. 

28. Page 65 Opposi t i on to Cooperat i ves 

Outstandi ng opposi t i on to the cooperat i ves at 

Manzanar was expressed i n the bl ock meet i ngs. I t shoul d be 

kept i n mind that bl ock meet i ngs were attended al most ent i rel y 

by the J apanese- speaki ng, ol der , men of the center . I t was 

predomi nant l y non- ci t i zen. I tvwas al most ent i r el y mal e. I t 

was l ar gel y J apanese- speaki ng. 

At best , opposi t i on to the cooperat i ves did not 

const i tute maj or i ty sent i ment ; i t was usual l y the wel l - organi zed 

vocal  10 or 15 per cent . 

The group associ ated wi t h pro- axi s pol i t i cal  

persuasions- fi fafr-  was notabl y most voci ferous at Manzanar i n 

opposi ng the cooperat i ves. 

Excl usi ve of thi s group were other i ndi vi dual s who 

nursed genuine concern over the conti nued 1 

impoverishment of the popul at i on and the continued fai l ur e of 

the government to provi de certai n of the needs whi ch had been 

promised evacuees, such as cl ot hi ng, shoes, and even hai r cut s. 
i n many wases were 

{Theaejpromisesi - had never been def i ni t el y made by responsi bl e 
whi ch 

government agenci es but had been repeated so often that evacuees 

had come t o expe ct them) 
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A smal l  percentage of the opposi t i on was composed 

of the "perpetual  agi n'er s", di sgrunt l ed, di si l l usi oned indi -

vi dual s wi thi n the Center who l ost no opportuni ty to voi ce 

thei r di si l l usi onment through opposi t i on to anything favored by 

consti tuted author i ty. 

Preval ent arguments against the cooperati ves 

duri ng the months before the co- op was f i nal l y i nst i tuted: 

"We don't need the canteen and dry goods stores; 
the l uxur i es they sel l  there are not necessary; 
they just make our young peopl e spend more 
money." 

"I f the dry goods store i s operated, then the 
government won't furni sh us wi th cl othi ng and 
many of the thi ngs they sai d they woul d; we ought 
to vote agai nst the t hi ng." 

"Why should we operate a community shoe r epai r 
shop under the di sgui se of a cooperati ve? The 
government put us here; now make the government 
pay far our shoes." 

"Thi s i s j ust another pl ot to make us poorer . 
We'l l  spend and spend and spend and when the 
war i s over we'l l  have nothing l ef t , l et 's vote 

agai nst the cooperat i ves." 

"Pr i ces at the dry goods store have been sky 
hi gh. Why I used to be i n the grocery busi ness, 
iimmonia was 10 cents a bot t l e. I sent my daughter 
to get a bottl e yesterdayl  they charged 25 cents, 
i f that i sn't highway robbery. I 'm against the 
cooperat i ves." (The man had to have expl ai ned 

to him that si nce outbreak of 
war , ammonia costs had r i sen 
to that l evel , even on the oufc© 
si de.) 

As may be seen from the foregoi ng, the opposi t i on 

to the cooperati ves was di rected, not agai nst the idea of coop-

erat i ves, but agai nst the canteess and dry goods store as they© 

were then being operated, agai nst the government i n general , 

agai nst condi tions having nothing or l i t t l e to domt h the 

questi on at hand. _ _ ( T o  ̂ c o n c l u d e d next i nstal l ment) � 
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29. Page 73� The J udi ci al  Committee 

The exact rol e, funct i on, and author i ty of the 

J udi ci al  Committee were never qui te cl ear i n the minds of 

the peopl e of Manzanar. Under Proj ect Di rector Roy Nash, a 

board of "l eadi ng ci t i zens" of the center was appointed to 

si t as a j ury, more or l ess, i n hearing cases of both ci vi l  

and "cr i mi nal " nature. I t s dut i es and j ur i sdi ct i on were never 

di st i nct l y establ i shed, ei ther i n wr i t i ng or by pract i se. Pen-

al ty was meted out i n the case of young hoodlums brought to 

"t r i al " before the Committee by order of the Proj ect Di rector . 

The constant changing of the personnel  of the Committee may 

be attr i buted to the changing admi ni strat i ons, the undefi ned 

and somewhat vague posi t i on i t occupi ed, and al so to the fact 

that i ts members were made comparativel y easy targets of threats 

and i nt i mi dat i on from the 'gangster* el ement wi thi n the camp. 

Under the new proposed Community Counci l mpl an of government 

which was to have been set up, the J udi ci ary, designed to sup-

pl ant the J udi ci al  Committee, was empowered wi th certai n speci f-

ic penal i zi ng powers. The charter whi ch was to have set up the 

Community Counci l  was never adopted. 

30. The "Sugar Deal " 

The sugar deal  becomes important i n rel at i on to 

the intra- camp appeal  made by the r i oters on December 6» The 

accusat i on ci rcul ated throughout Manzanar on that day by the 

Kurihara- Ueno- Yamaguchi  group that "Ned Campbel l  and J oe 

Winchester have been steal i ng our sugar" was an ef fect i ve l everage 
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i n neut r al i zi ng pro- Admi ni strat i on sent i ment and wi nni ng 

pro- Ueno adherents. For several  weeks pr i or to t he outbreak 

of the r i ot , smal l  meet i ngs had been organi zed and hel d i n the 

mess hal l s. I t was common knowl edge throughout al l  36 mess 

hal l s that the rat i on al l otment on sugar was 8 ounces per 

person per week. Mess hal l  del i ver i es dur i ng October and 

November of 1942 were reported to have been based on a 7- ounzes 

per person per week. Thi s was i n ef fect , i t was announced by 

Chi ef Steward Wi nchester , to bui l d up a surpl us needed for use 

i n t he hospi t al , chi l dr en's vi l l age. 

The surpl us was bei ng stored i n one of the food 

warehouses. The rumor had been ci r cul ated throughout camp that 

"Ned Campbel l  was seen l oadi ng sacks of sugar i n hi s car from 

the warehouse at ni ght ." The truth of the rumor was never 

est abl i shed; as a matter of f act , i t s source was traced to 

di scussi ons i n whi ch Yoshio Ueno was chi ef r i ngl eader . 

One of the f i r st publ i c i ssues rai sed by the newl y 

formed Mess dal l  Workers uni on, and one whi ch i t thoroughl y 

expl oi ted was the sugar si t uat i on. Ueno, al ong wi th f i ve or 

si x cl ose fol l ower s, pai d numerous cal l s on Wi nchester and Camp-

bel l , demanding that the f ul l  al l otment of 8 ounces of sugar 

be di st r i buted to the mess hal l s. 

Addi t i onal  rumors soon cropped up. "Meat i s al so 

bei ng st ol en." 

I n October , a Mr . S a s a k i , bl ock l eader of 35, who 

was employed i n the Stewar d's of f i ce, was suddenl y removed 

from ¿ianzanar on short not i ce. He was sent wi th hi s fami l y 

to another r el ocat i on center . The Ueno- Kurihara- Yamaguchi 

group poi nted to t hi s sudden removal  and sai d: "Sasaki knew 
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t oo much about  t he sugar  s t ea l . " Ac t ual l y , however , c l ose 

nei ghbor s of  t he Sasak i s sai d t hat  cause of  t he r emoval  was 

f ear  by t he admi ni s t r at i on t hat  domest i c and mar i t al  di f f i cul -

t i es i n whi ch t he Sasak i s wer e known to be embr oi l ed mi ght  

f l ar e i nt o anot her  t r agedy s i mi l ar  t o t he mur der - sui ci de t he 

pr evi ous mont h on the same bl oc k . The Sasak i  case was si mi -

l a r , i t  was poi nt ed out , i n t hat  i t  was an i nc i pi ent  "t r i ang l e. " 

The best  so l ut i on woul d be t o remove t he coupl e t o mor e f avor -

abl e sur r oundi ngs i n anot her  camp. 

What ever  t he t r ut h or  f a l i s i t y of  t he numer ous 

r umor s and char ges t hat  f l ew about  t he camp r egar di ng t he 

"sugar  dea l ", i t  was pr et t y wel l  i mpl ant ed i n t he mi nds of  t he 

maj or i t y of  ol der  per sons at  Manzanar  t hat  "f ood i s bei ng t aken 

f r om t he evacuees by t he Caucasi an admi ni s t r at o r s ." Thi s may 

be a t est i mony t o t he success f ul  pr opaganda o f  t he Ueno- Yama-

guchi - Kur i har a gr oup, or  i t  may be t he l ogi c al  t hi ng t o expect  

under  condi t i ons exi s t i ng wi t hi n t he conf i nes of  bar bed wr es 

and wat cht ower s. 

Consequent l y, when t he December  6 r i o t  f l ar ed i nt o 

v i o l enc e, i t  was not  d i f f i c u l t  f or  Ueno 's f o l l owesr s t o sel l  

t he Manzanar  r es i dent s on t he l i ne : "Har r y Ueno i sbei ng mad e 

t he goat ; he i s bei ng f al s el y accused of  t he at t ack on Fr ed 

Tayama. The admi ni s t r at i on i s us i ng t h i s as an excuse t o get  

r i d of  hi m because he had t he cour age t o st and up and t e l l  t hem 

t he t r u t h . " 

The added f ac t  t hat  Tom G. Tayama, a younger  hr ot her  

of  Fr ed Tayama, was the chi ef  ass i s t ant  st ewar d under  dospph 

Wi nchest er  cont r i but ed to the per sonal  el ement s whi ch compl i cat ed 
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the general  r i ot pi ct ur e. Ton Tayama was al so on the rat i on 

board whi ch determined the amounts to be al l oted to each of the 

mess hal l s. Ueno, i n the midst of the charges over sugar , in-

st i gated a movement to have Tayama ousted from hi s posi t i on. 

"I don't t rust T0m Tayama any more than I do hi s brother Fr ed," 

Ueno tol d hi s own bl ock 22 mess hal l  fel l ow workers, and thus 

began openl y to agi tate for hi s removal . When Tom Tayama 

defended the Admi ni st rat i on and the truth of the statements 

i ssued by J oseph Wi nchester regardi ng the need for bui l di ng up 

the sugar surpl us to feed the chi l dren of the orphanage as 

wel l  as to meet hospi tal  suppl i es, Ueno i nst ant l y rai sed the 

cry, "Whi te man's stooge J " (Kettoh no i nu). 

SI . l ssei pl anni ng board 

There was no l ssei  pl anni ng board as such at Manzanar 

up to the time of the r i ot . However, the bl ock l eaders counci l , 

l ater renamed the Bl ock Managers Counci l , was for al l  pr act i cal  

purposes, an l ssei  pl anni ng board. The fact al one that the 

spoken l anguage at most of the meet i ngs was J apanese, i s a f ai r 

i ndi cat i on of the dominance of the ol der f i r st generat i on res-

id ents. 

Al so, as events devel oped through October and November, 

and i t became evi dent that the l i vel i hood of rel ocat i on was be-

coming br i ght er , the l ssei  assumed the status of "permanent 

resi dents for the durat i on" wi t hi n the centers. By cont rast , 

the younger second generat i on began thi nki ng more in terms of 

reset t l ement , of "get t i ng out of thi s . . . . pl ace". 'This meant 

that more i ntense and l i vel y i nt er est i n pol i t i cal  and other 
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af f ai r s centered around the I ssei . I n a sense "i nvi si bl e 

government" exi sted i n the form of the Ueno- Kurihaia- Yamaguchi 

fact i on; i t was r ul e, more or l ess, by coerci on and i nt i mi dat i on. 

I t was commonly accepted by the more sober- thi nki ng el ders that 

to take a par t i cul ar posi t i on on some i ssues, par t i cul ar l y on 

such quest i ons as enl i stment i n the Uni ted States Army by the 

ni sei , was to i nvi te threats of death and assaul t . For an 

i ssei to defend the posi t i on of the American- born J apanese 

as l oyal  ci t i zens of the Uni ted States was an open i nvi tat i on 

to be assaul ted. Few i ssei , par t i cul ar l y those wi th fami l i es, 

cared to take such a r i sk. Thus, the maj or i ty of substant i al , 

general l y peace- l ovi ng and l aw- abi di ng el ements were ter ror i zed 

by the l i kel i hood of hoodl um assaul t s. Furthermore, they accept-

ed i t . There was a feel i ng and sense of f r ust r at i on and f ut i l i t y 

because i t was general l y bel i eved that the Oaucasi an admini st-

rat i on woul d not protect such i ndi vi dual s agai nst at tack from 

wi t hi n the camp. Furthermore, i deol ogi cal l y, i ncent i ve to 

r esi st the arguments of the Uena~Yamaguchi T ¿iurihara group does 

not , and never wi fcl , f l our i sh behi nd confi nement of machine- gun-

manned watchtowers. 

32. Tanaka 

Personal  grudges, a l arge accumul ati on of them, pl ayed 

a consi derabl e part i n the si ngl i ng out of i ndi vi dual s wi thi n 

Manzanar for pl aces on the "deat h" and "bl ack" l i st of the Dec-

ember 6 r i ot . Togo Tanaka was on the "death l i st " for a number 

of reasons. Probabl y chi ef among them, as was the case wi th 

others on the same l i st , was that he too was suspected i n the 
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minds of Ueno, Kur i har a, and Yaraaguchi  as bei ng an "i nu", an 

i nformer for the FBI . Some rumors sai d he was a pai d agent 

of the FBI ; t hi s bel i ef was substant i ated, i t was rumored by 

hi s WDrk under the gui se of "documentary hi st or i an" far the 

War Rel ocat i on - authori ty. 

Tana lea fs pr e- eva cuat i on r ecor d al so f ol l owed hi m 

i nt o t he Manzanar  Cent er . Hi s t est i mony bef or e t he Tol an 

Congr ess i onal  Commi t t ee and al so st at ement s made under  sub-

poenae and oat h bef or e t he Tenney (L i t t l e Di es ) St at e Commi t t ee 

had cr eat ed f or  hi m an unsavor y r eput at i on among t hose who 

di sagr eed wi t h hi s poi nt  of  v i ew. Conf i nement  of  c i t i zens 

of  J apanese ancest r y behi nd bar bed wi r es had depr i ved hi m of  

wei ght  i n hi s ar gument s t hat  Amer i can- bor n shoul d al ways 

r egar d t hemsel ves as par t  of  t he Uni t ed St at es . Hi s poi nt  of  

vi ew was subj ect  t o der i s i ve comment  wi t hi n Manzanar  f r om t he 

out s et . 

Tanaka was never empl oyed by the P.B. I . ; he was 

never an i nformer for the J .3.1, wi t hi n the center ; he made 

no ef for t to conceal  hi s wi l l i ngness to cooperate wi th any and 

al l  governmental  agenci es i n matters of nat i onal  secur i t y; but 

he avoi ded del i ber at el y creat i ng the i mpressi on, as was the 

case wi t h Tokutaro ¿l ocum, that he had connect i ons wi t h the 

F .B. I . He had personal  acquai ntances among the agents of the 

L 0s n̂gel es F .B. I , and fr i ends made through newspaper work. 

Fi l es of the newspaper whi ch he edi ted were vol untar i l y sub© 

mi tted to the i ,0s Angel es Federal  EUreau of .i nvest i gat i on as one 

of the l ast ** pre- evacuati on acts of the Los Angel es J apanese 

Dai l y News. 
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Because he personal l y abhorred wi tch- hunt i ng, he 

vol unteered the opi ni on, when asked, that F .B. I , periodic 

vi si t s i nto a barbed- wi re- encl osed camp and smoothSrunning 

i nternal  admi ni st rat i on could not be reconciled. Ei ther one or 

the other woul d have to be sacr i f i ced. 

Thi s at t i t ude, however, he did not publ i ci ze or 

make known wi t hi n the center . 

Tanaka had no openl y host i l e enemies on his bl ibek. 

(36) Humors were, however, that several  fami l i es i n the Term-

i nal  ¿al and b l o o k b l amef l  hj j n p e r s o n a l l y f Q r t h e i n t 0 m a e n t Qf 

fathers of the f ami l i es. The Mmor s were never i nvest i gated 

because they were, to him, so obvi ousl y remote and fant ast i c. 

Tanaka had two personal  enemies i n J oe Kur i hara and Harry Ueno. 

He hi msel f had not consi dered them as ehemies nor l ooked upon 

them as potent i al  at tackers unt i l  af ter several  vi si t s to 

hi s barrack on bl ock 36 had been made by these two i ndi vi dual s. 

On sever al  of the occasi ons, these two men were accompanied by 

a thi rd man of unusual  appearance, bare of f eet , hi s hai r cut 

extremel y short , hi s pants rol l ed up to hi s knees- Hoi t su Tsuj i , 

On one occasi on, Ueno and ûr i hara admi tted that 

they had been out to "get " Tanaka and had mi ssed him by tta 

narrowest margi n. "A luci iy star was wfetching you that ni ght , 

Tanaka," they tol d hi m. 

The vi si t ended, however, wi th the shaki ng of hands 

al l  around. "We agree wi th your poi nt of vi ew, Tanaka; af ter 

al l , we've got to respect each ot her 's r i ght to di f f er , and even 

i f we don't thi nk you'r e doi ng the r i ght thi ng by mi sl eadi ng these 

young peopl e, we appreci ate your at t i tude and your wi l l i ngness 



Addenda (51- a) 

to tal k wi th us so f r ankl y." Kur i hara sai d, ft few weeks l ater 

he was readi ng of f Tanaka's name from the pl at form of block £2 

on a "death l i s t ". Hi oters surged around Tanakafs barrack 

short l y af ter war ds. 

- 50- 30 
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2 9 � Page 73�The J udi c i al  Commi t tee 

The exact  r o l e, f unct i on, and aut hor i t y of  t he J udi c i al  

Commi t tee wer e never  qui t e c l ear  in t he mi nds of  t he peopl e of  

Manzanar . Under  Pr oj ect  Di r ect or  Roy Nash, a boar d of  "l eadi ng 

c i t i zens " of  t he cent er  was appoi nt ed to s i t  as a j ur y, more or  l es s , 

i n hear i ng cases of  bot h c i v i l  and "cr i mi nal 11 nat ur e. I t s dut i es and 

j ur i sdi c t i on wer e never  di s t i nc t l y est abl i shed, ei t her  i n wr i t i ng or  

by pr ac t i se. Penal t y was met ed out  i n t he case of  young hoodl ums 

br ought  t o "t r i a l " bef or e t he Commi t tee by or der  of  t he Pr oj ect  

Di r ec t or . The const ant  changi ng of  t he per sonnel  of  t he Commi t tee 

may be at t r i but ed t o t he changi ng admi ni st r at i ons, t he undef i ned 

and somewhat  vague posi t i on i t  occupi ed, and al so t o t he f act  t hat  

i t s members were made compar at i vel y easy t ar get s of  t hr eat s and 

i nt i mi dat i on f r om t he !gans t er ' el ement  wi t hi n t he camp. Under  t he 

new pr oposed Communi ty Counci l  pl an of  gover nment  whi ch was t o have 

been set  up, t he J udi c i ar y , desi gned t o suppl ant  t he J udi c i al  Commi t t ee 

was empowered wi t h cer t ai n spec i f i c penal i zi ng power s. The char t er  

whi ch was t o have set  up t he Communi ty Counci l  was never  adopt ed. 

30. The "Sugar  Deal " 

The sugar  deal  becomes i mpor t ant  i n r el at i on t o t he i nt r a-

camp appeal  made by t he r i ot er s on December  6. The accusat i on ci r cul a-

t ed t hr oughout  Manzanar  on t hat  day by t he Kur i har a- Ueno- Yamaguchi  

gr oup t hat  "Ned Campbel l  and J oe Wi nchest er  have been st eal i ng our  

sugar " was an ef f ec t i ve l ever age i n neut r al i zi ng pr o- Admi ni st r at i on 

sent i ment  and wi nni ng pro- Ueno adher ent s. For  sevef al  weeks pr i or  t o 
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t he out br eak of  t he r i o t , smal l  meet i ngs had been or gani zed and hel d 

i n t he mess hal l s . I t  was common knowl edge t hr oughout  a l l  36 mess hal l s 

t hat  t he r at i on al l ot ment  on sugar  was 8 ounches per  per son per  week . 

Mess hal l  del i ver i es dur i ng Oct ober  and November  of  1942 wer e r epor t ed 

t o have been based on a 7- ounces per  per son per  week. Thi s was i n 

ef f ec t , i t  was announced by Chi ef  St ewar d Wi nchest er , t o bui l d up a 

sur pl us needed f or  use i n t he hospi t al , c h i l dr en's v i l l age. 

The sur pl us was bei ng st or ed i n one of  t he f ood war ehouses. 

The r umor  had been c i r cul at ed t hr oughout  camp t hat  "Ned Campbel l  was 

seen l oadi ng sacks of  sugar  i n hi s car  f r om t he war ehouse at  n i gh t . " 

The t r ut h of  t he r umor  was never  es t abl i shed; as a mat t er  of  f ac t , i t s 

sour ce was t r aced t o di scuss i ons i n whi ch Yoshi o Ueno was chi ef  r i ng-

l eader s . 

One of  t he f i r s t  publ i c i ssues r ai sed by t he newl y f or med Mess 

Hal l  Wor ker s Uni on, and one whi ch i t  t hor oughl y expl o i t ed was t he sugar  

s i t uat i on. Ueno, al ong wi t h f i ve or  s i x c l ose f o l l ower s , pai d numer ous 

cal l s on Wi nchest er  and Campbel l , demandi ng t hat  t he f u l l  al l ot ment  of  

8 ounches of  sugar  be di s t r i but ed t o t he mess hal l s . 

Addi t i onal  r umor s soon cr opped up. "Meat  i s al so bei ng s t o l en . " 

I n Oct ober , a Mr . Sasak i , bl ock l eader  of  35, who was empl oyed 

i n t he St ewar d's o f f i c e, was suddenl y r emoved f r om Manzanar  on shor t  

no t i c e. Xh He was sent  wi t h hi s f ami l y t o anot her  r el ocat i on cent er . 

The Ueno- Kur i har a- Yamaguchi  gr oup poi nt ed t o t hi s sudden r emoval  and 

s ai d: "Sasak i  knew t oo much about  t he sugar  s t ea l . " Ac t ual l y , how-

ever , c l ose nei ghbor s of  t he Sasaki s sai d t hat  cause of  t he r emoval  was 

f ear  by t he admi ni st r at i on t hat  domest i c and mar i t al  d i f f i c u l t i es i n 



Addenda -  Tanaka 50- a 

whi ch t he Sasak i s wer e known t o be embr oi l ed mi ght  f l ar e i nt o anot her  

t r agedy s i mi l ar  t o t he mur der - sui ci de t he pr evi ous mont h on t he same 

bl oc k . The Sasak i  case was s i mi l ar , i t  was poi nt ed out , i n t hat  i t  

was an i nc i pi ent  "t r i ang l e . " The best  sol ut i on woul d be t o r emove 

t he coupl e t o more f avor abl e sur r oundi ngs i n anot her  camp. 

What ever  t he t r ut h or  f a l s i t y of  t he numer ous r umor s and 

char ges t hat  f l ew about  t he camp r egar di ng t he "sugar  dea l , " i t  was 

pr et t y wel l  i mpl ant ed i n t he mi nds of  t he maj or i t y of  ol der  per sons 

at  Manzanar  t hat  "f ood i s bei ng t aken f r om t he evacuees by t he 

Caucasi an admi ni s t r at or s ." Thi s may be a t est i mony mt  t o t he success-

f u l  pr opaganda of  t he Ueno- Yamaguchi - Kur i har a gr oup, or  i t  may be t he 

l ogi cal  t hi ng t o expect  under  condi t i ons exi s t i ng wi t hi n t he conf i nes 

of  bar bed wi r es and wat cht ower s. 

Consequent l y, when t he December  6 r i ot  f l ar ed i nt o v i o l ence, 

i t  was not  d i f f i c u l t  f or  Ueno 's f ol l ower s t o s el l  t he Manzanar  

r es i dent s on t he l i ne: "Har r y Ueno i s bei ng made t he goat ; he i s 

bei ng f al s el y accused of  t he at t ack on F r ed Tayama. The admi ni st r a-

t i on i s us i ng t hi s as an excuse t o get  r i d of  hi m because he had t he 

cour age t o st and up and t el l  t hem t he t r u t h . " 

The added f ac t  t hat  T0m G. Tayama, a younger  br ot her  of  Fr ed 

Tayama, was t he chi ef  ass i s t ant  st ewar d under  J oseph Wi nchest er  con-

t r i but ed t o t he per sonal  el ement s whi ch compl i cat ed t he gener al  r i o t  

pi c t ur e. Tom Tayama was al so on t he r at i on boar d whi ch det er mi ned 

t he amount s t o be al l ot ed t o each of  t he mess hal l s . Ueno, i n t he 

mi dst  of  t he char ges over  sugar , i ns t i gat ed a movement  t o have Tayama 

oust ed f r om hi s pos i t i on. "I  don! t  t r ust  Tom Tayama any more t han I  
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do hi s br ot her  F r ed,'1 Ueno t o l d hi s own bl ock 22 mess hal l  f el l ow 

wor ker s , and t hus began openl y t o agi t at e f or  hi s r emoval , When Tom 

Tayama def ended t he Admi ni st r at i on and t he t r ut h of  t he statements 

i ssued by J oseph Wi nchest er  r egar di ng t he need f or  bui l di ng up t he 

sugar  sur pl us t o f eed t he chi l dr en of  t he or phanage as wel l  as t o 

meet  hospi t al  s uppl i es , Ueno f cst ant l y r ai sed t he cr y, "Whi t e man's 

st ooge 1" (Ket t oh no i nu ) . 

31. I s s ei  pl anni ng boar d 

Ther e was no I s s ei  pl anni ng boar d as such at  Manzanar  up t o 

t he t i me of  t he r i o t . However , t he bl ock l eader s counc i l , l at er  

r enamed t he Bl ock Manager s Counc i l , was f o r  al l  pr ac t i cal  pur poses, 

an I s s ei  pl anni ng boar d. The f ac t  al one t hat  t he spoken l anguage at  

most  of  t he meet i ngs was J apanese, i s a f a i r  i ndi cat i on of  t he 

domi nance of  t he ol der  f i r s t  gener at i on r es i dent s . 

Al s o , as event s devel oped t hr ough Oct ober  and N0vember , and 

, i t  became evi dent  t hat  t he l i kel i hood of  r el ocat i on was becomi ng 

br i ght er , t he I s s ei  assumed t he st at us of  "per manent  r es i dent s f or  

t he dur at i on" wi t hi n t he cent er s . By cont r as t , t he younger  second 

gener at i on began t hi nk i ng more i n t er ms of  r eset t l ement , of  "get t i ng 

out  of  t hi s . . . . p l ac e". Thi s meant  t hat  more i nt ense and l i vel y 

i nt er est  i n po l i t i c al  and ot her  af f ai r s cent er ed ar ound t he I s s e i . 

I n a sense "i nv i s i b l e gover rar i ent " exi s t ed i n t he f or m of  t he Ueno-

Kur i har a- Yamaguchi  f ac t i on; i t  was r u l e, more or  l es s , by coer ci on and 

i nt i mi dat i on. I t  was commonl y accept ed by t he mor e sober - t hi nki ng 

el der s t hat  t o t ake a par t i cul ar  pos i t i on on some i s sues , par t i cul ar l y 
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on such quest i ons as enl i st ment  i n t he Uni t ed St at es Army by t he 

n i s e i , was t o i nv i t e t hr eat s of  deat h and as s aul t . For  an i s sei  t o 

def end t he pos i t i on of  t he Amer i can- bor n J apanese as l oyal  c i t i zens 

of  t he Uni t ed St at es was an open i nv i t at i on t o be assaul t ed. Few 

i s s ei . par t i cul ar l y t hose wi t h f ami l i es , car ed t o t ake such a r i s k . 

Thus , t he maj or i t y of  subs t ant i al , gener al l y peace- l ovi ng and l aw-

abi di ng el ement s wer e t er r or i zed by t he l i kel i hood of  hoodl um assaul t s 

Fur t her mor e, t hey accept ed i t . Ther e was a f eel i ng and sense of  

f r us t r at i on and f ut i l i t y because i t  was gener al l y bel i eved t hat  t he 

Caucasi an admi ni st r at i on woul d not  pr ot ect  such i ndi v i dual s agai nst  

at t ack f r om wi t hi n t he camp. Fur t her mor e, i deo l ogi c al ] y , i ncent i ve 

t o r es i s t  t he ar gument s of  t he Ueno- Yamaguchi - Kur i har a gr oup does 

not , and never  wi l l , f l our i s h behi nd conf i nement  of  machi ne- gun-

manned wat cht ower s. 

32. Tanaka 

Per sonal  gr udges , a l ar ge accumul at i on of  t hem, pl ayed 

a cons i der abl e par t  i n t he s i ngl i ng out  of  i ndi v i dual s wi t hi n 

Manzanar  f or  pl aces on t he "deat h" and "bl ac k " l i s t  of  t he Dec-

ember  6 r i o t . Togo Tanaka was on t he "deat h l i s t " f or  a number  

of  r easons . Pr obabl y chi ef  among t hem, as was t he case wi t h ot her s 

on t he same l i s t , was t hat  he t oo was suspect ed i n t he mi nds of  

Ueno, Kur i har a, and Yamaguchi  as bei ng an "i nu", an i nf or mer  f or  

t he F BI . Some r umor s sai d he was a pai d agent  of  t he F BI ; t hi s 

bel i ef  was subs t ant i at ed, i t  was r umor ed by hi s wor k under  t he 

gui se of  "document ar y h i s t o r i an" f or  t he War  Rel ocat i on Aut hor i t y . 
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Tanaka's pr e- evacuat i on r ecor d, al so f ol l owed hi m i nt o t he 

Manzanar  Cent er . Hi s t est i mony bef or e t he Tol an Congr ess i onal  

Commi t t ee and al so st at ement s made under  subpoenae and oat h bef or e 

t he Tenney (L i t t l e Di es ) St at e Commi t t ee had cr eat ed f or  hi m an 

unsavor y r eput at i on among t hose who di sagr eed wi t h hi s poi nt  of  v i ew. 

Conf i nement  of  c i t i zens of  J apanese ancest r y behi nd bar bed wi r es had 

depr i ved hi m of  wei ght  i n hi s ar gument s t hat  Amer i can- bor n shoul d 

al ways r egar d t hemsel ves as par t  of  t he Uni t ed St at es . Hi s poi nt  

of  vi ew was subj ect  t o der i s i ve comment  wi t hi n Manzanar  f r om t he 

out set . 

Tanaka was never  empl oyed by t he F . B . I . � he was never  an 

i nf or mer  f or  t he F . B . I , wi t hi n t he cent er ; he made no ef f or t  t o 

conceal  hi s wi l l i ngness t o cooper at e wi t h any and al l  gover nment al  

agenc i es i n mat t er s of  nat i onal  s ec ur i t y ; but  he avoi ded del i ber at e-

l y c r eat i ng t he i mpr ess i on, as was t he case wi t h Tokut ar o Sl ocum, 

t hat  he had connect i ons wi t h t he P . B . I . He had per sonal  acquai nt ance 

among t he agent s of  t he Los Angel es P . B . I , and f r i ends made t hr ough 

newspaper  wor k. P i l es of  t he newspaper  whi ch he edi t ed wer e 

vo l unt ar i l y submi t t ed t o t he Los Angel es Feder al  Bur eau of  i nvest i ga-

t i on as one of  t he l ast  pr e- evacuat i on act s of  t he Los Angel es 

J apanese Dai l y News. 

Because he per sonal l y abhor r ed wi t ch- hunt i ng, he vol unt eer ed 

t he opi ni on, when asked, t hat  P . B . I , per i odi c v i s i t s i nt o a bar bed-

wi r e- encl osed camp and smoot h- r unni ng i nt er nal  admi ni st r at i on coul d 

not  be r econc i l ed. Ei t her  one or  t he ot her  woul d have t o be 

s ac r i f i c ed. 

Thi s at t i t ude, however , he di d not  publ i c i ze or  make known 

wi t hi n t he cent er . 
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Tanaka had no openl y hos t i l e enemi es on hi s bl oc k . 

(36) Rumors wer e, however , t hat  sever al  f ami l i es i n t he 

Ter mi nal  I s l and bl ock bl amed hi m per sonal l y f or  t he i nt er nment  

of  f at her s of  t he f ami l i es . The r umor s wer e never  i nvest i gat ed 

because t hey wer e, t o hi m, so obvi ousl y r emot e and f ant as t i c . 

Tanaka had two per sonal  enemi es i n J oe Kur i har a and Har r y 

Ueno. He hi msel f  had not  consi der ed t hem as enemi es nor  

l ooked upon t hem as pot ent i al  at t acker s unt i l  af t er  sever al  

v i s i t s t o hi s bar r ack on bl ock 36 had been made by t hese 

t wo i ndi v i dual s . On sever al  of  t he occas i ons , t hese two men 

wer e accompani ed by a t hi r d man of  unusual  appear ance, bar e 

of  f eet , hi s hai r  cut  ext r emel y shor t , hi s pant s r ol l ed up t o 

hi s knees- - Hoi t su T s u j i . 

On one occas i on, Ueno and Kur i har a admi t t ed t hat  t hey 

had been out  t o "get " Tanaka and had mi ssed hi m by t he 

nar r owest  mar gi n. "A l ucky s t ar  was wat chi ng you t hat  ni ght , 

Tanak a/ ' t hey t o l d hi m. 

The v i s i t  ended, however , wi t h t he shaki ng of  hands 

al l  ar ound. "We agr ee wi t h your  poi nt  of  v i ew, Tanaka.; af t er  

a l l , we've got  t o r espect  each ot her 's r i ght  t o d i f f e r , and 

even i f  we don't  t hi nk you'r e doi ng t he r i ght  t hi ng by mi s-

l eadi ng t hese young peopl e, we appr ec i at e your  at t i t ude and 

your  wi l l i ngness t o t al k wi t h us so f r ank l y .1' Kur i har a s ai d. 

A f ew weeks l at er  he was r eadi ng of f  Tanaka's name f r om t he 

pl at f or m of  bl ock 22 on a "deat h l i s t . " Ri ot er s sur ged ar ound 

Tanaka's bar r ack shor t l y af t er war ds . 

- 30- 30-


