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alia River Relocation Center 
Rivers, Pinal County 
Arizona 

G/O Mr. Eastbourne Smith 

August 22, 1942 
Dear Dr. Lowles-

Undoubtedly you are wondering why I have not written you 
sooner. Gila has given rise to a number of problems, the settl ing 
of which was necessary before any observations as to the lif e at 
the center could be begun. The trip down here is difficult, 
numerous delays being met with along the route. Because of 
army traffic I was obliged to stop over a day in Los Angele s 
and another in Phoenix. You will recall that I left Berkel ey 
on Monday, August 10. I did not arrive In Gila until the follow -
ing Thursday. I should more correctly say that I arrived in 
Goolldge, Arizona, which is a town some twenty odd miles f rom 
the center itself. By that evening, Mrs. Smith (Dr. Nan Cook , 
your foraer Yale pupil) had met me and introduced me to the rest 
of the administrative staff. Mr. Smith, the project dire ctor, 
was at that time in San Francisco, having been called ther e on 
WRA business. The staff at present consists of aides whose 
duties entail the various administrative tasks of manageme nt, 
welfare, housing, recreation, policing, and the like. In ad dition, 
of course, there is a medical staff, a labor representative from 
Farm Security Administration, and the various members of t he army 
corps. The former  group is the only one under the direction of 
Mr. Smith and the only one with which I shall have any direct 
contact. In my reports to you I shall mention in more detail 
the various duties and functions of the staff. I mention Mr s. 
Smith and her aides now because from the very moment of m y arrival 
I was made aware of some of the difficulties confronting t he 
field worker at this project. In fact, the first hitch in m y 
planned observations arose from the administration here. A lthough 
very kind and considerate, it was apparent that JXm*XK&XX &S2$ 
m m m & the staff viewed my arrival with some alarm, unquest ion-
ably fearing that I would merely offer them another problem . The 
difficulties of work here were explained to me immediately u pon 
my arrival. 

The Gila center is some six miles from the town of Sacato n 
where the Pima Indian Agency is located. Most of the staff , 
Including the Smiths, have to live in either Coolldge, twent y miles 
from Sacaton, or in Casa Grande, which is fifteen miles aw ay in 
another direction. No accommodations are available in eit her 
town except at prohibitive rates. It is impossible to liv e at 
Sacaton, since this is merely a post office, with perhaps one or 
two adobe houses in addition to the Indian Agency and School. 
The difficulty is that the center at Gila is not yet finish ed. 
Built to house 15,000 people in two adjoining camps, it is to b e 
noted that only one of these camps is as yet ready to hold any 
evacuees. The army began moving people In before adequa te quarters 
were prepared. The camp which Is prepared to house evacue es is 
the smaller one, designed for 5,000 people. This is the so -called 



Camp I. Apparently those who are in charge of resettlemen t on 
the ooast and in the San Francisco offices are having to fac e 
political pressures which demand the emptying of the assem bly 
centers as sson as possible* When I arrived, there were 6,700 
people in unfinished quarters designed for 5*000. Evacua tion 
and resettlement in the center here began July 20, hardly a month 
ago« The administration has been hard put to it to house the 
incoming people« At this writing there are 8,200 people in a 
space provided for 5,000 and that not completed. E very available 
space must be devoted to housing the wvacuees with the resul t 
that there is no space to house the administration« The staff 
offices are located temporarily at the Indian Agency offi ces but 
these must be vacated by the beginning of the Fall semester  in a 
few days« The staff has no quarters outside of the two towns 
I mentioned and no provision is made for feeding the staff wh ile 
at the center« unfortunately, the same restrictions will a pply 
to me« 

On the day after my arrival 1 visited the center« The 
crowded conditions are rather appalling« N© possibility o f 
any social or political developments could as yet arise« I h ad 
the opportunity to speak with Dr« K o m , the assistant projec t 
director on the subject of my remaining here« Both Dr« K o m a nd 
Mrs« Smith advised me to begin my work at some other center  and 
to return to Gila at some other time when conditions were mo re 
favorable for such work as we contemplate« Although X said a t 
the time that I preferred to remain and that I would cooperate 
in every way with the staff in charge, Dr« Korn definitel y stated 
that he %BBTXMX&X$ believed that X would be better off el sewhere« 
I accordingly telephoned Mrs« Thomas in Berkeley asking fo r her 
advice« Fortunately, she managed to clear with Mr« Coverley of 
the  MRA with the result that I was given a virtual carte blanche 
so far as remaining at the Gila center was concerned« The wo rk 
to be done in these early stages will undoubtedly be import ant 
inasmuch as the beginnings of the community will affect so ma rkedly 
its later development« The first church services were hel d here 
during the first weekend I was here« unfortunately, I was i ll at 
the time, the result probably of change of water and clima te, and 
was awaiting Dr« Thomas* reply to my telephone message« By  the 
17th X was well established, however, and had begun some obs ervation» 
and research« In accordance with ojir policy of cooperatin g with 
the  m<A administration I was asked last Tuesday to take a boy back 
to Fresno, California for services at the funeral of his m other who 
had died in the hospital there« I returned to Gila last nigh t 
after obtaining some excellent inforaatlon regarding cam p life 
and a case history of a representative rural Nisei« My fir st report 
on life at Gila will be in your hands shortly« I would sug gest 
that you criticize it and I shall appreciate suggestion s as to 
points which require fuller investigation in these preli minary 
matters  « 
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Because I expeet to outline more fully the situation at Gi la 
In this report I shall not duplicate the Information here. I 
have made a satisfactory settlement of my living problem a nd 
Dr. Thomas has agreed to send me adequate food. I am most gr ateful 
to her for her help in arranging the political details of my  stay 
here. Fortunately, I can  go sncL come as I please in the camp 
even though, the work of all Caucasians here is done under r ather 
adverse circumstances* Fortunately, XX3SMXX  X am able to live at 
the center and I am thankful to Mrs» Smith for providing me w ith 
an army eot. I shall describe in some detail all of Gila th at 
this early stage and few days will allow» I hope that you wil l 
bear with ma until I can write up the rather good case histo ry I 
obtained fro© the lad I escorted» 

This has been a moat hurried letter written with the hope that 
it will explain to you some of the problems here» 1 am sorry not 
to have written sooner but I hope that the following report will 
Justify my silence» 

Mrs» Smith wishes to be most kindly remembered to you. She 
and her husband have been most helpful and cooperative an d are 
very interested in the proposed plans of our study. As I s aid, 
it was Mrs» Smith's honest belief that more could be accompli shed 
by my visiting lianzanar or Tule Lake. I am however, so $lad that 
1 am able to remain here. 

Sincerely, 
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Gila River Relocation Center 
Rivers, Pinal County 
Arizona 

Sunday, August 23 o/o Mr. Eastbourne Smith 

Dear Earles-

Your good letter arrived the other day but unfortunately, I 
was not on hand to receive it. I have just returned from a tr ip 
to Fresno where I accompanied a chap to his mother's fune ral. The 
lady had died in a hospital in Fresno and I was asked if I wou ld 
take the ride back with him. By the time this letter reache s 
you you may be well oa your way down here so that the answers 
to your questions will be perhaps in vain. I should not be surp rised 
to see you in here any day now, although as you say, it may  be a 
month yet. If it is a month, you'll be lucky. After Augus t, the 
weather becomes perceptibly cooler. It's been pretty warm down. here 
to say the least. 

alia  consists of two camps one about four miles from the 
other. Camp  XI,  the one to which you will probably be assigned, 
is in a depression near a rather high butte. It's right out i n 
the middle of the desert, boy, so don't let the many rivers in 
the above address mislead you. There's plenty of water, ther e are 
difcches and the like, but there are no rivers. The Gila near by is 
altogether dry sine© the building of the Cooli%e  Dm a few years 
back. Gila is an attractive place but it's not finished. When y ou 
come, you must expect rather primitive conditions, things are 
running in hitches, not flowing smoothly as in your presen t camp. 
Of course, I know that the way things are there now it can not be 
called smoothly, but your physical comfort is undoubtedly g reater 
there than it will be here. As I said, it's hotter than the hinges 
of Hell at this point but now the nights are beginning to be c ooler 
and the rain clouds are floating past. The administration is tops. 
They're perfectly swell cooperative and sympathetic peopl e but it 
must be remembered that they are wording under the most diffi cult 
conditions what with evacuees coming in into uncompleted q uarters. 
That's something to consider when you come. Your baggage, by the 
way, can only be shipped if it is already declare* or under t he 
protection of the Federal Reserve Bank. It must be shipped as a 
unit. If an article Is in private storage, it can be sent for b ut 
at individual expense. The medical facilities are good but t he 
camp is now overcrowded. I suggest that you ask Dorothy about 
dysentery preventitives and about the questions of your bag gage} 
she can answer that better than I and I think that she is in a 
better position to find out for you. I had dysentery, so be sure 
to @»t some preventitives. It's the bad disease around her e and 
it's no Joke. Those used to a cold climate are particularly sus-
ceptible. 

I should say that you and Charley have a good chance of fittin g 
into the work you want here. After the camp Is full there will be 
a reshuffling of Jobs so that those with proper qualificatio ns can 
be properly placed. Right now, everything is on a temporar y basis. 
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I think that you and Charley should be setup® for fairly goo d 
Jobs in the lines that interest you. There is not a high degree 
©f educated people here so that anyone with qualification s such 
as you boys have should be in demand. When you first come you 
might consider anything you get remembering that there w ill be 
a change made. 1*11 see what I can do for you when 2X |psXX3flJfiSS 
you get here. At least I can offer some advice. 

Get all the light clothes you can. You've got to expect to 
sweat during the day and frequent changes are necessary . See that 
you have plenty of sheets. 

Remember, conditions are primitive. Social life is as yet at 
a minimum arid time may hang rather heavily. However, it is 
nice here in spite of the hardships and I think you know about 
what to expeot here anyway. At least there are  no horsestalls. 
It's difficult, it's a new experiment and I think that yo u'll 
make a good go of it especially If Charley can stomach a few 
Issei who have illusions of grandeur. 

TO Doris, Ben, Fred, Charley, and all my best hell®. Has 
Mitch gone to Postoa yet? When you cet a line on when you mig ht 
so let me know and I'll be looking for you. 0therw3.se when you 
get in ask any member of the administrative staff for me an d I 
think you'll find me. 

I'll be glad to answer anything else XXMmaSMfflXXtt. you 
might care to know. I've  hem in contact with Dorothy and she 
can  tell you probably as well as I what you may want to know. 
It's ft bit hard to describe the desert to you who have never s een 
or lived in it. You'll probably hate it at first but it grow s on 
you and I think you'll like it better and better as time goes o n. 
The troubel© our study has had at Tunforan sees so far away now. 

well, I'll be seeing you. 

As ever. 
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Gila River Relocation Center 
WRA 
Rivers, Final County-
Arizona 

August 26, 1942 

Dear Dr. Lowie«-

After long last I an able to send to you my promised 
report. I include in it only a suggestion of some of the 
doings at aila which 1 have observed. After you have read 
this report, I shall be Interested in knowing which items 
you think I ought particularly to emphasize. While I realize 
that all the information that I can get is important, it 
may be that I shall be in a position to stress one trait 
more than another, as, for example, the matter of gardens 
arid shrines connected with religious worship as against th e 
internal political development. 

In a short while I should be joined by our Japanese 
observers whom Mrs. Thomas has arranged to send to Gila. 
I have no doubt that they will make the problems confronting 
me a bit easier. There is a rather definite reluctance on the 
part of the Japanese here to answer questions. An air of 
tension is pervading the camp; I have an idea that things wi ll 
not always prodeed as peacefully as now. The general mood is 
one of marked dissatisfaction over the lack of preparation s. 
I hope that the opening of Camp U will somewhat relieve the 
situation. I shall try to keep in as close touch with ®ueh 
situations as I can. 

With regard to this reports I have tried to include in 
it a summary of the things I have seen at Gila without going 
into too much specific detail. I should be grateful to you 
for suggestions as to how you like these reports. Would yo u 
desire more detail and a different type of presentation? 
The case history follows, I know, a pretty stable biographi cal 
pattern. I realize that I should get more detail on Sam's 
daily life. I do think that Sam. is quite typical as a ty pe 
of rural Nisei. 

I shall appreciate your giving the enclosed copies to 
Mrs. Thomas for her files. I shall be glad to hear from you 
regarding this report. 



August 26, 1942 

De clX* Dorothy: 

Thank you very much for sending the package of G-alen B 
which arrived this morning. Although upon sampling, I f ound the 
stuff not at all to my taste, nevertheless if it will stop the 
acquiring of the bad disease and prevent dehydration, I can ask 
no more. So again, thank you. 

Sam and I got "back into Phoenix without mishap on Saturda y. 
We had no difficulty in getting back now that I have finall y 
learned the ropes of travel. Phoenix is a darned hard pla.ce t o 
get to. I found your letter explaining all that you had told  me 
when I returned. I shall be interested in knowing about your 
further adventures. Fryer is here today in Gila. At Mr. Smit h's 
suggestion I am staying out of his way. It ma$r fee that he wi ll 
not like my familiarity with the camp. Apparently all I neede d 
to do was to ingratiate myself to the administration by mak ing 
that jaunt back to California last week. They are now so conc erned 
over my well-being and I am treated like one of the staff. Mr. 
Smith has written JSZ to the San Francisco office for permis sion 
for me to drive a car as a kind of volunteer WRA employee. 
I think that's nice, don't you? 

I have been staying in the unfinished barrack at Gila since 
our return. Have been getting meals O.K. since I make it a poi nt 
to drive into Coolidge or Sacaton with the others when the y go 
in. I.Iy expense account is going to read a beautiful hodge- podge 
of Coolidge, Casa,Grande, Sacaton, Phoenix, etc. At least l have 
pla.ce to sta,y if not a pla.ce to eat. 

When I returned I began work on a report for Lowie. I 
included Sam's life history which I got in considerable d etail. 
I hope Lowie' likes it. I am sending Lowie copies of a report 
(slightly abridged and censored) and the life history. I include 
copies for you so Lowie will probably push them on to you. I 
wrote Lowie as you said. I thought it best not to mention the 
fact that I'd been in Berkeley. Lowie would have been quite hurt 
that I did not go to see him. In making up the report and in 
writing to Lowie I just left that part out and cut my trip off at 
Fresno. I think you'll agree that that was best. I was rather on 
tenterhooks escorting that Japanese all over the country. I hope 
I don't have to do anything like that again soon. 

By the way, Sam paid for the trip as you know. I refused to 
let him pay for the meals for XSX both as he wanted to. At least 
I could pay for my own meals. Now can I put that on the expen se 
account even though I was travelling primarily for the WRA? If. 
I can't it doesn't matter but they might think it queer that  I 
show Los Angeles, Fresno, etc. as places for stops and no tran s-
portation charges. What do you thiiik? 

I know you'll be interested in Sam's life history. I'll be gla d 
of any suggestions you might have regarding further life his tory 
studies and the report. Remember me to Virginia and Llorton a nd W.I. 

As Eve^ 
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August 30, 1942 

Dear Dorothy:-

Since my last letter to you a number of. things have come u p 
to which I should like answers from you as soon as possible. 
Yesterday I received the memorandum to field investigato rs which 
.you prepared. I gather that this has been prepared rathe r for 
Japanese field workers than the Caucasian, I will say, ho wever, 
that I have been following the procedure you outlined. In  your 
brief you remarked that you would supply stenographic as sistance 
wherever possible. Of all the various needs I can think of, my 
most pressing one is that of some stenographic help. For exam ple, 
it took me almost two days of steady typing to prepare the  report 
and case history which should now be in your possession. I reg ard 
these days as rather wasted from the standpoint of my own stu dy. 
I believe that I could cut that time in half if I were able to 
dictate and outline my reflections on various subjects to a 
capable secretary. There are a number of such in the cam p. On 
receiving your memorandum, I broached thp matter to  ;.:r,  Henderson, 
the head of the Division of Employment as to the hiring of su ch 
secretarial aid. There is no objection to such work by the J apan-
ese on the part of the administration. IIor will it be difficu lt 
to find a young woman who will undertake the jpb and treat su ch 
matters as I report in strict confidence. The rate of pay is 
already established to correspond with the same type of wo rk in 
the nearest large city. In this case the city in question wo uld 
be Phoenix. While I do not know what the girl would be paid a t 
this rate, it would fall either into an hourly or monthly cat egory* 
I leave the question of reimbursement up to you but I would  like 
an answer as soon as possible because so much is happening tha t 
I want to see. I hate to be burdened with the routine tasks of 
typing. There  is.  a girl here with training in the social sciences 
and  a s  well, excellent stenographic training, who should fill the 
bill not only as a secretary, but also as an observer. Ker A.B . 
was obtained at Mills last year. I wish you would tell me wh at 
you think and what plans I may make in this regard. Should yo u 
approve the hiring," and I feel certain that you will, wh at promises 
may I make to such a worker. If I should be able to get the gir l 
I mention above I rather think I should like to keep her as a 
field observer as well as a secretary. I should like to keep her 
as a regular employee of the study and to guarantee her a cer tain 
amount of continuous employment. Please let me know what s tand 
I can take. 

I am glad to see that Billingmeier is to be a part of the 
study. I wonder how he is making out up there. I hear many rumo rs 
about the situation at Tule Lake which apparently has n ot yet been 
alleviated. 

Yesterday I received"a letter from Sarle Yusa. I think I 
mentioned to you that he had written me asking about the sit uation 
here and  that"  I told him just about what he might expect. I learn 
that he and Charlie will be here at Gila next Wednesday, Sep tember 
2nd. I'll certainly be glad to see them. My report, I think, w ill 
h ve clarified the situation with regard to Gamps I and II , Earle 
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and Charlie will undoubtedly "be housed in Camp II, which, as 
you know, is about four miles away from Camp I where I liv e. 
Although I would like to have them nearer it is better that they 
do get dov/n to the other camp. In the two weeks I have been h ere 
Camp I, now that the overflow of population, and the like, h as 
been directed to Camp II, there have arisen numbers of devel op-
ments which indicate the direction the social trends are t o take. 
Camp II is XXIX still in the pioneering stage. All the awf ul 
problems that confronted Camp I are doubled in Camp II. ITor do 
I mean to convey that the situation is any better in Camp I. 
The battle with the weather, dust storms, and primitive c onditions 
still goes on. But the people here are more settled even th ough 
they are still living 5* 6, 7, or 8 in a room. There is more 
freedom no?/; the recreational and religious groups are beg inning 
to take hold and community life is beginning. This is not tr ue 
of Camp II where torn up streets, unfinished houses, insuf ficient 
water, gas and electric supply, etc. are repeating the dole ful 
experiences of Camp I. This is what Sarle and Charlie will h ave 
to face when they get here. Undoubtedly, they will have to live 
together. Large n mbers of people have to be crowded into sma ll 
quarters here as well. 3,000 are expected next week. I hop eto 
relegate to Sarle and Charlie the more routinetasks of obser vation, 
such as the internal developments in the block managerships , 
meetings of that kind and the like. I shall, I find, have to con-
cern myself with the situation in Camp I where I live. When ou r 
two observers arrive I shall tr2/ to center my interests mor e fully 
on the problems which are of greater interest to Lowie and me . 
You must understand, of course, that I shall not do this to the 
abandoning of observations on the political and economic  situation, 
but Sarle and Charlie will be in a far better position to see 
these developments than I, It's not so easy to attend the se meetings 
however unobtrusively. I may have mentioned that there is a f eeling 
of electric tension in the air. The Issei are strong here and they 
are dissatisfied. Something may happen at any time. There is a 
resentment against Caucasians, This, generally, is the si tuation 
that Sarle and Charlie will mefet. 'Sarle remarked in his letter 
that he has a number of friends here who should prove usefu l. 1 
hope to make these contacts through him. While I realize that 
the boys have their work pretty well cut out for them, neverth eless 
I do hope to be able to direct and comment on their efforts. Do 
you have any suggestions as to any specific work you want the m 
to do? 

Sarle rather naively asked that I save them some plywood an d 
scrap lumber. I'm afraid that he will be disappointed to fin d that 
there is no scrap lumber. Plywood cannot  be  used in this climate. 

I want to thank you for sending me the fruit juices and 
other fodd. I'll make a just division with the boys when they g et 
here. I think I'll keep a lion's share of the meat and cheese. 
They at least, will be fed regularly; I am not. At that, thou gh, 
I've been rather successful. Those on the staff have be come overly . 
dissatisfied with the situation with the result that I hav e been 
able to go with them to Sacaton, Coolidge, Casa Grande, Chand ler, 
Phoenix, and even Tucson, for "three ssjares". This, howe ver, is 
not at all dependable. Today, for example, we have not been a ble 
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to get out. Your help has been greatly appreciated. The cann ed 
goods arrived last night. I had a good deal of fun unpacking them. 
I am now rather used to the heat and the general situation. Being 
"better adjusted, I think that I can do "better work, thanks , I think, 
to the G-alen B add salt tablets. 

I am sending you some £ the activities reports to date. 
Only four have been published so far. This has been the only 
newspaper up to now. It is hoped that one can be started in th e 
nea? future. 

I'll be glad for an early answer to the questions above. 

Sincerely f 



GILA RIVISR RELOCATION AUTHORITY 
Rivers, Arizona 

September 10, 1942 

Dr. Dorothy Thomas 
207 Giannini Hall 
University of California 
Berkeley, California 

Dear Dorothy: 

A number of points have come up which merit immediate 
attention. I have saved a few of these issues until such tim e as 
I could bring them all together to present them all to you. H aving 
understood that you visited Tule Lake during the last week, I have 
been wondering just what disposition could be made of the fo llowing 
matters. In the first place I would like to thank Morton for hi s 
letters and the fact covering my July expense account. The l ast 
week through the several communications from you and from Morton 
notably the wire regarding Kikuchi's diaries, 1 checked with Ch- rley 
who told me that he sent only one copy of a diary from Tanfor an, 
this apDarently you have received. He is anxious that such d iaries 
as are in your possession be returned to him. He does h.ev e other 
information and'reports and is holding these until he ca n complete 
the notebook in hand. I realize that this matter was pressing but 
my silence should indicate that you had received the entire amount 
of Charley Ts work. 

I should mention perhaps that Sari and Charley came in 
last week as per schedule and that I was delegated by Mr. Smi th to 
meet them in the nearby town of Casa Grande. In a later report I 
hope in a section devoted to the housing process to discuss mo re 
fully the misadventures of cur two observers. I will say, ho wever, 
that'  Sari and Charley had a great deal of difficulty in getting a 
house and becoming acclimated here. The heat, the water, t he change 
of climate has succeeded in making every member of the Kikuch i and 
Yuss family Quite ill. Earl has been dom with the affliction 
common to the country and ran 104° fever. As the days go by how ever, 
they are getting more used to the rather adverse conditio ns here and 
I think there is little doubt that they will make a satisfac tory ad-
justment at Gila. You will probably be hearing from them soo n. I 
might mention that so far as their housing is concerned, I wa s able 
to arrange to put them "both in the larger of the two camps. U nfor-
tunately however, the housing situation is such that the y are 
virtually living together. When the Kikuchi family arrives  here 
enmasse,°I hm hoping that some arrangement can be worked o ut whereby 
they can be placed in different sections of the camp. Eithe r or both 
of them will"'probably write to you explaining the difficul ty which 
they face. 



Dr. Dorothy Thomas, September 10, 1942 — page  2 

By this  time you will probably  met  Dr. John F. Embree, 
whom you will remember as  an  Anthropologist  and  author  of  various 
books  and  articles on Japan. I  was under  the impression  that 
Dr.  Embree  had enlisted in  the  Navy and lent his technical knowledge 
to that "branch of the service. I do learn however, that he  has  been 
wo iking for the Bureau of Information in Washington and has l ately 
been  transferred to WRA. On his  way  to San Francisco he was able 
to stop at Gila for the better part of  last  week.  He was  most in-
terested in our study but being  a  rather  shy ana retiring soul, I 
could elicit little  help  or information from him. He obtained from 
me your address and said that he would call on you  when  located in 
San Francisco. I know that you will be most interested in mee ting 
him. 

In accordance with my last letter to you, I have gone 
ahead and  hired one, Miss Sachi Matsumoto, who is at the moment 
busily  engaged  in  taking down  this letter. Miss Matsumoto  realizes 
that  our committments must  as  yet  be  held in abeyance. However, I 
hope  to  make  use  of  her services as long as I remain here. I do 
hope  that she can be retained by us for further work along the lin es 
of our study. I wait more definite word from you with regar d to 
this matter. I might say that Miss Matsumoto was up to our exp ecta-
tions in every way. You will recall my last letter mentions  that 
she was  highly  recommended  by Mrs. Smith. 

I  am rather hopelessly lost in so far  as  my  expense 
account is concerned. I have absorbed the $16.10 you spent for 
groceries in my.account although this is easily done. Never theless_ 
the matter  of  expenses  for meals now has become exceedingly compli-
cated  and  I  have  attempted to straighten the thing out with  a.  certain 
degree of  accuracy. I  am wondering wh en you will want me to submit 
the current  expense  account. My work here is complicated  by  the 
fact  that  I have  had  to send my own typewirter out for repairs.  The 
Gila dust is  exceedingly damaging  to all typewriter?. I havenot as 
yet received the machine back from the repair people in Phoe nix. 
When I do, I was wondering if the bill for such  repair work  could be 
included on my expense account. I wi  sh  you would advise  me  when I 
can submit the account in question. 

I received from Morton itemized bills  for  purchases 
of various kinds of fruit juices.  As  yet I have not received these 
although I know that they are awating delivery from Phoenix .  When 
I do get them I will check aginst the itemized bills Morton s ent me 
and  see that  everything is  in  order ana will divide  between  Kikuchi 
and Yusa . The two bottles of Galen B. arrived early  last  week. I 
was able to provide both families with one, as well  as  with some 
Wheat  Germ.  As  I mentioned above nearly everyone of  the  Kikuchi and 
Yusa family  was taken  ill upon arrival here. It was all I could do 
to  get  them to  take their vitamins  as  you  as  you say Mrs. Yusa does 
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give some reason for worry due to her present condition. As mi ght 
be expected she offers the most difficulties of all whe n it comes to 
taking the prescribed medicines. I don't know whether you ha ve had 
the opportunity to meet Earl Ts wife, but if you did you will realize 
hew very much of a "baby-doll" type she is, (f>w complete ly she gets 
her own way and how thoroughly she dominates Sari. From the point 
of his study her reactions will be very more interesting t han his. 
A rather typical Nisei-in-law conflict has arisen^ -the d etails of 
which I will forward to you later. 

Ore rather interesting point has come up which might 
well deserve some consideration on your part. Both.Mr. S mith and Dr. 
Korn has suggested that in order for me to establish some  kind of of-
ficial standing with the WRA, it might be well for me to offer m y 
services to the WRA on a $1.00 a year basis. As I understa nd it, 
this has been done before with some success. In fact, there is al-
leged to be a number of téachers of Tule Lake who are working o n this 
basis. The advantages to be derived from such a move would be ob-
vious providing we could get the consent of the office in San F ran-
cisco. I have endeavored to cooperate with Mr. Smith and hi s as-
sociates in any number of ways. He believes that because of  this 
collaboration and because of his own interest in our work he re 
that some official connection might be to our advantage. H e is per-
fectly willing to write letters of recommendation to the ho me office. 
I wonder what you think of this proposed move. 

I hope that you and enjoyed your trip to Tule 
Lake'and I hone that the trouble that Tom described has now b lown 
over. Apparently it has, or I an sure you would not have conte mplated 
the trip. 

With regard to my own position here, events are progres-
si.,r as well as can be expected. The difficulties of meal s, adequate 
housings-staff are still to be faced. However, we have mana ged to 
make a/s^satisfactory adjustment* As I continue to spend t ime here I 
realize how much of this woik is still in its preliminary st ages. 
The matter of proper performance is adifficult one. So far as my own 
interests are concerned, namely in the Issei generation,  I have not 
found it an easy matter to break into any one of the number o f cliques 
and groups which are to be found here. Until Earl and Charle y came 
I attempted to devote as much time as J could to an analysis of the 
political situation as I saw it. Living.as, I do with the admi nistra-
tion I am able to see a good many of the problems of maladjust ment, of 
policy and the like which arise for this group. I shall co ntinue to 
report on administrative policy to the extent of my conta ct with them. 
It will be interesting to"know that the problems of milita ry control 
are growing more and more acute. Restrictions not yet in eff ect, have 
been issued for inter-camp travel, for military patrolling , of the 
boundaries and -possibly for censorship. If these things a?e put into 
stringent effect there is no doubt that conditions here will become 
intolerable for the inhabitants and the already incipien t' troubles 
will simpl^y boil over. At any rate the observations in  thqfcie: t days 
will be extremely  i rite re;  tin g. Please remember me to '.I., Virginia, 
Morton, and the rest of the staff. I hope to hear from you soo n. 
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Mr, Fred Hbshiyama 
Barrack 4 Apartment 18 
Tanforan Assembly Center 
San Bruno, California 

Dear Fred: 

Thank you for your recent letter, I realize how interested 
you are in the conditions in general of the situation down here, I 
have often regretted that you did not see your way clear to be re-
moved here. I hope that the Utah Project will hold as much pr omise 
as this one at Gila does. I hope that I will be able to come to vi sit 
you in Utah as soon as the bulk of the Tanforan people are moved out 
there. Such decisions, of course, will rest with Doroth y. But there 
is little doubt that I will be in Utah before the end of the y ear. 

I Image that you will be glad to be getting aî ay from the 
Assembly Center. I gather that in the month that I have bee n gone, 
the Bstrictions, army bigotry, and the like became rather intolerable. 
I am sure that your new life in the Relocation Center will be much 
less hampered and allow much moiB freedom of expression t han was pos-
sible in the temporary centers. 

As you know your colleagues arrived down here last week. 
Although at first much put out with the teat, the lack of completio n 
so far as the project was concerned, and the fact that the c amp was 
not as yet full, they have now become satisfactorily adjust ed and I 
am sure that they will find their places here to their own ad vantage. 
They both asked to be remembered to you and the rest of the st aff 
from Tanforan. 

As you know and have probably learned from Dorothy, condi-
tions here are not as yet pleasant as they mi$it be. As the h ot sum-
mer passes however, and the cooler months set in, as the peop le here 
become more adjusted tjj the new environment, there is l ittle doubt 
that Gila will be one  If  the more successful Relocation Cent  els.  I 
believe that you would have liked it here and be more qualif ied to 
cope with the rural Japnnese who constitute the bulk of the p opula-
tion here. Charlie faasyou mi$it imagine is rather at sea owing to 
his inability to speak Japanese. 

I have not as yet had the opportunity to contact your 
friend, Yerlin Yamamoto, when I do I shall let you know. I a m sure 
that he will be helpful to me if he is all that you say h e is. 

May I wish you and your family the best of luck in your 
new Center. Please remember me to the rest of the staff. 

Very truly yours, 
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September 13, 1942 

Dear Dorothy:-

Some rather difficult problems have arisen here within 
the last day or two. I was going to wire you about the difficul ties 
which we now face here but I think that this letter will do the 
trick sufficiently well. Mr. Smith has resigned as directo r at 
Gila. He and Mrs. Smith are returning to Albuquerque this week 
with the result that Gila is without a director. The result, a s 
you might imagine, is rather chaotic to say the least. Th e im-
plications of Mr. Smith*s resignation will, I»m afraid, be rather 
far reaching; it will affect the welfare not only of the evacu ees 
here, but also of our study. 

If I may begin at the beginning and go on from the point 
where I first heard about this matter, I'll be able to tell you 
all that I know so far. Mr. Henderson, chief of housing and 
employment, a very decent chap with whom I'm staying in the 
administrative barracks, so-called, drew me aside yesterd ay and 
informed me confidentially that Mr. Smith had seen fit t o resign 
for a number of reasons. The first of these, and I would thi nk 
the primary one for the resignation, was that of nervousne ss and 
ill-health. Still, the failure of the head office in San Fran cisco 
to cooperate and the increasing attempts of the army to make t his 
a concentration camp are perhaps of equal improtance. Mr. S mith 
has, as you know, been simply physically exhausted as the re sult 
of his thankless work here. The San Francisco office, as yo u also 
know, has always painted a rosy picture of conditions here an d 
has been inclined to pooh-pooh any descriptions of the hard ships 
faced not only by the evacuees but by the staff as well. So man y 
of the staff have been told that when they came to Gila th ey would 
find fully equipped living accommodations, with room servi ce and 
carefully prepared mess-hall food, served by suave, sil ent Orien-
tals. They were told that they would be able to bring their f amilies 
here and that everything was in readiness. Can you imagin e the 
chagrin of teachers, stenographers, engineers, surveyor s, etc. 
as they come from the outside fully prepared to move in and ea t 
their meals on the Gila reservation. Some have brought fami lies, 
others, cars, furniture, and other comforts. There is one small, 
unfinished building with no facilities in it in which thre e of us 
live. Mr. Smith of course, has had to gake the blame; the offi ce 
force of Caucasians and the teaching staff is being most un cooper-
ative. Naturally, this is only one of the problems which a rises 
out of the lack of cooperation on the part of the San Francisc o 
office. Another is in the matter of supplies and gettin g them to 
the center in time for use. Another is the fact that no effor t 
was made by the WRA to stop the influx of evacuees to an unfini shed 
camp in spite of Dillon Myer's promises to the contrary. Wel l, these 
pre examples which Henderson gave me and which I have observ ed. 
The matter of army control is a question which is becoming more 
disagreeable as each day passes. 

I think that we all believed that the army would leave the 
A to its own devices and that no effort would be made to curta il 
e movement of evacuees within the relocation area. As you kno w, 



a guard of military pfclice surveys the entrance to the rel ocation 
centers. I do not know how well defined their powers are, no r, in 
fact, does anyone else. Assumption of power "by them is ra ther 
arbitrary with the result that at any time they may declare an 
emergency and step in and assume full control. So far they h ave not 
done this but gradually they are usurping WR2 powers. You will now 
be aware that there are two camps, one four miles from the ot her. 
IVhy this should be so no one except the army knows. Inter-cam p 
ipravel was permissible until last week. Suddenly the comma nding 
/officer declared an emergency and stated that no inter-cam p travel 
I  would be permitted except to Japanese individuals who were author-
!iz.Qd to travel for work in the hospital, in trucking, or in simil ar 

tasks. Thus, in order to pass out from the limits of the camp i n 
which he resides, an individual must have a pass or suffer ar rest 
when he leaves camp. All agricultural workers must be acco mpanied 
by a C aucasian when working outside the camp in the fields.  Travel 
at night must be done in company with a Caucasian. I'm hop ing to 

/  obtain for you a copy of the military orders covering this situation« 
The military threatens censorship. There is little d oubt in the 
minds of the staff here that this will be put into effect. No  one 
knows why these sudden restrictions should be put into eff ect. 
There has been no trouble here such as that at Tule Lake or in the 
various assembly centers. The impression is one of a keg of dyna-
mite. The Japanese here are going to be goaded too far. They have 
s-till to face the overcrowded conditions, insufficient fo od, and 
unfinished quarters. It is my belief, and this has been expre ssed 
by Mr. Smith as well, that trouble is about to beg in. And so 
Mr. Smith and Mrs. Smith have resigned from government serv ice 
altogether» By doing so, Mr. Smith forfeits his S.C.S. posi tion 
as well. 

I have attempted a number of times to present to you my 
views of the administration. I told you how perfectly swell Mr. 
and Mrs. Smith were regarding my aims here and how interested 
they were in our whole study. Mr. Smith as you know has given m e 
free run of the project and I am treated as a member of the st aff. 
Now, however, Mr. Smith is going. Fryer is down here as actin g 
director. He is definitely opposed to my working here and tol d 
Mrs. Smith so although I have not as yet met him personally . I 
asked Mrs. Smith just what she thought of my chances here now . 
She told me quite frankly that it might be best if I were to dr op 
out of sight for a while as long as Fryer is here. He will be h ere 
for more than a month. There is the question of naming a succe ssor 
for Smith. Who that will be I don Tt know. Dr. Lew Korn may be the  ̂  
man, although his position is now too insecure to be able to predict 
anything. It may be a minion of Fryer's. Korn, being such a  good 
friend of the Smith's, is rumored also to be thinking of re signing. 
I should not be surprised if he were to do so. He too is ver y^much 
disgusted with the situation. I believe that it will be best if I 
just hang on here as unobtrusively a s possible until I am a sked to 
leave. Mrs. Smith thinks that might be soon. I'm afraid that  the 
day of helpful cooperation with the administration is over . I wonder 
how it will all turn out. Many of the administration are thin king 
of leaving also. If they do, I pity the evacuees. 

So, if I should suddenly turn up in Berkeley don't be surpri sed. 
Mrs. Smith says that Fryer is definitely annoyed by our st udy here. 



Alan Blaisdall dropped in yesterday, all fired up abou t the 
student relocation problems and attempting to get the mat ters 
of university extension made available for the student gr oup here. 
Fryer apparently, asked him to go and come back some oth er time 
because such things as stu4ent relocation and the accomp anying 
survey it would entail are still luxuries at Gila» Charl ie and 
I had a little opportunity to talk w ith him and hoped for mo re 
but he was apparently shuffled off back to Phoenix. He said t hat 
he had seen you last week« 

As I mentioned in my last letter, I am most confused as to 
what you want me to do about my expense account. It doesn f t seem 
fair that I should charge my meals to you even though I am not 
settled and have to run about the country» I would eat at hom e 
anyway. However, in accordance with Miss what's-her-name  ' s  (Lind?) 
instructions, I have kept track of expenses thus far. I wa nt to 
thank you for sending the fruit juices and the like to us he re. 
They are most welcome and I do think that they have kept us from 
the bad disease for some time. Sarle was stubborn and didn't  like 
Galen B so he suffered. His wife does n't like it either and has 
to be cajoled. Threats of miscarriage, however, are usual ly suf-
ficient. Mrs. Yusa simply amazes me» I have never met a Jap anese 
girl who was so outspoken, so spoiled, or so possessive of he r man. 
Her demonstrative actions toward her husband af»e causing  consider-
able unfavorable comment among the older and younger peop le alike. 

At the dedication of the Buddhist church today I met a 
George Matsura who turned out to be the Lowie ! s former houseboy. 
Dr. Lowie will be most interested, I know, and I do hope to ob tain 
considerable information from the boy» 

As I told you I went ahead on the secretarial work» I reall y 
need some kind of assista nee of that kind. I have used the gi rl 
for several letters and from my notes I am dictating another 
report. If, however, the thing doesn't pan out, the young l ady 
understands that she must be dropped. I can pay her for iaer services 
myself if necessary. I shall forward her statement as soon as soon 
as she recovers from the prevalent disease - oh, yes, she h as it, 
too» 

I hope tha$r our financial position can be settled soon» M y 
hands are rather tied since I don't know what I can do about 
informants or people who can help me in some way or another. T he 
secretary is one problem, an ait1st is another. For drawin gs I 
can enlist the talents of Emiko Kikuchi at whatever price y ou think 
fair. Then, too, we ought to have other observers here. I should 
like to hire some on the same basis as Kikuchi and Yusa if this w ere 
possible. I wish you could tie those Columbia people down» 

That's all for now. Remember that I'm treading on thin ice 
and that my position here is most precarious. Wish me luck. I'm 
working on another report which I may or may not send. If I d o 
have to return, I'll need a few days in which to write up all my 
Gila notes. I'll have to see how things pan out. My best to 
everyone. 

Y ours, 
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Gila WRA Relocation Center 
Rivers, Arizona 

September 13, 1942 

Dr. R. E. Lowie 
Depa rtraent of Anthropology 
University of California 
Berkeley, California 

Dear Dr. Lowie : 

I have completed a rather lengthy letter to Mrs. Thomas 
in which I outlined a number of the rather startling changes 
which have suddenly taken place here at Gila. Fortunate ly, my 
work here at Gila has been progressing rather well and I hav e 
been able to observe a good deal of the Japanese ways of life 
even under these rather adverse and overcrowded circumst ances. 
Up until now, as you remarked in your recent letter, I ha ve 
met with the heartiest cooperation from Mr. and Mrs. Smith 
and the rest of their staff. 

Unfortunately however, Mr. Smith has seen fit to resign 
his position as director of the Gila project. The failure of 
a politically minded central office to cooperate with the 
practical needs of the staff here as well as increased milit ary 
control have combined to make Mr. Smith a bitterly disappo inted 
man. These factors, plus his own ill health, have necessita ted 
his resignation and his return to Albuquerque. Mr. Smith has 
been replaced temporarily by Mr. Fryer, his superior from t he 
regional office. Unfortunately, Mr. Fryer has for reason s of 
his own, opposed our study from the beginning and has objecte d 
to observers being placed in the various relocation centers . 
Mrs. Smith informs me that the changed situation may caus e me 
to have to leave my work here for at least as long as Mr. Fryer 
is in charge. I hope that this will not bo so but I am told that 
Mr. Fryer has been most outspoken in M s disapproval of our 
project. The change v/hich is about to occur will have rather 
far reaching effects on administrative policy. I doubt v ery 
much if another administrator will have Mr, and Mrs. Smith' s 
benevolence and understanding. I regret very much losing so 
pleasant an association. In the main, Mr, Smith ha s been 
popular with the evacuees. A changed administrative staff , 
coupled with stricter military control may arouse a state of 
riot in a community which up until now has been peaceful and 
cooperative however hard the life may have been to bear. 

Naturally, I shall keep you and Mrs. Thomas informed 
as to my prospects here. I hope that they will be favorable . 

Today, at the dedication of the Buddhist church in Gamp 
I, I was asked to drive a number of priests from the second 
camp. With them, and acting as interpreter, was a young m an 
who turned out to be your former houseboy, George  Mat  sura. 
We were both delighted to see each other. I look forward t o 
a number of pleasant conversations with George in the near 
future. I urged him to communicate with you, knowing of your 
interest in him. 
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I am In tho midst of preparing a second report 
which should be in your hands shortly, I shall hold 
it, however* If my temporary return to Berkeley may 
become necessary. I hope that I can iron out tho 
difficulties with Mr, Fryer, 

In tho last few days we have had several visitors, 
Dr, John F, Embree visited us for a few days last week, 
I was most interested in hearing of his experiences with 
the Japanese in his own field work. He is now a member of 
the WRA staff and  V/GS on his way to San Francisco when he 
s topped by here, lie said that he would pay you a visit; 
perhaps he has already done so, Mr, Blalsdell of the 
InternetIonal House was here yesterday. He is, as you 
perhaps know, temporarily employed by the WRA as one 
of the coordinators of the student relocation program. 
He hoped to make available to students here sorre of the 
university extension work. Unfortunately, conditions ar e 
not yet ripe for this kind of work. Every student of colleg e 
age and training ic busily at work to make the camps 
habitable. Mr, Fryer asked Mr, Blaisdell to return at a 
later time. 

As I say, I shall keep you informed by letter or 
report, of the events of the next few days. 

My best wishes to everyone in the department. 

Very truly yours, 



September 20, 1942 

Dear Dorothy: 

I received your two letters earlier this week. Naturally, 
they have given rae a great deal to think about and I hope t o 
clarify some of these matters with you now even though I h ave "been 
rather sorely tempted to phone you and more satisfactorily discuss 
them with you. With regard to your letters then: 

I don ! t envy $rou the grief and difficulty over the Elkus 
donation. I hope "by this tine that these matters are clea red up. 
I took the liberty of discussing your letters with Earle and Charlie. 
When they were informed that they both would receive $62.50 per month 
they were rather upset. Both believe that you will now expec t a 
f ar greater output from them than they have hitherto contrib uted. 
While I realize that Earle has contributed little thus far, C harlie 
on the other hand, has given us a great deal, or at least so I t hink. 
As you say, getting information from Earle is like pulling te eth but 
there is no doubt that the boy can deliver when he wants to. The 
problem is getting him to do so. Charlie is greatly perturbed . He 
does not want the money and is anxious only to make his futu re in 
this and similar studies. He regards the work and the possi bility of 
vehicles for publication as a very great privilege and does not feel 
that he honestly can take that much money. In fact, he does no t want 
any at all. I have tried to persuade him that you want to p ay him that 
much, that he is really valuable to us and that on his retur n to 
a normal life he might have a rather considerable nest-egg.  It doesn't 
seem much use though. Charlie believes that he will be busy w ith his 
work 48 hours a week and that he justly cannot contribute t he time to 
the study to warrant paying him that much. Earle, on the othe r hand, 
is not so idealistic; he is less reluctant to take that amou nt of 
money and is rather egged on by his wife who sees in the pot ential 
savings a release to the outside after the baby comes. She dr eads the 
summer heat of next year. I gave Charlie a card to sign for th e Amer-
ican Trust Co checking account. Earle already had a checking account 
and wants the money to be placed in it directly. More specifi c instr-
uctions and comments will undoubtedly be forthcoming fr om both of them. 

You have, I see, allowed me three assistants at $750 per yea r 
each. Earle and Charlie are two and Miss Matsumoto the thir d. I think 
that this will be adequate. However, regarding Miss Mat sumoto: Sachi 
is a bit hesitant about accepting our offer as assistant . As I told 
you her background is secretarial and business administra tion. She is 
a very bright little gal and has definite potentialities for our 
study. There are one or two things about her which I did not k now 
when she was suggested to me as an assistant and secretary. He r daytime 
is all taken up with secretarial work. She has been secrea try for Mrs. 
Smith who has been in charge of Community Welfare, Stude nt Relocation, 
and Repatriation. For this reason whe is in an excellent p osition to 
handle a social study since social maladjustments of all k inds are 
directed to Mrs. Smith's office. However, the job keeps her v ery busy 
often ten to eleven hours a day. It is difficult for her th en to come 
to my a ssis tance as a secretary. I have been waiting for h er to get 
to a report of mine which she has not as yet gound time to do. S he 
came to me the other day and rather hesitantly suggested t hat she had 
really little available time. At first it was understood t hat she would 
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have had some time for me but with the growth of the Community Wel-
fare Division she has really no time a t all. I have had to re lease 
he from working with me. In the past few days, since your let ters 
came, I have had no opportunity to speak with her. She has no t yet 
heard about your new offer. Now that Mrs. Smith, to whom sh e was 
devoted, has left, it may be that her work will slacken up a b it 
and I may be able to interest her more in something of this so rt. 
If I cannot, however, I shall have to let her go. In this case I 
can send a bill for the work she has done for me so far. I t hink that 
she is also a little afraid of doing this kind of work for wh ich she 
has no background. My contention is that I would rather h ave someone 
with an untrained and untrammeled point of view whose freshn ess and 
naivete ̂might make for interesting study. Certainly, the gal is in 
a position to get information. I wonder if I could'hire her for say, 
4(531 .25  and allow the remainder to someone else. Sachi, Earle and 
Charlie all live in Camp II. I should like an observer placed in Camp 
I. This area has been covered solely by me. Moreover, it isn't easy 
to get people»s confidence yet, although by now I am reall y beginning 
to get acquainted with several groups of p,eople and am fialling'into 
tne routine of their social life. Charlie and Earle have help ed immense-
ly. Regarding Sachi then, I should like a free hand as to her d is-
postiion. If I can arrange it, I should like to interest h er further 
and hire her at a $375 rate and having her counterpart in Cam p I at 
the same rate. I may be able to do this. I should like to get girls 
if I could. 

All this I would rather hold for a few days. I see that you ha ve 
allowed me an a dditional 250 for small honoraria, I wonder i f that 
will be enough. It may be from my point of view that I 111 need more. 
Here's the point: I realize that the University cannot hire  aliens 
but nevertheless, my primary interest is in the alien gro up. Before 
Mrs. Smith left she introduced me to an elderly gentleman, Mr. Miura, 
to whom I explained the aims of our study. Miura is an Is sei, of 
noble Japanese family and a man of wealth. Ee is a graduate of  Waseda , 
and has had additional training in economics and busines s at Chicago 
and Northwestern. Eis English is fluent but bad. Ee underst ands fully 
what our aims are and is greatly interested. He has written a novel 
in English about evacuation and the assembly centers. Ee was quick to 
appreciate our socio-anthropological interests. Ee has invited me to 
tea tomorrow and is having a number of Issei gentlemen, i ncluding 
several Buddhist priests over to see me and talk with me. All of them 
he s ays are most interested. He believes that we have a we apon in 
our hands which will help the Japanese when the war is over /I think 
that Mr. Miura will be most valuable to me. With Mr. Muira 5E C interested 
I think that I have an entree into his social group compo sed of Issei 
intellectuals and quite strong in this camp. I have made no  promises 
nor committments. I want to see Mr. Miura 1s novel. If it is a worth 
while document I should like to incorporate it into my own stu dy. In 
this case money is not important. Miura has enough and is no t apparently 
interested in recompense. Nevertheless, I should like to retain him 
as an observer on the case-history m x m basis which you ment ioned. 
Depending on the success of tomorrow's conclave, I shall p in him down 
more specifically. It may be that he will contribute regul ar written 
reports; he seemed interested in doing so. Mrs. Smith and I b oth feel 
that Miura is a man of integrity and good judgement. Ee has be en most 
nelpiul to the administration as a leader. 
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A number of problems like this one are going to arise if I hav e 
my way. In this case I may need funds to back me up. Whether I c an 
use more than $250 or dispense with one observer and divide this 
money between several is a question I leave up to you. In addi tion, 
I should like to drawings and the like mad3 for me and should l ike 
to offer adequate remuneration for them. Emiko Kikuchi  ? nd George 
Matsura,  Lowie' s  houseboy, are both very talented along that line. 

Speaking of drawings, the newspaper has come out and has bee n 
published already in two issues. It is capably handled by the  Tulare 
group. In it are to be published a series of drawings of the  camp, 
showing the rather unfinished state of things. What do you w ant me 
to do about the newspaper? I can secure copies and forward t hem to 
you but I suggest that I place you on the mailing list. I talke d 
with the circulation department and was told that some bra nches of 
the University of California were already on the list. Doe s that 
include out? study? 

I should like to return as soon as I can get lined up with 
Fryer. Ke will be here six weeks until he can groom a success or to 
Smith. As yet I have not had the opportunity to meet him alth ough 
I have seen him around. He was very much annoyed on learning of my 
presence here so Mrs. Smith told me. Eoth she and Mr. Smith w ent to 
the trouble of telling him how cooperative I had been. H e s eemed 
somewhat assuaged, she said. As you know, he was Navajo admi nistrator 
and therefore must have had his hair full of women like Glady s 
Reichard, Ruth Bunzel, and Ruth Underbill. I don Tt blame him for 
disliking some of those nosey anthropologists. Apparently if I can 
convince him that I am interested in helping out, he will be cooperative 
too. I don ! t think that we 111 have as much difficulty as I first 
thought« I volunteered to help out in Mrs, Smith 1s place beginning 
tomorrowuntil Landward, her successor, returns from annua l leave. 
Mrs. Smith told him about it and he seemed pleased. I shall mee t 
him tomorrow when he comes to inspect the various offices . I shall be 
sure to offer my services in any capacity. In addition, I hop e to 
do as &o as good a job ad I can with Mrs. Smith 1 s  job for the few-
days I will hold it. This done, and Fryer less busy, I thin k I will 
have the opportunity to a ssure us of freedom of action here. Fryer 
has been most busy up to now. With assurance that I can return  I 
will leave here sometime before the first. I want very mu ch to see 
you and to talk these matters over with you in detail. 

I should further like a little time in Berkeley to write up the 
notes I have collected so far. As you know, I have no plac e where I 
can really go to be alone and write up this information. I am s imply 
staying in a barn and with the exception of Sunday I have no p lace 
to sit to write anything. This is still not the essiest lif e and X 
there are still no accomodations for the staff and any g uests. The 
administrative mess may open in a few weeks. It is now promise d for 
the first but it was promised for the fifteenth. I do think that by 
next month the place will be considerably more habitable. 

You mention that I might stop off at Manzanar end Poston on m y 
return journey. I ! m willing to do so but I shall need another advance 
on travel. I can manage a straight trip but not a delayed o ne. As 
you will perhaps be aware, income tax installments were due  on the 
fifteenth of this month. Will you send me more details of this 
proposed trip? 
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Or did you mean that I might stop off at these centers 
when I return from Berkeley? 

I received Sakoda's comments on my case history. I have gone 
over them all very carefully and even at the risk of appea ring 
unscientific I cannot consider any of them valid except" for the 
suggestions for further work. I based my line of questioning Sam 
on those works of Japanese social organization vfhieh I had read. 
I  re  checked with Sam as to accuracy. While I do not wish it to be 
said of me that I cannot take criticism, nevertheless I re sented 
pretty much the superior tone of Sakoda*s comments. 

I hope to have an©ther case history for you soon. Landward 
accompanied a chap to Los Angeles and has promised to wr ite up the 
information he obtained for us. ̂Landward is one of Soroki nf s stiidents 
and also hopes to get a thesis out of his WRA work here. 

Charlie showed me a letter from Ben Iljima. We are not clea r 
as to what you will do with the Tanforsn kids after they have gone 
to Delta. Are you going to have spot observers at Utah or are  you 
gx±H3pd£E going to terminate Hayashi, Hoshiyama, and Iij ima? 

This week we were visited by Davis McEntire and Prof. Wm. 
Hopkins of Stanford. McEntire is still here and will be wh ile 
arrangements for cotton picking on the outeide are in the of fing. 
I have considerable material on that which will interest you . 
Hopkins asked the question (they had both just come from Po ston) 
"Who the hell is Leighton?" They are wondering and so am I why 
a Navy lieutenant in full uniform should be wandering aroun d in 
a relocation- center and why, if he's a medico, is he doing a so cial 
study. I am frankly troubled by Tsuchiyama ! s lack of response. 
I don't like the idea of her divided loyalties. Why hasn't s he 
written to me? 

You are perhaps wondering whgrt I am doing with Kikuchi and Yusa. 
We have had a number of talks and I have decided that the best thing 
to do is to divide the work between them. I got Chsrlie lined u p with 
Mrs. Smith before she left and he is being used as a social wor ker. 
For this reason I think it best that he continue to work alon e as he 
will se various phas es of camp life which will be of value to  us. 
These he can record in his diary or rather, along with it, a nd also 
in special reports. He is working and seemingly likes it he re although 
he thinks the people too Japanesy. Earle is more of a problem;  He said 
he v/anted to teach so I introduced him to the right people and got 
him a work order for Jr. Hi teaching (7th grade) he cannot q ualify 
for high school. I wanted him to get into teacher training w hich 
can be worked out toward his incompleted A.B. But he didn't  like 
teaching so he quit. It's going to be more difficult to get h im placed 
again in something he might like. He doesn't know what he wa nts to do. 
He wants to get into the cooperative set-up and I think it c an SX 
be arranged. With regard to his research, a s you say he h as to be 
driven. Charlie knows what he wants and goes after it. Ear le however, 
has to be given a definite problem to work on. I am keepi ng him more 
closely with me and have set him to work ferreting out inform ation 
pertinent to Lowie's and my interests. In other words, I s hall keep 
him more closely allied with my anthropological interests. HK I have 
arranged discussions with him regarding Japanese culture and have given 
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him a number of things to read. He is pretty well imbued with 
his mother f s sense of Japanese propriety. He is more of a Japanese 
than he realizes and I hopeto bring out the information that he is 
in a position to get» His wife bothers me. Always crying for a ttention, 
refusing to let him out of her sight, she is definitely, I think, 
a hindrance to him. So I think I'll let Charlie go his own wa y; he 
knows what he is doing, but Earle needs guidance. Sarle i s well now, 
although he sfctill will not take wheat germ or Galen B. 

I see that you have allowed me §900 for travelling. I think 
that ought to be adequate although it will depend on where yo u went 
me to go and how often. The expense of feeding me will be al leviated 
when an a dMnistrative mess is set up here. I have include d my 
expense account with this letter. It is accurate except for the $16«10 
which you put out for food for us. When I am reimbursed, I shall 
turn that amount over to you - is that correct? I included th e $16.10 
in meals which I did not eat. I hope the account is O.K. This will 
probably be the most expensive trip. I should spend less  from now on 
now that I know the ropes of getting around in this area. Ho wever, 
we can discuss aLl this when I return. 

I have included other odds and ends with this writing. There a re 
reports, notes, minutes of a meeting, nearly all self-expl anatory. 
I wish tlat you would examine them and then stick them in the Gila 
file. I'll discuss them with you when I return. Actually I h ave 
hardly any place to keep them. 

,  My.  best to everyone. I hope to hear from you again soon. 

Yours, 



ITEMIZED EXPENSE ACCOUNT - Evacuation and Resettlement Stu dy 
Robert P. Spencer 

Received from Comptroller's Office, $75.00 on August 10, 1 942 

August 10, 1942 
$•05 

.05 Phone Calls, Berkeley, Calif. 
18.10 Fare and pullman to Los Angeles (Sc. vouchers) 

1.46 Dinner - Train 
8/11/42 .87 Breakfast - Train 

1.18 Lunch - Train 
7.05 T rain fare to Phoenix, Arizona from Los Angeles, 

Calif. (Voucher) 
1.32 Dinner - Train 

8/12/42 .88 Breakfast - Train 
.96 Lunch - Phoenix, Ariz. 

1.15 Bus fare - Phoenix to Florence, Arizona (Voucher) 
.85 Cab fare - Phoenix, Ariz. (Essential to move 

b&ggage from Southern Pacific Depot to 
Greyhound Bud Depot) 

.50 Dinner - Florence Internment Camp, Ariz. 
1.00 Lodging, Florence Internment Camp (No voucher 

available because permission to remain in the 
Florence Internment Camp was granted through the 
consideration of the Commanding Officer.) 

8/13/42 .50 Breakfast, Florence Internment Camp 
.50 Lunch, Florence Internment Camp 
.87 Dinner, Coolidge Arizona 
2.04 Lodging, San Carlos Hotel, Coolidge, Ariz. (Voucher) 

8/14/42 .40 Breakfast, Coolidge, Arizona 
.52 Lunch, Coolidge, Arizona 

1.15 Dinner, Coolidge, Arizona 
2.04 Lodging, San Carlos Hotel, Coolidge Arizona (  11  ) 

8/14/42 1.15 Fare, Greyhound Bus Lines from Coolidge to Pho enix, 
. . Arizona 

8/15/42 .45 Breakfast, Phoenix, Ariz. 
•65 Lunch, Phoenix, Ariz. 

.95 Dinner, Phoenix, Ariz» 
8/14/42 and 8/15/42 

3.06 Lodging, Jefferson Hotel, Phoenix Arizona (Voucher) 
8/16/42 .40 Breakfast, Phoenix, Ariz. 

1.15 Transportation to Coolidge, Ariz. Greyhound Lines 
.60 Lunch, Coolidge, Ariz. 
.95 Dinner (Coolidge, Ariz.) 

1*25 Hotel, Coolidge, Ariz. (Voucher) 
8/LS/42 .40 Breakfast, Coolidge, Ariz. 

.60 Lunch, Coolidge, Ariz. 

.30 P hone Call to Gila Relocation Center to Mr. L. 
Korn, Asst. Project Director, re. transportation 
to Sacaton, Ariz. 

.85 Dinner, Cool dge, Ariz. 
8/18/42 .40 Breakfast, Coolidge, Ariz. 

• 50  Lunch, Sacaton, Ariz. 
.80 Dinner, Coolidge, Ariz. 

2.04 Hotel, Coolidge, Ariz. (Sc. Voucher) 
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August 19 to August 22, 1942 - Authorized travel for the 
War Relocation Authority« A cooperative measure suggeste d 
in accordance with the aims of the Evacuation and Resettle -
ment Study, Expenses except meals covered at personal 
cost to Japanes e evacuee travelling for personal reaso ns 

8/19/42 
and accompanied "by myself. 

8/19/42 .52 Breakfast - Train 8/19/42 
.82 Lunch - Train 

8/20/42 
1.03 Dinner, Fresno, California 

8/20/42 .40 Breakfast, Fresno, California 8/20/42 
1.13 Dinner, TrsL n 

8/21/42 .40 Breakfast, Los Angeles, California 8/21/42 
.88 Lunch, Train 

8/22/42 
1.26 Dinner - T rain 

8/22/42 .40 Breakfast, Phoenix, Arizona 8/22/42 
.65 Lunch, Phoenix, Arizona 

8/23/42 
.80 Dinner, Casa Grande, Arizona 

8/23/42 .35 Breakfast, Sacaton, Ariz. 8/23/42 
.50 Lunch, Sacaton, Ariz. 

8/24/42 
.85 Dinner, Sacaton, Arizona 

8/24/42 .20 Breakfast, Sacaton, Ariz. 8/24/42 
.45 Lunch, Coolidge, Ariz. 

8/25/42 
»88 Dinner, Casa Grande, Ariz. 

8/25/42 .40 Breakfast, Casa Grande, Ariz. 
.61 Lunch, Sacaton, Ariz. 

8/26/42 
.93 Dinner, Casa Grande, Ariz. 

8/26/42 .32 Breakfast, Sacaton, Ariz. 8/26/42 
.45 Lunch, Casa Grande, Ariz. 

8/27/42 
1.10 Dinner, Tucson, Arizona 

8/27/42 .39 Breakfast, Sacaton, Ariz. 8/27/42 
.48 Lunch, Sacaton, Ariz. 

8/28/42 
.93 Dinner, Casa Grande, Ariz. 

8/28/42 .41 Breakfast, Casa Grande, Ariz; 8/28/42 
.63 Lunch, Coolidge, Ariz. 

8/29/42 
.98 Dinner, Casa Grande, Ariz. 

8/29/42 .48 Breakfast, Folrence, Ariz. 8/29/42 
.51 Lunch, Sacaton, Ariz. 

8/30/42 
.88 Dinner, Casa Grande, Ariz. 

8/30/42 .62 Breakfast, Casa Grande, Ariz. 8/30/42 
.51 Lunch, Coolidge, Ariz. 

8/31/42 
1.03 Dinner, Casa Grande, Ariz. 

8/31/42 .48 Breakfast, Sacaton, Ariz. 8/31/42 
.62 Lunch, Sacaton, Ariz. 

9/1/42 
1.03 Dinner, Casa Grande, Ariz. 

9/1/42 .48 Breakfast, Sacaton, Ariz. 9/1/42 
.56 Lunch, Sacaton, Ariz. 

9/2/42 
1.03 Dinner, Casa Grande, Ariz. 

9/2/42 .39 Breakfast, Sacaton, Ariz. 9/2/42 
.56 Lunch, Sacaton, Ariz. 

9/3/42 
1.03 Dinner, Casa CJrande, Ariz. 

9/3/42 .26 Breakfast, Sacaton, Ariz. 

9/4/42 
1.03 Dinner, Casa Grande, Ariz. 

9/4/42 .33 Breakfast, Sacaton, Ariz. 
.62 Lunch, Casa Grande, Ariz. 

9/5/42 
.22 Dinner, Sacaton, A riz. 

9/5/42 .14 Breakfast, Sacaton, Ariz. 



# 

9/5/42 

9/6/42 
9/7/42 

9/8/42 

9/9/42 

9/10/42 

9/11/42 

9/12/42 

9/15/42 

9/ 14/ 42 

9/15/42 

9/16/42 

9/17/42 

9/18/42 
9/19/42 

.27 

.76 
1.15 

•23 
.44 
883 
.29 
.37 
.944 
.23 
.58 
.77 
.31 
.41 
.91 
.33 
.41. 
. 88 
.12 
333 
.75 
.23 
.97 
.29 
.45 
.83 
.27 
.64 
.91 
.27 
.33 

1.03 
.22 

.49 
.95 
.82 .28 

.91 

Lunch, Sacaton, Ariz. 
Dinner, Casa Grande, Ariz. 
Dinner, Casa Grande, Ariz. 
Breakfast, Sacaton, Ariz. 
Lunch, Sacaton, Ariz. 
Dinner, Casa Grande, Ariz. 
Breakfast, Sacaton, Ariz. 
Lunch, Sacaton, Ariz. 
Dinner, Casa Grande  ,  Ariz. 
Breakfast, Sacaton, Ariz. 
Lunch, Phoehix, Ariz. 
Dinner, Casa Grande, Ariz. 
Breakfast, Sacaton, Ariz. 
Lunch, Sacaton, Ariz. 
Dinner, Casa Grande, '-
F,T»A«Vf  £ st - >°,isf»i3tnr> -
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September 27, 1942 

Dear Dorothy 

You will be glad to know that I have been able to 
establish cordial relationships with Fryer and that I now f eel 
more or less free to reenter G-ila at any time. Dr. Korn ask ed 
me if I would mind assuming a little responsibility for the 
WRA after Mrs. Smith had left. For this past week I have been 
acting as community welfare counseller and have had some 
excellent opportunities t6 talk with large numbers of pe ople 
over their respective problems. If Fryer is not appreciative 
for the time I gave the WRA all this week, Dr. Korn certainly 
island I'm certain of his support / even if Fryer should prove 
difficult,-frHifofiwcfr- I don't think that he will be ina smuch as 
he and I are now quite friendly. I maintain however, that Fryer 
is a perfect heel and I think that you will agree with me w hen 
I talk with you regarding his various actions here. I doubt 
very much if I shall encounter any difficulties with regard to 
Fryer when I return. 

There are so many things I want to mention to you in 
detail and I am therefore anxious to return for a visit not 
only to clarify the position of my informants here, but also 
to get work done which it is impossible for me to do here. 
Naturally, I shall get a promise from Korn and Fryer that I mg c 
return before I leave. As I say, I do not anticipate any 
problem in that respect. So I guess I'm free to go. Rather th an 
go into details now about the financial and observer situat ion 
I should prefer to repeat on those matters when I return. 

You would like me to accompany you to Tule Lake, I see. 
I should very much like to do so. You needn't worry about my 
driving. I am perfectly able to drive long distances witho ut 
tiring and should be glad to do it. I do not know exactly when 
you wish to go but inasmuch as you have appointments over th e 
8th to 15th I suggest that we go before or after this time. If 
you wish I can return by Wednesday of this week, Thursday  will 
be the 1st, and we could leave over nest week-end. I have g iven 
the matter some serious consideration and recommend the above 
only if you wish to go in any hurry. I should really like a few 
days here before giving notice of leaving to the many friend s 
I have made here. In fact, before your letter arrived I was 
really planning to leave toward the end of this week. Possi bly 
we could leave before the 8th and return on that day or we coul d 
go after the 15th. I don't know; I wish you would advise m e 
as quickly as you can about the plans you have in mind. 

While I dislike doing so I would like to take advantage 
of your offer of a personal loan to get me back to Berkeley. 
I'm down to my last flO and that won't last very long. $25 
should however, be ample. If you will send that to me I'll b e 
most grateful and be able to return when I receive it. I'd like 
your reflections on the above matters as well as a note on y our 
Tule Lake plans. 
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Things are pretty quiet here and other than the problems 
of our study there is little out of the ordinary. Fryer has 
taken over with some success but the consensus of the admin is-
trative staff is that this will be short lived. Rather tha n 
write about these matters now it will be more satisfactory if 
we can discuss them when I return. 

I guess that's all I wanted to say now. I 111 be glad to 
hear from you very soon about my return. 

My best to everyone. 

Yours, 



October IO, 1942 

Dear Fred: 

By this time you will have received word from Dorothy 
as to my temporary return to Berkeley. Now that Charley and 
Earle are down at Gila I felt free to return for a time and 
to write up the material which I had collected there. Before 
-Leaving, I received your very welcome letter advising me  of 
the problems confronting you and other evacuees at Topaz. 
Believe me, I can sympathize with you and with all of the 
Japanese. It seems to me a shameful thing that these great 
masses of people must be forcibly removed from places°wher e 
they are fairly well settled and made to put up with conditio ns 
such as you describe and with which X am already familiar 
as the result of  m$ my stay in the Southwest. The pattern 
of overcrowded conditions, of arid lands with extremes of 
weather, and forced mass migration is already so familiar to 
me. Our administration at Gila, like yours at Top az is of 
the best, but political maneuverings, harsh army orders, and 
the like seem to tie the hands of the most capable adm"nis 
trator. X have enjoyed reading your letter even though I 
regard the news it conveys as definitely bad. I hope that 
we may have more of the same. 

The Thomases and 1 have just returned from Tule Lake 
where we spent the bulk of this week. We left in fact, lust 
as soon as I returned from Gila. The trip was most enjoyable 
even though X think that Tule Lake compares most unfavora bly 
with the Gila site. I have formed a definite attachment for 
Gila and at the risk of offending you, 1*11 maintain that 
Gila is tops projects, bad housing conditions and all. 
Of course, I have not as yet seen Topaz nor met any of the 
aomnistrative staff. Perhaps I should reserve my judgemen t 
until then. We hope that I will be able to visit all of the 
projects in the western area and Topaz will be on my visit 
ing list some one of these days. 

We learned yesterday on our return from Tule Lake that 
it is quite possible that you will not be at Topaz when I 
visit there. While I will be sorry you are going away never-
£neless, I am so glad that this scholastic opportunity ha s 
opened up for you. I want to wish you the very best of eve ry-
thing in your new life in the east and I know how well you 
will do in your new university. Please accept my congratul -
ations and my heartiest good wishes. You deserve everyth ing 
good that is coming to you. All of us will be so glad to hear 
from you when you get "outside*. 

X expect to be spending the next few weeks here in Ber-
keley attending to the matter of writing up my Gila material. 
L-uring this time I hope also to go into the matter of read ing 
the various reports and records which have already been tu rned 
in. I realize that you will now be too busy with your own 
work in your chosen field to carry on research along the line s 

St i? dy# 1 8 a s l t s h o u l d b e l of  up are so glad 
that you have this opportunity. There are however, a few 
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points which I would like to raise in regard to the matter 
of the material which you have already submitted, partic ul-
arly in regard to your own autobiography. I have just read 
that document with considerable interest and I should like 
to compliment you on the detail with which you approached 
the matter. I realize that such reports as this are of a 
personal nature and yet it is essential that we get them 
in order to facilitate our understanding of the problems 
at hand. There are a few supplementary statements which 
I would like to see. 1 know that you will be very busy from 
now on and that it will oftentimes be difficult for you 
to put some of these facts down on paper. Therefore I ask 

ou for replies to the following comments of my own only 
f it is convenient for you to give them. The following 

points occurred to me, remembering that my point of view 
is that of an anthropologist, as I read your papers 

With regard to your fathers 
I notice that you stats that even as a young man your 

father did not drink or smoke. Was this because he was a 
Christian? If so, I should be interested in knowing some 
of the details of his or his family's conversion. 

You state that he entered a farm partnership. How was 
this done? Was it on the basis of the tanomoshl or kumi-ai? 
With whom 35&E& was he associated in partnership and on wha t 
basis did he select his partners? Was it a kenjlnkal arrang e-
ment. 

How friendly was he with Mrs. Abiko inasmuch as he sent 
her to Japan as baishakunin. If 1 recall, she went as baishak unin 
for a group of men who desired wives from Japan. What are the 
details of the role which she played in arranging the marr iage? 
Was a dowry involved in the marriage suit. Where did your 
mother stay before her marriage? Who effected the introd uctions 
between your parents? Were there other baishakunin? Was the 
wedding Christian? Was there a festival of some kind in 
the marriage? 

What was the Loan Association of that day? 
Who were your parents friends and what part did they 

play in your parents 1 social life? 

Your mother? 
In your own formative years, what was your mother's 

stand on religious activities? To what religion did she sub -
scribe. 

He funerals. There was one brother stillborn and another 
sister who died as a child. What was the funeral service? Who 
arranged it, how was it paid for, and what Japanese attitud es 
and ceremonies characterized it? Was there burial or crema tion? 
What part did religion play in your family funerals? What pa rt 
did the friends, neighbors, or kenjinkai play? 

Under what circumstances did Mrs. Abiko arrange another 
marriage for your mother. Was she approached by Mr. Furuhata ? 
How was this marriage solemnized? Were there any festivit ies? 
Any dowry or dowry substitute? 



Why, In later years, did you and your mother clash? Were 
these disagreements occasioned by differences in cultur e pattern 
and thinking? How were they characterized? What is your own 
attitude in this respect? 

Stepfatheri 
How did Mr. Furuhata become a Christian? Under what cir-

cumstances had he married previously? Did he attempt to jus tify 
his divorce from his first wife on Christian grounds? How we ll 
did he adjust himself after his divorce? 

Y ourselfj 
I 111 admit, Fred, that the above may put me somewhat in * 

the light of a busybody. I think that you understand, howev er, 
that this is not at all my purpose in asking the  -  questions I 
do. If I can get some of these Issei backgrounds, that of yo ur 
own family included, I think that I will be able to analyze 
and compare more carefully the Issei documents I have alr eady 
collected. The matter of religion is one which interests me 
very much especially in regard to con-
version to Christianity. That is why I stress this matte r and 
it Is one which a person such as you should be well qualifie d 
to answer. I am interested in the whole of the religious lif e 
of you, your parents, and of any others whom you know whose 
attitudes are similar and whose religious practises are the 
same. For example, how was conversion to Christianity effec ted? 
Who were the missionaries concerned? Of what Protestant se ct 
are they representative? Hhat part does religion play in t he 
life of the individual, your own, your mother's, father's, 
and step-father's? What is the goal of your religion? How 
much of your social life is concerned with religious activi ty 
both in the centers and in pre-evacuation days? How is Chri s-
tianity brought into the daily life of the individual in crisis? 
How would y ou get married when you do? What about baptism, 
funerals? What about Christian doctrines? Do you or does  T OU T 

family ever doubt? 

I think from the above that you see pretty well what I 
have in mind. I certainly will appreciate it if you can sit -
down for a moment and work out the above. Don't do it ho wever, 
if it should be difficult for you or press on your time. 

Again, Fred, my best wishes. May God bless the path you 
have chosen to follow. 

Y ours sincerely, 
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October 5, 1942 

Dear Mr. Miurat 

Enclosed you will find the amount for the check which/ 
you asked me to cash. I ho-se that this will arrive conven-
iently for you. 

As I told you, 2 plan to go to Tule Lake with Or. Thomas 
and we will be leaving tomorrow for a short stay of a week. 
I expect to he seeing James Sekeda and J will extend your 
regards to hlsu After ay return, I shall be engaged in writi ng 
up the notes I have already collected at Gila. I shall probabl y 
return to Arizona about November 1. 

I investigated the milter of a typewriter for you. I will 
b© able to get on© for about $30#00. I wonder if that will be 
satisfactory for you. J am somewhat in doubt as to whether you 
want a portable or a standard desk slse model machine. I wish 
that you would advise me. Apparently, I can get either, ilr. 
Hikida also asked me about the purchase of a typewriter for 
him and I would be obliged to you if, when you see him, you 
would ask him the same question. In my opinion, the desk mo del 
would be more practical. Used machines run at the above pri ce 
pretty generally. I shall appreciate your advice and will act 
when I receive instructions from you. 

While talking with Dr. Thomas today  1  was able to show 
her the copy of the Issei diary which you so kindly lent me' . 
She is most interested and will go over this material w ith me 
in detail while 2 am here. 

At the moment Gila seems far away. Life is so different 
here and the peace of our camp is so far removed from the 
war torn feelings out here on the coast. I shall be glad to 
return to Gila. 

Please extend my warmest regards  to  Mrs. Miura and  to 
my other friends at Gila. I shall look forward to hearing fro m 
you soon. 

Very sincerely yours, 



207 Giannini Hall 
Berkeley» California 

October 9, 1942 

Dear Mies Hurley*-

This will be just a brief note to tell you how sorry I am not  to 

have been able to see you on my last day at Gila* I received a wire 

calling me back to Berkeley and I missed the opportunity of sa ying 

goodbyes to many of my flila Friends, yourself inoluded. I hope t hat 

you will forgive me* 

As yet I have not yet had the opportunity to look up Marian* In 

faot, I have been here in Berkeley only one day really beca use I spent 

the week at Tule Lake* You will be sorry to hear that I w as unab le 

to meet any of the medical staff . Our stay was limited and I was obliged 

to spend nearly all my time with my Japanese observers* Tul e Lake 

was interesting but not nearly so nice as our own Gila. I foun d that 

whole country rather depressing and having none of the charm  of the 

Arizona desert country. I returned earlier today and as soo n as I am 

settled» I shall lie sure to give Marian a buss. 

The university plans to send me baok to Gila within a month and 

I look forward to seeing you all again then. 

Please remember me to all. Again» I am sorry that I missed yo u* 

Sincerely, 

Robert Spencer 



November 15, 1942 

Dear  tir* Giurai-

I con Inde e: rKLad to learn from you that ??oo d and better 
thi are going on at Gila. It is rood to know that the 
office;!  of the staff r.re nor aderiate and that you and 
Landward are getting on so well. Please re&e&bor <ie  to 
Landward  when you nee him. 

I nn most anxious to return to alia and io continu® 
with ny werfe: there. In the meantime, I am busily concerned 
with writUif uu the material which I collected during ay 
two  m o n t i i f f 9 'ßtoy»  If thin-s panale fco progress as a&oothly 
as uo »int 11 now, I shall bave written up sy material soon 
and be able to -iwvir in tne ironth. atur-i 
administrative policy  J  s  of considerable  lui sortance  la  ̂
wrlt.1rr- tip the effects of iiy life at lia  ••  "&  '.¿.vâ  -J 1— ̂ , 
complete*. a lengthy report of  «t.  confidential nature In iroen 
I outlined V-e woririn a of the ad&i^strativa  « -  , 
to out a action "on the g uoraX ¿att :\C  í • :?e  ¿n tne 
center, store pertinent to my o s an  tintolo, ;i&al  interests• 

•-ou iti '-»e lad to know taai I abl  . -•  ^urehsse a 
typewriter for vou* I as-;ree thai a desk :odel wlli >e t̂ e 
aere useful* J iaelM* with fehl» letter a W I or aalt fit 
the T nought you an wnde^iood, a .notisi recons.unxctea 
so as to ^ivn «vreod service even tho-v ifc  act so w o n 
frrn the eoirt ol" view o£ appoararue  •  As /( « ŝso, I 

"'or it.» PMa le»«vea you. a  tu Lan.»  of i w ft 1?® 
w? loh vou sent me.  ttrfcrtua  :-fcely # I to ̂ofce 

tiie machine to Sen franc le co in order to ̂ et it wrapped tor 
shlpoinf. Î w I q take it with iùo when J x- .am "0 zia .ait. 
X 'mV'^Jd t J a-ali have loo nue!" birlarte. I s.¿all 
sena you the 'er Ian ce oí tue chance <vhou : uve- paie the urap ping 
and mailing costa. 

ï roncier how er. -'Iii a and Ir. -m io ere rneVinz ort 
in their writing for /U you knou, I ^ te worfe 
âoinrç some kind o.;' report toi*. I ax, topina to  ? rrsn^e the ma^er 
of checks for »oon. I'll a ^ r o ^ t e it if you iill, '-sen 
yoa see them, give soma vrorú of  mi 1 J raeê ca.,-. 

Flea se reír ember -o afcy many friends at ,4 ila. 1 ara 
sorry trat ou miss me oven though It is  r  eoe to tnow 
that 1 ara missed* 

Ver;.:' truly yours, 
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Expense account 

Robert F, Spencer September 20, 1942 to October 9, 1942 

September 20, 1942 
Breakfast, Sacaton, Arizona .38 
Lunch, Sacaton .49 
Dinner, Casa Grande, Arizona .88 
September 21, 1942 
Breakfast, Sacaton ,28 
Lunch, Sacaton ,42 
Dinner, Casa Grande .76 
September 22, 1942 
Breakfast, Sacaton .31 
Lunch, Sacaton .41 
Dinner, Casa Grande .72 
September 23, 1942 
Breakfast, Sacaton ,27 
Lunch, Sacaton  _  ,39 
Dinner, Casa Grande ,89 
September 24, 1942 
Breakfast, Sacaton ,17 
Lunch, Sacaton , ,35 
Dinner, Casa Grande ,77 
September 25, 1942 
Breakfast, Sacaton ,31 
Lunch, Sacaton „ ,44 
Dinner, Casa Grand© ,82 
September 26, 1942 
Breakfast, Sacaton ,31 
Lunch,-Sacaton ,47 
Dinner, Coolidge ,88 
September 27, 1942 
Breakfast, Casa Grande ,42 
Dinner, Casa Grande 1,10 
September 28, 1942 
Breakfast, Sacaton ,11 
Lunch, Sacaton, ,37 
Dinner, Casa Grande ,77 
September 29, 1942 
Breakfast, Sacaton ,23 
Lunch, Sacaton ,42 
Dinner, Casa Grande .88 
September 30, 1942 
Breakfast, Sacaton ,30 
Lunch, Casa Grande ,47 
Dinner, Oasa Grande «94 

October 2, 1942 
Lunch, Coolidge, Arizona »47 
Greyhound Bus, Coolidge to Phoenix, Arizona 1,15 
Dinner, Phoenix, Ariz,  v  1,13 
Taxi, Greyhound Bus Station to Southern Pacific 

Railroad Station. This was necessary in order 
to transport heavy pieces of baggage a distance 
of more than a mile, ,80 

Train, (S.P.) Phoenix, Ariz, to Los Angeles, Cal, 7,05 



Expense Account, R. P. Spencer - 2 

October 5, 1942 
Breakfast, Train to Lös Angeles .87 
Lunch, Train 1*13 
Dinner, Los Angeles, Calif.  .97 
Railroad fare, Los Angeles to San Francisco, Cal. 5.65 
October 4, 1942 
Breakfast, Train to San Francisco  .97 

October 6, 1942 
Carquinez Bridge Fare [ 
Lunch, Vacaville, Calif. 
Dinner, Redding, Calif. 
Hotel, Dunsmuir, Calif. 
October 7, 1942 
Breakfast, Dunsmuir 
Lunch, Tule Lake 
Dinner, Tule Lake, Calif. 
Hotel, Klamath Falls, Oregon 
October 8, 1942 
Breakfast, Klamath Falls, Ore. 
Garage, storage for university ear, Klamath Falls 
Lunch, Tule Lake, Calif. 
Dinner. Bumey. Calif. 

Hotel, Redding. Calif. 
October 9, 1942 
Breakfast, Redding 
Garage, Redding, Storage for university car 
Lunch, Woodland, Calif. 
Fare, Carquinez Bridge 

.25 
1.13 
1.25 
1.75 

.70 

.50 

.50 
1.75 

.65 

.50 

.60 

.90 

2.50 

/ I 

/
 1 

i 

� /  I  



October 18, 1942 

Dear Charley: 

Dorothy and the rest of us have been so concerned 
over your father's Illness. I am sure that a good rest 
and proper nodical care will see your father well on his 
way to recovery but I know what hectic days these must be 
for you and your family. As you probably know, we first 
became of your father's condition from an Item in the 
Gila paper which stated that Alice had been given a travel 
permit to San Luis Obispo* Our efforts to contact Alice 
there 7are unsuccessful and we could get no information 
from the hospital. We were quite worried uver one family 
problem which must have arisen. I wired Landward for 
information as to your family 1e welfare and your father's 
condition. Unfortunately, John didn't answer; either h e 
didn't get the wire or was away at the time. 1 wired 
Henderson yesterday and get an answer today. I learn that 
your father will be ill for a while but that recovery is 
certain» Naturally, there wouldn't be much that we could 
do but all of us are certainly eager to help you in any 
way that we can. 

T l t h this in mind, I wish you would consider the matter 
of what we can do. I am going back to Gila in about two 
weeks. On the way down I'11 3top at San Luis if you want me 
to and look in on your father. At least, I can Give you a 
first hand report as to his condition and how he is asking 
out.  Vo you think it over and see what you want me to do. 

I wonder what Landward is doing that he shouldn't have 
answered my telegram. I was worried over that but I am glad 
that I got" such a prompt reply from Fenderson. Perhaps the 
wire to Landward was delayed. How is John rutins out? I 
thought perhaps that he had gone to Salt Lake to get his 
wife. 

How are you making out otherwise? I see that you have a 
double apartment. That's good. 

Are you checking with Mr. Okuno and Hikida? I have 
been wondering what kind of material they 3re turning out 
for me. I hope it's worth the twenty bucks X promised them. 

Have heard from Sarle but he offers nothing startling. 
The circu stances surrounding Yeaton' s resignation, he say s, 
are mysterious, hlle not  surprised,  I am curious. 
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Earle said t at Henderson had "been acting as project 
director during Fryer*8 absence. I hope that this Is n&ica tive 
of a trend. TouLdn't it be swell if Jack could get in as 
director. 3an you get Sarle off the dime? ihc material he's 
contributing is so sparse. I arranged for ycu to get a 
typewritten copy of your own excellent material* Frankly, 
Dorothy has nothing but praise for it. Keep it up. 

We went to Tule Lake last week and met up with the 
Tale Lake whirlwinds whom you know. I didn't like the pla ce; 
it's horribly desolate and har nothing of  tie color of Gila. 
From all that I hear, you are best off where you are. 

Remember me to the kids and tho rest of the family whom 
I have not as yet mot. I'll be glad to be getting back. I 
do hope that things are working out for you. Let me know 
about the above and what I can do for you while bore in 
California. 

Best regards fror all. 

i 



October 18 # 1942 

Dear Jack: 

Many thanks for letting us know about the Kikuchi 
situation. Dr. Thomas arid 1 were quite worried about 
Charlie's father and the effect of his illness on the 
family, e're awfully glad to know that he is going to 
be 0. K. He's apparently an old man, a diabetic anyway, 
and we were in considerable doubt that he would pull 
through* ou have succeeded considerably in :atting our 
minds at re.?t. 

I was wondering if I would hear from you in bail Francisco. 
I guess that you were there during the week that I Trent fcc 
Tvie Lake. I hope that you were successful In getting ¿he 
family down to alia and that you are now all settled in the 
spacious (?) administrative barracks replete with Hotel 3. 
furnishings* tftill bettor that anything tet. Casa Grande 
has to offer, I guess. 

As my wire to you stated, I had previously wired old 
John, knowing tliat he has daily contact with Charlie. I am 
still rather concerned over the fajt that he did not answer. 
Has he been away or did he simply not get my wire? I wonder 
if he went to 3alt Lake to get lira. L. 

The changes at alia must be rather startling since I 
left. I am most anxious to got back to see -That has been 
done, lusa wrote me that you were acting aa project director 
dur ng Frier's temporary absence. I hope that this is indi cative 
of a trend, ia it? Beaton's resignation, nfclle no surprise, 
is nevertheless, to quote Yusa, shrouded In mystery. Tha t 
ought to leave lots of jobs open on the 

1 hope that you are making out well under the new 
arrangements* Don't forget, save me a place; I'm coming 
back too about the first of the month. I'll be glad to get 
back, 1 like it at alia* 

Please remember me to everyone and until I return I 
say in the Spanish tongue, hasta luego. 

Yours, 



November 44 , 1942 

Dear Mr. ?Jiura:-

Tfaank you for your letter last week. As you probably 
know by now I have not had need of any additional funds to 
arrange the matter of the typewriter. 1 have had considera ble 
difficulty In getting the typewriter wrapped for shipping, 
ftecause they are rather delicate Instruments, I gather that 
in order to be shipped typewriters need aoaie special kind of 
hoy and wrapping. The company fron whom I "bought the machin e 
was unable to supply this box and had not the labor to wrap 
it. You cannot imagine what a dearth of workers there 1B now 
on the west coast. I finally found a company who could wrap 
tbe machine, although I  hi  d to put cat 2.50 for ¿hid sex-vice. 
I enclose a receipt COY ring the wrapping. 

In the natter of shipping, here ¿gain a problem arises• 
I have no car and unle~3 on item is very l_.rge, the express 
company rill not call for it. At Dr. Thomas' suggestion, I a m 
sending the typewriter to you collect» I learn that there is 
often a delay in shipping now but that if items are sent col lect, 
they arrive at their destination sooner. You wi  .1,  f m sure, 
bo able to contact the baggage people w o periodically col lect 
items addressed to the camp fron the railhead at Jasa Gran de. 
I thought of mailing the machine to you but the postal service 
will not accept typewriters except  es first class mail, due, I 
suppose, to their fragile qualities, and the cost would be large, 
you have a little .aider four dollars coming to you from the 
''30.00 you sent rre anc? I an also enclosing that auiojn t. This will 
cover the express costs which rill be about 2.50. 

So, the matter of your typewriter in settled, or "ill be 
at least, when you get It. I should guess that a week or two 
will see it in ycur possession. I hope the model I selecte d 
will be satisfactory. Perhaps I explained to yew that only old 
models are allowed to be sold nor*. I have usod an Underwood w ith 
some success and selected it over a 3m1th for this reason. The 
store in which I bought it was tVe fourth I tried. All the  others 
did not have anv to sell. I do not know that I shall be able 
uo get one for Mr. Hlkida, as the older models which the stor es 
do have are oought up as quickly as possible. I hope that this 
is satisfactory. 

There is one other item which T rented to mention to you. 
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You asked me about books and the possibility of your 
becoming an agent for a book company at the camp. I 
mentioned the matter to the California look Company, a 
very dependable firm which caters to the students of 
the university and is able to orocure all books which 
you sight want. I turned over to them the list which 
you made out for no end -ave t'-em your add re s in addition . 
I suggested that the manager of the firm c ntact you and 
see what arrangements can be made for your agency. You 
will receive a letter from him shortly. He will quote you 
prices on the books you want and advise you on the possibil-
ities of an agency for you. This "book company has already 
inaugurated a similar agency at  FOBton and is eager to 
bo of service to the Japanese. I'm si?re that you will 
he able to deal directly with this company to your satis-
faction rather than with me as an intermediary• I hope 
that this arrangement will be satisfactory to you. 

Other tha this, X am stilj busily co eeined with 
writing up material which 1 had collected at Gila, ihen 
this is finished I shall return. This will be, as 1 told 
you, on or about the first of the month• There are the 
usual conferences to attend and lectures  zo give. 1 hope 
that I can get away soon. I enjoyed  ray. stay at Gila and j 
truly miss you all. 

eraember me to Irs. Mlura and to everyone else at 
aila whom we know mutually. I hope tixat the various proble ms 
W: ich wore confronting us will have been ¿olv  xi  when I 
return. If there is anything else I may do for you while 
I am here, please do not. hesitate uo ask me. 

Very truly yours, 



* « 

November  46, 1942 

Mr. Shotaro Hlklda 
64-7-B 
Gila Relocation Project 
Hivers, Arizona 

Dear Mr. Hlkida: 

Thank you for your recent letter and good 
wishes. I am glad to know that you and Mr. Okuno 
are so successful in carrying out your research. I 
regret to say that I have not written you sooner, 
but I delegated Mr. Mlura to extend to you any mes-
sages from me. X shall be returning to Gila within 
a week and I look forward to going over with you 
and Mr. Okuno the material which you have prepared. 

I have not forgotten the matter of your 
typewriter and have, in fact, been keeping it in 
mind. I am sorry that any misunderstanding arose 
regarding the typewriter for you and for Mr. Miura. 
It is true that I was able to obtain one for Mr. 
Miura and have sent It to him. Under the present 
governmental ruling it Is impossible to obtain 
typewriters which were manufactured aflter 1915. The 
number of machines in stock In the stores at the 
moment is very limited and the models are rather un-
satisfactory. The typewriter dealers assure me that 
within a week or two, models later than 1915 will be 
released for sale on the market. I think that it 
would be definitely wiser for you to wait a week or 
two, at which time I can contact for you a typewriter 
agency from Glla. I hope that this arrangement will 
be satisfactory to you. I will discuss the matter 
more fully with you upon my return to Gila next week. 

Please remember me to Mr. Okuno. I shall 
look forward to seeing my friends at Glla when I 
return. 

Very truly yours, 

RFS/vp 
Robert P. Spencer 
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November 5, 1942 

Dear Dorothy: 

You will be glad to know that I am safely arrived In <3-11 a and  be-
ginning to get further work under way* The trip down was most  suc-
cessful. I am convinced that air travel is the only satis factory 
means of transportation. 1 managed to arrive in Phoenix ear ly 
Monday afternoon, took the bus from there to Gasa tende, and sta yed 
the night withMr. Hutchinson, the Junior Hi-h principal« T he follow-
ing morning, uesday, I drove out to the Center. 1 was surpri sed 
to note the numerous changes which have occurred here sinc e my de-
parture  . 

The new administrative quarters have been moved from Gam p 1 to Camp 
2, and there is adequate office space on the scale comparab le to tb£t 
of Tulelafce. In accordance with Fryers* plans of autonomy for both 
camps, a dual organization has been arranged and Is now In effect. 
The new  a-  mlnlstratlve personnel h?B been~arran ad to cover a goo d 
many of the needs of the organisation of the two communities. With 
the advent of the Caucasian teachers, and with additional adminis-
trative personnel staff, is now fully extensive as the one a t 
Tulelake. 

I must confess that I don't like the arrangements as well as X did 
before I left* A number of facts ha e deve! ped in the adminis tration 
and now that the primary stage of the Center is passed, the ea rlier 
fraternising of the administrative staff is lost. In fact , the 
situation very closely parallels that of Tulelake In the crowded 
mess hall conditions, and of crowded quarters for the Caucas ians* 
I have moved Into Camp 2, and I m sharing a room with John Land -
ward. Landward Is still acting as Community Welfare Advis or for 
Camps 1 and 2. e has brought his wife down from Salt Lake City, 
and has obtained quarters in Phoenix, but manages to spend about 
three nights a week on the project. The arrangement, as It n ow 
exists ,  allows me a modicum ox" privacy, and a  pia  3 e In which to work  « 
Today, the last of the Empire Hotel furniture was made avail able to 
the staff quarters* Physically, too, a number of changes h ave oc-
curred, It was finally decided t at grass would be planted, and the 
small lawn plots are quite an improvement over uaburled pip e lines 
and unfilled ditches. This fact, together with the recently begun 
construction of partitions in the evacuees' houses has done much to 
improve morale. In the reports to follow, the examples of this will 
come out more clearly. 

A difficulty has arisen in the matter of transportation- F ormerly, 
the administrative staff was allowed cars which, as you kno w, were 
assigned to each member. You will recall that I mentioned tha t I 
was allowed a car during my first two months here. With the c urrent 
ru'ber shortage, and the promised gasoline rationing, It I s no long-
er possible for any member of the staff to have a car at his dis-
posal all the time. Automobiles must be obtained from theM otor Poo& 
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and the specific reason for its 1 use must be stated.  It  is for-
bidden  to  use a car for intercamp travel» A semi-hourly bus ser-
vice, utilizing the C.C.C* trucks is now in effect betwee n the two 

has been established*  I  mentioned the above difficulty with the 
proposed visit to Gila in mind. 

I have not had much opportunity to discuss the master of y our trip 
with any ono of the administration.  I  am sure that some arrange-
ments can be made first, but it is going to be difficult to a rrange 
transportation facilities, unless you mind submit  Lin  to riding in 
an open truck. There is, of ourse f  no guest room, It may be that 
we will have to put you in with the teachers, in their livin g 
quarters, and b rag 1. Into our own barracks. I will let you 
know definí ely as soon as I can pin Mr. Henderson down abou t quar-
ters. I might add here that there are no linens. If you do not 

ind a little hardship and a little malting around for trans portation, 
I do not think there will be any diffic Ity. I am sure that y ou and 
W. I. will be able to manage, but I am in considerable doubt a s to 
the Lowies. Perhaps by Christmas, more comforts will be'av ailable, 
and a "better carrier service installed. 

I had been in camp  2 only a few minutes Tuesday morning, when I ran 
into Sml, Miyako, and Alice. I found the Kikuchi family very well 
established, that is, In comparison with the rest of the com munity. 
They have t-o rooms on t e edge of camp, only a stone's throw f rom 
my quarters. Ja;k is gone, but Charlie, Jack, and Tom *s- my-name 
did an excellent job on furniture. I have had a pleasant time m ill-
ing around the Kikuchl's household and getting reports on C harlie's 
activities, under separate cover I am mailin- you two comp lete 
books. Charlie's diaries, which has been progressing ext remely well 
in it's usual inimitable style. Most of the Kicuchi*a have be en 
under the weather—3ette is in bed s I dictate this, and Tom is 
swatting flies when he should be in bad, Miyako had Valley  ;:  ever, 
and Is still not yet recovered, and Charlie is down with a co ld, 
although at present he is oorking. Mama K1 uchi is the only o ne 
who apparently has escaped. Smiko continually exhibits r ed marks, 
which she te~ns "leprosy". On  the  whole, Charlie is getting along 
very well. Last night, in spite of his cold, he attended the J. A.C.L. 
meeting wltb  the  idea of etting information on the J.A.C.L., some-
thin- most essential to our study. Yesterday, he talked the m atter 
with me,  and  we  a  re d that since the J.A.C.L. promises to have con-
siderable voice in this coromunity, it would be advisable for him to 
take out membership, and to follow the activities of that or gani-
zation. Imagine  h's  surprise, when at the meeting I s, night, he 
was nominated to the ^aard of Governors, and elected. Th is puts 
him in an excellent position to follow the activities of wh at pro* 
mises to be dominant organization here. He is rather amused b y 
the whole hing, and lias visions of Shlbutanl exploding wit h wcath 
because of the step he has taken. His diary will tell you a out 
the J.A.C.L., which is apparently composod of much more ac tive spirits 
than are to be found in the other Centers; than that to be fou nd 
among J.A.C.L. leaders in the pro-evacuation pex-iocl i n the Metropoli-
tan areas. 

The Klkuchi family Is waiting word on the condition of M r. Kikuchi, 
who Is supposedly well enough to travel; and for that reason the 
family are waiting word as to when he can Join them. Alice, a s you 
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know, is her© with the rest of the family, very much up in the ai r 
as to her plans for the future* It Is possible that she will be 
here for a month or so yet. For this reason, I did not see why 
I could not enlist her temporarily in a secretarial capacity . 
She is not working, hut I think I can keep her busy for half a 
day at the prevailing rate upon which we agreed. During the 
remainder of Alice's stay here, I shall submit to you from time 
to time, bills for her services as secretary. I hope to use Aliee 
for the writing up of such reports as I did not complete durin g 
my stay in Berkeley« In spite of the family's distress of Mr. 
Kikuofal's illness, everything seems to be progressing s atisfactor-
ily. When Alice's plans are settled, and  v :r.  Kikuchl' a  transfer 
is settled, '.he family can, I think, settle down to a satls factogpy 
adjustment. 

The Yusa's, however, present another problem. Since my dep arture, 
3arl has completed three typewritten pages, and damn it, I am 
annoyed. I told Sari that you were quite distressed over hi s 
failure to subplt anything tangible, and he adopted his us ual 
han dog air, promising to regenerate and be more prolific in his 
contributions. He is in an excellent position to obtain an ana-
lysis of the Internal Security and its* inter-relationshi p with 
the community. He has apparently made himself very valuabl e to 
Mr. Williamson, the head of the Internal Security spends his time 
writing daily reports of the activities of the various War dens. 
He has been elevated to a pî ofesaional position, and Is o n the in-
side of all such hep >enings which necessitate the interve ntion of 
the police. He refuses, however, to place the daily report s at 
our disposal, on the grounds that if he should be caught wit h it, 
it would go hard with him. I am afraid that I am not used to su ch 
meticulous honestjr in the mat tea* of collecting data. I have 
been as harsh with him as you directed me to he, but I can't s ee 
that any success will come of it. Possibly when you get down he re, 
you will be able to shake him out of his lethargy. The Yusa's 
have not moved, and pparsntly are not going to do so, ev n th oir;h 
they find their present quarters most uncongenial. It 13 tr ue 
that Miml usurps most of Earl's time. Both of them are worki ng 
during the day, and she obviously resents the fact that he must 
take time out for writing, even though she is est anxious for 
him to retain his position with us. That is rather paradoxic al 
I know, but rather typical of Mlmi. Frankly, I a: at a bit of lose 
to know Just what to do in order to ret Sari to co-operate. Even 
in the few days that I have been here, I ha e renewed the old 
contacts which I had made, and I am able to see the great weal th 
ofmaterlal available fromthis Center. I have formed the conclu-
sion that Sari just Isn't interested, and I wish that in the ne xt 
week or so before your departure, you would think of some dra stic 
measure we could adopt to ¿bake him produce* He certainly h as the 
material, but I'll be darned if you can make him out it down * 

rj two Issei observers, Mr. Okuno andl.tr. Hlkida have on e a swell 
piece of work. I really did not expect so much. >y this, I do 
not mean that their contribution isanything extraordina ry, but 
they are most willing to work, and work hard. Now that I am her^ 
I can guide their efforts and draw a good deal of informati on from 
them from the Issel point of view. I am having a meeting with 
them tonight» They have devoted sufficient time and effort to 
their work to certainly warrant the amount we agreed upon. Th e 
disposition of these money matters again escapes me. Do yo u want 
M i l® Vhtsei, w c-an -yo-u simply make up the forms in t-he 
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office?  1 think that the la ter, if I remember correctly, is what 
we agreed upon. In that case, I would suggest that you allo w them 
each Twenty-five dollars. I realize th- t this is a large amount 
and perhaps Twenty-two dollars and fifty cents would more easily 
meet the budget, but at the risk of appearing stupid, I must 
admit that I have forgotten What I can do with the money at m y 
disposal. All Anthropologists are impractical. I suggest that 
Mr* Gkuno and ':r# Hiki&a get the check as soon as can be a rranged 
in order tb provide them with added encouragement. Now tha t the 
study has obtained a certain amount of publicity, these two  gentle-
men ax-e v:?ry much impressed with the fact that they are wo rking 
for it, and I think that the receipt of their promised honor arium 
would provide an added incentive for further work. As I say, t h© 
information they gave is excellent, and I shall send it t o you as 
soon as I go over it myself and amplify it. I might mention h ere, 
that Miss Matsumoto has not as yet received her check. She i s 
working for Landward full time, and T do not think that I ?#i ll mfeke 
use of her services strain» 

Last night I was invited to Mr. Miura'e house,and I had ou ite a 
discussion with him on a number of subjects. As you know, he him-
self is not too valuable as an informant, but he does prov ide an 
excellent entree into th© Issei groups. Ke was extremely gl ad to 
see me, and offers me the promise of introductions to interes ting 
people. I hope shortly to work up his ease history. 

Charlie has already gained some repute for being an observer  on 
the study. It is now generally know throughout the camp that  he 
and I at least, are connected with th© University of Califor nia. 
Since our recent publicity in the Pacific Citizen thus givin g us 
a certain amount of sanctioning, considerable efforts are b eing 
made on the parts of members of the community to co-operate. 
Charlie telle me that he had a talk with members of the Kibei Asso-
ciation, the 0-ila foung people's club, who are most anxio us to 
present a picture of the Kibei group ae a whole, and to offer t heir 
services in any way. 

I will anxiously be awaiting word from you as to the arrange ments 
at Poston. lib en I hear from you definitely what your plans will 
be as to just how long you intend to stay in Poston, and here, 
I will do my best to arrange for transportation and housing. It 
may be that  :;.r.  Hutchinson will ^o to Boston about that time, in 
which case I could drive out with him, and possibly you and W. I. 
could come back with him. Ke is not, however, certain of his pl ans 
nor you of yours, I gather, if the Kunitani's and Tsuohiyam a are 
coming back with you. Charlie wants to go with me to Poston an d 
I will certainly take him if I can get permission to do so. C an 
the study allow him a travel allowance in such a case? I wou ld 
guess that it can. 

This generally is the situation at Gila now. Soon you will be able 
to see it for yourself. Please remember me to W. I. and th e rest 
of the staff. A letter to Lowle accompanies this one. Than k you 
for the stationary you sent me. 

Yours, 

Bob 

P.S. I shall be glad to get copies of the report I handed i n £o 
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you. At leas* I can go over them 
viae him with further incentive, 
approval. 

with Earl, and maybe pro-
I hope they meet with Lowie' 
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December 5 , 1942 

Dear Dorothy: 

• You will be glad to know that I am safely arrived in Gila and b e-
ginning to get further work under way. The trip down was most suc-
cessful. I am convinced that air travel is the only satisfa ctory 
means of transportation. I managed to arrive in Phoenix ea rly 
Monday afternoon, took the bus from there to Gasa Grande, an d stayed 
the night withMr. Hutchinson, the Junior High principal . The follow-
ing morning, Tuesday, I drove out to the Center. I was surp rised 
to note the numerous changes which have occurred here sin ce my de-
parture  . 

The new administrative quarters have been moved from Camp 1 t o Camp 
2, and there is adequate, office space on the scale comparab le to that 
of 'Tulelake. In accordance with Fryers' plans of autonomy for both 
camps, a dual organization has been arranged and is now in e ffect. 
The new administrative personnel h 0s been arranged to cover a good 
many of the needs of the organization of the two communi ties. With 
the advent of the Caucasian teachers, and with additiona l adminis-
trative personnel staff, is now fully extensive as the one at 
Tulelake. 

I must confess that I don't like the arrangements as well as I  did 
before I left. A number of facts have developed in the adm inistration 
and now that the primary stage of the Center is passed, the ea rlier 
fraternizing of the administrative staff is lost. In fact, the 
situation very closely parallels that of Tulelake in the cr owded 
mess hall conditions, and of crowded quarters for the Cauca sians* 
I have moved into Camp 2, and I am sharing a room with John L and-
ward. Landward is still acting as Community Welfare Adviso r for 
Camps 1 and 2. He has brought his wife down from Salt Lake C ity, 
and has obtained quarters in Phoenix, but manages to spen d about 
three nights a week on the project. The arrangement, as it n ow 
exists, allows me a modicum of privacy, and a place in whic h to work. 
Today, the last of the Empire Hotel furniture was made avai lable to 
the staff quarters. Physically, too, a number of changes hav e oc-
curred. It was finally decided that grass would be plant ed, and the 
small lawn plots are quite an improvement over unburied pipe lines 
and unfilled ditches. This fact, together with the recentl y begun 
construction of partitions in the evacuees' houses has don e much to 
improve morale. In the reports to follow, the examples of t his will 
come out more clearly. 

A difficulty has arisen in the matter of transportation. For merly, 
the administrative staff was allowed cars which, as you kno w, were 
assigned to each member. You will recall that I mentioned tha t I 
was allowed a car during my first two months here. With the cur rent 
rubber shortage, and the promised gasoline rationing, it is no long-
er possible for any member of the staff to have a car at his dis-
posal all the time. Automobiles must be obtained from theMot or Pool, 
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and the specific reason for its 1 use must be stated. It is for-
bidden to use a car for intercamp travel. A semi-hourly b us ser-
ví ce,  utilizing the G.C.C. trucks is now in effect between the two 
camps. A daily bus service to Phoenix, Coolidge, and Gas a Grañde 
has been established. I mentioned the above difficulty w ith tew v  o or 
proposed visit to Gila in mind. * 

I have not had much opportunity to discuss the master of yo ur trip 
with any one of the administration. I am sure that some arrang e-
ments can be made first, but it is going to be difficult to ar range 
transportation facilities, unless you mind submitting to riding in 
an open truck. There is, of course, no guest room, 'it may be t hat 
we will have to put you in with the teachers, in their li ving 
quarters, ana bráng W. I. into our own barracks. I will let  you 
know definitely as soon as I can pin Mr. Henderson down about quar-
ters. I might add here that there are no linens. If you do no t 
mind a little hardship and a little waiting around for trans portation, 
I do not think there will be any difficulty. I am sure that^ you and 
W. I. will be able to manage, but I am in considerable dou bt as to 
the Lowies. Perhaps by Christmas, more comforts will be avai lable, 
and a better carrier service installed. 

I had been in camp  2 only a few minutes Tuesday morning, when I ran 
into Smi, Miyako, and Alice. I found the Kikuchi family ve ry well 
established, that is, in comparison with the rest of the c ommunity. 
They have two rooms on the edge of camp, only a stone's thro w from 
my quarters. Jack is gone, but Charlie, Jack, and Tom's-my- name 
did an excellent job on furniture. I have had a pleasant ti me mill-
ing around the Kikuchi f s household and getting reports on Charlie's 
activities. Under separate cover I am mailing you two comp lete 
books, Charlie's diaries, which has been progressing ext remely well 
in it's usual inimitable style. Most of the Kikuchi 1s h ave been 
under the weather—Bette is in bed as I dictate this, and Tom is 
swatting flies when he should be in bed. Miyako had Valle y Fever, 
and is still not yet recovered, and Charlie is down with a col d, 
although at present he is working. Mama Kikuchi is the only on e 
who apparently has escaped. Emiko continually exhibit s red marks, 
which she terms "leprosy". On the whole, Charlie is getti ng along 
very well. Last night, in spite of his cold, he attended th e J.A.C.L. 
meeting with the idea of getting information on the J.A.C. L., some-
thing most essential to our study. Yesterday, he talked th e matter 
with me, and we agreed that since the J.A.C.L. promises t o have con-
siderable voice in this community, it would be advisable for him to 
take out membership, and to follow the activities of th at organi-
zation. Imagine his surprise, when at the meeting lost nigh t, he 
was nominated to the Beard of Governors, and elected. This puts 
him in an excellent position to follow the activities of wh at pro-
mises to be a dominant organization here. He is rather amused by 
the whole thing, and has visions of Shibutani exploding w ith wrath 
because of the step he has taken. His diary will tell you abou t 
the J.A.C.L., which is apparently composed of much more act ive spirits 
than are to be found in the other Centers; than that to be found 
among J.A.C.L. leaders in the pre-evacuation period in th e Metropoli-
tan areas. 

The Kikuchi family is waiting word on the condition of Mr. K ikuchi, 
who is supposedly well enough to travel; ana for that r eason the 
family are waiting word as to when he can join them. Alice, a s you 
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know, is here with the rest of the family, very much up in t he air 
a s to her plans for the future. It is possible that she will b e 
here for a month or so yet. For this reason, I did not see wh y 
I could not enlist her temporarily in a secretarial capa city. 
She is not working, but I think I can keep her busy for half a 
day at the prevailing rate upon which we agreed. During th e 
remainder of Alice's stay here, I shall submit to you from ti me 
to time, bills for her services as secretary. I hope to use Al iee 
for the writing up of such reports as I did not complete duri ng 
my stay in Berkeley. In spite of the family's distress of Mr . 
Kikuchi's illness, everything seems to be progressing sati sfactor-
ily. When Alice's plans are settled, and Mr. Kikuchi's trans fer 
is settled, the family can, I think, settle dov/n to a satis factory 
adjustment. 

The Yusa's, however, present another problem. Since my departure, 
Earl has completed three typewritten pages, and damn it, I am 
annoyed. I told Earl that you were quite distressed over h is 
failure to submit anything tangible, and he adopted his usu al 
hangdog air, promising to regenerate and be more prolific in his 
contributions. He is in an excellent position to obtain a n ana-
lysis of the Internal Security and its 1 inter-relationship with 
the community. He has apparently made himself very valuable to 
Mr. Williamson, the head of the Internal Security spends  his time 
writing daily reports of the activities of the various War dens. 
He has been elevated to a professional position, and is on t he in-
side of all such happenings which necessitate the interven tion of 
the police. He refuses, however, to place the daily report s at 
our disposal, on the grounds that if he should be caught with it, 
it would go hard with him. I am afraid that I am not used t o such 
meticulous honesty in the mattef of collecting data. I have 
been as harsh with him as you directed me to be, but I can' t see 
that any success will come of it. Possibly when you get down h ere, 
you will be able to shake him out of his lethargy. The Yu sa's 
have not moved, and apparently are not going to do so, eve n though 
they find their present quarters most uncongenial. It is true 
that Mimi usurps most of Earl's time. Both of them are workin g 
during the day, and she obviously resents the fact that he  must 
take time out for writing, even though she is most anxious f or 
him to retain his position with us. That is rather paradoxi cal 
I know, but rather typical of Mimi. Frankly, I am at a bit of loss 
to know just what to do in order to get Earl to co-operate. Eve n 
in the few days that I have been here, I have renewed the old 
contacts which I had made, and I am able to see the great weal th 
ofmaterial available fromthis Center. I have formed the c onclu-
sion that Earl just isn't interested, and I wish that in the next 
week or so before your departure, you would think of some dra stic 
measure we. could adopt to ihake him produce. He certai nly has the 
material, but I'll be darned if you can make him put it down. 

My two Issei observers, Mr. Okuno andMr. Hikida have done a swell 
piece of work. I really did not expect so much. By this, I do 
not mean that their contribution isanything extraordinary , but 
they are most willing to work, and work hard. Now that I am her $ 

can guide their efforts and draw a good deal of informati on from 
them from the Issei point of view. I am having a meeting with 
them tonight. They have devoted sufficient time and effor t to 
their work to certainly warrant the amount we agreed upon . The 
disposition of these money matters again escapes me. Do you w ant 
bills signed by them, or can you simply make up the forms in th e 
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office? I think that the latter, if I remember correctly, is  what 
we agreed upon. In that case, I would suggest that you allow t hem 
each Twenty-five dollars. I realize that this is a large amou nt 
and perhaps Twenty-two dollars and fifty cents would more ea sily 
meet the budget, but fitf at the risk of appearing stupid, I mu st 
admit that I have forgotten frhat I can do with the money at my 
disposal. All Anthropologists are impractical. I suggest t hat 
Mr. Okuno and Mr. Hikida get the check as soon as can be arra nged 
in order to provide them with added encouragement. Now that  the 
study has obtained a certain amount of publicity, these tw o gentle-
men are very much impressed with the fact that they are work ing 
for it, and I think that the receipt of their promised hono rarium 
would provide an added incentive for further work. As I say the 
information they gave is excellent, and I shall send it to y ou as 
soon as I go over it myself and amplify it. I might menti on here, 
that kiss Matsumoto has not as yet received her check. She i s 
working for Landward full time, and I do not think that I w ill make 
use of her services again. 

Last night I was invited to Mr. Miura's house,and I had qui te a 
discussion with him on a number of subjects. As you know, he hi m-
self is not too valuable as an informant, but he does provid e an 
excellent entree into the Issei groups. He was extremel y glad to 
see me, and offers me the promise of introductions to intere sting 
people. I hope shortly to work up his case history. 

Charlie has already gained some repute for being an observ er on 
the study. It is now generally know throughout the camp tha t he 
and I at least, are connected with the University of Califo rnia. 
Since our recent publicity in the Pacific Citizen thus givi ng us 
a certain amount of sanction:^ - , considerable efforts are being 
made on the parts of members of the community to co-operate. 
Charlie tells me that he had a talk with members of the Kibei Asso-
ciation, the Gila young people's club, who are most anxiou s to 
present a picture of the Kibei group as a whole, and to offe r their 
services in any way. 

I will anxiously be awaiting word from you as to the arrange ments 
at Poston. When I hear from you definitely what your plans w ill 
be as to just how long you intend to stay in Poston, and here, 
I will do my best to arrange for transportation and housing» It 
may be that Mr. Hutchinson will go to Poston about that time,  in 
which case I could drive out with him, and possibly you and W.I. 
could come back with him. He is not, however, certain of his p lans 
nor you of yours, I gather, if the Kunitani f s and Tsuchiyama are 
coming back with you. Charlie wants to go with me to Posto n and 
I will certainly take him if I can get permission to do so. Can 
the study allow him a travel allowance in such a case? I woul d 
guess that it can. 

This generally is the situation at Gila now. Soon you will be a ble 
to see it for yourself. Please remember me to W. I. and the r est 
of the staff. A letter to Lowie accompanies this one. Thank you 
for the stationery you sent me. 

P.S. I shall be glad to get copies of the report I hand ed in to 
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you. At least I can go over them with Earl, and maybe pro-
approval. 1' 7 f u r t h e r  incentive. I hope they meet with Lowie's 
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November 10, 1942 

Dear Dorothy: 

I received your letter yesterday, together with copies of th e one 
which you wrote to my draft board* As you can well imagine, I am 
genuinely distressed over this new turn of events. I thought your 
letter really a masterpiece, but 1 am wondering if it will a ccom-
plish its purpose* As you probably know, several companie s of New 
?iexico troops were annihilated at Bataan, and v,he resu l is that 
the State of New Mexico is rabidly anti-Japanese, which ma kes me 
afraid for the results* Of course, it may be that I can again  es-
cape, but there is the 50-50 chance that I won't. It occurs t o me 
that if the draft board in !-ew Mexico chooses to disrega rd your 
letter; they will notify you, if they do. You might writ® a si milar 
letter to General Lcula Horshey, Chief of Selective Service , regard-
ing me. Perhaps I ought to mention here that my call number is 
1291; my  order*  number with the local board is 230* General Hershey 1 a 
staff may be more favorably inclined toward our work than uho pro-
vincial New Mexico boarc",• "in considering, I wonder perh aps if it 
would not  '  e a good idea to writ© the national director of £;elec:ive 
Service anyway* Unfortunately, the draft boards move fas t once they 
get started, and it may be sometime before Washington can g ive pro-
per attention to the master* In the meantime, let ue just hop e. 
I certainly should hate to have to give up the things for whic h I 
have worked this long. 

In themeantime, I am an iously awaiting your arrival  *  I hope that 
the aopointment de landed for my physical examinations wil l not 
conflict with my meeting you at Poston. If it does, I shall w ire 
you and expect to hear from you later next week. If I do not hear 
from you, I shall expect to meet you in Boston on the mornin g of the 
18th# I am still trying to make arrangements fdr Charlie to c ome 
out with me, but I do not know whether this will be possible . As 
I mentioned before, I may come out with Gaba, or Hutchinso n. 

This morning, I was introduced to Mr. Cousins, and spent mor e th n 
an hour discussing our program and plans with him.  "71 en I mentioned 
the fact that it was our desire to cooperate with the admini stration 
in every way, he replied that, on the contrary, it was up to the 
administration to coooamte with us. lie is most interest ed in^our 
efforts, and is extremely anxious to meet you; and to discus s xur-

ther with me some of the aspects of life in this coimunity. On the 
whole, he impresses me as being extremely capable, and i was very 
glad to find in him such a staunch ally. 



In my last letter to you I mentioned that Mr. Okuno anflKr-
Hikida should he paid for their excellent efforts in our b ehalf. 
I neglected, I remember, to «;lve their names completely, an d per* 
haps you will want their addresses. Mail checks" for the speci-
fied. amounts to l;r. Shotaro Hikida, 64-7-B; and Mr» Y. Okun o, 
61-6-C. I have been conferring with these two rentlemen at some 
lengths, and told them of your proposed visit; both of the m are 
most anxious to meet you and W. I# 

Before I left Berkeley, we discussed the possibility of mor e help 
and I mentioned that I wanted to get a female observer if I  could, 
also to enlist the services of this Klbei,Mas Inouye. I tal ked 
the matter over with Inouye, suggested putting him' on a ha lf-time 
basis,that is, the 375, and £e was quite interested. Howeve r, his 
plans involve outside employment* He may be enlisted as a lan guage 
Instructor by the army, or hired to ̂ ive broadcasts in Jap anese 
from Ban Francisco. He says that as a Kibei, he is most inter ested 
in the problem of the Iseel, and I know that he would prove in-
valuable to us. Possibly we ean enlist him for the short while 
he plans to be here. I Imagine it will be a month or two befo re 
his plans materialize. I suggested that he wait till you cam ©, 
end talk the matter ever with you. A number of people at Gil a, 
realising my connection with the study, have approached m e, offer-
ing their assistance. 

Charlie will mention the fact that representatives of the Ki bei 
group want to be reflected in the study, and are willing to offer 
their services simply to justify their  own positions. There have 
been a few others who are obviously anxious for the monetar ysreturns, 
rather than for any other reason, and whose offers I declin ed. 
There Is f however, a person in the co munity here -horn I took on 
as soon as he offered his services. He is Joe Gmachl, an at torney 
from Stockton, a graduate of University of California and Ha stings 
Li* School. He came to me with theproposal that sounded  r.-oodf 

especially In view of our recent conversation with Morton, in view 
of the economic losses by the evacuees. Joe is a Nisei and has 
spent considerable time dealing with the political asoec ts of the 
community. He not only knows that side of the community life , but 
in addition, he has been employed as legal advisor by th e Welfare 
Department, and lias great many cases affecting property lo sses. 
He is perfectly willing to accent a half-time assistantsh ip on a 
375 basis, but if our finances warrant, I would like to see h im 
advanced to a full assistantship. His work will be furthur en hanced 
by the fact that he lives in Gamp 1, and can cover the activiti es 
there. I shall send his citizenship affidavit alonr shortl y. 
Inouye, I can hold till you come. 

Because you are going to Tulelake, this week, I shall not ex pect 
to hear from you again,except as to definite plans for you r arrival. 
Remember me to the unch up there, and to everyone in Berkele y. 

Yours, 

Bob 



November 24, 1942 

Dr. Robert H. Lowie 
Department of Anthropology 
University of California 
Berkeley, California 

Dear Dr. Lowiei 

X am sorry that I have not found time to answer your letta* 
of November 11 before this» As you know, Dr. and Mrs* Thomas 
were here last week, our meeting having taken place by arr ange-
ment at the Poston Project and continued on here to Gila* I 
think that Mrs. Thomas will be able to provide you with most o f 
the events that have taken place since my arrival here. I thi nk 
that she will report favorably on conditions of Gila and wil l ex-
plain to you the minor difficulties of transportation and the 
like. 

My own situation with regard to the draft board is somewh at 
precarious in apite of the assurance that was given to me in J une; 
a new ruling that all men rejected on physical grounds report 
semi-annually for further examination, is now in effect. I ex-
pect to be reclassified and to be called up again for ind uction. 
Dr* Thomas and I agree that if this must be the oase I should 
report back to San Francisco in order to arrange letters of pro-
test and appeal on the grounds of the significance of our stu dy 
to the war effort. As I say, X do expect to be reclassified and 
shall, therefore, probably return to San Francisco earlie r than 
I had planned. This may mean that I may be in the Bay Region 
during the time of your proposed visit. I hope that my prese nt 
Insecure status will not causeyou to change the plans you h ave 
made. I know that George Hatsura is most anxious to see bot h 
you and Mrs. Lowie. I should be very loath to abandon the suc-
cessful contacts that I have made here. It is certainly true, 
however, that my staff here is well-established and perfect ly 
capable of carrying on independent work. It may be possib le that 
I can direct their efforts by mall even if inducted. It is poss-
ible to say now that your visit is arranged for, and that yo u can 
go ahead with your vacation plans* One of our student/ obse rvers 
here, as well as -̂eorge, can see that you and Mrs. Lowie are co m-
fortably cared for during your stay. 
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I am continuing with the plans that I outlined to you be~ 
fore my departure. I have succeeded in getting contacts for the 
eliciting of life histories, and I am engaged in preparing  of 
Addenda to material already submitted• I am glad to learn fr om 
both Dr. Thomas and you, that you consider the time here wel l 
spent. I shall place some material in your hands shortly. W hen 
the Thomases left, I gave them two manuscripts written b y Issei 
observers upon the subject matter of which I had elaborated. As 
soon as the manuscripts are typed up, Dr. Thomas will prov ide you 
with one. These contacts, as well as some new ones, are p roving 
extremely valuable. 

I have a request to make and should appreciate, your attentio n 
in fulfilling it. One of my valuable contacts is a Reverend 
Suzuki. Reverend Suzuki has expressed an interest in Indi an tribes 
of California and Arizona, and would like to read some of the mater-
ial that has been written on them. He asked me to obtain for h im 
either textbooks or monographs on these tribes. I wondered if pos-
sibly some of the reprints of  the.  works of Gifford or Kroeber, or 
some of the lesser writers might be found in the department* perhaps 
Devereux's Mohave Studies, or some of Spire's reprints mi ght also 
be in order. If such works can be found, I should appreciate yo ur 
sending them to me, ©Ither as a gift to Reverend Suzuki, or as a 
loan. Suzuki, and his bishop, both of the Zen Sect, are writ ing 
for me and demanding nothing for their services. They are cul tured 
men, and I would like to comply wltfc the request that they m ake. 

I shall send you some material shortly, although it will be 
a little time before I can place another case history in your hands. 
In accordance with Dr. W. I. Thomas' suggestion, I am prepar ing 
these in considerable detail. 

Please extend my regards to everyone in the department, and 
to Mrs. Lowie. 

Sincerely yours 9 

Robert F. Spenoer 

RFS sak 
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November 27, 1942 

Dear Dorothy: 

It was awfully nice to have you ana W. I. down here, and it was 
quite a relief to me to be able to talk to someone about the b ad 
situation which is confronting me. All of us down here, I kn ow, 
enjoyed your visit. I hope that you and W. I. were able to ge t 
the train at 11:15 last Sunday night. If I know the trains i n 
this region, however, I would guess that you probably wai ted for 
a couple of additional hours in that smelly old station. I 
thought of you both as arriving back in Berkeley on Tuesday morn-
ing. I hope you enjoyed your trip. 

A few things come up that I want to tell you about. In the firs t 
place, I finally received the notice from a draft board in this 
area reauesting that I report to a physician in Casa Grande to-
day for  "a  Wasserman and a T. B. test. It stated on the card that 
this examination was for the purpose of ascertaining onl y obvious 
physical defects, and had no bearing on selection, or reje ction, 
by'the Army. That means then, that later this afternoon I sh all 
have to go to Casa Grande and present myself to one of the loc al 
doctors. At this time my eye condition is not to be taken into 
consideration. I am anxiously hoping that General Osborne w ill 
have definite word for you and that some arrangement can be  made 
for my deferrment. I expect that I shall be staying with the 
Hutchinsons tonight, returning to the Project tomorrow— Saturday• 
This whole business indicates to me, as I told you, that I wil l 
again be reclassified to 1A, unless intervention can be ar ranged. 
I expect to receive notic'e of reclassification in two or thr ee 
weeks, and will return to Berkeley then. I wrote to Lowie, tol d 
him of this situation, and explained that even though I was no t 
able to be here at Gila during the holiday season, neverthe less, 
Charlie and George Matsura would see that he would be well taken 
care of. At any rate, I am afraid that my physical examinati on 
today will be just a farce. 

You will remember Dr. Young who returned with us from Bosto n. 
As you know, he is curriculum advisor, and it has occurred t o 
him that he and his teaching staff are ignorant of many of th e 
aspects of evacuation which they really ought to know in or aer 
to"  have a proper understanding of the problems which face t hem 
in their teaching. Dr. You&g talked the matter over with Korn 
and the two together asked me if our study in any way could be 
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of assistance to them in this matter. In the first place, the 
teachers do not understand any of the background of evar.na .tl9n, 
the reĝ onŝ Xog-JLtL» and the pressure groups which contr̂ "t.Qfl 
wards it. They asked if I would be willing to offer any info rmation 
aTongthis line. I answered that it was the policy of this study 
to cooperate with the administration in every way, but tha t I did 
not have this information at my finger-tips, and preferred to con-
tact you in our home office to see what information we could g ive. 
Already in some of the High School classes questions have ar isen 
"Why Evacuation?" "Why Are We Here?" and so forth, and the tea chers 
are at somewhat of a loss to answer these questions. Sawye r, the 
school superintendent thinks that the teachers should ta ke a sort 
of "hush, hush" attitude in regards to any such questions. Yo-ung, 
however.strongly jiisagrees and wants to prepare a state ment which 
can beTssued  " to  eaclTegcner, wno  v/il'l" athen'"pe  H5§T£er""quk'iiTied 
to & e al~wfthThe c l a s s e s " w a s -iromewhatat  "£  loss as to how to 
answer such a request, and it occurred to me that Morton i s in a 
far better position than I to make some contribution here. I said 
that we would provide them with the statement as to "Why Evac uation?" 
listing some of the reasons for it, and some of the histori cal back-
ground behind it. I said further, that it would be well if  we did 
not divulge the source from which we obtained this informati on, to 
which both Young and Korn replied that they were not intere sted in 
sources, but in the actual presentation of facts. It would, I I 
think, oe a great help to us if Morton would sit down, and pe rhaps / 
in outline form, give some of the background of evacuation w ith / 
the idea of explaining it to a High School class, omitting su ch / 
details as he considers advisable. 

Mr. Korn has never asked me for information before, and it mig ht 
be a good idea to comply with the request as best we can. I was 
assured that all information which we might give would be t reated 
in utmost confidence. I told Dr. Young that he may expect an an -
swer sometime in the next week. I hope that this meets with you 
and Morton's approval, that it can be satisfactorily arrang ed. 

Mr. Hikida needs a typewriter ribbon. He arranged to buy a type-
writer from a friend of his just so he could work with us. If you 
can send a plain black Royal, perhaps he can rewind it on h is own 
Royal Portable machine. Before you arrived at Gila, I had su b-
mitted a list of supplies I wanted for Omachi and the Issei . To 

Today is the deadline you sent for Sari, and he tells me tha t he 
has arranged to send you about 30 pages of the Tanforan materi al 
with more to follow next Friday. I guess that's all the news . 
I will be anxious to hear about your trip home, and whether yo u 
have heard any work from  7/ashington about me. Remember me to every-
one in Berkeley. 

Yours, 

Bob 



November 27, 1942 

Dear Dr. Thomas: 

3ob's letter having just been typed, I thought I would add ray 
two cents worth at the same time, and tell you how we all en-
joyed meeting you and W. I. Thomas. It was really a pleasure, 
and we hope you both had a very nice trip home. Charlie, I' m 
sure, would have loved to have you stay longer, even if it 
would necessitate your moving in with the Kikuchi's, and w e all 
felt the same. 

Thank you so much for the candy and the sugar which we all en-
joyed, you have been so kind to us all, and we would like to 
express our sincerest appreciation at this time. 

Everyone is fine and up, finally, it seems, and we are anxio usly 
awaiting our father's transfer from San Luis Obispo, which should 
be some time next month. The hospital is opened, but the hea d 
doctors' statement that the staff is overworked, makes us th ink 
that we had better wait a little while before we send for hi m. 

Bob has gone to Gas? Grande, as he mentions in his letter, and 
seems a little low. We all hope that he will be able to stay 
out of the army, for we have become very attached to him, even 
if he does spend all of his spare time reading funny books. 

Tell, so much for now, hope you both are getting along fi ne, and 
that we shall see each other again soon. ~All send their bes t 
to you along with their thanks. 

Sincerely, 

Alice 

P. S. Charlie says that one of these days he is going to take 
about three days off, and not even write a line in his b ook, 
so if you come across any pages (blank) with thè single entry 
"Dear Diary: Am taking three days off, so you can go to he ll"--
you'll know he took it. 



N o v e m b e r  1, 1942 

Mr. Bob Spencer 
Gila Relocation Project 
Rivers, Arizona 

Dear Bob: 

Dorothy has shown me your letter of yesterday, 
In which you ask me "to sit down at a typewriter" and do 
a piece on "tfhy Evacuation?" X wish it were possible for 
me to do this for you. Actually it is impossible. In 
the first place, I am over my head in work preparing for 
the WRA meeting Monday. Secondly, there Js no such thing 
as a short statement on why evacuation took place. I have 
been working on this study for five months now and my main 
emphasis has been a study of precisely this question. 
But the more X study, the more complex the thing becomes 
and the more contravorsial the issues stand out. I canno t 
write a statement of ny own conclusions because those con -
clusions are based on the confidential data that I rec eived 
in Washington. I cannot write a stater,ent giving all the 
reasons pro and con because such a statement would take at 
least a month to write. 

On the other hand, I don't want to leave you 
holding the bag because I appreciate your situation and 
because I sympathize with Mr. Young's desire to have the 
problem fully discussed therefore, 1 m\ sending you unde r 
separate cover a pile of documents that cover, I think, 
both the pro and the con sides of the evacuations 

1. In part 29 of the Tolan Committee Hearings 
I have marked the lengthy paper of Dr. Eric Bellqulat which, 
fro:., the opposition side, gives some reasons that are given 
for evacuation. 

2. Herman Thomas' little pamphlet suggests 
further selfish reasons for evacuation. 

5. The copy of Colonel Bendetsen's speech on the 
other hand, gives the official argument of "stern militar y 
necessity" and the reasons behind the Ayray's decision to 
evacuate. 

4. In the Tolan  Comnittee' s  Fourth Interim Report 
I have marked the committee's summary of arguments for and 
against evacuation. This summary is probably the best cros s 
section of opinion that has yet been published. 
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5» Shibutanl's lengthy manuscript expresses very 
well., especially in part three and tho brief conclusion, a n 
Intelligent nisei ! s reasoning. 

I hope you can turn these documents over to Young 
in fulfillment of your pledge to him. Above everything else, 
I don't want you to think that I am letting you down. I 
sir ply cannot write anything myself, not only because of the 
time element but also because of our pledge of confidence. 
I would not be able to write it even if it wore only to be 
circularised among the Gila officials| but, certainly, I could 
not write it, even if I had all the time in the world, for 
the purposes of school instruction. 

X hope you understand my position and I hope the 
documents will prove of some use. We would, incidentially , 
appreciate their being returned. 

Best wishes to you, the Ki&uchls ana the Uses 

Sincerely, 

Morton Grodzins 
Research Assistant 

MG î  vp 



N o v e m b e r  3, 1942 

Dear Fred; 

By this time you must have given up hearing from me, I am su re. 
I am sorry not to have written to you sooner, but as you may 
guess, I have been pretty busy having been occupied here at 
03la. From the tone of your last letter, and from what I have 
heard from Berkeley, I gather that you will be at Topaz unt il 
the end of the year, if so, this let er should reach you in ti me. 

I realise that because of the vary active work that you are do ing, 
what with your construction work, a d the fact that you a  re  still 
writing for the study, you must be extremely busily occupi ed, and 
I hope that the questions that I directed to you in regards t o 
your autobiography did not place too much of a burden on you. I 
aid receive your report yesterday, and I mu t compliment you on 
it. I think the mateial you present Is excellent, ana 1 hope 
that answering my questions did not take too much time, or i nter-
fere in any way with the excellent ?/ork you are already doin g. 
I shall sane your material on to Dorothy so that she may compa r 
it with your biographical sketch already In our files. Bel ieve 
me when I say that your presentation is excellent. When I re-
turn to Berkeley, I hall compare your recent manuscript wit h 
the mate ial already on hand, and it may possibly be then , that 
I shall raise a few more questions, but I ooubt if they will b e 
significant. 2ven though you do go to school, with your in dul-
gence g^d permission, we of the study will definitely want to 
keep in touch with you and to know how things progress. 

I hope that by this time the conditions of Topaz have been s ome-
what alleviated, ana that you people from Tanforan have su cceeded 
in making a better adjustment. I can realize how bad i t was. 
e h'd exactly the same t&ing here at Gila in our first stages, 

but of course, we bad heat where you have cold. Your letter of 
October 29 mentioned snow, and I Imagine that now, a month l ater, 

ou are facing some pretty cold weather. I ho e that you and ev ery-
one up there now like the camp better. 

As you know, Dorothy and W. I. were down here for a few days. I 
met Miem at Poston, which i3 a horrible place, and we left" just 
as the st:ike of which you must have heard, broke. It was qu ite 
a relief to get back to Gila, a so much more attractive ano better 
settled place. Dorothy w^s very pleased with the work we ha ve under 
way here now that a staff here lias been fully or anized. A s you 
may have heard, we have a number of Issei observers, and hav :> taken 
on another research assistant in the person of Joe Omachi, an attor-
ney from Stockton, who is covering the economical and political 
phases of camp life. We are really set to get a good history o f 
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social organization at Gila. I hope to get up to Topaz ear ly in 
the year, unfortunately, the Draft Board is clutching out a fter me, 
and I may have some difficulties to face on that score. Eve n if 
I do get up to Topaz however, you will undoubtedly be gone. I  am 
sorry that I will not be able to see you. It may be that now tha t 
we have permission to carry out the study at Topaz, we can enli st 
the aid of Tamle Tsucbiyama, who may be coming up from Posto n, where 
she is rather unhappy, to direct the study at Utah. If I do " et 
called in the Army, I will let you know, and even though In t he 
service, I hope to carry on my Interests in the study by corr espondence. 

Yours as evir, 

Bob 
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December o, 1942 

Dear Dorothy: 

Today I received your epistle of December 1. according to 
IJajima, who was here last night, you are coming to Tule La ke some 
time around December 7. I won't be quite ready by that time, how-
ever, so as far 2s I'm concerned the trip won't be necessary a t 
that time. I want to come down for a week at Christmas time a t 
which time we can confer. 

I will have a lot of material to hand in one of these days, 
as soon as I catch up with the material and the typist catches 
up with me. 

The problem of escorting evacuees has thus far continued in 
abeyance, for which I am grateful. I have written the la bor re-
lations code which bhirrell has approved except for a few it ems 
he considers "bugs". I hope to get his approval of those as s een 
as I can rewrite the code. Then Don wants Die to begin the org an-
izing of shop committees. It is a new role, but it,shou ld yield 
something of interest. 

ITajima has a great deal of very valuable information on t he 
E^tman ouster. He is writing notes on the situation as thin gs  -
develop. ITaj is a very intelligent person, if only he can b e 
mobilized. 

Last night Tom stated, "I asked D£ to criticize some of my 
work. She surely tore it to pieces." He seemed half amused a nd 
half bewildered. You probably Can picture his mood, knowing 
Tom. 

We hope to leave here the 24th, could you arrange to come u p 
a few days before then? We would be very happy to drive you to 
Berkeley. 

In a few days I hope to send you a more organized report of 
events and circumstances here in addition to regular re ports. 

Sincerely 



December 3, 1942 

Dear Dorothy: 

I don't know whether we down here will be able to take all  the very 
nice compliments that you handed us in your last letter. I r eally 
don't think we are that good, a's a matter of fact, no one re alizes 
more fully than I how inadequately we can cope with the prob lems 
that present themselves here, and to gather complete cove rage on 
them. That is something that worries me a great'deal, to sta rt 
out with one approach, , to be engaged in writing up some i ncident 
and then to find that the information was wrong, or that so me 
entirely new problem arises to engross the attention, is t he usual 
pattern. At any rate, we try but I don't know whether your co m-
pliments are deserved or not. 

There are down here, first signs of serious trouble. X had never 
thought that we would see here incidents in any way compara ble to 
those which we met at Boston. G-ila had its first beating o ver a 
political issue on Monday night. Gamp 1 is up in arms over it, 
Camp 2 somewhat undecided. Since your visit here, the spirit of 
the community is definitely changed. I do not know what we can 
expect, but Charlie and I are trying to get as complete a co verage 
of the details as we can. Sari, in the Warden's office is eith er 
afraid to cover the results of this beating, or simply has no i n-
formation at his disposal. I am afraid that I can't get ve ry much 
out of him. I am forwarding a roport to you in a day or so and 
will present from my point of view, and from the point of vi ew of 
the administration, the details of this incident. Charlie is 
working on a different attack and is getting some of the info rmation 
from the community at large. It will be interesting to know w hat 
we can expect in the future. 

Mr. Okuno and Mr. Kikida got their checks. Mr. Okuno mentio ned 
that he had received a letter from you which he showed me, an d I 
daresay that Mr. Rikida got the same. The two men have be en con-
tinuing in their work. I have a manuscript on the politica l 
organization which Hikida didtated to Alice, ana which w ill come 
in with this same batch of stuff. Christmas will be along so on, 
and I am sure that Okuno and Hikida will want their checks so 
as to buy ifts at this time. With  regard^  to that, I  v&fcL  pre-
sent to you another bill for their services. They have really 
been keeping up the good work. I mentioned to you that Mr. M iura 
suggested that we make out a donation to the Buddhist Church for 
Ochi's services. Ochi has gotten started on a program of his  own 
of which I think I showed you the outline. He is paying attenti on 
very closely to the religious developments of the communi ty, and 
has already written, in Japanese, the first section of a p roposed 
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fifteen or twenty analyses of different aspects of  the  religious 
problems.  I  asked  ;.ir.  Ckuno to translate, and so far have re-
ceived from  him  one  section. I  am not go in  •  to  .  ive  him  any  more, 
because translation takes up too much  time, 'and takes him away 
from his essay  work.  Both he and  I.!r. Hikida  offered to do the 
translation, but  it  entails several hours, so  I  think perhaps 
I xfc  ought to enlist the services of a translator, who mi~ht wor k 
on the weekly reports which  Ochi  submits to  me. I  would suggest 
that as long as there  is  translation to do, and  it will  apparently / 
amount to  forty  pages  of  Japanese a  month,  we pay,  say, $10.00  a 
month for the two or three months which Ochi  will  consume  in his / 
writing. Mr. Miura suggests that we make the donation to the 
church.  As you  know,  it will have to be to Ochi  in  person. And 

''case histories", I think we agreed on our usual stipend of  §25.00. 
I think  I  shall go ahead and offer the translator ten dollars a 
month for such service as  needed be  required, guaranteeing  it  for 
at least a month pending your approval. 

I  wish that you would submit to me again all very clearly, and 
written out so that my feeble brain can understand  it,  a statement 
of my budget which we agreed upon when  I  was last  in  Berkeley. 
I  am still in  a dither over that  matter.  Now that we have hired 
Cmachi, our  Nisei  are taken care  of,  but  I  am still  puzzled over 
how much  I  can allow the  Issei.  So many have come to me and offered 
their  services as informants, writers, and the  like,  and there 
are some people whom  I  would like to use occasionally on a part-
time basis. An old screwball  in  the other camp by the name of 
Fujishige offered to write an analysis of the Education d epartment 
since he  is  a graduate of the Tokyo Teaching College. He said 
that he would  quit  his job  in  order to work for  me. I  told him 
that we were not prepared to pay  him anything,  and that above all 
he should not quit his  job,  nevertheless, he still wanted to make 
a contribution of aspects of education from the  Issei  point of 
view, and  I  told him to.go right ahead. At the moment he  is  writing 
something  in  regard to educational psychology. He  is  writing  in 
Japanese and has commanded his daughter to translate for  him. 
I  will be interested  in  obtaining his manuscript, but  I  doubt very 
much if it will  be worth anything. So many Issei want the prestige 
of being associated with the  study.  Now that  Mr.  Okuno and  Mr. 
Hikida are recognized members of the study  and  are inclined some-
what to boast about their academic connections, about the le tters 
they have received from you, and the like, other Issei want to  en-
joy the same  privileges. I  don't want to  commit  myself to any 
honorarium unless material  is  really worth  while.  Ochi ' s is,  and 
certainly material submitted by Okuno and Hikida is extremel y valuable. 
At any  rate,  let me see what  I  could do with a budget at my disposal. 
Perhaps all we can ask from you,  if  such material should be of  any 
value,  is  an occasional letter of encouragement. 

I want to thank  Vivian  for sending the material  I  ordered  grBia  for 
Omachi.  He now has  his  typewriter and has begun writing all notes 
already  collected. I  have no doubt he will work out very well for 
us . 
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I  am afraid that  I  must acknowledge my  guilt in allowing my  girl 
friend to use 220 Giannini Hall during my  absence.  had a paper 
to do and  Virginia  gave  her  permission to use her  typewriter. I 
am sorry  if  she has caused any distress. I meant for her to turn 
the keys over to you when she had finished  her paper. Upon receipt 
of your  letter,  I wired her not to use  G-iannini,  anc to return the 
keys to you or to  me. I  hope that no trouble comes out of  it. 

I  guess  I  told you about my draft board examination. I have been 
eagerly following the mail  in  the hope  of'  hearing from you re arcing 
word either from Santa Fe or from General  Osborne. I hope  some-
thing comes soon, otherwise,  I  am pretty sure to get a reclassifi-
cation  in  a out a week, the prospect of which doss not make me 
happy at  all.  (3ven funny books does not cheer him up —Alice) 
I am wondering what you told Lowie abou your  trip. I  wrote to  him 
not long ago explaining my own situation  in  regard to his  coming 
down here.  I  should be getting an answer from him soon.  In  the 
meantime, we will try to keep up what we started down here, an d hope 
things work out for the best. Remember me to  .7. I.  and everyone 
in  Berkeley. 

Yours . 

Bob 

P. S.  As usual  I  see that  I forgot  to mention a check for  Rev. 
Ochi. His  name  is D.  Ochi .  I would suggest that you send the check 
in care  of me, or better  still, if I am  not  here,  to care of Kikuchi's, 
so that the check may be given to  him  with thanks, and with the un-
derstanding that it is a contribution to the  church. 

I f t j O k  ̂ C u c c i 9 ^ M l ^ e t n o ^ t e n  ̂ ù L  ̂ o l e ^ M u  ̂

U o u ¿ ¿ W ^ t ^ ^  ¿ o m o 

- G c t t v c s t X i c 

t -  y & i O & A J z u K . 

uài yu£ei  cêe> cz ĉy s a u J ,  P ^ ¿ ^ ô ê tËeùf  
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December 4, 1942 

Dr. Murray B. Smenaii 
Department of Classical Languages 
University of California 
Berkeley B California 

Dear Dr. Emen&U: 

In the early part of this year, X gave to you my manuscript 
on the Keres language for criticism. Although I planned to con-
tact you again after some months, I regret to say that I f ailed 
to do so until now. Undoubtedly you were put to some inconveni ence 
in the reading of the manuscript and must consider me unint erested 
and rude for not having returned to discuss it with you. May  I 
offer my apologies for having waited this long to express my appre-
ciation for your interest.  ; 7hen I again return to Berkeley, I mean 
to call on you and to discuss the matter with you then. 

J une. 

Since Hay, I have been working with Dr. Lowie and Dr. Dorothy 
•Thomas in the evacuation and resettlement study which, as you may 
have heard, is sponsored by the University of California. S ince 
that time I have 

been doing field work for the study in the Japanese 
communities which, as you know, have been organized as t he result 
of enforced evacuation. This study, not of a linguistic n ature, 
has kept me in the field for the bulk of this year. I shall b e re-
turning to Berkeley early next year and hope that I may call upon 
you then. 

Please extend my compliments to Mrs. Emenau. 

Very truly yours, 

Robert F- Spencer 
Gila Relocation Center 
Rivers, Pinal County, Arizona 

RFS:ak 



N o v e m b e r  9, 1942 

Dr. Robert H. Lowie 
Department of Anthropology 
University of California 
Berkeley, California 

Dear Dr. Lowie: 

Thank you for your recent letter. I received today the re-
prints for Reverend Suzuki and have passed them on to him with 
the exception of the two papers relative to Indonisian p eoples. 
Reverend Suzuki and I thank you very much for your attentio n in 
sending out these materials. I am afraid that the papers on t he 
Nabaloi and the Mentawei might offer some conf usion'for Re verend 
Suzuki inasmuch as his English is poor. If you wish. I sha ll re-
turn them to you or, if I may, keep them. 

Both George F'atsura and I are anxious over your proposed visit 
As I mentioned to you in a previous letter, it may be that my own 
precarious situation will take me to the Bay Region sooner t han I 
had anticipated. The newely effective gasoline rationing h as some-
what curtailed travel here, but I am sure that an arrangeme nt can 
be made to bring you and ifrs. Lowie from Casa Grande when you arrive 
Mr. Korn, the assistant Project Director, to whoa I mentio ned your 
proposed visit, said that it may be that you will have to t ravel 
the twenty miles from Casa Grande to camp in a truck. Once her e. 
^ ! T V e i > a r a  assured that you will be adequately housed and cared 
for. Although I expect to return to the Bay Region shortly up on 
receipt of ray notice of reclassification from the Draft B oard" if 
my situation is as yet unsettled by the latter part of this m onth. 
I may be able to make the trip with you. If I do return, I shal l 
discuss with you the details of your visit. 

i a S t 1  mentioned that I was engaged in eliciting 

f l am d*v Utn f  a n d v l n  ®i\\ tlnS U P S O m e o f t h e  material collected  6 
Y o u undoubtedly have heard of the disturb-

The BDirit of HJi E  h ? ° r 0  f e c 8 n t  difficulties at Manzanar. 
I n L J  L

 SU

S? t ^ s , t u r b a n o e i s  apparently infectious, and 
w « - ^ « ?  h ? l d h e f e l n G i l a w i t h t h e r e B u l t  that the last 
week has given rise to what I think to be, a very ugly situ ation. 
o ™ S2 i^ 8 ?4!T l U B O 5 l p t , Pr 0 B l l n t a C O v e r a 6 e the situation from my 
c ^ r W ^ f ^ V ^  P ° l n t  ° f v l 9 W -  0 u r 0 t h 9 r  observers are also 7 

analvses ? ̂ s t u f b a n c ? {
 a ?f will present Dr. Thomas with their own 

Z t L f« 1 b r ° u ? h t , t h e  analysis of the situation up to date, 
o? course^roxnm^lng this information to you with the und erstanding' 
oi couise, that it is most incomplete. In addition, I inc luded 



some of my summaries of other events and trends. Under separa te 
cover, I am sending the same information to Dr. Thomas. 

Again may I express the hope that my own unsettled plans will 
not, in any way, affect your decision to take your winter vaca tion 
here. Please extend my best regards to Mrs. Lowie. 

Very truly yours, 

Robert F. Spencer 

RFSsak 
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December 10, 1942 

^ear Dorothy:-

I am sorry to learn from Norton that ycu have had the 
flu. I hope by the time that this letter  ;  eaches you that you 
will have recovered completely. Kikuchis and Yusas join wi th 
me in this. 

"he enclosed manuscript, taken down by Alice, is not at 
all what I had intended to send you. I was hoping to get o ne 
of the case histories finished and to pass that on to Lowie 
and to you. The spirit of the Poston strike, which, from all 
reports, manifested itself so tragically at Liansanar, has 
raised up here too. The usual pattern of indignation , beat ing, 
disturbance was followed out here too. I was fortunate to be 
able to be on the inside of most of the difficulties and the 
enclo sed,  which starts out as a descri Dtive analysis of the 
Kibei group winds up with a summary of what is to be a very 
ticklish situation which definitely has not as yet died do wn. 
The whole incident is indicative of a subtle change in this 
community, bearing out my own contention that once the pro-
blems of settlement had been overcome, general dissatisfa ction 
would express itself in outbursts of this kind. I am very 
discouraged over the whole affair. The administration com -
placently believes the matter settled. I feel quite sure t hat 
it is not. Our new permanent project director may find him-
self with some serious problems. However, read my ms. 

The enclosed presents my own views of the situation from 
a general administrative angle. Charlie has covered it i n his 
diary and Cmachi will present his views. Incidentally, e very 
day I congratulate myself on my contact with Omachi. He is 
going to have something for you soon. Unfortunately, he® t oo 
in spite of what we told him exhibits strains of Nisei hes-
itancy and is unwilling to submit an imperfect manuscrip t. 
His view of the situation will be slightly different. As a 
councilman and as prosecuting attorney he has been very bus y 
in this whole affair. He too is on the list of those marked 
for assault. I've asked him to make his contacts with you 
directly. 

Harle, you will be pleased to know, has perked up. He 
has procured the files of the Internal Security Dept. and w e 
together made a sampling of them. He'll send you the copies 
and include, at my suggestion, his own analyses of them. 
He is going to get out of Internal Security, having become 
interested in Community Activities, especially the studen t 
relocation phase. He is taking a sincere interest and I hop e 
it lasts. In the Christian Young Peoples' Social which I 
attended last Sunday with the Kikuchis we were able to rail -
road Earle in, he wasn't there, as Y.P. president. He has 
always expressed an interest in the church groups and has 
good contacts through Hoshiyama's friends here. Now, as pre s-
ident, he may be able to take on the analysis of the Y.P. 

group. He has always said that he wanted to get into this. 
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Surprisingly, he is quite interested in this too. As presi dent 
he will have responsibilities which he cannot shirk. It may 
do hirn some good. A partition has removed the tenement con ditions 
under which the Yusas were living. Maybe he'll turn out well 
after all. How are his reports? He won't show them to me. 

In my own material which I had left here, I found an 
unfinished manuscript on the administration and evacuee reception 
into the camp. I submit it to you for what it's worth. Most 
of it has already "been covered, I think. 

Included with this material is a copy of Fred's answers 
to my questions on his biography. I have only the one copy. 
A copy has been sent to Lowie of all this same material. 

I'm still working on case histories. I have some material 
on L'imi, Okuno, and Hikida. So much happens here that I can' t 
seem to finish them. I know that Lowie is waiting for them 
but I can't seem to get around to writing them up. 

Glad to learn from Morton that checks for our two Issei 
have been requested. There's still the matter of the Buddhi st 
priest which I mentioned in my last letter. I am h ving his 
material translated by G-oro Yamamoto and have promised hi m a 
slight honorarium for the work but did not specify the amoun t. 
I am waiting for your approval on the conditions I mentioned . 

I'm beginning to be worried about Lowie's visit. G-as 
rationing has set in here as well as on the outside with the 
result that it is virtually impossible to use the cars her e. 
2ven the staff cannot get them. If Lowie and Mrs. Lowie come 
in on Sunday as  t]  ey apparently plan it seems doubtful that 
they can be picked up. They may have to wait over a day. I'll 
see what can be done although the staff to whom I have men-
tioned the matter are non-committal. Only trucks are runni ng 
now and the transportation division is very worried. Of co urse 
the Lowies are able* to stay here but I wonder about getti ng 
them here from Casa Grande. As you know, I may not be here. T he 
draft board will probably send me a notice very soon. I le arn 
from a draft representative here, one comes in occasionall y to 
fix up the Nisei, that 15 days are the usual pattern before 
reclassification. That is to say, fifteen days after the ph y-
sical examination the notice of reclassification is sent. I 
am expecting the notice momentarily. After reclassificati on 
a week elapses before the induction order. Thus it is essent ial 
that I be in the Bay Area to receive this notice. Travel is 
otherwise banned. Thus I do expect to be back for Xmas. One 
other difficulty is that of General Osborn. Cf course hi s 
position is appreciable but to me at least, his letter was a 
disappointment. I hope something can be done and that we c an 
command sufficient attention to convince an illiterate bo ard. 

My best to 71 ana to everyone in Berkeley. Thanks to Morton 
for his letters. 

Yours, 
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U NIV E RSIT Y OF CA L I F ORNIA 

EV ACUAT ION AND RE SE T T L E M E N T ST U DY 

2 0 7 G I A N N I N I H A L L 

B E R K E L E Y , C A L I F OR N I A 

December 14 , 1942 

Dear Dorothy 

G-lad to hear from-you and to know that you are now well* 
That was quite a siege you had. I am glad that I am here in the 
dry Southwest away from the bugs* Flu, I learn is prevalent in 
the Bay Region. 

ISarle told me of the new arrangement on Saturday. I just 
received your letter this morning. I am not surprised at all . 
It's "been obvious to me that he has done nothing and has not 
attampted analyses. In a way I feel at fault. I should perha ps 
hsve gone over his material with him. When I suggested it, he 
always insisted that it could "be done when he had a greater 
mass of material so I didn't push it. I think that this new 
arrangement is fair. 

Sarle's new status brings up the question of finances. I 
did not realize that the amount left to me after the hiring of 
Omachi was so small* I have net made any long term commitment s 
so we needn't worry. Of course, I have been using Alice fo r 
all my work and she has been working on a scale of about §1 0.00 
per week. Alice 1 time to go out is approaching. She has been 
offer/ed a job in Chicago and will probably go out at the end 
of the month. At the moment her usefulness" is curtailed. Her 
Angelo is here and is staying about, a week* I think that she 
plans to marry him soon before he goes into the army* I shou ld 
estimate that she will have earned about ¿70.00 by the tim e she 
leaves* In view of Morton's letter, I was going to give up the 
luxury of a secretary when Alice left. Charlie has suggeste d 
that I break Jmiko in on the work* It  would, be good experience 
for her and I could adopt an arrangement similar to that of 
Sakoda in regard to his sister, i.e. pay .25 per hour at firs t. 
Incidentally, Charlie lias been using Alice too on days when he 
is pressed and wants to get his diary written in a hurr y. The 
typed pages in the diary are hers. However, with carle's red uced 
status and with Alice leaving, I shall not in the future com mit 
myself so heavily on the secretarial expenses in the futu re. 
Other than this there are no commitments, except for the Och i 
ms* and the translator. I find that in many cases I can elici t 
life histories without the individual's knowing it. These , if 
I do pay for them should riot require much outlay. I shall l et 
you know what else we need. These are all that I can think of 
and all of course are subject to my draft status. 

I am glad that you wrote to Santa Fe again* I hope that 
this will be effective. According to the local board here I 
should be hearing about any reclassification as of now, fi fteen 
days after the physical examination* Your letter may b e of some 
help  * 
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Bennett takes over as project director today. By this time 
you will have received my ms. on the general political situat ion 
You can see from that just what Bennett has to- cope with. He 
is apparently an engineer who has been active in the automo tive 
business in the Bay Region. He went into the WRA when the aut o 
racket fell apart. He has been in the San Francisco office as 
a kind of glorified clerk. He is a little man and not at all 
imposing as Fryer or Cozzens. 1 wonder if he knows what he is 
getting into. He lias been too busy and too elusive for me to 
meet up with him as yet. The Yusas used to work for him Berkel ey 
;,lrs. Y. having done the Bennett family wash. Earle is refl ecting 
the dubious glory of this. 

I had not heard of Shirrell's resignation and I must say 
that it comes as a surprise. I wonder just what kind of str ength 
it takes to run a camp like this. 

/hat do you know about the Llanzanar incident? From all 
reports, it reached tragic proportions. This may well have 
happened here. ,7e came very close to it. 

Perhaps you have heard that the San Francisco Spanish 
consul has visited here, conferred with Issei and was give n a 
petition demanding the improvements of camp physical cond itions. 
I have a copy of the petition and am enclosing it. It might 
be well if Llorton were to see this man de Amat in San Francisc o 
when he returns. Cozzens says that is a routine visit. In vi ew 
of the U.S. contention that these are not internment camps i t 
appears that such a visit is not at all routine but rather tha t 
Spain as agent for Japan is taking a view that they are* Kee p 
the petition for the moment; 1 hope to submit an analysis of i t 
from what I know about its origin. The visit came about as a 
result of a petition to the Spanish ambassador mentioned as 
being compiled here by Mr. Hikida. 

By the way, I want to keep Hikida and Gkuno on for the 
year. It's essential to do so because to me at least they ar e 
fully as valuable as any of our Nisei. To lose them now migh t 
mean the loss of my position in their Issei group. They are the 
most dependable Issei I have met thus far. 

That silly TsuchiyamaI Do we have to go all through those 
arrangements again? I wonder if Lowie can be persudded to u se 
his influence with her to move her to Topaz. It's essent ial that 
we have a leader at Utah and she's doing no good at Poston pa r-
ticularly in view of the new program of espionage which Lei ghton 
is sponsoring now. it is said that he is now trying to elic it 
information about Japan from his informants. Lly, but Low ie gave 
vent to a strong utterance. 
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I'm very worried about Lowie and Mrs* I have asked Lr. 
Henderson about rooms for them. It may be that they will have 
some difficulty in staying here. At first, .ienderson said that 
there would be no difficulty. Now, with the gas rationing, 
everyone is planning to stay here over Xmas and there will be 
no available rooms. The rooms used by j&ou and WI in your visit 
here are now occupied by new staff members. There are no gue st 
rooms. Visiting potentates from the regional and national o ffice 
are put in cots in the small rooms which already hold two. The 
same with visiting evangelists. No one comes in any more. T his 
place cannot be reached except by car and there is no gas. T he 
situation is really serious. Landward and I will give up o ur 
room to the Lowies but then we'll be out of luck. I could stay 
with Charlie but the administration forbids it. Now our pr oblem 
is with Angelo who arrived this A.Li. In making the arrangem ents 
for Lowie about a month ago, there was no question. 7e had f or-
gotten about people staying here because of the gas rationi ng. 
Then, too, the Lowies are coming in on a Sunday. I don't kno w 
how to get them out from Gasa G-ranae. I can't ask anyone with a 
private car and the policy is now that no one may be called for 
except incoming evacuees. All unnecessary travel is now d ispensed 
with an: this is considered unnecessary* The third factor is that 
I may not be here. I can't risk induction here in this area. I' ll 
be far safer in San Francisco. Then too, I'd like to make any 
arrangements at home. If I'm not here when the Lowies come, I hate 
to think of the time they 111 have. They'd have considerable 
difficulty in getting settled. I wish that you'd read Dr. L owie 
this paragraph and add some comments of your own in order to / le 
dissuade him" from coming at this time. This place is so inac cessib 
now. No word from the draft board yet but•I haven't given up 
preparing for the worst. I do hope that the Lowies can be per-
suaded to wait until the end of school. February may see so me 
alleviated conditions here. Things are so unsettled here n ow. 

I am glad that you are feeling better. Best regards from the 
Kikuchis and me to you and everyone in Berkeley. 

Yours 
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December 16, 1942 

Dear Dorothy;-

Snclosed is a manuscript I received yesterday from Omachi 
in regard to the Tada cs.se, I asked him to give him to me so tha t 
I could read it. In my own write-up of the Tada case which sh ould 
he in yours and Lewie 1 s hands "by now, I include much the same 
material. Omachi stated that the ms. was not so complete as  he 
would like to make it hut stated that he wants you and me to re ad 
it and ask him for further details. He is not quite sure of the 
extent of information which we want. I plan, when I see hi m, to 
ask him to outline his own position in regard to the Turlock 
community. He played a "big part in the Hirokane case as an a ttor-
ney and I'm sure that his own position in the matter will be m ost 
interesting. Up until the Tada incident, Omachi had been co llecting 
material pertinent to the property loss question. He says 'that he 
has written you about this ms. I wish that you would compar e his 
information with mine ana ask us further questions'which we may 
have missed in our independent analyses. Charlie" too, has something 
on the matter in this enclosed diary. 

Nothing new as yet. Ckuno and HikMa "have received their 
checks. Charlie and I received our Piston expenses, .e all th ank 
you. I guess that you are right in saying that I would hav e 
difficulty in getting here if I were to leave now. Transpor tation 
is pretty much at a premium. However, if  1 am reclassified, _ 
shall not hesitate to try to come home. The order for inducti on 
follows pretty closely on the heels on the reclassificatio n. 
It may be that you letters have had "some effect. If not, why i s 
the board waiting so long? 

In the meantime everything is going well.- e are all busy 
and even Sarle seems satisfied with the new arrangement. At l east, 
they don't blame me for the reduction in status. We are all sorry 
that you have been ill ana hope that your queaziness has g one now. 

I should mention that Tada has gone to Camp Savage and that # 
the community spirit is dying down somewhat. The Spanish con sul is 
gone back to San Francisco. Did I mention that I think it m ight 
be a good idea if Morton were to see him? A Kenkyu-kai is being 
organized in Camp II which may have some unhappy results. As 
yet all is quiet. Charlie and I think it is the lull before t he 
storm. Charlie's coverage of the JACL will tell you of thi s. 

All the news for now. Remember me to WI and everyone in 
Berkeley. 

Yours, 
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December 17, 1942 

Dear Dorothy 

I received your letter and Morton's note yesterda}?". At 
the same time a letter from Lowie came in. He evidently had 
not as yet received the write-up on the Tada case. He shou ld 
have, inasmuch as I sent it off a day earlier than I did yours . 
I'm so glad that the Lowies are not coming down at this time. 
They couldn't have anyway; Bennett has had to deny all visit ors' 
permits since so many had planned to come in at this time. 

I'm glad that my report meets with your approval. I agree 
that some pretty interesting developments have taken plac e here 
and may take place further although things are now very qui et. 
Naturally, I'll stay here as long as I can. The only thing tha t 
worries me is this damned draft situation. I'm so afraid o f 
being snaked in on the Arizona' set-up and of getting an unfa ir 
break on the physical examination. I'll come back as soon as 
anything bad develops. The fact that the banta Fe board has n ot 
as"  yet chosen to answer your letter may be significant of s ome-
thin g. I figured a way I can stay here over New Years % bu t I 
doubt if  it  will work". I'll let you know about it in the event 
I am reclassified. I mean to ask the local board here if you 
can ask a delay in induction from Santa Fe. They usually acced e 
to such requests although they may not now. I shall in any eve nt, 
stay on here as long as I can. Don't worry about that. True,  I 
would like to be home-over the holidays but I have already c om-
mitted myself to remaining here. I'd like to follow up the 
Christmas and New Year developments. 

Alice' Angelo is still here. Alice has a job in Chicago 
and will leave soon I think. The movement to get Pop down here 
has already been initiated, "hat do you think of my plan to break 
Smiko in? 

That's all the news since yesterday. All I wanted to say 
was that I will stay here as long as the damned draft boa rd lets 
me. Best to you and WI and thanks to Morton for his note. 

Yours, 



N o v e m b e r  17, 1942 

Dear Dr. Lowle:-

By this time you should have received my latest report 
which concerns the recent developments at Gila. Dr. Thom as 
considers the observation of developments of this kind m ost 
important as indeed they are. For this reason she has attk ed 
that I remain here as long as I possibly can. The situation 
described in my report has been smoothed over on the surface 
at least, but I have evidence that the Kenkyu-Kai is beginni ng 
to be important in Camp II. There is increasing dissatisfa ction 
in both camps with the result that a similar outburst is 
to be expected. In accordance with Dr. Thomas 1 suggestions, I 
plan to remain here as long as possible, following up even ts 
of this kind in addition to pursuing my regular observatio ns. 

I think it fort-mate that you have been able to postpone 
your visit here. In spite of the fact that I had made the 
arrangements for your stay, I learned today that no visito rs 
are to permitted here over the holidays. Since most of t he staff 
plans to remain here over the Christmas season, many wanted 
to have various friends and relatives in to visit with the m. 
Housing accommodations are so scarce that the project direc tor 
has decided thao no visitors may be allowed in here. There w ill 
be no difficulty in arranging a later visit for you. Becaus e 
my own plans are so unsettled, I was quite worried over your 
coming, thinking that I might have to b© away. I think it bett er 
that you should come at a time when project operations are n ot 
so unsettled as they will be between Christmas and New Ye ars'. 

My draft board is #111 delaying any definite action. Al-
though I expect X dailyjg a notice of reclassification, it is 
long overdue. It seems nfbw that even though such a reclassi ficatloj 
does come, I shall remain through the New Year festival. Sin ce 
this is so important to the Japanese, its function in the 
center will be well worth observing. An induction order may be 
forthcoming soon, when it does, I shall return to the Bay Area . 

As yet I have not discussed with you my plans for the 
paper I must submit to you to fulfill the requirements for t he 
course I am taking. Most of the material collected during t his 
stay here has been supplemental to the original manuscript w hich 
you have. I have some case histories and need only the time t o 
put them down in completed form. I have followed my own in terests 
in collecting data pertinent to the religious development s. I 
have a good deal on the political side which will also be for th-
coming. As suggestions for the paper I can give you material 
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whieh supplements the data that you now have, or I can pres ent 
some of the case histories which I have collected, giving wit h 
them an evaluation which relates the individual to the pr e-
evacuation and evacuation communities.  Or, I might write up 
some particular aspect of community development at your s ug-
gestion. I shall appreciate hearing from you as to which o f 
these items would be most acceptable and shall welcome any 
further suggestions from you. 

My work here is progressing very well. I shall appreciate 
your comments on my write-up of the Tada case. 

I hope that in spite of your interrupted plans that you 
and Mrs. Lowie have a pleasant holiday season. Vhen I retur n 
to San Francisco, X shall let you know. 

Yours sincerely, 



Dec. 19, 1942 

Dear Mr. Morgan  ^ 

1 am so sorry that 1 have not written td you for such a long 
time. But we have heard rumors that people who receive let ters 
from evacuees to often were investigated, but we hear al so that 
that is not true, we hope so, because we would not like to get 
you in trouble. How are you and your little family? I hope that 
you are all well. 

We are finally getting use to this very cold weather. We 
have Mad snow two or three times now, and it is very bea utiful, 
as it is the first time the children have seen snow they wer e 
pleased. 

Our room here is just like the one in Tanforan only smaller 
because the stove and closet take up a quite a bit of room, but 
we have managed to make it quite a comfortable room. I am 
working at the Welfare Dept. in our little town of Topaz. I 
am receiving the top wage which is $19 dollars a month. The 
children are going to school, but they are far behind, as it 
is hard to find caucasian teachers to come out here. As w e can 
not purchase any card or anything we still wish to wish you a nd 
your family the best Christmas possible. I hope that the New 
Year will bring peace for all of us. 

Sincerely yours, 

Geo. Hamada 

Block 28 Barrack 4 Apt. G 
Topaz, Utah, W.R.A. 


